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Date: 1985 

MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Community: Manchester 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town o f  Manchester i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  southeastern p o r t i o n  o f  Essex County, 

Massachusetts. It l i e s  a t  n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  42 degrees 34 '  30-42" and west 

l o n g t i t u d e  70 degrees 44'  24-43". The town i s  bounded on t he  n o r t h  by 

Hamil ton and Essex, t h e  eas t  by Gloucester,  t h e  south by Massachusetts Bay and 

the  west by Bever ly  and Wenham. It i s  approx imate ly  4  & 1  /2 m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h  

a long  t h e  coas t  and extends about 2  & 1 /4  m i l e s  i n l a n d  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  around 

5,134 acres. Phys iographica l  ly ,  t h e  town 1 i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  New England Seaboard 

Lowland, a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth coas ta l  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  u s u a l l y  

below the  400 and 500 f o o t  contours .  Loca l l y ,  coas ta l  Essex County con ta ins  

more h i l l y  coun t ry  than o t h e r  Seaboard Lowland areas. I n  Manchester, t h e  

general sur face i s  i r r e g u l a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  near t h e  coast .  E leva t i ons  a r e  

gene ra l l y  100 f e e t  o r  l e s s  w i t h  some h i l l s  exceeding 200 f e e t  i n  t h e  

northwestern p o r t i o n  o f  town. 

Bedrock depos i t s  i n  t h e  Manchester area a re  cha rac te r i zed  by igneous 

format ions throughout  t h e  town. These depos i ts  a r e  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  form o f  

steep ledges and b o l d  escarpments i n  severa l  areas. Quincy g r a n i t e  i s  t h e  

most dominant t ype  present .  Bever ly  syen i t e  fo rmat ions  a r e  found a long  the  

coas t  . 

S o i l s  i n  t he  Manchester area represen t  a  m ix tu re  o f  types formed through 

g l a c i a l  outwash, l a c u s t r i n e  o r  mar ine sediments, and urban development. S o i l s  

o f  the  C h a t r i e l  e-Hol 1  i s-Rock ou tc rop  assoc ia t i on  a re  t h e  most common group 

found throughout  t h e  western h a l f  and extreme southeastern area o f  town. 

These s o i l  s  occur  i n  deep and shal low depos i ts  i n  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  t o  steep 

areas. They a r e  gene ra l l y  we1 1 drained, loamy s o i l  s  formed i n  g l a c i a l  till 

con ta in i ng  areas o f  exposed bedrock. I n  t he  southeastern area of  town, 

l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  these s o i l  assoc ia t i ons  a re  present .  One type, the  

Merrimac-Hinckley-Urban 1 and assoc ia t i on  i s formed i n  deep depos i ts  i n nea r l y  

l e v e l  t o  steep areas. They a re  gene ra l l y  excess ive ly  d ra ined  loamy and sandy 

s o i l s  formed i n  outwash depos i ts  and areas when s o i l s  have been a l t e r e d  by 

urban development. S o i l s  be long ing  t o  t h e  Boxford-Sc i t ico-Maybid assoc ia t i on  



are  a1 so p resen t  i n  t h i s  area. These s o i l s  occur i n  deep depos i ts  i n  nea r l y  

l e v e l  t o  s t r o n g l y  s l o p i n g  areas. They range from moderate t o  poo r l y  d ra ined  

loamy s o i l s  formed i n  1  a c u s t r i n e  o r  marine sediments. The 1 a s t  s o i l  t ype  i n  

t h i s  area i s  t he  Annisquam-Scituate assoc ia t ion .  These s o i l s  occur  i n  deep 

deposi ts  i n  g e n t l y  s l op ing  t o  moderately steep areas. They a re  gene ra l l y  w e l l  

d ra ined  1 oamy s o i l  s  formed i n  compact g l a c i a l  ti 11 . 

Major drainage i n  Manchester i s  through severa l  small ponds, swamps, and 

brooks a l l  gene ra l l y  d r a i n i n g  i n t o  Massachusetts Bay. Major  ponds inc luded  

Dexter. Pond, L i l y  Pond, and C la rk  Pond. Sawmil 1  Brook i s  t h e  major  brook i n  

t h e  town. Most swamps a re  found i n  t h e  no r the rn  and western p o r t i o n  o f  town. 

Surface r u n - o f f  a1 so occurs i n t o  severa l  coves and i n l e t s  a long  t he  coast,  t h e  

l a r g e s t  o f  which i s  Manchester Harbor. 

The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  growth i n  Manchester and i n  Essex County i n  general  

cons i s ted  o f  a  mixed growth o f  w h i t e  p ine,  oak, chestnut ,  popular,  maple, 

b i r c h  and some o t h e r  hardwoods and c o n i f e r s .  However, secondary growth 

p a t t e r n s  cover most o f  t h e  town today. These p a t t e r n s  a r e  cha rac te r i zed  by 

second growth oak and ches tnu t  i n  uplands t o  p i ne  i n  areas o f  droughty and 

sandy s o i l  s. Some b i r c h ,  cedar, j u n i p e r  and wh i t e  p i n e  a re  a1 so present .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n  1640 l a n d  was granted t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  Salem f o r  a  v i l l a g e  a t  

Je f f r ey ' s  Creek; i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  as an independent town i n  1645, and 

renamed Manchester. I n  1672 t he  bounds between Gloucester  and Manchester were 

es tab l i shed ,  and i n  1902, reconf i rmed. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1 500-1 620) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Nat i ve  American t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes  i n  t h e  Manchester area l i k e l y  emphasized 

water t r a v e l  a long  t h e  town's  coast1 i n e  and major  streams o r  brooks. 

Conjectured t r a i l s  were a l s o  probably  p resen t  a long  these areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a long  t h e  coas t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Route 127. I n l a n d  t r a i l s  may have a l s o  
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e x i s t e d  l i n k i n g  t h e  Manchester Harbor area w i t h  se t t lements  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  

the  Essex Bay/Ipswich area. Th i s  t r a i l  may have e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  School S t r e e t  

St reet /Sawmi l l  Brook area. An i n l a n d  t r a i l  may have a1 so e x i s t e d  t o  t h e  

Anni squam R ive r  area i n  Gloucester.  

Manchester was i n h a b i t e d  by members o f  t h e  Pawtucket group ( o f t e n  c a l l e d  

Penacook) who i n h a b i t e d  t h e  coas t  f rom t h e  n o r t h  s i de  o f  Massachusetts Bay i n  

t he  Saugus/Salem area t o  York V i l l a g e ,  Maine. Loca l l y ,  t h i s  group may have 

been r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  Agawam o r  Naumkeag Ind ians  who may have been a 

sub t r i be  o f  t h e  Massachusetts b u t  seemed t o  b under t h e  l eade rsh ip  o f  t h e  

Penacooks. Most 1 7 t h  cen tu ry  c o l o n i s t s  cons idered t h e  Pawtucket and 

Massachusetts Ind ians  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  b u t  separate e n t i t i e s .  Both Swanton 

(1952) and Speck (1928) i n c l u d e  t h e  Pawtucket Ind ians  i n  t h i s  area among the  

Massachusetts. Gookin (1  674) 1 i s t s  ca. 3,000 men be long ing  t o  t h e  Pawtucket 

group p r i o r  t o  t h e  161 7-1 9 epidemics, w h i l e  Mooney (1928:4) 1 i s t s  2,000 men 

belonging t o  t he  Penacook group (probably  Pawtucket), as many as 12,000 

probably  exaggerated. Dur ing  t h e  same p e r i o d  bo th  Gookin and Mooney l i s t s  ca. 

3,000 men be1 onging t o  t h e  Massachusetts which probably  i nc l uded  some 

Pawtuckets. The e n t i r e  Na t i ve  American popu la t i on  i n  t h e  Manchester area may 

have numbered i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  100 t o  200 i n d i v i d u a l s  du r i ng  much o f  t h i s  

per iod .  Fo l l ow ing  t h e  epidemics, fewer than  50 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i f  any, remained 

i n  t he  Manchester area. 

Set t lement  Pa t t e rn  

Numerous Woodland and a t  l e a s t  one Contact p e r i o d  s i t e  have been recorded f o r  

t h e  Manchester area. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  environmental  va r i ab les ,  l a t t e r  17 th  

cen tu ry  documentary sources, and t he  presence o f  bo th  Woodland and Contact 

p e r i o d  s i t e s  i n d i c a t e  more s i t e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  should be present.  For  

example, Manchester Harbor and numerous o t h e r  coves and i n l e t s  a long  t he  coas t  

may have been good s i t e  l o c a t i o n s .  A t  l e a s t  one Contact p e r i o d  mound was 

repor ted  a t  t h e  head o f  t i dewa te r  on a stream where t h e  Kelham and F i t z  m i l l  

was b u i l t  (Lamson 1895:345-46). I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a b i t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  type 

s i t e s ,  spec ia l  purpose s i t e s  such as f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  s h e l l  middens, and b u r i a l s  

were a1 so probably  present .  These s i t e s  may have been 1 ocated on t h e  coas t  o r  

a long  t he  per iphery  o f  i n t e r i o r  wet lands such as pond, swamps, and streams. 
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D. Subsistence P a t t e r n  

Nat i ve  Americans i n  t h e  Manchester area subs is ted  on a v a r i e t y  o f  seasonal ly  

determined a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  hunt ing,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  

p l a n t s  and she1 1 f i s h ,  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Hunt ing was a major a c t i v i t y  focus ing  

on l a r g e r  mammals such as deer and sma l le r  f u r  bearers.  Sea mammals such as 

seal s and d r i f t  whales may have a1 so been hunted a long  t he  Massachusetts Bay 

c o a s t l i n e .  Upland game b i r d s  and ducks were a v a i l a b l e  i n  and around 

freshwater wet l  ands, r i  v e r i  ne areas and i n  marsh1 ands a1 ong t h e  coast .  

I n t e r i o r  ponds and streams a f f o r d e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  f reshwater  wetlands, r i v e r i n e  

areas and i n  marshlands a long  t h e  coast .  Some coas ta l  streams may have 

con ta ined  seasonal runs o f  shad, a lew ives  and smelt. A v a r i e t y  o f  marine 

species o f  f i s h  would have been a v a i l a b l e  i n  Manchester Harbor, Massachusetts 

Bay and t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. Several species o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  as w e l l  as f r e s h  

and s a l t  water  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  Manchester area p rov ided  a va luab le  food 

resource. Manchester Harbor and t h e  town's  c o a s t l  i ne p resen t l y  con ta in  

several  species o f  s h e l l  f i s h  which may have been a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  Contact 

p e r i o d  and s h e l l  middens s i t e s  v e r i f y  t h i s  expec ta t ion .  Domesticated p l a n t s  

such as corn, beans pumpkins, squash and tobacco were impor tan t .  The l o c a t i o n  

o f  n a t i v e  f i e l d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, however, they  were l i k e l y  l o c a t e d  

a long t he  shores o f  Manchester Harbor, t h e  Massachusetts Bay c o a s t l  i n e  o r  

i n t e r i o r  we t l  ands. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Water t r a v e l  a long  t h e  coas t  remained t h e  f a s t e s t  and a t  t imes t he  most 

convenient  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between e a r l y  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  and l a t e r  

permanent se t t lements  i n  Manchester, se t t lements  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  Gloucester,  

and wes te r l y  around Salem and Bever ly  Harbors. Loca l l y ,  water t r a v e l  was 

equa l l y  impor tan t  i n  Manchester Harbor and a long  t h e  towns c o a s t l i n e  and 

amongst coas ta l  i s l  ands. 

I nd ian  t r a i l s  1 i k e l y  con t inued  i n  use i n  t h e  Manchester area throughout  most 

of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod .  Crude European t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes  a l s o  

developed, i n  some areas p r i o r  t o  permanent set t lement .  By t he  1630 's  many 
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I nd ian  t r a i l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those a long  t h e  coas t  were upgraded t o  horsepaths 

and cartways 1 i n k i n g  e a r l y  f i s h i n g  areas. The f i r s t  road o f f i c i a l l y  l a i d  o u t  

i n  Manchester was t h e  p resen t  Bever ly  and Manchester Road which probably  

fol lowed t he  general r o u t e  o f  R t .  127. Th i s  road was l a i d  o u t  i n  1646 under a  

c o u r t  o rde r  t h a t  a  road  be b u i l t  between t he  Salem F e r r y  and t he  head of 

J e f f r e y ' s  Creek. A highway t o  Cape Ann o r  t h e  e a s t e r l y  ex tens ion  o f  Route 127 

was a l s o  l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  Numerous sma l le r  roadways o r  cartways 

l i n k e d  t he  Route 127 c o r r i d o r  w i t h  coas ta l  areas. 

Na t i ve  Americans may have res ided  i n  t h e  Manchester area d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod,  

however, l i t t l e  i s  known about  where, i n  what, o r  how they  l i v e d .  Europeans 

f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Manchester area i n  1626-27 when f ishermen, abandoning t he  

Cape Ann se t t lement ,  s e t t l  ed a1 ong t h e  coast1 i ne. Add i t i ona l  s e t t l e r s  soon 

f o l  1  owed. Many researchers o f f  i c i  a1 l y  da te  t h e  European se t t lement  o f  

Manchester t o  1636 when t h e  l a n d  a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek was d iv ided .  Nine males, 

poss ib l y  45 t o t a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  represented i s  t h a t  d i v i s i o n .  By 1640, 63 

people a re  1 i s t e d  as l i v i n g  a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek. I n  1662, 20 landowners 

poss ib l y  100 i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  1 i s t e d  i n  t h e  town. Popu la t ion  growth was slow 

i n  Manchester, p o s s i b l y  due t o  t h e  e a r l y  emphasis on mar i t ime t r a i l  s  r a t h e r  

than ag ra r i an  p u r s u i t s .  E a r l y  s e t t l e r s  i n  Manchester a re  repo r ted  t o  have 

emigrated f rom t h e  eas te rn  s h i r e s  o f  England form t h e  area around Manchester. 

Re1 i g i o n  may n o t  have been impo r tan t  t o  t h e  towns i n i t i a l  s e t t l e r s  as they 

were probably  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i s h i n g  and i t s  subcu l tu re .  T r a d i t i o n  s ta tes  

e a r l y  worship was h e l d  outdoors a t  Ga le 's  Po in t .  Other worship was i n  

s e t t l e r s '  homes u n t i l  t h e  1 s t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  1656. Very few records 

e x i s t  f o r  Manchester's e a r l y  church. I n  1645 a t  i nco rpo ra t i on ,  t h e  town was 

s t i l l  w i t h o u t  an organized church. The town's f i r s t  preacher was h i r e d  l a t e  

i n  1645. Manchester r e s i d e n t s  remained p a r t  o f  t h e  Salem Congregat ional  

Church throughout  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod .  

C. Set t lement  Pa t t e rn  

L i t t l e  i s  known rega rd i  ng t h e  Na t i ve  American se t t l emen t  p a t t e r n  i n  Manchester 

du r i ng  t h i s  per iod .  Some n a t i v e s  were probably  p resen t  though t h e i r  numbers 

were smal l .  European se t t l emen t  i n  Manchester was made i n  1626-27 as several  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who abandoned t h e  Cape Ann area s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  k e t t l e  
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Cove (Lamson 1895: 21 ) .  L a t e r  se t t l emen t  (1627-1636) i n  t h e  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek 

area i s  a1 so cons idered by  some t o  be t h e  ac tua l  se t t l emen t  o f  t h e  town. The 

town l a n d i n g  a t  t h e  Cove where p resen t  day P roc to r  S t r e e t  meets t h e  Coast was 

the  focus of most l a t t e r  emigra t ion .  Most e a r l y  se t t lement  i n  Manchester was 

around shore areas. Se t t lement  grew s l ow l y  and o n l y  g radua l l y  moved i n t o  the  

i n t e r i o r .  E a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who s e t t l e d  from Cape Ann, d i d  

n o t  have o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  lands.  T i t l e  was e v e n t u a l l y  assured when t he  

Salem government ensured "Old P lan te r s "  t he  lands  they improved. Since most 

e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were i n v o l v e d  i n  f i s h e r i e s  they  probably  d i d  n o t  improve 

extens ive l a n d  ho ld ings .  Some e a r l y  g ran ts  o f  l a n d  may have been made by t he  

town o f  Salem a1 though t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a n d  d i d  n o t  occur u n t i l  

1636-37. A t  t h a t  t ime n ine  g ran t s  o f  l a n d  were g iven  i n  t he  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek 

area known as t h e  Four Hundred Acres. I n  t h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  most grantees 

rece ived  40 acres w i t h  two r e c e i v i n g  50 acres and one rece i ved  60. The 

remainder o f  t h e  g r a n t  was he1 d  i n  common u n t i l  171 1. The v i l l a g e  o f  

Manchester developed i n  t h i s  area. F u r t h e r  g ran t s  o f  land, u s u a l l y  around 25 

acres each, were g iven  i n  t h e  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek area f rom 1637 t o  1639. 

Many o f  t h e  town's  e a r l i e s t  houses were b u i l t  i n  t h e  area o f  t h e  cove o f  t he  

Landing. Other s e t t l e d  areas a l s o  developed a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  Bennet t ' s  H i l l  

(1637), i n  t h e  western p a r t  o f  town (1636), i n  Sandy Hollow, B lack Cove, 

Nor ton 's  P o i n t  (1645), and Glass Head (1660). 

By 1640 t h e  owners o f  1  and a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  General Cour t  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a  v i l l a g e  i n  t h a t  area. Th is  p e t i t i o n  was granted. Set t lement  

increased such t h a t  by 1645 t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek p e t i t i o n e d  t he  

c o u r t  t o  name t h e  se t t lement  a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek Manchester. Th is  p e t i t i o n  was 

the  o n l y  a c t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  Manchester. The town's  f i r s t  meetinghouse 

was e rec ted  i n  1656 near t h e  l a n d i n g  p lace  a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Creek, rough ly  i n  the  

v i c i n i t y  o f  School S t r e e t  and Route 127. Manchester 's o l d e s t  known b u r i a l  

y a r d  dates t o  ca. 1650, l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  corner  o f  Washington and Summer 

S t ree ts .  T r a d i t i o n  s ta tes  t h a t  e a r l i e r  b u r i a l s  were t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

meetinghouse. One theory  a1 so s t a t e s  t h e  town's  e a r l  i e s t  b u r i a l  y a r d  was a  

p r i v a t e  y a r d  near t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  Memorial L i b r a r y  though n o t  much i s  known o f  

i t. A  b u r i a l  p l ace  a1 so p robab ly  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  cove, some say e a r l i e r  than 

the  one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p o s s i b l y  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  remains o f  t h e  town 's  f i r s t  

s e t t l e r s .  
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Manchester's lands  were probably  used i n  common f rom the  t ime o f  i n i t i a l  

set t lement .  However, ac tua l  common lands  were non e x i s t a n t  u n t i l  t h e  Four 

Hundred Acre g r a n t  was d i v i d e d  i n  1636-37. Near ly  a l l  freemen s e t t l e r s  had an 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  towns common 1  ands. Common lands  were used ma in ly  f o r  g raz ing  

purposes and f o r  t h e  use o f  f ishermen who needed p l a n t i n g  ground, l a n d  f o r  

f lakes,  stages, and d w e l l i n g  houses. Common lands  were sold,  rented, o r  g iven  

by t h e  town t o  s e t t l e r s  o r  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  as they wished. 

D. Economic Base 

Nat i ve  Americans may have res ided  i n  t h e  Manchester area d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod.  

However, 1  i t t l e  i s  known about when, o r  how, these people 1  i ved .  Eng l i sh  

fishermen f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  Manchester as e a r l y  as 1626-27 a f t e r  abandoning t h e  

Cape Ann se t t lement .  F i s h i n g  was t he  most impor tan t  aspect  i n  t he  economic 

base o f  these e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  Small boats  e x p l o i t i n g  1  ocal  coas ta l  waters 

cha rac te r i zed  t h e  e a r l y  f i s h e r i e s .  Stages, f l akes ,  and p o s s i b l y  s t r u c t u r e s  

f o r  s torage were o f ten  p resen t  a long  t h e  c o a s t l i n e .  Co lon i s t s  i n  t h e  area 

du r i ng  t h i s  p e r i o d  probably  combined hunt ing,  f i s h i n g ,  gather ing,  and some 

ag r i cu l  t u r e  on a  subsi stence 1  eve1 . Col on i  s t s  i nte res ted  predomi n a n t l y  i n 

ag ra r i an  p u r s u i t s  a1 so began t o  s e t t l e  i n  Manchester b u t  mar i t ime i n t e r e s t s  

remained an impor tan t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  town. F i s h i n g  was encouraged t o  t h e  

p o i n t  t h a t  i n  1637 t h e  General Cour t  ordered t h a t  f i s h i n g  vessels,  stock and 

f i s h  should n o t  be taxed and f ishermen were exempted from m i l i t a r y  duty.  Boat 

b u i l d i n g  was a1 so impor tant ,  probably  f o r  1  ocal  f i s h i n g  and coas t ing .  

Manchester f ishermen probably  combined t h e  coastwise t r ade  w i t h  f i s h i n g .  As 

se t t lement  inc reased  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and husbandry were a l s o  impor tan t  economic 

p u r s u i t s .  I nd ian  corn, wheat and b a r l e y  were t he  most impo r tan t  food crops 

grown b u t  g ra i ns  were t h e  most impo r tan t  food  produce. S a l t  marsh hay was 

probably e x p l o i t e d  from marshes a long  t h e  coast .  Husbandry was a l s o  an 

impo r tan t  a c t i v i t y  i n  Manchester. C a t t l e ,  horses, sheep, and swine were the  

most impor tan t  farm animals. Oxen and fowl were a1 so present .  Several m i l  1  s  

were a l s o  p resen t  i n  Manchester a t  an e a r l y  date.  I n  1644 t h e  town voted t o  

b u i l d  a  g r i s t  m i l l  on t h e  r i v e r  near  t h e  meetinghouse. Th is  m i l l  was probably  

t h e  John Know1 t o n  M i l  1  and may be t h e  t i d a l  m i l  1  no ted  by Lamson (1895: 60).  

Other g r i s t  m i l l s  were a l s o  probably  p resen t  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod,  however, i t  

i s  unce r ta i n  when they  were e rec ted  (see Co lon ia l  Per iod) .  Three sawmi l ls  

were a l s o  probably  present--one l o c a t e d  on Cheever's Creek, another  n o r t h  o f  a  

7  
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p lace  known as t h e  "01 d  M i l  1  Dam", and one on School S t r e e t  by Saw m i l  1  Brook 

r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  "01 d  Saw M i  11 " i n  1694. 

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1 675-1 775) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Water t r a v e l  remained an impo r tan t  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between Manchester, 

Cape Ann, Bever ly ,  and t h e  Salem area. However, l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was sa fe r  

and becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  impor tan t .  The Roue 127 c o r r i d o r  con t inued  t o  be 

t he  e  major  east /west  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  l i n k i n g  Manchester w i t h  Cape Ann t o  

the  eas t  and Bever ly  t o  t h e  west. The main n o r t h e r l y  r o u t e  was a long  School 

S t r e e t  from t h e  head o f  Manchester Harbor n o r t h  t o  Essex. I n  1685 t h e  road 

between Manchester and Gloucester  was improved. I n  ca. 1722 a  road  was a l s o  

l a i d  o u t  from t h e  county  road  (Rt .  127) by t h e  causeway up t h e  " G r i s t  Hi1 1 "  

f o r  l o c a l  f ishermen t o  c u t  f irewood. A  road was b u i l t  f rom t h e  county  road t o  

White Beach i n  1724. By 1732 t h e  town b u i l t  a  wharf  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g  p l ace  near 

the  meetinghouse on Manchester Harbor. Th is  was known as t h e  town's  wharf  by 

t h e  common. A b r i dge  was b u i l t  across t he  r i v e r  i n  t h e  cen te r  o f  town i n  

1741. I n  1759 a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  road t o  Chebacco (School S t r e e t )  was 

abandoned and a  new road  l a i d  o u t  t o  t h e  westward o f  M i l l e t ' s  Swamp. This  

road was t h e  o r i g i n a l  road t o  Ipswich o r  Chebacco runn ing  t o  t he  northward of 

Moses Hi 11. 

Manchester 's popu la t i on  con t inued  t o  grow a t  a  s low r a t e  throughout  t h e  

Co lon ia l  per iod .  I n  1675, 100 t o  150 i n d i v i d u a l s  may have res ided  i n  the  

town. A  town census was taken i n  1761 which 1  i s t s  739 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n c l u d i n g  

23 b lacks,  seven Arcadians and one Ind ian .  135 f a m i l i e s  then l i v e d  i n  103 

houses f o r  a  r a t i o  o f  1.31 f a m i l i e s  pe r  house. I n  1765, 732 i n d i v i d u a l s  a re  

l i s t e d  as r e s i d i n g  i n  Manchester, a  s l i g h t  drop f rom 1761. Th is  popu la t ion  

represented 1.68% o f  t h e  Essex County To ta l  . I n  1765, 23 b l acks  o r  3.1 4% of 

t he  town's  popu la t ion ,  and one I n d i a n  l i v e d  i n  Manchester. 155 f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  

i n  103 houses f o r  a  r a t i o  o f  1.5 f a m i l i e s  pe r  house i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  town's  

popu la t i on  was r i s i n g  f a s t e r  than housing, p o s s i b l y  assoc ia ted  w i t h  mar i t ime 

t rades.  
8 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Manchester



I n  1675 Manchester r e s i d e n t s  were s t i l l  members o f  t he  Salem Church. A f t e r  

1677 Manchester r es i den t s  gathered a t  Bever ly  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  worship. The 

Manchester Congregat ional  Church was n o t  r e g u l a r l y  organized u n t i l  171 6. Very 

few records e x i s t  f o r  t he  town's  e a r l y  church h i s t o r y .  Manchester had 13 

m i n i s t e r s  be fo re  1636. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t t e rn  

Set t lement  growth was slow i n  Manchester throughout  t h e  Co lon ia l  per iod .  Some 

au thors  even no te  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  as unevent fu l  (Lamson 

1895: 61). The hun t  of  t h e  Four Hundred Acre g r a n t  a t  t h e  head o f  t h e  

Manchester Harbor con t inued  t o  develop as t he  town cen te r  w i t h  t h e  "Cove" 

growing as t h e  l onges t  p r e c i n c t  i n  t he  town by 1700 (Lamson 1895: 60). Most 

se t t lement  was s t i l l  concen t ra ted  i n  coas ta l  areas though by 1775 most areas 

o f  town had been s e t t l e d .  Manchester v i l l a g e  was gathered around t h e  town 

meetinghouse. New meetinghouses were b u i l t  i n  1691 and 171 9, a1 1 a t ,  o r  near, 

t he  same l o c a t i o n  as t h e  f i r s t  house. Three passages were a l s o  b u i l t  d u r i n g  

t h i s  per iod .  The f i r s t  was b u i l t  i n  1685 on School S t ree t ,  t h e  second i n  1699 

near t he  meetinghouse, and t h e  t h i r d  i n  1745. Manchester 's second school 

house was b u i l t  i n  1691. I n  1723 a new school houses was b u i l t  near t he  

meetinghouse i n  t he  cen te r  o f  town. 

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  n e a r l y  a l l  s e t t l e r s  i n  Manchester were 

freemen and had an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  town's  common lands. However, as 

popu la t ion  increased t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  common 1 ands were i n c r e a s i n g l y  

r e s t r i c t e d .  By 1713 the  owners o f  common lands  under p r o v i n c i a l  l aw became 

organized i n t o  a  t ype  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  of  commoners. Commoners 

managed t h e i r  o f f i c e s ,  e l e c t e d  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  and membership. Common lands  

were granted, s o l d  o r  r en ted  t o  va r i ous  i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups throughout  most 

of t h i s  per iod .  I n  1684 common lands  between t h e  county road  and Black Cove 

were l a i d  o u t  f o r  t h e  use o f  f ishermen. I n  1699 common lands  were s o l d  w i t h  

t h e  proceeds used f o r  t h e  parsonage. I n  1700 t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  common lands 

au thor i zed  t he  sa le  o f  Howes I s l and .  Common lands  were used aga in  t o  suppor t  

t he  m i n i s t r y  when t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  voted t o  g i v e  100 acres f o r  t he  town t o  

s e l e c t  a  m i n i s t e r .  Numerous o t h e r  uses were made o f  town commons i n c l u d i n g  

t he  town's  school houses and t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  c l a y  p i t .  The l a s t  d i v i s i o n  o f  

common 1 and was i n  1  763. 
9  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Manchester



D. Economic Base 

F i s h i n g  and mar i t ime r e l a t e d  t r ades  con t inued  t o  cha rac te r i ze  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  

of  Manchester 's economic base. A g r i c u l t u r a l  r e l a t e d  t rades  may have been 

equa l l y  impor tan t .  Most o f  Manchester 's se t t lement  was s t i l l  concentrated 

a1 ong t h e  town ' southern c o a s t l  i ne emphasizing t he  importance o f  coas ta l  

areas. Manchester Harbor developed as t h e  major  p o r t  area i n  t h e  town w i t h  

small e r  anchorages d o t t e d  a1 ong t h e  c o a s t l  i ne .  Local coas ta l  f i s h i n g  was 

s t i l l  pursued a1 though as l a r g e r  vessels  were b u i l t  t h e  o f f - sho re  bank f i s h e r y  

a l s  gained i n  importance. By 1696 vessels  o f  over  35 tons  a r e  l i s t e d  as owned 

i n  Manchester, many o f  which were probably  used f o r  coas t i ng  o r  t r a d i n g  

voyages t o  V i r g i n i a  and t h e  southern co lon ies .  Sh ipbu i l d i ng  was a l s o  present  

though i t  may have been o f  l o c a l  importance. A g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry gained 

i n  importance throughout  t h e  per iod .  Grains, p a r t i c u l a r l y  corn, cont inued t o  

cha rac te r i ze  most farm products  though vegetables may have been ga in i ng  i n  

importance. Cows, swine, oxen p robab ly  some sheep and horses cont inued t o  be 

impor tant .  Lime K i l n s  were p resen t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  as w e l l  as a t  l e a s t  one 

c l  ayp i  t near t h e  school house, p robab ly  f o r  b r i c k  and p o t t e r y  manufacture. 

Several saw m i l  1 s and g r i s t  m i l  1 s were a1 so preent,  many o f  which have unknown 

dates o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and were i n  ope ra t i on  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod .  

G r i s t m i l  1 s i nc l uded  John Know1 t o n ' s  m i l  1 i n  t h e  cen te r  o f  town, E a s k o t t ' s  m i l  1 

i n  West Manchester, I s r a e l  F o r s t e r ' s  m i l l ,  a m i l l  on Chubb's Creek, t h e  

G i l b e r t  m i l l  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a m i l l  a t  t h e  "Cove" near 

t h e  road t o  Magnol i a  S t a t i o n  (Lamson 1895: 356). A windmil  1 i s  a1 so repo r ted  

on t h e  p l a i n  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  Saw m i l l s  i nc l uded  t h e  Baker saw m i l l  near 

t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  t h e  road  t o  Essex and School St., two m i l l s  on Cheever's Creek 

one a t  t he  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  F o r s t e r  m i l  1, and t h r e e  m i l  1 s a t  t h e  "Cove" 

( (Lamson 1895: 356). 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  I n v e n t o r i e d  p r o p e r t i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  presence o f  f a m i l i a r  p e r i o d  

forms. Centra l  chimney, symmetrical gable houses a r e  most common, though 

t h ree  bay facades and gambrel r o o f s  a r e  noted. I s o l a t e d  example o f  Georgian 

p lan,  double chimney houses a r e  a1 so known. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  1656, measuring 18 f e e t  i n  

l e n g t h  w i t h  two gable ends. Soon t o o  small and i n  need o f  r e p a i r  ( "Rot tun") ,  

a second house was cons t ruc ted  i n  1691, measuring 30 by 25 f e e t  w i t h  16 f o o t  

studs, a roo f  1 i ke Wenham's, w i t h  be1 fry and t h r e e  g a l l e r i e s .  A watch house 

was added i n  1695. A t h i r d  was cons t ruc ted  i n  1799, cons iderab ly  l a r g e r  a t  45 

by 35 f e e t  w i t h  20 f o o t  he ight ,  and employing p lank r a t h e r  than s tud  

cons t ruc t i on ;  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1750s t h e  house was improved on i t s  i n t e r i o r ,  and a 

s teep le  and wathercock were added. The "Row" schoolhouse was mentioned by 

1685; a new one was b u i l t  by t h e  meetinghouse i n  1723 (each o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  

was t o  p rov ide  a s u i l  t a b l e  meet ing p lace  a f t e r  1738); an almshouse was 

discussed i n  1765. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1  775-1 830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  roads con t inued  i n  use and were improved. I n  1802 t h e  s t r e e t  

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  cove was improved, now t a k i n g  a more d i r e c t  pa th  over  Town 

H i l l ,  and i n  1817 t he  road t o  Essex opened. Manchester gained i t s  f i r s t  

r eg iona l  connect ion w i t h  Salem and Boston when a l i n e  o f  two-horse ca r r i ages  

began runs f rom Gloucester  t w i c e  weekly. By 1805 a four-horse stage p rov ided  

t h e  town w i t h  d a i l y  s e r v i c e  between these towns. 

The maintenance and improvement o f  t h e  harbor  proved e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  

community. I n  t h e  l a t e  e i gh teen th  century ,  a wharf  was cons t ruc ted  oppos i te  

the  Town Wharf, and i n  1817, a breakwater o r  wharf  was e rec ted  from Crow 

I s l a n d  i n t o  t h e  sea. 

B. Popul a t i  on 

Dur ing t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  town's  popu la t i on  grew a t  a steady pace from 949 i n  

1776 t o  1236 i n  1830. Small pox and typhus h i t  t h e  town l a t e  i n  t h e  

e igh teen th  century .  I t i n e r a t e  Methodis ts  were re fused  use o f  t h e  meetinghouse 

i n  1795, t h e  same yea r  Hop le ins ian  debate absorved t h e  congregat ion; 181 0 

brought  a r e v i v a l ,  b u t  t h i s  was f o l l owed  by aper iod  o f  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n .  An 

e a r l y  Sunday School operated here. Soc ia l  l i b r a r i e s  wre at tempted beginn ing 

i n  1804, and another  i n  1806, b u t  were soon broken up. 
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C. Set t lement  P a t t e r n  

P r i o r  t o  t he  War o f  1812, i t s  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  t h r i v e d  and munic ipa l  

improvements were many. A t  t h e  meetinghouse l o c a t i o n  a  school (1  785) and 

powderhouse (1810) were erected;  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  was es tab l i shed  (1803); and t he  

meetinghouse r e b u i l t  (1809). I n  1818 t h e  f i r s t  schoolhouse was removed and a  

new one cons t ruc ted  on School S t r e e t .  From t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  core  a t  School, 

Centra l ,  and Union S t r e e t s  ( a t  t h e  common), t he  town expanded l i n e a r l y  a long 

the  wa te r f r on t .  Commercial s t r u c t u r e s  were i n te r spe rsed  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a long  t h i s  w a t e r f r o n t  ax is ,  t he  most i n t ense  

se t t lement  ex tend ing  f rom Pine S t r e e t  a long  Centra l  t o  Union. A f t e r  181 2  t he  

f i s h i n g  business was d e b i l i t a t e d ,  sh ips  r o t t e d  i n  t h e  coves, and t h e  

t r a n s i t i o n  t o  cabinetmaking began. I n d u s t r y  now s h i f t e d  away from t h e  

w a t e r f r o n t  i t s e l f  and t o  t he  o u t b u i l d i n g s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  dwe l l i ngs ,  sca t t e red  

throughout t h e  town b u t  w i t h  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  dens i t y  remain ing near t h e  harbor  

and meetinghouse. Res iden t i a l  b u i  1  ding, p red i c tab l y ,  f o l  1  owed t h e  shore1 i ne. 

E l i t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  Centra l  S t r e e t  between Pine and Beach 

S t ree t ,  w i t h  i t s  vantage p o i n t  o f  Manchester Harbor. B u i l d i n g  pushed i n l a n d  

a long School S t r e e t  and onto Pleasant,  then dropped o f f  ab rup t l y .  B u i l d i n g  

was sca t t e red  a long  t h e  town 's  r u r a l  roadways, b u t  pockets developed a t  Fores t  

and Summer S t ree ts ,  a long  Summer a t  K e t t l e  Cove, and i n  West Manchester 

V i l l a g e .  

D. Economic Base 

For most of  t h e  Federal  p e r i o d  Manchester 's male r e s i d e n t s  made t h e i r  1  i v i n g s  

as fishermen. P r i o r  t o  t h e  War o f  181 2, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  town prospered as a  

r e s u l t  o f  i t s  f i s h e r i e s .  However, t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  mar i t ime a c t i v i t i e s ,  

occasioned by t h e  Embargo o f  1807 and then t he  war w i t h  B r i t a i n  i n  181 2, was a  

blow t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  f rom which Manchester never q u i t e  recovered. By 
1825-1830 bo th  f i s h i n g  and t h e  a n c i l l  a r y  i n d u s t r i e s  such as s h i p b u i l d i n g  and 

assoc ia ted c r a f t s  had dec l i ned  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  A  ropewalk t h a t  was p resen t  i n  

1791 was gone by t h e  end o f  t h e  per iod .  

While Manchester s u f f e r e d  a  few decades of  economic depression, t h e  seeds o f  a  

new i ndus t r y ,  cabinet-making, were sown d u r i n g  t h e  per iod .  Around t h e  t ime o f  

the  American Revolut ion,  t h e  f i r s t  cabinet-maker i n  Manchester, Moses Dodge, 

12 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Manchester



went i n t o  business. Others f o l l owed  Dodge's l e a d  d u r i n g  t he  nex t  few decades 

i n c l u d i n g  John Perry  A l l e n  i n  181 6. S t i l l ,  i n  1820 t h e r e  were o n l y  36 men 

engaged i n  manufacture o f  a1 1 k inds .  I n  1825, John P. A1 l e n  es tab l  i shed  a saw 

m i l l  where he c u t  mohagany veneers f o r  pianos, o t h e r  musical ins t ruments,  and 

probably  f o r  cab ine t s  as w e l l .  

Farming was undertaken on a small sca le  throughout  t h e  per iod .  I n  1791 t h e r e  

were o n l y  125 acres o f  t i l l a g e  land .  Another 453 acres were devoted t o  hays 

and 916 acres t o  pasturage. I n  1820 t h e r e  were b u t  38 farmers i n  Manchester. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t ia l  : As i s  common i n  many r e s i d e n t i a l  communities, t r a d i t i o n a l  cen te r  

chimney houses p e r s i s t  here i n  smal l  numbers. Pa i red  chimney Georgian forms 

increase p r o p o r t i o n a l l y ,  and excep t iona l  b r i c k  examples a r e  known. The town's  

h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  ma in ta ins  an 1823 s i n g l e  p i l e  L-p lan house o f  e i g h t  bays 

w i t h  cen te r  en t r y ,  h i p  r oo f ,  o f f  cen te r  be1 1 e-vedere, and co rn i ce  b l  ustrade; 

i t  was a1 t e r e d  ca. 1935 by Coolidge, Shepley, Bu l f i nch ,  and Abbott .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n  1809 t h e  F i r s t  p a r i s h  b u i l t  i t s  f o u r t h  meetinghouse; i t  i s  

gable f r o n t  i n  form w i t h  a  semi -p ro jec t ing  tower measuring 11 0 f e e t  w i t h  a  two 

staged octagonal be1 fry; t h i s  tower i s  screened by a pedimented p o r t i c o  w i t h  

t h r e e  e n t r i e s .  The shoolhouse was r e b u i l t  i n  1785, i t s  dimensions v a r i o u s l y  

repor ted  as 21 by 26 and 30 by 26 f e e t .  A new house o f  unknown appearance was 

b u i l t  a t  t h e  Midd le  D i s t r i c t  i n  1818. A combinat ion town and school house was 

b u i l t  i n  1822 w i t h  cupola b u t  no o t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  appearence a r e  known. 

V I  I I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1 870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

E x i s t i n g  roads con t inued  i n  use. New s t r e e t s  opened d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  

i nc l uded  Boardman ( i n  West Manchester), and Old Road ( i n  t h e  no r the rn  town). 

Extended were Beach S t r e e t  t o  S ing ing  Beach, Summer beyond Lambert H i l l ,  and 

Pine t o  P leasant  S t ree t .  A f t e r  a  f i r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  per iod ,  1837 saw bo th  the  

highway widened i n  t h e  b u r n t  d i s t r i c t  and a new stone b r i d g e  e rec ted  on Br idge 

S t ree t .  I n  1847, t h e  Gloucester  Branch o f  t h e  Boston and Maine Ra i l r oad  was 

completed and t h e  town f i n a l l y  p rov ided  r a i l  road communication w i t h  Boston. 
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The s t a t i o n ,  e rec ted  on Sea S t ree t ,  was moved t o  i t s  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  near 

Beach S t r e e t  i n  1852, and t h a t  road opened f rom i t  t o  Union S t ree t .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1835, rocks  were removed from t h e  harbor.  

The town's  popu la t i on  con t inued  t o  inc rease  a t  a  moderate r a t e ,  34.7%, f rom 

1236 i n  1830 t o  1665 i n  1870. Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  pace f l u c t u a t e d  more, 

growing most r a p i d l y  between 1840 and 1850, and f a l l i n g  s l i g h t l y  f rom 1837 t o  

1840, and again i n  t h e  1860s. The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  fo re ign-born  i n  1855 was 9%, 

i n c l u d i n g  I r i s h ,  ha1 f as many Cnadians, and Germans. Ten years  l a t e r  t he  

f i g u r e  dropped t o  8.5%, w i t h  fewer I r i s h  p resen t  and a  small number o f  

Portugal  newcomers. 

I n t e r n a l  s t r i f e  d i v i d e d  t h e  F i r s t  Congregat ional  Soc ie ty  between 1857 and 

reun ion  i n  1869. The town's  f i r s t  d i s s e n t i n g  group began meetingh i n  the  

1840s, beg inn ing  as Second method is ts  and C h r i s t i a n  Connection f o l l o w e r s  

befroe becoming B a p t i s t s  ca. 1850. A  h i g h  school was discussed i n  1835, and 

es tab l  i shed  i n  1848; t h e  d i s t r i c t  system was abandoned i n  1851. A  Lyceum 

L i b r a r y  was formed p r i o r  t o  1835. The abol i t i o n  Soc ie ty  h e l d  An t i -S l  avery 

p rayer  meetings here. Free S o i l e r s  found support ,  and t he  p a r t y  convent ion 

was h e l d  here i n  1856. The town 's  f i r s t  summer v i s i t o r ,  t h e  poe t  Richard H. 

Dana a r r i v e d  i n  1845. The town sen t  153 t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t t e rn  

The town's  o r i e n t a t i o n  g r a d u a l l y  t u rned  i n l a n d  as f ishermen were i n c r e a s i n g l y  

a t t r a c t e d  t o  Manchester' s  growing cabinetmaking i ndus t r y .  Munic ipa l  

improvements cont inued. Centra l  S t r e e t ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  " s ta tus "  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  

t he  p l a n t i n g  o f  shade t r e e s  t h e r e  i n  1835. I n  1844, a  B a p t i s t  meetinghouse 

was e rec ted  on School S t r e e t  near t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year ,  

t he  Congregat ional  meetinghouse remodelled. The town l i b r a r y  was e rec ted  i n  

the  meetinghouse l o c a l e  i n  1830, and symbo l i ca l l y  appropr ia te - - the  town h a l l  

i n  1868. 

Res iden t ia l  b u i l d i n g  f o l l owed  e a r l i e r  pa t te rns .  The f i n e s t  dwe l l i ngs  f i l l e d  

t he  i n t e r s t i c e s  between t h e  e l  i t e  b u i  1  d ings  a1 ready 1  i n i  ng Centra l  S t r e e t  

around Manchester Harbor. Houses now were sca t t e red  u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y  a1 ong the  
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town ' s coas ta l  a r t e r i  a1 (Route 1 27) w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c c e l e r a t i n g  a t  West 

Manchester, beg inn ing  a t  Masconomo Po in t ,  and a pushing f u r t h e r  i n 1  and a1 ong 

School, Pine, and Old School S t ree t s .  The town's  f i r s t  summer house was 

e rec ted  i n  1845 l i k e l y  on Masconomo Po in t ,  as b u i l d i n g s  began t o  d o t  t he  

peninsula d u r i n g  t h e  per iod .  

D. Economic Base 

Dur ing t h i s  per iod,  Manchester became p r i n c i p a l  l y  a town o f  cab i  net-making 

craf tsmen. E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  were an a lmost  equal number o f  men 

engaged i n  f i s h i n g  and n a v i g a t i n g  t h e  ocean as i n  manufacturing. I n  1840, 174 

men (42%) were engaged i n  t h e  former category,  171 men (41%) i n  t he  l a t t e r ,  

and t h e  remain ing 16% (68 men) i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  1865 manufactur ing employed 

185 men (79%), a g r i c u l t u r e  50 men (21%), and t h e  f i s h e r i e s  were n o t  even 

counted i n  t h e  census. 

I n  t he  mid  1830s t h e r e  were about 15 vessels  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  I n  1837 

t he re  were seven f i s h  ya rds  and t e n  f i s h  storehouse. By 1855 t h e r e  were o n l y  

ten  vessels  a c t i v e  and t h e  number o f  f ishermen had dropped t o  71. 

Manufactur ing was dominated by c a b i n e t  p roduc t ion  throughout.  As e a r l y  as 

1838 t h e r e  were twelve c h a i r -  and cabinet-making shops w i t h  120 employees and 

a p roduc t  va lue  a t  a lmost  $85,000. (By s o n t r a s t  t h e  va lue o f  t h e  mackerel and 

cod ca t ch  was o n l y  $1 1,000 t h e  same y e a r ) .  By 1865 t h e r e  were 160 male 

cabinet-makers work ing i n  17 shops whose products  were va lued a t  almost 

$93,000. These craftsmen were supp l i ed  w i t h  wood by f o u r  saw and p lann ing  

m i l l s  t h a t  c u t  lumber va lued a t  $13,000 i n  1865. I n  1835 John A l l e n  added a 

seam engine t o  h i s  veneer ing m i l l .  Using f o u r  veneer ing saws he became one o f  

t h e  l a r g e s t  producers o f  mohagany p iano veneer i n  t h e  Un i ted  States.  The o n l y  

o the r  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  note d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  were shoe manufactur ing, l e a t h e r  

tanning, and b a r r e l  p roduc t ion .  I n  bo th  1837 and 1865 t he re  were 15 people 

engaged i n  making shoes. The va lue o f  t h e  p roduc t  increased from $4,473.00 t o  

$1 2,000.00 d u r i n g  t h i s  span as t h e  number o f  p a i r s  o f  shoes grew from 3,100 t o  

5,000. One tannery was a l s o  i n  ope ra t i on  a t  bo th  dates, tann ing  2,000 h ides 

i n  1837 and 5,000 i n  1865. I n  1865 more than 32,000 casks and b a r r e l s  were 

made, valued a t  $10,000. 
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I n  1865 t h e r e  were 25 farms w i t h  a  modest t o t a l  o f  473 improved acres. 

P r i n c i p a l  products  were Engl i sh mowing hay, potatoes and corn. 

E. A rch i t ec tu re  

Res iden t ia l  : The town's  1  i m i  t e d  i n v e n t o r y  i n d i c a t e s  f am i l  i a r  r eg iona l  

p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h e  reg ion .  Symmetrical facade and e l e v a t i o n  gab1 e  b locks  remain 

popular.  They a re  supplanted, however, by t h e  t h ree  bay, s i de  en t r y ,  gable 

f r o n t ,  i n  bo th  1  & 1 /2  and 2  & 1 /2  s t o r y  s izes .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  a  meetinghosue i n  1844 which was l a t e r  

en larged and remodel l ed ;  i t  i s  p i c t u r e d  as a  gable f r o n t  form w i t h  proch 

en t ry ,  chipped gable w i t h  a  square tower, be1 fry, ad p innac les.  The 

separators  among t h e  Congrega t iona l i s ts  b u i l t  a  chapel o f  unknown appearance 

i n  1858. The town used i t s  p o r t i o n  of  su rp lus  federa l  revenues t o  b u i l d  a  new 

almshouse i n  1839. A  town h a l l  was cons t ruc ted  i n  1868, measuring o r i g i n a l l y  

42 by 62 fee t ,  2  & 1/2 s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t ,  t h r e e  bays on each s i de  w i t h  cen te r  

e n t r y  and a  h i p  r o o f .  S to r y  High Shcool may date t o  t h i s  per iod ,  a  1  & 1 /2  

s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  under a  gable r o o f ,  f i v e  bays i n  l e n g t h  w i t h  a  cen te r  e n t r y  

beneath a  facade gable as w e l l  as a  b e l f r y .  

T ranspor ta t ion :  Al though a  depot was e rec ted  near Beach S t r e e t  a t  mid 

century ,  i t  no l onge r  su rv i ves  and i t s  appearance i s  unknown. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1  870-1 91 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

E x i s t i n g  roads con t inued  i n  use and were upgraded. Several s t r e e t s  were 

opened i n  Manchester Center n o r t h  o f  Town H i l l  t o  accommodate t h e  town's  

i nc reas ing  t i d e  o f  new res iden t s ,  among them, L inco ln ,  Vine, and Desmond 

S t ree t s .  Winding s t r e e t s  were l a i d  a t  Lobster  Cove, a t  Cool idge Po in t ,  and 

south o f  Summer as space f o r  b u i l d i n g  a long  Manchester 's c o a s t l i n e  rose  t o  a  

premi um. 

The Harbor underwent s u b s t a n t i a l  improvements. Between Tappan and Summer 

S t ree t ,  t h e  t i d a l  waters had been gradual l y  f i l l i n g  i n .  With t he  cons t ruc t i on  

o f  Beach S t r e e t  (1873) and t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  low span b r i dge  over  t h e  t i d a l  

16 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Manchester



creek, access t o  t h e  harbor  was b locked except  by a small boat. Not u n t i l  1888 

was a stone a rch  b r i dge  erected.  Over t ime, t h e  e n t r i e s  area has been 

f i l l e d .  I n  1894, t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  coal  by barge from 

K n i g h t ' s  Coal Yard, t he  channel was dredged from t h e  town wharves t o  t he  P o i n t  

o f  Rocks. I n  1911, t h e  ent rance channel o f  t h e  harbor  was excavated. 

E a r l i e r ,  t he  channel passed toward Ga le 's  Po in t ,  west o f  t h e  P o i n t  o f  Rocks 

and then swung by Long Beach. 

Manchester' s  popu la t i on  increased 76.8% d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1665 people i n  

1870 t o  2,945 i n  1915. The l a r g e s t  growth s p u r t  occured between 1895 and 1900 

when t he  popu la t ion  increased 34%. The ac tua l  and r e l a t i v e  number of  

fo re ign-born  r e s i d e n t s  grew d r a m a t i c a l l y  between 1875 and 1915. There were 

172 immigrants l i v i n g  i n  Marblehead i n  1875 and 1008 i n  1915. T h e i r  X o f  t he  

t o t a l  popu la t i on  inc reased  f rom 11% t o  34.2% d u r i n g  t h e  same span. French 

Canadians and I r i s h - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  formed t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  immigrant 

popu la t ion .  S t i l l  , between 1905 and 191 5 t he  number o f  Poles grew from 16 t o  

114 and t h e  number o f  I t a l i a n s  from 25 t o  71. 

C. Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn  

By t he  l a t e  1 9 t h  century ,  b u i l d i n g  a long  t h e  town's  coas ta l  margins 

accelerated,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  town as one o f  t h e  premier  summer a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  

Boston 's  Gold Coast. The Masconomo house (a  popu la r  Hotel  ) was e rec ted  a t  t he  

S ing ing  Beach (O ld  Neck Beach) i n  1878. The area grew t o  become t h e  town's  

f a v o r i t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  spot  i n  t h e  1880 's  and i n  1992, moved from p r i v a t e  t o  

p u b l i c  ownership. I n  1895 t he  l a n d  a t  Tuck's P o i n t  was purchased by t he  town, 

and a rotunda was e rec ted  t h e r e  i n  1896. I n  1903, l a n d  a t  Masconomo Park was 

acquired, and woodland on Powder House Hi1 1 ( t o  p reven t  lumber ing) ,  i n  191 2. 

E l i t e  b u i l d i n g  was now a t t r a c t e d  o n l y  secondar i l y  t o  t h e  a1 ready dense harbor  

per imete r  a long  Centra l  and Union S t r e e t .  Now s ta tus  was assoc ia ted w i t h  

p r i vacy  and exclusiveness, and Masconomo Po in t ,  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  l o c a t i o n  f o r  

b u i l d i n g .  

As bo th  f i s h i n g  and cabinetmaking dec l ined,  Manchester 's s t a t u s  as a summer 

r e s o r t  was impor tan t  i n  s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  town's  economy. I n s t i t u t i o n a l  

cons t ruc t i on  slowed. S i g n i f i c a n t  improvements d u r i n g  t he  p e r i o d  i nc l uded  t he  
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e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  churches by t h e  Ca tho l i c s  (1873) a t  School S t ree t ;  and the  

u n i t a r i a n s ,  on Masconomo S t r e e t  91898); t he  remodel 1  i n g  o f  t he  town h a l l  

(1893) ; and t h e  opening l a t e  i n  t h e  cen tu ry  o f  an Episcopal church d u r i n g  the 

summer express ly  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  popu la t ion .  Commercial a c t i v i t i e s  now 

l o c a l i z e d  a long  Centra l ,  Union, and Beach S t ree t ,  i n  e f f e c t  extending from the  

common a long  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  depot. Manufactor ies were 

l i m i t e d ,  b u t  c l u s t e r e d  bo th  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l o c a l e ,  and i n l a n d  o f f  Central  

S t r e e t  on Elm. 

D. Economic Base 

Manufactur ing con t inued  t o  dominate t h e  Manchester economy d u r i n g  t h i s  

per iod .  I n  1875 manufactur ing occupat ions represented 60% o f  t h e  t o t a l  

workforce o f  401 men, w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  an f i s h e r i e s  (18%) and commerce (1  7%), 

accounted f o r  t h e  remainder. I n  1905 t he  r e a l  number o f  men i n  manufactur ing 

was about t h e  same, b u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  number dec l i ned  t o  41% o f  t h e  t o t a l  

workforce. Another 30% worked on farms, 28% i n  commerce, and o n l y  1% i n  the  

f i s h e r i e s .  

Despi te decl  i n i  ng i n  importance, cab i  net-maki ng remained t he  p r i n c i p a l  

manufactur ing a c t i v i t y  . As t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  progressed, cabinet-maki  ng s low ly  

s h i f t e d  t o  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  l i k e  Boston. S t i l l ,  because i t s  craf tsmen made a 

h i g h - q u a l i t y  cab ine t ,  Manchester con t inued  t o  cap tu re  a share o f  t he  market 

f o r  fancy cab ine ts .  I n  1875 t h e r e  were 13 c a b i n e t  shops b u t  a f t e r  t he  1993 

depression o n l y  two shops remained. Between 1875 and 1905, t h e  t o t a l  va lue o f  

cab ine ts  and a l l  o t h e r  manufactured goods f e l l  f rom $182,000 t o  $75,000, o r  by 

59%. 

The number o f  f ishermen remained small throughout  t h e  per iod ;  i n  1875 t h e r e  

were 17 f ishermen and n i n e  i n  1905. Dur ing  t he  same t ime t h e  number o f  

farmers increased f o r  57 t o  193. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t ia l  : One o f  t h e  most se r ious  ommissions i n  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  i nven to ry  i s  

t he  absence o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o r t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

cons t ruc ted  a long  t h e  coas t  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  A 1907 quide t o  t h e  coas t  

mepped 169 such houses, l i s t i n g  owner and t enan t  where app l i cab le .  Several o f  
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these a r e  f ea tu red  i n  S c u l l y ' s  The Sh ing le  S t y l e  and t he  S t i c k  S t y l e  ( rev .  ed. 

1971 ) . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1873 a miss ion  from B e v e r l y ' s  S t a r  o f  t he  Sea was 

es tab l  i shed  here i n  a small gable f r o n t  w i t h  e n t r y  porch and l a n c e t  windows, 

measuring 50 by 38 f e e t .  u n i t a r i a n s  b u i l t  a summer church o f  unknown 

appearance i n  1895. The Manchester Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y  i s  a McKim design o f  1887, 

a complex massing o f  stone i n  a Romanesque Reviva l  des ign w i t h  tower. A f i r e  

s t a t i o n  of  1885 su rv i ves  as t h e  p o l i c e  s ta t i on ,  a 1 & 1 /2  s t o r y  gable b lock  

w i t h  a fan1 i t  door a t  each end o f  t h e  1 ong w a l l  , a 1 arge opening i n  t h e  gab1 e 

end. ANother engine house i s  p i c t u r e d  as a 2 & 1 /2  s t o r y  h i p  b l ock  w i t h  

dormers d a t i n g  t o  1891 . 

Commercial: Masconoms House was b u i l t  i n  1878, a t h r e e  s t o r y  mansard 230 f e e t  

i n  leng th ,  w i t h  p a v i l l i o n s  a t  each end, and a tower i n  t h e  cen te r .  The west 

end burned i n  191 9, i t  was purchased i n  1931 by t h e  S ing ing  Beach Trust ,  and 

i n  1944 was conver ted t o  a residence. An octagonal " ro tunda"  designed by E.A. 

Pluscomb was b u i l t  a t  Tucks P o i n t  i n  1896. 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1  91 5-1 940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

The Gloucester  Branch o f  t h e  Boston and Maine Ra i l r oad  cont inues t o  se rv i ce  

t he  town, a t y p i c a l  commute by r a i l  t o  Boston averaging o n l y  45 minutes. The 

town's  p r i n c i p a l  highways a r e  Routes 127 and 128. Rte. 127 runs from Bever ly  

and Salem, through Manchester t o  (and around) Cape Ann, u n t i l  i t  j o i n s  Route 

128. Rte. 128, t he  g i a n t  a r t e r i a l  l o o p i n g  through Boston 's  suburbs, passes 

through t h e  no r the rn  town enroute t o  i t s  terminus i n  Gloucester.  

Popul a ti on 

Manchester exper ienced a qu ick  l o s s  o f  popu la t i on  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  (down 

16% between 1915 and 1920) and was unable t o  recoup those losses  u n t i l  

mid-century.  A f t e r  i nc reas ing  33% between 1945 and 1955, Manchester was ab le  

t o  achieve a 14.6% r a t e  o f  growth f o r  t he  E a r l y  Modern decades as a whole. 

The town ranked above t h e  county  average f o r  i t s  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  fo re ign-born  

throughout  t h e  per iod,  c l a i m i n g  34% ( r a t h e r  than 31.3%) i n  191 5 and 20.6% 
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( r a t h e r  than  20%) i n  1940. I n  1915, a t  t he  l a s t  a v a i l a b l e  data, Manchester's 

p r i n c i p a l  n a t i v i t i e s  were Canadian (28.6%), I r i s h  (25.7%) and Poles (11.3%). 

With t he  c o n t i n u i n g  presence o f  Manchester 's e l i t e  summer popu la t i on  were a 

concomitant c l u s t e r  of c u l  t u r a l  ameni t ies .  The Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

served t h e  town d u r i n g  t h e  summer months on ly ,  c a t e r i n g  express ly  t o  t he  

v i s i t i n g  upper c lass .  Perhaps re f1  e c t i  ng t h i s  i n o r d i n a t e l y  weal t h y  segment o f  

town, i n  t he  1952 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  75.4% o f  Manchester 's v o t i n g  

popu la t ion  opted republ ican,  and 24.5% democrat ic.  

C. Set t lement  Pa t t e rn  

With i t s  summer popu la t i on  inc reas ing ,  r es i den t s  con t inued  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  

preserve t he  p ic tu resque cha rac te r  o f  t h e i r  town. I n  1921, Manchester gained 

t i t l e  t o  t h e  White and C la rk  Beaches i n  t he  Main Cove, and t o  L i t t l e  Crow 

Is land .  I n  1940, Powder House H i l l  became a p u b l i c  p rope r t y  ( f o r  conservat ion 

purposes and i n  1943, t h e  B r i c k  Pond a r e  was a1 so acqu i red  by t h e  town. 

Manchester' s  commercial c o r r i d o r  now extended u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y  f rom t h e  corner  

o f  Elm S t r e e t  ( s t i l l  a  nucleus o f  small manufactur ing a c t i v i t i e s )  a long  

Centra l  and Union t o  Beach S t r e e t  a t  t he  r a i l r o a d .  Lower School S t r e e t  a l s o  

a t t r a c t e d  l i m i t e d  r e t a i l  en te rp r i ses ,  as f a r  as t he  engine house and B a p t i s t  

meetinghouse l o c a l e .  I n t r u s i o n s  were most concentrated on Beach S t ree t ,  where 

srnal 1  shopping cen te rs  j o i n e d  automobil e-re1 a ted  serv ices .  

Res iden t ia l  b u i l d i n g  cont inued. As Route 128 was planned i n  t h e  nor thern  

town, dwe l l i ngs  began t o  be a t t r a c t e d  t o  t he  i n t e r i o r  v i l l a g e ,  a long  School 

S t ree t ,  a long  Pine, and now n o r t h  o f  Pleasant.  Bu t  i n  t h e  no r the rn  t h i r d  o f  

the town, t h e  t e r r a i n  was so broken t h a t  i t  remained v i r t u a l l y  devoid o f  

dwe l l i ngs .  The e x c l u s i v e  homes o f  t h e  weal t h y  con t inued  t o  be e rec ted  o f f  

Masconomo Road a t  Smith Po in t ,  t h e  roadways t h e r e  weaving maze- l ike across t h e  

rugged t e r r a i n  o f  t h e  peninsula.  Also a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

upper c r u s t  were West Manchester, and Cool idge Po in t ,  l i t e r a l l y  any coas ta l  

l o c a t i o n  now commanding a premium p r i c e .  

D. Economic Base 

By the  c l ose  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  Manchester 's economy was dominated by t he  se rv i ce  

and t r a d e  sec to rs .  Th is  s h i f t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  importance o f  t h e  growing summer 
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r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y .  Employing a lmost  i d e n t i c a l  numbers o f  people, t h e  se rv i ce  

i n d u s t r y  (105 people)  and wholesale ad r e t a i l  t r ade  (101 people) accounted f o r  

51.4% o f  t he  1954 workforce.  Next i n  o rde r  o f  importance was a g r i c u l t u r e ,  

which employed 17.7% (71 people)  and manufacturing, which employed 13% (52 

people) .  Const ruct ion,  accounted f o r  most o f  t h e  remain ing 18%. 

I n  1954 t h e r e  were o n l y  f i v e  manufactur ing f i r m s  i n  Manchester, i n c l u d i n g  a  

p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  f i r m ,  C r i c k e t  Press; a  dese r t  food  producer, K e t t l e  

Cove I n d u s t r i e s ;  and a  boa t  r e p a i r  shop, Manchester Marine Cons t ruc t ion  Co. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

No i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  p e r i o d  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The h i s t o r i c  downtown faces t h e  ub iqu i t ous  t h r e a t  o f  submission t o  modern 

commercial cons t ruc t i on .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  o n l y  t he  h i s t o r i c  charac te r  o f  Beach 

S t r e e t  has been s a c r i f i c e d .  Zoning laws appear t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Cente r ' s  

r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  f rom commercial i n t r u s i o n ,  a t  t h i s  t ime o n l y  sca t te red  

en te rp r i ses  p e r c o l a t i n g  n o r t h  up School S t ree t .  A1 though r e s i d e n t i a l  

b u i  1  ding, espec ia l  l y  a t  t h e  e l  i t e  1  eve1 , cont inues,  p r i c e s  and t h e  tendency t o  

subdiv ide l a n d  i n  l a r g e  l o t s  appears t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  town from 

overdevelopment. Condominium c o n s t r u c t i o n  remains con f i ned  t o  t he  Pine S t r e e t  

v i c i n i t y  i n  r u r a l  Manchester, and mu1 ti - fam i l y  (apartment)  dwel l  ings,  t o  

Brooks S t r e e t  immediately behind Town Hi1 1. S i n g l e  f a m i l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  1  i k e l y  

w i l l  c o n t i  nue t o  predomi nate.  

Manchester's i nven to ry  o f  o n l y  35 b u i l d i n g s  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  town's  pr imary 

v i l l a g e  c o r r i d o r  and i t s  p r e  1830 r e s i d e n t i a l ,  and i n s t i t u i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

Numerous problems plaque t h i s  small group o f  forms i n c l u d i n g  m iss ing  photos, 

d u p l i c a t e  forms, and s t ree tscape photos a t tached  t o  b u i l d i n g  forms w i t h  no 

accompanying data. The town's  subs tan t i a l  and h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o r t  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  n o t  considered. 
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X I I .  FINDER'S AID 

Pockets, Co lon ia l  and Federal  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  Morse Cour t  

E l i t e  La te  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  Smith P o i n t  

18 th  and 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  s t reetscapes Centra l  S t ree t ,  
School /North and 
Washington S t r e e t s  
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