
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
MILTON 
 
Report Date: 1981 
 
Associated Regional Report: Boston Area 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Da te :  May 1 9 8 1  Community: M i l t o n  

TOPOGRAPHY 

Town o c c u p i e s  1 3 . 2  s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  o f  which a l l  b u t  a s m a l l  
p o r t i o n  l i e  w i t h i n  t h e  w a t e r s h e d  of  t h e  Neponset  R i v e r ,  
which forms  t h e  t o w n ' s  n o r t h e r n  boundary w i t h  D o r c h e s t e r .  
The t o w n ' s  s o u t h e r n  boundary is marked by t h e  B lue  H i l l s ,  
t h e  r e g i o n ' s  most  c e l e b r a t e d  r a n g e  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  l i m i t  
of  t h e  Bos ton  B a s i n .  G r e a t  Blue  H i l l ,  a t  635  f e e t ,  t h e  
h i g h e s t  p o i n t  w i t h i n  1 0  m i l e s  o f  t h e  c o a s t  between Maine 
and F l o r i d a ,  h a s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  had  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  i n  
l a n d  s u r v e y s  and meteorological o b s e r v a t i o n .  

T i d e w a t e r  r e a c h e s  i n l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  Neponset  a s  f a r  as 
M i l t o n  Lower F a l l s ,  t h e  f i r s t  ma jo r  waterpower  on t h e  
r i v e r .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  
became a  ma jo r  commerc ia l  and  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r , t h o u g h  t h e  
Upper F a l l s  ( o p p o s i t e  Ma t t apan )  a l s o  saw i n d u s t r i a l  deve lop-  
ment .  None of  t h e  t o w n ' s  o t h e r  s t r e a m s  deve loped  as s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  waterpower  s o u r c e s .  

P r o b a b l y  n e a r l y  two t h i r d s  o f  t h e  town d r a i n s  i n t o  t h e  
Neponset  v i a  P i n e  T r e e  Brook,  which rises i n  t h e  Blue  H i l l s  
n e a r  H i l l s i d e  Pond. I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  i ts r u n  n o r t h ,  g a t h e r i n g  
s m a l l e r  s t r e a m s  from e i t h e r  s i d e ,  i t  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  a b r o a d ,  
boggy i n l a n d  p l a i n  (now t h e  s i t e  o f  P i n e  T r e e  Brook R e s e r v o i r ) ,  
hemmed i n  on a l l  s i d e s  by h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s .  The b rook  
e s c a p e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  t h r o u g h  a nar row g o r g e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  
the PJeponset above Laver Fal ls .  Unau i ty  Brook,  r i s i n g  a t  hililton 
C e n t e r  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  town h a l l ,  f l o w s  e a s t  
a round  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of  M i l t o n  H i l l  t o  G u l l i v e r ' s  C r e e k ,  
t h e  f o r m e r  Neponset  R i v e r  t e r m i n u s  o f  t h e  G r a n i t e  Rai lway.  
B lue  H i l l  R i v e r ,  t h e  o n l y  s t r e a m  n o t  p a r t  of t h e  Neponset 
s y s t e m ,  f l o w s  o f f  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of  t h e  B lue  H i l l s  i n t o  t h e  
Mona t iquo t ,  r e a c h i n g  t h e  sea a t  Weymouth F o r e  R i v e r .  

Much o f  t h e  town is h i l l y  a n d n o t  u n d e r  100  f e e t  e l e v a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  e l e v a t i o n s  n o r t h  of  t h e  Blue  H i l l s  
were M i l t o n  H i l l  ( 138  f e e t )  and Brush H i l l  ( 258  f e e t ) ,  b o t h  
h e i g h t s  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  Neponset  R i v e r .  The f o r m e r  h a s  l o n g  
been  famed f o r  i ts  m a g n i f i c e n t  v iew t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d e a s t  a c r o s s  
t h e  Neponset  meadows and o u t  t o  s e a .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of  Dorches te r ,ca l led  U n q u e t y q u i s s e t t  w i t h  1660 
g r a n t  l i n e  o v e r  Great B lue  H i l l  s u r v i v i n g  a t  Canton boundary .  
E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  M i l t o n  (1662)  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  B r a i n t r e e  boundary 
i n t a c t  as Quincy  l i n e  t h r o u g h  Cunningham P a r k .  P o r t i o n s  of 
B r a i n t r e e  I r o n  Works g r a n t  (now Q u i n c y )  annexed d u r i n g  e a r l y  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  boundary  a t  B l u e  H i l l  R i v e r .  Brush H i l l  
s e c t i o n  of  Fa i rmon t  annexed t o  Hyde P a r k  1868  and  o r i g i n a l  
Neponset  R i v e r  boundary  w i t h  D o r c h e s t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  Boston 
annex  (1870 and 1 9 1 2 ) .  M i l t o n  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  S u f f o l k  County ,  
i n c l u d e d  as p a r t  of  N o r f o l k  County 1794.  
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- 2 -  

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

A f f l u e n t  s u b u r b a n  town on s o u t h e r n  a x i s  of i n n e r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  
Bos ton .  Loca t ed  be tween  Neponse t  R i v e r  and B l u e  H i l l s  w i t h  
i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e  a t  U n q u i t y n e s s i t  F a l l s ( L o w e r  
M i l l s )  and r e p o r t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a  o f  Neponset  t r i b e  on 
Mi l ton  H i l l .  E a r l y  E n g l i s h  c o n t a c t  a l o n g  Neponset  by n a t i v e  
t r a d e r s  b e f o r e  1630  w i t h  s e t t l e m e n t  f rom D o r c h e s t e r  a t  Lower 
M i l l s  d u r i n g  mid-17th c e n t u r y .  Formal  town e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
by L a t e  F i r s t  P e r i o d  w i t h  m e e t i n g  house  on M i l t o n  H i l l  
(Adams S t ) ,  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  on Academy H i l l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development  a l o n g  Canton  Ave d i v i s i o n  highway.  Some a l t e r e d  
l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  h o u s e s  on Brush  H i l l  Rd w i t h  a u t h e n t i c  
F i r s t  P e r i o d  examples  f r o m  D o r c h e s t e r  on H i l l s i d e  S t .  
Neponset  R i v e r  m i l l  s i t e s  d e v e l o p e d  a s  p r i m a r y  economic  
f o c u s  d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a t  Lower M i l l s  a t  Mat tapan  w i t h  
s h i f t  o f  town c e n t e r  t o  Canton  Ave d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen-  
t u r y .  L o c a t i o n  o f  e a r l y  estate  d i s t r i c t  on M i l t o n  H i l l  
o v e r  Neponset  m a r s h e s  w i t h  s u r v i v a l  o f  Hu tch inson  F i e l d  
a s  remnant o f  mid-18th c e n t u r y  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o r i g i n a l  Ha-Ha. S e v e r a l  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  p e r i o d  h o u s e s  o f  
v e r n a c u l a r  p l a n  t h r o u g h o u t  a r e a  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  examples  
on Adams S t . ,  B rush  H i l l  Rd and  H i l l s i d e  S t .  C o n t i n u e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy t h r o u g h  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  p r i -  
mary economic deve lopmen t  a t  Lower M i l l s  and  a l o n g  
Boston t u r n p i k e s  t o  B l u e  H i l l s  w i t h  examples  of b r i c k - e n d  
F e d e r a l  h o u s e s .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  West Q u i n c y  g r a n i t e  
q u a r r i e s  c r e a t e d  e a r l y  r a i l r o a d  v i l l a g e  a t  E a s t  M i l t o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v a l  o f  mid-19th c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  
G r a n i t e  ~ v e .  Commuter r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  ~ o w e r  ~ i l i s  and  
Neponset  expanded  e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  o n  M i l t o n  H i l l ,  
Brush H i l l  w i t h  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  Greek  R e v i v a l  and V i c t o r i a n  
p e r i o d  h o u s e s  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y .  A f f l u e n t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopmen t  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
a round  B l u e  H i l l s  w i t h  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  of  l o c a l  f a r m s t e a d s  
on H i l l s i d e  S t  and  Canton  Ave. R e l a t e d  s u b u r b a n  areas de- 
v e l o p e d  be tween  Academy H i l l  and  Lower M i l l s  a l o n g  Canton 
Ave w i t h  examples  o f  e l a b o r a t e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  and  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  d e s i g n s ,  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n s  a l o n g  High land  S t  t o  
Wadsworth H i l l  i n  b r i c k  and  s t u c c o  s t y l e s .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
development  o f  B l u e  H i l l s  R e s e r v a t i o n  by e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  p a r k  b u i l d i n g s  i n  r u s t i c  s t y l e  and 
h i s t o r i c  c o n c r e t e  o b s e r v a t o r y  t o w e r  a t  B l u e  H i l l  summit .  
Expans ion  of  t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  f rom Mat tapan  c r e a t e d  t r a c t  
h o u s i n g  a r e a  a l o n g  B l u e  H i l l  Ave and  Brook S t  w i t h  s im i l a r  
p a t t e r n  a round  E a s t  M i l t o n  c e n t e r .  P r i m a r y  commer ica l  
f o c u s  r ema ined  a t  Lower M i l l s  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  
b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  of  Romanesque d e s i g n  a n d  r e l a t e d  m i l l  com- 
p l e x .  Growth of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b e l t  a r o u n d  M i l t o n  C e n t e r  
and Brush  H i l l  Rd w i t h  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  and a s s o c i a t e d  
s t r u c t u r e s  by mid-20th  c e n t u r y .  A t  p r e s e n t , d e v e l o p m e n t  
p r e s s u r e s  a r e  mos t  e v i d e n t  a r o u n d  E a s t  M i l t o n  Center with exten- 
s i v e  commerc ia l  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  S o u t h e a s t  Expressway and 
a round  B lue  H i l l s  R e s e r v a t i o n  and Rou te  1 2 8 .  Remaining 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  r e t a i n  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  f a b r i c  w i t h  con- 
s c i o u s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  s t r u c t u r e s  a round  M i l t o n  H i l l  and  
Brush H i l l  e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t s .  
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Some e v i d e n c e  o f  economic  change  is e v i d e n t  f rom Mat tapan  
c e n t e r  a l o n g  B lue  H i l l  Ave and  Brook S t ,  w h i l e  Neponset  
marshes  s u r v i v e  as f r a g i l e  n a t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e  a round  w i l d l i f e  I 

r e s e r v a t i o n .  I 
i 

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

I m p o r t a n t  N/S c o r r i d o r  f rom Neponset  R i v e r  o v e r  Blue  
H i l l s  w i t h  documented f o r d  s i t e s  a t  Lower M i l l s ,  (Adams S t ) .  
Mat tapan  ( B l u e  H i l l  Ave) and  P a u l s  B r i d g e  (Neponse t  V a l l e y  
Pkwy.) .  P r imary  t r a i l  f rom Bos ton  Harbor  t o  S o u t h  S h o r e  
a t  U n q u i t y n i s s e t t  (Lower M i l l s )  r e p o r t e d  as Adams S t  t o  
E a s t  M i l t o n  w i t h  b r a n c h  t o  [Mis]squantum p e n i n s u l a  s u s p e c t e d  

1 
! 

as Squantum S t .  Rou te  o v e r  B l u e  H i l l s f r o m  H o o s i c w h i s i c k  
i 

(Houghtons)  Pond a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w s  H i l l s i d e  S t  be tween  
i 

Breeze  and  Houghton H i l l s  down t o  P l e a s a n t  S t  and  o v e r  
Unqui ty  Brook t o  Adams S t  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  c o u r s e  a r o u n d  P i n e  
T r e e  Brook p r e s e r v e d  a t  Highland-Randolph Ave. P r o b a b l e  
c o n n e c t o r  t h r o u g h  B l u e  H i l l  g ap  a t  C h i c a t u a b u t  H i l l  f o l l o w s  
a x i s  o f  F o r e s t  S t  t o  H i l l s i d e .  Route  o v e r  B l u e  H i l l  f rom 
Punkapoag (Can ton )  a l o n g  Neponse t  v a l l e y  a p p r o x i m a t e s  
Brush H i l l  Rd f rom B l u e  H i l l  Ave t o  P a u l s  B r i d g e  and  Mattapan 
f o r d s .  T r a i l  l i n k  be tween  Mat tapan  and Lower M i l l s  r e p o r t e d  
as Rugg le s  Lane t o  Brook S t  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  segment  i n t a c t  ! 

a l o n g  P i n e  T r e e  Brook .  S u s p e c t e d  t r a i l  r o u t e s  f rom H i l l s i d c  
Ave. t o  Neponse t  f o r d s  would s e e m  l i k e l y  a l o n s  P i n e  
T r e e  Brook t o  Mat tapan  and  a round  Wadsworth H i l l  (H igh land  I 

S t )  t o  C h u r c h i l l s  Lane o v e r  Unqui ty  Brook.  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

No documented p e r i o d  s i tes  r e p o r t e d  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  
p r e s e n c e  is  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e .  S e v e r a l  s i t es  w i t h  Woodland 
components r e p o r t e d  a l o n g  Neponset  R i v e r  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
v i c i n i t y  o f  M i l t o n  H i l l ,  t h e  Wol l a s ton  g o l f  c o u r s e ,  and 
M i l t o n  Lower M i l l s .  S i t e s  a l s o  l i k e l y  a l o n g  Unqu i ty  and 
P i n e  T r e e  Brooks a n d  a r o u n d  t h e i r  u p l a n d  t r i b u t a r y  ponds .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  

An a r e a  w i t h  d i v e r s e  r e s o u r c e s :  s e a s o n a l  f i s h  r u n s  i n  
Neponset  and  i ts  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  w i t h  ma jo r  a c c e s s  p o i n t  a t  
Mi l ton  Lower F a l l s ;  b r o a d  r i v e r i n e  meadow l a n d s  f o r  h u n t i n g /  
g a t h e r i n g ;  p r o x i m i t y  t o  s h e l l f i s h  and  o t h e r  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s  
i n  t h e  Neponset  e s t u a r y ;  s e v e r a l  ma jo r  l i t h i c  q u a r r i e s  i n  
t h e  B l u e  H i l l s  - n o t a b l y  t h e  B r a i n t r e e  s l a t e  and  H o r n f e l s  
q u a r r y .  L o c a t i o n  n e a r  c o a s t  a l s o  made t h i s  a  l i k e l y  a r e a  
f o r  p e r i o d  t r a d e  be tween  n a t i v e s  and Europeans  (Dav id  - 

Thompson r e p u t e d  t o  b e  t r a d i n g  i n  Neponset  a r e a  as e a r l y  a s  
1619) .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  

An a r e a  o f  m a j o r  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n ;  p a r t  o f  : t h e  c o r e  
a r e a  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t  g r o u p .  S t r o n g  n a t i v e  p r e s e n c e  
documented by e t h n o h i s t o r i c  r e p o r t s .  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Milton



While  many s i tes  have  l i k e l y  been  d e s t r o y e d  by i n t e n s i v e  
u rban  and  suburban  g r o w t h ,  a h i g h  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  many 
o t h e r s  r ema in .  

FIRST PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  improved a s  r e g i o n a l  highways w i t h  main 
r o a d  t o  Plymouth (Adams S t )  f rom Lower M i l l s  b r i d g e  ( 1 6 3 3 ) .  
Dorches t e r -Mi l ton  d i v i s i o n  (1660)  p r e s e r v e d  as Canton Ave 
c o n n e c t i n g  r o a d  f rom b u r y i n g  g round .  (Cent re -Canton  S t s )  
t o  m e e t i n g  house  (Adams S t )  as C h u r c h i l l s  Lane.  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

E a r l i e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  c .  1634.  T h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  town 
had  e s t i m a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  of 200-250 p e o p l e  w i t h  abou t  40 
h o u s e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

R e p o r t e d  o c c u p a t i o n  by E n g l i s h  t r a d e r s  a l o n g  Neponset 
a t  u n g u i t y n e s s i t  (Lower M i l l s )  d u r i n g  1620s .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  m i l l  and b r i d g e  (1633)  on Plymouth highway (Adams S t )  
f rom D o r c h e s t e r  c r e a t e s  Lower M i l l s  v i l l a g e  by mid-17th 
c e n t u r y .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  M i l t o n  mee t ing  house  (1671)  on 
M i l t o n  H i l l  (Adams S t - C h u r c h i l l s  Lane)  creates town c e n t e r  
a round  Unqui ty  Brook.  

D .  Economic Base :  

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town w i t h  b a r l e y ,  r y e ,  I n d i a n  
c o r n  p r i n c i p a l  c r o p s .  B r i d g e  a c r o s s  Neponset  t o  S t o u g h t o n ' s  
m i l l  a t  Lower F a l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y .  Some s h i p b u i l d i n g  
a c t i v i t y  on Gu l l ive r ' s  Creek  by mid 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  Powder 
m i l l  a t  Upper F a l l s  b u i l t  1674 ,  r e p u t e d l y  e a r l i e s t  b u i l t  
i n  C o l o n i e s ;  o p e r a t e d  by W a l t e r  Everden .  L a t e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  
s imi lar  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Canton ( ? ) .  Tanning  begun by 1662 by 
P i t c h e r  f a m i l y  on Unqui ty  Brook a t  M i l t o n  C e n t e r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Only one  documented F i r s t  P e r i o d  house  
o r i g i n a l  t o  M i l t o n  s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  town:  t h e  Robe r t  
Tucker  House on Brush  H i l l  Road, moved c. 1880 from i ts  
o r i g i n a l  s i t e ,  a l s o  on Brush H i l l  Road, and modern ized  
as a  Queen Anne c o t t a g e .  The B e r n a r d  Capen House ( c . 1 6 5 9 )  
on H i l l s i d e  S t r e e t ,  moved f rom D o r c h e s t e r  i n  1909 ,  r e t a i n s  
a p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g  and ex- 
h i b i t s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  f r a m i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  combining E a s t  
Ang l i an  and  w e s t  o f  England  e l e m e n t s .  
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V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Highways remained  i n t a c t  f rom mid-17th c e n t u r y  w i t h  
p r i m a r y  r o a d  t o  Plymouth-South S h o r e  a s  Adams S t .  Relo- 
c a t i o n  of m e e t i n g  h o u s e  t o  M i l t o n  C e n t e r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  r e s u l t s  i n  r a d i a l  c o n n e c t o r s  a l o n g  Canton Ave a x i s  
a s  Thzher  , H i g h l a n d ,  Robb ins ,  and  Voses S t s .  B r i d g e  i m -  
p rovements  a t  Mat tapan  and  P a u l s  B r i d g e  made by mid-18th 
c e n t u r y  . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n  : 

By 1700 ,  p o p u l a t i o n  a l i t t l e  u n d e r  400 p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  
i n  some 60  h o u s e s .  By 1770 p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  r e a c h e d  900- 
1000 i n  a b o u t  125  s t r u c t u r e s  ( H a m i l t o n ) .  P r o s p e r o u s  
B o s t o n i a n s  move i n t o  M i l t o n  d u r i n g  much o f  p e r i o d ,  of  
which Governor  Hu tch inson  o n e  o f  t h e  more p r o m i n e n t .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Expans ion  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy d u r i n g  l a t e - 1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  w i t h  a x i s  of development  a l o n g  Canton Ave and  
H i l l s i d e  S t  t o  G r e a t  B lue  H i l l .  Con t inued  e x p a n s i o n  of 
w a t e r  power s i tes a t  Lower M i l l s  and  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  
b r i d g e  and  m i l l  s i t e  a t  Mat tapan  by e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
Subsequent  s h i f t  of town c e n t e r  t o  Academy H i l l  (Canton 
Ave) w i t h  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  house  ( 1 7 2 7 ) ,  and  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  
M i l t o n  H i l l  town s i t e  t o  e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  Adams S t .  
w i t h  Gov. Hu tch inson  f a r m  ( 1 7 4 3 ) ,  w i t h  Hu tch inson  F i e l d  
s u r v i v i n g  t o  Neponse t .  

D .  Economic Base :  

P e r i o d  s a w  t h e  development  o f  M i l t o n  as a  l a r g e  and 
p r o s p e r o u s  town,mostly a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u t  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  
i n d u s t r i a l  deve lopmen t s  a t  Upper and  Lower F a l l s .  T h i s  
was l a r g e l y  accompl i shed  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  Bos ton  c a p i t a l  -- 
as i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  gunpowder ( 1 6 7 4 ) ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  an i r o n  s l i t t i n g  m i l l  a t  t h e  Upper F a l l s  ( 1 7 1 0 ) ,  and a  
p a p e r  m i l l  a t  t h e  Lower (1728)  . A t  t h e  Lower F a l l s  a 
s a w m i l l  e r e c t e d  i n  1706 w a s  expanded i n  1728  t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of p a p e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  a c t i v i t y  i n  New 
England .  T h i s  m i l l ,  and  i ts  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  s u c c e s s o r  -- 
were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  many o f  t h e  l a t e r  p a p e r  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n c l u d i n g  James B o i e s ,  Edmund T i l e s t o n ,  and 
S tephen  Crane .  Manufac tu re  of c h o c o l a t e  i n i t i a t e d  h e r e  
i n  1764  u n d e r  g u i d a n c e  o f  I r i s h  immigrant  James Hannon. 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l l  f o r  g r ind ing  cocoa  b e a n s  was 
f i n a n c e d  by James B a k e r ,  who n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  went i n t o  
b u s i n e s s  f o r  h i m s e l f .  
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V I I .  

Because of  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  head of t i d e w a t e r ,  Mil ton 
V i l l a g e  developed a s  a t h r i v i n g  commercial c e n t e r .  The 
c e n t e r  of t r a d i n g ,  T e e l e  r e p o r t e d ,  was D a n i e l  Vose ' s  
"immense wholesa le  and r e t a i l  s t o r e "  [ . . .  wholesa le  and 
r e t a i l  t r a d e ? ]  where goods from t h e  i n t e r i o r  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  
i n  exchange f o r  West I n d i a n  goods and o t h e r  commodities.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Mi l ton  r e t a i n s  a number of C o l o n i a l  
houses  i n c l u d i n g  v e r n a c u l a r  and h i g h s t y l e  examples a s  
w e l l  a s  two l a t e  F i r s t  P e r i o d  houses .  Both houses  a r e  
d a t e d  1707 and b o t h  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e s  a l though  
one appears  t o  have been e n l a r g e d  from an end chimney 
s t r u c t u r e .  While c e n t e r  chimney houses  predominate ,  c e n t e r  
h a l l  and r e a r  w a l l  chimney p l a n  houses  a r e  known a s  e a r l y  
a s  c .  1740. The Governor Hutchinson House (1745,  no l o n g e r  
s t a n d i n g ) ,  a c e n t e r  h a l l  c o t t a g e  w i t h  a s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d h i p  
r o o f ,  and t h e  Dan ie l  Vose ( o r  S u f f o l k  Reso lves )  House (1740) ,  
a c e n t e r  h a l l  house w i t h  Georgian d e t a i l i n g ,  demonst ra te  
t h a t  t h e  town had ach ieved  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a t u s  by t h e  1740s 
t o  a l l o w  f o r  h i g h s t y l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  More modest c e n t e r  
chimney farmhouses were c o n s t r u c t e d  a long  Brush H i l l  Road 
and Canton Avenue. 

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Improvement of Blue Hil l -Neponset  c o r r i d o r  from Boston 
w i t h  t u r n p i k e s  a t  Blue H i l l  and Randolph Aves from Mattapan 
and Lower M i l l s .  Tramroad from Bunker H i l l  Monument q u a r r i e s  
t o  Neponset R ive r  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  Quincy G r a n i t e  Railway 
(1826) a s  impor tan t  a r l y  American r a i l r o a d  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  
Route through E a s t  Mil ton  now S o u t h e a s t  Expressway (Route 3 ) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  : 

V i r t u a l l y  s t a g n a n t  growth d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1790,  
Mil ton  had a p o p u l a t i o n  of 1 , 0 3 9 .  F o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  
number had r i s e n  by on ly  f i v e  hundred -- a growth of about 
10-15 peop le  a y e a r .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued development of Neponset m i l l  s i t es  a t  Mattapan 
and Lower M i l l s  w i t h  t u r n p i k e  connec t ions  from Boston over  
Blue H i l l s .  Town c e n t e r  a d j u s t e d  w e s t  t o  Tha tcher  S t .  w i t h  
market farms a long  Canton Ave. a x i s  t o  H i l l s i d e  S t .  E s t a t e  
D i s t r i c t  remained s t a b l e  on Adams S t  w h i l e  i n i t i a l  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of g r a n i t e  r a i l w a y  c r e a t e s  v i l l a g e  a t  E a s t  Mil ton 
c r o s s i n g  by 1830. 
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Economic Base : 

P e r i o d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s t r o n g  commercial  a c t i v i t y  a t  
M i l t o n  V i l l a g e  l e d  by Vose s t o r e  a t  l a n d i n g  and c o n t i n u i n g  
s m a l l - s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  -- p r i m a r i l y  i n  c h o c o l a t e  
and  p a p e r  -- a t  Upper and  I o w e r  F a l l s .  Number of  b a k e r i e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y  i n  c e n t u r y ,  l e d  by J o s i a h  Bent  ( 1 8 0 1 ) ,  
whose w a t e r  b i s c u i t s  ( h a r d  t a c k ) ,  r e p u t e d  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  ( T e e l e ,  p .  3 8 6 ) ,  may have  been  
prompted by M i l t o n  V i l l a g e ' s  e x t e n s i v e  c o a s t w i s e  t r a d e .  
N a v i g a t i o n  on t h e  r i v e r  r e a c h e d  i ts peak  i n  1833  when 74 
v e s s e l s  s a i l e d  up t h e  r i v e r  t o  u n l o a d  c a r g o e s  a t  Lower 
M i l l s  l a n d i n g .  A c t i v e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  by Pembroke man, 
D a n i e l  B r i g g s  on Neponset  meadows a t  s i t e  o f  1 7 t h - c e n t u r y  
y a r d .  The l a s t  s h i p  f rom h i s  y a r d ,  w e l l  o v e r  300 t o n s ,  
w a s  t h e  M i l t o n ,  i n  1815 .  

Bos ton  c a p i t a l  and e x c e l l e n t  waterpower  a t t r a c t e d  i n v e n t i v e  
mechan ic s ,  o f  which Benjamin C r e h o r e  was one  of  t h e  most  
p rominen t .  H i s  s m a l l - s c a l e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  p i a n o s  b e g i n n i n g  

i n  1800 is  b e l i e v e d  t o  have  been  t h e  f i r s t  i n  N e w  England ,  
and  through h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s  and  employees  -- Lewis Babcock 
and t h e  B e n t s  -- w a s  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p i a n o  
b u s i n e s s  which deve loped  soon  a f t e r  i n  Bos ton .  

Though t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  employed was s t i l l  p r i m i t i v e ,  p a p e r  
m i l l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand .  About 1808 Edmund T i l e s t o n  
who had  been  t r a i n e d  a t  t h e  Lower F a l l s  p a p e r  m i l l ,  and 
Mark H o l l i n g s w o r t h  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  Upper F a l l s  p r i v i l e d g e ,  
b e g i n n i n g  an i m p o r t a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  was t o  l a s t  o v e r  
a  c e n t u r y .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  I s a a c  Sande r son  o f  Watertown 
p u r c h a s e d  t h e  1728  m i l l  a t  t h e  Lower F a l l s  and  i n  1817  
i n s t a l l e d  an i r o n  tubwhee l  i n  a new m i l l  a b o u t  where t h e  
p r e s e n t  g r i s t  m i l l  s t a n d s .  T e e l e  claims t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  
ear l ies t  wrough t - i ron  tubwhee l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  ( C u r i o u s l y ,  
Sande r son  had  been  preceded t w e l v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  by Edmund 
P a r k e r  who i n s t a l l e d  a wooden tubwhee l  -- a l s o  " t h e  f i r s t 1 '  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  T e e l e  -- i n  h i s  new c h o c o l a t e  m i l l  on t h e  
D o r c h e s t e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r . )  I s a a c  Sande r son  w a s  a l s o  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a c y l i n d r i c a l  p a p e r  machine abou t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  f o r  which h e  r e c e i v e d  a  p a t e n t  i n  1829 ,  and  a  
p r o c e s s  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  brown p a p e r  f rom s a n d  g r a s s  (18382 

I n  t h e  same y e a r  t h a t  Sande r son  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  i r o n  whee l ,  
a n o t h e r  mechanic  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  F r a n c i s  Br imley  i n s t a l l e d  a  
v e n e e r  saw i n  h i s  new d r u g  and  d y e s t u f f s  m i l l  a t  t h e  uppe r  
dam (above  Adams S t . ) ,  h e l d  by T e e l e  t o  have  been  t h e  f i r s t  
waterpowered  v e n e e r  s a w .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1798  t h e  G r e a t  B l u e  H i l l  h ad  been  a  p o i n t  of  
more t h a n  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t .  A t a v e r n  a t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  h i l l  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  y e a r  o f  a  wooden o b s e r v a t i o n  
t o w e r .  I n  1809 t h e  town s u p p o r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  community 
h e a l t h  d r i v e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  a s m a l l p o x  v a c c i n a -  
t i o n  campaign.  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S u b s t a n t i a l  and w e l l - d e t a i l e d  p o s t -  
C o l o n i a l  and F e d e r a l  s t y l e  h o u s e s ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  a  few 
h i g h s t y l e  l a t e  Georgian and F e d e r a l  examples w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  and many s u r v i v e .  Cen te r  h a l l  p l a n  houses 
predominate w i t h  pe rhaps  a  h a l f  dozen b r i c k  end w a l l  
chimney F e d e r a l  houses  known. H i g h s t y l e  examples i n c l u d e  
t h e  l a t e  Georgian ,  h ip - roofed  Governor Be lcher  House and 
F e d e r a l  s t y l e  Amos Holbrook House on Adams S t r e e t ,  b u t  
o t h e r  houses  i n  town a r e  known t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  h igh  q u a l i t y  
p e r i o d  d e t a i l i n g , t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  an o v e r a l l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  C o t t a g e s  and r e a r  w a l l  chimney houses  a r e  
l e s s  common. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The p r e s e n t  F i r s t  P a r i s h  Church, a  
gab le - roofed  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented bay 
and two-stage tower w i t h  an open b e l f r y ,  was b u i l t  i n  
1788. The Town Farm was e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  
was t h e  Mil ton  Academy ( ) The on ly  s u r v i v i n g  muni- 
c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e  is t h e  b r i c k ,  pyramidal - roofed  Powder 
House (1812) .  

Commercial: A few F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  shops  s u r v i v e  a t  
Lower M i l l s ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  two t a v e r n s  s u r v i v e ,  
on Randolph and Canton Avenues. A number of houses a long  
Randolph and H i l l s i d e  Avenues a r e  s a i d  t o  have i n c o r p e r a t e d  
b a k e r i e s ,  o p e r a t i n g  e i t h e r  from c e l l a r s  o r  o u t b u i l d i n g s  on 
t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Although s e v e r a l  p a p e r ,  saw, and c o t t o n  
m i l l s  o p e r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Neponset d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  no 
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  P o r t i o n s  of a  g r a n i t e  
f o r g e  (pre-1825) a r e  r ecorded  on Adams S t r e e t .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL (1830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Turnpikes  and r a i l r o a d s  i n t a c t  from e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  
w i t h  connec t ion  from Dorches te r  t o  Eas t  Mil ton  a s  G r a n i t e  
Avenue (1837) a long  G r a n i t e  Ave. P a u l s  Br idge  r e b u i l t  
(1849) a s  t h r e e - a r c h  s t o n e  s p a n ,  s t i l l  i n t a c t  a s  Neponset 
Va l l ey  Pkwy. t o  R e a d v i l l e .  Milton-Mattapan Branch R a i l -  
r o a d  (1847) c o n s t r u c t e d  a long  Neponset R ive r  through Lower 
M i l l s  (now MBTA High Speed T r o l l e y ) .  

B . P o p u l a t  ion  : 

Town grew by j u s t  o v e r  1100 peop le  i n  40 y e a r s ,  r i s i n g  
from 1 , 5 7 6  i n  1830 t o  2 , 6 8 3  i n  1870 -- a  ve ry  s low growth 
r a t e  ( abou t  27 peop le  p e r  y e a r )  i n  comparison w i t h  o t h e r  
Boston-area towns. The t o w n ' s  g r e a t e s t  r ise o c c u r r e d  i n  
t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  1850- 55 when growth reached  8 3 / y e a r ,  though 
it f e l l  t o  n e g l i g i b l e  numbers i n  t h e  succeed ing  y e a r s .  
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I n  1865 ,22  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  were f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  
of  which t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  were I r i s h .  A number of  t h e  I r i s h  
w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  g r a n i t e  b u s i n e s s  i n  E a s t  M i l t o n ,  
though most of  t h e  g r a n i t e  w o r k e r s  l i v e d  and  worked i n  
Quincy  . 
C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

F u r t h e r  development  of E a s t  M i l t o n  r a i l r o a d  v i l l a g e  
on G r a n i t e  Ave d u r i n g  mid-19th c e n t u r y .  Opening of  
commuter d e p o t s  a t  Lower M i l l s  and Mat tapan  s t i m u l a t e s  
e x p a n s i o n  of  suburban  e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  on M i l t o n  H i l l  
(Adams S t )  and on Brush  H i l l  (Brush  H i l l  Rd) .  Town 
c e n t e r  remained  on Canton Ave w i t h  w o r k e r ' s  d i s t r i c t  on 
b a c k s l o p e  of  P i n e  T r e e  Brook,  and  c o n t i n u e d  s t a b i l i t y  o f  
marke r  f a r m s  a round  B lue  H i l l s  ( H i l l s i d e  S t ) .  I n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  is m a i n t a i n e d  a t  Lower M i l l s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  g rowth  
a t  Mat tapan  a l o n g  Neponset  R i v e r .  

D .  Economic Base :  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  "Railway V i l l a g e 1 '  -- now E a s t  Mi l ton  
-- a g r a n i t e  work ing  v i l l a g e  and  t e r m i n u s  o f  t h e  G r a n i t e  
Rai lway ( G u l l i v e r ' s  Creek  Wharf ) .  Al though s t o n e  f o r  t h e  
Bunker H i l l  monument w a s  q u a r r i e d  i n  Q u i n c y ,  it was 
f i n i s h e d  i n  g r a n i t e  s h e d s  i n  E a s t  M i l t o n .  C a r s  f o r  t h e  
r a i l w a y  were c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  W i l l a r d  F e l t ' s  g r a n i t e  f o r g e  
and  s h o p  a t  Adams and W .  Squantwn. Employment i n  t h e  
g r a n i t e  b u s i n e s s  i n  E a s t  M i l t o n  a p p e a r s  t o  have  peaked 
abou t  1845  w i t h  150  men working  i n  q u a r r y i n g  and  f i n i s h i n g .  

S e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  preceding p e r i o d s  
peaked  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  and  t h e n  d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  
new t e c h n o l o g i e s  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  improvements  -- among 
them, c h a i r  and  c a b i n e t m a k i n g ,  t a n n i n g ,  and  wool p u l l i n g .  
The wool p u l l i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p roduced  $220,000 wor th  o f  
b o o t  and  s h o e  l i n i n g s  i n  1855 ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  
of  any M i l t o n  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1865 ,  Moses 
W h i t n e y ' s  t a n  y a r d  p roduced  $175,000  wor th  of  h i d e s  and 
l e a t h e r .  Both p a p e r  and  c h o c o l a t e ,  which would domina te  
i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  p e r i o d ,  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a f f a i r s  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  S t a t i s t i c s  f rom t h e  c h o c o l a t e  m i l l  w e r e  
n o t  r e c o r d e d  u n t i l  1855 ( 1 4  men produced  $64 ,000  w o r t h  i n  
1 8 6 5 ) ,  and  o n l y  i n  1865  d i d  T i l e s t o n  & H o l l i n g s w o r t h ' s  
u p p e r  f a l l s  p a p e r  m i l l  show s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r e n g t h  ( 5 0  hands  
p r o d u c i n g  $110,000 w o r t h ) .  

D e s p i t e  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  v a r i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  
economy remained  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  I n  1865 ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  1 2 5  f a r m s  p r o d u c i n g  c r o p s  and  v e g e t a b l e s  wor th  
$ 1 , 0 9 0 , 6 7 0 .  

The f i r s t  t r i a n g u l a t i o n  of  t h e  s t a t e  ( a n d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
ea r l i e s t  s t a t e  s p o n s o r e d  s u r v e y )  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1830-40 
u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  Borden ,  and  t h e  "Borden 
S t a t i o n "  on Great Blue  H i l l  w a s  a key landmark f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  b a s e l i n e s .  
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I X .  

About 1837 ,  Harva rd  U n i v e r s i t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s t o n e  tower  
h e r e  t o  mark a m e r i d i a n  w i t h  t h e i r  o b s e r v a t o r y  a t  Cambridge.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Compara t ive ly  few h o u s e s  were b u i l t  i n  
t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  E a s t  M i l t o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  development  w i t h  a number of  modest  b u t  w e l l -  
d e t a i l e d  Greek R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s ,  some w i t h  D o r i c  v e r a n d a s ,  
b u i l t  a l o n g  Mechanic ,  P i e r c e ,  and  Adams S t r e e t s a f t e r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  G r a n i t e  Rai lway i n  1826 .  A few Greek 
R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  l a n c e t  windows w e r e  
a l s o  b u i l t  a t  E a s t  M i l t o n  w i t h  a s i n g l e  example on High land  
Avenue and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  on Canton Avenue. A number of  
more modest Greek R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s ,  many of them r e t a i n i n g  
v e r y  s i m p l e  F e d e r a l  d e t a i l i n g ,  were a l s o  b u i l t ,  b u t  t h e s e  
t e n d  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  town 
and seem t o  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  indus -  
t r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  Very few Greek R e v i v a l  h o u s e s  a r e  known; 
most  of t h e s e  t e n d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i v e - b a y ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n  of  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  Georg ian  and  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d s .  Only one  h i g h s t y l e  Greek R e v i v a l  h o ~ l s e  is  known 
and t h a t  is  t h e  R.B. Fo rbes  Mouse (1833 I s a i a h  Rogers)  on 
Adams S t r e e t ,  a monumental m o n i t o r - r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
f l u s h - b o a r d  s i d i n g  and  wide  p i l a s t e r s .  Few I t a l i a n a t e  
s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t  w i t h  a v e r y  few towered  o r  c r o s s -  
g a b l e d  examples  (on  Adams S t r e e t  and  Brook Road) .  Again ,  
most of  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  h o u s e s  t e n d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  w e l l -  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r - e n t r a n c e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  an 
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  mid-19th c e n t u r y  c o n s e r v a t i s m .  A t  l e a s t  
t w o  g r a n i t e  Greek R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  are known. 

LATE INDUSTRIAL (1870-1915)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

R a i l r o a d s  and  highways r ema in  from mid-19th c e n t u r y .  
Expans ion  o f  suburban  t r o l l e y  s y s t e m  from D o r c h e s t e r  by 
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  i n t e r u r b a n  r o u t e s  o v e r  B lue  H i l l s  
f rom Mat tapan  a s  Brook-Reedsdale-Randolph Aves w i t h  C e n t r a l  
Ave c o n n e c t o r  t o  Lower M i l l s  and  o v e r  B lue  H i l l  Ave t o  
Canton w i t h  M i l t o n  S t .  b r a n c h  t o  R e a d e v i l l e .  L ink  t o  E a s t  
M i l t o n  and Quincy f o l l o w e d  G r a n i t e  Ave - Edge H i l l  - 
P l e a s a n t  S t s  t o  Randolph Ave j u n c t i o n  a round  Adams S t  
es ta te  d i s t r i c t .  

Growth r a t e  i n c r e a s e d  i n  M i l t o n  t o  an a v e r a g e  of  155  
p e o p l e  a y e a r  i n  1880-1915. N o t a b l e  peak  i n  t h e  decade  
1890-1900 when t h i s  r a t e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  230.  Between 1870 
and 1915 p o p u l a t i o n  t r i p l e d ,  r e a c h i n g  8 , 6 0 0  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
y e a r .  Fo re ign -bo rn  p o p u l a t i o n  remained  f a i r l y  c o n s t a n t  
a t  27-28 p e r c e n t ,  though t h e  I r i s h  p a r t  o f  t h i s  immigra t ion  
d e c l i n e d  f rom a l i t t l e  o v e r  h a l f  i n  1865 t o  abou t  a  t h i r d  
i n  1905 .  
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Nova S c o t i a  (16%) and S c o t l a n d  (10%) p rov ided  t h e  bu lk  
of t h e  remaining immigrant p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Rapid expansion of r e s i d e n t i a l  development d u r i n g  
l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  e l a b o r a t i o n  of suburban e s t a t e  
d i s t r i c t  from Mil ton  H i l l  t o  Academy and Wadsworth 
H i l l s  a long  Canton and Highland S t s  from Lower M i l l s  
depot  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  t o  f a r m s t e a d s  on H i l l s i d e  S t .  
S i m i l a r  growth from Mattapan on Brush H i l l  Rd. t o  upper  
Canton Ave c r e a t e s  estate  d i s t r i c t  around Blue H i l l s .  
Ex tens ion  of t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  from Mattapan and Lower M i l l s  
prompts s p e c u l a t i v e  housing developments a long  Blue H i l l  
Ave-Brook Rd and C e n t r a l  Ave by e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  
s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  around Eas t  Mil ton  on Forge H i l l -  
P l e a s a n t  S t s .  Lower M i l l s  becomes primary commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  w i t h  urban b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  around 
Neponset b r i d g e .  

D .  Economic Base:  

Mil ton  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  developed a s  a  weal thy  
Boston suburb  w i t h  a  s t r e e t c a r  sys tem and s h a r p l y  d e c l i n i n g  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  Remaining i n d u s t r i e s  were c h o c o l a t e  
a t  Mi l ton  V i l l a g e ,  paper  a t  t h e  Upper F a l l s ,  and i n  a  new 
f a c t o r y  on E l i o t t  S t r e e t ,  B e n t ' s  b i s c u i t s .  A f t e r  t h e  
Boston f i r e  of 1872,  fewer  and fewer b u i l d i n g s  were con- 
s t r u c t e d  of g r a n i t e ,  and by WWI, most of t h e  g r a n i t e  
b u s i n e s s  was l i m i t e d  t o  tombstone p r o d u c t i o n .  Much 
a t t e n t i o n  was g iven  t o  market ga rden ing  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
c u l t i v a t i o n  of f r u i t  t r e e s ,  r a i s i n g  greenhouse p l a n t s ,  
c u r r e n t s ,  g r a p e s ,  and s t r a w b e r r i e s .  

Water,  sewerage ,  and e l e c t r i c a l  sys tems were a l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  
1889-90. I n  1891,  t h e  town became p a r t  of t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  
w a t e r  sys tem,  and two y e a r s  l a t e r  f u r t h e r  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  c i t y  by s u r r e n d e r i n g  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Blue H i l l s  
t o  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Park  Commission f o r  a  r e s e r v a t i o n .  
Here A.L. Rotch i n  1884 had b u i l t  an impor tan t  m e t a r o l o g i c a l  
o b s e r v a t o r y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  h i g h s t y l e ,  a r c h i t e c t -  
des igned  coun t ry  e s t a t e s  and houses  f o r  which Mil ton  is 
no ted  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  houses by 
a  number of impor tan t  Boston f i r m s  w i t h  an e s p e c i a l l y  
e x t e n s i v e  group of houses  des igned  by Will iam Ralph Emerson. 
C o l o n i a l  and Georgian Rev iva l  d e s i q n s  predominate w i t h  
a  number of w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Queen Anne and S h i n g l e  S t y l e  
houses  a l s o  b u i l t .  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  most ambi t ious  
houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  Adams S t ,  Brush H i l l  R,oad, and 
Canton and Randolph Avenues. 
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I n  many i n s t a n c e s ,  o l d e r  farm houses  were remodel led  and 
e n l a r g e d  a s  coun t ry  e s t a t e s .  The same s t r e e t s  f i l l e d  i n  
w i t h  somewhat more modest Queen Anne, S h i n g l e  S t y l e ,  and 
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses .  S i m i l a r  suburban c o n s t r u c t i o n  
took p l a c e  a long  Thacher ,  C e n t r a l ,  and Highland S t r e e t s .  
Few S t i c k  S t y l e  o r  Second Empire houses were b u i l t  and 
a t  l e a s t  a  few Second Empire w e r e  l a t e r  C o l o n i a l  Revival-  
i z e d .  Toward t h e  end of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s t u c c o e d  houses 
w i t h  Craftsman-derived massing began t o  b e  b u i l t  b u t  
most of t h e s e  a r e  modest s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  d e t a i l i n g  and few h i g h s t y l e  o r  p r o g r e s s i v e  
d e s i g n s  a r e  known. A few C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  two-family 
houses  ( c .  1910) w e r e  b u i l t  along Brook Road w i t h  l i m i t e d  
modest Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  hous ing b u i l t  
a t  Eas t  Mil ton  about  t h e  same t i m e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  concen t ra -  
t e d  a t  E a s t  Mil ton  Square  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c h u r c h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
S t .  A g a t h a ' s ,  a  g r a n i t e ,  Goth ic  Rev iva l  d e s i g n  w i t h  a  
p r o j e c t i n g  s q u a r e  tower ,  and s t u c c o e d  Craftsman F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, c o n s t r u c t e d  around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  
Most i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  d a t e  a f t e r  1900,  such a s  
t h e  Beaux A r t s  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( c .  1910) and C o l o n i a l  
Revival  J u n i o r  High School  ( c .  1912) .  Expansion took 
p l a c e  a t  t h e  Mil ton  Academy, w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  b u i l d i n g  
now s t a n d i n g ,  a  Romanesque Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  1885. 
A number of s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  Blue H i l l s  Rese rva t ion  
d a t e  from t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Weather Observatory  
(1885,  A .  Lawrence R o t c h ? ) ,  a  c r e n e l l a t e d  tower of r e i n -  
f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  ( a  n o t a b l y  e a r l y  u s e  of t h e  m a t e r i a l ) ,  
S h i n g l e  S t y l e  s t a b l e s  (1908) and r u s t i c  Cha le t  r e s t rooms  
(1904) .  

Commercial: A few one and two-story commercial 
b u i l d i n g s  i n  b r i c k  and frame were b u i l t  a t  E a s t  Mil ton  
Square  a long  w i t h  a  ve ry  few c o r n e r s t o r e s  ( P l e a s a n t  S t ;  
Brook Road).  More p r e t e n t i o u s  two and t h r e e - s t o r y  
Romanesque and Queen Anne b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
a t  Lower M i l l s  (Telephone Company, 19-). 

EARLY MODERN (1915-1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Abandonment of l o c a l  s t r e e t c a r  r o u t e s  and convers ion  
of Mil ton  Branch R a i l r o a d  t o  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  (1927) i n -  
t a c t  a s  MBTA Mattapan-Ashmont l i n e  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  snowplows 
and pos twar  (1951) s t r e e t c a r s .  Local  roac6improved a s  
suburban a u t o  highways w i t h  Neponset Blue H i l l s  c o r r i d o r  
from Mattapan a s  Route 138 (Blue  H i l l  Ave) and Route 28 
(Brook-Reedsdale-Randolph Aves) .  O r i g i n a l  Route 135 
(Milton-Canton-Centre S t s . )  l i n k e d  E a s t  Mil ton  and Hyde 
P a r k ,  w i t h  Brook Road parkway around Lower M i l l s .  Metro- 
p o l i t a n  D i s t r i c t  Commission r o a d s  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  
Neponset Va l l ey  Pkwy., Unqui ty ,  and Chica tuabut  Rds. 
O r i g i n a l  Route 128 (1931) fo l lowed  Blue H i l l  R ive r  ~ d .  around 
Houghtors Pond. 
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1915 and 1940 Mil ton  doubled h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
r e a c h i n g  1 8 , 7 0 8  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  Much of  t h i s  growth 
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  1920s when Mil ton  grew by an average  
of 710 peop le  a  y e a r .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  u n t i l  1965,  i con- 
t i n u e d  t o  grow, though e r r a t i c a l l y ,  i ts two boom p e r i o d s  
b e i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  Second World War and i n  t h e  decade 
1950-60. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued development of a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  
around Mil ton  C e n t e r  on Reedsdale Rd, Highland S t ,  and 
Canton Ave t o  Mil ton  H i l l  and Lower M i l l s .  S i m i l a r  ex- 
pans ion of e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  around Grea t  Blue H i l l  on 
H i l l s i d e  S t  and upper  Canton Ave. t o  Brush H i l l  Rd. w i t h  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b e l t  a long  Blue H i l l  Ave. 
Modest r e s i d e n t i a l  hous ing expanded on Brook and Tha tcher  
S t s  from Mattapan t o  back s l o p e  of Mil ton  C e n t e r ,  w i t h  
s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  from E a s t  Mil ton  a l o n g  Forge H i l l  Road 
and G r a n i t e  Ave, p r i m a r i l y  i n d u s t r i a l  complex, w h i l e  
Eas t  Mil ton  emerged a s  impor tan t  commercial c e n t e r .  In- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  expans ion e v i d e n t  a long  Brook Rd a x i s  be- 
tween Academy and Mil ton  H i l l s  t o  town center ,  w i t h  
highway commercial development l i m i t e d  t o  Robbins S t  
j u n c t i o n  a t  Canton Ave and P l e a s a n t  S t  a t  Randolph Ave. 
R e c r e a t i o n a l  f o c u s  c r e a t e d  a t  Blue H i l l s  R e s e r v a t i o n  
d u r i n g  mid-20th c e n t u r y  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  t o  Houghtons 
Pond and P i n e  Tree  Brook camp s i tes .  

D .  Economic Base:  

With t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  1920s ,  Mil ton  e n t e r e d  a  
p e r i o d  of suburban growth p r e v i o u s l y  unprecedented  i n  
t h e  town. A f t e r  1929,  many l a r g e  e s t a t e s  were broken 
up f o r  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  and i n  t h e  same y e a r ,  t h e  s team 
r a i l r o a d  was r e p l a c e d  by t h e  e lec t r i c  s u r f a c e  c a r  of t h e  
Boston E l e v a t e d .  

The c h o c o l a t e  b u s i n e s s  con t inued  unabated  ( i n  1927 
Wal ter  Baker and Company was s o l d  t o  t h e  Postum Co. -- 
now Genera l  Foods ) ,  b u t  t h e  town ' s  remaining paper  m i l l  
and N a t i o n a l  B i s c u i t ' s  E l l i o t t  S t r e e t  p l a n t  ( f o r m e r l y  
Bent)  w e r e  c l o s e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  E x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
took p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  a  g r e a t  many modest 
two-familv c r a f t s m a n  and C o l o n i a l  ~ e v i v a l  houses  b u i l t  
a long  ~ h a c h e r  and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s ,  Blue H i l l  Avenue, 
and Parkway, Edge H i l l ,  and Brook Roads. Also con- 
s t r u c t e d  w e r e  a number of  suburban s i n g l e  f ami ly  houses 
w i t h  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and Dutch C o l o n i a l  d e s i g n s  predom- 
i n a t  i n g  . 
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XI.  

X I I .  

B r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is r a r e ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  h i s t o r i c i s t  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  u b i q u i t y  of  wooden c o n s t r u c t i o n  th rough-  
o u t  t h e  town a s  w e l l  as t o  t h e  modest c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of  
t h e  owners .  C o m p a r a t i v e l y  few h i g h s t y l e  or  a m b i t i o u s  
h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a l t h o u g h  a t  l e a s t  a few C o l o n i a l  R e -  
v i v a l  and  Cra f t sman  h o u s e s  of some p r e t e n t i o n  w e r e  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  a f f l u e n t  ne ighborhoods  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
s e c t i o n  of  town. A t  l eas t  one  r e s t r a i n e d  Moderne house  
is known on Adams S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most o f  M i l t o n ' s  s c h o o l s ,  p r i v a t e  and 
p u b l i c ,  d a t e  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d .  These  i n c l u d e  b r i c k  
C o l o n i a l  and  G e o r g i a n  ~ e v i v a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  as well;-as 
a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  M i l t o n  Academy and Fontbonne  Academy. 
N e o c l a s s i c a l  c o n c e s s i o n  s t a n d s  ( c . 1 9 2 0 )  and  a  s l a t e  and 
g r a n i t e  o b s e r v a t o r y  ( 1 9 2 9 )  were b u i l t  on the Blue H i l l s  
i i e s e r v a t i o n .  
Commercial:  Modest o n e  and  t w o - s t o r y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
and Moderne commerc i a l  b l o c k s  i n  c o n c r e t e  and  b r i c k  
were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  a t  E a s t  M i l t o n - S q u a r e  and a t  a  
v e r y  f e w  ne ighborhood  c o r n e r s  (Randolph Avenue) .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The e x i s t i n g  s u r v e y , a p p a r e n t l y  b a s e d  on T e e l e ' s  map 
of M i l t o n ,  i s  t h o r o u g h  and w e l l - r e s e a r c h e d  and a d e q u a t e l y  
d e f i n e s  pre-1830 r e s o u r c e %  b u t  i t  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r l o o k s  
t h e  t o w n ' s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e ,  i t s  
l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  c o u n t r y  houses  and  e s t a t e s ,  as w e l l  as 
a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w o r k e r ' s  h o u s i n g  
a t  E a s t  M i l t o n  and  almost a l l  of  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s .  F u t u r e  s u r v e y  work s h o u l d  c o n c e n t r a t e  on 
t h e s e  a r e a s  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h  by a  pro-  
f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  on t h e  development  o f  
h i g h - s t a t u s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .  P o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s  
a l o n g  H i l l s i d e  S t r e e t ,  Brush  H i l l  Road, u p p e r  Canton Avenue, 
Randolph S t r e e t ,  Adams S t r e e t  a t  C h u r c h i l l  Lane ,  and  i n  
E a s t  M i l t o n  S q u a r e  a n d  Lower M i l l s .  

SOURCES 

D o r c h e s t e r  A n t i q u a r i a n  and  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  H i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  Town of D o r c h e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  (Bos ton  1859)  
[Neponset  R i v e r  I n d u s t r i e s J  . 
Hami l ton ,  Edward P . ,  H i s t o r y  of  M i l t o n  ( M i l t o n ,  1 9 5 7 ) .  

T e e l e ,  A l b e r t  K e n d a l l ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  M i l t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
1640-1887 ( B o s t o n ,  1 8 8 7 ) .  
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