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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: June 1981 Community : M a t t a p o i s e t t  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

M a t t a p o i s e t t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  the  coas ta l  lowlands on Buzzards Bay. S o i l s  a re  
sandy and t he re  i s  a  system o f  swamps on the no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  the town. 
Topographic re1  i e f  i s  r e1  a t i  v e l y  moderate w i t h  a  northwest/southeas t 
o r i e n t a t i o n .  Drainage p r i n c i p a l l y  v i a  the M a t t a p o i s e t t  R i ve r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Ma t tapo i se t t ,  the  second p r e c i n c t  o f  Rochester, was i nco rpo ra ted  as a  town 
on May 20, 1857. 

I I I. WISTOKIC OVERVIEW 

iqa t t apo i se t t  i s  a  r e s o r t  town on Buzzard's Bay l o c a t e d  approx imate ly  10 
m i l e s  from New Bedford.  M a t t a p o i s e t t  was a  Contact p e r i o d  n a t i v e  seasonal 
s i  t e  w i  t h  poss ib l e  pre-1620 u t i  1  i z a t i o n  o f  the  harbor  by European exp lo re r s  
and f i s h i n g  f l e e t s .  White se t t l emen t  i n  M a t t a p o i s e t t  du r i ng  the  F i r s t  
Per iod  was a l s o  seasonal, ex tens ive  se t t lement  o f  the  area d i d  n o t  beg in  
u n t i  1  the Co lon ia l  Per iod, Mat tapoi  s e t t  became the  second p r e c i n c t  of 
~ o c n e s t e r  i n  t h e  1730s. By 1787 M a t t a p o i s e t t  Harbor was considered one o f  
the  major  t r a d i n g  towns i n  Plymoutti County. La te  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  
development centered around the  sh ipyards a t  M a t t a p o i s e t t  Harbor, sh ip -  
b u i l d i n g  and wnal i n g  were tne  p r i n c i p l e  economic a c t i v i t i e s  p r i o r  t o  the 
C i v i l  War. (There were 4 sh ipyards i n  ope ra t i on  i n  M a t t a p o i s e t t  p r i o r  t o  
18U0.) O u t l y i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t lements  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  were dependent 
on farming and sneep r a i s i n g .  M a t t a p o i s e t t  was incorpora ted  i n  1857 
a f t e r  a  l o n g  s tand ing  d i s p u t e  w i t h  Rochester over  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  town 
meet ings . Mid-1 a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  r e s o r t  devel opment rep1 aced whal i ng and 
snip build in^ as the  p r i n c i p l e  source o f  income. The l a s t  sh ipyard was 
c losed i n  1878. A1 though some c ranber ry  p roduc t ion  en te red  the  economic 
base d u r i n g  t he  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry ,  t he  mainstay o f  M a t t a p o i s e t t ' s  
economy d u r i n g  tne  l a t e  19 th  and e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  were the  summer 
res iden t s .  As i n  Marion t he re  was an i n f l u x  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  - to-do 
summer res iden t s  who b u i l t  nomes i n  the  town. The r e s o r t  development i n  
Marion and Ma t tapo i se t t  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h a t  o f  towns 
on t ne  sout l i  snore, i .e., S c i t u a t e  and Marsh f i e l d ,  i n  t h a t  t he  development 
resembles t he  Newport model o f  l a r g e  summer residences w i t h  grounds r a t h e r  
tnan densely  packed summer co t tages .  Al though t he re  has been some pos t  
World War I 1  suburban development i n  the  town, the p r i n c i p l e  i n d u s t r y  i s  
s t i l l  the  summer r e s i d e n t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOLI (1500 - 1629) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Coastal s e t t i n g  on Buzzards Bay w i t h  i n l a n d  connect ions from Mat ta-  
p o i s e t t  darb0r  t o  i n t e r i o r  ponds. Pr imary nor th /sou th  t r a i l  between 
14a t t apo i se t t  Neck (Antassawamock) and S n i p p a t u i t  Pond (Rochester)  appears 
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t o  f o l l o w  M a t t a p o i s e t t  Neck Road t o  C rys ta l  Spr ing  Road w i t h  f o r d  over 
M a t t a p o i s e t t  R i ve r  t o  Nor th  S t r e e t  around Towser Swamp w i t h  branch rou tes  
t o  B ran t  I s 1  and Cove as B ran t  I s 1  and Road and Tinkhamtown H i l l  as 
Achusnnet Road. Pr imary eas t lwes t  coas ta l  t r a i  1  t o  S i  ppican Harbor 
f o l l o w s  f rom M a t t a p o i s e t t  R i ve r  f o r d  as Park S t r e e t  pas t  Cushing Cemetery 
t o  Main S t r e e t  a long M a t t a p o i s e t t  Harbor and e a s t  as Pine Is land-Mat ion 
Roads (Route 6 )  w i t h  former l o o p  a t  Chapel Xoad (Hign School ) and branch 
t o  Connet Poi n t  f rom Auccot Road (Leonard, 1907, pp .98-103) . A1 te rna te  
coas ta l  t r a i l  i s  documented f rom M a t t a p o i s e t t  f o r d  around i n t e r i o r  swamps 
t o  S i  pp ican R i ve r  (Leonard, 1907, p  .99) , apparent1 y  preserved as p o r t i o n s  
o f  Park S t r e e t  ex tens ion  (abandoned) . 
B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

One repo r ted  Contact p e r i o d  n a t i v e  s i t e ,  one Woodland s i t e  n o r t h  o f  
Eel Pond. Contact p e r i o d  n a t i v e  b u r i a l  ground ad jacen t  t o  Hammondtown 
cemetery, s i t e  i s  i n  p r o x i m i t y  o f  Archaic-Woodland s i t e .  Tinkham H i l l  
and u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  immediately nor thwest  of h i l l  l i k e l y  Contact 
pe r i od  s i t e s ,  i n  general  area i n h a b i t e d  by To tos in  (see Rochester) p r i o r  t o  
and du r i ng  King P h i l i p ' s  War. M a t t a p o i s e t t  area has h i gh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
n a t i v e  Contact p e r i o d  occupat ion due t o  v a r i e d  resource base and ex tens ive  
coast.  Exce l l en t  p r o b a b i l i t y  some s h e l l  heaps sca t t e red  throughout  
Ma t tapo i se t t  coas t  a re  Contact p e r i o d  s i t e s .  Local  h i  s t o r y  r e f e r r e d  t o  
exposure o f  probable Contact p e r i o d  b u r i a l  f rom garden o f  l i t t l e  house on 
road t o  wharf  (Ryder 1934: 8) ,  probably  v i c i n i t y  o f  M a t t a p o i s e t t  o r  
Marion coast.  

C. Subsistence Pat te rns :  

Seasonal hun t ing ,  f i s h i n g ,  c o l l e c t i n g  ahd h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Extens ive 
coast  and severa l  f reshwater  streams p rov ide  access t o  r i c h  sources o f  f i s h ,  
s h e l l f i s h ,  water fowl and w i l d  game. Seasonal f i s h  and ee l  runs on t h e  
Ma t tapo i se t t  R i ve r  and Eel Pond. Wi ld  game and f l o r a l  m a t e r i a l s  (e.g., 
t imber ,  shel t e r ,  e a t i n g  u t e n s i l  s )  p robab ly  sought i n  Towsers Swamp, t h e  
coas ta l  swampland and t h a t  bo rde r i ng  t h e  Ma t tapo i se t t  R iver .  Gent le  
uplands, p a r t i c u l a r l y  those of t he  i n t e r i o r ,  p o t e n t i a l  p l a n t i n g  grounds. 
Ava i l ab le  coas t  and she l t e red  harbor  i n d i c a t e  e x c e l l e n t  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  
European-Indian t r ade .  

D. Observat ions: 

Var ied i n l a n d  and coas ta l  resources capabl e  o f  suppo r t i  ng 1  arge n a t i v e  
popu la t ion .  M a t t a p o i s e t t  area probably  u t i l i z e d  by Contact p e r i o d  n a t i v e s  
as warm weather occupat ion s i t e  ( l a t e  spr ing ,  summer). Probably sought 
t h e  more shel t e r e d  i n t e r i o r  ( no r t he rn  Mat tapoi  s e t t ,  Rochester, Midd l  eboro) 
du r i ng  c o o l e r  months. Local a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  major  v i l l a g e  o f  Nemasket 
(Midd leboro)  w h i l e  Ma t tapo i se t t  n a t i v e s  were r e g i o n a l l y  t i e d  t o  the  
Wampanoags centered i n  M t .  Hope, Rhode I s l and .  Extens ive coas t  and 
she l t e red  harbor  l i k e l y  u t i l i z e d  by pre-1620 European exp lo re r s  and f i s h e r -  
men f r equen t i ng  t he  southern New England coas t .  
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FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD ( 1  620 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Na t i ve  t r a i l s  improved as reg iona l  highways w i t h  main pa th  t o  Middle-  
borough from Ma t tapo i se t t  R i ve r  f o rd  as C rys ta l  Spr ings-North Roads and 
pa th  t o  S i  ppican (Rochester)  from Mat tapoi  s e t t  f o r d  over  i n t e r i o r  coas ta l  
r o u t e  (Park S t r e e t  ex tens ion) .  T r a i l  system on Ma t tapo i se t t  Neck e v i d e n t l y  
r e l o c a t e d  w i t h  Great Storm o f  1635 (Ryder, 1934 p.5) .  

No popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  f o r  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  r es i den t s .  Probably moderate 
n a t i v e  popu la t i on  due t o  v i r t u a l  l a c k  of w h i t e  s e t t l e r s .  No more than a  
handfu l  o f  wh i t e  f a m i l i e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  l i v e s t o c k  overseers h i r e d  by Plymouth 
p r o p r i e t o r s .  

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

Minimal change i n  n a t i v e  se t t lement  p a t t e r n  as a  r e s u l t  o f  1  i m i t e d  wh i t e  
popu la t ion .  Probably sca t t e red  wh i t e  se t t lement  throughout t he  a rea ' s  
gen t l e  uplands, l a n d  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g raz ing  and crop p roduc t ion .  

D. Economic Base: 

Na t i ve  seasonal subs is tence p a t t e r n s  re1  a t i  v e l y  i n t a c t  l a r g e l y  because 
o f  l i m i t e d  wh i t e  encroachment on n a t i v e  lands. However, increased Anglo- 
I nd ian  t r a d e  l i k e l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  growing n a t i v e  r e l i a n c e  on t r a d e  goods as 
subs is tence i tems.  White s e t t l e r s  focused on husbandry and crop p roduc t ion .  
L i k e l y  Eng l i sh  engaged i n  some commercial t r a p p i n g  as a  supplementary source 
o f  income. F ish ing ,  hun t ing  and she1 l f i s h  c o l l e c t i n g  were probably  t he  
s e t t l e r s '  p r imary  means o f  food  procurement. 

E. Observat ions: 

Minimal w h i t e  se t t lement  i n  Ma t tapo i se t t  desp i t e  Plymouth p r o p r i e t o r s '  
a t tempt  t o  encourage es tab l i shment  o f  a  d i s c r e t e  community. Area 's  wh i t e  
r e s i d e n t s  lacked  c i v i c ,  r e l i g i o u s  and commercial f a c i l i t i e s .  These were 
most l i k e l y  sought i n  Plymouth. St rong l i k e l i h o o d  cons ider ing  the  d is tance  
from Plymouth t h a t  w h i t e  se t t lement  was seasonal, spend remainder o f  year  
i n  Plymouth. 

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Loca t ion  o f  Ma t tapo i se t t  meet ing house by mid-18th cen tu ry  improves 
r a d i a l  highways t o  M a t t a p o i s e t t  f o r d  w i t h  ex tens ion  of Park S t r e e t  as i n l a n d  
road t o  Rochester cen te r  (now abandoned). Other p e r i o d  highways i nc l ude  
connect ions f rom Tinkhamtown H i l l  as Long P l a i n  and I s l a n d  Roads. 

No repo r ted  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  a l though a v a i l a b l e  sources i n d i c a t e  
presence o f  a  smal l  n a t i v e  popuiace throughout  t he  l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  and 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Mattapoisett



18 th  century .  A number o f  Pigwacket (Eastern Abenaki-- Maine) were 
re l oca ted  i n  Ma t tapo i se t t  i n  1746 by t he  General Court  o f  Massachusetts. 
Probably captured by Eng l i sh  f o r ces  i n  no r t he rn  New England du r i ng  King 
George's War. i n  1683 "01 d  Rochester" ( i n c l u d e d  present  Ma t tapo i se t t )  
had a  wh i t e  popu la t i on  o f  60 f a m i l i e s .  F i r s t  r epo r ted  popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  
(1758) l i s t e d  M a t t a p o i s e t t  (2nd P r e c i n c t  o f  Rochester) hav ing 250 r e s i -  
dents, 30 dy ing  t h a t  year  as a  r e s u l t  o f  " p u t r i d  f e v e r "  (Leonard 1907:119). 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns  

Expanding w h i t e  se t t lement  encroaching on n a t i v e  se t t lement  area, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p reva len t  i n  M a t t a p o i s e t t  Harbor w i t h  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  development 
o f  sh ipp ing  f a c i l i t i e s .  Some n a t i v e  coas ta l  occupat ion on Connett Po in t ,  
poss ib l e  res idence o f  W i l l i a m  Connett, a  l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  Ma t tapo i se t t  
na t i ve ,  and M a t t a p o i s e t t  Neck, suspected se t t lement  l o c a t i o n  o f  Pigwacket 
Ind ians .  L i k e l y  con t inued  i n l a n d  occupat ion on Towsers Neck and Tinkham 
H i l l .  King P h i l i p ' s  War probably  had minimal impact on t h e  wh i t e  
community s ince  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i t e  se t t lement  postdated t he  c o n f l i c t .  
S e t t l e r s  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  a rea ' s  meadowlands, woodlands and ex tens ive  
c o a s t l i n e  and she i t e red  harbor .  E a r l i e s t  postwar se t t lement  i n i t i a t e d  
c. 1680. Estab l ishment  o f  se t t lement  nodes i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  Hammond 
(~ammondtown) and bar low cemeter ies and Pine I s 1  and Road. Add i t i ona l  
l a t e  77 th  cen tu ry  se t t lement  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Matapo ise t t  
R iver .  John Hammond House c .  1700 ad jacen t  t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  Fairhaven 
Road and t h e  Ma t tapo i se t t  R i ve r .  18 th  cen tu ry  se t t lement  on Main S t r e e t  
and M a t t a p o i s e t t  Neck. Set t lement  o f  S c i t u a t e  r e s i d e n t s  c .  1725 c l u s t e r e d  
about Wolf I s l a n d  Road V i l l a g e  ("Macedonia"), e rec ted  i t s  own church 
w ~ t h i n  community cen te r .  La te  17 th  cen tu ry  and 18 th  cen tu ry  deveiopment 
r e s u l t e d  i n  successfu l  p e t i t i o n  f o r  estab l ishment  o f  2nd P rec inc t  o f  
Rochester ( M a t t a p o i s e t t )  . Meetinghouse e rec ted  c .  1737 on i 'Z ion 's  Hi1 1  " 
ad jacen t  t o  Hammond Cemetery. A new s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  on o r i g i n a l  
meetinghouse foundat ion  c. i772,  probably  t o  accomodate expanding popu la t ion .  

D. Economic Base: 

Ser ious d i s r u p t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  subs is tence rounds as a  r e s u l t  o f  expanding 
wh i t e  se t t lement .  L i m i t e d  access t o  coas ta l  resources. Increased n a t i v e  
adopt ion o f  sedentary l i f e s t y l e - - f a r m i n g ,  h i r e d  l abo r ,  household servants ,  
whal ing. Many dependent on w h i t e  community f o r  bas i c  subs is tence i tems. 
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  lumbering, f i s h i n g ,  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and t r a d e  were t he  pr imary 
p u r s u i t s  o f  t he  w h i t e  popu la t ion .  Increased emphasis on commercial c rop and 
l i v e s t o c k  p roduc t ion .  Local  farmers engaged i n  seasonal lumbering, t a r  and 
t u r p e n t i n e  p roduc t ion .  Commercial f i s h i n g  ( f r eshwa te r  and o f f s h o r e )  
probabiy  undertaken d u r i n g  i n i t i a l  post-war se t t lement .  F i s h  we i r  e rec ted  
a t  j u n c t i o n  o f  M a t t a p o i s e t t  R i ve r  and Fairhaven Road c.  1700. F i r s t  evidence 
o f  whal ing i n  t h e  1730s, an a d d i t i o n a l  pa r t - t ime  p u r s u i t  o f  some farmers.  
Whaling, however, n o t  w e l l  es tab l i shed  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry .  Pre-1700 
smal l  sca le  s h i p b u i l d i n g  o c c u r r i n g  p r i m a r i l y  on i n l a n d  s i t e s .  Formal sh ip -  
b u i l d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  p robab ly  es tab l i shed  c.  1740 near t h e  Ma t tapo i se t t  R iver  
mouth. Trade w i t h  Nantucket, Newport (R . I . ) ,  New York and Savannah, Georgia, 
i n v o l v i n g  exchange o f  l o c a l  produce f o r  r i c e ,  co t ton ,  e t c .  Shipp ing complex 
developed a t  head o f  M a t t a p o i s e t t  Harbor i n  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  
L i m i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  probably  due t o  a r e a ' s  smal l  number o f  streams 
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capable o f  powering these opera t ions .  Only one repo r ted  pre-1775 m i l l  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  g r i s t m i l l  es tab l i shed  by Richard Church c .  1725-35 on 
t he  Ma t tapo i se t t  R i ve r  a t  t h e  p resen t  Mat tapo ise t t IRoches te r  l i n e .  
Poss ib ly  two sawmi l ls  and two g r i s t m i l l s  p reda t i ng  1775 on t he  Mat ta-  
p o i s e t t  R i ve r  n o r t h  o f  r i v e r  and Fairhaven Road j u n c t i o n .  A  poss ib l e  
pre-1775 sawmil l  on stream feed ing  i n t o  Eel Pond (see 1794 Rochester 
map). 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  Comparat ively few b u i l d i n g s  o f  t he  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  
su rv i ve  i n  Ma t tapo i se t t .  O f  these, t h e  e a r l i e s t  da te  t o  t he  1740s w i t h  
no houses o f  t h e  p e r i o d  1675-1725 known t o  su rv i ve .  The e a r l i e s t  
b u i  1  d i ng  ( I v o r y  Hovey House, c.  1740) known i s  a  gambrel - roofed,  cen te r -  
chimney co t tage .  Whi le cen te r  chimney co t tages  were probably  t he  most 
common houseform, most o f  t he  o t h e r  s u r v i v i n g  18 th -cen tu ry  houses i n  
Ma t tapo i se t t  a r e  a  f u l l  two s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t ;  these a re  few i n  number 
w i t h  examples known a t  t h e  town cen te r  on Church S t r e e t  and on Acushnet 
Road ( "01 d  Manse", Lebaron House, 1776). These houses a r e  s imply  
d e t a i l e d  w i t h  pedimented Georgian surrounds a t  t h e  entrance; t h e  
Legaron House i nco rpo ra tes  t w i n  i n t e r i o r  chimneys, demonstrat ing t h a t  
by t he  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  c e n t e r - h a l l  p lans were i n  use a t  l e a s t  f o r  more 
s u b s t a n t i a l  houses. A t  l e a s t  one p o t e n t i a l l y  e a r l y  center-chimney house 
w i t h  a  r a r e  three-bay cen te r -en te red  facade stands on M a t t a p o i s e t t  
Neck Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  meetinghouse i n  M a t t a p o i s e t t  was b u i l t  
c. 1736 when t h e  Second Par ish  o f  Rochester was es tab l i shed .  The b u i l d -  
i n g  was a  smal l  square s t r u c t u r e ,  25'  x  25 '  w i t h  g a l l e r i e s .  The meet ing- 
house was rep laced  c .  1772. 

F. Observat ions: 

Community development c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and marine based 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Economic and demographic growth f a c i l i t a t e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
estab l ishment  as a  semi-autonomous p r e c i n c t  o f  Rochester. However, 
t he  community's l a c k  o f  i r o n  p roduc t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  probably  r e s u l t e d  i n  
r e l i a n c e  on Middleboro and Rochester opera t ions .  The p resen t  town's  
con t inued  low degree o f  development, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t he  i n l a n d  areas, 
suggests a  h i gh  1  i ke l  i hood o f  s u r v i v i n g  Co lon ia l  Per iod  a rchaeo log ica l  
s i t e s .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

S h i f t  o f  town cen te r  t o  Ma t tapo i se t t  Harbor by e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  
r e o r i e n t s  road  system w i t h  Nor th  S t r e e t  t o  S tu r t evan t  M i l l  f rom Crys ta l  
Spr ing and improvement o f  coas ta l  highway as Fairhaven-Marion Road (Route 6 ) .  

B. Populat ion:  Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
i n  1857. Fr iends Meeting House on Marion Road near  Marion Border 1827. 
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Set t lement :  

By 1775 r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t lement  i n  M a t t a p o i s e t t  concentrated a t  Mat ta-  
p o i s e t t  V i l l a g e  on t h e  Harbor. A secondary node was i n  ex is tence  a t  the  
area c a l l e d  Pine I s l a n d  (bounded by Marion, Prospect and Pine I s l a n d  
Roads.) Other sma l le r  nodes a t  Tinkhamtown and a t  Hammondtown. 

D. Economic Base: 

M a t t a p o i s e t t ' s  development as a  f l o u r i s h i n g  seapor t  was slower than 
Mar ion 's ;  i t s  harbor  was more exposed and f a r  l e s s  capacious. Nevertheless, 
as e a r l y  as 1752 Nor th  R i ve r  s h i p b u i l d e r s  had begun b u i l d i n g  vessels  i n  
t h e  town. Ch ie f  among them, Gideon Barstow, Sr .  (1738-1826) whose a r r i v a l  
c. 1765 f rom Hanover i s  s a i d  t o  have g i ven  a  new s t a r t  t o  t h e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
i ndus t r y ,  beginn ing t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  l a r g e r  sh ips  than was poss ib l e  i n  
t h e  shal lower  harbor  a t  Marion. A f t e r  a  b r i e f  h i a t u s  du r i ng  t h e  Embargo 
and t h e  War o f  1812, ex tens ive  s h i p b u i l d i n g  began w i t h  as many as seven 
yards i n  ope ra t i on  a t  one t ime. Wrote one a u t h o r i t y  i n  1815: " the  p r o x i m i t y  
o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t o  Fairhaven and New Bedford i d e n t i f i e s  i t, as i t  were, w i t h  
t he  mar i t ime e n t e r p r i s e s  o f  those p laces . "  " Q u i t e  a  number o f  mechanic 
shops, connected p r i n c i p a l l y  w i t h  t he  s h i p b u i l d i n g  bus iness"  were b u i l t  a long 
Water S t ree t ,  among them ropewalks, s a i l  l o f t s ,  and t he  l i k e .  The depth 
o f  water a t  t h e  wharves made t h e  p o r t  more a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  whalers, and bo th  
M a t t a p o i s e t t  and Marion had an ex tens ive  merchant and coas t i ng  t rade .  

Wi th  t h e  impo r t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on West I n d i a n  s a l t ,  t h e  town developed 
a  l a r g e  number o f  s a l t  works; as l a t e  as 1837, 18 were recorded i n  Mat ta-  
p o i s e t t  and Marion toge ther ,  though t he  m a j o r i t y  were l o c a t e d  i n  Marion. 

M a t t a p o i s e t t ' s  waterpower supp l i ed  a  number o f  sawmi l ls  supp ly ing  sh ip  
t imber  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g r i s t  and s h i n g l e  m i l l s .  

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  A  g r e a t e r  number o f  houses were b u i l t  i n  and su rv i ve  f rom 
the  Federal p e r i o d  than do f rom the  Co lon ia l ;  t h i s  inc rease  r e f l e c t s  t he  
expansion o f  t he  economic base du r i ng  t he  per iod .  The g r e a t e s t  concentra- 
t i o n  o f  houses occurs a t  t h e  town cen te r  where a  g r i d  o f  s t r e e t s  was l a i d  
o u t  on t he  Harbor. Center and t w i n  i n t e r i o r  chimney p lan  co t tages  were b u i l t  
i n  somewhat g r e a t e r  number than two-s to ry  houses, b u t  i n  genera l ,  t h e  two- 
s t o r y  houses a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  main s t r e e t s  ( i . e . ,  Church and Main) 
w i t h  t h e  sma l le r  co t tages  b u i l t  a long secondary s t r e e t s .  Wi th  a c t i v e  
p rese rva t i on  s ince  t h e  1  a t e  1 9 t h  cen twry when Mat tapoi  s e t t  became an impor tant  
summer r e s o r t ,  most p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  have r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l i n g ;  
g e n e r a l l y  t h i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  segmental arched door  surrounds w i t h  s i d e l i g h t s  
b u t  no f a n  o r  transom l i g h t .  Secondary Federal  p e r i o d  se t t lements  occur  
a t  Tinkhamtown (where a  center-chimney co t t age  w i t h  an unusual and conserva- 
t i v e  two-s to ry  porch stands) a long  Park S t r e e t  and on Prospect Road a t  
Pine I s l a n d  Road. Al though o t h e r  houseforms a r e  known, i n c l u d i n g  t w i n  
rea r -wa l l  chimney houses and a t  l e a s t  one h ip- roofed,  center-chimney house 
(on Prospect a t  Pine I s 1  and Road), few houses o r  co t tages  o f  1  ess than the  
standard f i ve -bay ,  doub le -ce l led  p l a n  were cons t ruc ted  a t  Ma t tapo i se t t ;  
s i m i l a r l y  o n l y  one double co t t age  was observed. That most residences o f  the  
p e r i o d  were o f  t he  more s u b s t a n t i a l  doub le -ce l led  form i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  town's  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  Federal  pe r i od .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t h i r d  meetinghouse o f  t he  Second Par ish  was b u i l t  
on County S t r e e t  i n  1816; a  two-s to ry  gab le - roo fed  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an 
octagonal domed be1 f r y  and p r o j e c t i n g  porch, t h e  meetinghouse was converted 
i n  1854 t o  t he  M a t t a p o i s e t t  Academy. Other churches o f  t he  p e r i o d  i nc l ude  
t he  1821 F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  Church ( 4 2 '  x  32 '  x 1 4 ' )  on Church S t r e e t  and the  
F r i ends '  Meetinghouse on Route 6  a t  Aucoot Road ( 3 2 '  x 25 '  x  l o ' ) ,  a  s t o r y -  
and-a-hal f  gable- roofed b u i l d i n g ,  two bays square, b u i l t  i n  1827. F i ve  
schools a re  known t o  have e x i s t e d  i n  M a t t a p o i s e t t  du r i ng  t h e  p e r i o d  b u t  
none a re  known t o  su rv i ve .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Highway systems remain f rom e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  o f  coas ta l  
r a i l  road f rom Wareham t o  Fairhaven (1854) on i n t e r i o r  r o u t e  through 
M a t t a p o i s e t t  Harbor across Eel Pond and Ma t tapo i se t t  R iver .  

B. Populat ion:  -- 

1860 i s  t h e  f i r s t  year  t h a t  separate popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  Ma t tapo i se t t ;  popu la t i on  1483 decl  i nes  t o  end o f  per iod .  (Popu la t ion  
1361 i n  1870.) 

C. Set t lement :  

Some growth o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t lement  con t inues  a t  M a t t a p o i s e t t  V i l l a g e  
and a t  Pine I s l a n d .  

D. Economic Base: 

Per iod  witnessed t he  peak o f  M a t t a p o i s e t t ' s  ma r i t ime  a c t i v i t i e s ,  made 
poss ib l e  by t h e  town 's  supe r i o r  deep-water wharves. Al though bo th  Marion 
and M a t t a p o i s e t t  engaged i n  whal ing, most whale sh ips  appear t o  have come 
ou t  o f  Ma t tapo i se t t .  Peak year  f o r  t he  two towns was 1855 when Ma t tapo i se t t  
recorded 16 whalers; Marion, 2. E a r l i e r  census years  reco rd  o n l y  t he  
combined Mar ion /Mat tapo ise t t  f i g u r e s ,  though these show steady growth from 
9  sh ips  i n  1837 t o  14 i n  1845. M a t t a p o i s e t t  sh ipyards,  too,  e x c e l l e d  those 
o f  Marion. F i ve  sh ips  were launched i n  1855 i n  Ma t tapo i se t t ;  one i n  
Marion. Much o f  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was t he  " l a s t  b u r s t  o f  a c t i v i t y "  as the  
r i s i n g  p r i c e  o f  sperm o i l  sen t  l a r g e  numbers o f  sh ips  a f t e r  t he  va luab le  
lamp f u e l .  Between 1851 and 1857 t he  t h r e e  remain ing yards b u i l t  33 sh ips 
f o r  the  whal ing i n d u s t r y .  Th is  a c t i v i t y  was brought  t o  a  sudden end by t he  
t h r e e - f o l  d  ca lam i t y  which h i t  t he  whal i n g  and sh ipbu i  1  d i ng  i n d u s t r y :  
d iscovery  of petroleum i n  1856; t h e  Panic o f  1857; and t h e  C i v i l  War, when 
Confederate c r u i s e r s  harrassed New England whalers. 

The second l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  r epo r ted  i n  1865 a f t e r  whal i n g  (which 
i n  t h a t  year  r epo r ted  o n l y  two sh ips )  was t h e  manufacture o f  rope horse 
ha1 t e r s  ( w i t h  excess mar i t ime  cordage).  Two shops produced annual l y  
$12,000 worth. (One was operated by George Pur r ing ton ,  J r . ,  l a t e r  a  sub- 
s t a n t i a l  town benefactor .  ) 
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I X .  

Farms numbered 104 i n  1865 w h i l e  f o u r  smal l  sawmi l ls  and a  maker o f  
cab ine t  f u r n i t u r e  (compass cases and t h e  l i k e )  rounded ou t  M a t t a p o i s e t t ' s  
economic a c t i v i t y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : M a t t a p o i s e t t ' s  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  con t inued  w e l l  i n t o  
t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  many we1 1  -de ta i  1  ed and s u b s t a n t i a l  cot tages and houses 
b u i l t  a t  t h e  town cen te r  and a long Park, Nor th  and Marion S t ree t s  and 
Fairhaven and Prospect Roads. The t r a d i t i o n a l  center -entered t w i n  i n t e r i o r  
o r  center-chimney f i ve -bay  co t t age  was updated and enlarged i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
w i t h  s i de  e l l s  and l a r g e  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  facade gables used e i t h e r  i n  p a i r s  
o r  s i n g l y ;  w i t h  e l l  and gables, t h i s  co t t age  form assumed s t a t u s  as 
ambi t ious midd le -c lass  housing w h i i e  o t h e r  sma l le r  and more modest ly d e t a i l e d  
co t tages  were developed a t  t h e  l e s s e r  end o f  t he  sca le .  Subs tan t i a l  houses 
f o r  t he  p e r i o d  a r e  concentrated a t  t he  town cen te r  and on Nor th  Avenue w i t h  
more modest housing t o  t h e  eas t  on Aucoot Road and a long Fairhaven Road/ 
County S t r e e t  (Route 6 ) .  Most o f  t h e  small e r  co t tages  a r e  broad-gab1 ed 
Greek Reviva l  co t tages  w i t h  three-bay, cen te r -en te red  facades on an end- 
gable o r i e n t a t i o n .  The s i d e h a l l  p l a n  was n o t  w ide l y  adopted u n t i l  r e l a t i v e l y  
l a t e  i n  t he  per iod;  a  few more s u b s t a n t i a l  two-s to ry  Greek Revival  s i d e h a l l  
houses a r e  known a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  b u t  most s i d e h a l l  p l an  s t r u c t u r e s  a re  
l a t e r  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  two-s to ry  houses, s i d e n a l l  cot tages be ing 
somewhat l e s s  common than usual f o r  t h e  per iod .  By t h e  end o f  t he  p e r i o d  
ds w e l l  kneewall c o n s t r u c t i o n  was i n  use t o  p rov ide  a d d i t i o n a l  space i n  
a r t i sana i /wo rke rs  housing. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1842, a  new Congregat ional  Church was const ructed.  
Designed by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t / b u i l d e r  Solomon K. Eaton, t he  church i s  a  two- 
s t o r y  Greek Reviva l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  Dor ic  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s  and a  two-stage 
square b e l f r y  w i t h  peaked parapet  and a c r o t e r i a .  I n  1854, t he  o l d  
Congregataional church was conver ted t o  use as t he  Ma t tapo i se t t  Academy 
and updated w i t h  Romanesque Reviva l  d e t a i l i n g .  Also funded were a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
church (1838) and an Adven t i s t  church (1841) .  

Commercial: Several s to ry -and-a-ha l f  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  shops 
were b u i l t  i n  t he  town cen te r  d u r i n g  t he  per iod ;  these have gable- roofs  and 
three-bay facades w i t h  cen te r  entrances. A lso known i s  a  one story-and-a- 
h a l f  Greek Reviva l  c a r v e r s '  shop w i t h  some carved i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l  i n t a c t  
as we l l  as severa l  sh ipyard  shops o f  s i m i l a r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The Ma t tapo i se t t  
Inn, a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  gable-roofed Greek Reviva l  h o t e l  w i t h  an 
e igh t -bay  facade, was a l s o  b u i l t  du r i ng  t he  pe r i od ,  c.  1850. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  and best -preserved i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  the  p e r i o d  i s  t he  Ned's P o i n t  L i g h t  (1835), a  round l i gh thouse  w i t h  an 
octagonal lamp e n c i r c l e d  by an i r o n  ba lus t rade .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 191 5) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Continued improvement of coas ta l  c o r r i d o r  between New Bedford and Cape 
Cod w i t h  t r o l l e y  r o u t e  through M a t t a p o i s e t t  cen te r  on Fairhaven-Main-Church 
S t ree t s  t o  Marion Road (Route 6 ) .  
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B .  Population: 

Population decline noted in previous period continues t o  the turn of 
the century, then increases t o  the end of the period. Foreign born popu- 
l a t i on  of 50 in 1885 increases t o  226 in 1915. Portugese population 
grows from 20% of foreign born t o t a l  in 1885 t o  68% of foreign born to ta l  
in 1915. 

C .  Settlement: 

Summer r e so r t  development along waterfront of Mattapoisett Village by 
beginning of the period. Some summer development a t  Antassawamock, 
Crescent Beach, Brant Island and along Beacon S t r ee t  t o  Ned Point Light. 

D.  Economic Base: 

Mat tapoise t t ' s  l a s t  shipyard closed in 1878. In an e f f o r t  t o  a t t r a c t  
new industry, Mattapoisett business men subscribed t o  the construction of 
a factory building. The only long-term tenant appears t o  have been a 
manufacturer of peanut roasting devices. Lumber products dominated much 
of the town's manufacturing: a large  box factory was bu i l t  near the 
ra i l road depot ($20,000 worth of boxes and kegs annually) ,  and A.  M .  Dexter 
manufactured s a m i l l  machinery in a machine shop on the Fairhaven Road. 
Five s a m i l  1 s produced over $10,000 worth of lumber in 1875. 

During the 1870s, however, Mattapoisett began t o  a t t r a c t  summer 
residents in increasing numbers, with an accompanying increase in town 
valuation. Farm land complemented the summer prosperity of the  seacoast-- 
a complexion t ha t  has l i t t l e  changed since.  

E .  Architecture: 

Residential : L i t t l e  construction occurred in the 1870s with some houses 
bu i l t  in the 1880s and an increasing number constructed in the 1890s and 
a f t e r  1900. In more des i rable  locations along the Harbor and especial ly 
a t  the town center  along Beacon S t r ee t  t o  Ned's Point and out Mattapoisett 
Neck t o  Shell Beach and Antassawamock, substantial  summer houses were bu i l t  
in the Colonial Revival and Shingle Styles.  Resort development a l so  
occurred a t  Crescent and Harbor Beaches where smaller vernacular Colonial 
Revival cottages were bu i l t  while in the town center  along North S t ree t  and 
Route 6 modest Craftsman and Colonial Revival cottages and houses were 
constructed f o r  year-round use. Many substantial  summer houses incorporate 
cobblestone masonry and Craftsman d e t a i l s ;  gambrel roofs are  common. 
Resort development a t  Crescent and Harbor Beaches consis ts  of smaller one- 
and-a-half s tory  shingled vernacular Queen Anne and Colonial Revival cottages 
with verandas and modest turned wood d e t a i l s ;  most of these have e i t he r  
sidehall  o r  cross-gabled L-plans. Year-round cottages along Route 6 and 
North S t r ee t  were b u i l t  in the Colonial Revival or  Craftsman s t y l e s ;  while 
some a re  substantial  houses, pa r t i cu la r ly  those on North S t r ee t ,  most 
period s t ructures  a r e  simple cottages with verandas and hip o r  gable-roofs 
with overhanging eaves and exposed r a f t e r s  in the Craftsman manner. Some 
very small cottages,  apparently only one room wide, were bu i l t  in the period, 
along Brant Isalnd and Aucoot Roads. 
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Inst i tut ional :  The Tinkhamtown Chapel, a one-story, gable-roofed 
vernacular Queen Anne structure with patterned shingles and a projecting 
porch, was bui l t  in 1589. Other insti tutional buildings include the 
Town Hall ( c .  1895) on Main Street ,  a two-and-a-half story hip-roofed 
Queen Anne building with tur re ts  and patterned shingles, a story-and-a- 
half shingled bellcote chapel (c .  1885) on Beacon Street ,  and the Matta- 
poisett  School (1898), a hip-roofed two-and-a-half story brick building 
with steep cross gables and elaborate Tudor Revival trim. 

X .  EARLY MODERN P E R I O D  (1915 - 1940) 

A .  Transportation Routes: 

Abandonment of s t reetcar  l ine  and improvement of coastal corridor as 
Route 6 auto highway to Cape Cod with bypass around Mattapoisett Center 
during 1930s. 

B.  Population: 

Population increases to  1915, post World War I drop in population 
alleviated by 1925 then continuous growth to  end of period. Steady growth 
through World War I1 and during post war period. 

C .  Settlement: 

Residential settlement represented primarily as i nf i 11 a1 ong existing 
roads and a t  existing nodes. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Continued development of Mattapoisett as a summer resort community. 
Most sawmi 11 s cease operation, t h o u g h  farming remains major occupation of 
inter ior  sections. Only identified new industry, Charles S.  Mendell's 
electrical parts factory, a business which moved from New Bedford in 
1917.  I n  Taunton and New Bedford the firm had pioneered in the manufacture 
of jack knife switches. 

E .  Architecture: 

Residential: Resort development continued a t  Crescent and Harbor Beaches 
with new development a t  Holly Woods and Brant Island. This construction 
along with limited residential construction along Route 6 consists of small 
Colonial Revival bungalows and cottages. More substantial construction 
i s  limited to a few Colonial Revival and Dutch Colonial houses and bunga- 
lows a t  the town center and on North Street .  

Commercial: The most significant construction of the period i s  the 
commercial building along Route 6 .  The auto-related commercial buildings 
of the town include several period gas s ta t ions,  an arched reinforced 
concrete bowling a1 1 ey ( c .  1938) and remnants of a t  least  one motor court, 
along with several simple vernacular roadhouse/restaurants as well as the 
pantiled, pagoda-roofed Cathay Restaurant. 
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

E x i s t i n g  survey f o r  M a t t a p o i s e t t  concentrates on Co lon ia l  and Federal 
p e r i o d  resources w i t h  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on o r  documentation o f  ex tens ive  
E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  l a t e r  19 th  cen tu ry  r e s o r t  development. 
S t y l i s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  mis in formed o r  poo r l y  comprehended. 
Whi le a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  areas a r e  i n d i c a t e d  on 
t he  base map, t h e r e  i s  no accompanying documentation. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
areas i d e n t i f i e d  i n  e x i s t i n g  survey, p o t e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t  a t  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  o f  Prospect and Pine I s l a n d  Roads and a t  Acushnet and C rys ta l  
Sp r i  ngs Roads. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  M a t t a p o i s e t t  r e t a i n s  l i t t l e  evidence o f  t he  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
and whal ing i n d u s t r i e s  which dominated her  19 th  cen tu ry  economy. Both 
Ned's P o i n t  L i g h t ,  t h e  stone 1837-38 l i gh thouse ,  and t h e  1832 Block Shop 
a t  15 Water S t r e e t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  by t he  town's  inven to ry .  Both 
should be considered Nat iona l  Reg is te r  e l i g i b l e ,  t he  l a t t e r  p o s s i b l y  as 
p a r t  of a  w a t e r f r o n t  d i s t r i c t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  stone wharves and Shipyard 
Park. 

U n i d e n t i f i e d  resources i nc l ude  t he  "Arch Br idge,  f o rmer l y  Wing's 
Br idge"  over  t he  M a t t a p o i s e t t  R i ve r  a t  the  s i t e  o f  t he  town m i l l s ,  ve ry  
p o s s i b l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  i n  date; and t he  Fairhaven Water Works, a  few 
hundred f e e t  downstream. A t  Tubmil 1  Brook on t h e  Fairhaven Road, a  l o c a l  
r e a l  t o r  has r e c e n t l y  undertaken an imag ina t i ve  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t he  stone 
foundat ions and sluiceway o f  t he  Dexter IBarnard sawmi l l .  The "Mat tapo ise t t  
Sawmil l "  on C rys ta l  Spr ings Road, p o s s i b l y  f rom c. 1900 i s  an unusual 
example s t i l l  i n  opera t ion .  S i t e s  of t he  town's o t h e r  saw and sh ing le  
m i l l s  should be i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  a rchaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l .  

Developmental Pressures: Most obvious commercial expansion ev iden t  
a long Route 6  bypass from I n t e r s t a t e  195 j u n c t i o n  (Nor th  S t r e e t ) ,  a l though 
Ma t tapo i se t t  Center r e t a i n s  conscious h i s t o r i c  q u a l i t y  a long ha rbo r f r on t .  
Coastal necks a r e  i n t e n s i v e l y  developed as suburban d i s t r i c t s  and cou ld  
s u f f e r  se r ious  damage f rom t r o p i c a l  hur r i canes .  
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