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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: Leyden 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Leyden i s  one of t h e  northernmost towns i n  Massachusetts .  I t s  
nor thern  border  abu t s  t h a t  of southern Vermont. The town's  9,684 
a c r e s  i s  one of t h e  s m a l l e s t  t o t a l s  f o r  FranklinCounty towns. Leyden 
is  dominated by t h r e e  ranges  of nor th-south uplands t h a t  a r e  p a r t  
of t h e  e a s t e r n  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Green Mountains of Vermont. These 
uplands g e n e r a l l y  range between 1000 f e e t  and 1 2 0 0  f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  
The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  F r i z z e l l  H i l l  (1310 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  e a s t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Leyden. Other prominent p o i n t s  inc lude  an unnamed 
peak (1275 f e e t )  i n  Leyden S t a t e  Fo res t ,  Gates H i l l  (1220 f e e t )  
l o c t e d  northwest  of t h e  prev ious  peak, Kat ley H i l l  ( 1 0 1 1  f e e t )  southwest 
of Leyden V i l l a g e  and B a l l  Mountain (1254 f e e t )  i n  sou theas t e rn  
Leyden. Deposi ts  of copper and smal le r  amounts of gold  and s i l v e r  
have been recovered from t h e  town's  nor thwestern  uplands.  Large 
ou tc rops  of whi te  q u a r t z  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  t o p  of F r i z z e l l  H i l l .  
These uplands a r e  broken by a  number of i n t e r v a l e s ,  two of which 
were t h e  f e r t i l e  Beaver Meadow i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Leyden and a  t r a c t  
south  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Leyden. Leyden's primary waterway i s  t h e  
Green River .  This  r i v e r  demarcates t h e  town's  western  boundary 
and s e p a r a t e s  it from Col ra in .  The Green River  is  f ed  by s e v e r a l  
brooks t h a t  flow from t h e  western  uplands i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  The e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of town i s  d ra ined  by s e v e r a l  t r i b u t a r i e s  of t h e  F a l l  River ,  
most no tab ly  Shat tuck and Couch Brooks. These waterways flow e a s t  
and sou theas t  i n t o  t h e  F a l l  River  i n  Bernardston.  Leyden's on ly  
body of f r e s h  water  i s  t h e  Greenf ie ld  Reservoir  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  south- 
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  town. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g ran ted  a s  p a r t  of F a l l  Town (Bernardston)  i n  1735 wi th  
western boundary a t  Boston Township Number 2 (Co l r a in )  and southern 
boundary a t  Dee r f i e ld  (Greenf ie ld)  l i n e  of 1673. Lot d i v i s i o n s  
surveyed i n  1739 wi th  no r the rn  boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Province 
Line (Vermont) i n  1741. Southwest s e c t i o n  annexed t o  Co l r a in  i n  
1779 wi th  western  boundary a long t h e  Green River .  Es t ab l i shed  a s  
Leyden d i s t r i c t  i n  1784 from Bernardston and incorpora ted  a s  a  town 
i n  1809. Southeas t  s e c t i o n  annexed t o  Bernardston i n  1889 a long 
Eden Road. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I s o l a t e d  r u r a l  h i l l  town on suburban c o r r i d o r  from Greenf ie ld  t o  
Vermont. Located i n  sou thern  h igh lands  of Green Mountains wi th  
enigmat ic  s tone  s t r u c t u r e s  r epo r t ed  a long  Eden T r a i l  and p o t e n t i a l  
n a t i v e  s i t e s  a long Glen Brook. Colonia l  s e t t l e m e n t  from Bernardston 
d i s rup ted  by French and Ind ian  War wi th  some l a t e  18 th  cen tury  houses 
we l l  preserved around Beaver Meadow, i nc lud ing  pe r iod  burying ground 
and l a t e r  sawmill.  Expansion of upland a g r i c u l t u r e  dur ing  Federal  
Period wi th  s e v e r a l  su rv iv ing  farmsteads  on Old County Road near  
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o r i g i n a l  meeting house s i t e  and on F r i z z e l l  H i l l ,  s i t e  of D o r r i t t e e  
r e l i g i o u s  community. Green River m i l l  v i l l a g e  developed a t  West 
Leyden from Co l ra in  w i th  pe r iod  c o t t a g e s ,  whi le  c i v i c  focus  r e l o c a t e d  
t o  Leyden Center  dur ing  t h e  mid 19 th  cenut ry ,  wi th  Greek Revival 
town h a l l  and v i l l a g e  houses,  i nc lud ing  broad gab le  examples. Continued 
upland d a i r y  farming through t h e  20th cen tu ry ,  wi th  pe r iod  barns  
on Eas t  Glen Brook and r e c r e a t i o n a l  expansion from Greenf ie ld  wi th  
r e s e r v o i r  and summer c o t t a g e s  a long t h e  Glen Brook gorge. P re sen t  
growth most ev iden t  a s  suburban housing from Vermont i n  West Leyden 
and a long Greenf ie ld  Road around Glen Brook. Leyden town c e n t e r  
r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  preserved by i s o l a t i o n ,  wi th  
h i s t o r i c  landscape i n t a c t  around Beaver Meadow. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

I s o l a t e d  highland c o r r i d o r  wi th  a c c e s s  t o  Dee r f i e ld  v a l l e y .  Secondary 
north-south t r a i l  from Picomeagan (Greek River)  r epo r t ed  fol lowing 
south f l ank  of B a l l  Mountain t o  F a l l  River  (Bernardston) and highland 
r o u t e  t o  Beaver Meadow repor t ed  fol lowing Eden T r a i l  t o  F r i z z e l l  
H i l l  and p o s s i b l y  a s  Hunt Road t o  Glen Brook (Ames 1959:14,19; 
C o s t e l l o  1975: map). A l t e r n a t e  nor th-south r o u t e  from Green River 
may have followed Glen Brook t o  Old County Road and connect ing west 
a long Hubbard Brook t o  Green River (West Leyden),  and a long Greenf ie ld  
Road t o  Beaver Meadow (Leyden C e n t e r ) .  

B. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

There were no r epo r t ed  n a t i v e  Contact  pe r iod  si tes.  Per iod occupat ion 
was probably l i m i t e d  t o  smal l  f i s h i n g  and hunt ing encampments e s t a b l i s h e d  
a t  t h e  base of t h e  western  uplands t h a t  overlook t h e  Green River ;  
a long Glen Brook, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  i n t e r v a l e  
south of Leyden V i l l a g e  and Leyden Glen; a long  Shat tuck and Beaver 
Meadow Brooks, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Beaver Meadow, Eas t  H i l l  and F r i z z e l l  
H i l l .  The l a s t  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  may a l s o  have been s i t e s  of smal l  
h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s .  

C .  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

Native h o r t i c u l t u r e  most l i k e l y  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Beaver Meadow, 
Eas t  H i l l  and t h e  p rev ious ly  mentioned Glen Brook i n t e r v a l e .  Hunting 
and f i s h i n g  s i t e s  were probably s i t u a t e d  on those  l o c a t i o n s  descr ibed  
i n  t h e  preceding s e c t i o n .  

D .  Observat ions  

Leyden's upland t e r r a i n  and t h e  absence of l a r g e  t r a c t s  of h igh 
q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and l a r g e  bodies  of f r e s h  water  suggest  
t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  was on ly  capable  of suppor t ing  a  smal l  n a t i v e  populat ion.  
This  town was probably a  secondary r e sou rce  a r e a  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  n a t i v e  
v i l l a g e s  s i t u a t e d  i n  p r e s e n t  N o r t h f i e l d ,  G i l l  and Montague. Leyden 
probably f e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of  t h e  Squakheags, a  n a t i v e  group 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  cen te red  i n  Nor th f i e ld .  Regional a f f i l i a t i o n  most 
l i k e l y  was wi th  t h e  Pocumtucks, who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Middle Connecticut  
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River Val ley i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  cen tury .  The g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i h o o d  
f o r  su rv iv ing  a rchaeo log ica l  evidence of n a t i v e  per iod  occupat ion 
should be a long t h e  Green River ,  t h e  Glen Brook i n t e r v a l e ,  F r i z z l e  
and Eas t  H i l l s  and Beaver Meadow. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Native t r a i l s  remained a s  secondary r o u t e s  from Dee r f i e ld  no r th  t o  
t h e  Connecticut  River Val ley from t h e  Green River .  

B .  Populat ion 

The Leyden a r e a  l i k e l y  cont inued t o  be occupied by smal l  hunt ing 
and f i s h i n g  bands du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  The town lacked a  c o l o n i a l  
popula t ion  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tury .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Native s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n s  probably remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same 
a s  t hose  descr ibed  i n  t h e  Contact  pe r iod  s e c t i o n .  

D .  Economic Base 

Native subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s  most l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  descr ibed  
f o r  t h e  preceding pe r iod .  However, t h e  development of t h e  Anglo- 
Indian f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middle Connect icut  River Val ley probably 
encouraged increased  n a t i v e  hunt ing  and t r a p p i n g  of f u r  bear ing  
animals .  One l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n  would be t h e  a p t l y  named Beaver Meadow. 

Colonial  u t i l i z a t i o n  of l o c a l  r e sou rces  probably c o n s i s t e d  of no 
more than  occas iona l  hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  by Nor th f i e ld  s e t t l e r s .  

E .  Observat ions  

There was l i t t l e  c o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  upland a r e a s  such a s  Leyden 
because of t h e  absence of h igh  q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and t h e  
a r e a ' s  exposure t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  

V I .  COLONIAL PEIROD (1675-1775) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Se t t l ement  of F a l l  Town (Bernardston)  improved n a t i v e  t r a i l s  t o  
Beaver Meadow from F a l l  River v a l l e y  r epo r t ed  a long Couch Brook 
(Ames 1959:14).  M i l i t a r y  road t o  Line of F o r t s  (1744) documented 
a s  eas t -west  highway from F a l l  River (Bernardston)  t o  Co l r a in  fol lowing 
from Couch Brook a s  Hunt Road t o  Greenf ie ld  Road connect ing wi th  
Green River  fordway a t  Hubbards Brook ( C o s t e l l o  1975: map). Secondary 
north-south r o u t e  from Greenf ie ld  appa ren t ly  improved a s  Old County 
Road t o  B r a t t l e b o r o  (Vermont). 

B .  Populat ion 

Small bands of n a t i v e s  probably cont inued t o  occupy t h e  Leyden a rea  
throughout most, i f  n o t  a l l ,  of t h e  per iod .  This  was p o s s i b l e  l a r g e l y  
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because c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was spa r se  throughout t h e  Colonia l  per iod .  

Leyden's c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  was extremely small  u n t i l  t e rmina t ion  
of t h e  French and Ind ian  Wars i n  t h e  e a r l y  1760s. I n  ca.1743, t h e r e  
were only  3-5 f a m i l i e s  i n h a b i t i n g  p r e s e n t  Leyden. These f a m i l i e s  
abandoned t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  ca.1744 and t h e  a r e a  remained unoccupied 
u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1760s. The c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  underwent cons iderab le  
growth from t h i s  p o i n t  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  per iod ,  a l though none 
of t h e  sources  prov ide  f i g u r e s .  Per iod s e t t l e r s  migrated from a 
number of Massachuset ts  and Connect icut  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  inc lud ing  those  
s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  Middle Connect icut  River Val ley,  t h e  Grea t e r  Boston 
a r e a ,  and no r the rn  and sou thern  Connect icut .  

Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Small n a t i v e  s i t e s  were probably e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  s c a t t e r e d  upland 
l o c a t i o n s .  The presence  of two p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  per iod  b u r i a l  s i t e s  
ad j acen t  t o  Alexander Road sugges t s  n a t i v e  s i t e s  may have been loca t ed  
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Colonia l  s e t t l e m e n t  was l i m i t e d  and d i spe r sed .  Per iod  occupat ion 
was encouraged when t h e  Fall town g r a n t  ( p r e s e n t  Bernardston,  Leyden 
and a p o r t i o n  of Co l r a in )  was made t o  v e t e r a n s  of t h e  Turners  F a l l s  
f i g h t  (1676) and t h e i r  descendants  i n  ca.1735. Most of t h e  i n i t i a l  
and l a t e r  pe r iod  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l ace  i n  Bernardston.  The f i r s t  
homes were probably no t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Leyden u n t i l  ca.1741. Between 
t h i s  d a t e  and ca.1743, s e v e r a l  homes were cons t ruc t ed  i n  Beaver 
Meadow and on Eas t  H i l l  a long t h e  Old P r o p r i e t o r s  Road. The se t t l emen t  
was abandoned when Anglo-Indian war fa re  broke o u t  i n  1 7 4 4 .  Leyden 
remained unoccupied u n t i l  t h e  f i g h t i n g  te rmina ted  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1760s. 
Post-1760 s e t t l e m e n t  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Leyden, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  F r i z z e l l  H i l l ,  Eas t  H i l l  and t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  of 
Beaver Meadow u n t i l  ca.1771. Not u n t i l  t h i s  d a t e  does c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l emen t  spread i n t o  western  Leyden i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  Gui l ford ,  
Vermont. Local r e s i d e n t s  a t t ended  church s e r v i c e s  i n  l o c a l  homes 
o r  a t  t h e  Bernardston meeting house, s i n c e  Leyden lacked i t s  own 
f a c i l i t y .  

D .  Economic Base 

Colonial  r e s i d e n t s  focused p r i m a r i l y  on l i m i t e d  c rop  and l i v e s t o c k  
product ion.  The r a i s i n g  of s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  of c rops  such 
a s  corn and wheat was hindered by t h e  lack  of l a r g e  t r a c t s  of p roduc t ive  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and .  A s  i n  Bernardston,  Leyden appears  t o  have been 
one of t h e  f i r s t  towns i n  Massachusetts  t h a t  began producing moderate 
q u a n t i t i e s  of maple sugar  by t h e  l a t e  1760s. The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  per iod  
i n d u s t r i a l  development i s  poor ly  documented by secondary sources .  
The only r e f e rence  t o  a pe r iod  m i l l  i s  a sawmill e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  Couch Brook chasm i n  ca.1767 ( A m e s  1959:38).  Addi t iona l  pre-  
1775 m i l l s  may have been e r e c t e d  on Shat tuck Brook e a s t  of Beaver 
Meadow and Green River ,  s l i g h t l y  sou th  of W e s t  Leyden, oppos i t e  
Katley H i l l  and oppos i t e  Greenf ie ld  Reservoi r .  

E. Observat ions  

Leyden's l ack  of a meetinghouse and s u f f i c i e n t  de fens ive  and i n d u s t r i a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  ensured t h e  community's dependence on t h e  mother town 
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VII. 

of Bernardston throughout t h e  Colonia l  per iod .  The community a l s o  
appeared t o  have c l o s e  p o l i t i c a l  and probably economic t i e s  wi th  Deer f ie ld  
Future  r e sea rch  should c l a r i f y  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of Leyden's development 
dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  E x i s t i n g  secondary sources  provide l i m i t e d  
d e t a i l s  of community growth, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  and 
t h e  economy. Archaeological  evidence of per iod  se t t l emen t  should 
su rv ive  throughout Leyden, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Beaver Meadow, Eas t  H i l l  
and F r i z z e l l  H i l l .  

FEDERAL P E R I O D  (1775-1830) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Location of Leyden meeting house (1797) on Old County Road c r e a t e d  
r a d i a l  highway p a t t e r n  from town c e n t e r  wi th  eas t -west  connector 
a s  West Leyden-Frizzell  H i l l  Road. Secondary eas t -west  highways 
of t h e  per iod  included Eas t  Glen Road from F r i z z e l l  H i l l  and Alexander 
Road from Beaver Meadow with  highway along Shat tuck Brook t o  Bernardston.  
West Leyden b r idge  i n  p l a c e  a t  Green River  fordway t o  Co l r a in  
(1830 map). 

B .  Populat ion 

Not u n t i l  1790 i s  Bernards ton ' s  popula t ion  sepa rab le  from t h a t  of 
Leyden. Never the less ,  f o r  t h e  combined towns, a s  f o r  Co l r a in  t o  
t h e  wes t ,  t h e  pe r iod  1765-1790 was one of tremendous growth. Between 
1765 and 1790, Bernardston and Leyden t o g e t h e r  grew by 630%. Between 
1776 and 1790, t h e  r a t e  was 176%, t h e  h i g h e s t  growth r a t e  of any 
town i n  t h e  county,  wi th  Co l r a in  fo l lowing  a t  150.3%. Leyden's 
popula t ion  peaked i n  1800 a t  1,095,  beginning i n  t h a t  yea r  a d e c l i n e  
which l a s t e d  f o r  135 y e a r s .  By 1830, wi th  a popula t ion  of 796, 
Leyden had a l r eady  l o s t  over a q u a r t e r  of i t s  1800 popula t ion .  

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  expanded from Beaver Meadow south  t o  F r i z z e l l  
H i l l  wi th  format ion of D o r r i t e  r e l i g i o u s  community (1792) .  C iv i c  
focus  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  meeting house l o c a t i o n  on Old County Road 
(1797) and m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  West Leyden on Green River .  Secondary 
development of farming sou th  a long  Glen Brook uplands t o  Greenf ie ld .  

D .  Economic Base 

E n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy wi th  smal l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s .  " In  
Leyden," w r i t e  t h e  1832 enumerator Alanson Clark ,  " t h e r e  i s  very 
l i t t l e  done i n  any branch of manufacturing;  so  l i t t l e  t h a t  it was 
thought unnecessary t o  v i s i t  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  purpose of ob ta in ing  
f u r t h e r  in format ion ."  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

Approximately a dozen and a h a l f  houses and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  Federal  
per iod su rv ive  i n  Leyden. Almost a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  l oca t ed  i n  d i spersed ,  
i s o l a t e d  s e t t i n g s  a c r o s s  t h e  town. Less t han  a ha l f  dozen of t h e  
per iod  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  two-story houses;  of t h e s e ,  c e n t e r  chimney 
and c e n t e r  h a l l  p l ans  were employed wi th  equa l  frequency.  For t h e  
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predominant c o t t a g e s ,  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  and f i v e  bay f r o n t s  were 
s tandard .  A t  l e a s t  one h a l f  c o t t a g e  ( t h r e e  bay f r o n t )  and one th ree-  
q u a r t e r  c o t t a g e  ( f o u r  bay f r o n t )  were noted a long wi th  one c e n t e r  
chimney c o t t a g e  poss ib ly  d a t i n g  be fo re  1775. Of no te  a r e  t h e  Dunloe 
Farmhouse, a  double i n t e r i o r  chimney wi th  a  s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t ,  
t h e  c e n t e r  chimney P e t e r  Babcock House (1781) and a  pyramidal h i p  
rcofed c e n t e r  chimney house on Keets Brook Road. The e a r l i e s t  church 
i n  t h e  town was t h e  B a p t i s t  Church (organized i n  1780; meeting house, 
1797) .  The Methodis ts  organized a  s o c i e t y  i n  1810. The B a p t i s t  
meeting house had dimensions of 46' x 36' and does n o t  su rv ive .  
Four school d i s t r i c t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1794. A t  l e a s t  two 
t a v e r n s  opera ted  i n  t h e  per iod ;  Thomas Well and David Carpenter  
were t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Relocat ion of meeting house t o  Leyden Center (1841) improved highway 
connect ions  nor th-south a s  Greenf ie ld  Road a long Glen Brook. No 
r a i l r o a d s  p r o j e c t e d  o r  cons t ruc t ed  through a r e a .  

B.  Populat ion 

Leyden's popula t ion  cont inued t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1830 and 1870 
t h e  town l o s t  over  a  t h i r d  of i t s  popula t ion ,  reaching 518 i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  yea r .  

I n  1855, t h e  on ly  foreign-born popula t ion  i n  Leyden were 25 n a t i v e s  
of I r e l a n d .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Civ ic  focus  r e l o c a t e d  from Old County Road e a s t  t o  Leyden Center 
wi th  second meetinghouse (1841). Upland farming maintained a s  primary 
a c t i v i t y  from Beaver Meadow south t o  F r i z z e l l  H i l l  and Glen Brook. 
Secondary m i l l  v i l l a g e  expanded a t  West Leyden from Col ra in  on Green 
River.  

Economic Base 

"Leyden," wrote Holland i n  1855, " i s  s t r i c t l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  town, 
and i t s  s o i l  i s  w e l l  adapted t o  g r a s s  and most k inds  of g r a i n .  The 
produc ts  f o r  market a r e  mostly beef ,  pork,  wool, b u t t e r ,  and pou l t ry .  
There a r e  t h r e e  g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  t h e  town, fou r  saw m i l l s ,  and t h r e e  
smal l  broom handle  e s t ab l i shmen t s . "  Bernardston and Leyden r epo r t ed  
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of Merino wool. I n  1837 t h e  town ranked s i x t h  
and seventh i n  t h e  county r e s p e c t i v e l y .  By 1845, Leyden's wool 
c l i p ,  which had remained cons t an t  when v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o t h e r s  had 
dec l ined ,  ranked f o u r t h .  I n  1865, t h e  town s t i l l  was an important  
wool producer .  

Some s t o n e  was a l s o  taken from a  Leyden qua r ry  f o r  t h e  Connecticut  
River Ra i l road  b r idge  over F a l l  River  i n  Bernardston (1846) ,  bu t  
i t s  gene ra l  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  prevented i t s  f u r t h e r  u se .  
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E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

Approximately a  dozen and a  h a l f  houses and c o t t a g e s  a r e  known t o  
su rv ive  from t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod .  Of t h e s e ,  most a r e  co t t ages ,  
wi th  c e n t e r  chimney p l an  s t r u c t u r e s  p r e v a i l i n g .  Only a  few houses 
wi th  s i d e h a l l  o r  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l ans  a r e  known. Greek Revival  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  houses were observed on Greenf ie ld ,  B r a t t l e b o r o  and F r i z z e l l  
H i l l  Roads and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  A t  l e a s t  one gab le  f r o n t  Greek 
Revival c o t t a g e  wi th  a  deep two-story roof was observed,  on F r i z z e l l  
H i l l  Road. 

Surviving i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  pe r iod  inc lude  t h e  United 
Methodist  Church (1841) ,  a  two and a  h a l f  s t o r y  Greek Revival  church 
with  two-stage square  b e l f r y ,  and two one-s tory frame schoolhouses,  
one wi th  a  s i d e  en t r ance  and one wi th  a  c e n t e r  en t r ance .  During 
t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod ,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  (1830-33) and 
a  Wesleyan Methodist  Soc i e ty  (1842) were founded; a f t e r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
of t h e  town c e n t e r  meeting house (1841) by t h e  B a p t i s t s ,  a l l  t h r e e  
groups met t h e r e .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1870-1915) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Leyden Center  remained a s  focus  of l o c a l  highway system wi th  primary 
a x i s  a long Greenf ie ld  Road. No s t r e e t  ra i lways  cons t ruc t ed .  

B.  Populat ion 

Leyden's popula t ion  cont inued t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1870 and 1915, 
t h e  town l o s t  a  t h i r d  of i t s  1870 popula t ion ,  reach inq  344 i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  year .  

Between 1895 and 1905, Leyden r epo r t ed  a  popula t ion  g a i n  of 45 new 
r e s i d e n t s .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  yea r ,  t h e  town had t h e  abnormally high 
immigrant popula t ion  of 17.6% of t h e  t o t a l  r e s i d e n t s  i n  town, t e n  
p o i n t s  above t h e f i g u r e  25 y e a r s  e a r l i e r  and 8  p o i n t s  above t h a t  
a  decade l a t e r .  The l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  group among t h e  new a r r i v a l s  
were 33 I t a l i a n s  (45% of t h e  t o t a l  number of immigrants) .  The reason 
f o r  t h i s  sudden r i s e  i s  unc lea r .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Leyden Center maintained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  focus  wi th  d a i r y  farming 
on surrounding uplands t o  Beaver Meadow and Old County Road. Expansion 
of Greenf ie ld  water  system wi th  Glen Brook r e s e r v o i r  (1870-1905) 
i n  southern highlands .  

D .  Economic Base 

The only manufactor ies  i n  town i n  1879 were t h r e e  sawmills  and t h r e e  
g r i s t m i l l s .  The t o t a l  va lue  of t h e i r  product ,  $2,454, ranked t h e  town 
24th among t h e  26 towns i n  t h e  county.  The Glen Spr ing  Cheese Factory 
had been e r e c t e d  a t  Leyden Center  i n  1870, b u t  it c losed  down a f t e r  
a  s h o r t  t ime,  accor idng t o  A m e s  "because of o u t s i d e  compet i t ion ."  
The l a s t  water-powered m i l l s ,  a t  Beaver Meadow, c lo sed  i n  1906 with  
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the death of the owner. 

In 1871 and again in 1905, the Greenfield Aqueduct Company constructed 
reservoirs on Glen Brook to supply Greenfield, immediately to the 
south. 

E. Architecture 

Very few buildings were built in the period. The only structures 
observed were a few small cottages on Greenfield Road and at the 
town center. The one-story one-room Colonial Revival Robertson 
Library at the town center was built in 1913. 

XI. 

XII. 

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Local highway improved as auto routes with secondary north-south 
axis from Greenfield to Leyden Center as Greenfield Road. No state 
highways designated through area. 

B. Population 

Leyden's population continued to decline until 1935, when the town 
reached its nadir of 253 persons. By 1940, probably influenced 
by Greenfield to the south, the population had risen to 260. 

C. Settlement Patterns 

Local civic focus remained at Leyden Center with upland farming 
on surrounding hills. Continued expansion of Greenfield water supply 
along Glen Brook with recreational activity in highlands. 

D. Economic Base 

No new industries identified. 

E. Architecture 

The only period structures noted were a few gambrel and gable roofed 
Colonial Revival cottages of the 1920s, the shingled one-and-a- 
half story Colonial Revival Town Hall (1930) and a concrete block 
garage of the 1920s, on Greenfield Road. 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General: Leyden's inventory records most pre-1870 houses in the 
town as well as the primary institutional buildings. The inventory, 
completed by the Franklin County Arts Council, incorporates almost 
no historical data whatsoever. Historical data, including use, 
construction date and original owner should be completed. Of parti- 
cular note is the preservation of the town's 19th century agricultural 
landscape. 
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