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MHC RECONNAISSANCE REPORT 

Date: Aug. 1986 Community: Middleton 

I. POLITICAL SOUNDAR IFS 

Yiddleton was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  several large qrants made by t h e  General 
Court t o  ind iv idua ls  ear l y  i n  the 17th century i n  the towns o f  Andover, 
Boxford, Salem and Topsfield. Yiddleton was incorporated from these towns on 
3 m e  20, 1728. Boundaries between Middleton, North Andover and Boxford were 
establ ished i n  1904, and between Middleton and Topsf ie ld were establ ished i n  
1936. 

The town o f  Middleton i s  located i n  the cent ra l  port ion o f  Essex C0unt.y along 
i t s  western border. It i s  bordered on the nor th  by rYorth Andover and Baxford, 
eas te r l y  b y  Boxford, Topsfield and Danvers, souther ly b y  Danvers and Peahody 
and wester ly by L-ynnfield, North Reading and North Andover. Physiographical ly 
the town l i e s  w i th in  the New England Seaboard Lowland, a r e l a t i v e l y  smooth 
coastal s t r i p  o f  land w i t h  some h i l l s  usua l ly  below the 400 and 500 foot  
contours. Locally, the p o r t i m  o f  Essex County i s  I l igher i n  e levat ion than 
more easter ly  coastal areas. I n  Yiddletm, land surfaces are b i l l y  i n  the 
southern and eastern areas w i t h  elevations rangirlg from 50 feet o r  less i n  
va l leys t o  200 fee t  or more on several h i l l s .  W i l l ' s  H i l l ,  the highest point  
i n  town a t  253 f ee t  i s  located near the town center. I n  western and northern 
port ions o f  town land surfaces are sonrewhat leve l  w i th  few m j o r  h i l l s .  
Elevations i n  t h i s  area average arouqd 100 f ee t  o r  less. 

Bedrock deposits in  Middleton are characterized by igneous density throughout 
the  town. Andover grani te i s  t he  most common formation present. Small 
d i s t r i bu t i ons  o f  Salem gabbro - d i o r i t e  ( d i o r i t e  and qabbro - d i o r i t e )  are 
found i n  eastern port ions o f  town. 

So i l s  i n  Middleton represent a mixture o f  types formed i n  g l ac i a l  t i l l, 
outwash, orqanic deposits, recent a l luv ium and disturbances throuqh urSan 
development. So i l s  o f  t he  Canton-Woodbridge-freetown associations are  the 
most conmon s o i l  associat ion i n  the tolm found alonq both sides o f  Boston 
Rrook and i n  the southern p o r t i m  o f  town east and west o f  Roston Street. 
These s o i l s  are found i n  deep deposits and near ly leve l  t o  steep areas. They 
range from loamy s o i l s  formed i n  g l ac i a l  t i 1  1 t o  very poor l y  drained mucky 
s o i l s  formed i n  orqaqic deposits. So i ls  o f  the Chatf ie ld-Hol l  is-Rock 
assoc ia t im outcrop a re  found i n  a s t r i p - l i k e  d i s t r i bu t i on  along most o f  the  
western, northern and northeastern town boundary. These s o i l s  are found i n  
moderately deep o r  shallow deposits and gent1 y s lop ing t o  steep areas. They 
are general ly we l l  drained loamy s o i l s  formed i n  g l ac i a l  t i l l  and contain 
areas o f  exposed Bedrock. Three separate distributions o f  s o i l s  i n  the 
Merrimc-Hinckley-Urban land associat ion are found i n  eastern Middleton near 
R t .  95, near the j unc t~ l r e  of the  Ipswich River and R t .  62 and i n  the extreme 
southern por t ion o f  town. These s o i l s  are found i n  deep d e ~ o s i t s  and near l y  
leve l  t o  steep areas. They are excessively drained loamy and sandy deposits 
formed i n  o~ltwash deposits and areas where natural  s o i l s  have been a l te red  by 
urban development. A small d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o i l s  belonging t o  the 
Paxton-Montauk-Urban land associat ion i s  present nor th  o f  Yiddleton Center, 
west o f  R t .  114. These s o i l s  a re  we1 1 drained loamy s o i l s  formed i n  g lac ia l  
t i l l  and areas where natural  s o i l s  have been a l te red  bv urban development. A 
second small d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  s o i l s  belongirlg t o  the  Freetown-Fluvaquents 



associations i s  present nor th  o f  Middleton Center, west o f  R t .  114. These 
soi 1 s range from poor l y  drained mucky s o i l  s formed i n  organic deposits to  
poor ly drained mcky  and loamy s o i l s  formed i n  recent alluvium. 

Major drainage i o  Middleton i s  through the I ~ s w i c h  River which flows along 
near the en t i r e  eastern and southern town boundary roughly pa ra l l e l  w i t h  East 
Street  and River Street. Boston River, a t r i b u t a r y  o f  the  Ipswich River, 
provides drainage i n  the northern por t ion o f  town. Major drainage i s  also 
present throughout extensive freshwater wetlands i n  most o f  the  town. Several 
ponds are present inc luding Middleton Pond, Creighton Pond, and P o u t  Pond. 

The o r i g i o a l  fo res t  growth i n  Middleton and Essex Countv i n  senera1 , consisted 
o f  a a ixed qrowth o f  white pine, oak, chestnut, popular, maple, b i r c h  and some 
other hardwoods and coni fers.  However, secondary growth patterns characterize 
most o f  the town today, represented by  second qrowth oak and chestnut i n  
uplands as wel l  as scrub oak and pine. Sirch, cedar, juniper and white p ine 
are also present. 

111. CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Vative American t ransportat ion routes i n  the Middleton area l i k e l y  emphasized 
water t rave l  along the Ipswich River which drains from north t o  south i n  the 
western port ion o f  town. Water t rave l  may have a lso existed along port ions o f  
Pout Pond and Boston Rrooks. Land based t rave l  was a lso probably important, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  along the  margins o f  r i v e r i n e  areas noted above. A major t r a i l  i s  
a lso reported cross cu t t i ng  r i v e r i n e  areas i n  the v ic in i t ,y  o f  l i b e r t y  and 
Maple Streets. This t r a i l  l i k e l y  served as a major cor r idor  between Salem and 
the Merrimac River in to  the Andover area. Secondary t r a i l s  extending t o  the 
town Is numerous ponds and other wet1 3nds 1 i k e l y  spurred from major t r a i l s  
alooq the Ipswich River and in land route. 

R. Population: 

Middleton was inhabi ted by members o f  the  Pawtucket group (of ten ca l led  
Penacook) who inhabited the coast from the nor th  s ide o f  Massachusetts Bay i n  
the %uqus/Salem area t o  York Vi l lage,  Maine. Local ly, t h i s  group i s  commonly 
re fe r red  to  as the Naudceags who may have been a suhtr ibe of the Massahusetts 
hut seemed t o  he under the leadership o f  t he  Penacooks. Most seventeenth 
century colonists considered the Pawtucket and Massachusetts Indians c lose ly  
re la ted  but  separate en t i t i e s .  Both Swanton (1952) and Speck (1928) include 
Pawtucrtet Indians i n  the Salem area among the Massachusetts. Gookin (1792) 
l i s t s  ca. 3,000 men belonging t o  thepawtucket  group p r i o r  t o  the 1617-19 
epidenics, whi le Mooney (1928:4) l i s t s  2,000 men belonging t o  the Penacook 
qroup (probably Pawtucket), as many as 12,000 natives, probably exaggerated. 
During the same period, both Gookin and Mooney l i s t  ca. 3,000 men belonginq t o  
t he  Massachusetts which probably included some Pawtudtets. The Native 
American populat ion i n  the Middleton area my have nunhered i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  
200 ind iv idua ls  dur ing much o f  t h i s  period. Fol lowing the  epidemics, fewer 
than 50 ind iv idua ls  i f  any remained i n  the Middleton area. 

C. Settlement Pattern: 

Few Woodland hu t  no Contact per iod s i tes  are  known f o r  the Andover area. 
However, environmental var iables and known Contact period s i t es  i n  surrounding 
towns ind icate  s i t es  o f  t h i s  period should be ~ r e s e n t .  For example, locales 
alonq the Ipswich River m y  have b e a  croorf s i t e  locations as well  as other 
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areas along the periphery o f  ma j a r  wetlands, streams and ponds. I n  add i t ion 
to  hab i ta t ion and v i l l a g e  type s i tes ,  special purpose s i t es  such as f i s h i n g  
s i tes ,  she l l  middens and b u r i a l s  were also probably present. These s i t e s  my 
qave been located i n  s im i la r  areas as those noted above. Contact Period s i tes  
have been recorded i n  several towns surroundinq the Middleton area includir lg 
Haverh i l l ,  kwbury, Newburyport, Ipswich, Salem, Marblehead, and probably 
Sauqus. This fac tor  p lus the loca l  environmental po ten t ia l  indicates the 
Middleton area i s  l i k e l y  underreported for  the Contact Period. Si tes o f  the  
period should be present i n  the township. 

D. Subs i s  ten@ Pattern: 

Native h e r i c a n s  i n  the Middleton area subsisted on a va r ie ty  o f  seasonally 
determined a c t i v i t i e s  including hunting, f ishing,  the col lec t i r lg  o f  w i l d  
plants and she l l  f i sh  and h o r t i c t ~ l t u r e .  Hunting was a major a c t i v i t y  focusing 
on larqer mammals such as deer and smaller f u r  bearers. Natives i n  the 
Middleton areas may have a lso seasonally t rave led t o  the  Ipswich o r  
L.ytn/Saugus coast l ines t o  exp lo i t  sea mammals such as seals and d r i f t  whales. 
Upland game b i rds  and ducks were a lso hunted, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  wetlands and 
meadows surrounding r i v e r i n e  areas. Seasonal runs of shad, smelt, alewives, 
salmon and t r o u t  may have been ava i lab le  i n  the Ipswich River. Gathering 
a c t i v i t i e s  probably focused on numerous species o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  and freshwater 
plants. Seasonal exp lo i ta t ion  o f  s h e l l f i s h  may have a lso been present on the 
coast. Domesticated plants such as corn, beans, pumpkins, squash and tobacco 
were iaportant .  Native f i e l d s  were l i k e l y  located along the Ipswich River or 
around the periphery a f  major ponds and wetlands. 

I V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620- 1675) 

A. Trans   or ta t i  on Routes : 

Inland t r a i l s  l i k e l y  continued i n  use i n  the Middleton area throughout most o f  
the Plantat ion period. Water t rave l  my have also been important along the 
IDSW~C~ River which provided a co r r ido r  to  the  coast a t  Ipswich Bay. A1 though 
some lands were granted ear l i e r ,  European t ransportat ion routes i n  Middleton 
probably d i d  not develop before ca. 1650 as settlement was begun. Vost routes 
were merely Ind ian t r a i l s  upgraded t o  horsepaths and cartmys. The f i r s t  
major route  t o  develop i n  Yiddleton was a way l i n k i n g  Salem t o  Andover 
fo l lowinq an o l d  Ind ian t r a i l  i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  Maple and L iber ty  Streets. 
This route crossed the  Ipswich River a t  the  Indian Bridge, s c t u a l l y  a ford, 
about 1/4 m i le  upstream from the Maple Street  Bridge. A second route alsa 
passed throuqh Middleton connecting Andover w i th  Salem V i l  lage. This route 
crossed the Ipswich River a t  the 'log bridge", east of the Route 114 bridqe 
and then probably fol lowed t he  course of South Main Street and Essex Street  
through W i l l ' s  H i l l .  The southern por t ion o f  the road was improved i n  the 
1670's though it was s t i l l  considered i n  poor condit ion f o r  t rave l .  A t  least  
one bridge was present over the Ipswich River by 1675. The Fu l l e r  Bridge (now 
Sunday Bridge) was present over Beech or  Boston Brook b y  1667. Two important 
bridges also probably existed over Pout Pond Brook a t  i t ' s  in tersect ion w i th  
L i be r t y  and Essex Streets. 

B. Population: 

Yiddleton was inhabited by  Native h e r i c a n s  dur ing t h i s  period since the 
Bellingham grant o f  1639 noted an Ind ian Plantat ion, probably a v i l l a g e  i n  the 
Yiddleton Pond area by t h a t  date. This population was r a p i d l y  decl i n i ng  and 
by 1675 prohabl y d i d  not contain more than a few indiv iduals 1 i v i ng  i n  the 
W i l l  I s  Y i l l  area. European settlement i n  Yiddleton was made i n  ca. 1651 b y  
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m e  or two famil ies. B.y ca. 1665, f i v e  famil ies (possib ly 75 ind iv idua ls)  
l i ved  w i th in  the present l i m i t s  o f  the  town. I n  1675 ten t o  f i f t e e n  fami l ies 
(possib ly 50 t o  65 ind iv idua ls)  my have resided i n  the town. Ear l y  residents 
i n  Middleton were o f  English decent and Congregational f a i t h .  Most residents 
worshipped a t  the Salem V i l l aqe  church i n  what i s  now Danvers Center. Many 
ind iv idua ls  had e a r l i e r  se t t l ed  irl towns such as Salem, Dorchester and Roston. 

C. Settlement Pattern: 

A t  least  two Native Pmerican s i t es  have been noted i n  Middleton dur ing t h i s  
period. The f i r s t  European land grant i n  the area, the 1639 Re11 incjham grant, 
mentioned an Indian plantat ion,   roba ably a v i l laqe,  on the shores o f  Middleton 
Pond a t  the time the grant was givm. A second, l a t e r  s i t e  m y  have been 
present on W i l l  Is H i l l .  Old \ J i l l ,  the l a s t  Indian reported icl  Middleton, was 
purported t o  l i v e  and was bur ied on the sumnit of t h i s  h i l l .  

During the  per iod o f  e a r l y  European settlement, Middleton was div ided between 
the towns o f  Ebxford, Andover, Topsfield and Salem. The eastern por t ion of 
Middleton was par t  o f  Topsfield and Rowley V i l lage,  now Boxford. The southern 
por t ion o f  Middleton was included i n  Salem '1 il lage D i s t r i c t .  North Middleton 
was pa r t  o f  Andover. Most o f  Middleton was included i n  three e a r l y  qrants 
mde by the General Court. The f i r s t  grant w i t h i n  the present l i m i t s  o f  the 
town was made t o  Richard Bel l  ingham. This grand was made i n  1539 and included 
about 1200 acres i n  the Central H i l l  por t ion of town nor th  o f  the Andover 
1 ine. Major General knn i son  a lso received an e a r l y  300 acre grant  h y  the  
Court east and para1 l e l  t o  the Be l l  ingham grant. The t h i r d  grant was mde t o  
Henry Bartholomew near New Meadows. This grant was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  
Topsfield and the f i r s t  pa r t  o f  Middleton t o  be se t t l ed  5y Wi l l iam Nichols o f  
Salem. I n  1651 Nichols purchased about 500 acres a f  land from Henry 
Rartholomew o f  Salev (West Peabody) and h u i l  t h i s  home east o f  the bridge on 
Copper Mine Road near Locust Street. Sy 1675 a t  l eas t  f i v e  add i t iona l  
fami l ies had se t t l ed  i n  the eastern por t ion of town between Nichols Rrook and 
the  Iosuich River and a t  l eas t  two fami l ies  had se t t led  i n  the northern 
port ion o f  t o w .  

Middleton remained a small and scattered community throughout the  Plantat ion 
period. Inhabitants i n  the Middleton area were known as the farmers from 
1J i l l ' s  H i l l ,  then pa r t  o f  Salem Vi l laqe.  Middleton s e t t l e r s  worshipped and 
attended c i v i l  twitters a t  the Salem V i l l age  Church a t  what i s  now Danvers 
Center. Pr ivate cemeteries were used throuqhout the period. 

D. Economic Base: 

As Colonial s e t t l e r s  establ ished themselves i n  the Middleton area, hunt ing and 
qather inq w i l d  foods were important t o  t h e i r  subsistence. However, the 
combined use o f  aq r i cu l tu re  and husbandry were c l e a r l y  t he  most important 
aspects i n  the economic l i v e s  o f  the town's f i r s t  se t t l e rs .  Indian corn, 
wheat, b a r t l e y  and r y  were t he  most important food crops. F r u i t  and 
veqetables were a lso grown but  grains were the most important food produce. 
Hemp and f l a x  (nay have a lso been important f o r  home t e x t i l e  production. 
Enql i sh  hay was also probably grown, p a r t i c u l a r l y  since s a l t  marsh hay was 
non-existant. Husbandry was an important a c t i v i t y  i n  Middleton. Catt le, 
horses, sheep and swine were the most important animals on local  farms; oxen 
and fowl were also present. Limited loca l  i ndus t ry  a lso besan by  1675. Ear ly  
s e t t l e r s  cut and so ld  hand mde bar re l  staves, clap 5oards and shirlqles. 
nBoltsn ( ~ r 0 b a h l y  dowels o r  p ins)  used for  home construct ion were a lso hand 
mde. The Thomas Fu l l e r  Sawmill my have heen present hy 1675 on the brook 
leading from Middleton o r  Wilkins Pond. 
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A. Transportation Routes : 

Native T r a i l s  had been upgraded t o  horsepaths and carbays  by  t h i s  time o r  had 
hecome overgrow. Three routes l inked Middleton w i th  Old Andover (Roxford and 
North Andover) dur ing t h i s  period. The main cor r idor  remained a l m q  Maple 
Street and South Main Street t o  W i l l ' s  H i l l ,  ca l led the "way t o  W i l l ' s  H i l l " ,  
o r  the Andover Old Road, then ran along Essex Street  t o  Andover (North 
Andover). Both Essex Street  and V i l l  Street  are re fer red t o  as the Andover 
Old Road dur ing the  period. A second route, L i b e r t . ~  Street, was an 
a l t e rna t i ve  route  t o  Andover (North Andover) and was o f ten  spoken o f  as the 
Andover Highway, A t h i r d  route  developed dur ing t h i s  period also l i n k i n g  
Middleton w i th  Old Andover (North Reading), f o l  lowinq Forest Street  and known 
as the Andover South Road. Soston Street  was one o f  t he  l a s t  major Colonial 
period roads l a i d  out i n  1753. Other Colonial per iod roads l a i d  out included 
Peabody Street, Kinq Street, Lake Street, School Street, poss ib ly  East Street 
and numerous unnamed farm lanes. A t  least  s i x  bridges were present over the 
Ipswich River during t h i s  period. Calm?ways and bridges were a lso present a t  
several points on Pout Pond Brook and Beech or  Rostm Brodc. 

B. Populat im: 

Middleton's population grew considerably dur inq t h i s  period although compared 
t o  o ther  Essex County towns it was small and remained mostly dispersed. I n  
ca. 1675, 100 ind iv idua ls  may have resided i n  the town. I n  1729, 111 
indiv iduals were ra ted t o  pav m i n i s t e r i a l  taxes i n  Middleton, 3nt it i s  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  555 ind iv idua ls  resided i n  the township. Only 22 ac t i ve  
townsmen are 1 i s ted  i n  1729 (Watk ins 1970:240). I n  1765, 581 ind iv idua ls  are 
l is ted  as res id ing  i n  Middleton representing 1.33% o f  the  Essex Count-y t o t a l .  
I n  1776, 650 indiv iduals resided i n  the town representing a growth o f  11.88% 
from 1765 and 1.28% o f  t he  Essex County t o t a l .  I n  1765, 35 negroes resided i n  
the town representing 6.02% o f  the t o t a l  population. I n  1765, fami l ies  i n  
Middleton averaged 5.99 persons. Most residents i n  Middleton remained o f  
English decent e i ther  born i n  the town or i n  neighbor inq Essex County towns. 
Yiddleton Congregational Church was organized i n  1729, one year a f t e r  
incorporation o f  the town. I n  1700 Salem granted money f o r  a school a t  W i l l  's 
H i l l ,  Middleton, b u t  a teacher was not  engaged u n t i l  1712. 

C. Settlement Pattern: 

Dispersed farmsteads continued t o  character ize most Middleton settlement 
throughout the C o l m i a l  period. While a concentrated v i l  lage was not  yet 
present, increases i n  Colonial  period settlement and t ransportat ion routes 
were focusinq v i l l a g e  development i n  the area around W i l l ' s  H i l l .  Middleton's 
f i r s t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  1726 a t  o r  near the s i t e  of t he  present church 
on Maple Street. A stocks and whipping post were set up near the meeting!-iouse 
i n  1759. A t  f i r s t ,  school was he ld  i n  pr ivate  homes though a school was b u i l t  
near the meetinqhouse by 1762. Several pounds were owned by the town durinq 
t h i s  period. The f i r s t  pound near Pout Pond Brook and L iber ty  Street  was 
taken over by  the town i n  1728. A new pound was b u i l t  on King Street  above 
Mount Vernon i n  1730. A t h i r d  pound was b u i l t  i n  1742 on John Estey's land. 
A for th  wooden pound (previous pounds were stone) was b u i l t  i n  1761 near the 
corner o f  Main and Pleasant Street. Publ ic cemeteries were not  present i n  
Middleton dw i r lq  t h i s  period. Instead, deceased ind iv idua ls  were in ter red i n  
p r i va te  cemeteries of which 35 have been i den t i f i ed  though on ly  18 have been 
accounted for .  The oldest  cemeterv i n  Middleton was rlear the Samuel Symunds 
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house, o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  Rowley V i l l age  (Boxford). Inhabitants 1 i v i n g  beyond 
the Ipswich River were bur ied i n  t h i s  cemetery. Some other cemeteries include 
the  Smith tomb on M t .  Vernon Street, the Pea5ody Cemetery on East Street, the 
Fu l l e r  Buryinq Ground on Mount Vernon Street, the F l i n t  Cemetery on Boston 
St reet  and the Merriam l o t  on South Main Street. Larger estates were s p l i t  by  
inheri tance and sale, smaller holdings were increasingly becominq popular. 
Ear ly  i n  the per iod some residents he ld  estates t o t a l l  i ng  from 300 to  1000 
acres or more, hut  farmsteads ranging from 100 t o  -300 acres were more typica 1 
of the  period; smaller parcels of land usua l l y  ranged from 40 to  50 acres. 

D. Economic Rase: 

Aqr icu 1 t u re  and husbandry continued t o  character i ze  most aspects o f  
Middleton's economic base throughout the Colonial period. Grains remained the 
main focus o f  most ag r i cu l t u ra l  production w i th  corn as the  ch ie f  crop. 
Husbandry a1 so continued i n  importance. Numerous m i l  1 s developed i n  several 
areas dur ing t h i s  period. The Thomas Fu l l e r  sawmill was located on the brook 
f lowinq from Middleton Pond hy 1690, between Haunt Vernon Street  and the r i v e r  
and gone by 1710; t h i s  m i l l  was r e b u i l t  b y  Fu l l e r ' s  qrandson Timothy Fu l l e r  i n  
1756 and remained i n  operation u n t i l  a t  least  1771. The stream from Middleton 
Pond was a1 so used f o r  g r i s t  m i l  1 production b y  John Esty east o f  Main Street 
j us t  below the square by 1720. This m i l 1  was probably r e b u i l t  o r  a new m i l l  
b u i l t  i n  1735 when Esty's son, Jonathan, so ld  h i s  shares i n  land and the o l d  
m i l l  t o  Issac Wilkins, and i n  1770 was t ransferred to Si las Merriam; the dam 
for t h i s  m i l  1 was west o f  Andover Street (Main Street  1. A t  least  one m i l  1, 
the Nichols corn m i l l  was b u i l t  on Pout Pond Brook by 1733 near where L iber ty  
Street crosses the brook, and continued under other owners through the 
Colonial period. Several m i l l s  were a lso present on Boston Brook (Beech 
Brook). Joseph Peabody b u i l t  t he  f i r s t  m i l l  i n  t h i s  area, a sawmill i n  the 
area of the M i l l  Street  Bridge i n  the l a t e  17th or  ear l y  18th century, and 
continued throughout t h i s  period. A second m i l l  was pvohably b u i l t  by  Jacob 
Fu l l e r  no r th  o f  School Street around ca. 1700; t h i s  m i l l  was i n  r u i n  by 1722. 
The Perkins sawmill was b u i l t  b y  1744 on a stream running i n t o  Boston Brook 
from the west under Essex Street. While the Ipswich River i s  the largest  
r i v e r  i n  Middleton, i t  was not  wel l  sui ted fo r  m i l l s  since it lacked f a l l s  and 
flooded extensively i n  spr ing and i n  some areas had l i t t l e  water i n  summer. 
The Phelps sawmil 1 was b u i l t  b y  1679 and was followed by  a f u l l i n g  m i l l  i n  the 
same area shor t l y  thereafter. Upton's m i l l ,  probably a g r i s t  m i l l ,  was also 
b u i l t  on the I ~ s w i c h  River b y  1704. 

An ironworks was also developed i n  Middleton by ca. 1708 though a t  the time 
that  por t ion o f  town was s t i l l  pa r t  of Boxford. The ironworks was located 
near Pout Pond meadows on the south side o f  Pout Pond Rrook west o f  where the 
stream runs rlnder M i l l  Street. By 1712 the brook was of ten re fer red to  as 
"Ironworks Rrook ". The ironworks was operated simply as a bloomery preparing 
i ron  hy the d i r ec t  process. Bog i r on  was encorporated from the low l y i n g  area 
around the m i l l  throughout i t s  operation u n t i l  ca. 1780. 

Blacksmiths were present i n  Middleton throughout t h i s  period. Weavers were 
present b y  1708 and probably ea r l i e r .  Sy ca. 1770, from 80 to  90 looms were 
i n  operation i n  90 dwellings representing an important cottage industry i n  the 
town dur ing t h i s  period. The Esty Tavern b u i l t  on Middleton Square i n  1753 
was the f i r s t  tavern b u i l t  i n  Middleton. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential:  The e a r l i e s t  houses i n  the town include the 1680 Thomas Fu l l e r  
House, a h a l l  and par lor  house w i t h  added lean-to, and the un i l l us t ra ted  1697 - 
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Thomas Putnam House, also including a lean-to. The town +as an exceptional 
number of surv iv ing and doo~mented bouses da t ing  from e a r l y  i n  the eighteenth 
century. Several o f  these beqan as leanto o r  saltbox bouses 5ut were l a te r  
changed t o  s y m e t r i c a l  gable form, inc lud ing t he  1715 Timothy Perkins House. 
Others are only approx imte ly  s - w e t r i  cal, inc luding the 1759 Archelans Fu l le r  
and 1760 nanie l  Fu l l e r  houses. Some synmetr i c a l  qable houses added leantos, 
inc luding the 1701-03 Bray Williams, 1714 Joseph Fu l l e r  and 1719 
Peabody-Wilkins houses w i th  jogs. Examples fo l low ing  t he  c lass ic  New England 
center ch imey form include the 1705 E d ~ i n  P~ltnam Jr.  plank house b u i l t  i n  two 
stages, the 1733 Ebeneaser S t i l es ,  1746 F l i n t ,  and 1750 Andrew Fu l l e r  houses. 
Sinqle p i l e  houses w i th  gambrel roofs  included the 17 14 Ben jamin Peabody, and 
the 1760 Nathaniel Peabody houses and the two s t o r y  1714 Bayley-Rradstreet 
house. The 1770 Andrew Perkins bouse i s  four ra ther  than f i v e  bays i n  width. 
The 1753 Ph i l i ps  Knight house "Twin Chimneysu has been g rea t l y  altered. The 
double i n t e r i o r  ccli~mey house o f  Jacob F u l l e r  I 1 1  i s  said t o  date from 1767. 

I ns t i t u t i ona l :  The town's f i r s t  meetinghouse was constructed a t  incorporation 
i n  1725, a square s t ruc ture  of 40 fee t  on a side and 20 foot  posts; i n  1763 
i t s  en t r y  and s t a i r  locations were changed. Ry 1762 the town had a 
school)rouse, located near t)le meetinghouse. 

Commercial: The 1753 Estey Tavern i s  a large qable block w i th  paired i n t e r i o r  
chirmeys located on e i t he r  s ide o f  the gable peak, w i th  tw primary facades o f  
f i v e  bays w i t h  center entry, on a long and adjacent qable end wall  and w i th  
several rea r  e l l s .  

V I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1930) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

PoadrJays l a i d  out  dur ing the  Colonial  Period c o n t i ~ u e d  t o  character ize most o f  
Middleton I s  t ransportat ion network. Main Street, Rostm Street, Forest 
Street, Essex Street  and L iber tv  Street  continued t o  rad ia te  t o  ou t l y i og  
settlements from the town center east o f  W i l l  I s  H i l l  along Maple Street. Two 
new major roadways were consti tuted. River Street was l a i d  out  on the north 
bank of the Ipswich River connecting Boston Street  and the Sotrth Main Street  
corr idor.  I n  1800 the l a t t e r  s t r ee t  was a lso redeveloped as the  southern 
extent o f  the Essex Turnpike l o c a l l y  known as North Main Street  nor th  o f  
1 s 1 An important l i n k  between Boston and points i n  New Hampshire and 
Vermont, i t  became a f r ee  highway i n  1829. Stage coach t rave l  was important 
p a r t i n r l a r l y  a f t e r  1796 when systematic staging began. 

0. Population: 

Widdleton's population l o s t  overa l l  6.6%, leav ing it the region's smallest 
town a t  607 i n  1830. Loss was suffered p r ima r i l y  between 1790 and 1910 when 
the t o t a l  dropped from 682 t o  541. I n  sp i t e  o f  population loss, new school 
d i s t r i c t s  were established, i n  1790 i n  the east, and i n  1808 i n  the south, and 
two p r i va te  academies a lso operated. A Social  L i b ra r y  had been establ ished 
e a r l y  here i n  1772. The town's min is ter  (1793-1813) was an Arminiaq, and 
townspeople attended Chr ist ian,  Saptis t, and Episcopal churches i n  neighboring 
v i l lages.  

D. Economic Sase: 

Federal Middleton was p r i n c i p a l l y  an ag r i cu l t u ra l  town. Despite i t s  small 
s ize -- the town contained on ly  S122 acres o f  a g r i a r l t u r a l  land i n  1791. 
Middleton was an ac t i ve  farminq community. M i l e  land under t i 1  laqe consumed 
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only 364 acres o r  a modest 4.4% o f  the land, cu l t i va ted  l a d  ( t i l l a g e  and 
haying land) t o t a l l e d  1761 acres (21.5%). The addi t ion o f  2016 acres o f  
pasturage brought the improved acreage t o  46.3% o f  the to ta l .  The town's many 
streams and brooks and one r i v e r  were t he  locat ion o f  seven g r i s t  and saw 
m i l l s  i n  the l a t e  eighteenth century, a large nunher suggesting t ha t  Middleton 
may bave also m i l  l ed  grain and cu t  lumber f o r  neighboring towns. The town 
also bad several res ident  blacksmiths who serviced the farm economy. 

The Middleton economic base benef i t ted by the  in t roduct ion o f  small-scale 
manufacturing beginning i n  the 1790s. While many farmers were already l i k e l y  
engaged i n  making shoes, the f i r s t  s ign i f i can t  shoe shop was not  establ ished 
u n t i l  1797. By 1798 there were s i x  large shops. Other manufacturing 
a c t i v i t i e s  included the  i r on  works on Pout Pond Brook (though i t ceased 
operations durinq the period), and a carding m i l l  established ca. 11310 by a 
Mr. Gray. Despite some d i ve rs i f i ca t i on ,  farmers outnumbered manufacturing 
workers 94 t o  37, or by  almost 3 to  1 i n  1820. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential:  I n v m t o r i e d  houses da t ing  t o  t h i s  period are rare. Ear ly i n  the 
period center chirmey houses were s t i l l  b u i l t  inc lndinq the 1782 John F l i n t  
and 1792 Symunds Youse. Large, paired chimney houses were also constructed, 
inc luding several s i ~ g l e  p i le ,  r ea r  wal l  c h i n e y  houses, as wel l  as an end 
wal l  and an i n t e r i o r  chimney house. 

I ns t i t u t i ona l :  The meetinghouse was renovated i n  1802, and a sketch shows a 
porch ent ry  on the long, south side, a sta i r tower on the east, and a 70 f oo t  
b e l f r y  tower on the West. The town's 1790 south schooltlouse i s  o f  unknown 
appearance; i t s  1820 replacement measured 24 by  32 feet  w i t h  9 & 1/2 f oo t  
studs, 8 windows and 32 benches. The 1808 south school house measured 26 by 
24 feet  w i t h  a h i p  roof, porch entry, and i n t e r i o r  gal lery,  t o  be painted 
Spanish R r m  on the roo f  and back; on the f r on t ,  green, straw o r  a l i g h t  
color. I n  1811 the town b u i l t  a b r i ck  powderhouse, and i n  1829 a hearsehouse. 

Indust r ia l :  Six large shoe shops were erected i n  Middleton by 1798, the f i r s t  
of them i n  1792. A g r i s t  m i l l  was erected p r i o r  t o  1830 near So. Main Street 
on the stream f lowing from Middleton Pond. A carding m i l l  had occupied the 
s i t e  f o r  a short time c3. 1810. 

V I I .  EAQLY INDUST? IAL PER I90 (1830- 1570) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

R4iddleton's Colonial  and Federal period roads continued i n  use w i th  few 
addi t ions or  improvements. Railroads represented the major add i t ion t o  the 
town's t ransportat ion network dur ing t h i s  period. Sy 1848 the Essex Railroad 
began w i th  Middleton s ta t ion,  t o  run an important meeting place f o r  the up and 
dawn t r a i ns  between Salem and Lawrence. The mair, t ruck l i n e  roughly followed 
Essex and Maple Streets. The s ta t i on  was located outside the v i l  lnge a t  the 
end o f  Central Street. Sy 1850 the Salem and Lowell r a i l r o a d  also began, a 
connector through South Oanvers and Peabody t o  Wilmington on the Boston and 
Lowell l i ne .  Or ig ina l  plans f o r  the Salem and Lowell l i n e  were t o  connect 
Salem v i a  Lowell w i th  points i n  New Hampshire, Worcester and even New York, 
hut  were never f u l l y  real ized.  Rai l road t r ave l  through Middleton transformed 
the town from an iso la ted farming communit,y t o  a town where indust ry  began t o  
develop. Both r a i l  l i nes  encouraqed shoemaking. The Salem and Lowell l i n e  
also provided a great st imulus t o  the paper industry through an addi t iona l  
route o f  t r ave l  w i t h  Boston. South Middleton s ta t ion  was also known as Oak 
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Dale though the stop was uslra l ly  ca l led  South Middleton or  Paper M i l l  Station. 

B. Population: 

The town returned t o  an e ra  o f  growth, expanding from 607 i n  1830 t o  1010 i n  
1870, and no longer rankioq amonq the region's s m l  l e s t  towns. The town's 
foreign-horn population remained small, 4.8% i o  1855 and 4.5 ten years la te r .  
Mast were I r i s h ,  w i th  h a l f  as many Canadians and English. A group separated 
from the F i r s t  Parish t o  form an Evangelical Society ca. 1830, leaving a small 
group t ha t  voted themselves t o  5e a l h i v e r s a l i s t  society, dismantled t h e i r  
meetinghouse, and l a t e r  met i o  school. A fourth school d i s t r i c t  was formed i n  
1834 i n  the southwest a t  Papermil 1 V i l l aqe  bu t  had only a few students. 
Schools were graded dur ing t he  1850s and higher grades attended i n  the 
center. A second Social L ib ra ry  was formed i n  1835, and L ibrary  Association 
i n  1865. 

I). Economic Base: 

While there was considerable growth i n  the ag r i cu l t u ra l  sector during the  
Ear ly I ndus t r i a l  period, even greater expansion occurred i n  the area o f  
manufacturing, so t h a t  b y  1865 there were more people employed i n  shops and 
factor ies (219) tban on farms (193). Between 1840 and 1865, male employment 
opportuni t ies i n  agr i cu l tu re  and manufacturing increased by 168% and 165%, 
respect ively,  i nd ica t  ing the overa l l  expansion o f  the economic base. 

I n  1855, the  f i r s t  year f o r  which such data i s  avai lable, the value o f  a l l  
aq r i cu l t u ra l  products was around 335,000. One t h i r d  o f  t h i s  t o t a l  value was 
accounted f o r  by  hay, a f t e r  which came potatoes, bu t t e r  and corn. By 1865, 
when there were 71 farms, the product value had almost doubled t o  966,632. 
While hay s t i l l  accounted for  about 33% o f  t he  product value i t s  cu l t i va t i on  
expanded from 501 tons t o  1344 tons. Fol lowing hay i n  order o f  p r o d ~ ~ c t  value 
came wood products, meat and animal products, potatoes, but ter ,  f r u i t ,  and 
qrains (whose acreage had dropped by more than 50% 1. k q i n n i n q  ca. 1830 a 
butchery was establ ished i n  Middleton and as the  per iod advanced farmers from 
neighboriqq towns brouqht t h e i r  l i ve r tock  t o  Middleton f o r  slaughtering. 
Between 1955 and 1565 the acreage devoted t o  qrains declined from 163 t o  73 
acres aod the y i e l d  from 4865 t o  1737 5ushels. I n  1855 there was one sawmill. 

The es tab l i shmnt  o f  several new manufacturing operations dur ing the  Ear ly  
I n d u s t r i a l  decades brought economic v i t a l  it.y t o  t h i s  s m l l  farminq town. The 
most i l lpor tant  development was the introduct ion o f  the  "put t  ing-out" systen o f  
shoe manufacturing, and l a te r  the fac to ry  system o f  product im. I n  the earl  y 
1830s El i as  I ngal l  s  establ ished a cen t ra l  sh ip  i n  Middleton, d i s t r i b u t i n g  
leather and other mater ia ls to  area farm fami l ies  who then worked up the shoes 
and returned them t o  Inga l l s .  I lnfortunately, I nga l l s  moved h i s  f i r m  t o  
Vaverh ill Sefore 1837 caus ing a temporary decl ine i n  Middleton 's  shoe 
iodustry. I n  1837, on l y  40 people were employed making fewer than 1000 pa i rs  
o f  shoes. I n  the 1840s, however, the indust ry  revived. Francis P. Merriam 
established a cent ra l  sh ip  ca. 1540. I n  1845, 150 men and women manufactured 
75,000 pa i rs  o f  shoes f o r  Merr imc and other f irm. By 1855, 305 people were 
employed lnaking 150,000 pairs,  some o f  them working i n  the f ac to r y  establ ished 
by Merriam i n  1853. Between 1855 and 1865, s i x  other shoe fac tor ies  were 
established i n  Middleton, a l l  near the Middleton depot o f  the Essex Railroad 
runnfoq from Salem t o  Lawrence, thus gradual ly  br inq ing an end t o  the 
" ~ u t t i n g - o u t "  system. Whereas, i? the e a r l i e r  decades shoe employment was 
equal1 y d iv ided amonq men and women, Sy 1865 the fac to ry  s-ystem had 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduced the r e a l  and r e a l t i v e  number o f  women. A small shoe 
kr l i fe  fac tory  was established on M i l l  Street  near Pout Pond Rrook i n  1849, 
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employing a few men and probably only serving the local  shoemakers 'needs. 

Another s ign i f i can t ,  even if fledgl ing,  i ndus t ry  was the paper fac to ry  
es tab1 ished by Francis Pea5ody on the Ipsv i  ch River i n  South Middletorl . 
Situated on the on l y  Ipswich River pr iv i ledge i n  Middleton and the former s i t e  
o f  the F l i n t  fami ly  g r i s t  m i l l .  Peabody's paper m i l l  employed an average of 
ten people and produced 100 tons o f  paper annually worth around $25,000. The 
establishment o f  a depot o f  the Salem and Lowell Railroad on the paper m i l l  's 
property f a c i l i t a t e d  t ranspor ta t ion o f  paper to  Boston and beyond. Less 
iqportant  was the soap and candle fac to ry  establ ished by a Mr. Jefferson on 
Maple S t .  ca. 1850. I n  1865 the f i r m  employed f i v e  people and had a product 
value of $12,000. The t o t a l  value o f  manufactured goods was 9251,125 i n  1865 
compared t o  on l y  $36,500 i n  1837 wi th  tee s e w  indus t ry  accounting f o r  80% o f  
the 1865 f iqt lre. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential:  L i t t l e  per iod housing has been inventoried. $wall numbers o f  
t r ad i t i ona l  house types were constructed, arld as elsewhere 1 XI 1/2 and 2 4 
I / ?  s to ry  gable f ron t  houses achieved popular i ty ,  and were ornamented w i th  
Greek Revival and I t a l i ana te  elements. Iso la ted exaqples are k~own of Gothic 
9ev iva l  and Second Emoire Cottages. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  After withdrawal o f  Evangelicals from F i r s t  Parish the 
congregation diminished and the meetinqhouse was dismantled i n  1842. The 
Evangelical Society was b u i l t  i n  1832 on Maple S t .  o f  qable f r o n t  form, and a 
new one i n  1859, a two s to r y  gable f ron t  w i t h  a semi -project ing tower, b e l f r y  
and spire, coins, round-headed windows w i t h  labels; it was burned and repaired 
i n  1874, and ra ised fo r  the add i t ion of a vest ry  i n  1933. The north sc9ool 
was b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  i n  1832. A second south school was b u i l t  i n  1837, w i th  11 
foot posts, a 15 Sy 20 f oo t  r e c i t a t i o n  room, 2 outer doors, painted pea green 
w i th  "modern" co lo r  f o r  the t r i m ;  i n  1855 entr ies were added f o r  each sex, and 
the sdoolroom then measured 3q b y  24 feet. A replacement was constructed i n  
1860, an I t a l i a n a t e  2 & 1/2 s to r y  s t ruc tu re  w i t h  en t r y  porch and cupola; a 
f l a t  roof was added i n  1928; now known as Memorial Hal l ,  i t  has served as town 
o f f i ces  and po l i ce  s ta t i on  since 1937. The 1848 town house was 1 & 1/2 
s to r ies  on a basement, w i t h  a gablefront and center entry, ornamented by  
bracketed cornice and labels; it was raised higher i n  1873. 

I ndus t r i a l :  A paper m i l l  was erected on the Ipswich River i n  South Middleton 
i n  1832. Yost l i k e l y  the  bu i l d i ng  was a 3 & 1/2 s to r y  stone structure,  f i v e  
bays by sixteen bays, w i t h  a c lerestory  on a gable roof. E l i as  I n g a l l s '  
central  shoe shop was erected irl 1833 a t  an unknown location. The f i r s t  shoe 
fac tory  was erected i n  1853 by F.P. Merriam. The 2 & 1/3 s to r y  frame 
structure, fou r  hays by  f i v e  bays, w i t h  gable f r o n t  r oo f  and porch around 
f ron t  and s ide o f  f i r s t  f l oo r ,  as wel l  as a s m l  l e r  2 & 1/12 s to r y  wing t o  the 
rear  stood a t  the corner o f  Main and Lake Streets. By 1865 s ix  small 
fac to r ies  had been erected, three i n  Middleton Square, two on Maple Street and 
one near Howe Stat ion a t  the  east end o f  town. A shoe kn i f e  f ac to r y  was 
erected i n  1849 near Mi l1 Street. On Pout Pond Brook (on Maple Street  near 
East Street  a t  the s i t e  o f  the  former i ron  works.) a soap factory,  a 2 & 1/2 
s to r y  frame bui ld ing,  was erected ca. 1850. I n  1850 David S t i l es  erected a 
blacksmith shop, a ? & 1/2 s to r y  frame s t ruc ture  w i t h  gable-end roof, on Maple 
Street. 
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V I  I I. LATE INDlJS T? IAL PEQ 190 ( 1870- 19 15) 

A. Transwr ta t ion Routes: 

Yiddleton 's road networks chanqed l i t t l e  dur ing t h i s  period. Yain north/south 
cor r idors  through the town continued a lorlg the Essex turnpike (Route 114) and 
Essex Street. East Street i n  the eastern port ion o f  town a1 so represented an 
important no r t h / sw th  route. Major east/west t r ave l  continued t o  focus on the 
Boston Street/Maple Street (9t .  62) co r r ido r  through the center o f  town. 
Forest Street and River Street  a1 so represented important east/wes t rot1 tes. 
Rai lroad t r ave l  on the Salem and Lawrence and Salem and Lowell l i nes  also 
continued i n  importance thor~gh f r e i gh t s  were now less important than passenger 
t r ave l .  Street  Railways developed i n  Middleton l a t e  i n  t h i s  period. The 
f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  r a i l  car t rave l  d i d  not occur u n t i l  1901 though preparations 
had begun two years ea r l i e r .  I n i t i a l  t i e s  were l a i d  out  along south Main 
s t ree t  from the Danvers l i n e  t o  Middleton Square. Tracks were l a i d  out on the 
sides o f  s t reets  leaving room f o r  other t rave l  t o  pass. By 1902 r a i l  l i nes  
were extended connecting Middleton w i t h  Lawrence and Salem alonq what would 
become the Bay State Street Railway. Main l i nes  passed alonq the  Route 114 
corr  i dor . 
B. Population: 

Oespi t e  almost continuous decl i n e  between 1870 and 1900, Middleton 's 
population expanded by  nea r l y  30% durinq the Late I ndus t r i a l  period, 
increasing from 1010 i n  1870 t o  1309 i n  1915. The foreign-born population 
experienced a rmch hiqher growth rate,  increasing 142.5% from 108 i n  1875 t o  
262 i n  1915, thus enlarging i t s  proport ion o f  the t o t a l  population from 9.9% 
t o  20%. Canadians were the largest  imnigrant q o u p  throughout the period, 
followed by a s tead i l y  growing number o f  I r i s h  and a smaller number o f  
English. 

A Yethodist Church was establ ished i n  1878. From 1873 t o  1890 the 
Congregational Church experimented wi th  f r ee  pews, 5ut  the pract ice o f  s e l l i n g  
pews was not  completely given up u n t i l  1914. The town's pub l ic  l i b ra ry ,  the 
F l i n t  Dublic Library, was estahl ished i n  1879. 

C. Settlement: 

Economic decline, espec ia l l y  i n  the manufacturing sector, i n  the l a s t  quarter 
of the nineteenth century led to  a sharp drop i n  Middleton's population, and 
consequently there was very l i t t l e  change i n  the pa t te rn  o f  res iden t ia l ,  
comnercial and manufacturing settlement p r i o r  t o  1900. The shor t l i ved period 
of prosper i ty  i n  the e a r l y  1870s enabled the  town t o  enlarge the  Town Ha l l  i n  
1873 and t o  erect  a new bu i l d i nq  f o r  the North School i n  1873, whereas 
economic depression was probably t he  ca ta l ys t  fo r  the erect ion o f  a t r a p  
house (a lock-up f o r  vagrants) i n  1878. The Methodists b u i l t  a church i n  1881 
on So. Yain S t ,  near the center, as d i d  the  Universal is ts,  irl 1584, j u s t  
around the corner on Bos ton St.  Other construct ion o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i ld ings 
d id  not occur u n t i l  t he  e a r l y  1890s, when the F l i n t  Publ ic  L i b ra r y  was 
erected. The hiqh-sty le Rornanesque bu i l d i ng  was erected i n  1891 w i t h  money 
from Sylvanus L i n t ,  a former owner o f  t he  paper m i l l  i n  South Middleton. I n  
1893 a branch por t  o f f i c e  was erected near t h i s  m i l l .  S i p i f i c a n t  
construct ion o f  new res iden t ia l  bu i ld ings awaited the  a r r i v a l  o f  the  s t ree t  
rai lway, which began carry ing passengers between Salem/Danvers and Middletm, 
along So. Main S t .  irl 1900 and between Middleton and Andover/Lawrence, alonq 
No. Maitl S t ,  i n  1907. Thereafter, si t lgle-family, middleclass homes were 
erected alonq L iber tv  S t  ., hetween Maple and Peabody Sts. along M i l l  S t .  along 
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Forest S t .  near No. Mairl, w'lile s m l l e r  homes were b u i l t  along Center and 
Yaple Sts. The Danvers Water Works/Pumping Sta t ion which a lso served 
Middleton, was erected during the period. 

D. Economic Rase: 

Yiddleton remained a mixed agr icu 1 t u r a l  and manufacturing community throughout 
the Late I n d u s t r i a l  years. The nunber o f  farms increased dramat ical ly  i n  the 
f i r s t  decades o f  t he  period, t o t a l 1  i n g  105 i n  1875, o n l y  t o  f a l l  s l  i g h t l y  t o  
91 i n  1895. Despite some expansion i n  the middle years, ag r i cu l t u ra l  
mploynent was the source o f  l i ve l i hood  f o r  an almost i den t i ca l  number o f  men 
i n  1875 (13P) aqd i n  1915 1130). The value o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l  products increased 
81% from $60,363 i n  1875 to  $109,344 i n  1905. Dai ry  products (espec ia l ly  
m i l k )  were the primary products throu@out the period, fol lowed by  vegetables, 
hay, straw and fodder, and pou l t r y .  The importance o f  meat and non-poultry 
animal products decl ined a f t e r  1885. 

Almost no change occured irl the kinds o f  goods manufactured i n  Middleton. 
Shoe production continued t o  be the p r inc ipa l  source o f  manufacturing 
enlployment and the leader i n  product value. The f i r m  o f  f lerr iam and Tyler 
expanded i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  and production, employing more than 100 people i n  1888 
and s t i l l  more f o l l ow ing  an add i t ion  t o  the  f a c t o r y  a t  Main and Lake Street i n  
the 189%. Paper m a n u f ~ t u r e  assumed greater importance i n  the years a f ter  
1885. Fol lowing a f i r e  i n  1871 t h e  paper m i l l  was r e b u i l t  and so ld  t o  Ripley 
Brothers who d i d  5us iness u n t i l  su f f e r i ng  bankruptcy i n  1882. The fo l lowing 
year the business was revived by  Sylvanuss F l  i n t  who improved t he  physical 
olant.  Then i n  1885 the f i r m  was sold again, t h i s  t ime t o  Edward Hictey who 
ran  the f a c t o r y  u n t i l  a t  l eas t  1908. I n  1894 around 100 people were employed 
there. Ear ly i n  the period there were two soap fac tor ies ,  a second m e  having 
been establ ished ca. 1871 on Main Street. However, h y  1900 soap manufacture 
had ceased i n  Middleton. A wooden h x  fac to ry  was also establ ished ear l y  i n  
the period, ca . 1872, near the Ipswich River, no r th  o f  t he  Peabody S t .  
bridge. I n  the 1880s there were around 40 men employed there, but  f o l  lowing a 
f i r e  i n  1892 t h i s  business a lso ceased. The shoe k n i f e  f ac to r y  contirlued t o  
operate a t  l eas t  u n t i l  ca. 1890. Between 1875 and 1905 the t o t a l  value of 
vanufactured goods decl ined by  47%, from $304,336 t o  $158,650. Re ta i l  
employment i n  Middleton V i l l age  expanded from 25 i n  1875 t o  67 i n  19 15 despite 
the a r r i v a l  o f  the  Lawrence s t reetcar  l i n e  i n  1902. 

Arc$ i tec tu re :  

Resident ia l :  Period housing has no t  been inventoried. Observed surv iva ls  
include add i t iona l  examples o f  both 1 and 1/3 and 2 and 1/2 s t o r y  gable f r on t  
forms from throughout t he  period, and la te r ,  i so la ted  examples o f  2 & 1/2 
story, p-yramidal roofed, fou r  square houses. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town's Methodists h u i l t  a meetinghouse o f  unknown 
appearance i n  1881, Sut disbanded i n  1906. The Universa l is ts  h u i l t  a house of 
unknown appearance i n  1886 which they so ld  i q  1908. The nor th  schoolhouse was 
r e h u i l t  i n  1872, an I t a l  ianate s t ruc tu re  w i th  paired ent r ies ,  roundheaded 
windows w i th  labels.  I n  1878 the town b u i l t  as b r i c k  tramhouse, square under 
3 h i p  roof, w i t h  an ent ry  and window on the face. The l i b r a r y  operated i n  a 
Federal period house o f  2 s to r ies  under a h i p  roof ,  w i t h  double p i l e  cross 
passaue plan. The G l i n t  L ib ra ry  was b u i l t  i n  1891, a Romanesque Revival 
design i n  b r i c k  and g ran i te  by  Lor ing and phipps; it i s  T-shaped, ra i sed  on a 
basement w i t h  h i p  roof ,  w i t h  a face gahle w i t h  adjacent tower, as wel l  as rea r  
clock tower, and roundheaded doors. 
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I n d u s t r i a l :  The paper m i l l  i n  South Middleton was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1871 
but was r e b u i l t  b y  1874. The new .n i l1 was a two-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i th  
s l i g h t l y  pitched roof. A second soap fac to ry  (o f  unknown construct ion) was 
erected on Main Street  i n  1871. The Maple Street soap f ac to r y  burned i n  1895, 
a f t e r  having been converted t o  a r es i den t i a l  bui ld ing.  A 3ox factory,  a large 
2 & 1/2 s t o r y  frame hui 1 d ing w i t h  gable r o o f  and a one-story b r i c k  and stone 
po~derhouse w i t h  a large chimey,  was erected on the Ipswich River no r th  o f  
the  Peabody S t .  br idge i n  1872; t h e  f a c t o r y  burned ca. 1892. Another 2 & 1/2 
s t o r y  frame add i t i on  was attached t o  the Merr imc Co. shoe fac to ry  ca. the 
1880s. 

I X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. Transnortat ion Routes: 

Increased automobile t r ave l  encouraged several changes i n  Middleton's 
t ranspor ta t ion networks durinq t h i s  period. On January 2, 1926 the Salem and 
Lawrmce Railroad made i t s  l a s t  run w i t h  the Salem and Lowell Branch ending 
soon afterwards. St reet  ra i lway  t rave l  also ended i n  1935, replaced by  bus 
l i nes .  Increased auto t r a v e l  st imulated road improvements throughout t h i s  
period. The degree o f  such improvements o f t en  indicated the r e l a t i v e  
iwa r t ance  of various roads f o r  auto t r ave l .  For example, b y  1939, "High 
Typen bituminous paved road, included the more important roads i n  the town 
such as South Main Street, b r t h  Main Street, Qoston Street, Maple Street and 
Route 62 east o f  the town center. Other paved roads o f  "low type" paving 
(probably represent ing less t rave led roads than those noted above) included 
Essox Street, School Street, L i be r t y  Street, Forest Street  and stm 1 l e r  
por t ions o f  River Street  and Peabody Street. Most other roads were qravel o r  
stone surfaced and included most of Peabody Street, M i l l  Street, port ions o f  
L i be r t y  Street, the northern p o r t i m  o f  Essex St reet  and most o f  River Street  
and Lake Street. 

0. Population: 

Af ter  l os ing  8.6% o f  i t s  population between 1915 and 1920, Middleton's 
I n d u s t r i a l  period growth continued un interrupted. By 1940 the town Is 
populat ion equalled 2348, Yiddleton claimed a very l im i t ed  range o f  n a t i v i t i e s  
f o r  an Essex town. I t ' s  populat ion was 20% foreign-born i n  1915, comprised 
lnost ly  o f  Canadians (Nova Scotian, mainly - 40%) I r i s h  (26%) and English 
(11%). By 1940 i t s  proport ion o f  foreign-born n a t i v i t i e s  had f a l l e n  t o  less 
than 16% o f  the  whole. 

C. Settlement: 

S i gn i f i can t  populat ion growth spurred res i den t i a l  construct ion i n  Ear l y  Modern 
Middleton. I n f i l l  o f  middle-class, s i ng l e  fami ly  dwell ings occured near town 
center on Maple Street and on King St reet  east o f  t h e  v i l l age .  There was also 
extensive construct ion o f  middleclass homes away from the center, a long East, 
Forest and Maple Streets. A b r i c k  commercial block, a simple, unadorned 
two-story b r i ck  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  4 o r  5 storefronts,  was erected i n  Yiddleton 
Square i n  1954. I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  improvement and new construct ion was 
1 imi ted t o  enlargement o f  the Yowe-Manninq Center School i n  1925 and erect ion 
o f  S t .  Aqnes Cathol ic  Church on Roston S t .  i n  1948. 

O. Economic Rase: 

Yiddleton Is economy continued t o  depend on a mixture o f  aqr icu l t l r r a l  , 
nnnufacturinq and r e t a i l  f i rm. Manufacturing was the la rgest  source o f  
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employment w i t h  75.7% o f  the workforce employed i n  four fac tor ies  i n  1952. 
The B.R. Chemical Company, owned by  Ih i t e d  Shoe Machinery Company o f  Beverly 
took control  o f  the paper m i l l  i n  South Middleton i n  1925 and 3egan 
manufactrlr i ng  leather f i n  ishes , synthet ic ruhber cement and adhesives . I n  
1952 t h i s  f i r m  employed the largest  port ions o f  those employed i n  
manufacturing. The second leading f i r m  was the  Keddy Machine Co. Fortv-s ix 
people (16% o f  t o t a l  workforce) were employed i n  r e t a i l  f i rms i n  1952, and an 
unknown but  c e r t a i n l y  small number continued t o  farm. As the period advanced 
many o f  Middleton's farms gave way t o  res iden t ia l  development. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential:  Period housing has not  been inventoried. Pyramidal roofed 
four-square and re la ted  1 & 1/2 s t o r y  bungalows remain popular during the 
e a r l y  years o f  the  period. H i s to r i c  r e v i v a l  s ty les  were b u i l t  i n  small 
nunhers including gambrel f r on t  forms and [ k ~ t c h  Colonials. Lakeside cottages 
were constructed i n  the common gable roofed, s ing le  s t o r y  form. 

The Howe-Manning School apparentlv dates t o  t h i s  period, constructed o f  b r i ck  
r i s i n g  two s to r ies  over a basement w i t h  a f l a t  roof. 

Comnercial: The Ridardsorl  Rlock apparently dates t o  t h i s  p e r i d ,  r i s i n g  two 
s tor ies  under a f l a t  r oo f  and conta is ing three o r  four stores. 

I ndus t r i a l :  Additions were made a t  the B.B. Chemical Co. fac to r ies  (formerly 
the papermi 11 ), i n c l r ~ d i n g  large bu i  1 dings constructed o f  concrete blocks o r  
corrogated metal. A two-story re in forced concrete fac tory  wi th p i t ch  r o o f  and 
several e l l s  was erected f o r  an unknown f i r m  on School S t .  dur ing the  period. 
(extant 1. 

X. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The ir lventory consists almost exc lus ive ly  o f  pre-1830 houses, and ore-1900 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bui ld ings.  
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