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D A T E :  1983 

M H C  RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY R E P O R T  

COMMUNITY: Mil ford  

I .  T O P O G R A P H Y  

M i l f o r d ' s  topography i s  formed by two p a r r a l l e l  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  and 
moderate ,  f a i r l y  even h i g h l a n d s .  The l a r g e r  r i v e r  i s  t h e  C h a r l e s ,  
which f lows n o r t h  t o  sou th  through t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  of t h e  town, 
pass ing  through t h e  town c e n t e r .  Approximately 1 . 5  mi l e s  wes t ,  
p a r t i a l l y  forming t h e  wes te rn  boundary of Mi l ford  w i t h  Upton and 
Hopedale,  i s  t h e  Mill  R i v e r ,  a  major t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  B lacks tone  
R ive r .  

The C h a r l e s  f a l l s  125 f e e t  a s  i t  pas ses  through t h e  t o w n  and 
provided t w o  mi l l  s e a t s ,  one a t  Wi ldca t  Pond used f o r  sawing i n  
t h e  m i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and one a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  ha rnessed  f o r  saw and 
g r i s t m i l l i n g  and by c o t t o n  and woolen m i l l s  through t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y .  The Mill R ive r  c o n t a i n s  f i v e  mi l l  s e a t s  b e f o r e  i t  f lows 
wholly through Hopedale;  of  t h e s e ,  f o u r  have been occupied  by 
g r i s t  a n d  sawmil l s  and a  woolen m i l l .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r i v e r s ,  
s e v e r a l  small  brooks flow i n t o  t h e  C h a r l e s  River  b e f o r e  i t  e n t e r s  
Bel l  ingham. 

The c e n t r a l  h ighland between t h e  two r i v e r s  i s  formed by a g e n t l y  
rounded h i l l  which r i s e s  200 f e e t  above t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s .  On 
t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t - t o p p e d  h i l l  a n d  i n  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  l i e  t h e  
b e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land  i n  t h e  t o w n .  

In t h e  n o r t h  and n o r t h e a s t  a r e a s  of town t h e  s u r f a c e  r i s e s  t o  500 
f e e t  above sea  l e v e l  i n  s e v e r a l  rocky,  broken h i l l s  known a s  Rocky 
Woods. I t  i s  in  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  most of M i l f o r d ' s  g r a n i t e  q u a r r i e s  
a r e  l o c a t e d ,  some of them s t i l l  a c t i v e .  

The g r a n i t e  and g n e i s s - d e r i v e d  s o i l s  range from f i n e  loams on 
s i l v e r  Hi l l  and i n  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  t o  s t o n y ,  g r a v e l l y  s o i l  on 
t h e  s l o p e s  of h i l l s .  Most of the  l and  i s  c u l t i v a b l e ,  y i e l d i n g  
good c r o p s  of hay,  c o r n ,  o a t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  and f r u i t ,  On a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  h i l l  s a n d  r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  g l a c i a l l y - f o r m e d  f e a t u r e s  
i n c l u d e  a  moraine and wash g r a v e l s  n e a r  Mendon and South Mi l ford  
and outwash g r a v e l s  and f i n e  s t r a t i f i e d  sands  i n  t h e  C h a r l e s  River  
v a l l  ey . 
11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  inc luded  a s  p a r t  of Quinshepaug P l a n t a t i o n  (1667)  and 
Mendon N o r t h  Purchase  ( 1 6 9 1 ) .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as a  town from Mendon 
i n  1780. Bounds w i t h  Holl i s t o n  and Hopkinton e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i t h  
p a r t s  of t h e s e  towns annexed and p a r t  of Mi l ford  annexed t o  
Hopkinton i n  1835. Bounds w i t h  Holl i s t o n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  1859. P a r t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Hopedale,  1886. Bounds wi th  U p t o n  and H o p k i n t o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  1907. Bounds with Hopkinton and Upton e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
1962. 



111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A s u b u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  h i l l  town and commercial c e n t e r  s i t u a t e d  i n  
t h e  upper  C h a r l e s  River  watershed  on an h i s t o r i c  c o r r i d o r  from t h e  
c o a s t a l  p l a i n  t o  t h e  Southern  C e n t r a l  Uplands.  P o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  west  of Cedar Swamp Pond. F i r s t  European s e t t l e m e n t  from 
Mendon ca .  1700, a t t r a c t e d  t o  C h a r l e s  R ive r  i n t e r v a l e  l a n d s  and 
south  f a c i n g  s l o p e  of Magomiscock ( S i l v e r )  Hi1 1 .  Dispersed  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  meet inghouse s i t e d  w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Mill River  p r e c i n c t ,  1741. Small s c a l e  e a r l y  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  ( p r i m a r i l y  boot  and shoe 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ) ,  b u t  major commercial / i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  f o l l o w s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Boston and Albany Branch r a i l r o a d  te rminus  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1840s.  Expanded boot  and shoe i n d u s t r y  a t t r a c t s  l a r g e  i n f l u x  
of  I r i s h  immigrants .  G r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g  becomes impor tan t  
i n d u s t r y ,  and s e v e r a l  l o c a l  examples of g r a n i t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
remain. Mu1 t i  - s t o r y  commercial , b r i c k  downtown b locks  deve lop ,  
a long w i t h  d i s t r i c t  worker and m i d d l  e / h i  gh income r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t s .  Large l a t e  1 9 t h / e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  i n f l u x  of I t a l i a n  
immigrants .  Widespread modern suburban development on S i l v e r  
H i l l ,  and commercial s t r i p  growth on Route 140. L i k e l y  con t inued  
expans ion  of more r e c e n t  l a r g e - s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l / i n d u s t r i a 1  
development around Medway S t r e e t /  1-495 i n t e r c h a n g e .  

IV. C O N T A C T  PERIOD (1 500-1 620)  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Upper C h a r l e s  R ive r  Val l e y  w i t h  h i g h l a n d s  between C h a r l e s  and Mill 
r i v e r s .  P r i n c i p a l  t r a i l  c o r r i d o r  n o r t h e a s t  t o  southwest  i n t e r i o r  
w i t h  c o n j e c t u r e d  e x t e n s i o n  of documented Holl i  s t o n  T r a i l  sou th  of 
Rocky H i l l ,  w i t h  f o r d  sou th  of  Cedar Swamp Pond. T r a i l  t hen  
swings south  on wes tern  s l o p e  of C h a r l e s  R ive r  Val ley  ( E a s t  
Main-South Main S t r e e t s ) .  I n f e r r e d  branch n o r t h  t o  North Pond 
a1 ong H i c k l e b e r r y  Brook t r i b u t a r y  ( P u r c h a s e  Street-Camp S t r e e t ) .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

No s i t e s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  town. However, well watered  by Char l e s  
and Mill r i v e r s  a s  well  a s  s e v e r a l  ponds. The s h o r e s  and t e r r a c e s  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e s e  bod ies  can be expec ted  t o  y i e l d  s i t e s  connected 
w i t h  s easona l  use by small  bands.  Less f r e q u e n t  use of h i l l s  
a d j a c e n t .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  Base 

Seasonal  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of r e s o u r c e s  i n  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e . .  

D .  Obse rva t ions  

The l a r g e  number of s i t e s  l o c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y i n g  of Route 
146 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d e n s i t y  i n  t h i s  i n l a n d  a r e a  i s  h i g h e r  than  
p r e d i c t e d  by t h e  1  i  t e r a t u r e .  



V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1 6 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l  s r e m a i n  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  d o c u m e n t e d  S h e r b o r n  Road 
( 1  6 7 0 ) .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Reduced  s e a s o n a l  u s e  by  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u e  t o  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
p r a y i n g  t o w n s  a n d  p r e s e n c e  o f  c o l o n i a l s .  No e v i d e n c e  o f  p e r m a n e n t  
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  town o f  
Mendon ' s  e i g h t - m i l e - s q u a r e  g r a n t .  F r e q u e n t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t o  g r i s t  mill i n  H o p e d a l e  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  e x p l  o i  t a t i o n  t y p e s  f r o m  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  w i t h  
r e d u c t i o n s  a s  s t a t e d  a b o v e .  P r o b a b l e  c o l o n i a l  u s e  a s  o u t l y i n g  
h o l d i n g s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a s t u r a g e .  

VI.  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  r o u t e s  i m p r o v e d .  After  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  ( 1 7 4 1  ) ,  r o a d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  N o r t h  P u r c h a s e  
up1 a n d s  ( C o n g r e s s ,  P u r c h a s e  a n d  H i g h l a n d  S t r e e t s ) .  a1 o n g  Mil 1  
(West S t r e e t )  a n d  C h a r l e s  ( C e d a r  S t r e e t )  r i v e r s .  D i r e c t  r o a d  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  Mendon C e n t e r .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

T w e n t y - s i x  s i g n  c o v e n a n t  a t  c h u r c h  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1 7 4 1 .  Few f i g u r e s  
b e f o r e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1 7 8 0 ,  t h e n  c a .  7 5 0 .  In  1 7 4 0 s  some 
S e p a r a t i s t s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  1 8  men and  women s i g n  p e t i t i o n  
c r i t i c i z i n g  the  c h u r c h  i n  New L i g h t  t e r m s .  However ,  m i n i s t e r  
F r o s t  j o i n s  New D i v i n i t y  t h i n k e r s  i n  Mendon A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  1 7 5 1 .  
E i g h t  B a p t i s t s  e x e m p t e d  f o r m  t a x a t i o n ,  a t t e n d i n g  a d j a c e n t  
B e l l i n g h a m  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  i n  1 7 4 1 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s e t t l e m e n t  by  c o l o n i a l s  o f  Mendon a f t e r  K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  War by 
1 6 8 0 .  N o r t h  P u r c h a s e  i n  1 6 9 2  a d d s  t h r e e  miles t o  Mendon 
t e r r i t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o r t h  p o r t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t  Mil f o r d .  By 1 7 2 0 s ,  
p o p u l a t i o n  mov ing  i n t o  a r e a  e a s t  o f  M i l l  R i v e r  t o  d i s p e r s e d  
f a r m s t e a d s .  W i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  U x b r i d g e  ( 1 7 2 7 )  f r o m  M e n d o n ' s  west 
b a l a n c e  u p s e t  a n d  a g i t a t e  on f o r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  l o c a t i o n  t o  
a c c o m o d a t e  b e t t e r  t h e  e a s t  b e g i n s .  F o u r  y e a r s  o f  d i s a g r e e m e n t ,  
f o l l  owed by d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  Mendon m i n i s t e r  r e s u l t s  i n  c h u r c h  
f o r m a t i o n  and  f i n a l  s t a t u s  a s  p r e c i n c t  i n  1 7 4 1 .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  
l o c a t e d  n e a r  town g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  a t  c r o s s r o a d s .  S c h o o l h o u s e  by 
1 7 5 0 ,  b u t  p a r t - t i m e  t e a c h i n g  by 1 7 2 2 .  B u r y i n g  g r o u n d  a l s o  l o c a t e d  
here .  



D. Economic Base 

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  d e p e n d i n g  h e a v i l y  on p a s t u r a g e  and hay  
and mowing l a n d s .  E a r l i e s t  m i l l s  l o c a t e d  i n  Hopeda le  t o  t h e  
s o u t h ,  l a t e r  on C h a r l e s  R i v e r  n e a r  t h e  C e n t e r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The c e n t r a l  c h i m n e y  p l a n  i s  t h e  o n l y  a p p a r e n t  house 
f o r m  s u r v i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  An i n t e r i o r  d o u b l e  
ch imney  examp le  d a t e s  f r o m  1767,  b u t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  e x i s t s  f o r  i t s  
a l t e r a t i o n  f r o m  c e n t e r  t o  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y s .  W i t h  b u t  one 
e x c e p t i o n ,  a l l  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  f i v e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h ;  t h e  o n l y  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f o u r - b a y  ( t h r e e - q u a r t e r )  house  i s  d a t e d  1722.  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  one-and t w o - s t o r y  u n i t s  i s  r o u g h l y  e q u a l ,  w i t h  
a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  s i n g l e  s t o r y  examp les  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a  l e a n - t o ;  
w h e t h e r  i n t e g r a l  o r  added i s  i n d i s c e r n i b l e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  b e t w e e n  
1741 and 1743 and  measured  4 0  f e e t  b y  3 5  f e e t .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1  8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o l o n i a l  h i g h w a y s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

S t e a d y  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  794  i n  1784 t o  
1 ,360 i n  1830.  R e f l e c t e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
b e f o r e  c o n s o l  i d a t i o n .  

D i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  S h a y ' s  R e b e l l i o n  n o t  n o t e d ,  b u t  town 
p e t i t i o n s  f o r  amnes ty  t o  i n s u r g e n t s .  A g i t a t i o n  a g a i n s t  vendue 
s y s t e m  o f  p o o r  r e l i e f  b e g i n s  i n  1806, and p o o r  f a r m  s u b s t i t u t e d  i n  
1825.  Second P a r i s h  Mendon a s  F i r s t  M i l  f o r d  c o n t i n u e s  i n  a  
C a l v i n i s t  t h e 0 1  o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i l e  s e c t a r i a n s  g row i n  number 
and s o c i e t i e s .  I n  1781,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  i s  f o r m e d ,  
e m p h a s i z i n g  u n i v e r s a l  r e d e m p t i o n  and m a n ' s  a b i l  i t y  t o  choose  
good. I t i n e r a n t  M e t h o d i s t  p r e a c h i n g ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  New E n g l a n d  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  f o u n d  c o n v e r t s  h e r e ,  s h a r i n g  
A r m i n i a n  v i e w s  b u t  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o n v e r s i o n  and work  t o w a r d  p e r f e c t i o n .  

V o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  emerge e a r l y ,  b u t  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ' s  e l i t e  i n c l u d i n g  Masons ( 1 7 9 7 ) ,  an A r t i l l a r y  Company 
( 1 8 0 3 ) ,  L a f a y e t t e  Guard  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  i n  i t s  i m a g e  ( 1 8 2 6 )  and  a  
H o r s e  T h e i f  D e t e c t i n g  S o c i e t y .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  
r e p a i r e d  and e n l a r g e d ,  1792.  New m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  1818  a t  
M a i n  S t r e e t / C o n g r e s s  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  B r i c k  t o w n / m e e t i n g h o u s e  
b u i l t  i n  1821.  Academy e s t a b l  i s h e d ,  1830.  L a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  has  



o b s c u r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  i n  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r ,  b u t  1  i n e a r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a r e  c o n j e c t u r e d  on t h e  S o u t h  Main /Main  S t r e e t  
c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  n o r t h e r n  e x t e n t i o n s  o n  C o n g r e s s  a n d / o r  
P u r c h a s e  S t r e e t s .  

D .  Economic  B a s e  

L i t t l e  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  a c r e a g e  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n :  44% u n i m p r o v e d  o r  
l e f t  a s  w o o d l a n d ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  28% i n  p a s t u r a g e ,  1 6 %  i n  mowing a n d  
m e a d o w l a n d s .  9 %  v i e w e d  a s  u n i m p r o v a b l e  a n d  3 %  u n d e r  v i l l a g e .  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n c r e a s e s  t h r o u g h  p e r i o d ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  1 0 1 ,  
c o m p a r e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ' s  2 1 7 ,  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  h o u s e h o l d  h e a d  
o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  1 8 2 0 .  

M i l f o r d ' s  economy i n  the  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
e a s t  l a r g e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  s u p p o r t e d  by a  r a n g e  o f  a r t i s a n s  s u c h  
a s  c a r p e n t e r s ,  t a n n e r s ,  s h o e m a k e r s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s , a n d  c l o t h i e r s .  I n  
1 7 9 3  t h e r e  were f o u r  g r i s t m i l l s ,  t h r e e  s a w m i l l s ,  o n e  c l o t h i e r ' s  
w o r k s  and  f u l l  i n g  mi l l  , a n d  o n e  t r i p h a m m e r .  The town was a1 s o  
s e r v e d  by  two t r a d e r s  o f  E u r o p e a n  a n d  I n d i a  g o o d s .  The f a r m e r s  
r a i s e d  a l l  k i n d s  o f  g r a i n  f o r  d o m e s t i c  u s e  a n d  m a r k e t  c r o p s  o f  
b u t t e r ,  c h e e s e ,  p o r k ,  and  b e e f .  

Toward  t h e  end  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  A r i a 1  B r a g g  b e g a n  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  b o o t s  and  s h o e s  i n  a  s h o p  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  e n d  o f  t o w n ,  a n d  
a r e a  l a t e r  c a l l e d  B r a g g v i l l e .  B r a g g  was among t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  
a r e a  t o  e m p l o y  j o u r n e y m e n ,  and  he  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t r a v e l l e d  t o  B o s t o n  
a n d  P r o v i d e n c e  go s e l l  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  w h o l e s a l e .  S h o e m a k i n g  
s p r e a d  t o  o t h e r  s m a l l  s h o p s  i n  t h e  town and  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  
c u r r i e r s  and  t a n n e r s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  l e a t h e r .  By 1 8 3 2 ,  8 , 5 0 0  h i d e s  
w e r e  p r e p a r e d  a n n u a l l y  a n d  2 5 , 0 0 0  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  a n d  3 5 , 0 0 0  p a i r s  
o f  b r o g a n s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  s o l d  m o s t l y  t o  S o u t h e r n  s l a v e h o l d e r s ,  were 
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  town by  1 0 0  men,  2 0  b o y s ,  a n d  2 0  women, a n d  
were v a l u e d  a t  $ 8 5 , 0 0 0 .  

Other i n d u s t r i e s  l a u n c h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d e d  
c h a i s e  a n d  c a r r i a g e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  1 8 1 0 ,  c o t t o n - p l  ush  h a t  
m a k i n g ,  and  two c o t t o n  a n d  w o o l e n  mi l ls ,  o n e  begun  i n  S o u t h  
M i l f o r d  a b o u t  1 8 1 0  and  t he  o t h e r  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  1 8 2 0 s .  I n  
1 8 3 2  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n s u s  r e c o r d e d  a  s a t i n e t  m a n u f a c t o r y  w i t h  2 8  
e m p l o y e e s  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  8 0 , 0 0 0  y a r d s  o f  c l o t h ,  a n d  two y a r n  
f a c t o r i e s  w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  c o t t o n  warp  f o r  t h e  s a t i n e t  a n d  wool y a r n  
f o r  h o s i e r y  v a l u e d  a t  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  T h e s e  s m a l l  mi l l s  l a s t e d  b u t  a  
s h o r t  t ime. Weakened by t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  
i n  1 8 2 9  a n d  by  s u b s e q u e n t  f i r e s ,  t h e  mil ls  c l o s e d  by t he  l a t e  
1 8 3 0 s .  

Other  m a n u f a c t u r e s  l i s t e d  i n  the  1 8 3 2  McLane R e p o r t  i n c l u d e  per 
k n i v e s  a n d  r a z o r s ,  s h u t t l e s ,  p l o u g h s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  w a g o n s .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  s t r a w  b r a i d  a n d  b o n n e t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was c a r r i e d  on by 
500  women who p r o d u c e d  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  g o o d s .  Much o f  t h e  s t r a w  
was  s u p p l i e d  by a  m e r c h a n t  i n  S o u t h  M i l f o r d  who a c t e d  a s  a  
d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  s t r a w  t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  women w i t h i n  a  f i v e - m i l e  
r a d i u s  o f  h i s  s t o r e  a n d  w h o l e s a l e r  o f  t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s .  



E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  seems t o  have  
o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  One t h r e e - b a y  and t w o  
f i v e - b a y  s i n g l e  s t o r y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  d w e l l i n g s  s u r v i v e  and o n l y  
one t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  examp le  r e m a i n s .  Two r e a r  w a l l  ch imney ,  
t w o - s t o r y  houses  a r e  e x t a n t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  d o u b l e - p i l e  end ch imney  
s t r u c t u r e  and one d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imney  p l a n .  The m o s t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d w e l l i n g  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e - p i l e  c e n t e r  
passage  p l a n  w i t h  a  p y r a m i d a l  r o a d ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
s e c t i o n  o f  town on S i l v e r  H i l l  Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The o r i g i n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  o f  ca .  1 7 4 3  was 
d e m o l i s h e d  and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  b y  
n o t e d  r e g i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t  E l i a s  C a r t e r  i n  1 8 1 9  ( b u i l d i n g  was r a i s e d  
t o  accommodate a f u l l  basement ,  e n l a r g e d  b y  3 0  f e e t ,  and moved 
back on i t s  l o t  i n  1 8 6 7 - 1 8 6 8 ) .  I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f o r m ,  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  one s t o r y ,  w i t h  t h r e e - b a y ,  gab1 e  end 
v e s t i b u l e  c o n t a i n i n g  two e n t r a n c e s .  Semi - c i r c u l a r  f a n 1  i g h t s  
s u r m o u n t  t h e  t h r e e  b a y s  and above  t h e s e  i s  a  P a l l a d i a n  window. A 
s q u a r e  t o w e r  w i t h  a  t w o - s t a g e d  b e l f r e y  and s p i r e  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1820,  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  i s t s  e r e c t e d  a  
b r i c k  m e e t i n g h o u s e  w i t h  a  s i x t y  f o o t  s p i r e .  A M e t h o d i s t  
m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  m e a s u r i n g  3 0  f e e t  x  3 4  f e e t ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1815 
( b u r n e d  i n  1 8 6 0 ) .  The town was d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  
and  be tween  1780  and  1791 s c h o o l h o u s e s  were  e r e c t e d ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  
a p p a r e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  m a j o r  r e p a i r s  b y  1 7 9 5  (none e x t a n t ) .  The 
M i l f o r d  Academy began i n  1821 c l o s e d  i n  1841.  

Commerc ia l  : One i n n  i s  r e c o r d e d  as b e i n g  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  1781.  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e f e r e n c e  i s  made t o  a  row o f  shops on t h e  common i n  
1 8 3 0  ( M a r v i n ) .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The shoe and b o o t  i n d u s t r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  and b y  1810-1815,  1 4  f o o t  x  1 6  f o o t  b o o t  shops were  i n  
e x i s t e n c e  ( M a r v i n ) .  By 1830,  t h e  town had  one c o t t o n  m i l l  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  

V I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830-1  8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use.  B a r b e r  ( 1 8 3 9 )  d e s c r i b e s  
them as o f  p o o r  q u a l i t y .  Medway S t r e e t  b u i l t  1835,  C e n t r a l  and  
D e p o t  S t r e e t s ,  1850.  F r a m i n g h a m - M i l f o r d  B ranch ,  B o s t o n  & A l b a n y  
R a i l  r o a d  opens,  1848.  M i l  f o r d  and Woonsocket  B r a n c h ,  A i r 1  i n e  
R a i l r o a d  ( w i t h  $50,000 i n  M i l f o r d  owned s t o c k )  opens i n  1868.  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  g r e a t e s t  d u r i n g  t o w n ' s  
h i s t o r y ,  g r o w i n g  f r o m  1 ,360  i n  1 8 3 0  t o  9,890 i n  1870.  D u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  two  decades,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  3  and  one ha1 f t i m e s ,  
r e f 1  e c t i n g  m i g r a t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  emp loymen t ;  
w h i l e  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  employment  r e m a i n e d  s t a b 1  e ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
o c c u p a t i o n s  q u a d r u p l e d  b e t w e e n  1 8 2 0  and 1840.  I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  



d u r i n g  t h e  nex t  decade ,  t o  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s ,  brought  t h e i r  
p r o p o r t i o n  of popu la t ion  t o  34.5% i n  1855. Between 1850 and 1860, 
t h e  popu la t ion  con t inued  i t s  d ramat i c  growth b e f o r e  1  eve1 ing  f o r  
t h e  remainder  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  

Denominational mu1 t i p 1  i c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  accompanied by a  
pro1 i f e r a t i o n  of  reform movement o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The 
Congregat ional  and Universa l  i s t  s o c i e t i e s  c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e  1  a t t e r  
under t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  Adi n Bal l  ou who provided 1  e a d e r s h i p  and 
promoted t h e  val ues of temperance ,  a n t i  - s l a v e r y  and n o n - r e s i s t e n c e  
and formed a  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l i s t  community i n  Hopedale ( s e e  
Hopedal e  Town Reconnaissance  Survey R e p o r t ) .  A1 though t h e  
Methodis t  P r o t e s t a n t s  emphas iz ing  l a y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  church  
governance ,  d i ed  o u t  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  a  Methodis t  E p i s c o p a l i a n  
s o c i e t y  i n  1853, a s  d i d  t h e  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  i n  1864. The t o w n ' s  
growing I r i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  formed S t .  Mary's p a r i s h  i n  1847. 

The Masons s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Anti-Maonic movement of t h e  1830s ,  
and v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a d v o c a t i n g  temperance and m i d d l e - c l a s s  
v a l u e s  f l o u r i s h e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1860s ,  a t  t h e  expense 
of t h e  g e n t e e l .  A lyceum was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1853, fo l lowed  by a  
l i b r a r y  i n  1858.  

The high s c h o o l ,  and a  grad  school sys tem,  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 
1850,  fo l lowed by an a b o l i t i o n  of t h e  school  d i s t r i c t s ,  and w i t h  
them l o c a l  community c o n t r o l ,  i n  1853. A s e r i e s  of m i n i s t e r i a l  
and s e l e c t  s c h o o l s ,  a s  well  as  an academy, were s h o r t - 1  i v e d .  

Numbers accomodated a t  t h e  Poor Farm remain c o n s i s t e n t :  30 w i t h i n  
50 o u t s i d e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S i g n i f i c a n t  expans ion  of c e n t e r  a f t e r  1845,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  
r a i l  t e rminus  e s t a b l i s h e d .  By p e r i o d ' s  end,  a  1  i n e a r  c e n t r a l  
commercial d i s t r i c t  has developed,  r i n g e d  on t h e  nor th  by a  mixed 
institutional/residential zone,  and t h e  open space  of t h e  town 
park ( 1 8 6 3 ) ,  To t h e  n o r t h  and wes t  a r e  middle and high income 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .  To t h e  south  of t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  
Char l e s  R i v e r / r a i l w a y  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  d e v e l o p s ,  w i t h  a  zone of 
mixed shops/worker  r e s i d e n c e s  between Main S t r e e t  and t h e  
r a i l r o a d .  The a r e a  wes t  of t h e  r i v e r  i s  predominant ly  I r i s h  
worker r e s i d e n c e s .  

A b i p o l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  focus  deve lops  on Main S t r e e t ,  a f t e r  t h e  
town house (1854)  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  f a r  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  1819 
meet ing  house. By 1870,  t h e  h a l f  dozen churches  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  
nor th  of Main S t r e e t  w i t h  U n i t a r i a n s  on Pear l  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  
Method i s t s  on Exchange (18491,  B a p t i s t s  on P ine  (1861)  and t h e  
l a r g e s t  e d i f i c e  t h e  g r a n i t e  S t .  Mary ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church on G r a n i t e  
S t r e e t  ( 1 8 7 0 ) .  A high  school  (1850)  and l i b r a r y  (1858)  a r e  a l s o  
added t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  zone.  

In 1870,  t h e  b u i l t  u p  a r e a  e x t e n d s  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  t h e  town park ,  
e x c e p t  on Purchase S t r e e t ,  where t h e  high-income c o r r i d o r  e x t e n d s  
a s  f a r  as  Founta in  S t r e e t ,  and l i n e a r  development c o n t i n u e s  no r th  



t o  North M i l f o r d .  To t h e  w e s t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  s t o p s  a t  
High S t r e e t ,  w i t h  a  l i n e a r  e x t e n s i o n  on West S t r e e t .  Southward ,  
b u i l d i n g  e x t e n d s  o n  S o u t h  Main, a1 though g e n e r a l l y  n o t  beyond 
F r u i t  S t r e e t .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  t h e  Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  e x t e n d s  
s l i g h t l y  beyond t he  A g r i c u l t u r a l  F a i r g r o u n d s ,  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  e a s t  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

O u t s i d e  t h e  Center, s e c o n d a r y  deve lopment  o c c u r s  a t  North Mil f o r d  
and a l o n g  t h e  E a s t  Main S t r e e t  q u a r r i e s .  

D .  Economic Base 

T h e  p e r i o d  between 1830  and t h e  end o f  t h e  C i v i l  War was one of  
t remendous  growth i n  Mil f o r d ' s  economic and demographic  
deve lopmen t .  T h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  from 1 , 3 6 0  i n  1830 
t o  over  9 , 0 0 0  i n  1865.  A n  e a r l y  homogenous, n a t i v e  Yankee 
p o p u l a t i o n  was e q u a l l e d  and t h e n  outnumbered by t h e  f ecund  I r i s h  
immig ran t s  and t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .  C a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
r o s e  from under  $100 ,000  t o  n e a r l y  $1 ,000 ,000  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
w h i l e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  manufac tu red  goods i n c r e a s e d  from $260 ,000  i n  
1830  t o  n e a r l y  $4 ,000 ,000  i n  1865.  

T h i s  growth was due l a r g e l y  t o  an e x p a n s i o n  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  
b o o t  and shoe  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and e x p a n s i o n  of 
i t s  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  t a n n i n g  and c u r r y i n g ,  h e e l  -making,  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  of  shoe  p e g s ,  b o o t  and shoe  b o x e s ,  l a s t s ,  b o o t  t r e e s ,  
c l i n c h i n g  s c r e w s ,  shoe  machinery  and t o o l s ,  and cement. Most o f  
t h e s e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were l o c a t e d  on o r  n e a r  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  where 
s e v e r a l  shoe  f a c t o r i e s  s t i l l  o p e r a t e .  By 1870 ,  a b o u t  20 boo t  shoe  
f a c t o r i e s  were i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  f a c t o r i e s  r a t e d  among t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  In 1865 ,  1 , 1 1 9 , 2 9 9  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and 
111 , 190  p a i r s  of shoes were  produced i n  M i l f o r d  shops  and 
f a c t o r i e s .  

A s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  expans ion  of  M i l f o r d ' s  b o o t  and shoe 
i n d u s t r y  and i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  
was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  M i l f o r d .  T h e  
Framingham and M i l f o r d  Branch o f  t h e  Boston & Albany R a i l r o a d  was 
opened i n  J u l y  1848 ,  and l i n k e d  Mil f o r d  by r a i l  t o  t h e  major  urban 
c e n t e r s  o f  the  N o r t h e a s t .  During the p e r i o d  between 1845  and 1855 
s t a t e  c e n s u s e s  Mil f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ;  a c t i o n  t r i p l e d  and t h e  v a l u e  
o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s  i n c r e a s e d  from more t h a n  $400 ,000  t o  n e a r l y  
$2 ,000 ,000  and t h e  number of p e r s o n s  employed i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
r o s e  from under  1 , 0 0 0  t o  more t h a n  3 ,500 .  W i t h i n  t h e  b o o t  and 
shoe i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  number of emp loyees ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  b o o t s  and 
shoes made and t h e i r  v a l u e  i n c r e a s e d  n e a r l y  f i v e  f o l d  d u r i n g  t h e  
same p e r i o d .  

The r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t he  b o o t  and shoe  i n d u s t r y  was ba sed  on a  
major  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p r o c e s s  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n .  From t h e  smal l  shop  c o n t a i n i n g  s e v e r a l  m a s t e r  workmen 
and h i r e d  journeymen which p r e v a i l e d  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 3 0 s ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  
moved t o  i n c r e a s i n g  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of t a s k s ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  l a r g e ,  i n t e r g r a t e d  f a c t o r i e s  by t h e  C i v i l  War. The 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  s t i t c h i n g  machine i n  t h e  1850s  and t h e  McKay 
machine f o r  sewing  the  bo t tom on b o o t s  and shoes i n  t h e  l a t e  1860s  



marked and a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  of  the  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
p r o c e s s  which a l s o  i n c l u d e d  machinery  f o r  c r i m p i n g ,  p e g g i n g ,  
(1833-18571,  r o l l i n g  (18451 ,  l a s t i n g  and s t r e t c h i n g .  By 1856 ,  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  shoe  machinery  was b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  M i l f o r d .  

D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i  t h  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  mach ine ry ,  s t e a d i l y  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  work c o n d i t i o n s  and wages ,  and t h e  f e a r  of 
r e p l a c e m e n t  by u n s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s ,  o f t e n  i m m i g r a n t s ,  l e d  t o  t he  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1867 o f  a  l o c a l  c h a p t e r  of  t h e  K n i g h t s  of  S t .  
C r i s p i n ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s k i l l e d  b o o t  and shoe  w o r k e r s .  T h i s  
n a t i o n a l  u n i o n ,  which e v e n t u a l l y  b o a s t e d  50 ,000  members, was 
o r i g i n a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  by a  f o r m e r  M i l f o r d  shoemaker  who had moved 
t o  Milwaukee. Though i t  a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  numbers of  boo t  and shoe  
worke r s  and had some s u c c e s s  i n  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  c l o s e d  shop  t h r o u g h  
s t r i k e s ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t  s t o p  t h e  movement toward m e c h a n i z a t i o n  and 
the  l o w e r i n g  o f  s k i l l  l e v e l s  and wages w i t h i n  the  p r o d u c t i o n  
p r o c e s s ,  and i t  d i s a p p e a r e d  c o m p l e t e l y  by 1878.  

T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  f i g u r e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  boo t  and shoe  i n d u s t r y  between 1855 and 1865 .  In  1855 ,  
3 ,400  employees  p roduced  1 , 0 4 2 , 9 4 4  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and  5 , 0 4 8  p a i r s  
o f  s h o e s ,  v a l u e d  a t  $1 , 787 ,315 ;  i n  1865 ,  o n l y  2 ,187  employees  
produced 1 , 1 1 9 , 2 2 9  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and 111 ,190  p a i r s  o f  s h o e s ,  
v a l u e d  a t  $3 ,291 ,304 .  Nea r ly  200,000 more b o o t s  and s h o e s  were 
produced by 1 , 2 0 0  l e s s  emp loyees ,  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  goods produced 
n e a r l y  t w i c e  a s  g r e a t .  

W i t h  t h e  r a p i d  growth i n  p o p u l a t i o n  and i n d u s t r y ,  M i l f o r d ' s  
c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  deve loped  i n t o  an urban c e n t e r ,  The b u i l d i n g  
t r a d e s  expanded g r e a t l y  a s  h o u s i n g  needs  were met w i t h  a  l a r g e  
number o f  new b u i l d i n g .  In 1855 ,  more t h a n  2 . 5  m i l l i o n  board f e e t  
o f  lumber  and 3 ,000  c o r d s  of  f i r ewood  were c u t  from t h e  t o w n ' s  
woodlands  t o  s u p p l y  t h i s  e x p a n s i o n .  New e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  s e r v i n g  a  
more u r b a n i z e d  p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  a p p e a r e d .  By 1865 ,  a  ga s  works ,  
b r ewery ,  b a k e r y ,  coa l  y a r d s ,  c o f f i n  maker ,  and a r c h i t e c t  and 
d r a f t s m a n  and t h r e e  d a g u e r r o t y p e  a r t i s t s  o p e r a t e d  i n  M i l f o r d .  A 
second  r a i l  l i n e ,  the  M i l f o r d  and Woonsocket R a i l r o a d ,  which 
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  A i r l i n e  R a i l r o a d  i n  Be l l  ingham, was opened i n  
1868.  A t h i r d  l i n e ,  t h e  Hopkinton R a i l r o a d ,  was comple t ed  i n  1872 
and ran  between Ashland and M i l f o r d .  Three banks  were c h a r t e r e d  
between 1851 and 1 8 7 2 ;  t h e  M i l f o r d  S a v i n g s  Bank i n  1851 ,  t he  
M i l f o r d  N a t i o n a l  Bank i n  1865 ,  and t h e  Home Na t iona l  Bank i n  
1872 .  These banks  were l a r g e l y  o r g a n i z e d  by t he  weal t h y  boo t  and 
shoe  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  some o f  whom were  a l s o  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
b r i n g i n g  t h e  r a i l  r o a d s  t h r o u g h  M i l f o r d .  

S e v e r a l  new i n d u s t r i e s  a p p e a r e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  In  t he  e a r l y  
1860s  t he  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s t r a w  h a t s  and b o n n e t s  moved from a  
c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  t o  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n .  By 1865 ,  $260,000 wor th  
o f  h a t s  and bonne t s  were  m a n u f a c t u r e d  by 400 women and 3 5  men i n  
B . H .  S p a u l d i n g ' s  f o u r - s t o r y  f a c t o r y .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  f o r  t he  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  from f o u r  t o  f o u r t e e n  i n  1875  
and produced $75 ,000  wor th  of  goods by 36 employees .  

During t h e  1840s and 1 8 5 0 s ,  g r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g  was begun by t h e  
Boston & Albany R a i l r o a d  n e a r  B r a g g v i l l e  and by l o c a l  l andowners  



f o r  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  b u t  i t  was no t  u n t i l  t h e  1860s t h a t  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  was developed and a q u a r r y  commercial ly  worked by an 
I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  church  p a r i s h .  By 1875,  75 s t o n e  c u t t e r s  and 
l a b o r e r s  were employed a t  t h e  two  Boston & Albany R a i l r o a d  
q u a r r i e s ,  w i t h  p roduc t ion  va lued  a t  o v e r  $75,000.  

In Hopedale,  a  community on t h e  Mill River  in  t h e  wes tern  p o r t i o n  
of town, t h e  manufac ture  of c o t t o n  and woolen machinery had been 
o v e r t a k e n  by George and Ebenezer  Draper  in  1856. O r i g i n a l l y  begun 
a s  a f r a t e r n a l  community of  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l i s t s ,  t h e  community 
d i s s o l v e d  15  y e a r s  l a t e r  wi th  t h e  withdrawal  of t h e  Drape r s ,  i t s  
c h i e f  b e n e f a c t o r s  and s t o c k h o l d e r s ,  and was e v e n t u a l l y  reduced t o  
a  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  which was wholly owned by 
t h e  Drapers  and t h e i r  company. The Drape r s '  manufac tu r ing  
e s t a b l  i shments  expanded t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  Hopedal e  Furnace Co., 
Dutcher  Temple Co., t h e  Hopedale Machine Co. s h o p s  and foundry ,  
and company housing wi th  annual s a l e s  of n e a r l y  $500,000 by 1885. 
In 1886,  Hopedale was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  town o u t  of l a n d s  
f o r m e r l y  a  p a r t  of  Mi l fo rd .  

M i l f o r d ' s  a g r i c u l  t u r e  expanded n e a r l y  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  i t s  popu la t ion  
and manufac tur ing  i n d u s t r i e s .  In 1845,  p roduc t ion  t o t a l e d  l e s s  
than  $50,000;  by 1875,  i t  exceeded $150,000. G r e a t e s t  growth 
occur red  i n  t h e  d a i r y  and market  g a r d e n i n g ,  a s  mild s a l e s ,  
unrecorded  i n  1845, g r e a t l y  exceeded t h e  s a l e s  of b u t t e r  and 
cheese  i n  1855 and t o t a l e d  n e a r l y  $8 ,000 i n  1865 wi th  32,723 
g a l l o n s  s o l d .  While t o t a l  a c r e a g e  of g r a i n s  ( c o r n ,  r y e ,  o a t s ,  
b a r l e y )  d e c l i n e d  by n e a r l y  50% between 1855 and 1865, t h e  ave rage  
devoted  t o  v e g e t a b l e s  and market  ga rden ing  showed an i n c r e a s e  of 
n e a r l y  50 a c r e s .  Beef ,  p o r k  a n d  veal s a l e s  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  
g r e a t l y ,  t o t a l i n g  more than 120,000 1  bs. i n  1865. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The major house form i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  r e g i o n s  of t h e  
town was t h e  one-and two-s to ry  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n ,  d e t a i l e d  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  Greek or I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s .  The t o w n  
c e n t e r ,  however, d i s p l a y s  t h e  f u l l  range of t h e  p e r i o d ' s  popu la r  
d e s i g n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  more prosperous  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  
immediately n o r t h  of t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t ,  The s i d e - p a s s a g e  
remains by f a r  the  most popular  theme, b u t  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  well  
p rese rved  exampl e s  of t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  
I t a l  i a n a t e  and Second Empire houses a r e  f r e q u e n t ,  a s  a r e  a  few 
Gothic Revival d w e l l i n g s .  Of no te  i s  an 1854 t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  I t a l i a n a t e  house s i t u a t e d  on a  s p a c i o u s  l o t .  The 
b u i  1  d ing  di  s p l a y s  b r a c k e t s ,  s i n g l e  and t r i p l e  windows wi t h  hood 
molds,  gabled  pediments;  a  round window, and o n e - s t o r y  porches  on 
both t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and s i d e  f a c a d e s .  Some s i x - b a y ,  gab led  
dup lexes  a r e  a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Immediately s o u t h  of Main 
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  town c e n t e r  t h e  houses  
d i s p l a y  l e s s  s t y l i s t i c  v a r i e t y ,  be ing  most ly  s imple  s i d e - p a s s a g e  
p l a n s  and gabled  dup lexes .  To t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  a  few o n e - s t o r y  
mansard roofed  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  among t h e  numerous 
gabled  dup lexes .  On West Main S t r e e t ,  t h e r e  i s  an 1850 two-s to ry  
Greek Revival t e m p l e - f r o n t  dwell i n g  now s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
S c i e n c e  Church. 



I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A second Methodis t  s o c i e t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  church i n  
t h e  town c e n t e r  i n  1849. This  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  Greek Revival 
t h ree -bay  gab1 e  end s t r u c t u r e  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  para1 1  e l  ed 
p i l a s t e r s ,  and a  s q u a r e  t a v e r n  ( t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  second 
U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church, was completed c a .  1850,  was e n l a r g e d  i n  
1 8 6 4 ) .  In 1861,  a  1  and 1 / 2  - s t o r y  gab le  end B a p t i s t  Church was 
b u i l t ;  t h e  pedimented v e s t i b u l e  has  been a l t e r e d  and t h e  s p i r e  i s  
of r e c e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The c a .  1848 s t r u c t u r e  f o r  S t .  Mary of 
t h e  Assumption church  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  t w o - s t o r y ,  
g r a n i t e  Goth ic  e d i f i c e ,  measuring 165 '  x  7 2 ' ,  w i t h  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  
squa re  tower.  The f i r s t  town h a l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  
of t h e  per iod  and was a  b r i c k  two-s to ry  f i v e - b a y  gab le  end 
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  s h o r t  squa re  tower and a  be1 f r y .  The p r e s e n t  town 
h a l l  (1  i s t e d  i n  t h e  Nat ional  R e g i s t e r )  was b u i l t  between 1853 and 
1858 by Boston a r c h i t e c t  Thomas W .  Si l loway  (1828-1910) ,  who i s  
noted  f o r  t h e  numerous churches  he b u i l t  t h roughou t  New England. 
Unique because i t  i s  t h e  only  major  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  i n  town t h a t  
i s  not  c o n s t r u c t e d  of t h e  famous Mi l fo rd  p i n k  g r a n i t e ,  t h e  town 
h a l l  i s  a  frame I t a l i a n a t e  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h ree -bay  gab le  end 
d e s i g n .  The ground s t o r y  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  whi le  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  l e v e l  
i s  shea thed  i n  c l a p b o a r d s .  P i l a s t e r s  d i v i d e  t h e  bays on t h e  
second f l o o r  which c o n t a i n  windows wi th  segmented and pedimented 
hoods. A P a l l a d i a n  window i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  gabled f a c a d e ,  and a  
d e e p f r i e z e  adorned w i t h  p a t e r a s  encompasses t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The 
squa re  c lock  tower d i s p l a y s  Baroque s c r o l l  ed mol d i n g s .  In 1900,  
t h e  r e a r  wings were added and t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  town h a l l  
( l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g )  was demo1 i s h e d .  A 
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  town h a l l  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
was p a i n t e d  and sanded unsuccess fu l  i m i t a t i o n  of y e l l o w i s h  
f r i e s t o n e  ( s e e  Nat ional  R e g i s t e r  f i l e ) .  

A o n e - s t o r y ,  t h ree -bay  b r i c k  school  wi t h  jack arched  open ings ,  a  
pyramidal roof  and c e n t e r  chimney (31 ' x 24 '  ) was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1832 a t  a  c o s t  of $524 ( e x t a n t ) .  The Purchase S t r e e t  s c h o o l ,  
n o r t h  of t h e  town c e n t e r  a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  from t h e  1860s .  In 
1850,  a  high s c h o o l b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  O n  Eas t  Main a t  t h e  
j u n c t i o n  of 495 t h e r e  i s  a l ong  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  abandoned 
s t r u c t u r e  which i s  i n d i c a t e d  a s  a  school  on t h e  1870 Beers  A t l a s  
of Worcester  Co. 

Commercial: A l o n g ,  two-s to ry  commercial block w i t h  rounded and 
segmented windows and a  b r a c k e t t e d  c o r n i c e  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  

A o n e - s t o r y  coursed  g r a n i t e  b u i l d i n g  i s  s i t u a t e d  on D i l l a  S t r e e t  
n o r t h  of t h e  c e n t e r .  This  b u i l d i n g  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  a  qua r ry  and 
may be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  i n d u s t r y .  On Main S t r e e t  c a .  1863, a  
1  and 1 / 2  - s t o r y  g a b l e  end b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  t h ree -bay  hipped roof  
block added t o  i t s  main f acade  a p p e a r s  t o  be a  mid-19th c e n t u r y  
commercial s t r u c t u r e .  Probably c o n s t r u c t e d  1  a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  Mi l ford  depot  i s  a  cour sed  g r a n i t e  b u i l d i n g  trimmed i n  
brownstone and capped by a  k icked  h i p  r o o f .  Two h o t e l s ,  t h e  
Mansion House and t h e  Quinshepaug House, were o p e r a t i n g  on Main 
S t r e e t  by 1870. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  A few b l o c k s  sou th  of t h e  main b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  near  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  i s  a  f o u r - s t o r y  frame f a c t o r y  w i t h  a  s i d e  



t o w e r  (now t h e  A r c h e r  Rubber  Co. 1. A l s o  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  c o u r s e d  g r a n i t e  gab1 e  end warehouse.  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1870-1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Two a d d i t i o n a l  r a i l  l i n e s  a r e  opened t o  M i l f o r d  t h e  H o p k i n t o n  
R a i l r o a d  f r o m  A s h l a n d  ( 1 8 7 2 ) ,  and an e l e c t r i c  l i n e ,  t h e  
U p t o n - G r a f t o n ,  c o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  and A l b a n y  i n  t h e  N o r t h  
G r a f t o n  ( o p e r a t i n g  b y  1 8 9 6 ) .  By t h e  e a r l y  1900s an e l e c t r i c  
s t r e e t c a r  sys tem r a d i a t e s  f r o m  M i l  f o r d  t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  communi t i e s ,  
w i t h  1  i n e s  w e s t  t o  Hopeda le ,  U x b r i d g e  a n d  G r a f t o n  (West  M a i n  
S t r e e t ) ,  s o u t h  t o  A t t l e b o r o  and Woonsocket  ( S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t ) ,  
n o r t h  t o  H o p k i n t o n  ( C e d a r  s t r e e t ) ,  and e a s t  t o  H o l l i s t o n  ( E a s t  
M a i n  S t r e e t ) .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  L o c a t i o n :  

C o n t i n u e d  i n f i l l i n g  and b u i l d i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  b u i l t - u p  a r e a  
o f  M i l  f o r d  C e n t e r ,  w h i l  e  o n l y  s l  i g h t  p e r i  p h e r a l  e x t e n s i o n  o c c u r s .  
By 1879  t h e r e  a r e  1 8  " b l o c k s "  i n  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a ,  and b y  
p e r i o d  end a n o t h e r  h a l f  dozen m u l t i - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  
b u i l t ,  p r i m a r i l y  on Ma in  S t r e e t .  Some i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
t a k e s  p l a c e ,  w i t h  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 7 1 ) ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
C h u r c h  (18981 ,  remode l  1  i n g  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( 1  8 7 7 ) ,  
and M e m o r i a l  Hal  1  (18841,  a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  zone n o r t h  
o f  Ma in  S t r e e t .  M i l f o r d  H o s p i t a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  1903,  n e a r  t h e  
Hopedal  e  b o r d e r .  M i d d l e  and h i g h  income r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
pushes  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and w e s t  o f  town p a r k ,  w i t h  a  h i g h  income 
e x t e n s i o n  o n  Congress  S t r e e t .  L i t t l e  e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r s  t o  t h e  w e s t  
a n d  s o u t h ,  t h o u g h  s i n g l e  and mu1 t i  f a m i l y  i n f i l l  i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o w a r d  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  i n  t h e  
s o u t h .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  w e s t  i n  t h e  
P r o s p e c t  H e i g h t s  a r e a ,  an i n n o v a t i v e  D r a p e r  Company w o r k e r  s u b u r b ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  1903-1  91 3  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  
n e a r  Wate r  S t r e e t .  H o u s i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  b r i c k  m u l t i f a m i l y  ( 4 - 6  
u n i t )  t e n e n t s  i n  a  c u l - d e l - s a c  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a  d e p a r t u r e  f o r m  t h e  
wooden d u p l e x  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  f a v o r e d  i n  Hopedal  e. A f t e r  
t h e  1870s g r a n i t e  q u a r r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e  a l o n g  t h e  
H o p k i n t o n  r a i l  c o r r i d o r .  

C .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n s  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  some d e c l i n e  i n  1880s ,  p l u s  t h e  1  oss o f  H o p e d a l e  
( 1 8 8 6 ) .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  g r e a t e s t  be tween  1895 a n d  1905,  
g r o w i n g  f r o m  8959  t o  12,105, w i t h  s l o w e r  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  f i n a l  
decade  t o  13,684. 

The f i r s t  h a l l  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  m a r k e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
I r i s h  P o p u l a t i o n .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e ,  new S t .  M a r y ' s  
c h u r c h  i n  1870, f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  H i b e r n i a n  S o c i e t y  
i n  1 8 8 7  a t t e s t  t o  t h e i r  s t r o n g  i d e n t i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  commun i t y ,  and 
b y  1890 t h e y  c o n t r o l 1  e d  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  gove rnmen t .  



The second  h a l f  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  was d o m i n a t e d  b y  a  wave o f  
m i g r a t i o n  t h a t  m a t c h e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  1840s .  I t a l  i a n  m i g r a t i o n  
began ca.  1895,  and b y  1905,  t h e y  made u p  33% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
C o n f l i c t  be tween  t h e  newcomers and t h e  Yankee and I r i s h  r e s i d e n t s  
was e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  s t r i k e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  when t h e  
I t a l i a n  w o r k e r s  were  opposed  b y  I r i s h  and Yankee a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  
f a c t o r y  owners  ( 0 '  Donne1 1941  1. 

Economic  f l u c t u a t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n m a t e s  
a t  t h e  P o o r  Asylum, w i t h  w e l l  o v e r  1 0 0  i n  1873,  1877,  1878  and 
1879,  p l u s  l a r g e  numbers o f  t r a m p s  t h r o u g h  t h e  town.  F i g u r e s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  l a t e r  p e r i o d s .  Some Swed ish  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  1  i k e  
I t a l  i a n  t o  s t o n e c u t t i n g .  

D.  Economic Base 

T h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  M i l f o r d ' s  economic  
base  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand  d e s p i t e  c o n t r a c t i o n  i n  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  
i n d u s t r i e s .  The o v e r a l l  r e s u l t  was an i n i t i a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods f r o m  n e a r l y  8 4  m i l l  i o n  i n  1 8 7 5  t o  
s l i g h t l y  o v e r  82 m i l l i o n  i n  1885.  However,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
new b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  1890s  l e d  t o  renewed g r o w t h  b y  t h e  e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  f o r m  a  p o s t - 1 8 6 0  l o w  o f  8,780 
i n  1 8 9 0  t o  13,684 i n  1915.  T o t a l  emp loymen t  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r  w i t h  n e a r l y  
a  30% i n c r e a s e .  The number o f  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
however ,  f e l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  same p e r i o d  b y  22%, f r o m  259  i n  1875 t o  
201 i n  191  5. A g r i c u l  t u r a 1  p r o d u c t i o n  f o l l  owed t h e  p o p u l  a t i o n  
t r e n d s ,  d e c r e a s i n g  f r o m  a  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h i g h  o f  $151,000 i n  1875 t o  
$75,000 i n  1895 b e f o r e  once  a g a i n  e x p a n d i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  t o  a  h i g h  o f  more  t h a n  $200,000. 

M i l f o r d ' s  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  b o o t  and shoe m a k i n g  
and a c c e s s o r i e s  d e s p i t e  a  d e c l i n e  i n  s a l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s  and 
1880s  f r o m  t h e  1865 h i g h  o f  n e a r l y  $3.3 m i l l i o n .  I n  1875,  21 
e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  n e a r l y  $2.7 m i l l  i o n  w o r t h  o f  goods;  b y  
1885  t h e  v a l u e  d e c l  i n e d  b y  more  t h a n  h a l f  t o  $1.08 m i l l  i o n  w i t h  
o n l y  1 7  f i r m s  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  p e r i o d s  o f  d u l l  t r a d e  and 
i n c r e a s i n g  labo r -management  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  1890s,  a  number o f  new 
b o o t  and shoe f i r m s  were  a t t r a c t e d  t o  M i l f o r d  and s e v e r a l  new 
f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d .  A f t e r  1900  however ,  w i t h  changes i n  
f a s h i o n  away f o r m  h i g h  b o o t s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o d u c t  o f  M i l f o r d ' s  
f a c t o r i e s ,  l o c a l  f o o t w e a r  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c l  i n e d ;  b y  1 9 2 2  o n l y  t o w  
f i r m s ,  H u c k i n s  and Temp le  and t h e  M i l f o r d  Shoe Company r e m a i n e d  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  s i x  decades f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, c o n t i n u e d  
m e c h a n i z a t i o n  f u r t h e r  c e n t r a l  i z e d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The 
p e g g i n g  and s t i t c h i n g  m a c h i n e s  e l i m i n a t e d  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  s m a l l  
shops t h a t  d i d  s p e c i a l i z e d  handwork  b y  t h e  1890s .  Improvements  i n  
m a c h i n e r y  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s  and 1880s  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  
1  ow-cap i  t a l  i z e d  f i r m s  w h i c h  had  been s u c c e s s f u l l y  a d a p t e d  t o  
i n i t i a l  m e c h a n i z a t i o n .  The Goodyear  We1 t Mach ine ,  i n t r o d u c e d  
be tween  1871 and 1875,  d i d  t h e  work  o f  b o t h  t h e  p e g g i n g  and 
s t i t c h i n g  m a c h i n e s  i n  an i m p r o v e d  manner and q u i c k l y  r e p l a c e d  
them. Edge t r i m m e r s  came i n  a b o u t  1877  and t h e  l a s t i n g  m a c h i n e  



was i n t r o d u c e d  a b o u t  1883.  As a  r e s u l t  many s m a l l e r  f i r m s  c l o s e d  
o r  were  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  l a r g e r  compan ies .  Among t h e  a c c e s s o r y  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a  s i m i l  a r  t r e n d  o c c u r r e d .  M e c h a n i z a t i o n  e l  i m i n a t e d  
t h e  need f o r  hand t o o l  and t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .  S i n c e  many o f  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  f o o t w e a r  m a c h i n e r y  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  w e r e  
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o u t s i d e  o f  M i l f o r d ,  m o s t  o f  M i l f o r d ' s  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  b o o t  and shoe m a k i n g  a c c e s s o r i e s  w e n t  o u t  o f  
b u s i n e s s e s  were  removed.  F o r  example ,  t h e  U n i t e d  Shoe Mach ine  
Company o f  B e v e r l y ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  p u r c h a s e d  and removed f r o m  t h e  
M i l f o r d  t h e  s e w i n g  n e e d l e  m a n u f a c t o r y  o f  L i l l e y  and Co., w h i c h  had  
o p e r a t e d  i n  M i l f o r d  s i n c e  1886 .  

Changes i n  f a s h i o n  and m a r k e t s  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  As a  
l a r g e  p a r t  o f  M i l f o r d ' s  p r o d u c t i o n s  was i n  h i g h  b o o t s  and b o o t s  
s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  m i n e r s  o f  C o l o r a d o ,  U tah ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and New 
Mex ico ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  and c o l l a p s e  o f  s i l v e r  and o t h e r  m i n i n g  d u r i n g  
t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and 2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  M i l f o r d ' s  m a j o r  
i n d u s t r y .  The p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  b o o t  i n  t u r n  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  demand 
f o r  b o o t  t r e e s  and t r e e i n g  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  as  w e l l  as f o r  b o o t  boxes ,  
b o t h  l a r g e  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  M i l f o r d .  Many f a c t o r i e s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  
compensa te  f o r  t h e  l o s s  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  l a d i e s ' ,  
b o y s ' ,  and a t h l e t i c  shoes .  

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  s e t b a c k s ,  t h e  M i l  f o r d  B u s i n e s s m a n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
f o r m e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1880s and e a r l y  1890s t o  a t t r a c t  new 
b u s i n e s s e s ,  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b r i n g i n g  s e v e r a l  new f i r m s  t o  
M i l  f o r d .  C l a p p ,  H u c k i n s  and  Temple,  a  shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m ,  
r e l o c a t e d  t o  M i l f o r d  f o r m  A s h l a n d  i n  1891 a f t e r  a  new f o u r  s t o r y ,  
256 x  4 0  f o o t  f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  f o r  them b y  t h e  town a t  t h e  c o r n e r  
D e p o t  and C h a r l e s  S t r e e t s .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  s t a n d s ;  a s  l a t e  as 
1 9 5 0  i t  was o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  Derman Shoe Company. The A s s o c i a t i o n  
a l s o  succeeded  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  F r a n k 1  i n  I r o n  F o u n d r y  t o  M i l f o r d  
i n  1893.  F u r n a c e s  and b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  on t h e  w e s t  s h o r e  o f  
Cedar  Swamp Pond and i n  1903 t h e  f i r m  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  as t h e  
M i l f o r d  I r o n  Co. and s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  i r o n  c a s t i n g s .  

O t h e r  new i n d u s t r i e s  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1890s  i n c l u d e d  t e x t i l e s  
and r u b b e r  goods.  I n  1 8 9 6  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  e l a s t i c  f a b r i c  was 
u n d e r t a k e n  b y  W i l l i a m  L a p w o t h  and Son a t  t h e i r  D e p o t  S t .  f a c t o r y ,  
l a t e r  expanded t o  i n c l u d e  w o o l e n s .  A  k n i t t i n g  f a c t o r y  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1898 and i n  1899 t h e  Magid-Hope S i l k  Co. was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  o f  $300,000. T h i s  f i r m  p u r c h a s e d  and  
o c c u p i e d  t h e  C o l b u r n ,  F u l l e r  and Co. f a c i l  i t y  on Pond S t r e e t ,  
t o d a y  used  b y  t h e  M i l f o r d  Shoe Co. I n  1 9 0 2  t h e  U n i o n  Rubber  Co. 
commenced p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r a i n c o a t s  and r u b b e r s .  By t h e  e a r l y  1920s 
two f i r m s ,  A r c h e r  Rubber a n d  A lhambra  Rubber  Co. c a r r i e d  on t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  r u b b e r  goods.  

A n o t h e r  i n d u s t r y  w h i c h  g r e a t l y  expanded d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was 
g r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g .  By t h e  e a r l y  1920s ,  16 q u a r r i e s  were  i n  
o p e r a t i o n ,  m o s t  o f  them opened be tween  1885 and  1915.  B o t h  p i n k  
and g r a y  g r a n i t e  w e r e  q u a r r i e d  and w i d e l y  used f o r  g r a v e s t o n e s ,  
monuments, a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r i m ,  and b u i l d i n g .  Among t h e  more 
w e l l - k n o w n  b u i l d i n g  i n  w h i c h  M i l f o r d  g r a n i t e  was used  a r e  b o t h  t h e  
o l d  and new s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  basement  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Museum i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.  t h e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  



Linco ln  Memorial and t h e  F r e e r  Art C o l l e c t i o n  B u i l d i n g  of  t h e  
Smi t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t e ,  a l s o  i n  Washing ton ,  D . C . ,  t h e  Wilmington,  
N.C.-U.S. Customs House, t h e  Amherst C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y ,  Union 
S t a t i o n  i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  and many o t h e r  n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s .  The 
q u a r r i e s  were a l l  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  i n  t h e  rough h i l l s  a p t l y  named Rocky Woods. Near ly  a l l  l i e  
w i t h i n  one m i l e  o f  a  r a i l  1  i ne  o r  s i d i n g ,  a l o n g  which c u t t i n g  
s h e d s  and l o a d i n g  f a c i l  i t i e s  were  l o c a t e d .  

During t h i s  p e r i o d  a  l a r g e  number o f  I t a l i a n  immig ran t s  came t o  
M i l f o r d  t o  work t he  q u a r r i e s  a s  s k i l l e d  s t o n e c u t t e r s  and i n  t h e  
f a c t o r i e s .  They were v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  union o r g a n i z i n g  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  and a  number of s t r i k e s  were  c a l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  q u a r r y  
o p e r a t o r s ;  s e v e r a l  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  t h e  r ea son  f o r  
t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  many o f  t h e  q u a r r i e s  by t h e  mid-1920s.  I t a l i a n  
union members were a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  About 1910 ,  i n  
t h e  t o w n ' s  one s e r i o u s  s t r i k e  t h r e a t ,  I t a l i a n  l a b o r e r s  walked o u t  
b u t  were  n o t  j o i n e d  by t h e  I r i s h  and Yankee l a b o r e r s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
m u c h  i n t e r - e t h n i c  t e n s i o n  and a  f a i l e d  s t r i k e .  

Mil f o r d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  l a r g e l y  f o l l  owed t h e  t r e n d s  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
economic heal  t h  and p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e .  L ike  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and t he  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c l i n e d  between 1875  and 1895 
b e f o r e  r ebound ing .  By 1905 p r o d u c t i o n  was n e a r l y  t r i p l e  t h a t  of  
1895. D a i r y i n g ,  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n i n g ,  and poul t r y - r a i s i n g  showed 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n c r e a s e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  D e s p i t e  t he  d e c r e a s e  i n  
t h e  number of  cows,  mi lk  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  a s  b e t t e r  b r e e d s  of  c a t t l e  and improved management 
were i n t r o d u c e .  Between 1865  and 1875  milk  p r o d u c t i o n  n e a r l y  
t r i p l e d ;  f rom 1875 t o  1885 i t  n e a r l y  doub led  t o  184 ,000  g a l l o n s  
p e r  y e a r ,  v a l u e d  a t  $28 ,000 .  By 1905  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  made up 34% o f  
t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  v a l u e d  a t  $71 ,000 .  S i m i l a r  growth 
o c c u r r e d  i n  marke t  g a r d e n i n g  a s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  i n c r e a s e d  
form under  10% o f  t h e  t o t a l  i n  1875 t o  20% o f  the  t o t a l  i n  1905 ,  
v a l u e d  a t  $43 ,563 .  Poul t r y - r a i s i n g  i n c r e a s e d  between 1875  and 
1905  n e a r l y  f i v e - f o l d  t o  a  t o t a l  of  a l m o s t  $28,000 o r  13% o f  t o t a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  F r u i t  r a i s i n g  was o n l y  of  minor  
i m p o r t a n c e  i n  M i l f o r d ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  l e s s  the  6% o f  t o t a l  
p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1905 .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Mil f o r d  s u s t a i n e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  d u r i n g  t h e  
L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  Bungalows and Four  Square  p l a n s  a r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o w n  a s  wel l  a s  on 
t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  l a t e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  w i t h i n  t h e  town 
c e n t e r .  Four  s u b s t a n t i a l  Queen Anne houses  were o b s e r v e d  a s  was 
an 1881 t w o - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r - p a s s a g e  T -p l an .  T u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  
g a b l e d  s i n g l e  and mu1 t i - f a m i l y  dwell  i n g s  a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  a l o n g  E a s t  Main S t r e e t .  As 
w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d ,  a  wide r a n g e  o f  p o p u l a r  l a t e  1 9 t h  and 
e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  s t y l e s  a r e  t o  be found i n  t h e  ne ighbo rhoods  
a b o u t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and n o r t h e a s t .  
S h i n g l e d ,  G o t h i c ,  and Queen Anne v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p lan  a r e  t h e  most f r e q u e n t  house t y p e ,  w h i l e  
f u l l - b l o w n  Queen Anne houses  w i t h  t u r r e t s  and f i s h - s c a l e  s h i n g l e s  



a l s o  o c c u r .  The s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n  a d o p t e d  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
m o t i f s :  t h e s e  and c l a s s i c a l l y  d e t a i l e d  F o u r  S q u a r e  houses  a r e  
p r i n c i p a l l y  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  town c e n t e r .  
S i  de -passage ,  F o u r  S q u a r e ,  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g a b l  e d  d u p l e x e s  a r e  
a l s o  p o p u l a r .  N o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  p r o p e r  i s  a  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  
a p a r t m e n t  comp lex  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  rows o f  t w o - s t o r y  a t t a c h e d  b r i c k  
u n i t s  w i t h  ha1 f - t i m b e r e d  g a b l  es and p o r c h  p e d i m e n t s  and segmented 
a r c h e d  windows.  A f e w  t h r e e - d e c k e r s  a r e  t o  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
as  w e l l .  A row o f  d e t a c h e d  d u p l e x e s  o n  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  n o r t h  o f  
M a i n  S t r e e t  a p p e a r  t o  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o s p e c t  H e i g h t s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
l a i d  o u t  b y  W i l l i a m  H. M a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  D r a p e r  Company b e t w e e n  
1903-1  91 3  a s  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  Hopeda l  e  Company. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1871,  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  e r e c t e d  a  
f r a m e  G o t h i c  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  s i d e  t o w e r .  The s t e e p l e  was 
added i n  1 8 8 0  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  now has a  s h e d - r o o f e d  v e s t i b u l e  
( o r i g i n a l ? )  a n d  i s  c l a d  i n  v i n y l  s i d i n g .  The U n i v e r s a l i s t  c h u r c h  
was b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 8  o f  g r a n i t e  i n  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  s t y l e ;  t h e  
g a b l e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  s i d e  e n t r a n c e  t o w e r  and s p i r e  was d e s i g n e d  
by  R o b e r t  A l l e n  Cook. The S w e d i s h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1912 and  i s  a  1  and 1 / 2 - s t o r y  s h i n g l e d ,  g a b l e  end 
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  s i d e  t o w e r .  The B e t h  Shalom synagogue,  a  
b r i c k ,  s t e p p e d  g a b l e d  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  was 
b u i l t  i n  1913.  

The g r a n i t e  S i s t e r s  o f  N o t r e  Dame Schoo l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1890.  I n  
1895,  two  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  were  c o m p l e t e d ;  t h e  C e n t r a l  
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  g r a n i t e  b l o c k  w i t h  
c e n t r a l  g a b l e d  p a v i l l i o n ,  and t h e  S p r u c e  S t r e e t  S c h o o l ,  a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  h i p p e d  r o o f ,  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  
s t r u c t u r e  w i  t h  g r a n i t e  t r i m .  

S e v e r a l  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l  d i n g s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  L a r e  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  I n  1884,  F r e d  Swasey, m a j o r  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  
D r a p e r  Co. o f  Hopeda l  e, d e s i g n e d  t h e  R i  c h a r d s o n i a n  M e m o r i a l  H a l  1  
f o r  M i l f o r d  o u t  o f  l o c a l  g r a n i t e .  The pump ing  s t a t i o n  n e a r  t h e  
c o r n e r  i f  D i l l a  S t r e e t  and Rou te  8 5  i s  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e  and p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s .  
A d j a c e n t  t o  i t  a r e  two s m a l l ,  r o u n d  v e r t i c a l  b o a r d  b u i l d i n g s  on 
b r i c k  f o u n d a t i o n s  w i t h  c o n i c a l  s l a t e  r o o f s .  The f i r e  s t a t i o n  was 
b u i l t  i n  1895 and  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  
w i t h  a  P a l l a d i a n  w indow and a  h i p p e d  r o o f  w i t h  f l a r e d  eaves.  The 
1911  g r a n i t e  P o s t  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  s t a n d a r d  f u n c t i o n a l  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  b y  James Knox T a y l o r ,  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  
f e d e r a l  gove rnmen t  and r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  many s i m i l a r l y  d e s i g n e d  
p o s t  o f f i c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The Armory  was b u i l t  i n  1 9 1 2  and  
i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  r u s t i c a t e d  g r a n i t e  " c a s t l e "  w i t h  a  c r e n e l l a t e d  r o o f  
l i n e  and s y m m e t r i c a l  f a c a d e  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f l a n k e d  b y  
c y l  i n d r i c a l  t o w e r s .  The S a l v a t i o n  Army C i t a d e l  , a  t w o - s t o r y ,  
a s y m m e t r i c a l ,  c r e n e l l  a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c i r c u l a r  c o r n e r  bay  and 
p o i n t e d  a r c h  e n t r a n c e ,  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1906.  
Commerc ia l  : Commerc ia l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  town c e n t e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  and i s  r e f l e c t e d  t o d a y  i n  t h e  
two-and  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t .  Ca. 1875,  a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  b r a c k e t t e d  I t a l i a n a t e  b l o c k  was e r e c t e d  w h i c h  
now has a  modern t h i r d  s t o r y  a d d i t i o n .  The M u s i c  H a l l ,  b u i l t  i n  



1881,  i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y ,  s e v e n - b a y  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
t a l l  , p o i n t e d  a r c h  b a y s ,  c o r b e l 1  e d  c o r n i c e ,  and b a n k s  o f  b l a c k  
b r i c k .  The f o r m e r  H o t e l  W i l l a n  i s  a  3 and  1 / 2  - s t o r y  mansard  
r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p a t t e r n e d  b r i c k - w o r k  d i s p l a y i n g  r o u n d e d  
segmented,  and f l a t  a r c h e d  window o p e n i n g s  and p e d i m e n t e d  d o r m e r s  
i n  t h e  s l a t e  r o o f .  The G i l l o n  B l o c k  ( 1 8 8 8 ) ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  
m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b l o c k  o f  
p a n n e l l e d  and p a t t e r n e d  b r i c k  work  w i t h  a  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e  and an 
o n i o n  dome c e n t e r e d  above t h e  c e n t r a l  g r a n i t e  a r c h e d  e n t r y .  The 
b u i l d i n g  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  R i n a l d o  V .  Ca rey ,  l o c a l  b u i l d e r ,  and i s  
a p p a r e n t l y  h i s  o n l y  known w o r k .  Two m e e t i n g  rooms on one o f  t h e  
u p p e r  f l o o r s  r e t a i n  e l a b o r a t e  s t e n c i l l i n g  ( p o s s i b l y  e x e c u t e d  b y  
l o c a l  c r a f t s m e n ) .  A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  M a i n  S t r e e t  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  
f o u r - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  Thom B l o c k  o f  1891,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  t h e  p i e r s  
composed o f  v a r i o u s  c o l o r s  o f  p o l i s h e d  g r a n i t e  b l o c k s  w h i c h  
d i v i d e  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  b a y s .  The C l a f l i n  B l o c k  ( 1 9 0 9 )  and  t h e  
T h a y e r  B l o c k  ( 1  91 2 )  w e r e  i d e n t i c a l  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  Col o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g s  d i s p l a y i n g  j a c k  a r c h e d  o p e n i n g s  w i t h  k e y s t o n e s  
and r u s t i c a t e d  p i e r s .  The T h a y e r  B l o c k  has  been a l t e r e d  b y  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  a  B e l m o n t  g r e e n  m a r b l e  s t o r e f r o n t .  A  o n e - s t o r y  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  p e r i o d  s t o r e f r o n t  ( 1 9 0 6 )  s t a n d s  o n  E a s t  M a i n .  
Two o n e - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
s e c t i o n  d a t e  f r o m  c a .  1920 .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  segmented a r c h e d  
windows i s  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  town c e n t e r .  

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

A f a i r l y  l a r g e  number o f  M i l f o r d ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  f r o m  t h i s  
p e r i o d  r e m a i n  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  s u r v i v a l .  A l o n g  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t ,  N o r t h  Bow S t r e e t ,  and D e p o t  S t r e e t  a  number o f  o l d  shoe 
f a c t o r i e s  and shops r e m a i n ,  some o f  them v a c a n t ,  o t h e r s  a d a p t e d  t o  
new uses .  These need t o  be  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  and i f  p o s s i b l e  
r e c o r d e d  a n d / o r  p r e s e r v e d .  

Much e v i d e n c e  s u r v i v e s  f r o m  t h e  q u a r r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  q u a r r i e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  s e v e r a l  i n t a c t  a r c h a e o l  o g i c a l  
c o m p l e x e s  o f  c u t t i n g  sheds and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n .  
P a r t i  c u l  a r l y  we1 1  p r e s e r v e d  a r e  t h e  Ross G r a n i t e  Company comp lex  
a l o n g  Haven S t r e e t  and t h e  f o r m e r  M i l f o r d  P i n k  G r a n i t e  Co./Dodds 
B r o t h e r s .  c o m p l e x  a l o n g  E a s t  M a i n  S t r e e t .  A l l  t h e  q u a r r y  s i t e s  
s h o u l d  be  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  and e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  some o f  t h e  s i t e s  a r e  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  
d e v e l  opment.  

X .  EARLY MODERN P E R I O D  ( 1  91 5 -1  940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The s t r e e t  r a i l w a y s  a r e  abandoned i n  t h e  1920s ,  and M i l  f o r d  
becomes t h e  f o c u s  o f  an i m p r o v e d  r e g i o n a l  r o a d  n e t w o r k .  P r i n c i p a l  
h i g h w a y s  i n c l u d e  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  G r a f t o n / W o r c e s t e r  (Wes t  S t r e e t ,  
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  Cape Road-Route  1 4 0 ) ,  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  U x b r i d g e  t o  



B o s t o n  (West Ma in ,  Eas t  M a i n - R o u t e  1 2 6 .  l a t e r  R o u t e  1 6 ) ,  t h e  r o a d  
f r o m  H o p k i n t o n  ( C e d a r  S t r e e t - R o u t e  8 5 )  a n d  t h e  r o a d  t o  West Medway 
and  M i l l i s  (Medway S t r e e t - R o u t e  1 0 9 ) .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  L o c a t i o n :  

C o n t i n u e d  p e r i p h e r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  a n d  i n f i l l  i n g  t a k e s  
p l a c e .  In  t h e  c en t e r  some c h u r c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  w i t h  
S w e d i s h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( 1  9 1 2 ) ,  B e t h  S h a l o m  S y n a g o g u e  
( 1 9 1 3 1 ,  a n d  l a r g e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  C h u r c h  ( 1 9 2 7 ,  w i t h  I t a l i a n  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d  l o c a t e d  e a s t  o f  C h a r l e s  R i v e r ) .  G o v e r n m e n t a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  a r m o r y  ( 1 9 1  2 )  and  p o s t  o f f i c e  ( 1 9 1 4 - g r a n i t e ) .  
I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a ,  a n  e a r l y  l i n e a r  a u t o m o b i l e  
s u b u r b  d e v e l o p s  on  P u r c h a s e  S t r e e t  n o r t h  o f  D i l l a  S t r e e t  . 
S p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  n o r t h  o f  E a s t  Main i n  
t h e  f o r m e r  T r o t t i n g  P a r k  a r e a ,  a n d  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o u s i n g  i s  
d e v e l o p e d  on t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  ( C a r r o l l  S t r e e t ,  E a s t  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  
a r e a s )  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  western b a s e  o f  B e a r  H i l l  ( E a s t  
S t r e e t - H a y w o o d  S t r e e t ) .  

C .  Popul  a  t i o n  : 

Growth  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was s l o w ,  f r o m  1 3 , 6 8 4  i n  
1 9 1  5  t o  1 5 , 3 8 8  i n  1 9 4 0 .  The  I t a l  i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w ,  
a n d  by t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h i s  e t h n i c  g r o u p  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  51% 
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Yankee a n d  I r i s h  
g r o u p s  e a c h  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  20% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  F r e n c h  
C a n a d i a n s ,  P o l e s ,  P o r t u g u e s ,  Americans a n d  J e w s  made up 1 0 % .  
S e c o n d  C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h ,  I t a l  i a n ,  b u i l  t c h a p e l  ( 1  9 2 7 1 ,  a n d  g r e a t l y  
e x p a n d e d  w i t h  g r o w t h  ( 1  9 4 7 ) .  

D.  Economic  B a s e :  

Mil f o r d ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  b e f o r e  s u f f e r i n g  
a  s e t b a c k  d u t i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  In  1 9 2 2  t h e  newly  f o r m e d  Chamber 
o f  Commerce b o a s t e d  4 7  p r o s p e r o u s  i n d u s t r i e s  w i t h  an o u t p u t  o f  
n e a r l y  $11 m i l l i o n ,  t w e l f t h  i n  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y .  I t  was s e r v i c e d  
by  2 s t e a m  r a i l r o a d s ,  3  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y s  and  f o u r  b a n k s .  
In  1 9 1 5 ,  1 4 0  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  t r a d e r s .  t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y  a f t e r  W o r c e s t e r  a n d  F i t c h b u r g ,  were l o c a t e d  i n  M i l f o r d .  By 
1 9 2 2 ,  286 r e t a i l  s t o r e s  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  m a k i n g  Mil f o r d  a  m a j o r  
s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  a b o u t  3 5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  1 2  s u r r o u n d i n g  
t o w n s  . 
The c o m i n g  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  c l o s e d  a number  o f  M i l f o r d ' s  
b u s i n e s s e s .  The M i l f o r d  I r o n  F o u n d r y ,  w h i c h  e m p l o y e d  3 0 0  a n d  was  
r a t e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i r o n  f o u n d r i e s  i n  New E n g l a n d  i n  1 9 2 8  
f o l d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s  a s  b u s i n e s s  was d r a s t i c a l l y  
r e d u c e d .  The s h o e  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  a s  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r i e s  
c l o s e d .  However ,  t h e  s h o e  i n d u s t r y  r e c o v e r e d  a s  a t  l e a s t  4  f i r m s  
h a d  r e s u m e d  o p e r a t i o n  by  1 9 4 0 .  

Most  q u a r r i e s  c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n  o r  c o n t i n u e d  o n l y  s p o r a d i c a l l y  
a f t e r  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  Around 1 9 2 0  a  m a c h i n e  f o r  c u t t i n g  g r a n i t e  was  
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  was u t i l i z e d  by  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  q u a r r i e s .  A 
m a n u f a c t o r y  f o r  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  was  a l s o  e s t a b l  i s h e d .  



O t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  were  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  bone c u t t e r s  b y  F.W. Mann Co., s t r a w ,  f e l t ,  and 
woo l  h a t s  by  M i l f o r d  Wool H a t  Co. and t h e  K a r t i g a n e r  Co. o n  N o r t h  
Bow S t r e e t ,  now o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  M i l  f o r d  Shoe Co., t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  
o f  w a t e r p r o o f  c l o t h  and c o a t s  b y  A r c h e d  Rubber  Co., t o o l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  and t h e  b u i l  d i n g  o f  t r u c k  b o d i e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : M i l  f o r d  a p p e a r s  t o  have  s u s t a i n e d  s t e a d y  d e v e l o p m e n t  
d u r i n g  t h e  1920s and 1930s .  More  r e c e n t l y  ( 1 9 6 0 s + ) ,  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  
o f  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s e c t i o n  o f  town had  been a l t e r e d  b y  h o u s i n g  
d e v e l o p m e n t s .  Bunga lows  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  t e e n s  and t w e n t i e s  a r e  
f o u n d  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edges o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
c e n t e r  a  s w e l l  as s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  P u r c h a s e  S t r e e t .  1930s a n d  
1940s  o n e - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  " b o x e y "  h o u s i n g  c l u s t e r s  a r e  a l s o  
f o u n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  a l o n g  P u r c h a s e  S t r e e t  and a l o n g  R o u t e  
1 4 0  above  S o u t h  M i l f o r d .  

However, 1 i tt l  e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  seems t o  have  o c c u r r e d  i n  
o t h e r  a r e a s .  The t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  B y z a n t i n e - i n f l  uenced  S a c r e d  
H e a r t  C h u r c h  ( I t a l i a n  C a t h o l i c )  was e r e c t e d  i n  1947.  The S t a c e y  
S c h o o l ,  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  b l o c k ,  was e r e c t e d  i n  1916.  




