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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: February  1980 COMMUNITY: M i l l i s  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Located  on marshy r i v e r i n e  lowlands ,  o u t c r o p p i n g s  and g l a c i a l  o u t -  
wash f e a t u r e s  s c a t t e r e d  th rough  town, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  n o r t h e r n  and 
c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n s .  Sandy t o  g r a v e l l y  s o i l  w i t h  l i m i t e d  e l e v a t i o n a l  
change.  Topography i s  dominated by meandering C h a r l e s  R ive r  and 
e x t e n s i v e  meadowy marsh l a n d s  a d j a c e n t .  Large a r e a s  o f  i n t e r i o r  
swamp/bog a s  w e l l .  A l l  d r a i n a g e  i n t o  C h a r l e s .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

P a r t  o f  Old Grant  (1649) t o  Medf ie ld  from Dedham; s e c t i o n  remains 
i n t a c t  a s  n o r t h e r n  town boundary.  R e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Boggas towe". 
P a r t  o f  a r e a  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  Town o f  Medway, 1713. Became E a s t  
P r e c i n c t  o f  Medway, 1749.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  Town o f  Mi l l i s ,  1885. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Suburban i n d u s t r i a l  town on f r i n g e  o f  m e t r o p o l i t a n  Boston w i t h  
i m p o r t a n t  l o c a t i o n  on C h a r l e s  R ive r  v a l l e y  t o  w e s t e r n  i n t e r i o r .  
C r u c i a l  j u n c t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  a c r o s s  r i v e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
a r e a s  o f  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l .  E a r l y  a x i s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  by E n g l i s h  d u r i n g  
mid-17th Cen tu ry  w i t h  major  g a r r i s o n  house on South  End Pond 
and m i l l  s i t e s  a round Bogastow Brook. D i f f i c u l t y  o f  town c e n t e r  
f o r m a t i o n  d u r i n g  1 8 t h  Cen tu ry ,  a l t h o u g h  on main p o s t  r o a d  from 
Boston w i t h  s e v e r a l  a l l e d g e d  l a t e  F i r s t  P e r i o d  houses .  P r i m a r i l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t h rough  e a r l y  1 9 t h  Century  w i t h  l o c a l  c l a y  p i t s  and 
s e v e r a l  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  b r i c k  houses .  M i l l  v i l l a g e  a l o n g  C h a r l e s  
a t  R o c k v i l l e  w i t h  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  s e t  o f  mid-19th Century  s t r u c -  
t u r e s .  L imi ted  i n d u s t r i a l  growth w i t h  b ranch  r a i l r o a d  from 
Boston through e a r l y  20th  Century  c r e a t e s  ex tended  town c e n t e r  
a l o n g  highway i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  r e c e n t  suburban  developments .  
Mil l i s  h i s t o r y  o f t e n  combined w i t h  Medway d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  
I m p o r t a n t  j u n c t i o n  of '  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  C h a r l e s  R i v e r .  Con jec tu red  

t r a i l s  f o l l o w  Nor theas t /Sou thwes t  g r a i n  a l o n g  up land  w i t h  
p r imary  r o u t e  a round Bogastow Brook from Sherborn  a s  Ridge S t .  
t o  P r o s p e c t  H i l l  (P4 i l l i s  C e n t e r )  and p r o b a b l y  s o u t h  a l o n g  a x i s  o f  
Farm S t .  A l t e r n a t e  t r a i l  p o s s i b l y  f o l l o w e d  h i g h  ground a l o n g  
r i v e r  t e r r a c e  a round South  End Pond and Black Swamp t o  Lake 
Winthrop ( H o l l i s  t o n )  a l o n g  Orchard  S t .  P r i n c i p a l  Eas t/Wes t t r a i l  
a c r o s s  C h a r l e s  from Medf ie ld  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  Dover-Union-Curve 
S t s .  t o  Millis C e n t e r  w i t h  b ranch  l o o p  around C h a r l e s  a s  Dwight 
S t .  and p o s s i b l e  t r a i l  t o  R o c k v i l l e  a l o n g  V i l l a g e - P l e a s a n t  S t s .  
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B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  
A few s i t e s  l i s t e d  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n .  P r e f e r r e d  

l o c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  w e l l  d r a i n e d  t e r r a c e s  and k n o l l s  o v e r l o o k i n g  
C h a r l e s  and a d j a c e n t  meadows ; e s p e c i a l l y  n e a r  South  End and o t h e r  
ponds a s  w e l l  a s  c o n f l u e n c e  p o i n t s .  Town h i s t o r i e s  do n o t  
p r o v i d e  much i n f o r m a t i o n .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  
S e a s o n a l  f i s h  r u n s  i n  C h a r l e s  a s  a  major  food  r e s o u r c e .  

Marsh/meadow l a n d s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  ample o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  h u n t i n g  
and g a t h e r i n g .  Good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  b u t  i n  l i m i t e d  
q u a n t i t y .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n :  
D e s p i t e  h i g h  food g a t h e r i n g  p o t e n t i a l ,  p r o b a b l y  an  a r e a  f o r  

s e a s o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  l o n g  te rm s e t t l e m e n t - - t o o  boggy. P e r i o d  
s i t e s  would p r o b a b l y  be  Nipmuck ( i n l a n d ,  f r e s h w a t e r )  r e l a t e d  
r a t h e r  t h a n  c o a s t a l  t r i b e s .  

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  
Na t ive  t r a i l s  remain a s  p r imary  highways w i t h  improvement 

o f  Eas t /West  r o u t e  a c r o s s  C h a r l e s  from Medf ie ld  t o  Mendon a s  
V i l l a g e  S t .  i n  1 6 7 0 ' s  and around Bogastow Brook a s  Orchard S t .  by 
mid-17th Cen tu ry .  C h a r l e s  R ive r  b r i d g e s  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  King 
P h i l i p s  War. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  
Smal l ;  a  h a l f  dozen f a m i l i e s  by end o f  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t :  
S e v e r a l  g r a n t s  o f  l a n d  on "Long P l a i n "  (Main S t . )  1659 b u t  

a p p a r e n t l y  no s e t t l e m e n t .  F i r s t  s e t t l e r ,  George F a i r b a n k s ,  
1658. By end o f  p e r i o d ,  h a l f  dozen farms on h i g h  ground a long  
Bogastow Brook. C lose  t i e s  w i t h  s e t t l e r s  i n  South  Sherborn .  A 
f o r t i f i e d  ' s t o v e  house '  b u i l t  f o r  communal p r o t e c t i o n  on h i g h  
ground w e s t  s i d e  o f  South  End Pond. 

D .  Economic Base: 
S u b s i s t e n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  g r a z i n g  c a t t l e .  Meadow l a n d s  

i m p o r t a n t  a s  s o u r c e  o f  hay.  M i l l  b u i l t ,  1662 n o r t h  end o f  
Bogastow Pond (Rober t  H i n s d e l l )  . 
E .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  : 

An o u t l y i n n  d i s t r i c t  o f  M e d f i e l d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t a k e  advan- 
t a g e  o f  meadow-land a l o n g  C h a r l e s .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (16 76 - 1 7  7 6 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  
Highway network remains  from 1 7 t h  Cen tu ry  w i t h  main p o s t  

road  a s  V i l l a g e  S t .  from Medf ie ld .  Emergence o f  Medway ( M i l l i s )  
town c e n t e r  prompts  r a d i a l  highways,  i n c l u d i n g  F o r e s t  Rd. t o  
C h a r l e s  R ive r  and Exchange S t .  t o  She rborn .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  
About 30 f a m i l i e s  a t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  (1713) .  Census o f  1765 

l i s t e d  793 p e o p l e  i n  138 f a m i l i e s  and 1 2 3  houses  f o r  town o f  
Medway ( M i l l i s  was o r i g i n a l  town c e n t e r  and e a s t e r n  p r e c i n c t )  . 
C .  S e t t l e m e n t :  

A l l  s e t t l e m e n t  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War e x c e p t  f o r  
I s  t one  h o u s e ' .  Gradua l ly  r e b u i l t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  
P o s t  Rd. ( V i l l a g e  S t . )  and i n  t h e  "Long P l a i n "  and Bogastow 
Brook a r e a s .  Meet ing house b u i l t ,  1714 i n  compromise l o c a t i o n ,  
P r o s p e c t  H i l l  (Bare H i l l ) .  Because o f  topography,  no v i l l a g e  
c e n t e r  developed around mee t ing  house .  S c a t t e r e d  farms 
predominated  d u r i n g  1 8 t h  Cen tu ry .  Three a r e a s  o f  more c o n c e n t r a t e d  
s e t t l e m e n t :  Bogas towe Pond and Brook; R o c k v i l l e  ( b o t h  developed 
around m i l l s )  ; Long P l a i n - - n a s c e n t  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  e a s t  o f  meet ing-  
house .  F i r s t  s c h o o l  b u i l t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  1737.  

D. Economic Base:  
P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r e  and g r a z i n g .  P o t a t o e s  i n t r o d u c e d ,  1733. 

A c t i v e  m i l l i n g  i n  two a r e a s :  Bogastow Pond- - (bo th  a t  i n l e t  and 
o u t l e t )  g r i s t  and s a w m i l l s  a f t e r  1690;  R o c k v i l l e - - g r i s t  and saw- 
m i l l s  a f t e r  1680. Some br ickmaking  a l o n g  Bogas tow c r e e k  d u r i n g  
mid-18th  Cen tu ry .  R i c h a r d s o n ' s  Tavern on P o s t  Road, a f t e r  1720. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  
r e s i d e n t i a l :  Nea r ly  e x c l u s i v e  l o c a l  u s e  o f  c e n t r a l -  

chimney t w o - s t o r e y  house type  w i t h  no o t h e r  t y p e s  a p p a r e n t ;  a  
l a r g e  number o f  t h e s e  houses  have l o c a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  d a t e s  o f  
1676-1700,  most o f  which seem t o  b e  t o o  e a r l y  i n  t h e i r  a t t r i b u t i o n s ;  
a t  l e a s t  one house ( c a .  1750-75)  e x i s t s  ( R o c k v i l l e )  w i t h  sha l low 
overhangs  a t  t h e  second s t o r e y  and g a b l e s ,  o f  a  type  commonly 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t .  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  meet inghouse b u i l t  1713-14;  second 
meet inghouse b u i l t  1749;  f i r s t  l'noon'l house b u i l t  1726;  f i r s t  
s choo lhouse  b u i l t  1737.  

commercial :  One o r  two t a v e r n s  p r e s e n t  a f t e r  1710. 
i n d u s t r i a l :  Grist and saw m i l l s .  

F .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  
A p r o s p e r o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community, topography a  major  

f a c t o r  i n  s e t t l e m e n t  and development ( l a c k  o f  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  
and e v e n t u a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  town) . Like  Wayland/Sudbury, Millis i s  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a  o f  Medway. 

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 
C o l o n i a l  r o a d  sys t em i n t a c t  from 1 8 t h  Cen tu ry .  Main E a s t /  

West r i v e r  c r o s s i n g  a d j u s t e d  w i t h  t u r n p i k e  (1809) from Medf ie ld  
a s  Main S t .  ( R t .  109) and  l i n k i n g  r o a d s  from R o c k v i l l e  m i l l s  t o  
town c e n t e r  a s  Acorn-Himelfarb and P l a i n  S t s .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  
Small  i n c r e a s e s  l i k e l y  t o  have o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  p e r i o d ;  

however,  most o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  Medway d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  Modern Medway; 
no known f o r e i g n  born  p o p u l a t i o n ;  no new r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  Loca t ion :  
Small  m i l l  v i l l a g e  developed a t  R o c k v i l l e  c a .  1818-25;  

s c a t t e r e d  new b u i l d i n g s  i n  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town. 

D .  Economic Base: 
Two c o t t o n  m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on p r e - e x i s t i n g  m i l l  s i t e s - -  

a t  Lower Bogastowe (1805,  r e p u t e d l y  " seven th  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y  i n  
New England ") and R o c k v i l l e  ( c a .  1818) .  L a t t e r  s i t e  b e l i e v e d  t o  
have employed f i r s t  l a c e  loom i n  America and i t s  i n v e n t o r  John 
Bes twick .  B e l l  foundry  begun c a .  1816 by a p p r e n t i c e  from 
R e v e r e ' s  Bos ton  Works, George Holbrook,  who a l s o  l e a r n e d  c l o c k -  
making o f  Revere.  S i x  b r i c k y a r d s  i n  o p e r a t i o n - - o n e ,  1775-1900. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  
r e s i d e n t i a l :  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  v e r n a c u l a r  types  o f  

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d  remain p o p u l a r  t o  c a .  1800-1810,  a f t e r  which 
they  were r e p l a c e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  s t y l e ;  a t  l e a s t  4 dozen 
h i g h  s t y l e ,  b r i c k  F e d e r a l i s t  houses  and c o t t a g e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  town n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  former  b r i c k y a r d s ;  
F e d e r a l i s t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  R o c k v i l l e  r a n g e s  from one h i g h - s t y l e  
c o t t a g e  w i t h  Goth ic  d e t a i l s  ( c a .  1820-25)  t o  double  worke r s '  
houses  w i t h  endwal l  chimneys ( c a .  1818-25) .  S c a t t e r e d  e l sewhere  
i n  t h e  town a r e  t w o - s t o r e y ,  h i p - r o o f e d  h o u s e s ,  examples o f  which 
have v a r i e d  p l a n s ;  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l :  New meet inghouse b u i l t  1815 ( F e d e r a l i s t  
s t y l e ) ;  s i x  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  formed f o r  e n t i r e  town (Medway) 
o f  which a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 o r  4  would be w i t h i n  t h e  bounds o f  
modern Mill is ,  one b r i c k  schoo lhouse  b u i l t  1823. 

commercial :  Smal l -development  a round Turnpike  (? )  - -  2 
i n n k e e p e r s  and 4  r e t a i l e r s  l i s t e d  f o r  e n t i r e  town i n  1807.  

i n d u s t r i a l :  Scy the  and edge t o o l  shop a t  R o c k v i l l e  (1780) ;  
c o t t o n  m i l l  and machine shop a t  R o c k v i l l e  (1818) ; b e l l  foundry  (1816),  
appea rances  n o t  r e c o r d e d .  

V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 
Highways remain from e a r l y  1 9 t h  Century  w i t h  Eas t lWes t  

r a i l r o a d  from Medf ie ld  t o  Medway th rough  Millis C e n t e r  (1863) . 
Branch r a i l r o a d  from Nor fo lk  t o  R o c k v i l l e  i n  1 8 5 0 ' s  s h o r t l y  
abandoned w i t h  o r i g i n a l  s t o n e  abutments  a c r o s s  C h a r l e s  R ive r  
(power l i n e s )  i n t a c t .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  
Small  i n c r e a s e  ( i f  any) ; s m a l l  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n ;  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n  formed a t  R o c k v i l l e  (1849) .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  L o c a t i o n :  
Smal l  expans ion  of  R o c k v i l l e ;  s m a l l  expans ion  o f  Millis Cen te r  

( t h e n  known a s  E a s t  Medway) . 

D .  Economic Base: 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  b o t h  o rgan  and o rgan  p i p e  f a c t o r i e s  a l o n g  

Main S t .  Canning begun i n  1863 a l s o  on Main S t .  Paper  m i l l  
e r e c t e d  i n  Ba l t imore  a r e a  o f  R o c k v i l l e  c a .  1850 by G .  Campbell ,  
a l s o  o p e r a t i n g  p a p e r  m i l l  i n  Nor fo lk .  R o c k v i l l e  m i l l  p roduc ing  
w a t e r p r o o f  b u i l d i n g  p a p e r .  B leache ry  and dyeworks e s t a b l i s h e d  
a t  v e r y  end o f  p e r i o d  n e a r  abundant  s p r i n g s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  
r e s i d e n t i a l :  Greek Rev iva l  s t y l e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by a  s m a l l  

number o f  s i d e  h a l l  and c e n t e r - e n t r a n c e  c o t t a g e s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a t  R o c k v i l l e )  and a  s m a l l e r  number of  s i d e - h a l l  houses  a t  
M i l l i s  C e n t e r .  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  was r e p r e s e n t e d  by s e v e r a l  
h i g h - s t y l e  v i l l a / c o u n t r y  e s t a t e s  n o r t h  and w e s t  o f  Millis C e n t e r  
and by a  s m a l l  number o f  more modest s i d e - h a l l  houses  ( c a .  1860- 
75) a t  Millis C e n t e r  and R o c k v i l l e .  L i t t l e  o r  no Second Empire 
s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was b u i l t .  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Four th  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Meet inghouse b u i l t  
1849-50,  I t a l i a n a t e  S t y l e  ( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  appea rance  may d a t e  from 
1860 l s a l t e r a t i o n s )  ; former  T h i r d  Meetinghouse moved t o  R o c k v i l l e  
and c o n v e r t e d  t o  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Chapel (1849) ;  a t  l e a s t  one 
schoo lhouse  b u i l t  1849.  

commercial  : No r e c o r d e d  development .  
i n d u s t r i a l :  Organ f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  1837.  

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 11870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 
R a i l  and r o a d  sys t em i n t a c t  w i t h  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  from Medf ie ld-  

Dedham t o  ~ e d w a ~ - ~ i i f o r d  i n  1900 a l o n g  Main-~1easaA-t  V i l l a g e  S t s .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  
I n c r e a s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  S t e e l  Edgeworks 

b u i l t  a t  Mill is  C e n t e r  (1889) ;  r a p i d  growth o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  a f t e r  1895; I r i s h  were l a r g e s t  group u n t i l  1905-1915 
a f t e r  which Russ ians  became t h e  l a r g e s t  f o r e i g n  born  group;  no new 
r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  L o c a t i o n :  
Mainly a t  M i l l i s  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Main, Union, 

Exchange and P l a i n  S t r e e t s  ; minor c o t t a g e  development a l o n g  
C h a r l e s  R i v e r ,  o f f  Dwight S t r e e t ,  and a l o n g  V i l l a g e  S t r e e t  wes t  
o f  R o c k v i l l e .  

9. Economic Base: 
I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  town i n  1885 s p a r k e d  minor economic boom 

a s  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  l e d  by Lans ing  Millis a t t r a c t e d  S t e e l  
Edge Stamping and R e t i n n i n g  Co. and Herman Shoe Co. t o  c e n t r a l  
l o c a t i o n s  n e a r  r a i l r o a d .  I n v e n t o r  Michael  C o l l i n s  (famous f o r  
" e ~ h o l i n s ~ ~ )  o p e r a t e d  box f a c t o r y  a t  Lower Bogas towe s i t e ;  R o c k v i l l e  
c o t t o n  f a c t o r y  l e a s e d  t o  American F e l t .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  
r e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  h i g h - s t y l e  from p e r i o d ,  r e s t r i c t e d  

mainly t o  i n d i v i d u a l  examples o f  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Queen Anne and 
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  a l o n g  Exchange S t r e e t ,  n o r t h  o f  C e n t e r ;  b u l k  o f  
new b u i l d i n g  a t  M i l l i s  C e n t e r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s t y l i s t i c  c o t t a g e s  
u n t i l  c a .  1900 and s i m p l e  bungalows ( c a .  1910) some o f  which may 
have been  b u i l t  a s  company h o u s i n g .  New c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  r e s o r t  
(? )  a r e a s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i m p l e  bungalows,  c a b i n s  and two s t o r e y  
houses  w i t h  Bungalow s t y l e  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l s - - n o  h i g h s t y l e .  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l :  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  s t y l e  c h a p e l  a t  R o c k v i l l e ,  
b u i l t  1877. I n  d i v i s i o n  o f  town (1885) Mil l i s  was g r a n t e d  one 
e n g i n e  house ,  an almshouse and t h r e e  s c h o o l h o u s e s ;  Queen Anne s t y l e  
R a i l r o a d  Depot/Town H a l l  b u i l t  by p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n ,  1886. 

commercial :  2 - s t o r e y  wood-frame I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  b l o c k  
w i t h  s t o r e s  and p u b l i c  h a l l  b u i l t  a t  c e n t e r ,  1876;  l i t t l e  o t h e r  
development .  

i n d u s t r i a l :  o n e - s  t o r e y  wood- frame shoe  f a c t o r y  (1891) ; 
o n e - s t o r e y  b r i c k  and s t o n e  m i l l  complex developed (1889) ; f o u r -  
s t o r e y  wood-frame f a c t o r y  ( c a .  1 9 0 0 ) ;  m i l l s  a t  R o c k v i l l e  bu rned ,  
1884. 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915- 1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  
S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  and r a i l r o a d  West o f  Mil l i s  C e n t e r  abandoned 

by mid-20th  Cen tu ry .  Auto highway r o u t e s  by 1 9 3 0 ' s  on main E a s t /  
West r o a d  R t .  109 (Main S t . )  and secondary  Nor th /South  r o a d  
R t .  115 from Sherborn  t o  R o c k v i l l e  through Mil l i s  c e n t e r .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  
Growth d u r i n g  most o f  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  Loca t ion :  
Same a s  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: 
Most o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Century  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  was r e p l a c e d  

i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  by t h r e e  major  employers--Herman Shoe,  S a f e  pack 
M i l l s  (1917,  from Brockton)  b o t h  o f  which r e c e i v e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  
government c o n t r a c t s  d u r i n g  WW I ,  and C l i c q u o t  Club Ginger  Ale 
(now C o t t )  - - a l l  t h r e e  n e a r  M i l l i s  c e n t e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  
r e s i d e n t i a l :  Cont inued  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  bungalows and 

s i m p l e  t w o - s t o r e y  houses  w i t h  bungalow s t y l e  d e t a i l s ;  l i t t l e  o r  
no h i g h - s  t y l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  
C o l o n i a l / F e d e r a l i s t  Rev iva l  s t y l e  houses  i n  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  town 
( c a .  1920-40) ,  some r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l i s t  p e r i o d  houses  a s  
weekend/count ry  e s t a t e s  seems t o  have o c c u r r e d .  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l :  L i t t l e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  p r o b a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e - r o o m  s c h o o l  house ( s )  . 

commercial :  s t r i p  development  o f  one - s  t o r e y  wood- frame 
and c o n c r e t e - b l o c k  s t r u c t u r e  a l o n g  Main S t .  (Route 109) a t  
town c e n t e r .  
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i n d u s t r i a l :  U t i l i t a r i a n  d e s i g n ,  c o n c r e t e  and wood- 
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  e n l a r g e d  m i l l s  a t  town c e n t e r .  

X I .  SOURCES: 

Jameson, E .  0 .  The H i s t o r y  o f  Medway, Massachuse t t s  (1880) 
Mason. Or ion  T .  Handbook o f  Medwav H i s t o r v  (19131 , L 

~ i l l i ; ,  Mass. F i f t i e t h  ~ n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  ~ n c o r ~ o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Town o f  Mil l is ,  Massachuse t t s  (1935) 
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