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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY 

DATE: COMMUNITY : Lunenbur g  

I. HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Lunenburg  is a  r u r a l ,  s u b u r b a n  community a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  
C e n t r a l  H i g h l a n d s ,  a l o n g  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  Mulpus Brook and Catacoonamug 
Brook c o r r i d o r s .  N a t i v e  pond s i t e s  a r e  l i k e l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h  a t  l a k e  
Wahlom (Unkechewalom) , Lake S h i r l e y  (Ca tacoonamug ) , and Massapog 
Pond.  F i r s t  European  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1 7 1 8  was a t t r a c t e d  by Mulpus 
Brook and Catacoonamug Brook meadowlands ,  and a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  by 1 7 2 9 .  The town r e m a i n e d  a  g a r r i s o n e d  f r o n t i e r  
o u t p o s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  f a c i l i t i e s  
f rom n a t i v e  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  (now Ashby)  a s  l a t e  a s  
1 7 4 9 .  D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  
1 8 t h  and  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h i l e  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  d e v e l o p e d  
n o r t h w a r d  a s  a  c i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  on t h e  east-west c o u n t y  
h ighway  ( M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue ) . R a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  t o w n ' s  s o u t h e r n  and s o u t h w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r i e s ,  and no  m a j o r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p e d .  Late 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  c o n n e c t i o n s  f rom F i t c h b u r g  a n d  L e o m i n s t e r  i n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  l e d  t o  s u b u r b a n  g r o w t h  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an 
amusement pa rk  complex a t  Whalom Lake.  E a r l y  a u t o m o b i l e  s u b u r b  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  a t  Wahlom Lake and  a l o n g  R o u t e  2  (now 2A).  
W i d e s p r e a d  pos t -war  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  p e r s i s t s ,  and may t h r e a t e n  
r e m a i n i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  
( p a r  titularly L e o m i n s t e r  Road and  L a n c a s t e r  Avenue ) , and t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  ( F l a t  H i l l ,  Mulpus Road ) .  R e c e n t  c i v i c  and  c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  R o u t e  2A h a s  i n f r i n g e d  on  Lunenburg  C e n t e r ,  
a l t h o u g h  much o f  t h e  mid-19th  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e  r e m a i n s  i n  t a c t .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  as a  town i n  1 7 2 8  f r o m  " S o u t h  Townn p a r t  o f  T u r k e y  H i l l s  
g r a n t  o f  1 7 1 9 ,  i n c l u d i n g  Woburn Farms ( g r a n t e d  16641 ,  D o r c h e s t e r  
Farms ( g r a n t e d  1 7 1 7 ) ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  small 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  g r a n t s .  
A d d i t i o n a l  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  i n  1 7 3 2 ,  1 7 3 3 .  P a r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town o f  
F i  t c h b u r g  i n  1764 .  

I1 I. TOPOGRAPHY 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Mulpus Brook c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Whalom Pond/Massapog Pond f o c u s  i n  
s o u t h .  E a s t / w e s t  t r a i l  s o u t h  o f  Mulpus Brook i n f e r r e d  a s  Elmwood 
Road o v e r  F l a t  H i l l - P i n e  S t r e e t - A r b o r  S t r e e t - N o r t h f i e l d  
Road-Ches tnu t  S t r e e t - W h i t e  S t r e e t .  N o r t h e r n  u p l a n d  b r a n c h e s  
c o n j e c t u r e d  on H i g h l a n d  S t r e e t - W e s t  Townsend Road, a n d  Townsend 
Harbor  Road. S o u t h e r n  t r a i l  p a s t  Massapog Pond i n f e r r e d  a s  
L a n c a s t e r  A v e n u e - S h i r l e y  Road- F o r t  Pond Road, w i t h  eas t  b r a n c h  t o  
Catacoonamug Brook on S h i r l e y  Road. S o u t h w e s t  b r a n c h  t o  Whalom Pond 
i n f e r  r e d  a s  L e o m i n s t e r  Road-Elm S t r  eet-Whalom Pond .  



B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

L i k e  mos t  n o r t h e r n  W o r c e s t e r  Coun ty  towns  no a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i tes  
a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  town. S e v e r a l  ponds  i n  t h e  town,  Lake S h i r l e y ,  
Massapog Pond,  Lake Whalom, a n d  H i c k o r y  H i l l s  L a k e ,  p r o v i d e  l i k e l y  
s h o r e s  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n .  O t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  d r y  k n o l l s  n e a r  
Mulpus Brook i n  t h e  n o r t h .  Low d e n s i t y  a n d  s h o r t - t e r m  o c c u p a t i o n  is 
p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e s e  u p l a n d  a r e a s ,  from b a s e  camps on t h e  Nashua i n  
L a n c a s t e r  , a n d  i n  S t e r  l i n g .  

C. S u b s i s t a n c e :  

The  a r e a  was v i s i t e d  s e a s o n a l l y  b y  small t a s k  and  f a m i l y  g r o u p s ,  
p r  imar  i l y  f o r  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  . 
V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A. T r  a n s  p o r  t a t  i o n  Rou t e s  : 

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Among t h e  N a t i v e  American p e o p l e s ,  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e .  Towards t h e  p e r i o d ' s  end two t r a c t s  a r e  g r a n t e d  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s :  i n  1 6 6 3  a  g r a n t  o f  204 acres  t o  N a t h a n i e l  Walker n e a r  
t h e  S h i r l e y  l i n e ,  i n  1 6 7 2  a  g r a n t  o f  150 a c r e s  t o  F r a n c e s  Adams, 
a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t .  

C. S u b s i s t a n c e :  

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  
w i t h  some r e d u c t i o n  due  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  P r a y i n g  Towns, and t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  p r e s e n c e  o f  c o l o n i a l s  a n d  f u r  t r a d i n g .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P e r i o d :  

Na ti 
(172  
e a r  1 

v e  T r a i l s  a r e  improved  a s  roadways  f rom t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  
9 ) t o  o u t l y i n g  f a r m s  and s u r r  o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  . Impor t a n t  
y  r o u t e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  r o a d  e a s t  t o  G r o t o n  ( M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

Avenue-Arbor S t r e e t - P i n e  S t r  eet-Elmwood Road ) , s o u t h  t o  L a n c a s t e r  
( L a n c a s t e r  Avenue-Sh i r  l e y  Road ; F o r t  Pond Road ), a n d  Nor t h f i e l d  Road 
west ( c a .  1 7 3 6 ) .  O t h e r  r o u t e s  c o n n e c t  t o  Ashby and t h e  Townsend 
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  a n d  t o  L e o m i n s t e r  a n d  l a t e r  F i t c h b u r g  i n  t h e  
s o u t h  and  west. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

F i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  h o u s e l o t s ,  n i n e  f a m i l i e s  were 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town i n  f i v e  g a r r i s o n s ;  a  y e a r  l a t e r  o n l y  10  o f  t h e  
26  h o u s e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  were i n h a b i t e d .  With i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1 7 2 8 ,  
t h e r e  were 28 men i n  t h e  town. With t h e  abandonment  o f  some o f  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  towns  i n  1736-44 ,  t h i s  a r e a  was p a r t  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i n e  
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o f  s e t t l e m e n t ;  s o l d i e r s  were s t a t i o n e d  i n  town,  which was a t t a c k e d  
i n  1 7 4 8 .  S e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  more r a p i d l y  t h e r e a f t e r  a n d  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h e d  743 i n  1765  a n d  978 i n  1 7 7 6 .  

The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  was o r d a i n e d  i n  1 7 2 8  b u t  soon  d i s m i s s e d  
f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  a  g r a v e  and s o b e r  enough demeanor .  B a r b e r  c l a i m s  
t h a t  many o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  came f rom I r e l a n d  a n d  S c o t l a n d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

The  a r e a  now Lunenburg  was l e g i s l a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Nor th town 
no own send) and Sou th town ( L u n e n b u r g )  and  F i t c h b u r g )  i n  1719 i n  t h e  
a r e a  known as T u r k e y  H i l l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  g r a n t s  
o f  t h e  l a t e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  two towns owned s u b s t a n t i a l  a c r e a g e  
h e r e :  a 1 6 6 4  g r a n t  o f  Woburn was r e c o n f i r m e d  i n  1 7 1 6 ,  l a i d  o u t  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  and e q u a l l e d  2000 a c r e s ;  and  an a d d i t i o n a l  1000 a c r e s  
were g r a n t e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  t o  t h e  town o f  D o r c h e s t e r ,  j u s t  west o f  
t h e  a b o v e .  E i g h t y  p r o p r i e t o r s  were a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  town a t  t h e  
p r i c e  o f  o n e  pound p e r  50 a c r e s .  I n  1720 t h e  f i r s t  l o t s  were 
s u r v e y e d ,  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  g r a n t  b u t  t h e i r  s i z e  
is unknown. The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was a l s o  l o c a t e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  town ,  b u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  whole  g r a n t .  

D. Economic Base:  

V e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  town.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few p e r i o d  s u r v i v a l s .  The c e n t e r  chimney h o u s e  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  b u i l d i n g  t y p e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 3 5 '  x  4 5 '  ) b u i l t  i n  1 7 2 8 .  
Second m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 4 5 '  x  6 0 ' )  b u i l t  i n  1749 .  S c h o o l h o u s e  e r e c t e d  
n e a r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1 7 4 1 .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o l o n i a l  h ighways  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  new 
east/west c o u n t y  r o a d  t h r o u g h  Lunenburg  c e n t e r  t o  F i t c h b u r g  i n  1830 
(now R o u t e  2 A - M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  q u i t e  s t a b l e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a s  
it would  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  The t o t a l  f i g u r e  o f  1265  i n  
1 7 7 6  grew t o  o n l y  1317  b y  1830 ;  t h e  p e r i o d  h i g h  was 1 3 7 1  i n  1 8 1 0 ,  
p e r i o d  low 1209 i n  1820 .  L a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r  
w i t h d r e w  f rom h i s  p o s t  d u e  t o  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  an  O r t h o d o x  
c h u r c h .  A M e t h o d i s t  s o c i e t y  was fo rmed  i n  1 8 0 3 ,  and b u i l t  a  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Some m i g r a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  t o  N e w  
Hampsh i re  towns i n c l u d i n g  W i n c h e s t e r  , Walpo le  , C h a r l e s  town and 
R i n d g e  . 
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

D i s p e r s e d ,  u p l a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s .  Some 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o c c u r s  n e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  
l i n e a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  s o u t h  on L a n c a s t e r  Avenue ,  a n d  less i n t e n s i v e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  n o r t h  o n  H i g h l a n d  S t r e e t  t o w a r d  t h e  N o r t h  Cemete ry .  The 
f i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  Church ( 1 8 1 3 )  is l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Nor th  C e m e t e r y  
on N o r t h f i e l d  Road, t h e  Second  M e t h o d i s t s  Church ( 1 8 2 9 )  is r e l o c a t e d  
f u r t h e r  s o u t h  on H i g h l a n d  S t r e e t .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  i n  
1870 o f  t h e  N e w  Townsend Road a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r ,  a n d  
L e o m i n s t e r  Road s o u t h  o f  t h e  C e n t e r .  The F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 4 5 )  
p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  and S o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r s  o f  town.  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e s  s l o w l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f rom 1317 
i n  1830 t o  1 1 2 1  i n  1870 .  A g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n s  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  
employment  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  p e a k i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  when 
n e a r l y  f i v e  times a s  many men were f a r m e r s  a s  m e c h a n i c s  a n d  
o p e r a t i v e s .  S m a l l  numbers  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  came t o  t h e  town,  6 . 4 %  i n  
1855 a n d  4% i n  1 8 6 5 ,  p r i m a r i l y  f rom I r e l a n d ,  and s m a l l e r  numbers  
f r o m  E n g l a n d  and  C a n a d a .  The T r i n i t a r i a n  members o f  t h e  F i r s t  
P a r i s h  w i t h d r e w  f rom t h e i r  own c h u r c h  i n  1835 .  W i t h i n  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  
C h u r c h ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Mi l le r i te  movement i n  
1842 .  An Academy o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town f r o m  1839 t o  1866 .  A Fa rmers  
C lub  was fo rmed  i n  1 8 4 8 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The  f o c u s  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  s h i f t s  n o r t h  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Ave. 
w i t h  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church ( 1 8 3 0 ) ,  t h e  
Academy ( 1 8 3 9 1 ,  t h e  f i r s t  Town House  ( 1 8 3 9 )  a n d  t h e  O r t h o d o x  Church 
( 1 8 4 4 ) .  New r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  west o f  t h i s  c i v i c  f o c u s  
on  t h e  new C o u n t y  Road ( M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Ave. ) 

D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  w i t h  many s m a l l  
c o o p e r a g e  s h o p s .  The F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  d e p o t  ( 1 8 4 5 )  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  C e n t e r  ch imney  h o u s e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  b u i l t ,  r e a r  w a l l  
chimney h o u s e s  a l s o  n o t e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  M e t h o d i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  l o c a t e d  on Nor t h f i e l d  Road i n  
1 8 1 3 .  Second  M e t h o d i s t  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1829 .  By 1785 ,  f i v e  
d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t .  I n c r e a s e s  t o  n i n e  b y  1792.  
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

By t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  f rom 
F i t c h b u r g  and L e o m i n s t e r  t o  Whalom P a r k  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  (Summer 
S t r e e t  - t h e n  N o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  new r i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  E l e c t r i c  Avenue, 
w i t h  l o o p  west o f  Whalom Lake,  t h e n  s o u t h  t o  L e o m i n s t e r ) .  A b r a n c h  
is a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  n o r t h  t o  Lunenbur g  C e n t e r  ( P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  - 
L e o m i n s t e r  Road ) and  a  l i n e  r u n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town 
f o r  N o r t h  L e o m i n s t e r  t o  Sh i r  l ey /Ayer  ( r  i g h  t - o f  -way n o r t h  o f  
F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  t o  G o o d r i c h  S t r e e t  - t h e n  a l o n g  S h i r l e y  R o a d ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  v a r y i n g  l i t t l e  f rom 1 1 0 0 .  I n  1895  t h e  t o t a l  
expanded  t o  1 2 3 7 ,  t o  1 3 3 2  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  t o  1393  i n  1 9 1 0 ,  a n d  t o  1610 i n  
1915 .  A g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  employment,  o u t n u m b e r i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  3  t o  1 t h r o u g h  most  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1 9 1 5 ,  however ,  
t h e  r a t i o  had s h i f t e d  t o  1 . 5  t o  1. I m m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  town 
i n c r e a s e d  f rom 5 . 5 %  i n  1875  t o  1 4 . 7 %  i n  1 9 1 5 .  Many d i f f e r e n t  
c o u n t r i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  i n c l u d i n g  I r e l a n d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  E n g l i s h  
a n d  F r e n c h  C a n a d a ,  E n g l a n d ,  S c o t l a n d ,  a n d  l a t e r  F i n n s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  is t h e  g rowth  o f  s t r e e t c a r  
s u b u r b s  o f  F i t c h b u r g  a n d  L e o m i n s t e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  i n  t h e  Baker 
D i s t r i c t  ( n o r t h  o f  Summer S t r e e t  a n d  e a s t  o f  Baker P o n d ) ,  a n d  a r o u n d  
Whalom Park  on t h e  west s i d e  o f  Whalom Lake ( b o t h  s o u t h  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  
a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  l a k e ) .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  some r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r s  eas t  on M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  is r e f l e c t e d  i n  l i t t l e  
b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y .  G a b l e  end  h o u s e s  w i t h  modest  p e r i o d  t r i m  
pr  e d o m i n a t e  . Some d o u b l e  chimney h o u s e s  a r e  b u i l t .  P r e d o m i n a n t  
form o f  t h e  p e r i o d  is t h e  g a b l e - e n d  h o u s e ,  b o t h  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n  
a n d  f  i v e - b a y  , c e n t e r  e n t r y  v e r s i o n  . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  T h i r d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 5 0 '  x  6 4 ' )  is g a b l e - e n d  Greek 
R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y .  Or thodox  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1844.  The 1829 M e t h o d i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  is c o m p l e t e l y  
r e m o d e l l e d  i n  1870  t o  r e s e m b l e  p e r i o d  r e v i v a l  s t y l e  d e s i g n s .  

A town h a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1839 and s u b s e q u e n t l y  s o l d  and moved i n  
1 8 6 7  when t h e  town b o u g h t  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church a n d  C o n v e r t e d  i t  t o  a  
town h a l l .  

A new c e n t e r  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 3 5 .  An academy 
was b u i l t  i n  1 8 4 1  and t h e n  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s o l d  t o   itchb burg i n  1867.  
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X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

By t h e  e a r l y  1920s t h e  eas t /wes t  Mohawk T r a i l  auto  co r r ido r  is 
e s t a b l i s h e d  through Lunenburg cen te r  on Massachusetts Avenue ( o l d  
Route 7 ,  then Route 2 ,  now Route 2 A ) .  A branch to  Groton in t h e  
e a s t  becomes Route 25. A new Route 13 co r r ido r  is b u i l t  from 
Leominster n o r t h e a s t  t o  Townsend west of Whalom Lake ( E l e c t r i c  
Avenue - Chase Road). Other l o c a l  roads  a r e  paved and improved a s  
automobile highways . 
B. popula t ion:  

The town's populat ion cont inued t o  grow a s  a  suburb of Fi tchburg,  
from 1610 in  1915, t o  2195 in  1940. The propor t ion of foreign-born 
expanded s l i g h t l y  from 14.7% in 1915 t o  1 6 . 4 %  in 1940. That same 
year 2 6 . 2 %  of t he  popula t ion was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r u r a l .  

C. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

S t r e e t c a r  and e a r l y  automobile suburban development cont inues  in t h e  
southwest .  Concentra t ions  o f  r e s idences  occur on p a r a l l e l  S t r e e t s  
nor th  and south of Whalom Road west of Whalom Lake, and a long Route 
2/13 (Massachusetts  Avenue) from t h e  Fitchburg border e a s t .  Some 
co t t age  development occurs  a long t h e  west s i d e  of S h i r l e y  Reservoir ,  
and in  t h e  nor th  Dickson Reservoir  (Hickory Mills Lake) is c r e a t e d .  
Some e a r l y  automobi le-re la ted commercial a c t i v i t i e s  occur on Route 2 .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  ; Some Colonia l  Rev i v a l  and Four Square p lans .  Cottages 
a long  Lake Sh i r l ey .  

X I .  OBSERVATIONS: 

Very poor inven tory ;  e s s e n t i a l l y  of no va lue .  No in format ion ,  
inc lud ing  d a t e s  on forms, and obviously no research  on any bu i ld ings .  
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