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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: September 1981 Comuni ty: Mansf i e l d  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Plansfield i s  an i n d u s t r i  a1 suburban comnuni t y  i n  the Narraganset t  Basin. 
Drainage i s  v i a  the Wading R i ve r  and Hodges Brook i n  the west, t he  Rumford 
R i ve r  i n  the  cen te r  and the  Canoe R i v e r  i n  t he  east .  Low1 and areas i n  the  
n o r t h  c e n t r a l  areas; t e r r a i n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  l e v e l  w i t h  some moderate topo- 
g raph ic  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  nor theas t ,  some swamp i n  t he  west. S o i l s  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Mans f i e l d  became a  separate p a r i s h  o f  Norton i n  1732. Incorpora ted  as a  
d i s t r i c t  i n  1770, Mans f i e l d  was es tab l i shed  as a  town on August 23, 1775. 

I 1  I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Mans f i e l d  i s  an i n d u s t r i a l  r a i l r o a d  town i n  B r i s t o l  County. High p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  Contact p e r i o d  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  No European se t t lement  du r i ng  F i r s t  
Set t lement  per iod .  Colon i  a1 pe r i od  development o f  mixed i ronwork ing  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  economic base. Dur ing t he  l a t e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
water resources as power sources cont inued, a l though by the  t u r n  o f  t he  
cen tu ry  fo rges  were no longer  i n  opera t ion  i n  the  town. The e a r l y  19 th  
cen tu ry  saw the  development o f  a  smal l  i n d u s t r i a l  base w i t h  severa l  tack  
f a c t o r i e s  and c o t t o n  m i l l s  i n  ex is tence  by 1830. Farming cont inued t o  be 
impor tan t  i n  t he  town's  economy throughout  t h i s  p e r i o d  and se t t lement  
p a t t e r n s  tended t o  remain l i n e a r .  It wasn ' t  u n t i l  t he  e n t r y  o f  the  r a i l r o a d  
i n  the  1830s and M a n s f i e l d ' s  es tab l i shment  as a  r e f u e l i n g  and f r e i g h t  
t r a n s f e r  p o i n t  t h a t  a  c l u s t e r i n g  o f  r e s i d e n t i  a1 se t t l emen t  developed a t  
Mans f ie ld  Center. I t appears t h a t  the  town f a t h e r s  were a c t i v e l y  engaged 
du r i ng  the m id  and l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  i n  drawing new i n d u s t r y  t o  the  town 
and so c rea ted  a  smal l  b u t  d i v e r s i f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  base. The town p lan  o f  
Mans f i e l d  Center was created as a  specu la t i ve  venture i n  the  1880s. The 
seeming l a c k  o f  e a r l y  development around the  r a i l r o a d  depot  appears t o  have 
been the  r e s u l t  o f  an a t tempt  t o  d r i v e  up l and  p r i c e s  i n  t he  1850s which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  sca t t e red  i n d u s t r i a l  development i n  t he  cen te r  f o r  a  number 
o f  years.  A l l  d u r i n g  t he  1 9 t h  century ,  a t tempts were made t o  e x p l o i t  coa l  
depos i ts  found i n  t he  town, a l though these depos i ts  were n o t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  
qua1 i t y  o r  q u a n t i t y  t o  be economica l ly  v i a b l e .  A T r o t t i n g  Park was 
es tab l i shed  i n  the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town i n  the  l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  
and was i n  ope ra t i on  u n t i l  j u s t  be fo re  t he  f i r s t  World War. The town 
s u f f e r e d  somewhat d u r i n g  the  depression and a f t e r  w i t h  t he  de-emphasis on 
r a i  1  road  f r e i g h t i n g .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Route 24 and p ro jec ted  cons t r u c -  
t i o n  o f  1-495 r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the Foxborough-Mansfield i n d u s t r i a l  
park  which has r e v i v e d  the economy o f  the town. I t  appears t h a t  Mans f ie ld  
has t r a d i  t i o n a l  l y  had s t r onge r  economic t i e s  w i t h  Foxborough than w i t h  
B r i s t o l  County towns. The use of the  o l d  Boston and Providence l i n e  by 
the MBTA's commuter t r a i n  has r e s u l t e d  i n  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  number o f  
v iaduc ts  as we1 1  as t he  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  fo rmidab le  b a r r i e r  i n  t he  town so 
t h a t  the  no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  Mans f ie ld  Center has been i n  e f f e c t  c u t  o f f  
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f rom the  remainder o f  the  town, c r e a t i n g  a  s p a t i a l  as w e l l  as a  v i s u a l  
b a r r i e r .  The e a r l y  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  i n  the  town appears t o  
have enabled i t  t o  s u r v i v e  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  and ma in ta i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
steady growth r a t e .  

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A.  T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

No documented n a t i v e  rou tes .  A  l i k e l y  upland t r a i l  f ragment appears t o  
f o l l o w  the course o f  Maple S t r e e t  f rom the  F r a n k l i n  and Maple S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n  
west t o  Oakland S t r e e t .  From t h i s  p o i n t ,  a  n a t i v e  t r a i l  may have extended 
south a long the  approximate r o u t e  of Oakland S t r e e t  and p o r t i o n s  of South 
Main S t ree t .  Th is  r o u t e  would have p rov ided  access t o  the  streams 
p a r a l l e l i n g  the t r a i l  and t he  Woodland Per iod  se t t l emen t  n o r t h  o f  t he  
Norton Reservoi r . 
B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

No repo r ted  n a t i v e  Contact Per iod s i t e s .  A l a r g e  Woodland Per iod s i t e  
was s i t u a t e d  on t he  northernmost p o r t i o n  o f  the  Mans f i e l d  Mun ic ipa l  A i r p o r t .  
A  smal l  campsite w i t h  a  Woodland Per iod  component was l oca ted  a  s h o r t  d i s t ance  
n o r t h  o f  the  Norton Reservo i r .  Both s i t e s  had immediate access t o  f reshwater  
sources. A d d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  probably  occur red  ad jacen t  t o  the 
Wading, Rumford and Canoe Rivers  and t he  sma l le r  f reshwater  streams. 

C. Subsistence Base: 

Good f i s h i n g  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  M a n s f i e l d ' s  t h ree  r i v e r s  and t h e i r  t r i b u -  
t a r i e s .  The wooded and marshy lowlands were e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t s  f o r  w i l d  
game sought by the na t i ves .  P o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  was s i t u a t e d  
throughout  Mansf ie ld,  exc lud ing  t ne  easternmost p o r t i o n  o f  t he  town. 

D. Observat ions: 

The Mans f ie ld  area has h i gh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  Contact Per iod  n a t i v e  s e t t l e -  
ment p r i m a r i l y  because o f  t he  numerous f reshwater  r i v e r s  and streams and 
ex tens ive  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land.  However, i t  i s  doub t f u l  t he re  was a  l a r g e  
n a t i v e  popu la t i on  because o f  the  absence o f  a  l a r g e  body o f  f reshwater .  
Loca l l y ,  probably  the heav ies t  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  occurred around the  f r e s h -  
water pond complex c l ose  t o  t he  Norton/Taunton l i n e .  The Mans f i e l d  area 
n a t i v e s  were probably  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  the Pokonokets centered i n  Sowams 
( B r i s t o l ,  Rhode I s l a n d ) .  Two archaeo log ica l  r e p o r t s  produced by t he  Brown 
U n i v e r s i t y  Pub1 i c  Archaeology Labora to ry  (1977, 1981) p rov ide  a  r a r e  p i c t u r e  
o f  t he  Mans f ie ld  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

No documentation o f  wh i te  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes .  There was probably  
l i t t l e  i f  any development o f  such a  system s ince  t he  f i r s t  known wh i t e  
se t t lement  d i d  n o t  take  p lace  u n t i l  the mid-1680s. 
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B. Populat ion:  

V I .  

No documentation o f  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  popu la t ion  f i .gu res .  As mentioned 
above, w h i t e  se t t lement  post -dated 1675. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

No documentation o f  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  se t t lement .  Na t i ve  se t t l emen t  
! pa t t e rns  were probably  s i m i l a r  t o  those o f  t he  Contact per iod,  l a r g e l y  

because o f  t he  l a c k  o f  wh i t e  se t t lement .  Mans f i e l d  du r i ng  t h i s  pe r i od  was 
p a r t  o f  Old Taunton ( Taunton, Raynham, Norton, Mansf ie ld ,  Easton). 

D. Economic Base: 

Probable maintenance o f  t he  n a t i v e ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  subs is tence pa t t e rns .  
There was probably  some Anglo- Ind ian t rade ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  the  smal l  
wh i t e  se t t lement  ad jacen t  t o  Winnecunnet Pond (Nor ton) .  The Mansf i e l d  area 
may have been u t i l i z e d  by the  pre-war wh i t e  r e s i d e n t s  of O ld  Taunton f o r  
l i v e s t o c k  graz ing,  hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  and lumbering. 

E.  Observat ions: 

Mans f i e l d  was an u n s e t t l e d  f r o n t i e r  area. 

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

Minimal documentation o f  the  community's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system. 
I n i t i a t i o n  o f  w h i t e  se t t lement  i n  t he  l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  spurred development 
o f  over land rou tes .  The e a r l i e s t  r o u t e  may have been a  road f o l l o w i n g  
p resen t  South Main and Oakland S t ree t s  ( p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  t r a i l ) ,  p o s s i b l y  
the  "way" used by t he  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  moving from the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  
Old Taunton. A  road  ex tend ing  east-west a long West, School, Jewel1 and 
Balcom S t ree t s  p o s s i b l y  was l a i d  o u t  by the  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  who es tab l i shed  
homes i n  t h i s  area o f  western Mans f i e l d  i n  the  1680s. Formation o f  t h e  
town cen te r  i n  the  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  r a d i a t i o n  o f  roads 
o u t  f rom the cen te r  i n c l u d i n g  West and East  S t ree t s .  M i l l  and Maple S t ree t s  
p rov ided  access t o  i r o n  opera t ions  es tab1 i shed  on the Canoe R i ve r  i n  the 
e a r l y  and l a t e  1 8 t h  century ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

B. Populat ion:  

No popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  f o r  n a t i v e  res iden t s .  Those f o r  the  wh i t e  
s e t t l e r s  a re  l i m i t e d .  I n  1776, Mans f i e l d  had a  popu la t i on  o f  949 res iden ts .  
The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  came p r i m a r i l y  from Cambridge, southern 
p o r t i o n  o f  Old Taunton and Malden. 

C. Se t t lement  Pa t te rns :  

The f i r s t  se t t l emen t  occurred i n  the  mid-1680s and was sca t te red .  Thomas 
B r i n t n e l l  and h i s  f a m i l y  s e t t l e d  ad jacen t  t o  the  Wading R i ve r  near t he  
Mansf ie ld/Foxboro l i n e  ad jacen t  t o  f reshwater  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. Several 
o the r  homes were e rec ted  i n  eas te rn  Mans f i e l d  on the  eas te rn  s i d e  o f  the  
Canoe R iver .  The Grover f a m i l y  s e t t l e d  a long School and Wi l l i ams S t ree t s  
and i n  West Mans f ie ld  a t  the t u r n  o f  the  17th cen tu ry  (Davis  1907 NP). 
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By the  f i r s t  o r  second decade o f  t he  18 th  century ,  a  pr imary se t t lement  node 
had developed a t  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  East  and South Main S t ree t s .  The f i r s t  
meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  the  town common i n  c. 1731. A  
second s t r u c t u r e  was bu i  1  t on the  genera l  s i t e  i n  c. 1765. Contemporary 
se t t lement  r a d i a t e d  o u t  f rom t h i s  node a long West, School, W i  11 iams, Jowel l  , 
Oakland, East, P r a t t ,  and South Main S t ree t s .  A  secondary se t t l emen t  node 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  the Leonard Ironworks by the ear l y -mid  
18 th  century .  Mans f i e l d  was es tab l i shed  as the  Nor th  P r e c i n c t  o f  Old Norton 
i n  1731 and i nco rpo ra ted  as a  town i n  1775. 

D. Economi c  Base: 

No documentation o f  n a t i v e  economy. A g r i c u l t u r e  was the  mainstay o f  the  
se t t l emen t ' s  economy. Farming was probably  undertaken i n  a1 1  b u t  t he  uplands 
o f  eas te rn  Mans f i e l d  and the  marshy and wooded lowlands. Mans f i e l d  had a  
l i m i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  base. The f i r s t  ( g r i s t )  m i l l  was repu ted l y  e rec ted  i n  
c. 1695 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cabot 's Pond. The f i r s t  "heavy" i n d u s t r y  was n o t  
es tab l i shed  u n t i  1  c. 1735 w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  Ephraim Leonard's i r o n  fo rge  
on the  Canoe R i ve r  near the  j u n c t i o n  of the r i v e r  and M i l  1  S t ree t .  A second 
i r o n  opera t ion  was a l s o  b u i l t  on t he  Canoe R i ve r  o f f  Maple S t r e e t  near the  
p resen t  Waterworks i n  c.  1765. Both o f  these opera t ions  were w e l l  l o c a t e d  
s i nce  a  l a r g e  source o f  bog i r o n  was s i t u a t e d  throughout  the area between the two 
i ronworks.  Several  saw and g r i s t  m i  11s were a l s o  bu i  1  t p r i o r  t o  the  
Revolut ionary War, p o s s i b l y  i n c l u d i n g  one saw m i l l  l o ca ted  a t  t he  j u n c t i o n  o f  
the  Canoe R iver  and M i l l  S t r ee t .  

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Mans f i e l d  i s  no tab le  f o r  t he  s u r v i v a l  o f  two v e r y  e a r l y  houses, 
s a i d  t o  date f rom 1703 and 1704, r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  these a re  the  White House (1703),  
a  t h ree -qua r te r  p l an  two-story  house w i t h  i n t e g r a l  lean- to ,  l oca ted  on H a l l  
S t r e e t  and the F i  tch-Ri  chardson House ( 1704), a  s tory-and-a-hal f  gambrel - 
roofed co t tage  o r i g i n a l  l y  bu i  1  t as a  h a l f - p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  and en larged l a t e r  i n  
the  18 th  cen tu ry  w i t h  a  two bay a d d i t i o n  and second chimney. Other s i m i l a r l y  
e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e s  are n o t  recorded, b u t  o t h e r  Co lon ia l  pe r i od  houses a r e  l i k e l y  
t o  s u r v i v e  a long  East, School, South Main and Oakland S t ree t s  w i t h  s u r v i v a l s  
most probable a t  G i n t y  Corner, East  Mansfield, Purdy Corner and West Mansf ie ld .  
A center-chimney house i s  known on East S t r e e t  a t  East  Mans f i e l d  w i t h  a  h i p -  
roofed,  L-plan cen te r  chimney house a t  t he  town center .  Center-chimney 
cot tages probably  predominated and a t  l e a s t  some o f  t he  center-chimney cot tages 
o f  the town a re  l i k e l y  t o  da te  f rom the Co lon ia l  per iod .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  1732, w i t h  t he  estab-  
l i shment  o f  the  p a r i s h  a t  Mans f ie ld .  Th is  was rep laced  i n  1765 w i t h  a  60 '  x 
44'  meetinghouse which apparen t l y  was s ided w i t h  sh ing les .  Appropr ia t ions  
f o r  schools were f i r s t  made i n  1755, b u t  no schools were b u i l t  du r i ng  t he  
p e r i  od . 
F. Observat ions: 

Mans f ie ld  developed as a  smal l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community w i t h  a  l i m i t e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  component. However, Mansf i e l d ' s  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  was p a r t  o f  an 
impor tan t  i r o n  produc ing reg ion  i n c l u d i n g  Mansf ie ld,  Norton, Taunton and 
Raynham which developed i n  the  l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  and e a r l y  18 th  century .  
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In teres t ingly ,  the Leonard family was instrumental in es tabl ishing iron 
production operations in each of these communities. An important vest ige 
of the iron industry survives in the probable archaeological remains of 
the Ephraim Leonard ironworks. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A .  T rans~or ta t ion  Routes: 

Federal period road construction primari ly  improvement of exis t ing 
col oni a1 roads. 

B .  Popul at ion:  

Population s tab le  1776 t o  1810. S l igh t  increase in 1820, then s l i gh t  
decrease t o  1830. 

C .  Settlement: 

Settlement consisted primarily of farms along exis t ing colonial roads with 
small c lus te r  a t  Mansfield Center. West Mansfield known as Tobits Corner. 
Some scat tered indust r ia l  set t lement a f t e r  t u r n  of century with numerous 
ponds created f o r  water power in West Mansfield and Mansfield Center. 

D. Economic Base: 

Continuation of iron ac t i v i t y  i n i t i a t ed  by Leonard Forge, 1735, with 
erection of Mansfield Furnace, 1765; purchased 1779 by French i n t e r e s t s  in 
Boston a1 ong with Stoughtonham Furnace (Sharon) --both on Canoe River. 
Dissatisfaction with local bog iron appears t o  have closed furnace by 1800. 

Tack industry begun by 1785 by Simeon Snow, taken u p  by Simon White, 
probably sometime around 1800. Tack industry continued t o  advance throughout 
period. 

The period a l so  saw the establishment of both straw braid and bonnet 
industry and the manufacture of cotton t ex t i l e s .  The braiding of straw had 
begun in Norton in 1802; probably not long a f t e r  t ha t  Solomon P ra t t  in Mansfield 
had begun col lec t ing braid from women in adjacent towns. By 1832, $440,000 worth 
of straw bonnets were recorded produced, second only t o  the product of cotton 
fac to r ies .  In t ha t  year ,  four cotton mil ls  were reported, employing nearly 
100 operatives producing over $47,000 worth of cotton c loth .  (While most of 
i t  was sold in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, the ca l i co  works in Taunton 
took 50,000 yards--about 8% percent) .  Three cotton mil 1s had begun in the 
Embargo and war years on the Rumford River and in East Mansf ie ld  with the 
principal backing of Solomon P ra t t ,  the per iod 's  major i n d u s t r i a l i s t  i n  Mansfield. 
Three other mi l l s  were established in subsequent years,  a t  Mansfield Furnace 
and on the Wading River. Like most cotton mil ls  in New England, they suffered 
severely in the ear ly  1820s, passing sometimes through several changes of 
management. In the l a t e  1820s and ear ly  '30s, i t  was often outside capi ta l - -  
from Taunton, or as in the case with Gerry's mill a t  East Mansfield, from 
Boston--that s e t  the mill back on i t s  f e e t .  
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Archi tec ture :  

Residential:  Modest center-chimney cottages were probably the most 
common house type of the period. Comparatively few of these have survived. 
Most of those known a re  located a t  the town's two v i l l ages ,  East and West 
Mansfield and in  outlying sect ions .  Cottages probably dating t o  the 
Federal period were observed a t  West Mansfield on Gi lber t ,  Otis and West 
S t r ee t s ,  a t  Purdy Corner, on East S t r ee t  a t  East Mansfield and a l so  on 
Frui t ,  Ware and Willow S t r ee t s .  Most of the town's surviving ear ly  two- 
s tory  houses probably date  from the Federal period as  we1 1.  Of the some 
half-dozen known examples, most are end-wall or  twin rearwall chimney houses 
with hip roofs,  probably dating from the f i r s t  quarter  of the 19th century. 
A t  l e a s t  two double-chimney, hip-roofed houses are  known on South Main 
S t ree t ;  the massiveness of the chimneys and t h e i r  steeply-pi tched hip roofs 
suggest t ha t  these houses may date  from the 1780s o r  '90s. Most of the 
town's Federal houses a re  simply deta i led:  entrance surrounds with e l l i p -  
t i c a l  blind fan l igh t s  a re  the most elaborate form observed. 

Ins t i tu t ional  : Quaker and Methodist meetinghouses were bu i l t  in the 
town during the Federal period. The Quaker meetinghouse, b u i l t  in 1809, 
stood a t  the in tersect ion of Tremont and West S t ree t s .  The Methodist 
meetinghouse was bu i l t  a year l a t e r  in East Mansfield a t  East and Mill 
S t ree t s ;  t h i s  b u i  lding, a small Greek Revival s t ruc tu re ,  s t i 1  1 stands. 
Schools were b u i l t  in 1803 and 1811; by 1830, s i x  schools had been constructed 
across the town. None of these a re  known to  survive, a1 though some may 
s t i l l  s tand,  converted t o  res ident ia l  use. 

Industr ial  : Several f a c to r i e s  were b u i l t  in the period, none of which 
survive. Among these were the Mansf i e ld  Cotton Manufacturing Company (1  810) , 
a two-and-a-half s to ry ,  gambrel -roofed bui lding 60 ' 1 ong by 32' wide. 

VIII. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A .  Transportation Routes: 

Boston and Providence ra i l road opened 1835; Taunton Branch opened 1836. 
Mansfield and Framingham or ig ina l ly  chartered 1846, f i n a l l y  opened 1870. 

Steady growth of population during period from 1,172 in 1830 to  2,432 in 
1870. Foreign born population 282 in 1855, 200 of I r i sh  or ig in;  majority 
seem t o  have come in 1830s as r a i l  road employees. 

C .  Settlement: 

Mansf ie ld  Center becomes ra i  1 center  by 1850s. Generally t ranfer  point 
f o r  f r e i g h t ,  some res ident ia l  and indust r ia l  development along Main S t r ee t  
during t h i s  period. Town sett lement pattern s t i l l  basically l inear  in 1870. 

D .  Economi c Base : 

The construction of the Boston & Providence " a i r  l ine"  through Mansfield 
in 1835 was followed c losely  by the discovery of a vein of coal near the 
ra i  1 road 1 ine. Eagerly investors formed mining companies--among them the 
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Mansf ie ld  Min ing Co., the Massachusetts Min ing Co., the Mansf ield Coal Co. 
Despite the cont inued (though sporadic)  enthusiasm of coa l  promoters i n t o  
the 20th century,  the  several  depos i ts  discovered never brought p r o f i t s  t o  
t h e i r  promoters. More s i g n i f i c a n t  were the coming o f  the machine shops 
and foundr ies.  The Taunton Branch Ra i l road had constructed a  l i n e  from 
the B & P a t  Mansf ie ld  t o  Taunton i n  1836, making the town a  major r a i l r o a d  
j unc t i on .  One o f  the e a r l i e s t  men t o  be a t t r a c t e d  was Samuel Schenck, a  
maker o f  carpenters '  planes, who moved c lose  t o  the r a i l r o a d  i n  t he  1840s 
from South Foxboro, forming the Mansf ield Machine Co. Kn i fe  makers McMoran 
and Fu l ton ,  o r i g i n a l l y  employed i n  the Ames shovel f a c t o r y  i n  Easton, b u i l t  
a  smal l  f a c t o r y  i n  the center  of town i n  1851. This  was fo l l owed  three 
years l a t e r  by Gardner Chi lson e r e c t i o n  o f  the g rea t  stone Mansf ie ld  I r o n  
Foundry. Chi lson had been a  prominent Boston manufacturer and i nven to r  
o f  h o t - a i r  furnaces, then coming i n t o  vogue, and t h i s  product  remained a  
s p e c i a l t y  o f  the Mansf ie ld  Foundry. By 1865, Ch i l son ' s  30 operat ives were 
producing $75,000 worth o f  cast ings,  the town's second l a r g e s t  indus t ry .  

The dominant i n d u s t r y  f o r  much o f  t he  pe r i od  was t h a t  o f  straw b ra id  
and bonnets, which reached i t s  recorded peak i n  1865, when over 500 women 
were employed i n  John Rogers' straw f a c t o r y  ( b u i l t  c. 1850), producing 
over $175,000 worth o f  s t raw bonnets and hats.  Mans f i e ld ' s  i n d u s t r y  was 
no doubt a f fec ted  by the nearby Union Straw Works i n  Foxborough, then doing 
over a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  worth of business. I n  1862 Foxboro merchants 
char tered the  Foxboro Branch Ra i l road t o  1 i n k  t h e i r  town w i t h  the B & P 
rou te  a t  Mansf ie ld  ( a t  the  south) and Wal po le  ( a t  the n o r t h ) ,  though by 
the 1  i n e ' s  opening i n  1870, the r o u t e  had become the  Framingham & Mansf ie ld  
Rai l road, w i t h  an extension t o  the Middlesex County town. 

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res ident ia l :  With t he  a r r i v a l  o f  the  r a i l r o a d  i n  1835, set t lement  a t  
Mansf ie ld  Center began t o  develop. S ideha l l  Greek Revival  and I t a l  i ana te  
cottages and houses were b u i l t  a long Centra l  and West S t ree ts  and along 
East S t r e e t  between South and School S t ree ts  a t  the  town center .  Double- 
chimney and end-ch imney , cen te r -en  te red  Greek Revival  cottages con t i nued 
t o  be b u i l t ,  probably i n t o  the  1850s, w i t h  examples known on O t i s ,  Wil low, 
F r u i t ,  Ware and East S t ree ts  and a t  East Mansf ie ld .  More e labo ra te l y  d e t a i l e d  
Greek Revival  cottages incorpora te  one-story p o r t i c o s  across the facade. 
By the end o f  the  per iod,  kneewall f raming and asymmetrical L-p l  ans had been 
introduced; most cot tages i nco rpo ra t i ng  these elements are conserva t ive ly  
s t y l e d  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  s t ruc tu res .  Two-story, double- 
chimney, center-entered Greek Revival  and I t a l  iana te  farmhouses were bu i  1  t 
through the per iod.  Modest suburban developments o f  s i deha l l - p lan  I t a l i a n a t e  
houses were b u i l t  along School S t r e e t  and Centra l  S t ree ts  a t  the end o f  
the  per iod .  Gardner Chi lson, a  prominent l o c a l  i n d u s t r i  a1 i s t ,  bu i  1  t a  mansion 
j u s t  west o f  Main S t r e e t  du r i ng  the period, complete w i t h  formal gardens by 
an I r i s h  gardner. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several churches were founded i n  the per iod,  i nc lud ing  
the B a p t i s t  (1837) , a n t i  -s lavery  Methodis t  Episc.opa1 (1842), Swedenborgian 
(1838) and Ca tho l i c  (mission, 1859); churches were b u i l t  by the  Bap t i s t s  and 
Swedenborgi ans. I n  1839, the second meetinghouse of the  Congregational church 
was rep1 aced. The present  Congregational church on West S t ree t ,  a  two-and-a- 
h a l f  s t o r y  gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented p o r t i c o  and 
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s teep led  b e l f r y ,  may be t h i s  b u i l d i n g ;  i f  so, t h e  b u i l d i n g  underwent a  
remodel l ing c.  1860 i n  the Romanesque Reviva l  s t y l e .  The o the r  s t r u c t u r e s  
a re  n o t  known t o  surv ive .  A t  l e a s t  one school o f  t he  p e r i o d  i s  known t o  
surv ive ;  t h i s  i s  a  s tory-and-a-hal f ,  center -ent rance Greek Revival  b u i l d i n g  
on West S t ree t .  Other schools were undoubtedly cons t ruc ted  d u r i  ng t he  
pe r i od  and may su rv i ve  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  use. 

Commercial : A few two-s to ry  I t a l  i a n a t e  commerci a1 b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  
three-bay, center -ent rance facades a re  known a t  the town cen te r  on Main 
S t ree t ;  these may da te  f rom the  end o f  t h e  per iod .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The most no tab le  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  pe r i od  i s  
the Chi lson foundry (1853),  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  Chauncy S t r e e t  a t  the  town cen te r ,  
a  f o u r - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  bu i  l d i n g  w i t h  Romanesque Reviva l  d e t a i  1  ing .  Several 
o the r  frame f a c t o r i e s ,  most o f  them two s t o r i e s  t a l l  w i t h  gable r o o f s  and 
I t a l  i ana te  d e t a i l i n g ,  were a l s o  b u i l t  du r i ng  the per iod ,  b u t  none are known 
t o  surv ive .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

B. Populat ion:  

Steady popu la t i on  growth cont inues w i t h  increase f rom 2,432 i n  1870 t o  
5,772 i n  1915. Fore ign born t o t a l  o f  382 i n  1885 increased t o  1,301 by 1915. 
E thn i c  composit ion changes cons iderab ly  w i t h  l a r g e  i n f l u x  o f  I t a l i a n s  
apparent i n  1915 f i g u r e s .  E thn i c  composit ion i n  1885 p r i m a r i l y  I r i s h ,  Eng l i sh  
and Canadi an. by 191 5  

C. Sett lement:  

By 1895, Mans f i e l d  Center had been p l a t t e d  t o  most o f  i t s  p resen t  con- 
f i g u r a t i o n ,  a l though c o n s t r u c t i o n  on these l o t s  cont inued through the end 
o f  the per iod .  East  and West Mans f i e l d  cont inued t o  have l i n e a r  se t t lement  
a l though i n f i  11 occurred a long  e x i s t i n g  roads. I n d u s t r i a l  development 
encouraged a t  Mansf i e l d  Center by coa l  i t i o n  o f  communi t y  leaders r e s u l  t e d  
i n  complex on west s i de  o f  B & P t r acks  by 1890. 

D. Economic Base: 

Next town southwest a long  the Boston & Providence was At t leborough.  I n  
1859 the  town began making e f f o r t s  t o  a t t r a c t  some o f  the j ewe l r y  business 
f rom t h a t  town. By 1875 t h ree  manufacturers o f  j ewe l r y  produced over  $105,000 
worth, making i t  the l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  town ( f o l l o w e d  by Rogers' straw works 
and C h i l s o n ' s  foundry ) .  I n  the 1890s the  business reached i t s  peak. A f t e r  
1900 the demand was f o r  l e s s  g o l d  and cheaper cons t ruc t i on .  B igger  f i r m s  
w i t h  g r e a t e r  ou tpu ts  made compe t i t i on  from Mans f ie ld ' s  smal l e r  shops incr-eas- 
i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t .  
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Other e f f o r t s  t o  a t t r a c t  new i n d u s t r y  t o  Mans f ie ld  were made i n  the  1880s, 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  the  l o c a t i o n  here f rom Providence o f  t he  Manton Windlass & Steam 
Steerer  Co. (1882) and the Rumsey Bro thers  Shoe Factory  f rom Lynn (1888).  
Manton had patented steam windlass and s t e e r i n g  devices, bu t  the f i r m  l a s t e d  
o n l y  a  decade i n  Mans f ie ld .  Rumsey was a l s o  s h o r t - l i v e d ,  a  v i c t i m  o f  t he  
1890s business depression ; i t was succeeded by shoe-s tri ng shops. 

Simon W.  Card came t o  Mans f ie ld  i n  the  employ o f  John Birkenhead, who 
h imse l f  had come f rom Providence i n  1868 t o  make sp ind les  and la thes .  With 
the i n v e n t i o n  i n  1871 o f  machines t o  c u t  i n t e r n a l  and ex te rna l  screw threads, 
Card s e t  o u t  t o  manufacture taps and d ies ,  forming by 1894 t he  S. W. Card 
Manufactur ing Co. The Card company served as a  school f o r  numerous d i e  
makers. John and Murray Winter,  owners and operators  o f  the  Win te r  Brothers  
tap  and d i e  works i n  Wrentham, rece ived  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  here, as d i d  severa l  
o f  those who i n  1903 es tab l i shed  the  Bay S ta te  Tap and Die Co. i n  Mansf ie ld .  
I n  1913 S. W. Card merged w i t h  t he  Union Tw is t  D r i l l  Co. o f  A tho l ,  b u t  by 
t h a t  date, tap  and d i e  p roduc t ion  was a l ready  a  ma jo r  Mans f ie ld  i n d u s t r y .  

The Mans f i e l d  Board o f  Trade was formed i n  1892 and was ins t rumenta l  i n  
induc ing  l a r g e  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  l o c a t e  i n  Mansf ie ld .  Perhaps t h e  bes t  example 
o f  t h i s  work was t he  es tab l i shment  here o f  Wal ter  Lowney's Chocolate and 
Cocoa works i n  1903. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  g r e a t  m u l t i - s t o r y  f a c t o r y  Lowney 
b u i l t  a long the  r a i l r o a d  as an ad junc t  t o  h i s  Boston Nor th  End p lan t ,  
Lowney b u i l t  employee housing, a  model d a i r y  farm ( f o r  t he  chocolate works) 
and var ious  soc i  a1 ameni t i e s .  

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i  a1 : Resident i  a1 c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t he  town cen te r  increased 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  a  g r e a t  many s to ry -and-a-ha l f  and two- 
s t o r y  l a t e  I t a l  ianate/Queen Anne workers ' houses bu i  1  t eas t  of Main S t r e e t  
between East and P r a t t  S t ree t s .  At l e a s t  some o f  t h a t  housing, e s p e c i a l l y  
houses b u i l t  eas t  o f  Oakland S t r e e t  between Hope and P r a t t  S t ree ts ,  was 
company-bui l t  housing f o r  workers i n  t he  Lowney f a c t o r y .  S ing le - f am i l y  
houses predominate, b u t  a  number o f  two- fami ly  houses and some two deckers 
were a1 so bu i  1  t. More subs tan t i  a1 Queen Anne, Col on i  a1 Revival  and Craftsman 
houses were b u i l t  west o f  Main S t r e e t  a long Fu l t on  Pond; a  few o f  these 
i nco rpo ra te  East lake and S t i c k  S t y l e  d e t a i l i n g .  Elsewhere i n  the  town, 
modest specu la t i ve  development occurred a t  West Mans f i e l d  w i t h  a  number o f  
four-square,  pyramidal  h i p - roo fed  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  houses b u i l t  
on Balcolm and O t i s  S t ree t s  w i t h  s i m i l a r l y  modest Queen Anne and Co lon ia l  
Revival  houses sca t t e red  a1 ong o u t l y i n g  roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of no te  were bu i  1  t a t  the  
town cen te r  du r i ng  t he  per iod .  These i n c l u d e  t he  S o l d i e r ' s  Memorial L i b r a r y  
(1899), a  sh ing led  Queen Anne b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  rubb le  basement and Goth ic  
l a n c e t  windows, t h e  Cemetery Assoc ia t ion  Lodge (1898, Charles Eastman) on 
Spr ing S t r e e t ,  a  one-story  b r i c k  Romanesque Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  low 
square tower, t he  Town House (1883, John L. Faxon), a  c r u c i f o r m  Co lon ia l  
Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  b r i c k  (demol ished?) and a  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  sh ing led  Queen 
Anne/Craftsman Method is t  church ( c .  1900) on South Main S t ree t .  Also b u i l t  
were severa l  schools i n c l u d i n g  one very  f i n e  Georgian Reviva l  school on Balcolm 
(Be r r y  School, c. 1905), a  one-story  L -p l  an, b u f f  - b r i  ck s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  A r t s  
and C r a f t s  d e t a i l i n g  and a  h ip - roo fed  two-s to ry  Co lon ia l  Revival  school on 
Chauncy S t ree t ;  bo th  schools a r e  p r e s e n t l y  vacant.  Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e  a  bu f f -b r i ck  Georgian Reviva l  f i r e  s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  town 
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cen te r  and a  smal l  Tudor Reviva l  chapel on O t i s  S t r e e t  a t  West Mansf ie ld .  

Commercial : Two and t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  and frame commercial b locks, most 
o f  them Co lon ia l  Revival  i n  s t y l e ,  were b u i l t  a t  t h e  town cen te r  a t  t h e  t u r n  
o f  t h e  century .  Other more modest commercial b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  on West 
S t r e e t  and on Oakland S t ree t .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : A number o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  t h ree  and f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  f a c t o r i e s  
w i t h  Romanesque Reviva l  d e t a i l i n g  and m i l l  cons t ruc t i on  were b u i l t  a long t he  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a t  t h e  town cen te r .  A lso  b u i l t  a t  t h e  town cen te r  was t he  
f i v e - s t o r y  b r i c k  Lowney chocolate f a c t o r y  ( c .  1890) w i t h  a  s t y l i s h  c r e n e l l a t e d  
t h ree -s to r y  a d d i t i o n  o f  stone l a i d  i n  random rubb le  cons t ruc t i on  (c .  1910) 
a d j o i n i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g .  More modest frame b u i l d i n g s  o f  two and t h ree  
s t o r i e s  ' he igh t  were a1 so const ructed;  among these i s  the  two-s to ry  frame 
Richardson f a c t o r y  a t  West Mans f i e l d  on O t i s  S t r e e t .  Other i n d u s t r i a l  
bu i  l d i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i nc l ude  severa l  wooden r a i  1  road f r e i g h t  sheds a t  
West Mansf i e l  d  . 
EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Chauncy-Pratt S t r e e t  S ta te  Highway 106 

Popu la t ion  growth slowed cons iderab ly  between 1920 and 1940. End o f  pe r i od  
popu la t ion  t o t a l e d  6,530. 1930 f o r e i g n  born t o t a l  1,222. 

C. Sett lement:  

Continued development o f  p r e v i o u s l y  p l a t t e d  l o t s  a t  Mans f i e l d  Center du r i ng  
t h i s  per iod .  1940 WPA maps i n d i c a t e  some dense se t t l emen t  a t  t he  Mans f ie ld /  
Nor th  A t t leborough border a t  Greenwood Lake. 

D. Economic Base: 

R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  new i n d u s t r y  appears t o  have l oca ted  i n  town, though 
e x i s t i n g  f i rms ,  i n c l u d i n g  Bay S ta te  Tap and D ie  and t he  Mans f i e l d  Foundry 
exper ienced some p l a n t  expansion. The s t raw works c losed  i n  the  1920s. 

The town gained some prominence f o r  t h e  commercial c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  g l a d i o l i ,  
as a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  experiments begun here i n  1917 by a  n a t i v e  o f  Hol land. 
Cucumber r a i s i n g  was a l s o  a  b i g  business: I n  1927 growers o f  cucumbers recorded 
a  p roduc t  wor th  $150,000. 

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Modest-si zed one-story  h i  p- roofed cot tages were bu i  1  t as i n f  i 1 1  housing 
across the  town, bu t  comparat ive ly  1  i t t l e  cons t ruc t i on  took p lace  i n  the per iod.  
No i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a re  known f o r  t he  per iod ,  w i t h  commercial cons t ruc t i on  
l i m i t e d  t o  one-story  s t o r e f r o n t s  i n  concre te  and b r i c k  a t  the  town center .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Mansfield



X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

X I I .  

Mans f ie ld  has ve ry  few i n v e n t o r i e d  bu i l d i ngs ;  o n l y  the  e a r l i e s t  houses i n  
town and t he  most prominent i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  
are recorded. Fu r the r  survey e f f o r t s  should i d e n t i f y  s u r v i v i n g  Co lon ia l  and 
Federal s t r uc tu res ,  which are l i k e l y  a t  both East and West Mansf ie ld ,  as w e l l  
as s u r v i v i n g  Greek Reviva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t he  town center .  
I n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  appear t o  have surv ived  w e l l  and should be documented, 
espec ia l  l y  Ch i l son  foundry.  P o t e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  East Mans f i e l d  w i t h  we1 l- 
preserved Federal /Ear ly  I n d u s t r i  a1 landscape i n c l u d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
r e s i  d e n t i  a1 bu i  l d i n g s  around t r i a n g u l a r  "common". 

I n d u s t r i a l  : M a n s f i e l d ' s  town survey inc ludes  on l y  one i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  
t he  Mans f i e l d  M i l  1 i n g  Company, c u r r e n t l y  being g r e a t l y  a1 t e r e d  by the a d d i t i o n  
o f  new s i d i n g  and f e n e s t r a t i o n .  Three o f  t h e  key i n d u s t r i a l  complexes i n  
M a n s f i e l d ' s  l a t e  19 th  and e a r l y  20 th  cen tu ry  development s u r v i v e  and should 
be s tud ied  f o r  p o s s i b l e  Nat iona l  Reg is te r  des igna t ion :  t he  Lowney Chocolate 
Works, Gardner Ch i l son ' s  stone Mans f i e l d  I r o n  Foundry, and t he  S.W. Card Mfg. 
Co., now apartments. Other b u i l d i n g s  which should be surveyed i n c l u d e  the  
Kingman & Hodges j ewe l r y  f a c t o r y ,  the  Mans f i e l d  Water Works pumping s t a t i o n ,  
and the  town's  mun ic ipa l  l i g h t i n g  p l a n t .  
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