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MHC RECONAISSANCE SIIRVEY PEPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 3  COMF1UNITY: M i l l v i l l e  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The t o w n  o f  M i l l v i l l e  o c c u p i e s  a  n a r r o w  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  
i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  m e a s u r i n g  1 . 5  m i l e s  
f r o m  e a s t  t o  w e s t  and 3 .5  m i l e s  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h .  P a s s i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  1 / 3  o f  t h e  town  i s  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  P i v e r ,  
where  a  p r o s p e r o u s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  f a l l s  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  To t h e  s o u t h  t h e  n a r r o w  v a l l e y  r i s e s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0  f e e t  t o  a  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  p l a i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  300  
f e e t  above sea l e v e l  ( a s l ) .  To t h e  n o r t h  t h e  t e r r a i n  i s  b r o k e n  b y  
s e v e r a l  r i d g e s  and l e d g e  o u t c r o p s  w h i c h  p a r a l l e l  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y  
and r i s e  t o  more  t h a n  4 0 0  f e e t  above sea l e v e l .  

The d o m i n a n t  s o i l  t y p e  i s  G l o u c e s t e r  s t o n y  f i n e  sandy l o a m  w i t h  
some a r e a s  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  f i n e  sandy loam,  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  on t h e  
p l a i n  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y .  These g l a c i a l l y  f o r m e d  
and d e p o s i t e d  s o i l s ,  s i m i l a r  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  s t o n y  c o n t e n t  
o f  t h e  f o r m e r  t y p e ,  a r e  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
hay and g r a i n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  o r c h a r d s  and m a r k e t  g a r d e n s .  

S e v e r a l  s m a l l  s t r e a m s  f l o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  town.  Fox B r o o k ,  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  town,  f l o w s  e a s t  i n t o  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e ,  where  i t  
, j o i n s  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r .  Two s m a l l e r  s t r e a m s  f l o w  i n t o  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  
m i l l  s i t e s .  One spa11 pond  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  town .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

P a r t  o f  o r i g i n a l  Pendon G r a n t ,  1667, E s t a b l i s h e d  as p a r t  o f  s o u t h  
p a r i s h  1769 .  P a r t  o f  t o w n  o f  B l a c k s t o n e ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  1845 .  
I n c o r p o r a t e d  as a  town ,  f r o m  p a r t  o f  B l a c k s t o n e ,  1916.  

111. HISTORIC CVEPVIEW 

A s m a l l  s u b u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  commun i t y  s e t  i n  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l  l e y  
and e x t e n d i n g  i n t o  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  A p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  
o f  Mendon, and l a t e r  B l a c k s t o n e ,  w i t h  e a r l i e s t  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  
p r o b a b l y  c a .  1 7 0 0  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h i g h l a n d s .  D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  s o u t h  p a r i s h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  C h e s t n u t  H i 1  1, 1769.  I n d u s t r i a l  
g r o w t h  i n  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  a f t e r  1809,  w i t h  e a r l y  s c y t h e  and axe 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  and t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  a f t e r  181  5. G r o w t h  
s u s t a i n e d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  as  r e g i o n a l  
c a n a l  - r a i l  r o a d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r .  L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
i n d u s t r i a l  r e s u r g e n c e  w i t h  L a w r e n c e  F e l t i n g  and Woonsocket  
Rubber .  W h i l e  empty  f r a g n  e v i d e n c e  o f  i n d u s t r y  r e m a i n s ,  much o f  
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  / i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  M i l l v i l l e  
V i l l a g e  i s  i n t a c t .  



I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500 -1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N o r t h  s i d e  o f  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y .  C o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l  n o r t h  o f  r i v e r  
o n  L i n c o l n  S t r e e t ,  A l b e e  S t r e e t .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

The a r e a  now M i l l v i l l e  s e r v e d  as an a r e a  f o r  s e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g  and 
g a t h e r i n g  f o r m  t h e  l a r g e r  base  camp l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  now i n  
U x b r i d g e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  s i t e s  l o c a t e d  t h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  
R t .  146  s u r v e y ,  w e s t  o f  t h e  B L a c k s t o n e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  t o  
t h e  e a s t ,  s h o u l d  be  s i m i l a r l y  r i c h  i n  s i t e s .  U p l a n d  a r e a s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  w o u l d  be  u s e d  l e s s  i n t e n s i v e l y .  I t i s  n o t  c l e a r  how 
p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  N a r r a g a n s e t t  " b o r d e r "  may have  a f f e c t e d  d e n s i t y  
and u s e .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

F i s h i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  anadromous r u n s  i n  t h e  P l a c k s t o n e ,  o f  
p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e .  Some a g r i c u l t u r e  on t e r r a c e s ,  h u n t i n g  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  u p l a n d s .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s  

The d e n s i t y  o f  s i t e s  l o c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  R t .  1 4 6  s u r v e y  i n  
U x b r i d g e ,  e t c .  t o  t h e  w e s t  s u g g e s t s  a  f r e a u e n c y  o f  s i t e s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  f a r  p r e a t e r  t h a n  has  been  p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  
t h i s  i n l a n d  a r e a .  

V. PLANTATION PEPIQD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  r o u t e s  r e m a i n  i n  use .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

The a r e a  now M i l l v i l l e  was t h e  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  8 m i l e  
s q u a r e  Mendon G r a n t .  No p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  b y  c o l o n i a l s  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  Some o f  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  may have  become p a r t  
o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  i n  w h a t  i s  now 
U x b r i d g e ,  Waeuntug.  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

P r o b a b l e  use  b y  c o l o n i a l s  as  o u t l y i n g  f i e 1  d s ,  meadows, and p a s t u r e .  

I V .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  7 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

P e r i p h e r i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Mendon, w i t h  r o u t e  t o  c e n t e r  ( C h e s t n u t  
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S t r e e t ) .  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  7 6 9 )  becomes f o c u s  o f  
c o n n e c t i n g  p a t h s  t o  e a s t  ( T h a y e r  Poad, H i l l  S t r e e t ,  P r o v i d e n c e  
Road, s o u t h  o f  R i v e r )  becomes i m p o r t a n t  t h r o u g h  h i g h w a y .  

P. P o p u l a t i o n  

Few f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  because  p a r t  o f  Mendon. S o u t h  p a r i s h  
l o c a t e d  i t s  m e e t i n g h o u s e  h e r e ,  b u t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  
p r e a c h e r  a r o s e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  R a l c h  l e f t  a f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  due t o  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o v e r  paymen t .  L a r g e  numbers o f  d i s s e n t e r s ,  Q u a k e r s ,  
and  B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  may have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  d i f f i c u l t y  
p r o v i d i n g  a  l i v i n g .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

W h i l e  m o s t  c o l o n i a l s  o f  Mendon c l u s t e r e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  
town,  b y  1 7 2 2  enough had g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  so t h a t  s c h o o l  
t e a c h i n g  was r e q u i r e d  i n  M i l l v i l l e .  By 1766 M i l l v i l l e  and 
B l a c k s t o n e  t o  t h e  e a s t  r e c e i v e d  s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s  a s  T h i r d  
o r  S o u t h  P a r i s h ,  Mendon. The m e e t i n g h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  a t  C h e s t n u t  
H i l l ,  i n  t h e  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  M i l l v i l l e ,  w e s t  o f  t h e  
p a r i s h ' s  g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r .  

D. Economic  Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  p r o v i d e s  p r i m a r y  emp loymen t  w i t h  good b u t  r o c k y  s o i l .  
G r i s t  m i l l  on t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  b y  1712,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s a w m i l l  i n  
1753 .  As p a r t  o f  Mendon, c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as an E g a l i t a r i a n  Fa rm 
c o m m u n i t y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

L i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o b s e r v e d  f r o m  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
O f  s p e c i a l  n o t e ,  however ,  i s  t h e  1769  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  
a  t w o - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e n t r a n c e  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e .  The d o o r  i s  f r a m e d  b y  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  
r u s t i c a t e d  bases  s u p p o r t i n g  a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  and p e d i m e n t .  The 
n o r t h e a s t  e n t r a n c e  has a  s i m i l a r  p e d i m e n t e d  d o o r .  The n o r t h e a s t  
and  s o u t h w e s t  g a b l e  ends a r e  f o u r  b a y s  w i d e .  A l l  w indows have  
c a p s  s p l a y e d  t o  r e s e m b l e  j a c k  a r c h e s  on a  masonry  b u i l d i n g .  On 
t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  pews and p u l p i t  a r e  c e d a r  g r a i n e d .  

A l s o  n o t e d  was a o n e - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  " h a l f  h o u s e "  
o n  Legg  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  M i l l v i l l e .  A d d i t i o n s  
have  been made t o  t h e  w e s t  g a b l e  end.  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775 -1  8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o l o n i a l  r o a d  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n s  i n  use .  B l  a c k s t o n e  Cana l  opened 
1828,  w i t h  l o c k s  s o u t h  o f  r i v e r ,  e a s t  o f  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

S t i l l  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  a  p a r t  o f  Mendon. W i t h  f a c t o r i e s  
a t  v i l l a g e  o f  M i l l  v i l l e  on  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
p o r t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s .  A t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  M e e t i n g h o u s e ,  
a  m i n i s t e r  was s h a r e d  w i t h  F i r s t  Mendon b e t w e e n  1805-12 ,  t h e  l a s t  
a p p o i n t e d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n t i n u e d  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h ,  w i t h  some 
c l u s t e r i n g  n e a r  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  M e e t i n g h o u s e ,  t h o u g h  c h u r c h  i s  
d i s b a n d e d  b y  1830.  I n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  a t  M i l l v i l l e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  
1809,  w i t h  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  m a n u f a c t o r y ,  i n c l  u d i  ng  s y c t h e  and a x e  
p r o d u c t i o n .  Woolen m i l l s  b u i l t  1814,  1825.  M i l l v i l l e  H o t e l  b u i l t  
1822.  Mos t  p e r i o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  have  t a k e n  p l a c e  s o u t h  
o f  r i v e r .  

D .  Economic  Base 

The f a l l s  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M i l l v i l l e ,  s t i l l  a  p a r t  o f  Flendon, 
were  t h e  f o c u s  o f  e a r l y  c o m m e r c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  was added t o  an 
e x i s t i n g  saw and g r i s t  m i l l ,  b u i l t  i n  1 7 3 2  on t h e  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  
r i v e r .  These m i l l  s  s e r v e d  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
w h i c h  r a i s e d  hay ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  and g r a i n s .  The a r e a  was b r o u g h t  
i n t o  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s p h e r e  o f  P r o v i d e n c e  m e r c h a n t s  b y  t h e  4 t h  
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  Led b y  J o h n  Brown,  P r o v i d e n c e  
m e r c h a n t s  expanded t h e i r  w h o l e s a l e  and r e t a i l  t r a d e  up  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  and i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  They e i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
s t o r e s  o r  p r o v i d e d  i m p o r t e d  and m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods t o  s t o r e k e e p e r s  
i n  exchange f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  1  i v e s t o c k ,  meat ,  p o t a s h ,  
and  l u m b e r .  

I n  t h e  second  decade o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  f a l l s ,  A w o o l e n  m i l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  on t h e  
R l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r ,  was b u i l t  i n  1814 a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  a  
s c y t h e  p a n u f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  where  axes  and s y c t h e s  w e r e  
f o r g e d .  I n  1825,  a  s t o n e  m i l l  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  w o o l e n  
c l o t h  was added b y  C o l l i n s  Capron.  

A l a r g e  b o o s t  t o  M i l l v i l l e ' s  i m p o r t a n c e  was t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  Canal  i n  1828  b e t w e e n  W o r c e s t e r  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e .  A s e t  
o f  l o c k s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f a l l s  on  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r ,  and s t i l l  s u r v i v e  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  The c a n a l  f a c i l i t a t e d  
t h e  movement o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods and g r e a t l y  
l e s s e n e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t  t o  m i l l  owners ,  who were  e n a b l e d  t o  
e a s i l y  b r i n g  i n  raw m a t e r i a l s  and s h i p  o u t  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s .  
Cana l  c o s t s  w e r e  6 k l t o n l m i l e  as  opposed  t o  $ 2 5 / t o n / m i l e  o v e r  
l a n d .  The c a n a l  a l s o  added c o m m e r c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a s  a  m i n o r  c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r  o f  goods b e t w e e n  
U x b r i d g e  and B l a c k s t o n e .  

I n  1830 t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i l l s  w e r e  c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  f a l l s :  a  
c o r n m i l  1 ,  s a w m i l l ,  t w o  w o o l e n  m i l l  s, and a  s c y t h e  m a n u f a c t o r y .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

D e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  a p p e a r  m i n i m a l  . O n e - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  
ch i t vney  d w e l l i n g s ,  t h r e e  f i v e - b a y  and one f o u r - b a y  e x a m p l e s ,  w h i c h  
a p p e a r  t o  be l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y - e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s u r v i v e .  A 
f i v e - b a y ,  s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  b r i c k - e n d  
w a l l s  was n o t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  as was a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  
d o u b l  e - c h i m n e y ,  d o u b l  e - p i l e  house  o n  C H e s t n u t  S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
C h e s t n u t  H i l l  M e e t i n g h o u s e .  

V I I  I. EARLY 1NDUSTP.IAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

R a i l  r o a d  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  01 a c k s t o n e  V a l  l e y  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  
P r o v i d e n c e  and W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 4 7 )  a n d  N o r f o l k  C o u n t y  
R a i l r o a d  ( l a t e r  B o s t o n ,  H a r t f o r d  and  E i r e ,  1849,  w i t h  w e s t e r n  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  New York  1 8 5 4 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

S t i l l  no i n f o r m a t i o n  b e c a u s e  p a r t  o f  Mendon u n t i l  1845,  t h e r a f t e r  
p a r t  o f  new town  o f  R l a c k s t o n e .  P o p u l a t i o n  expands  w i t h  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  A t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M i l l v i l l e  r e l i g i o u s  
s o c i e t i e s  f o r m  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e .  I n  1833,  a  M e t h o d i s t  
R e f o r m e d  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  d e e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  power  o f  b i s h o p s ,  was 
f o r m e d ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  i n  1850 .  The y e a r  
b e f o r e ,  a P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  was f o r m e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S i g n i f i c a n t  g r o w t h  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M i l l v i l l e  V i l l a g e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  1 8 4 0 s .  Woolen m i l  1  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  1835,  1845.  M e t h o d i s t  R e f o r m  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 3 3 ) ,  S a i n t  
J o h n ' s  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 8 1 )  l o c a t e  s o u t h  o f  r i v e r  o n  
C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  P r e s b y t e r i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 3 8 )  n e a r b y .  
Commerc ia l  f o c u s  n o r t h  o f  r i v e r  a t  M a i n  S t r e e t I C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  W o r k e r  c o t t a g e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  s o u t h  o f  r i v e r .  H i g h  
i n c o m e  f o c u s  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  a t  Quake r  R o a d I C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

D.  Economic  Base 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  N i l l v i l l e  expanded  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  
t w o  d e c a d e s ;  t h e  I s l a n d  M i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1835 ,  and a  new b r i c k  
m i l l  was b u i l t  b y  Welcome Fa rnum s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he  p u r c h a s e d  a l l  
t h e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  i n  1845 .  The p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i n e  s a t i n e t s ,  
b r o a d c l o t h s ,  and c a s s i m e r e s  was c o n t i n u e d  b y  t h e  new owner .  
Farnum and h i s  b o t h e r  D a r i u s  had d e v e l o p e d  t h r e e  s u c c e s s f u l  w o o l e n  
m i l l s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  W a t e r f o r d ,  down s t r e a m  a t  t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  
b o r d e r ,  b e t w e e n  1 8 2 5  and  1835 ,  as  w e l l  a s  one o p e r a t i n g  m i l l  i n  
S o u t h  U x b r i d g e  and  Woonsocket ,  R . I .  The d e p r e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
1 8 5 0 s  p r o v e d  t o o  much f o r  Farnum, as  he  f a i l e d ,  and t h e  m i l l s  
p a s s e d  t o  new o w n e r s .  
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C o m m e r c i a l :  A h o t e l  p r e - d a t i n g  1857 f o r m e r l y  s t o o d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  
one b l o c k  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  A t w o - s t o r y  Greek  R e v i v a l  s t o r e  
w i t h  f l  u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e  and  q u o i n s  was o b s e r v e d .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1  5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By e a r l y  1800s,  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  
f o r m  W o o n s o c k e t / B l a c k s t o n e  t o  N o r t h b r i d g e / W o r c e s t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

S t i l l  f e w  f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  p a r t  o f  B l a c k s t o n e ,  b u t  v i l l a g e  
numbered 2,516, 8 0 7  f a m i l i e s ,  i n  1895,  o r  44% o f  t h e  town  o f  
P l a c k s t o n e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  A f t e r  1880,  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
was s e r v e d  b y  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s  c h u r c h .  I n  1892,  a  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h  
was fo rmed .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

C o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  and e x p a n s i o n  o f  M i l l v i l l e  V i l l a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Woonsocket  R u b b e r  F a c t o r y  ( 1 8 8 2 )  a n d  
L a w r e n c e  F e l t i n g  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  b u i l t  on 
N o r t h  s i d e  o f  R i v e r  o n  L i n c o l n  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 8 0 ) .  S t .  M a r k ' s  L u t h e r a n  
C h u r c h  ( 1 8 9 2 )  b u i l t  i n  e x i s t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  c l u s t e r  on  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t ,  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church  moves s o u t h e a s t  t o  Hanney 
S t r e e t .  M u l t i f a m i l y  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  b u i l t  n o r t h  o f  r i v e r  ( W a l n u t  
S t r e e t ,  F l e t c h e r  Avenue, P r e s t o n  S t r e e t ,  M a i n  S t r e e t ) ,  and s o u t h  
( P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  Hope S t r e e t ,  H i l l  S t r e e t  a r e a ) .  

D. Economic  Base 

I n  t h e  1870s ,  M i l l v i l l e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n o t h e r  p e r i o d  o f  economic  
g r o w t h  and e x p a n s i o n .  The s teampowered  M a n s f i e l d  S c y t h e  F a c t o r y  
was b u i l t  o f f  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  i n  1871,  
b u t  i n  1 8 7 7  i t  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  w o o l e n  m i l l .  O r i e n t a l  W o r s t e d  
M i l l s  o p e r a t e d  f o u r  s e t s  o f  m a c h i n e r y  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w o r s t e d  
and c a s s i m e r e s .  A m i n o r  s e t b a c k  was t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  1825  s t o n e  
m i l l  i n  1874.  A  c o m m i t t e e  was a p p o i n t e d  i n  1877 t o  s e c u r e  
a d d i t i o n a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  f o r  M i l l v i l l e ,  and t h e y  soon 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  t w o  l a r g e  compan ies  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  a i l i n g  
t e x t i l e  f i r m s .  Woonsocket  R u b b e r  Co. a n d  L a w r e n c e  F e l t i n g  Co. 
p u r c h a s e d  t h e  M i l l v i l l e  w a t e r  p r i v i l e g e ,  and s e t  a b o u t  b u i l d i n g  
new f a c t o r i e s .  Lawrence  F l e t i n g  Co. e r e c t e d  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  f a c t o r y  
b u i l d i n g  on  t h e  e a s t  bank o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  1878 and  i n  1882,  t h e  
Woonsocket  R u b b e r  Co. e r e c t e d  a  l a r g e  f a c t o r y  a f t e r  o b t a i n i n g  a  
t h r e e - y e a r  t a x  a b a t e m e n t  f o r m  t h e  town.  

A l o n g ,  v e r y  v i o l e n t  s t r i k e  among t h e  r u b b e r  w o r k e r s  a t  t h e  p l a n t s  
s h a t t e r e d  t h e  renewed hopes f o r  p r o s p e r i t y .  Scabs w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n  
by  t h e  owners  and W o r c e s t e r  C i t y  P o l i c e  were  c a l l e d  i n t o  e n s u r e  
t h e i r  s a f e t y  f r o m  t h e  a n g r y  s t r i k e r s .  The s t r i k e  l a s t e d  s e v e r a l  
mon ths  b e f o r e  work  resumed.  

I n  1893,  Woonsocket  Rubber  Co. and L a w r e n c e  F e l t i n g  j o i n e d  U.S. 
Rubber ,  a  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n .  
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A d u l l  p e r i o d  i n  t r a d e  f o l l o w e d ,  as  more  t h a n  1,200 o p e r a t i v e s  a t  
t h e  p l a n t s  w e r e  l a i d  o f f  f o r  p e r i o d s  o f  up t o  s i x  m o n t h s  d u r i n g  
1894-1897 .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  s m a l l  shoe shops  and b l a c k s m i t h s  d i s a p p e a r e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  d i d  t h e  d i s t i l l e r y ,  t a i l o r ' s  shop and c a r p e n t e r s '  
shops  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  By 1900,  t h e  O r i e n t a l  
M i l l s  were  no l o n g e r  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  had 
ceased ,  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  r u b b e r  goods and woo l  and 
f e l t  b o o t  l i n i n g s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  V e r y  l i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  o b s e r v e d .  
S i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n s  and a  f e w  m i d e a s t  Queen Anne a n d  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  town  c e n t e r .  Two 
a s y m m e t r i c a l  t w o - s t o r y  dwe l  l i n g s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  R o u t e  1 2 2  a n d  
t h e  r a i l  r o a d .  S t a n d a r d  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e d  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 8 1 )  i s  a  
o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  
s q u a r e  t o w e r  c o n t a i n i n g  a  p e d i m e n t e d  e n t r y .  S t .  Mark  I s  L u t h e r a n  
Church ,  now M e t h o d i s t ,  was e r e c t e d  i n  1892  a n d  i s  a  s i m p l e  G o t h i c  
f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  t o w e r .  The Town H a l l  i s  a  
t h r e e - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t w o  o r i e l  w indows.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The L a w r e n c e  F e l t i n g  Company m i l l  f o r m e r l y  s t o o d  on  
t h e  B l  a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  and was a  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  b r o a d  g a b l e - r o o f e d  
b u i l d i n g  h a v i n g  a  s i d e  t o w e r  w i t h  a  m a n s a r d  r o o f .  A t w o - s t o r y  
h i p p e d  r o o f ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  s t r u c t u r e  (now a  d w e l l i n g )  w i t h  
b r a c k e t t e d  e a v e s  and b a t t e r e d  w a l l s  s t a n d s  b e s i d e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
a l o n g  R o u t e  1 2 2  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

X. E a r l y  Modern  P e r i o d  ( 1  915-1  9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

S t r e e t c a r  l i n e  abandoned b y  1920s .  M a i n  S t r e e t  i s  i m p r o v e d  as 
m a j o r  h i g h w a y  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  ( N o r t h b r i d g e  t o  W o o n s o c k e t / P r o v i d e n c e  
( R o u t e  1 2 2 ) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

M i l l v i l l e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was 2,224 i n  1920,  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  y e a r  
a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  and grew t o  2,366 i n  1925 .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  and b a n k r u p t i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r  e m p l o y e r  
can  be seen i n  a  d r o p  t o  1 ,722  b y  1948.  The t o w n  was r u n  b y  a  
M u n i c i p a l  F i n a n c e  Commiss ion  t h r o u g h  1945.  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
t h e  t o w n ' s  P o l e s  a n d  L i t h u a n i a n s  f o r m e d  a  s o c i e t y  i n  1916.  The 
t o w n ' s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l  l e d  19% a t  p e r i o d ' s  end.  O n l y  
4.6% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was c a t e g o r i z e d  as  r u r a l  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h  some i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n :  
Temperance H a l l  ( 1 9 1 6 ) ,  Town H a l l  ( d a t e ? ) ,  P o l i s h  H a l l  ( 1 9 2 3 ) .  
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D .  Economic Base 

The 20th  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  demise of a l l  i n d u s t r y  i n  M i l l v i l l e  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Crash of 1929. P r i o r  t o  t h e  Depression of t h e  
1930s ,  2,000 were employed 150,  b o o s t e r d  by a  war needs and t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p r o s p e r i t y .  In 1920, t h e  Lamb K n i t t i n g  Co. was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  of $25,000 and engaged i n  t h e  
manufac ture  of woolen, w o r s t e d ,  and l i g h t w e i g h t  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c s .  

The c o l l a p s e  of 1929 caused  s e r i o u s  problems f o r  t h e  companies and 
t h e  town. As t h e  town government r e f u s e d  t o  g r a n t  lower v a l u a t i o n  
f o r  t a x e s ,  t h e  two rubber  companies ,  l a r g e s t  t a x p a y e r s  i n  t h e  
town, sought  an abatement  from t h e  Mass. Board of  Tax Appeals ,  
which was g r a n t e d .  The town, unable t o  pay t h e  abatement  and 
r a i s e  t a x e s ,  could  not even borrow money. In 1933 t h e  s t a t e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  municipal  f i n a n c e  commission f o r  t h e  town of 
M i l l v i l l e ,  which remained i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  1944, when M i l l v i l l e  once 
aga in  won t h e  r i g h t  t o  conduct  town a f f a i r s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

L i t t l e  ev idence  of s i g n i f i c a n t  growth o r  development.  Two 
bungalows, a  Four Square house,  and a  1925 s t o r e  ( i n  t h e  c e n t e r )  
were noted .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Millville




