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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY:  Mashpee 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Mashpee i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Cape Cod, 
b o r d e r e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  by Sandwich,  i n  t h e  e a s t  by B a r n s t a b l e  and 
Nantucke t  Sound, i n  t h e  s o u t h  by Nan tucke t  Sound, and i n  t h e  west 
by Falmouth.  The townsh ip  i s  l o c a t e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  Mashpee 
Outwash P l a i n  w i t h  t h e  Sandwich Moraine t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  Sandwich 
and Bourne and t h e  Falmouth Moraine t o  t h e  west i n  Falmouth and 
Bourne.  Land s u r f a c e s  i n  t h e  town a r e  g e n e r a l l y  f a i r l y  l e v e l  and 
s l o p e  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  E l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  100 f e e t  o r  l e s s .  S o i l s  
i n  Mashpee a - re  sandy  loams and l e s s  rocky  t h a n  moraine a r e a s  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  and west. However, Mashpee s o i l s  a r e  s a i d  t o  be  l e s s  
c u l t i v a t e d  t h a n  o t h e r  Cape a r e a s ,  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  s o i l s  n e a r  and 
around l a r g e  ponds.  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  Mashpee i s  a  wooded township  w i t h  some oak ,  b u t  mos t ly  
p i t c h  p i n e .  I t  h a s  been  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  by 1800 o n l y  1 , 2 0 0  a c r e s  of 
c l e a r e d  l a n d  e x i s t e d  (Deyo 1890: 707) .  The Mashpee woods which 
j o i n  w i t h  t h o s e  of Sandwich and Falmouth a f f o r d  a  good r ange  f o r  
d e e r .  

D r a i n a g e  i n  Mashpee i s  g e n e r a l l y  from n o r t h  t o  s o u t h ,  t h r o u g h  
numerous r i v e r s ,  c r e e k s ,  l a k e s ,  ponds ,  and swamps. S e v e r a l  k e t t l e  
h o l e  ponds and d e p r e s s i o n s  e x i s t  a s  w e l l .  Mashpee/Wakeby Pond i s  
t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  town a l o n g  w i t h  numerous s m a l l e r  ponds ,  
i n c l u d i n g  J o h n ' s ,  Ashumet, and S a n t u i t  ponds.  

Two main h a r b o r  a r e a s  e x i s t  a l o n g  Mashpee 's  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t l i n e .  
One h a r b o r ,  Popponesse t  Bay, forms  a  p a r t i a l  e a s t e r n  boundary of 
t h e  t ownsh ip .  The o t h e r  h a r b o r ,  Waquoit Bay, forms  a  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  w i t h  Falmouth.  Both h a r b o r s  a r e  b a r r e d  
a t  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e s .  S e v e r a l  s a l t  ponds ,  b a y s ,  and r i v e r s  a l s o  
c r o s s c u t  Mashpee r s  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t l i n e .  From e a s t  t o  west t h e s e  
a r e a s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Quashnet  R i v e r ,  Red Brook,  Hamblin Pond, L i t t l e  
and G r e a t  r i v e r s ,  Sage  Lot  Pond, Popponesse t  Creek ,  Ockway Bay, 
Mashpee R i v e r ,  S h o e s t r i n g  Bay, Quake r  Run, and t h e  S a n t u i t  R i v e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

A " s i x - m i l e  squa re"  n a t i v e  r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Mashpee I n d i a n s  was 
p r o c u r e d  by R icha rd  Bourne of Sandwich i n  1660. D e s i r a b l e  l a n d s  
were s u b s e q u e n t l y  annexed by s u r r o u n d i n g  towns.  I n  1700 a  l a r g e  
t r a c t  on Waquoit Bay i n  t h e  west was t a k e n  by  Falmouth,  f o l l o w e d  
by t h e  l o s s  of n o r t h e r n  t e r r i t o r y  t o  Sandwich,  and t h e  t r a n s f e r  of 
C o t u i t  t o  B a r n s t a b l e .  Mashpee was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a n  I n d i a n  Lands 
D i s t r i c t  i n  1763. T h i s  s t a t u s  was revoked i n  1797,  when t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  was made a  p l a n t a t i o n .  D i s t r i c t  s t a t u s  was 
r e e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1834. The e a s t e r n  boundary w i t h  B a r n s t a b l e  was 
a d j u s t e d  i n  1795 ,  1894 ,  and 1916. Nor the rn  boundary changes  w i t h  
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Sandwich were made i n  1859 ,  1860,  1887,  and 1905. Mashpee was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town i n  1870. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Mashpee i s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  community w i t h  m i l i t a r y  b a s e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  p r i m a r y  Cape Cod s o u t h  s h o r e  c o r r i d o r  runn ing  
between Mashpee Pond and G r e a t  Neck on Vineyard  Sound. N a t i v e  
s i t e s  a r e  l i k e l y  a t  many c o a s t a l ,  r i v e r i n e  and p o n d s i d e  
l o c a t i o n s .  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  were c o n s o l i d a t e d  a s  
r e s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  s e t  o f f  i n  1660 t h r o u g h  e f f o r t s  of C h r i s t i a n  
m i s s i o n a r y  R icha rd  Bourne. N a t i v e  c h u r c h  i n  1670 n o r t h e a s t  of 
S a n t u i t  Pond. T e r r i t o r y  used  a s  n a t i v e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp a f t e r  
King P h i l i p ' s  War. P l a n t a t i o n  remained unde r  c o n t r o l  of S o c i e t y  
f o r  P r o p a g a t i n g  t h e  Gospel i n  New England t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y .  Meet inghouse  was r e l o c a t e d  t o  a  more c e n t r a l  s i t e  i n  
1717. Autonomous d i s t r i c t  s t a t u s  was f i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  i n  1763 ,  b u t  
was revoked i n  1789 a s  p a r t  of e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l  g rowing ,  
h e t e r o g e n e o u s ,  nonwhi te  p o p u l a t i o n .  Loca l  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l  of 
t h e  e a r l y  1830s l e d  t o  an  1833 u p r i s i n g  f o r  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of d i s t r i c t  s t a t u s  i n  1834. 
D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  1 8 t h  
and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  w i t h  c r a n b e r r y  bog development  a f t e r  1850. 
Pos twar  e x p a n s i o n  of O t i s  A i r  Base h a s  e n t e r e d  n o r t h w e s t e r n  
t e r r i t o r y  n o r t h  of  J o h n ' s  Pond. Mid-20th c e n t u r y  s h o r e l i n e  
c o t t a g e  development  h a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o a s t  
from S u c c o n n e s s e t  P o i n t  t o  Popponesse t  Beach. R e c e n t ,  i n t e n s i v e  
suburb  and condominium development  of N e w  Seabury  h a s  ex t ended  
from P i n e  Tree  Corner  a l o n g  Grea t  Neck Road t o  S o u t h  Mashpee and 
t h e  Ockway Bay-Popponesset  a r e a .  S c a t t e r e d  l a t e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s  s u r v i v e ,  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  Route  130  and Waquoit 
Road, a l t h o u g h  some abandonment h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  Suburban 
p r e s s u r e s  f rom Falmouth and B a r n s t a b l e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  
i n t e n s i v e ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  r ema in ing  s t r u c t u r e s ,  r u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s ,  and 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

I n f e r r e d  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  from Cape Cod Bay/ Shawme Lake f o c u s  
between Mashpee and S a n t u i t  ponds on Sandwich -Co tu i t  Road. 
A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  i n f e r r e d  wes t  of Mashpee Pond on Route  130 ,  w i t h  
sou thwes t  b r a n c h  on Falmouth-Sandwich Road. Con jec tu red  s o u t h e r n  
b r a n c h  between Quashnet and Mashpee r i v e r s  t o  Grea t  Neck and 
Ockway Bay on L o v e l l s  Road-Waquoit Road-Great  Neck Road. 
N o r t h e a s t  c o n n e c t o r  c o n j e c t u r e d  on Old B a r n s t a b l e  Road t o  
abandoned way a l o n g  Quashnet  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  n o r t h  of Johns  Pond. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

No d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  on which t o  b a s e  e s t i m a t e s  of 
Con tac t  p e r i o d  N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s .  However, i n  most 
p r o b a b i l i t y  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  d i d  e x i s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
Waquoit Bay and Popponesse t  Bay a r e a s  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n s h i p ' s  
s o u t h e r n  s h o r e .  P o p u l a t i o n s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  major  
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r i v e r i n e  and l a k e / p o n d s i d e  l o c a t i o n s  a s  w e l l .  E a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
p l a g u e s  and ep idemics  undoub ted ly  reduced  p o p u l a t i o n s .  No 
Europeans r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  township  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Mashpee d u r i n g  t h e  Con tac t  
p e r i o d .  However, some c o n t a c t  between N a t i v e  Americans and 
Europeans i n  t h i s  a r e a  undoub ted ly  took  p l a c e ,  a s  European 
e x p l o r e r s  and f i s h e r m e n  f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  long  b e f o r e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  p r o b a b l y  
e x i s t e d  between Mashpee a r e a  N a t i v e s  and Dutch and E n g l i s h  t r a d e r s  
who t r a d e d  from t h e  Ap tuxce t  P o s t  a r e a  i n  p r e s e n t - d a y  Bourne n o r t h  
of Falmouth on B u z z a r d ' s  Bay. 

Numerous s o u r c e s  of e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e  N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  
had s e t t l e d  t h e  Mashpee a r e a  f o r  some t ime  p r i o r  t o  European 
c o n t a c t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no s p e c i f i c  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  
a r e  known f o r  t h e  Mashpee a r e a .  However, known s i t es  of t h i s  
p e r i o d  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  B a r n s t a b l e  and occupy s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  s i m i l a r  
t o  p o t e n t i a l  a r e a s  i n  Mashpee. The Waquoit Bay and Popponesse t  
Bay a r e a s  and t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  e s t u a r i e s  r e p r e s e n t  p o t e n t i a l  a r e a s  
f o r  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  from t h e  
Falmouth s i d e  of Waquoit Bay a l s o  i n d i c a t e  a  L a t e  Woodland 
s e t t l e m e n t  l o c u s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Thus,  w h i l e  known L a t e  Woodland 
and C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  may n o t  be  p r e s e n t ,  t h e i r  absence  may 
s imp ly  be  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  u n d e r r e p o r t i n g  of s i t e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t h e i r  absence .  

While e x a c t  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  unknown, N a t i v e  
American p l a c e  names p r o v i d e  c l u e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which n a t i v e s  
e i t h e r  i n h a b i t e d  a n d / o r  used t h e  Mashpee a r e a .  For  example,  
Mashpee i t s e l f  i s  a  n a t i v e  name which,  d u r i n g  c o l o n i a l  t i m e s  was 
o f t e n  s p e l l e d  Marshpee,  Massapee,  Mashpoag, and Mahtepos.  O the r  
names f o r  v a r i o u s  l and fo rms  and w e t l a n d s  a r e  a l s o  d e r i v e d  from 
N a t i v e  American r o o t s .  These i n c l u d e  S a n t u i t ,  Ashumet, 
P o p p o n e s s e t ,  Q u a s h n e t ,  and many more. 

Thus,  w h i l e  s p e c i f i c  Woodland and C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes a r e  unknown 
f o r  t h e  Mashpee a r e a ,  l o c a l  env i ronmen t s  i n  t h e  town, known s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns and n a t i v e  p l a c e  names f o r  t h e  
Mashpee a r e a  i n d i c a t e  a  h i g h  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was used by 
N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  known n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  occup ied  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  P l a n t a t i o n  and 
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d s .  L a t e  Woodland and C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  shou ld  
b e  found i n  t h i s  a r e a .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  
r e g i o n a l  t r e n d s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  such  a s  t i d a l  
r i v e r s ,  e s t u a r i e s ,  and ponds.  Areas  n e a r  s h e l l f i s h  beds  and 
anadromous f i s h  r u n s  may p r o v e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good l o c a t i o n s .  
I n l a n d  a r e a s  n e a r  ponds and r i v e r s  may a l s o  p rove  good s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  a s  w e l l .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S i n c e  European s e t t l e m e n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Mashpee a r e a  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  European s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  of 
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t h e  N a t i v e  American i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  While some food  was 
undoub ted ly  c a r r i e d  w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n ,  
t h e  b u l k  of t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  was p r o b a b l y  s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  
h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of w i ld  p l a n t s ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  and 
t h e  t r a d i n g ,  s t e a l i n g ,  o r  p u r c h a s e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r n ,  
b e a n s ,  e t c . )  from t h e  l o c a l  N a t i v e  Americans.  

N a t i v e  American s u b s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  
Mashpee a r e a  was p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  Cape 
a r e a s .  The combined u s e  of w i ld  and d o m e s t i c a t e d  food  r e s o u r c e s  
formed t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  sys tem.  I t  i s  unknown a t  
p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  when a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  N a t i v e  Americans of t h e  Cape 
a r e a .  However, by t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  of 
c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  and squash  were b e i n g  produced  f o r  s t o r a g e  and ,  a t  
times, f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  I n  
Mashpee, a l o n g  t h e  Nan tucke t  Sound, s e v e r a l  a r e a s  of s h e l l f i s h  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t .  Among them, t h e  Waquoit Bay and 
Popponesse t  Bay a r e  t h e  most no tewor thy .  Waquoit Bay c o n t a i n s  
mixed s h e l l f i s h  beds  a s  w e l l  a s  l a r g e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of quahaug 
( M e r c e n a r i a  m e r c e n a r i a )  and bay s c a l l o p  (Ar o  e c t i n  i r r o d i a n s ) .  
P o p ~ o n e s s e t  Bay a l s o  c o n t a i n s  mixed shell*and 
c o n t e n t r a t e d  a r e a s  of s o f t  s h e l l e d  clam (- a r e n a r i a ) ,  quahaug,  
bay s c a l l o p ,  and o y s t e r  ( C r a s s o s t r e a  v i r g i n i c a ) .  Popponesse t  Bay 
h a s  been  r e p o r t e d  t o  have some of t h e  f i n e s t  o y s t e r  g rounds  on t h e  
s o u t h e r n  s h o r e  of t h e  Cape. The lower  r e a c h e s  of t h e  Mashpee and 
S a n t u i t  r i v e r s  a l s o  c o n t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  o y s t e r  b e d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  s h e l l f i s h  b e d s ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t l i n e  of Mashpee a l s o  
p r e s e n t l y  c o n t a i n s  a  number of anadromous f i s h  r u n s  a s  w e l l .  
A l e w i f e  r u n s  may be found i n  t h e  Quashne t  R i v e r  and J o h n ' s  Pond, 
t h e  Mashpee R i v e r ,  and Mashpee/Wakeby ponds and t h e  S a n t u i t  R i v e r  
and S a n t u i t  Pond. Numerous r u n s  may a l s o  have e x i s t e d  i n  o t h e r  
a r e a s  a s  w e l l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l e w i v e s ,  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of f i s h  were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  Mashpee a r e a ,  b o t h  i n  f r e s h  and s a l t  w a t e r .  I n  f r e s h w a t e r  
s t r e a m s  and ponds ,  t r o u t ,  b a s s ,  p i c k e r e l ,  and o t h e r  s p e c i e s  would 
have been  a v a i l a b l e .  A t  one t i m e  Mashpee t r o u t  were r e p o r t e d  t o  
demand a  h i g h e r  p r i c e  t h a n  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  New England a r e a .  I n  
s a l t w a t e r  a r e a s  such  a s  t i d a l  ponds ,  c o v e s ,  Nantucke t  Sound, and 
p o s s i b l y  o f f  s h o r e  a r e a s ,  numerous s p e c i e s  of f i s h  would have been 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  of t h e  y e a r .  These s p e c i e s  i n c l u d e d  
s e a  b a s s ,  s t r i p e d  b a s s ,  e e l ,  t a u t o g ,  b l u e f i s h ,  f l o u n d e r ,  c o n n e r s ,  
c o d ,  haddock,  smelt, f r o s t  f i s h ,  s c u p ,  and o t h e r s .  I n  t h e  
Nantucke t  Sound and o f f s h o r e  a r e a s ,  p e l l a g i c  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  t u n a  
and s w o r d f i s h  would a l s o  have been  a v a i l a b l e .  Sea mammals such  a s  
whales  and s e a l s  would a l s o  have been  p r e s e n t  and a v a i l a b l e  a long  
c o a s t a l  a r e a s  and i n  t h e  sound. 

The w e t l a n d s  and f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  of Mashpee p r o v i d e d  numerous 
s p e c i e s  of mammals f o r  h u n t i n g .  Wolves were p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  
d e e r ,  muskra t ,  o t t e r s ,  mink, r a c c o o n ,  and o t h e r  f u r b e a r e r s .  
Mashpee h a s  a lways  been  known f o r  e x c e l l e n t  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g .  
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V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  r o u t e s  remained i n  u s e  by n a t i v e s  and by Europeans 
a s  c o n n e c t o r s  between s u r r o u n d i n g  towns.  Main r o u t e s  i n c l u d e d  
Sandwich -Co tu i t  Road, Sandwich-Falmouth Road, and Old B a r n s t a b l e  
Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  on which s y s t e m a t i c  e s t i m a t e s  of 
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  p o p u l a t i o n s  c a n  be  made. Few, i f  a n y ,  Europeans 
l i v e d  i n  Mashpee. R i c h a r d  Bourne owned l a n d  i n  Mashpee i n  1661,  
b u t  p r o b a b l y  l i v e d  on h i s  fa rm i n  Sandwich. N a t i v e  American 
p o p u l a t i o n s  were p r e s e n t .  I n  1672 ,  237 I n d i a n s  o r  " n a t i v e s "  were 
r e p o r t e d .  A l so ,  i n  1674 ,  90 I n d i a n s  were r e p o r t e d  a s  b a p t i z e d  
w i t h  27 l i s t e d  a s  i n  f u l l  communion a s  c h u r c h  members. O t h e r  
n a t i v e s  were  undoub ted ly  p r e s e n t  who were n o t  b a p t i z e d  and i n  
communion. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Europeans d i d  n o t  own l a n d  i n  Mashpee u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  (1661)  when R i c h a r d  Bourne pu rchased  l a n d  from t h e  n a t i v e s  
on Waquoit Harbor  and p a r c e l s  e a s t  and s o u t h  of Mashpee Pond. 
However, t h i s  p u r c h a s e  d i d  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  a  t r e n d  of  European 
s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  Bourne was a  l a n d  
t e n a n t  i n  t h e  Mashpee a r e a ;  o t h e r  Europeans may have been t e n a n t s  
a l s o .  

While e x a c t  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  a r e  unknown, N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  
were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Mashpee a r e a  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  
However, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Mashpee a r e a  were unde r  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  of l e a d e r s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  mid 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  much of t h e  Mashpee a r e a  was 
unde r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  Poupmunnuck, t h e  v i l l a g e  headman of 
C o t a c h e s s e t ,  l o c a t e d  on O y s t e r  I s l a n d ,  now c a l l e d  O y s t e r  Harbors  
i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  of t h e  town of B a r n s t a b l e  ( H u t c h i n s  
1979: 19 -21 ) .  

Mashpee was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  N a t i v e  American r e s e r v a t i o n  o r  
p r a y i n g  town t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  of R icha rd  Bourne.  Bourne began 
p r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  Mashpee o r  S o u t h  Sea  I n d i a n s  i n  1658. A t  t h a t  
time, Bourne was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h a v i n g  t h e  Mashpee a r e a  s e t  a s i d e  
f o r  I n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t ,  s e t t l i n g  t h e  boundary  l i n e  between t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r s  of B a r n s t a b l e  and n a t i v e s  of Mashpee. The town was 
o r i g i n a l l y  s i x  miles l a r g e r  i n  s i z e  u n t i l  1700,  when l a n d  was 
annexed by Falmouth.  L a t e r  l a n d  was a l s o  added t o  Sandwich and 
B a r n s t a b l e .  A l l  l a n d s  t o  t h e  Mashpee I n d i a n s  were o r i g i n a l l y  h e l d  
i n  common. 

I n  1670 Bourne was o r d a i n e d  p a s t o r  of t h e  I n d i a n  chu rch  
e s t a b l i s h e d  n o r t h e a s t  of S a n t u i t  Pond. I t  was Bourne ' s  i n t e n t  t o  
u s e  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  a  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  a  N a t i v e  American town i n  
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which h e  c o u l d  c e n t r a l i z e  h i s  c o n v e r t s  t o  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
P r o t e s t a n t  ism. 

A t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  c a .  1675,  t h e  Mashpee a r e a  
was used a s  a  t y p e  of N a t i v e  American c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp d u r i n g  
t h e  King P h i l i p ' s  War. 

D. Economic Base 

Hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  have  been  r e p o r t e d  a s  t h e  p r imary  o c c u p a t i o n  
of t h e  Mashpee N a t i v e  Americans t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  
I t  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some form of a g r i c u l t u r e  was a l s o  pursued .  
However, a u t h o r s  such  a s  Deyo (1890: 714) r e p o r t  t h a t  i t  was n o t  
u n t i l  1834 t h a t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Mashpee t u r n e d  t o  f a rming .  
Corn,  r y e ,  and p o t a t o e s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  i m p o r t a n t  c r o p s  t o  t h e  
N a t i v e  Americans.  

L i t t l e  i f  any e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
European t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  Mashpee a r e a .  Some f a rming  and hay ing  may 
have  been  p u r s u e d ,  b u t  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

E a r l i e r  roadways c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  some f o c u s  a t  n a t i v e  
meet inghouse  s i t e  on Mashpee R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  a f t e r  1717. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The t y p e s  of p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  r e p o r t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o u n t s  
v a r y ,  b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  number of r e s i d e n t s  a p p e a r s  t o  remain f a i r l y  
s t a b l e ,  i n  t h e  200-300 r a n g e ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  
b u t  f o r  most s u c c e e d i n g  p e r i o d s  a s  w e l l .  237 n a t i v e s  r e p o r t e d  i n  
1672 ;  "141 P ray ing  I n d i a n s "  r e p o r t e d  1685 ( o v e r  age  1 2 ) ;  263 
r e p o r t e d  1698 ( o v e r  age  1 0 ) .  I n  1765,  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c e n s u s  
r e p o r t e d  230 I n d i a n s ,  31 "Negroes ,"  and 77 w h i t e s  - -  t h e  l a t t e r  
c a t e g o r y  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  Waquoit Bay a r e a ,  now p a r t  of Falmouth.  

The l e g i s l a t i o n  of 1763 c o n f e r r i n g  " d i s t r i c t 1 '  s t a t u s  on Mashpee 
opened s e t t l e m e n t  t o  o u t s i d e r s ,  though p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  w h i t e s  were t h e  l a r g e s t  g roup  t o  t a k e  advan tage  of t h e  new 
s t a t u s .  Between 1765 and 1790,  t h e  number of w h i t e s  doub led ,  w h i l e  
t h a t  of nonwhi t e s  d e c l i n e d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The Mashpee chu rch  had been  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1670 n o r t h e a s t  of S a n t u i t  
Pond a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  p r a y i n g  town. By 1674 Mashpee was 
ahead  of Sandwich i n  t e rms  of b a p t i z e d  c h u r c h  members and members 
i n  f u l l  communion. By 1684 a  meet inghouse  was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t  
p a r t  of town on t h e  road from C o t u i t  t o  Sandwich. 

I n  1685 ,  t h e  Gene ra l  Cour t  e n a c t e d  a  law t h a t  no l a n d s  cou ld  b e  
s o l d  by t h e  n a t i v e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  of t h e  c o u r t .  
S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  1693  g u a r d i a n s  were a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  s t a t e  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Mashpee



s u b j e c t  t o  commiss ioners  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  1763,  when Mashpee was 
c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  a  P l a n t a t i o n .  Mashpee I n d i a n s  were i n  g e n e r a l  
d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  o p p r e s s i v e  c o n d i t i o n ,  f o r  i n  1760 a  
Mashpee I n d i a n  went t o  England w i t h  c o m p l a i n t s  t o  t h e  k i n g ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  Mashpees t o  e l e c t  t h e i r  own 
o f f i c e r s .  Mashpee was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  d i s t r i c t  u n t i l  H3+. 

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1725 t h a t  t h e  Mashpee I n d i a n s  cou ld  employ 
p e r s o n s  t o  b u i l d  r e s i d e n c e s  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  by 
1767 o n l y  21 s h i n g l e d  homes e x i s t e d ,  abou t  o n e - t h i r d  of a l l  
r e s i d e n c e s .  S e v e r a l  n a t i v e  homes o r  lrwigwamslr were s t i l l  i n  
e x i s t e n c e .  By 1800,  abou t  80 houses  were p r e s e n t  w i t h  some 
wwigwams" s t i l l  r e p o r t e d .  

D. Economic Base 

L i t t l e  documen ta t ion  of s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  S u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  
and f i s h i n g  economy p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  some a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e d .  
Smal l  l o t s  p roduced  c o r n ,  "a t h i r d  a s  much r y e , "  p o t a t o e s .  No 
mills known i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t hough  t h e i r  appea rance  by t h e  1790s 
i s  p r o b a b l y  due t o  o u t s i d e r s  and e f f e c t s  of " d i s t r i c t r 1  s t a t u s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Only one town b u i l d i n g  a p p e a r s  t o  s u r v i v e  f rom t h i s  
p e r i o d .  The Gooch House i s  1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  s i d e  e n t r y  p l a c e d  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  of t h e  l ong  s i d e ,  w i t h  a  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  e l l  
from t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  town 
p r e s e n t  t h i s  form,  b u t  a r e  unda ted .  The town ' s  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  
and t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of N a t i v e  American b u i l d i n g  forms  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h i s  low s u r v i v a l  r a t e .  I n  1767 ,  t h e  town h e l d  52 wigwams and 
2 1  ( E n g l i s h )  h o u s e s ;  i n  1776 ,  39 wigwams and 42 houses .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  b u i l d i n g  known t o  s u r v i v e  i s  t h e  Meet ing 
House b u i l t  on  S a n t u i t  Pond i n  1684  and moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e  
i n  1717 and e n l a r g e d .  I t s  p r e s e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by a  
r e m o d e l l i n g  i n  1854 ,  and r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  1965-69. The g a b l e  e n t r y  
o r i g i n a l l y  had t w i n  d o o r s ,  r e p l a c e d  by a  s i n g l e  d u r i n g  
r e s t o r a t i o n ;  t h e r e  a r e  two windows on t h e  second f l o o r  f r o n t  and 
on t h e  s i d e ,  t h e  c o r n e r s  have  p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s ,  and t h e  f r o n t  i s  
c l a p b o a r d .  

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The p r i m a r y  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  highways and l o c a l  roadways c o n t i n u e d  
i n  u se .  An a l t e r n a t e  Fa lmou th -Barns t ab l e  r o u t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
sou thwes t  of t h e  mee t inghouse ,  e a s t  of t h e  Quashne t  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  remains  s t a b l e  i n  t h e  300s f o r  n e a r l y  t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  
of Mashpee c e n s u s e s  between 1765 and 1930.  The o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a b e r r a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  y e a r s  1800,  1810 ,  and 1820,  when 
f i g u r e s  of 155 ,  139 ,  and 150 r e s p e c t i v e l y  a r e  r e p o r t e d .  T h i s  i s  
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p r o b a b l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of a  c a l c u l a t e d  omis s ion  on t h e  p a r t  of census  
t a k e r s ;  1802 and 1808 p o p u l a t i o n  c o u n t s  r e p o r t  380 and 357 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The o n l y  f u r t h e r  breakdown of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  by 
t h e  F e d e r a l  c e n s u s ,  b u t  i t s  f i g u r e s  v a r y  w i t h  an u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  
v e r g i n g  on t h e  t o t a l l y  u n r e l i a b l e .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town1$ a tmosphere  of  
openness  t o  Black  and N a t i v e  Amer icans ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r ange  of 
f o r e i g n e r s ,  c o n t i n u e d ;  i n t e r r a c i a l  m a r r i a g e s  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  
imba lance  between t h e  two p r imary  g r o u p s  a s  male B l a c k s  were more 
numerous i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w h i l e  male N a t i v e  Americans were away 
engaged i n  wha l ing .  I n  1788-89 t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  town r e v e r t e d  
from d i s t r i c t  t o  p l a n t a t i o n  w i t h  s t a t e  wards .  A t t empt s  were made 
t o  l i m i t  t o  Mashpee d e s c e n d a n t s  t h e  r o l e  of p r o p r i e t o r  i n  t h e  
town, a s  w e l l  a s  d i s c o u r a g i n g  t h e  i n f l u x  of f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s .  The 
town deve loped  an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  
m i n i s t e r .  B a p t i s t s  o p e r a t e d  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  town (1794-1807) .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
n a t i v e  r e s i d e n c e s  on G r e a t  Neck be tween  Popponesse t  Bay and 
Waquoit Bay. Most c l e a r e d  l a n d  was l o c a t e d  on n e c k s ,  n e a r  
h a r b o r s ,  and on t h e  banks  of r i v e r s  and l a k e s .  

D .  Economic Base 

E x t e n s i o n  of h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  s u b s i s t e n c e  economy of p r e v i o u s  
p e r i o d ,  though two g r i s t  mills (on  Mashpee and S a n t u i t  r i v e r s )  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  by 1794,  p r o b a b l y  by w h i t e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 1763 
l e g i s l a t i o n  a d m i t t i n g  o u t s i d e r s .  

Mashpee1s  c h i e f  a r t i c l e  of e x p o r t  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  i t s  
cordwood. I n  1802 ,  300-400 c o r d s  of wood were r e p o r t e d  a n n u a l l y  
e x p o r t e d  t o  Nantucke t  and e l s e w h e r e .  P r o b a b l y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  wood 
was a l s o  b e g i n n i n g  t o  be  poached from Mashpee wood lo t s  by 
n e i g h b o r i n g  towns. Smal l  amount of s a l t m a k i n g  p r o b a b l y  a l s o  
u n d e r t a k e n ,  o v e r  which H e s s i a n s  were s a i d  t o  have  p r e s i d e d ,  though 
t h i s  was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  enough t o  have been  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1832 
r e p o r t  of s a l t - m a k i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  coun ty .  

Nantucke t  and t h e  s e a  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  Mashpee r e s i d e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  
i t s  cordwood, and many young men went t o  s e a  a s  whalemen i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The number of wigwams i n  t h e  town dropped 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e f o r e  1800.  The b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  s u r v i v e  from t h i s  
p e r i o d  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  i n t e r i o r  chimney, doub le  p i l e  
d w e l l i n g s ;  t h r e e -  , f o u r -  , and f i v e - b a y  examples  e a c h  s u r v i v e .  
One f o u r - b a y  example a p p e a r s  t o  be  s i n g l e  p i l e .  
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VIII.  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use .  No r a i l  
c o n n e c t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  town. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Very l i t t l e  change i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  which remained between 309 and 
348 t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  R a t i o  of w h i t e s  t o  nonwhi tes  r o s e  from 
one i n  twen ty  i n  1840 t o  one i n  e i g h t  by 1870. The removal of 
Waquoit t o  t h e  town of Falmouth i n  1841 i s  n o t  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s .  

The B a p t i s t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  r e s u r g e n c e  a f t e r  1830 unde r  B l i n d  J o e  
Amos and Pequot  Wi l l i am Apes,  and t h e  c h u r c h  s h i f t e d  from 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m .  Apes became t h e  l e a d e r  of a  movement f o r  
g r e a t e r  independence  and began c a l l i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a  t r i b e .  
The s t a t u s  was r e t u r n e d  t o  d i s t r i c t  i n  1834 ,  c o n t r o l  of t h e  chu rch  
g a i n e d  i n  1840. R e s i s t a n c e  t o  s a l e  of l a n d  t o  new p r o p r i e t o r s  
c o n t i n u e d ,  and a  new s t a t u s  deve loped  f o r  " c o l o r e d  non 
p r o p r i e t o r s . "  More f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t s  r e t u r n e d  and l a n d  became 
s c a r c e  and t h e  town vo ted  1841-42 t o  d i v i d e  t h e  l a n d  ( t o t a l  of 
10 ,000  a c r e s )  i n t o  6 0 - a c r e  l o t s ;  s a l e s  c o u l d  o n l y  be  made t o  o t h e r  
p r o p r i e t o r s .  The commission was a b o l i s h e d  i n  1853 ,  and i n  1868 
a g i t a t i o n  began f o r  comple t e  i ndependence ;  i n t e r e s t  was p r i m a r i l y  
i n  v o t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s ,  b u t  n o t  on f r e e  a l i e n a t i o n  of l a n d .  The 
town was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1870. Two s c h o o l s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ;  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  Sunday School  and temperance  
s o c i e t y .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  f o c u s  s o u t h  of 
Mashpee Pond and e x t e n d i n g  e a s t w a r d  toward t h e  S a n t u i t  R i v e r  
m i l l .  A s m a l l e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  deve loped  sou thwes t  of Ockway Bay. 
No development  o c c u r r e d  a round t h e  meet inghouse .  Smal l  c l u s t e r s  
deve loped  by p e r i o d ' s  end on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of J o h n ' s  Pond, t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  s h o r e  o f  Ashumet Pond, and t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s h o r e  of Wakeby 
Pond. C r a n b e r r y  bogs  were deve loped  a f t e r  t h e  1830s.  F i v e  
thousand  a c r e s  remained common l a n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  

D.  Economic Base 

The r e t u r n  t o  l ' d i s t r i c t l '  s t a t u s  i n  1834 b r o u g h t  some o u t s i d e  
i n v e s t m e n t  and o r g a n i z  a t i o n  t o  Mashpee1s  r u r a l  economy. Many 
f o r m e r  Mashpee r e s i d e n t s  r e t u r n e d  home and became a c t i v e  i n  town 
a f f a i r s .  Mashpee M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company o r g a n i z e d  by n a t i v e s  i n  
1834 t o  manufac tu re  brooms, b u t  t h e  company was n o t  a  s u c c e s s ;  i t s  
r i g h t s  were soon s o l d  t o  o u t s i d e r s  and i t s  p r o p e r t y  c o n v e r t e d  t o  
t h e  r a i s i n g  of c r a n b e r r i e s .  Al though f a r m i n g  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
improved a f t e r  t h e  community 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  a  d i s t r i c t  (Deyo) ,  
s u b s i s t e n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e  remained t h e  norm. Cordwood p r o b a b l y  
remained t h e  c h i e f  a r t i c l e  of e x p o r t .  The s m a l l  mills on t h e  
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Mashpee and S a n t u i t  r i v e r s  remained i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  most of t h e  
p e r i o d .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The town h o l d s  s e v e r a l  examples  of t h e  p o p u l a r  1 
1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney, doub le  p i l e  
h o u s e ;  one example h a s  a  s i d e  e l l .  One house  h a s  e n t r y  on t h e  
long  s i d e ,  b u t  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e  end p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  A 
s i n g l e  example of t h e  Second Empire s t y l e  s u r v i v e s  i n  Sou th  
Mashpee, two s t o r i e s  unde r  a  mansard roof  w i t h  a  two-bay 
p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r a n c e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A Temperance S o c i e t y  H a l l ,  of unknown a p p e a r a n c e ,  
was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  which l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  a  c h a p e l ;  i t  burned i n  1935. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  road  sys tem remained i n  use .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

S l i g h t  d e c l i n e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  from 348 i n  1870 t o  263 i n  1915 - -  
most of which o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  decade ,  1905-15. R a t i o  of 
w h i t e s  t o  nonwhi tes  moved from one i n  e i g h t  t o  one i n  f o u r  by 1915. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

More i n t e n s i v e  l i n e a r  development  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  
Sandwich-Cotu i t  Road e a s t  of t h e  Nor th  V i l l a g e .  A t  t h e  Nor th  
V i l l a g e , ,  a  B a p t i s t  c h a p e l  was i n  u s e ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  development  
ex t ended  s o u t h  on Waquoit Road. 

D.  Economic Base 

I n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  t h e  town of Mashpee i n  1870 removed r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on l a n d  s a l e s  by Mashpee r e s i d e n t s  t o  o u t s i d e r s .  Large  landowners  
were q u i c k  t o  s e i z e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of 
woodland, swamps ( f o r  c r a n b e r r y  r a i s i n g ) ,  and o c e a n f r o n t  p r o p e r t y  
were s o l d  t o  o u t s i d e r s  by t h e  end of t h e  1870s.  Though t h e s e  new 
p r o p e r t y  owners f o r  t h e  most p a r t  were a b s e n t e e  owners ,  t h e  
o u t s i d e  c a p i t a l  p r o v i d e d  a  new s o u r c e  of job o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  
summer h o u s e s ,  a s  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  g u i d e s ,  and i n  c r a n b e r r y  
r a i s i n g .  By 1890, 50 a c r e s  of bogs were unde r  c u l t i v a t i o n  f o r  
c r a n b e r r i e s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Two unusua l  b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d :  
t h r e e - b a y  houses  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s ,  two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  
t h e  second l i t  by dormers  i n  a  gambrel  r o o f ;  s i n g l e  p i l e  w i t h  a  
shed  s e r v i c e  e l l  i n  t h e  r e a r .  L a r g e r  examples ,  w i t h  more 
e l a b o r a t e  a d d i t i o n s ,  s u r v i v e  i n  Bourne.  
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X.  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Falmouth Road was improved by t h e  mid 1920s a s  p a r t  of Route  28 
from Falmouth t o  Hyannis .  F o r e s t d a l e  Road from Sandwich i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  was upgraded a s  Route  130. 

P o p u l a t i o n  

Mashpee remained t h e  s m a l l e s t  town i n  t h e  county .  P o p u l a t i o n  
d e c l i n e  begun i n  1905  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  1920,  r e a c h i n g  242 i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  y e a r .  Through t h e  1920s and ' 3 0 s ,  t h e  number r o s e ,  p robab ly  
a s  a  r e s u l t  of i n c r e a s e d  au tomob i l e  t r a f f i c ,  r e a c h i n g  434 by 1940. 
R a t i o  of w h i t e s  t o  nonwhi t e s  v a r i e s  between 1 : 3  (1930)  and 1:6 
(1940) .  Not u n t i l  t h e  p o s t  World War I1 p e r i o d  d i d  t h e  number of 
w h i t e s  b e g i n  t o  app roach  t h a t  of n a t i v e s .  Between 1950 and 1960,  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d o u b l e d ,  and o n l y  a t  t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e  d i d  w h i t e  
outnumber nonwhite .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A P e n t a c o s t a l  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  e a s t  of Nor th  V i l l a g e  on Route  130 
i n  1930. The B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  i n  Nor th  V i l l a g e  was r e b u i l t  a f t e r  a  
f i r e  i n  1935. Some c o t t a g e  development  o c c u r r e d  on s o u t h e a s t  
s h o r e  of Mashpee Pond. By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  c o t t a g e  
development  t ook  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  a l o n g  Nantucke t  Sound a t  Rock 
Landing ,  a l o n g  S h o r e  D r i v e ,  s o u t h  and s o u t h e a s t  of Dean Pond, and 
s o u t h  of Popponesse t  Creek.  

D.  Economic Base 

The c u l t i v a t i o n  of c r a n b e r r i e s  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  
r e s i d e n t s ,  who a l s o  engaged t o  some e x t e n t  i n  f i s h i n g  and f a rming .  
The e x t e n t  of t h e  c r a n b e r r y  bogs ,  however ,  m o s t l y  owned by 
n o n r e s i d e n t s ,  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  t o  app roach  t h a t  of n e i g h b o r i n g  
c r a n b e r r y  towns. 

By 1920,  t h e  number of summer r e s i d e n t s  was s h a r p l y  on t h e  
i n c r e a s e .  By t h e  end of t h e  decade ,  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  was t a x e d  a t  
$700,000,  w h i l e  r e s i d e n t  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  amounted t o  o n l y  $48,000. 
Town expenses  were t h u s  l a r g e l y  bo rne  by i t s  v i s i t o r s .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The s m a l l  number of b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  s u r v i v e  i n c l u d e  a  
t h r e e - b a y ,  t w o - s t o r y  p y r a m i d a l  roo fed  example,  and a  Craf t sman 
bungalow. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The Second B a p t i s t  Church b u i l t  t h e i r  second 
church  i n  1930. T h i s  s m a l l  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  i s  e n t e r e d  
t h r o u g h  a  round headed d o o r  i n  a  g a b l e d  po rch  a t  one end and a  
s e c o n d a r y  e n t r a n c e  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end of t h e  l ong  s i d e  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g ;  a  s m a l l  b e l l  tower  and round headed window i n  t h e  g a b l e  
end add o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  I n  c a .  1932 a  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  named f o r  a  major  donor  t o  t h e  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Mashpee



town, Samuel G. Davis; it is now the town's public library. A 
large, gable front, single-story, utilitarian Town Hall was built 
in 1940. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The town's inventory is quite small, but it is difficult to 
determine the extent to which it accurately assesses the town's 
historic structures. The town's population remained quite small 
throughout the period under consideration; from the Revolution 
period through 1940 the total fluctuated around 300, necessitating 
only about 60 dwellings. The rapid growth of the post-World War 
I 1  period, particularly in the south of the town, has obscured, if 
not destroyed, an unknown number of the town's older buildings. 
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