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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: March 1982 Community: Longmeadow 

Topography: 

Longmeadow i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  v a l l e y .  The w e s t e r n  
q u a r t e r  of t h e  town i s  p a r t  of t h e  f e r t i l e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n .  
The remainder  of Longmeadow i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  p l a t e a u  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a  
s m a l l  a r e a  of moderate up lands  i n  t h e  sou thwes te rn  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p l a t e a u .  
Aside  from t h e  r i c h  loam of t h e  r i v e r  bo t tomlands ,  t h e  s o i l  i s  b a s i c a l l y  
sandy. There i s  l i m i t e d  marshland,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
h a l f  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n .  E x t e n s i v e  o u t c r o p s  of 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  v a l l e y  r e d  sands tone  e x i s t  i n  Longmeadow. Loca l  use  
i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  numerous s a n d s t o n e  g rave  markers  and house founda t ions .  
The town i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  d r a i n a g e .  The Connec t i cu t  
R ive r  forms Longmeadow's w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  w h i l e  s e v e r a l  minor t r i b u t a r i e s  
d r a i n  e a s t  t o  w e s t  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  The o n l y  f r e s h w a t e r  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h r e e  
manmade ponds . 
P o l i t i c a l  Boundaries:  

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  of S p r i n g f i e l d  g r a n t  c a l l e d  Long Meadow by 
1664 and e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  T h i r d  P a r i s h  of S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1713. Southern  
boundary w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1714 a d j u s t e d  from e a r l i e r  
1642 Woodward and S a f f e r y  su rvey ,  and wes te rn  l i n e  of C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
w i t h  West S p r i n g f i e l d  d e f i n e d  i n  1774. I n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  town of Long- 
meadow from S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1783 i n c l u d i n g  E a s t  Longmeadow d i s t r i c t .  
Nor thern  boundary w i t h  S p r i n g f i e l d  formed i n  1890 a s  F o r e s t  Pa rk  annex,  
and e a s t e r n  boundary l i n e  d e f i n e d  i n  1894 w i t h  s e p a r a t i o n  of E a s t  
Longmeadow. 

H i s t o r i c  Overview: 

A f f l u e n t  suburban town on p r imary  c o r r i d o r  between S p r i n g f i e l d  and 
H a r t f o r d .  Located a l o n g  e a s t  bank of C o n n e c t i c u t  River w i t h  sus -  
p e c t e d  n a t i v e  s i tes  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o o d  p l a i n  and a long  c r e s t  of a l l u v i a l  
t e r r a c e  on a x i s  of Longmeadow Brook. E a r l y  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  from 
S p r i n g f i e l d  by mid-17th c e n t u r y  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of homesteds i n  Long- 
meadow f l o o d  p l a i n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  on n a t u r a l  l e v e e ,  a l t h o u g h  si tes 
remained undocumented. S e r i o u s  f l o o d i n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  f o r c e s  
r e l o c a t i o n  of s e t t l e m e n t  t o  Longmeadow S t r e e t ( R o u t e  5) by e a r l y  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y .  S e v e r a l  r e s t o r e d  C o l o n i a l  houses  remain i n t a c t  around town 
common w i t h  mid-18th c e n t u r y  bury ing  ground and e l e m e n t s  of o r i g i n a l  
meet ing  house. A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  Revo lu t ion  
w i t h  some n o t a b l e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  of s t y l i s h  d e s i g n ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  i n ~ p r e s s i v e  end-chimney b r i c k  example. Town c e n t e r  remained 
a s  extended street v i l l a g e  th rough  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  l i m i t e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  l o c a l  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n .  I n c r e a s i n g  
expansion of S p r i n g f i e l d  t r o l l e y  system and e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  of F o r e s t  
pa rk  con t inued  suburban expansion th rough  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Rapid 
development of r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i t y  r e a l i z e d  d u r i n g  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  
a l o n g  a x i s  of Longmeadow S t r e e t - a s  a u t o  suburb  of  S p r i n g f i e l d  w i t h  
a f f l u e n t  H i s t o r i c  Rev iva l  houses  a l o n g  r i v e r  t e r r a c e ,  and w e l l - d e t a i l e d  
Craftsman bungalows on i n t e r i o r  p l a i n .  Small  commercial c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  
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E a r l y  Modern c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  F r i e n d l y ' s  s t o r e .  P r e s e n t  develop- 
ment most e v i d e n t  i n  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  around h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  
suburban t r a c t s ,  w h i l e  town c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  c h a r a c t e r  
d e s p i t e  t r a f f i c  f l o w  of  Route 5 a x i s .  

1V.Contact P e r i o d  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Located a l o n g  e a s t e r n  bank of C o n n e c t i c u t  River w i t h  pr imary  r e g i o n a l  
connec t ions  n o r t h - s o u t h  a l o n g  f l o o d  p l a i n  and secondary  a c c e s s  t o  i n -  
t e r i o r  up lands .  L o c a t i o n  of main C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  t r a i l  remains  undoc- 
umented, c o n j e c t u r e d  a l o n g  base  of t e r r a c e  b l u f f  w i t h  meadowland, 
a l t h o u g h  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t & (  a c r o s s  a l l u v i a l  p l a i n ( R o u t e  5) might  a l s o  be 
c o n s i d e r e d .  Pr imary  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  e a s t e r n  i n t e r i o r  a p p e a r s  obvious a s  
Wil l iams S t r e e t  descend ing  t o  r i v e r  a l o n g  Meadow Brook r a v i n e .  Branches 
n o r t h  and s o u t h  i n c l u d e  Dwight S t r e e t  a c r o s s  Pecous ic  Brook ( S p r i n g f i e l d )  
and Shaker Road (Route 193) a c r o s s  Longmeadow Brook. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  The most l i k e l y  
a r e a  of n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  would be t h e  bot tomlands  a d j a c e n t  t o  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  Evidence of Woodland p e r i o d  occupa t ion  and a  
p o s s i b l e  a s s o c i a t e d  n a t i v e  b u r i a l  ground were d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  Longmeadow a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r f r o n t  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
(Longmeadow C e n t e n n i a l  Committee 1884: 2 0 6 ) .  An u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  
s i t e  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  r i v e r f r o n t  immediately s o u t h  of Raspberry Rock. 3' f i . . , \ .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Local  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  was l i m i t e d .  The most f e r t i l e  l a n d  was s i t u a t e d  
on t h e  r i v e r  bot tomlands  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  a r e a ' s  v u l n e r a b l i l i t y  t o  f lood-  
i n g  undoubtedly  caused some c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  problems.  The g e n e r a l  
sandy n a t u r e  of  t h e  e a s t e r n  two t h i r d s  of t h e  town would have d i scouraged  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  An e x t e n s i v e  source  of f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h  was 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r .  Limi ted  f i s h i n g  p robab ly  occur red  
on t h e  town ' s  f o u r  s m a l l  s t r e a m s .  Hunting and g a t h e r i n g  would have been 
most p r o d u c t i v e  i n  t h e  p i n e  b a r r e n s  e a s t  of Longmeadow S t r e e t  and t h e  
marshland of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  f l o o d  p l a i n .  

D .  Obse rva t ion :  

Na t ive  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Longmeadow was p robab ly  minimal due t o  t h e  
a r e a ' s  l i m i t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and t h e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  major  s e t t l e m e n t  
of  Agawam ( S p r i n g f i e l d ) .  The l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t a n t  p e r i o d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
s i tes  i s  good when c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  town ' s  r u r a l  n a t u r e .  The a rch-  
a e o l o g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  g r e a t e s t  on Longmeadow's wes te rn  f l o o d p l a i n .  
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V .  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  w i t h  improvement of n o r t h -  
s o u t h  r i v e r  p a t h  a s  highway t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1647 from Longmeadow 
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  f l o o d  p l a i n .  (Wright ,  1940,  p . 1 0 ) .  Sec- 
ondary e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  t o  upland i n t e r i o r  ma in ta ined  a s  Longmeadow 
P a t h  (Wil l iams S t r e e t ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

There w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  o r  c d h o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  
A s m a l l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  remained i n  Longmeadow th roughou t  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

The e x i s t i n g  secondarysources  make no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s p e c i f i c  n a t i v e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  s i tes .  The p l a t e a u  s i t u a t e d  e a s t  of t h e  
v a l l e y  f l o o d p l a i n  w e r e  a  l i k e l y  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  a r e a  s i n c e  t h e y  
remained unoccupied by Longmeadow's c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n i t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  by t h e  l a t e  1 6 4 0 ' s  a l t h o u g h  
l and  i n  Longmeadow was a l l o t e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  c .1644 t o  s e v e r a l  
S p r i n g f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s .  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was l i n e a r  and conf ined  t o  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  r o u g l y  between West Road and t h e  r i v e r -  
f r o n t .  A l l  of t h e  house l o t s  p rov ided  t h e  t o w n e r ' s  w i t h  immediate 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  (Wright  1940: Map). I n i t i a l  house 
l o t  ass ignment  was based on t h e  s e t t l e r ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  
town p l o t  ( I b i d :  2 9 ) .  Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  
meetinghouse f o r  c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  meet ing  s i n c e  Longmeadow lacked  
t h e i r  own. 

D .  Economic Base:  

The n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  economies w e r e  p o o r l y  documented by t h e  
secondary  s o u r c e s .  The n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  appeared  t o  have mainta ined 
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s .  Loca l  n a t i v e s  p robab ly  
w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  o p e r a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Wil l iam 
Pynchon i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 6 3 0 ' s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  a p p e a r s  t o  have been t h e  pr imary  c o l o n i a l  economic 
p u r s u i t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o c c u r i n g  on t h e  meadlowlands s i t u a t e d  between 
W e s t  Road and t h e  b l u f f  over look ing  t h e  meadowlands. Longmeadow 
lacked  commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  decade 
of t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  U n t i l  t h e n ,  t h e s e  were most l i k e l y  sough t  
i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Some s e t t l e r s  may have been invo lved  i n  Pynchon's  
f u r  t r a d e  b u s i n e s s  a s  s u b - t r a d e r s .  
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E . Observa t ions  : 

The Longmeadow a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  e x i s t e d  a s  a  sub- 
s i d i a r y  of S p r i n g f i e l d  p r i m a r i l y  because  of t h e  absence  of i n -  
d u s t r i a l ,  commercial and c i v i c  r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s .  Longmeadow's 
g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  f e r t i l e  a g r i c l u t r a l  l a n d  and m i l l  power s o u r c e s  
i n h i b i t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  growth d u r i n g  t h i s  
and succeed ing  p e r i o d s .  There i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  l i k e l i h o o d  of  e x t a n t  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  rema!-ns of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  due t o  
t h e  l i m i t e d  development  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  f l o o d  p l a i n s .  

V I .  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Pr imary  nor th - sou th  highway r e l o c a t e d  from C o n n e c t i c u t  f l o o d  p l a i n  
t o  r i v e r  t e r r a c e  a s  Longmeadow S t r e e t  (Route 5) by 1709 w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of new town c e n t e r .  Loca l  f o r d s  and b r i d g e s  repop ted  
a c r o s s  Cooley , Wheel Meadow, Longmeadow and Raspberry  brooks .  
(Wright ,  1940, P. 35 and 3 6 ) .  Improvement of e x i s t i n g  highways t o  
town c e n t e r  i n c l u d e d  Wil l iams S t r e e t  and Shaker Roads w i t h  loop t o  
M i l l  S t r e e t  and around Longmeadow Brook. 

Popu la t ion :  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  Longmeadow had a  post-1675 n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e  of Longmeadow's e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  t h e  t h i r d  p r e c i n c t  of 
Old S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1713 t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  of approximate ly  
f o r t y  f a m i l i e s .  

C . $ e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  t h e  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  on and d e s t r u c t i o n  of S p r i n g f i e l d  
d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War i n c l u d e d  p r e s e n t  Longmeadow. S e v e r a l  l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t s  were k i l l e d  by n a t i v e  f o c u s  i n  1676 a t  t h e  Pecous ic  Brook 
Br idge .  

T h i s  p e r i o d  marked a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s h i f t  i n  t h e  community's pr imary  
s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a .  By t h e  f i r s t  decade of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r i v e r  
f l o o d  p l a i n  had been abandoned i n  f a v o r  of t h e  p l a t e a u  over look ing  
t h e  p l d i n .  Abandonment of t h e  f l o o d  p l a i n  a p p e a r s  t o  have been due 
t o  t h i s  area's v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  p e r i o d i c  f l o o d i n g  and i t s  marshy 
n a t u r e .  S e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  p l a t e a u  t o o k  p l a c e  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  

30ngmeadow S t r e e t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  town g r e e n .  The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
f i r s t  meetinghouse was c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Longmeadow 
and Wil l iams S t r e e t s  i n  c.1716. The town's  f i r s t  cemetery  (c .1716) 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  o n t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of Wil l iams S t r e e t  s l i g h t l y  e a s t  
of  t h e  meetinghouse.  T h i s  a r e a  remained t h e  p r imary  f o c u s  of s e t t l e -  
ment th roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a s  a t t e s t e d  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  
second meetinghouse s l i g h t l y  ,douth of t h e  f i r s t  i n  c.1769. S e t t l e -  
ment o u t s i d e  of t h e  Longmeadow and Wi l l i ams  S t r e e t  f o c a l  p o i n t  
was s c a t t e r e d  p robab ly  because  of t h e  poor q u a l i t y  of t h e  s o i l  and 
t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  
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D. Economic Base: 

A g r i c u l t u r e  appeared  t o  remain t h e  mains tay  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
economy. There was e v i d e n c e  of l i m i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  development 
d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Longmeadow's f i r s t  m i l l  a p p e a r s  t o  have 
been c o n s t r u c t e d  on Longmeadow Brook i n  c .1693.  The saw m i l l  was 
p robab ly  fo l lowed by a saw m i l l  and g r i s t  m i l l  b u i l t  on Pecous ic  
Brook ( p o s s i b l y  i n  p r e s e n t  S p r i n g f i e l d )  i n  ,c . I694 and c.1695,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  B r i c k  p r o d u c t i o n  was begun i n  t h e  v i o i n i t y  of Wheel- 
meadow Brook i n  t h e  1 7 6 0 ' s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Most of t h e  e a r l y  houses  i n  Longmeadow d a t e  from t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Although t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  
Longmeadow S t r e e t  and on t h e  g r e e n ,  houses  began t o  be b u i l t  i n  
o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  of t h e  town a s  w e l l  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  t h e  most s u b s t a n t i a l  and s t y l i s h  houses a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  g reen  w i t h  more modest houses  and c o t t a g e s  found i n  r u r a l  
a r e a s .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Longmeadow's F e d e r a l  houses a r e  somewhat 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  w i t h  post-Georgian s t y l e s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  
1800s.  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e  town ' s  F e d e r a l  houses  a r e  among t h e  
f i n e s t  examples o b s e r v a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  AMong t h e  most o u t s t a n d -  
i n g  houses  i n  t h e  town a r e  t h e  Alexander F i e l d  House ( 1 7 9 4 ) ,  a  
doub le  chimney h i p  r o o f e d  house w i t h  a  s h a l l o w  pediment  crowning an  
e l a b o r a t e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  c o n s i s t i n g  of an  e n t r a n c e  su r round  w i t h  I o n i c  
p o l a s t e r s  and a broken pediment  w i t h  f a n l i g h t  surmounted by a 
P a l l a d i a n  window on t h e  second f l o o r ,  and t h e  N a t h a n i e l  E l y  House 
( 1 7 8 5 ) ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  gambrel  r o o f e d  b r i c k  house w i t h  end chimneys, 
dormers w i t h  pediments  and a p r o j e c t i n g  p r o t i c o  ( p r o b a b l y  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l ) .  The o n l y  o t h e r  b r i c k  house of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Cooley- 
E v e l e t h  House (1827) , a n  end chimney double  p i l e  p l a n  house wi th  a  
f ive -bay  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e  w i t h  a  segmenta l  a rched  f a n l i g h t ,  
t h r e e - q u a r t e r  l e n g h t  s i d e l i g h t s  and gauged b r i c k  jack a r c h e s  over  
t h e  windows. S i d e h a l l  p l a n s  and g a b l e  f r o n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  were no i n -  
t roduced  i n  Longmeadow u n t i l  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  
g a b l e  f r o n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  was adopted  b u t  t h e  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  was main ta ined  on t h e  long s i d e .  The o u t s t a n d i n g  
s i d e h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  D a n i e l  Co l ton  House 
( 1 8 2 9 ) ,  a n  end chimney s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a n  e a r l y  Greek Rev iva l  
e n t r a n c e  surround c o n s i s t i n g  of a  t ransom and f u l l  l e n g t h  s i d e -  
l i g h t s  w i t h  c o r n e r b l o c k s  e n c l o s i n g  a door enframement ornamented 
w i t h  Scamozzi I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  u s e  of t h e  
g a b l e  f r o n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  was t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of a n  e l l i p t i c a l  o r  b a s k e t  
a r c h  l i g h t  i n  t h e  g a b l e .  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses o u t s i d e  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  w e r e  observed on Shaker Road w i t h  c o t t a g e s  no ted  on Emerson 
and Converse S t r e e t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1828,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  meetinghouse was re- 
model led .  The n o r t h  w a l l  p u l p i t  and box pews were removed t o  ac- 
commodate a  g a b l e  f r o n t  nave p l a n  and s l i p s .  En t rance  porches  on 
t h e  s o u t h ,  e a s t ,  and west  w e r e  a l s o  removed. Two-story shed 
r o o f e d  a d d i t i o n s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  end b e l f r y  tower appear  
i n  a  mid-19th c e n t u r y  photograph of t h e  church  and were p robab ly  co- 
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n s t r u c t e d  i n  1828 t o  g i v e  t h e  appearance  of t h e  t e n  f a s h i o n a b l e  two 
s t o r y  e n t r a n c e  porch  w i t h  pediment .  Also  d a t i n g  from t h e  p e r i o d  was 
t h e  c h u r c h ' s  s t t e p l e  , a  t h r e e - s t a g e d  e lement  c o n s i s t i n g  of two 
o c t a g o n a l  drums surmounted by a  t a p e r e d  s p i r e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1822 
t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t e e p l e  which blew down i n  1821.  Sub- 
s e q u e n t  r e n o v a t i o n s  have e l i m i n a t e d  a l l  of t h e s e  f e a t u r e s .  The on ly  
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p e r i o d  known was a  d i s t r i c t  
s c h o o l  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of Longmeadow S t r e e t ;  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1789, burned i n  1851. 

Commercial: The on ly  known commercial s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  i s  t h e  " o l d  Country S t o r e "  (1805) on Longmeadow S t r e e t ,  a  
two-s tory  s t r u c t u r e  t h r e e  bays wide w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e .  

V I I I  . E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
w i t h  H a r t f o r d  and New Haven R a i l r o a d  i n  1844 l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  f l o o d  
p l a i n .  

R .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  Longmeadow a r e  inseparabt le  from t h o s e  of E a s t  
Longmeadow. I n  t h e  combined f i g u r e s ,  however, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
d i s c e r n a b l e  rise. The p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  tow towns i n  1870 was l e s s  
t h a n  100 p e r s o n s  more t h a n  it had been f o r t y  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y .  
However, c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  growth of E a s t  Longmeadow, i t  i s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  d u r i n g  much of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of " t h e  S t r e e t "  was 
a c t u a l l y  d e c l i n i n g .  ( I n  1895 t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was 620 -- less 
t h a n  it had been i n  1 7 9 0 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Longmeadow S t r e e t  ma in ta ined  a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  farmland on r i v e r  
meadows. L o c a t i o n  of r a i l r o a d  has  l i t t l e  impact  on s e t t l e m e n t  
e x c e p t  f o r  d e p o t  a t  Emerson S t r e e t .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  r e p r e s e n t e d  Longmeadow's o n l y  p e r i o d  of 
manufactur ing .  Dimond Chand le r ,  born  i n  Longmeadow i n  1799,  had 
gone t o  New York C i t y  a s  a  young man t o  become a  s i l v e r s m i t h ,  and 
t h e r e  he a p p a r e n t l y  p rospered .  Re tu rn ing  t o  Longmeadow i n  1831 
he began t h e  manufacture  of g o l d  and s i l v e r  t h i m b l e s ,  a b u s i n e s s  
he s o l d  16  y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  Coloton and H o l l i s t e r .  By t h e  1 8 5 0 1 s ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  makers  of t h i m b l e s  and s p e c t a c l e s  worth over  
$45,000. Chandler  i n  t h e  meantime had begun manufac tu r ing  c l o t h -  
covered  b u t t o n s  w i t h  Nelson N e w e l l ,  a  b u s i n e s s  wort11 $30,000 i n  
1855. ( N e w e l l  moved t h e  b u s i n e s s  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  
War, whre he p r o s p e r e d ) .  

By 1845 Longmeadow had a l s o  begun growing tobacco.  Though by 1865,  
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t h e  town was growing 83 a c r e s  w o r t h ,  t h e  t o t a l  i n  t h i s  pe r iodnever  seems 
t o  have been more t h a n  8-9 p e r c e n t  of t h e  County t o t a l ,  i n  1855 
p l a c i n g  it f o u r t h  i n  r a n k  behind t h e  w e s t - s i d e  towns of W e s t f i e l d  
( 3 0 % ) ,  West S p r i n g f i e l d  (21%) , and Agawam ( 1 0 % ) .  

A s  l a t e  a s  1865,  t h e  town s t i l l  and one b r i c k y a r d ,  employing 13  
men, p robab ly  on Wheel Meadow Brook. T h i s  was then  t h e  l a r g e s t  non- 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  employer i n  what i s  now Longmeadow. (The Pecowic M i l l s ,  
f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  a r e  now a p a r t  of Spr ing-  
f i e l d ' s  F o r e s t  Pa rk .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Although r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  seems t o  have con t inued  
a t  a s t e a d y  pace  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ' ~ ~  a l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  seems 
t o  have t a k e n  p l a c e  between 1835 and 1845. A f t e r  1845,  however, and 
th rough  t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a number of houses  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  Longmeadow. T h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a few 
w e l l - d e t a i l e d  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Federa; /Greek R e v i v a l  houses and a number 
of s t y l i s h  I t a l i a n a t e  houses ,  a l l  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  F u l l y -  
developed Greek R e v i v a l  houses  a r e ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t .  
A s  was t r u e  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  and s t y l i s h  houses  
of t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  and 5 0 ' s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Mather House (1856,  C a l v e r t  
v a u s )  , a two-and-a-half s t o r y  v i l l a  w i t h  an asymmetr ica l  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  
w i t h  c r o s s  g a b l e s ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  parsonage  ( 1 8 4 8 ) ,  a two-story 
pyramidal  h i p  r o o f e d  house w i t h  a s q u a r e  p l a n ,  t h r e e  bays  long by two 
bays wide ,  and an  end chimneys s i d e h a l l  p l a n  house w i t h  a pyramidal  
h i p  roof  and wide overhanging e a v e s  ornamented w i t h  a s c a l l o p e d  va lence .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  houses ,  a t  l e a s t  two Goth ic  R e v i v a l  houses a r e  
known; one ,  t h e  Stephen Col ton  House, i s  of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  
a c ross -gab led  T-plan, doub le  r e c e s s s e d  porches  and a c e n t e r  chimney 
c o t t a g e  of 1845. S impler  s i d e h a l l  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek Revival /  
I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  and houses a r e  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  of t h e  g r e e n  on 
Longmeadow S t r e e t ,  and on Emerson, Shaker  and B l i s s  Roads. S e v e r a l  
more t r a d i t i o n a l  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and 
t h r e e  bay f a c a d e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s  w e r e  observed on Longmeadow 
Road b o t h  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of t h e  g r e e n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
was t h e  C e n t e r  School  ( 1 8 5 6 ) ,  a w e l l - d e t a i l e d  s tory-and-a-half  b r i c k  
I t a l i a n a t e  schoolhouse  w i t h  a p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e  r o o f e d  e n t r a n c e  bay,  
b r a c k e t t e d  e a v e s  and segmenta l  a rched  l i n t e l s ,  which s t i l l  s t a n d s .  
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I X .  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Continued improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  of 
e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  l i n e  from S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1896 a l o n g  Longmeadow 
S t r e e t  t o  E n f i e l d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  Longmeadow a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  from t h o s e  of 
E a s t  Longmeadow u n t i l  1895. I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  however, Longmeadow's 
p o p u l a t i o n  was 620 -- 28 p e r c e n t  of t h e  combined e a s t  and w e s t  
p a r i s h e s  of t h e  o l d  town of Longmeadow and less t h a n  t h e  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  town i n  1790. By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
of E a s t  Longmeadow i n  t h a t  y e a r  ( 1 8 9 5 ) ,  t h e n  a t  t h e  peak of t h e  
q u a r r y  b u s i n e s s ,  was 1 , 5 9 1  -- more t h a n  doub le  t h a t  of " t h e  
s t r e e t " .  

Longmeadow's d e s i r a b l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  (it was no ted  
a s  t h e  most  d e s i r a b l e  of a l l  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  suburbs  
i n  1 9 1 7 ) ,  soon r e s t o r e d  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n .  A f t e r  1910,  i t  grew 
a t  a n  average  rate of over  150 p e r s o n s  a  y e a r .  I n  1915,  t h e  
town had more t h a n  doubled  i t s  s i z e  over  t h e  p r e v i o u s  15  y e a r s  
and i n  1920 s u r p a s s e d  E a s t  Longmeadow. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Expansion of suburban development  from F o r e s t  Pa rk  d i s t r i c t  i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  a l o n g  a x i s  of Longmeadow S t r e e t  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  town 
c e n t e r .  

D.  Economic Base: 

There w e r e  no i d e n t i f i e d  new i n d u s t r i e s  i n  town. I n  1875,  t h e  
l a r g e s t  manufac tu re r  was a  s i n g l e  b r i c k  y a r d  producing $27,000 
wor th  o f  b r i c k s  a n n u a l l y ,  p robab ly  f o r  u s e  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  The 
meadowland f u r n i s h e d  abundant  c r o p s  of hay and g r a i n .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  While a  few w e l l - d e t a i l e d  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen Anne 
and S h i n g l e  S t y l e  houses  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was slow 
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  L i t t l e  development occur red  o u t s i d e  
t h e  town c e n t e r  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  when suburb- 
a n i z a t i o n  began t o  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  development of r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhoods around Maple and Longmeadow S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
h a l f  of  town, a l o n g  b l i s s  Road a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and a long  
Longmeadow S t r e e t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of town. These neighborhoods 
a r e  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  of bungalows, P r a i r i e  S t y l e  and 
Craf tsman houses  b u i l t  around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  Most 
bungalows observed a r e  s t o r y  and a  h a l f  s t r u c t u r e s  of frame o r  
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s t u c c o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  deep overhanging e a v e s ,  shed 
dormers and r e c e s s e d  p o r c h e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  modest houses ,  
more s u b s t a n t i a l  s t u c c o ,  b r i c k  and P r a i r i e  s t y l e ,  Tudor and Georgian 
R e v i v a l  frame Craf tsman houses w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  
of t h e  town and a l o n g  Longmeadow S t r e e t .  Most of  t h e s e  p robab ly  
d a t e  from t h e  l a S t  15  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  Undoubtedly, many a r e  
a r c h i t e c t  des igned .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1874,  t h e  Congrega t iona l  church  was remodel led  
f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  Romanesque Rev iva l  
s t y l e  and moved back on i t s  s i t e .  The on ly  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  p e r i o d  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  
w i t h  t h e  emergence of t h e  town a n  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  suburb  of 
S p r i n g f i e l d .  T h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of s e v e r a l  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  
one-s to ry  h i p  r o o f e d  b r i c k  Craftsman s c h o o l s  (c .1910,  on Converse 
S t r e e t  and on Maple S t r e e t )  and two c h u r c h e s ,  bo th  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r .  These a r e  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i c k  nave p l a n  C a t h o l i d  
church  i n  a  hybr id  Gothic /Renaissance  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  and a  two-s tory  
s t o n e  Goth ic  R e v i v a l  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h ,  b o t h  p robab ly  b u i l t  j u s t  
a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  e e n t u r y .  

Commercial: The most n o t a b l e  commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  p e r i o d  
was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of two s t u c c o  one-s to ry  s t o r e f r o n t  b locks  wi th  
shaped Miss ion  R e v i v a l  p a r a p e t s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  on B l i s s  Road 
and on Longmeadow S t r e e t .  These p robab ly  d a t e  c .1915.  

X .  E a r l y  Modern P e r i o d  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of l o c a l  highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o a d s  w i t h  pr imary  
n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a s  Route 5  (Longmeadow S t r e e t )  th rough  bown c e n t e r  
and abandonment of  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  by 1 9 3 0 ' s .  Secondary a u t o  
highways i n c l u d e  e a s t - w e s t  Wilbraham S t r e e t  a s  o r i g i n a l  Route 21 
and s o u t h e r n  connec to r  t o  E n f i e l d  a s  Route 192 (Shaker Road) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1915 and 1940,  t h e  town ga ined  over  4,000 p e r s o n s ,  n e a r l y  
f o u r  t i m e s  t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1910. The l a r g e s t  p e r i o d  of 
growth was 1925-30, though t h e  average  growth q a t e  n e v e r  f e l l  below 
130 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Continued expans ion  of suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  development from 
S p r i n g f i e l d  a long  a x i s  of Longmeadow S t r e e t  w i t h  fo rmat ion  of l o c a l  
commercial c e n t e r  a t  Bliss-Emerson Roads by 1 9 2 0 ' s .  Loca t ion  of 
Longmeadow Country  Club on Shaker Road c r e a t e d  f o c u s  f a r  e s t a t e  
d i s t r i c t  a long  M i l l  Road. 

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Longmeadow's economic 

base  e n t i r e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  remained s t e a d y  th rough  
t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  w i t h  i n f i l l  of e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  suburban neighborhoods 
a l l  a long  Longmeadow S t r e e t .  Most of t h o s e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  
of  t h e  town a r e  f a i r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  Georgian ,  Tudor o r  Dutch C o l o n i a l  
s t y l e  houses of  masonry o r  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  many may be  a r c h i t e c t  
des igned .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of t h e  town, s m a l l e r  and more 
modest  houses  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  same s t y l e s ,  w i t h  Tudor Rev iva l  
and Dutch C o l o n i a l  s t y l e  houses  predominat ing;  such  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
p r e v a i l s  i n  t h e  Maple Road a r e a  and a l o n g  B l i s s  Road. Also  of  
n o t e ,  i s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  w i t h  p i c t u r e s q u e  l andscap ing  
o f f  Shaker  Road a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Longmeadow Country Club; t h i s  may 
d a t e  from t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and i n c l u d e s  a  number of  l a r g e  b r i c k  Tudor 
Rev iva l  houses  w i t h  s l a t e  r o o f s  and e l a b o r a t e  d e t a i l i n g .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Almost a l l  of t h e  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  town 
d a t e  from t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d .  These b u i l d i n g s  form a  major  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  t h e  town c e t n e r  
a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Longmeadow and W i l l i a m s  S t r e e t s .  These 
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  S t o r r s  L i b r a r y  (1923) , t h e  Community House 
(1934, Smith and B a s s e t t s )  , t h e  Town H a l l  (1930,  M o r r i s  Mallony) 
and t h e  Cen te r  School  (1928,  Malcolm B. H a r d i n g ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  1768 meetinghouse was renova ted  f o r  t h e  
f o u r t h  t i m e ,  i n  1932. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  took on i t s  
p r e s e n t  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  appearance .  A monumental I o n i c  p o r t i c o  
was added on t h e  f a c a d e  and t h e  s t t p l e  was reworked above t h e  f i r s t  
s t a g e  . 

X I .  Survey Observa t ions :  

Longmeadow's su rvey  a d e q u a t e l y  documents t h e  town ' s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h  and 20th  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  
G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e s e  a r e  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  Green 
o r  on Longmeadow S t r e e t  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of t h e  g r e e n .  While t h e  
l a r g e s t  and most e l a b o r a t e  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  houses  a r e  i n v e n t o r i e d ,  
t h e r e  i s  no documentat ion o f  Longmeadow's modest  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  
e x t e n s i v e  e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  S i n c e  it 
i s  Longmeadow's f u n c t i o n  a s  a n  a f f l u e n t  s u b u r b  of S p r i n g f i e l d  which 
has  c o n d i t i o n e d  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of i t s  C o l o n i a l  and Federa ;  p e r i o d  
houses ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and document t h a t  l a t e  1 9 t h  
and 20th  c e n t u r y  development .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t a b l e  a r e  t h e  town 's  
bungalows and i t s  Craf tsman s t y l e  houses and s c h o o l s .  The commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  town ' s  suburban development  shou ld  a l s o  
be i n v e n t o r i e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  " r e s t o r a t i o n "  of 
t h e  Green t o  i t s  C o l o n i a l  c h a r a c t e r  beg inn ing  i n  1898 shou ld  be 
recogn ized  a s  a n  e a r l y  example of  l andscape  r e s t o r a t i o n ;  a rch-  
a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  g r e e n  ( s i t e  of  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
workshops and s t o r e s )  shou ld  a l s o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  ) 
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