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DATE: OCTOBER 1982 COMMUNITY: MIDDLEFIELD - 

M i d d l e f i e l d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Green 
Mountains of Vermont. Local  t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  of  moderate up lands  
t h a t  a r e  some of t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  Va l l ey  s t u d y  
u n i t .  E l e v a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  r a n g e  between 1100 f e e t  and 1700 f e e t .  
S e v e r a l  p o i n t s  r e a c h  over  1900 f e e t .  The h i g h e s t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  
Robbins H i l l  (2000 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  M i d d l e f i e l d  i n  t h e  
Peru  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  A d d i t i o n a l  prominent  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  P e l t o n  
H i l l  (1980 f e e t )  s o u t h e a s t  of Robbins H i l l ,  Bear Mountain (1609 
f e e t )  w e s t  of t h e  Middle Branch of  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r ,  Johnnycake 
I i i l l  (1672 f e e t )  i n  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  M i d d l e f i e l d  and West H i l l  (1721 
f e e t )  w e s t  of and over look ing  F a c t o r y  Brook. These uplands  a r e  
broken by C o l e s  Brook, F a c t o r y  Brook, Glenda le  Brook and s e v e r a l  
s m a l l e r  waterways.  They f l o w  i n  a  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and d r a i n  
i n t o  t h e  W e s  t f i e l d  River  which d e l i n e a t e s  M i d d l e f i e l d  s o u t h e r n  
border .  The Middle Branch of t h e  Westf i e l d  d e f i n e s  t h e  town 's  
sou thwes te rn  boundary. Smal l  t r a c t s  of marshland a r e  s c a t t e r e d  
a b o u t  t h e  town. M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  on ly  body of f r e s h w a t e r  i s  a  s m a l l  
pond t h a t  empt ies  i n t o  Coles  Brook. 

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES - 

I n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1783 from s e v e r a l  a d j a c e n t  towns w i t h  o r i g i n a l  sec -  
t i o n  a long  Fac to ry  Brook a s  P r e s t o n ' s  G r a n t  of c .  1770. N o r t h e a s t  
d i s t r i c t  annexed from Worthington (17 68) w i t h  boundary a long  Middle 
Branch of Westf i e l d  R i v e r .  s o u t h e a s t  ' s e c t i o n  annexed from Ches te r  
(1765) w i t h  boundary a long  Hampden County l i n e .  Southwest  s e c t i o n  
annexed from Becket  (1765) w i t h  boundary a long  West Branch of 
W e s t f i e l d  River .  Western d i s t r i c t  annexed from Washington (1771) 
w i t h  boundary a t  B e r k s h i r e  County l i n e .  Northwest  s e c t i o n  annexed 
from Peru  (1771) w i t h  segment of o r i g i n a l  township l i n e  (1762) 
i n t a c t  a t  Pe ru  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town i s o l a t e d  on secondary  c o r r i d o r  between 
P i t t s f i e l d  and W e s t f i e l d .  Located i n  B e r k s h i r e  up lands  wi th  n a t i v e  
s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  s u s p e c t e d  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River  branches .  S e t t l e d  
b e f o r e  Revo lu t ion  from a d j a c e n t  towns w i t h  h igh land  farming a long  
Main Road a x i s  around M i d d l e f i e l d  Cen te r  i n c l u d i n g  some w e l l  p rese rved  
e a r l y  F e d e r a l  houses  and a p p a r e n t  frame of o r i g i n a l  meetinghouse.  
A g r i c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  through 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
development of s p e c i a l i z e d  c a t t l e  b r e e d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  Highland f a i r  
grounds a t  town c e n t e r  w i t h  V i c t o r i a n  houses.  Secondary m i l l  v i l l a g e  
formed a l o n g  F a c t o r y  Brook i n  Brush Hollow w i t h  some remaining 
workers  c o t t a g e s  a f t e r  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f l o o d s .  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
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r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  opened a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River  gorge  a s  Boston and 
Albany m a i n l i n e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o r i g i n a l  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e s  i n t a c t  and 
Greek Rev iva l  d e p o t  v i l l a g e  a t  Bancrof t .  Gradual  development of 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l  d u r i n g  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  w i t h  p e r i o d  
bungalows and l o g  c a b i n s  a l o n g  W e s t  H i l l  Road. P r e s e n t  growth i s  
e v i d e n t  a s  suburban housing on a t t r a c t i v e  v i s t a s ,  whi le  M i d d l e f i e l d  
C e n t e r  r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  a s  h i l l  town. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

I n t e r m e d i a t e  h igh land  c o r r i d o r  from W e s t f i e l d  River  th rough  B e r k s h i r e s .  
Primary n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  r e p o r t e d  a s  Main Road a l o n g  upland p l a t e a u  
w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  t r a i l  t o  Middle Branch of W e s t f i e l d  a l o n g  Glendale  
Brook a s  Wright  Road (Smith ,  1924, T r a i l s  map) . Other  suspec ted  
r o u t e s  appear  t o  have fo l lowed  F a c t o r y  Brook nor th - sou th  t o  Westf i e l d  
River  and upper  Glenda le  Brook through Peru  S t a t e  F o r e s t  ( I b i d .  ) 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  p e r i o d  s i tes .  The a r e a ' s  rugged t e r r a i n  and 
absence  of l a r g e  b o d i e s  of f r e s h w a t e r  would have d i scouraged  ex ten-  
s i v e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t . P e r i o d  s i tes  would most  l i k e l y  have been 
l i m i t e d  t o  s h o r t - t e r m  f i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  encampments. F i s h i n g  s i tes  
may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  t h e  Middle and W e s t  Branches o f  t h e  
W e s t f i e l d  River ,  F a c t o r y  Brook, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  middle  p o r t i o n ,  
and Glenda le  F a l l s .  Hunting camps w e r e  most  a p t  t o  be l o c a t e d  on 
upland s i tes  such  a s  W e s t  H i l l .  A d d i t i o n a l  s i t es  may have been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  Middlef i e l d ,  t h e  s i t e  of 
a  number of undated  n a t i v e  a r t i f a c t s .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

I t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  was under taken  i n  Middle- 
f i e l d .  Na t ive  hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  p robab ly  took p l a c e  th roughou t  
t h i s  a r e a  a s  d e s c r i b e d  above. 

D. Obse rva t ions :  -- 

The e x i s t i n g  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  M i d d l e f i e l d  was u t i l i z e d  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  
a r e a  by t h e  Woronocos c e n t e r e d  i n  p r e s e n t  W e s t f i e l d .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  
t h e  Woronocos t r a p p e d  f o r  beaver  th roughou t  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River  
d r a i n a g e .  R e g i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  p robab ly  w e r e  a  sub-group of t h e  Pocum- 
t u c k s  who i n h a b i t e d  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  Va l l ey  roughly  
between t h e  New Hampshire/Massachuset ts  and Massachusetts/Connecticut 
b o r d e r s .  The B e r k s h i r e s  p rov ided  a  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r  between t h e  
Pocumtucks and t h e  Mohicans s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  Hudson River  V a l l e y .  
Those a r e a s  of  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  a r e  t h e  
Middle and West Branches ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  South Hollow) of t h e  W e s t f i e l d  
R i v e r ,  t h e  middle  p o r t i o n  of F a c t o r y  Brook and Glendale  F a l l s .  
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PLANTATION P E R I O D  (1620-1675) -- 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Nat ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  from W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y  
w i t h  pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a l o n g  Main Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Smal l  n a t i v e  hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  bands p robab ly  con t inued  t o  occupy 
M i d d l e f i e l d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

The a r e a  l a c k e d  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 7 0 ' s .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  probably  w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  sugges ted  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base: 

The a r e a  mos t ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  a  f o c a l  p o i n t  of n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and 
f i s h i n g .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of W i l l i a m  and John Pynchon's  e x t e n s i v e  
f u r  t r a d e  network c e n t e r e d  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  p robab ly  encouraged 
i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  t r a p p i n g  of f u r - b e a r i n g  an imals  i n  M i d d l e f i e l d  
waterways and marshlands .  

I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h e r e  was much i f  any c o l o n i a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  
l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  base .  The e x i s t i n g  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t s  h i d  a  d i v e r s i -  
f i e d  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  w i t h i n  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l ey  and lower 
r e a c h e s  of t h e  W e s t f i e l d  River .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

M i d d l e f i e l d  was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  westernmost  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  s t u d y  
u n i t .  C o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  upland a r e a s  such a s  t h i s  d i d  n o t  
deve lop  u n t i l  t h e  mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  when t h e  d e c r e a s e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
of l a n d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  and t h e  e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e a s t e r n -  
most p o r t i o n s  of Massachuse t t s  f o r c e d  se t t lers  t o  look t o  t h e  
wes te rn  up lands  of Massachuse t t s  f o r  p r o p e r t y .  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
M i d d l e f i e l d  most  l i k e l y  g a i n e d  i n c r e a s e d  impor tance  t o  t h e  s t u d y  
unit 's  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  because  of  t h e i r  d i s -  
placement  from t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  

COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1675-1775) 

A. T ~ a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S e t t l e m e n t  of Worthington,  M u r r y f i e l d  ( C h e s t e r )  and Becket  e s t a b l i s h e d  
r e g i o n a l  highway system th rough  a r e a  ( c .  1765) . Primary  nor th - sou th  
a x i s  improved a s  Main Road from C h e s t e r  w i t h  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a s  
Town Hi l l -Reservoi r -West  Roads around W e s t  H i l l .  Secondary d i v i s i o n  
highways i n c l u d e d  A r t h u r  P e a s e ,  Chipman and Cone Roads from 
Worthington and Alderman, Pease  and W e s t  H i l l  Road from Becket.  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Small  bands of n a t i v e s  p robab ly  con t inued  t o  occupy M i d d l e f i e l d  on 
a  s h o r t - t e r m  b a s i s  th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  was l a t e  and d i s p e r s e d .  

The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  c.1770 w i t h  t h e  appearance  
of t h r e e  f a m i l i e s .  The c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  had on ly  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
e i g h t  f a m i l i e s  by t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d .  Area set t lers  emigra ted  
from a  v a r i e t y  of C o n n e c t i c u t  towns i n c l u d i n g  E n f i e l d ,  Volunton,  and 
Hebron i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  P i t t s f i e l d ,  Massachuse t t s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  c r e a t i o n  
of Townships 2 ,  4 and 9 and P r e s c o t t ' s  Gran t  i n  1762 and 1771. 
Middlef i e l d  was i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  However, t h e  f i r s t  
s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  c.1770. P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was 
l i m i t e d  and d i s p e r s e d .  Between c .  1770 and 1775 homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
p r i m a r i l y  on o r  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p rox imi ty  of t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of  
Main Road. The remaining homes w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  Cotes  
Brook s l i g h t l y  e a s t  of  t h e  Midd le f i e ld /Becke t  l i n e ,  n e a r  Fac to ry  
Brook approx imate ly  one-half  m i l e  n o r t h  of  i t s  j u n c t i o n  wi th  Town 
H i l l  Road and Glenda le  F a l l s  on C l a r k  Wright  Road. The s e t t l e m e n t  
l acked  a  meetinghouse u n t i l  1791. 

D .  Economic Base: -- 

The l o c a l  economy focused  on l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  and lumbering.  Crop 
p r o d u c t i o n  was l i m i t e d  because  of t h e  a r e a ' s  absence  o f  good crop- 
l and .  Local  t imber  and t imber  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  probably  s o l d  t o  r i v e r  
towns such  a s  H a t f i e l d ,  Northampton, S p r i n g f i e l d  and W e s t f i e l d .  The 
on ly  documented p e r i o d  m i l l  o p e r a t i o n  was t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  f i r s t  
g r i s t  and sawmil l  complex e s t a b l i s h e d  by John Rhoads i n  c.1773 on 
Wright  Brook n e a r  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Middle Branch of t h e  
W e s t f i e l d  River .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

M i d d l e f i e l d  had one of t h e  l a t e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  d a t e s  and was one of 
t h e  l e a s t  popu la ted  of t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  towns d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
The community p robab ly  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  
u n i t 5  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  towns and W e s t f i e l d .  However, M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  u n i t k  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  s u g g e s t s  a r e a  s e t t l e r s  had 
commercial c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  B e r k s h i r e  H i l l s  s e t t l e m e n t s  and t h e  
e a s t e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n  of N e w  York. There i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  l i k e l i h o o d  
of  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of  t h e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t s  s u r v i v i n g  
th roughou t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of M i d d l e f i e l d .  Assessment of  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
and the  _ e x t e n t  of t h e  Rho,ads m i l l  s i t e  s h o u l d  be made s i n c e  t h i s  
complex was an i m p o r t a n t  f a c e t  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  economy. 
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V I I  . FEDERAL PERIOD 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Cont inuing improvement of r e g i o n a l  highways a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River  
gorge  w i t h  Pontoosuc Turnpike from C h e s t e r  ( c .  1800) and River  Road 
a l o n g  Middle Branch of Westf i e l d  from Worthington. Primary nor th -  
s o u t h  a x i s  remained a s  Main Road w i t h  f o c u s  of l o c a l  highway system 
a t  Middlef i e l d  Cen te r  a f t e r  l o c a t i o n  of meetinghouse (1791) . E a s t -  
w e s t  c o n n e c t o r s  from town c e n t e r  i n c l u d e d  Town H i l l  and B e l l  Roads 
t o  F a c t o r y  Brook and Glenda le  Brook. 

M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  1790-1830 r o s e  18 .4%,  a b o u t  ave rage  f o r  
many of t h e  h i l l  towns, though w e l l  below t h e  60.7% county  average .  
H e r  g r e a t e s t  growth o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  decade  1790-1800, peaking i n  
t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r  a t  877. Beginning i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  town began a  
g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  t h a t  l a s t e d  130 y e a r s .  I n  1830 h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  s tood  
a t  720. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Loca t ion  of meet inghouse  (1791) e s t a b l i s h e d  c i v i c  f o c u s  a t  Middle- 
f i e l d  Cen te r  w i t h  l o c a l  m i l l  s i t es  a long  F a c t o r y  Brook a t  Brush 
Hollow (1790) .  Upland farming ex tended  t o  l i m i t s  of h ighland 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a long  a x i s  of  Main Road w i t h  lumbering and sheep  g r a z i n g  
i n  h i l l  l a n d s  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River  v a l l e y .  

D. Economic Base: 

P e r i o d  saw t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  wool growing and prosperous  
woolen manufac tu re  , w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  development of F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  
on F a c t o r y  Brook. 

A s m a l l  l imes tone  q u a r r y  and k i l n  w e r e  opened and begun, probably  
i n  t h e  1790s.  The d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  soaps tone  d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
p a r t  of town ( S m i t h ' s  Hollow) l e d  t o  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1810 of 
t h e  Middlef i e l d  F r e e s t o n e  Co., c a p i t a l i z e d  a t  $160,000 ( v i r t u a l l y  
t h e  on ly  i n s t a n c e  of o u t s i d e  Boston inves tment  i n  t h e  town i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ) .  A major  impetus f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  however, 
a p p e a r s  t o  have come from Thomas, C h a r l e s ,  and John Shephard of 
Northampton, who t h e  same y e a r  had i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  Northampton 
Cot ton  and Woolen Mfg. Co. (cap .  $100,000) , t h e  l a r g e s t  woolen m i l l  
i n  t h e  v a l l e y  f o r  most  of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Soaps tone  r o l l e r s  
w e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  used i n  woolen and c o t t o n  m i l l s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  By 
1813 t h e  f r e e s t o n e  company was do ing  $12,000 worth of b u s i n e s s  
a n n u a l l y .  But t h e  c o s t s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e v e n t u a l l y  o v e r r a n  t h e  
v a l u e  of t h e  s t o n e ,  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  ceased  a b o u t  1815. 

The town ' s  major  manufac tu r ing  i n t e r e s t  was i n  wool and wool c l o t h .  
The r a i s i n g  of sheep ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Merino breed imported from 
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Spain i n  l a r g e  numbers d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  became an  i m p o r t a n t  
s o u r c e  of f i n e  wood d u r i n g  t h e  Embargo y e a r s .  F u l l i n g  and c l o t h i n g  
m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Blush Hollow w e r e  g i v e n  an added s t i m u l u s  by 
t h e  War of 1812, c r e a t i n g  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  demand f o r  woolen c l o t h i n g  
and b l a n k e t s  f o r  t h e  Army and Navy. Smith r e p o r t s  (p .  106) t h a t  
Ur iah  Church ' s  e n t i r e  o u t p u t  was t aken  by t h e  government.  I n  1814 
Church moved t o  Blush Hollow and b u i l t  a  two-s tory  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
h i s  c a r d i n g  machine. About t h e  same t i m e  Wil l iam Blush b u i l t  a  t h r e e -  
s t o r y  m i l l  i n  Blush Hollow, e s t i m a t e d  by Smith t o  have been "probably  
one of t h e  l a r g e s t  m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Western Massachuse t t s "  (Smith ,  
p. 106) . Highly  unusua l  i f  t r u e ,  i t  was a l s o  r e p u t e d  t o  have been 
c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  ( S t o n e ,  721) . 
I n  t h e  1820s b o t h  Blush and Church expanded t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
p o s s i b l y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of Saxony sheep ,  
which t h e  Shephards i n  Northampton had begun t o  impor t .  (Were 
t h e  Shephards d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  M i d d l e f i e l d  f l o c k ? )  
The b reed  a p p e a r s  t o  have been remarkably p o p u l a r ,  and i n  t h e  
' 3 0 s  a  c r a z e  developed f o r  t h e  breed.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen F e d e r a l  houses  s u r v i v e  i n  
M i d d l e f i e l d ;  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  t o t a l  
s t a n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  town. Almost a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  c e n t e r  
chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s ,  bo th  houses  and c o t t a g e s .  Most of t h e  
c o t t a g e s  e x h i b i t  end g a b l e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  t y p i c a l  of Cape Cod 
c o t t a g e s ;  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  a  common r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  Hampshire 
County h i g h l a n d s ,  much of which w e r e  s e t t l e d  by n a t i v e s  of South- 
e a s t e r n  Massachuse t t s .  Most of t h e  houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  and on Main, Town H i l l  and B e l l  Roads. Of n o t e  was t h e  u s e  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of c o r n e r b o a r d s  w i t h  p a r a l l e l  reeded bands. Notable 
i n d i v i d u a l  houses  i n c l u d e  t h e  E l y  House ( 1 7 7 9 ) ,  a  f i v e  bay c e n t e r  
chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  " C o l o n i a l i z e d "  w i t h  a  f r o n t  overhang i n  
1964; i t  i s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  house known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  town and 
was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  a  c o t t a g e  (second s t o r y  added,  1 9 1 0 ) .  Other  
e a r l y  houses  a r e  t h e  Root House (1797) , unusua l  f o r  i t s  pyramidal  
h i p  roof  w i t h  c e n t e r  chimney, and t h e  Arnasa Graves c o t t a g e  (c .1782) .  

~ n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was n o t  b u i l t  u n t i l  1791, 
d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  town had been s e t t l e d  c. 1774. P r i o r  t o  
1791, t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  had m e t  i n  t h e  David Mack House o r  barn .  
The meetinghouse had d imensions  of 52 '  x  4 4 ' ;  i n  1819, a  s p i r e  and 
b e l f r y  tower w e r e  added t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
Congrega t iona l  Church,  B a p t i s t  and Method i s t  churches  w e r e  founded 
i n  1817 and 1810. A B a p t i s t  meetinghouse was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1818, 
t h e  Method i s t  c h a p e l  i n  1827. 

Commercial: M i d d l e f i e l d  i s  un ique  i n  t h a t  it r e t a i n s  a l l  t h r e e  of 
i t s  o r i g i n a l  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  t a v e r n s  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  l e a s t  two s t o r e s  
of t h e  p e r i o d .  The t a v e r n s  a r e  t h e  Enos Blossom Tavern ( c .  1780) , 
t h e  David Mack Tavern (1781) and t h e  Blush Tavern (1783) . The 
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Blossom Tavern d i f f e r s  from t h e  o t h e r  two i n  t h a t  i t  i s  an e l l - p l a n  
c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  doub le  f i v e  bay f a c a d e s  and a  h a l f  
h i p  r o o f ,  t h e  ha l lmark  of 18 th -cen tu ry  t a v e r n s .  The o t h e r  two a r e  
more domest ic  i n  appearance ,  w i t h  c e n t e r  chimeny p l a n s  and f i v e  bay,  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s .  The two s t o r e s  a r e  t h e  Mack S t o r e  ( c .  1804) 
and t h e  Blush S t o r e  ( c .  1815) . Both a r e  two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  
g a b l e  f r o n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and b o t h  e x h i b i t  t h r e e  bay f a c a d e s  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s .  C e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s  i n  a  t h r e e  bay f a c a d e  t y p i c a l l y  
denoted  commercial u s e .  The Blush S t o r e  a l s o  f e a t u r e s  p i l a s t e r s  
w i t h  p a r a l l e l  r eeded  bands,  a  d e t a i l  found i n  t h e  town 's  r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a long  W e s t f i e l d  River  
gorge  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Western (Boston and Albany) R a i l r o a d  
(1842) .  Monumental s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e s  s u r v i v e  i n t a c t  a t  M i d d l e f i e l d  
S t a t i o n  o v e r  F a c t o r y  Brook and a t  C h e s t e r  l i n e  over  W e s t f i e l d  River .  
Local  highway system remained focused  a long  Main Road through 
M i d d l e f i e l d  Cen te r  w i t h  e a s t - w e s t  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Worthington and 
Washington. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Middlef i e l d '  s p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h a n k s  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
development a t  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e ,  d i d  n o t ,  l i k e  t h e  res t  of t h e  h i l l  
towns, d e c l i n e .  I n s t e a d , t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s  remained f a i r l y  
s t e a d y ,  i n  t h e  low 700s. By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  town 's  
p o p u l a t i o n  was 8  p e r s o n s  more t h a n  i t  had been i n  1830. The one 
anomaly i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  occur red  i n  1840 when a b o u t  1 ,000 l a b o r e r s  
c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  Western R a i l r o a d  w e r e  l i v i n g  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  town. 
The p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  y e a r  was r e p o r t e d  a s  1,717.  

I n  1855 15.0% of  t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was fo re ign-born  -- s i x t h  
h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county .  Though t h e  m a j o r i t y  (50%)  w e r e  from 
I r e l a n d ,  a n  unusua l  23% ( o v e r  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  county average)  , m i l l  
workers  a t  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e ,  l i s t e d  B r i t i s h  America a s  t h e i r  p l a c e  
of o r i g i n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  main ta ined  a t  M i d d l e f i e l d  Cen te r  w i t h  secondary  m i l l  
v i l l a g e  a t  Brush Hollow a long  F a c t o r y  Brook. Opening of Western 
R a i l r o a d  a long  Westf i e l d  River  (1842) e s t a b l i s h e d  d e p o t  v i l l a g e  
and m i l l  s i t e  a t  B a n c r o f t .  Dairy farming and c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  
con t inued  on upland p l a t e a u s  around town c e n t e r  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of 
f i ighland A g r i c u l t u r a l  Grounds (1857) .  

D. Economic Base: 

M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  economy, though g e n e r a l l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  was dominated 
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  by t h e  manufac tu r ing  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  woolen 
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m i l l s  a t  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e .  The t a r r i f  of 1828 had b rough t  abou t  a  
tremendous demand f o r  f i n e  wool,  o n l y  a  t h i r d  of which could  be 
s u p p l i e d  by e x i s t i n g  f l o c k s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A c r a z e  developed f o r  
r a i s i n g  Saxony sheep ( f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  Shephards a t  
Northampton i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 20s)  . Although many towns r e p o r t e d  
r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  of Saxony wool i n  t h e  1830s ,  M i d d l e f i e l d  

r e p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  c l i p  of  Saxony wool ( i n  1836) of 26 ,741 l b s .  -- 
70% of t h e  e n t i r e  coun ty  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  y e a r .  There w e r e  more 
sheep  i n  M i d d l e f i e l d  t h a n  i n  any o t h e r  town i n  t h e  s t a t e  e x c e p t  
Hinsda le  and Lanesborough ( b o t h  B e r k s h i r e  County) .  M i d d l e f i e l d  
fa rmers  w e r e  never  more p r o s p e r o u s ,  never  had more money t h a n  i n  
t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  devoted  t o  wool growing (Memorial, p.  38) . 
Even a s  a  m i l l  town, M i d d l e f i e l d  was q u i t e  prominent  i n  t h e  1830s ,  
f o r  o u t s i d e  of Hinsda le  and Lanesborough, no o t h e r  h i l l  town i n  
Western Massachuse t t s  c o u l d  c l a i m  f o u r  sets of broad c l o t h  machinery 
i n  o p e r a t i o n  (Smith ,  p .  143) . 
The wool growing i n d u s t r y  con t inued  t o  p r o s p e r  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
1840s. I n  1845 t h e r e  w e r e  9,840 s h e e p ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number e v e r .  
The town Saxony c l i p ,  though down n u m e r i c a l l y ,  now r e p r e s e n t e d  89% 
of t h e  county t o t a l .  A f t e r  1846 however, b u s i n e s s  d e c l i n e d .  The 
t a r i f f  of t h a t  y e a r  reduced t h e  d u t y  on impor ted  woolens,  and t h e  
new f a n c y  w o r s t e d s  i n t r o d u c e d  from England began t o  d i s p l a c e  
b r o a d c l o t h  i n  p o p u l a r i t y .  T h i s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  f i n e  wool c u l t u r e  
immedia te ly ,  and t h e  Saxony b r e e d ,  r a i s e d  a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  f o r  t h i s  
purpose ,  q u i c k l y  l o s t  f a v o r  (Smith ,  146) . 
The downturn i n  b r o a d c l o t h  does  n o t  appear  t o  have g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  
t h e  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  m i l l s .  Though Blush t u r n e d  t o  s a t i n e t  f o r  a  
t i m e ,  Church expanded i n  1848 w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Lower 
M i l l  ( r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  opening of t h e  new s t o p  a t  B a n c r o f t  ( " t h e  
Swi tch" )  on t h e  Western R a i l r o a d ? )  . H i s  Mountain M i l l s  Gold Band 
C l o t h  won a  n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  and i n  1855, w i t h  M i d d l e f i e l d  
b r o a d c l o t h  v a l u e d  a t  $42,000,  t h e  Church and Blush m i l l s  w e r e  t h e  
on ly  b r o a d c l o t h  m i l l s  i n  t h e  th ree -coun ty  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l ey  a r e a .  
By t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  C i v i l  War, t h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  had grown t o  
$170,000, t h e  m i l l s  employed 75 men and women, and F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e ,  
t h e n  w i t h  a  q u a r t e r  of a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n  town, had reached t h e  
h e i g h t  of  i t s  p r o s p e r i t y .  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Western R a i l r o a d  a l o n g  t h e  W e s t  Branch of  
t h e  W e s t f i e l d  i n  1840-41 s p u r r e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  s m a l l  paper  
m i l l  a t  t h e  Switch ( a n o t h e r  l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  i n  B e c k e t ) ,  
which became t h e  town ' s  second l a r g e s t  manufac tu r ing  i n d u s t r y .  
The r a i l r o a d  a l s o  b r i e f l y  r e v i v e d  t h e  soaps tone  q u a r r y ,  1853-60, 
though a g a i n  t h e  c o s t s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o v e r r a n  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  
p r o d u c t .  Addison E v e r e t t  i n  Smith Hollow d e v i s e d  machinery f o r  
t u r n i n g  wooden bowls,  s a i d  t o  have " a l m o s t  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d "  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  (Memorial,  p. 1 
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With t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  Saxony f l o c k s ,  M i d d l e f i e l d  fa rmers  
t u r n e d  t o  r a i s i n g  c a t t l e .  The Durham, i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1842, was s o  
f a r  improved t h a t  t h e  town became famous f o r  i t s  c a t t l e .  A t  one 
t i m e ,  a  h i s t o r i a n  no ted  i n  1883, Middlef i e l d  had " t h e  f i n e s t  c a t t l e  
i n  t h e  S t a t e "  (Memorial, p . 3 9 ) .  A r e f l e c t i o n  of t h i s  prominence, 
and a  f u r t h e r  s p u r  t o  i t ,  was t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  Highland 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c o i e t y  i n  1857. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l : ,  Approximately a  dozen houses  of  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y  
and e a r l i e r  s u r v i v e  i n  M i d d l e f i e l d .  These a r e  e i t h e r  F e d e r a l  o r  
Greek Rev iva l  i n  s t y l e  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  be ing  
c o t t a g e s .  C e n t e r  chimney, f i v e  bay c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n s  and s i d e -  
h a l l  p l a n s  a r e  s t a n d a r d .  A few two s t o r y  houses  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r  and, a f t e r  1847,  a t  M i d d l e f i e l d  S t a t i o n  (Bancrof t) . 
These i n c l u d e  s i d e h a l l  I t a l i a n a t e  and Greek R e v i v a l  houses and one 
n o t a b l e  double  chimney I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  ( 186 8) w i t h  a  three-bay- 
s q u a r e  p l a n ,  po lygona l  bays ,  a  mansard roof  and be lvedere .  The 
v i l l a  i s  l o c a t e d  on Main Road a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  A l s o  known i s  
t h e  H i r a m  T a y l o r  House ( 1 8 4 8 ) ,  a  doub le  chimeny, f i v e  bay c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e  Greek R e v i v a l  house. L a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  made when t h e  
house became a  h o t e l  (c.1910) have g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  t h e  house.  A t  
l e a s t  one two-story s e c t i o n  was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  a  m i l l  b u i l d i n g .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  A f t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  
town h a l l  ( 2 6 '  x  3 6 ' )  i n  1847, t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  B a p t i s t  and 
Method i s t  churches  were b o t h  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  i n  1847 
and 1853. The o r i g i n a l  1791 Congrega t iona l  meetinghouse was a l s o  
remodel led  and r e p a i r e d  i n  1847. The on ly  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  was t h e  founding of The Highland A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  i n  
1856, f o r  t h e  purpose  of  sponsor ing  annua l  l i v e s t o c k  shows. An 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  H a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1859. There w e r e  11 schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  
i n  1855. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  t h r e e  s i n g l e  s p a n ,  a r c h e d ,  coursed  
g r a n i t e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  a t  M i d d l e f i e l d  S t a t i o n  b u i l t  i n  1840 and 
i n  1865. 

I X.  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement of W e s t f i e l d  River  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  
r e l o c a t i o n  of m a i n l i n e  and widening of o r i g i n a l  b r i d g e s  (1912) 
w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  c o n c r e t e  examples.  Local  r o a d s  remained focused 
around M i d d l e f i e l d  Cen te r .  

B .  Popu la t ion :  

A f t e r  1870 t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  began t o  d e c l i n e ,  and between t h a t  
y e a r  and 1915, t h e  town l o s t  over  h a l f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n .  Between 1880 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Middlefield



and 1895 t h e  town d e c l i n e d  p r e c i p i t o u s l y ,  though some modest g a i n s  
were made around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  

I n  1880 t h e  town r e p o r t e d  n e a r l y  20% fore ign-born  r e s i d e n t s ,  much 
t h e  l a r g e s t  number of whom ( 7 3 % )  w e r e  Franch Canadians.  By 1915 
t h e  number of immigrants  had r e t r e a t e d  s h a r p l y  t o  j u s t  over  10%.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

M i d d l e f i e l d  C e n t e r  remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  secondary  i n d u s t r i a l  
v i l l a g e  a t  Bancrof t  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  River .  Loca l  m i l l  sites a long  
F a c t o r y  Brook d i s r u p t e d  by Flood of 1874 and 1901 w i t h  g r a d u a l  
d e c l i n e  of s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Brush Hollow. C a t t l e  g r a z i n g  con t inued  
on upland farms a long  Main Road w i t h  lumbering i n  W e s t f i e l d  River  
h i l l  l a n d s .  

D .  Econon~ic Base: 

A sequence of d i s a s t e r s  s t r u c k  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s: 
f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Upper Church m i l l  i n  1871; t h e  G r e a t  Boston f i r e  
of 1872 d e s t r o y e d  v a l u a b l e  s t o c k  stored i n  Boston warehouses;  t h e  
P a n i c  of 1873 caused a  s e r i o u s  slump i n  t h e  market  f o r  woolens; and 
i n  1874, f o l l o w i n g  by less t h a n  two months an  i d e n t i c a l  d i s a s t e r  
i n  \ ; i l l i amsburg ,  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  was inunda ted  by t h e  b reak ing  of 
t h e  R e s e r v o i r  Dam a t  t h e  head of t h e  v i l l a g e .  (Although no l i v e s  
were l o s t ,  and t h e  damage of much l e s s  magnitude than  t h e  M i l l  
R iver  d i s a s t e r ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  f l o o d  and t h e  r u s h  t o  a l e r t  
i n h a b i t a n t s  a l l  t h e  way down t o  Hunt ington,  a r e  s i m i l a r .  ) Desp i t e  
t h e  s e t b a c k ,  however, t h e  m i l l s  were r e b u i l t ,  and on t h e  s u r f a c e  
t h i n g s  seemed t o  r e t u r n  t o  normal.  But t h e  s u p p l a n t i n g  of broad- 
c l o t h s  by wors teds  i n  t h e  popu la r  t a s t e ,  p l u s  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  of 
b e t t e r  equipped f a c t o r i e s  n e a r e r  l a b o r  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  
p u t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of out-of-the-way m i l l s  a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  Output  
s lowed,  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d ,  and,  a f t e r  t h e  f l o o d  r e p a i r s ,  t h e r e  
was v e r y  l i t t l e  new b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e  o r  t h e  town. I n  1901, 
when t h e  dam a g a i n  gave way , c a u s i n g  s i m i l a r  damage, t h e  m i l l  
owners,  t h e n  a  q u a r t z - g r i n d i n g  f i r m ,  w e r e  p r o h i b i t e d  from r e b u i l d i n g  
it. With t h a t ,  i n d u s t r y  d e p a r t e d  from F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e .  Only a t  
Bancrof t  d i d  a  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  remain ,  connected  t o  
t h e  paper  m i l l  and t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

Throughout t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town recorded  a  s t e a d y  
i n c r e a s e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  -- e s p e c i a l l y  p o t a t o e s ,  a p p l e s ,  
e g g s ,  b u t t e r ,  cream, and mi lk .  A s m a l l  cheese  f a c t o r y  on t h e  
C h e s t e r  Road was r e p o r t e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  1870s.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

~ e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  u n t i l  
a f t e r  1 9 0 0 .  A f t e r  1900, some c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  occur red  a s  
summer r e s i d e n t s  began t o  f r e q u e n t  t h e  town. The e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  
was a t  B a n c r o f t  where s e v e r a l  Queen Anne c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  
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house m i l l  workers .  Houses a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n c l u d e  a  few 
s h i n g l e d  and c o b b l e s t o n e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  and Queen Anne c o t t a g e s  
(p robab ly  a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n e d )  on Main Road a s  w e l l  a s  one o r  two 
s i m p l e  pyramida l  h i p  roof  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1900,  t h e  Town H a l l  (1872, b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  1847 h a l l )  and t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church b o t h  burned.  
The p r e s e n t  Town H a l l ,  a  v e r y  s imple  two-s tory  b u i l d i n g  two bays 
wide by f i v e  bays long  w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f ,  d a t e s  from 1901. The 
Congrega t iona l  Church (1902-04) was c o n s t r u c t e d  from f ragments  of 
t h e  1847 and 1853 B a p t i s t  and Method i s t  meet inghouses .  I t  i s  an  
e l l - p l a n  one-and-a-half s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  e n t r a n c e  
tower and Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g .  Also  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was a  
Grange H a l l  ( 1 9 1 2 ) .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  two s i n g l e  span,  p a r a b o l i c  a r c h ,  
r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s ,  b u i l t  i n  1912 and 1913, a t  
M i d d l e f i e l d  S t a t i o n .  These a r e  e a r l y  examples of t h e  use  of 
r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  be ing examples of a  form 
( p a r a b o l i c  a r c h )  n o t  commonly found i n  Massachuse t t s .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of l o c a l  r o a d s  a s  secondary  a u t o  r o u t e s  w i t h  pr imary  
n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  from C h e s t e r  t o  P i t t s f i e l d  a long  Main Road 
th rough  M i d d l e f i e l d  C e n t e r .  No s t a t e  highways th rough  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

l l i d d l e f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n  t h e  coun ty ,  r eached  i t s  
n a d i r  i n  1930 a t  192 r e s i d e n t s .  By 1940 t h e  town had ga ined  a  
n e g l i g i b l e  amount r e a c h i n g  201 t h a t  y e a r .  N e t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  
amounted t o  38% of t h e  1915 p o p u l a t i o n .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  a c t i v i t y  remained focused  around M i d d l e f i e l d  C e n t e r  w i t h  l o c a l  
r a i l r o a d  v i l l a g e  a t  M i d d l e f i e l d  S t a t i o n .  Da i ry  farms main ta ined  
a long  upland p l a t e a u  of Main Road w i t h  lumbering a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  
River  v a l l e y .  Gradual  development of r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i tes  i n  h i l l  
l and  around town c e n t e r  from C h e s t e r .  

D.  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Only t h e  paper  m i l l  a t  B a n c r o f t  re- 
mained of M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  e a r l i e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  w i t h  25 employees 
r e p o r t e d  i n  1930. Smith no ted  i n  1924 t h a t  t h e  town had a  subs tan-  
t i a l  summer colony;  t h e  new M i d d l e f i e l d  was s t r i c t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

The on ly  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  observed f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  
some s imple  g a b l e  and pyramidal  h i p  r o o f e d  c o t t a g e s  on Town H i l l  
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Road a t  Brush Hollow and a t  Bancrof t .  A one o r  two gambrel  r o o f e d  
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  c o t t a g e  s t a n d  on Main Road a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and 
may d a t e  from t h e  p e r i o d .  A l s o  known a r e  two r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  
r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  a t  Bancrof t  (1928) .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  The m a j o r i t y  of M i d d l e f i e l d ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  have been i n v e n t o r i e s .  These i n d l u d e  a l l  known e x t a n t  
pre-1850 s t r u c t u r e s .  The o n l y  b u i l d i n g s  of n o t e  n o t  inc luded  a r e  
t h e  few e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  summer houses a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r ,  some of which a r e  q u i t e  w e l l - d e t a i l e d .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

Copeland, A l f r e d  M i n o t t ,  A H i s t o r y  of  t h e  Town of M u r r a y f i e l d ,  
E a r l i e r  Known a s  Township No. 9 ... 1760-1783 ( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  1892) 

-------------- , " H i s t o r y  of Township No. 9 , "  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Papers  and Proceed ings  2 ( 1 9 0 4 ) ,  41-65. 

G u i l d ,  Wil l iam,  A C h a r t  and D e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Boston and Worcester  
and Western R a i l r o a d s  (Boston,  1 8 4 7 ) .  (Good d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
M i d d l e f i e l d  S tone  Arch d i s t r i c t .  ) 

M i d d l e f i e l d ,  Mass.,  A Memorial of t h e  One Hundredth Anniversary  of 
t h e  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  Town of M i d d l e f i e l d ,  August 1 5 ,  1883 
( M i d d l e f i e l d ,  1883) . 

Smith ,  Edward Church,  P h i l i p  M. Smi th ,  and Theodore C .  Smith,  
A H i s t o r y  of t h e  Town of M i d d l e f i e l d ,  Massachuse t t s  (Menasha, 
111, 1 9 2 4 ) .  

Wilson,  John S . ,  "Upper F a c t o r y  Brook Sawmill ,  M i d d l e f i e l d ,  - - 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  I A  The ~ o u E n a l  of t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  
Archeolosv 3  (1977) . 43-52. 
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