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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: Leve re t t  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Leve re t t  i s  one of t h e  southernmost towns i n  F rank l in  County. The 
town i s  dominated by moderate t o  rugged uplands t h a t  abu t  t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  of t h e  Connect icut  River Val ley.  These uplands g radua l ly  i nc rease  
from e l e v a t i o n s  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  range from 600 f e e t  t o  850 f e e t  i n  
western  Leve re t t  t o  h e i g h t s  f r e q u e n t l y  over  1,000 f e e t  i n  t h e  ea s t e rn -  
most p o r t i o n  of town. The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  Brushy Mountain (1,260 
f e e t )  l oca t ed  i n  e a s t - c e n t r a l  L e v e r e t t .  Addi t iona l  prominent e l e -  
v a t i o n s  i nc lude  Jackson H i l l  (921 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  s l i g h t l y  south 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  of North L e v e r e t t ,  Diamond Match Ridge (1,123 f e e t )  
no r th  of Moore's Corner and Morse H i l l  (1,219 f e e t )  immediately 
w e s t  of t h e  Leveret t /Shutesbury l i n e .  These uplands a r e  broken 
by s e v e r a l  i n t e r v a l e s  and p l a i n s ,  most prominent of which i s  Long 
P l a i n  l oca t ed  i n  southwestern L e v e r e t t .  The town l a c k s  any major 
waterways. Northern Leve re t t  i s  d ra ined  by t h e  Sawmill River which 
flows northwest  i n t o  t h e  Connect icut  River .  Cen t r a l  and southern 
Leve re t t  a r e  d ra ined  by Long P l a i n  Brook and Roaring Brook. The 
town's  only  f r e s h  water  body i s  L e v e r e t t  Pond, a  n a t u r a l  pond s i t u a t e d  
immediately northwest  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Leve re t t .  Local s o i l  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  a  sandy, g r a v e l l y  loam. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  included a s  p a r t  of Swampfield (Sunderland) g r a n t  from 
Hadley i n  1673 wi th  p l a n t a t i o n  abandoned dur ing  King P h i l i p ' s  War 
i n  1675 and r e - e s t ab l i shed  a s  p a r t  of Sunderland i n  1718. Northern 
boundary de f ined  wi th  Montague d i s t r i c t  i n  1754 from Sunderland 
and sou thern  boundary de f ined  wi th  Amherst i n  1759 a long o r i g i n a l  
Hadley g r a n t  l i n e .  Eas t e rn  boundary de f ined  wi th  Roadtown (Shutesbury) 
by 1761 with  l a t e r  d e f i n i t i o n  i n  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  by Wendell. Es tab l i shed  
a s  town of L e v e r e t t  from Sunderland i n  1774, d e f i n i n g  western  boundary. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Secondary highland c o r r i d o r  between Amherst and Orange wi th  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  r epo r t ed  a t  Long P l a i n  and suspected around Leve re t t  Pond 
and Sawmill River from ad jacen t  Connect icut  Val ley .  S e t t l e d  from 
Sunderland du r ing  mid 1 8 t h  cen tu ry  wi th  no tab l e  examples of e a r l y  
c o t t a g e s  a long Hemenway Road i n  North L e v e r e t t .  Town focus  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a t  Leve re t t  Center  a f t e r  Revolution with  some Federa l  houses on 
Montague Road and on Long P l a i n .  Development of m i l l  s i tes dur ing  
Ear ly  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  wi th  c o t t a g e  v i l l a g e s  i n t a c t  a t  Eas t  Leve re t t  
and Moors  Corner, i nc lud ing  o r i g i n a l  lumber m i l l  and Greek Revival 
church a t  North L e v e r e t t .  Farming remained l i m i t e d  a t  Long P l a i n  
through e a r l y  20th cen tury  wi th  l o c a l  highway c o r r i d o r  developed 
along Sawmill River w i th  roads ide  gas  pumps and s t o r e  a t  North Leve re t t .  
P re sen t  growth obvious from Amherst a long Route 63 t o  Leve re t t  Center  
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with  expensive suburban housing i n  h igh lands  and ho r se  farms around 
Morse H i l l .  North L e v e r e t t  r e t a i n s  remarkable i n t e g r i t y  of elements 
around sawmill wi th  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  i n t a c t  a t  L e v e r e t t  Center .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Secondary highland c o r r i d o r  wi th  connect ions  t o  Connect icut  Val ley 
from c e n t r a l  uplands .  Primary nor th-south t r a i l  appa ren t ly  followed 
Long P l a i n  Road (Route 63) from Amherst ( L e v e r e t t  1974:49).  Primary 
eas t -west  t r a i l  l i k e l y  followed a long  Sawmill River a s  North Leve re t t  
and Hemmenway Road from Morse H i l l  w i th  p o s s i b l e  connect ing t r a i l  
south  t o  L e v e r e t t  Pond and Long P l a i n  a s  Rattlesnake-Montague Road. 
Other p o s s i b l e  t r a i l  r o u t e s  from L e v e r e t t  Pond appa ren t ly  followed 
Shutesbury Road t o  Eas t  L e v e r e t t  and Long H i l l  Road from Long P l a i n  
(Sy lves t e r  1879: 11, 734) .  

B .  Populat ion 

Leve re t t  had no r epo r t ed  Contact  pe r iod  s i t e s .  Nat ive  per iod  occupation 
probably focused on t h e  lowlands ad j acen t  t o  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  of 
Long P l a i n  Brook and t h e  v i c i n i t y  of L e v e r e t t  Pond. A s e r i e s  of 
undated n a t i v e  s i t e s  were r epo r t ed  a long Long P l a i n  Brook, extending 
approximately two mi l e s  no r th  from a  p o i n t  immediately above the i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of Long P l a i n  Road and Leve re t t  S t r e e t .  Secondary n a t i v e  
s i t e s  may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  D o o l i t t l e  Brook and t h e  Sawmill 
River Val ley.  A number of undated n a t i v e  a r t i f a c t s  have been recovered 
i n  North L e v e r e t t  near  t h e  Sawmill River .  

C.  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

Some n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have taken p l ace  on t h e  Long P l a i n  
d e l t a  ( sou th  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Vermont Rai l road  and Long P l a i n  Road 
i n t e r s e c t i o n )  and t h e  lowlands sou th  of t h e  junc t ion  of Mantain 
Brook and Shutesbury Road. Leve re t t  Pond was probably t h e  f o c a l  
p o i n t  of l o c a l  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g .  Secondary f i s h i n g  s i t e s  were l i k e l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a long Long P l a i n  Brook, Sawmill River and D o o l i t t l e  
Brook. Nat ive  hunt ing  probably occurred on l o c a l  lowlands such 
a s  t hose  ad j acen t  t o  Long P l a i n  Brook, t h e  southernmost p o r t i o n  
of D o o l i t t l e  Brook and L e v e r e t t  Pond i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s c a t t e r e d  l o c a t i o n s  
i n  L e v e r e t t ' s  uplands .  

D .  Observat ions  

The Leve re t t  a r e a  was probably p a r t  of t h e  e a s t e r n  per iphery  of 
t h e  heav i ly  s e t t l e d  Connect icut  River f l o o d p l a i n  s i t u a t e d  i n  Sunderland. 
Per iod encampments e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Leve re t t  were most l i k e l y  smal l  
t o  moderate i n  s i z e ,  s i n c e  t h e  a r e a ' s  l o c a l  resource  base was no t  
capable  of suppor t ing  semi-permanent v i l l a g e  occupat ions .  This  
a r e a  and Sunderland appear t o  have f a l l e n  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
Norwottucks cen te red  i n  t h e  towns of Northampton and Hadley. Regionally,  
t h e  Norwottucks were l o o s e l y  a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  t h e  Pocumtucks, a  l a b e l  
app l ied  t o  t h e  va r ious  n a t i a v e  groups i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  Middle Connecticut  
River Val ley i n  t h e  1 7 t h  cen tury .  The g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i h o o d  f o r  e x t a n t  
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per iod  s i t e s  would be on t h e  Long P l a i n  Brook d e l t a ,  t h e  southernmost 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  D o o l i t t l e  Brook lowlands and ad j acen t  t o  Leve re t t  
Pond. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Native t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  from Connecticut  Val ley 
t o  c e n t r a l  h igh lands  w i th  primary pa ths  fol lowing Long P l a i n  Road 
and Sawmill River v a l l e y .  

B.  Populat ion 

A smal l  n a t i a v e  popula t ion  probably cont inued t o  u t i l i z e  Leve re t t  
dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Native s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  most l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  suggested 
f o r  t h e  Contact  pe r iod .  

Economic Base 

Native subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s  probably were much l i k e  t hose  of t h e  
preceding per iod .  Establ ishment  of a  c o l o n i a l  market f o r  animal 
p e l t s  and f u r s  l i k e l y  encouraged increased  n a t i v e  hunt ing  and t r app ing  
of f u r  bea r ing  animals .  

Colonia l  r e s i d e n t s  of Hadley may have hunted and lumbered i n  t h e  
Leve re t t  a r e a  on occasion.  

E .  Observat ions  

Leve re t t  continued t o  be u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  secondary se t t l emen t  
a r e a .  Colonia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  was l i m i t e d ,  l a r g e l y  because 
of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of h ighe r  q u a l i t y  land a long t h e  Connecticut  
River.  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Improvement of eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  from c e n t r a l  h igh lands  wi th  Lancaster  
Road t o  Connect icut  Val ley (1733) ,  appa ren t ly  fol lowing Roaring 
Brook t r a i l  from Roadtown (Shutesbury) t o  Eas t  Leve re t t  (Leve re t t  
1974:55).  Location of L e v e r e t t  meetinq house (1775) e s t a b l i s h e d  
r a d i a l  highways from town c e n t e r ,  i nc lud ing  Shutesbury Road t o  Long 
P l a i n  and Juggle  Meadowqeewaddle Road from Eas t  L e v e r e t t .  Connecting 
highways t o  Sawmill River (North L e v e r e t t )  included Jackson H i l l ,  
Crane H i l l  and Brushy Mountain t r a i l .  

B. Populat ion 

Small n a t i v e  hunt ing and f i s h i n g  bands may have s p o r a d i c a l l y  occupied 
Leve re t t  dur ing  t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod .  I n  ca.1750, approximately 
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14 families lived in the vicinity of the village of Leverett. It 
is unclear how many families lived outside of this location. The 
town's population numbered 296 residents in 1776. 

C. Settlement Patterns 

Colonial settlement was limited and generally scattered. It appears 
that initial colonial settlement took place in ca.1727 when Samuel 
Montague purchased a 10-acre lot immediately east of Leverett Pond. 
In ca.1737, Thomas Adams established a home in southwestern Leverett 
on the town's line with Arnherst. Substantial settlement probably 
did not take place until the mid 18th century, much of it the result 
of settlement expansion in Sunderland. By this date, a small settlement 
node had developed in the village of Leverett. This location was 
the site of the town's first meeting house (completed in ca.1776). 
Other homes were erected west of this node on the Long Plain delta. 
Late period settlement occurred in the vicinity of the village of 
North Leverett as a result of settlement expansion in present Montague. 
This area was the site of a small community of Baptists. Originally 
these residents and those Baptists inhabiting Montague attended 
church services in the latter town (church established, ca.1767). 
However, by the end of the period, Baptist services had shifted 
to North Leverett where they were held in Elder Montague's home 
on Jackson Hill Road. Some additional contemporary settlement took 
place in eastern Leverett. 

D. Economic Base 

Agriculture was the primary occupation of colonial residents. Crop 
production was modest because of the limited amount of good agricultural 
land. Livestock grazing probably took place in the town's moderate 
uplands. The town's industrial base is poorly documented. Period 
mills may have been built on the Sawmill River and Doolittle and 
Roaring Brooks, based on the presence of several mills on these 
waterways on a 1794 map of Leverett. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: Less than a half dozen houses of the Colonial period 
survive in Leverett. These include a 1760 center chimney cottage 
on Montague Street, a center chimney house with five bay front and 
pedimented center entrance on Long Plain Road, and a center chimney 
house on Teewaddle Hill Road. Presumably, both of these postdate 
1748, the construction date of the Richard Montague House (demolished 
1873), described as the oldest house in North Leverett (Sylvester 
1879:734). No concentrations of period houses were observed, all 
of the houses standing in isolated rural settings. 

Institutional: The first meeting house in Leverett was constructed 
in 1774. The meeting house, with dimensions of 40' x 50", was specified 
to be "as large as the Whately meetinghouse" (Holland 1855:386). 
A Baptist church organized in Montague in 1767 included a number 
of North Leverett residents, who later (1791) formed their own society. 
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F.  Observat ions  

V I I .  

Leve re t t  was t h e  e a s t e r n  per iphery  of t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod  se t t l emen t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  "Old Sunderland." Leve re t t  probably was c l o s e l y  
t i e d  t o  t h e  "Old Sunderland" s e t t l e m e n t  core  s i t u a t e d  i n  Sunderland 
because of i t s  l i m i t e d  popula t ion  and economic base .  The town had 
one of t h e  s m a l l e s t  popula t ions  i n  t h e  Connect icut  River Val ley 
s tudy u n i t  dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  Fu ture  r e sea rch  should examine t h e  
B a p t i s t  community s i t u a t e d  i n  North L e v e r e t t ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  presence 
i n  t h e  s tudy  u n i t  was unusual .  Archaeological  evidence of per iod  
se t t l emen t  i s  most l i k e l y  t o  su rv ive  on Long P l a i n ,  ad j acen t  t o  
Leve re t t  Pond, t h e  v i l l a g e  of North Leve re t t  and t h e  town's e a s t e r n  
uplands.  

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Leve re t t  Center  remained a s  t h e  focus  of l o c a l  highway r o u t e s  from 
Shutesbury and Arnherst wi th  nor th-south connectors  t o  North Leve re t t  
a long Montague-Crane H i l l  Road. 

B.  Populat ion 

I n  1776, L e v e r e t t  had t h e  s m a l l e s t  popula t ion  of any incorpora ted  
town i n  t h e  county except  f o r  Hawley. Between 1776 and 1830, Leve re t t  
had i t s  g r e a t e s t  pe r iod  of growth, r i s i n g  from 293 t o  939 i n  1830, 
which, bu t  f o r  a  s h o r t  pe r iod  a t  mid cen tury ,  represen ted  L e v e r e t t ' s  
peak yea r .  The n e t  popula t ion  growth 1790-1830 was 79.1%, f o u r t h  
h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county f o r  t hose  yea r s .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Civ ic  focus  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  meeting house l o c a t i o n  a t  Leve re t t  
Center  (1776) above F i sh  Pond wi th  primary farming d i s t r i c t  maintained 
i n  Long P l a i n .  Economic focus  developed along Sawmill River wi th  
c i v i c  c e n t e r  formed around B a p t i s t  meeting house i n  North Leve re t t  
(1795) and secondary v i l l a g e  a t  Moores Corner. Out lying i n d u s t r i a l  
v i l l a g e  formed a t  Eas t  L e v e r e t t  around Roaring Brook sawmills  on 
Shutesbury Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy wi th  smal l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  a long  Sawmill River (North L e v e r e t t  and 
Moores Corner)  and Roaring Brook (Eas t  L e v e r e t t )  . 
L e v e r e t t ' s  long h i s t o r y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  implements probably was 
i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  1820s. Rufus Putnam began scy the  making i n  1826. 
By 1830, t h e r e  were t h r e e  s cy the  shops: two i n  Eas t  L e v e r e t t  and 
one i n  North L e v e r e t t .  A t  l e a s t  e i g h t  sawmills  were a l s o  i n  ope ra t ion  
t h a t  y e a r ,  t e s t i f y i n g  t o  t h e  s i z e  of L e v e r e t t ' s  t imber  h a r v e s t s .  
Of t h e  f i v e  p a t e n t s  f o r  t u r n i n g  l a t h e s  g ran ted  t o  men i n  Hampshire 
and F rank l in  coun t i e s ,  two were given t o  L e v e r e t t  men, W. P a t r i c k  
(4/24/1827) and J. Moore (1/19/1828).  [Was J.  Moore connected wi th  

D .  Moore's l a t e r  machine shop a t  E a s t  Levere t t? ]  Another p a t e n t  
i n  1832 was gran ted  t o  J .  Bisbee of P l a i n f i e l d  f o r  a  machine t o  
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V I I I .  

t u r n  broom handles ,  and t h e  Moore and P a t r i c k  p a t e n t s ,  l i k e  a s i m i l a r  
1824 p a t e n t  i n  Hadley, may a l s o  have been f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

The l a r g e s t  i ndus t ry ,  however, i n  1832 was i n  t h e  making of palm- 
l e a f  h a t s .  The i n d u s t r y  developed i n  t h e  l a t e  1820s. B y  1832, 
Leve re t t  women produced $5,000 worth,  the third highest value of my tom 
i n  t h e  county,  a f t e r  N e w  Salem and Wendell. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately two dozen houses of t h e  Federa l  per iod  
surv ive  i n  L e v e r e t t .  Among t h e s e  a r e  modest concen t r a t i ons  of houses 
a t  North L e v e r e t t ,  E a s t  L e v e r e t t  and L e v e r e t t  Center ,  a s  we l l  a s  
a number of houses l o c a t e d  i n  d i spe r sed  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s .  Federa l  
houses were noted on Long P l a i n ,  Montague, Shutesbury and North 
Leve re t t  Roads. These inc lude  a preponderance of c e n t e r  chimney 
p lan  s t r u c t u r e s  (bo th  c o t t a g e s  and houses) a s  w e l l  a s  double i n t e r i o r  
and endwall chimney houses.  A few houses wi th  twin r e a r w a l l  chimneys, 
a  comparatively r a r e  form, were a l s o  noted,  wi th  examples on Long 
P l a i n  and Shutesbury Roads. Although t h e  gab le  roof form predominated, 
approximately a h a l f  dozen houses wi th  h i p  r o o f s ,  g e n e r a l l y  an i n d i c a t i o n  
of some s o p h i s t i c a t t i o n ,  were a l s o  observed.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The on ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  recorded f o r  t h e  
per iod  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a B a p t i s t  meeting house a t  North 
Leve re t t  i n  1794 and t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  f i r s t  schoolhouse ca.1800. 
A t  North Leve re t t  i s  a two-story s i d e h a l l  p l an  b u i l d i n g  which may 
have been b u i l t  a s  a school ,  sometime a f t e r  1800. 

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Improvement of r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  from Amherst wi th  New London and 
Northern Rai l road  (Vermont C e n t r a l )  t o  Montague fol lowing Long P l a i n  
v a l l e y  around Mount Toby (ca.1858) wi th  depot  a t  L e v e r e t t  S t a t i o n .  

B .  Populat ion 

But f o r  smal l  ga ins  i n  t h e  1850s, L e v e r e t t ' s  popula t ion  en t e red  
i n t o  a pe r iod  of slow d e c l i n e  between 1830 and 1870, l o s i n g  smal l  
numbers of r e s i d e n t s  i n  most f ive-year  pe r iods .  By 1870, t h e  town 
was 6 2  persons  less than  it had been 4 0  y e a r s  be fo re .  

L e v e r e t t ' s  fore ign-born popula t ion  i n  1855 was l i m i t e d  t o  two Irishmen. 

Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

North Leve re t t  continued a s  primary economic a r e a  a long Sawmill 
River,  extending e a s t  t o  Moores Corner and Dudleyvi l l e .  Local c i v i c  
focus  maintained a t  Leve re t t  Center  a long  Montague S t r e e t  wi th  secondary 
economic a c t i v i t i e s  developed around t h e  r a i l r o a d  depot a t  Leve re t t  
Station(1858) and a t  Eas t  L e v e r e t t  sawmills  on Roaring Brook. Limited 
farming d i s t r i c t  remained i n  Long P l a i n  t o  Sunderland and on Sawmill 
River t o  North Leve re t t  wi th  lumbering on highland s lopes .  
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D .  Economic Base 

Predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy though wi th  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i v e r s i f i e d  
i n d u s t r i e s  a t  m i l l  powers of Sawmill River and Roaring Brook. 

By 1855, t h e r e  were t e n  sawmills  i n  town producing 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  
board f e e t  of lumber annua l ly .  Four shops made hoes and scy thes ,  
while a  f i f t h ,  Graves & Sons i n  North Leve re t t ,  t u rned  o u t  65,000 
s e t s  of scythe-snathe mountings worth $9,000, t h e  town's  l a r g e s t  
manufactured product  va lue  t h a t  yea r .  

The yea r  1845 saw t h e  peak of t h e  palm-leaf h a t  product ion i n  Leve re t t ,  
a s  i n  o t h e r  towns i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  L e v e r e t t ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i ndus t ry  
may have been int roduced from t h e  ad j acen t  town of Arnherst t o  t h e  
south,  which i n  1845 was t h e  l ead ing  town i n  t h e  v a l l e y  f o r  palm- 
l e a f  h a t s .  L e v e r e t t ,  i n  1845 second on ly  t o  Orange i n  t h e  county 
product ion,  employed 230 women i n  t h e  home manufacture of t h e s e  
h a t s .  A s  f a c t o r y  produc t ion  took over  t h e  bus iness  i n  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ,  
product ion dropped sha rp ly .  By 1865, on ly  t e n  women were so  employed. 

Another important  i n d u s t r y  of t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  was i n  
t h e  commercial manufacture of cha rcoa l .  P e t e r  Kimball i n  Eas t  Leve re t t  
i s  be l ieved  t o  have s t a r t e d  making cha rcoa l  f o r  s a l e  about 1825. 
A s  l a t e  a s  1845, only  two towns i n  t h e  county r epo r t ed  charcoa l  
product ion - L e v e r e t t  and Bernardston.  L e v e r e t t ' s  product ion,  24,000 
bushe ls ,  represen ted  75% of t h e  county product ion.  A decade l a t e r ,  
t e n  towns r epo r t ed  cha rcoa l  product ion,  i n c r e a s i n g  by 677%; F r a n k l i n ' s  
248,650 bushe ls  ranked second i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  Berksh i re ;  and wi th in  
t h e  county,  L e v e r e t t ,  wi th  a  p roduc t ion  of 60,000 bushe ls ,  ranked 
second t o  Erving.  The i n d u s t r y  i n  L e v e r e t t  employed 1 4  men t h a t  
y e a r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  number employed i n  a  s i n g l e  L e v e r e t t  i n d u s t r y  
o u t s i d e  of farming. I n  1865, a s  more e f f i c i e n t  methods were developed, 
L e v e r e t t ' s  cha rcoa l  p roduc t ion ,  a long wi th  t h e  coun ty ' s ,  dec l ined  
t o  a  f r a c t i o n  of i t s  e a r l i e r  prominence. While F rank l in  product ion 
dec l ined  sha rp ly  t o  s i x t h  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  Hampshire product ion 
correspondingly r o s e  neary 650%, i t s e l f  reach ing  second p l a c e .  

L e v e r e t t ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  a l s o  included a  smal l  woolen m i l l  i n  Eas t  
Leve re t t  (employed fou r  i n  1 8 6 5 ) ,  two smal l  t a n n e r i e s ,  and, by 1860, 
p a i l s  and t u b s  i n  t h e  Graves shop i n  North Leve re t t .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A l a r g e  number of houses and c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  
t h e  pe r iod ,  most appa ren t ly  be fo re  1850. C l u s t e r s  of Greek Revival  
s t ruc turesdeve loped  o r  expanded a t  North L e v e r e t t ,  Moores Corner, 
Eas t  L e v e r e t t  and L e v e r e t t  Center .  I n f i l l  a long o u t l y i n g  roads  
continued.  Cot tages  were t h e  predominant house form f o r  t h e  pe r iod ,  
bu t  a  number of two-story houses were a l s o  b u i l t .  I n  gene ra l ,  more 
t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  chimney o r  double i n t e r i o r  chimney p l ans  p reva i l ed .  
Use of t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l an  was l e s s  common b u t  s i d e h a l l  p lan  houses 
and c o t t a g e s  were noted on Long P l a i n ,  Montague and North Leve re t t  
Roads. Except ional  s t r u c t u r e s  i nc lude  a  f ive-bay,  f r o n t  gabled 
Greek Revival  c o t t a g e  on Montague Road, a  Greek Revival  c o t t a g e  
wi th  Gothic Revival  lancet-windowed dormers on Long H i l l  Road, and 
a  T-plan Gothic Revival  c o t t a g e  a t  North L e v e r e t t .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Both t h e  B a p t i s t  and Congregational  S o c i e t i e s  cons t ruc ted  
new meetinghouses (bo th  of which a r e  e x t a n t )  i n  t h e  1830s. The 
Congregational  Church (1838) i s  no tab le  f o r  i t s  Gothic Revival  d e t a i l i n g .  
A double en t r ance  one-and-a-half s t o r y  Greek Revival  b u i l d i n g  wi th  
a  square  b e l f r y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  inco rpo ra t e s  l a n c e t  windows. The 
two-story B a p t i s t  Church (1836) a t  North Leve re t t  i s  l e s s  wel l -  
preserved,  having l o s t  i t s  s t e e p l e ,  b u t  it fo l lows  t h e  same b a s i c  
form wi th  double en t r ances  and a  square  b e l f r y .  Other s o c i e t i e s  
organized ( b u t  defunc t  by ca.1860) were t h e  F reewi l l  B a p t i s t  (1835) 
and t h e  U n i t a r i a n / U n i v e r s a l i s t  (ca .1835) .  The p r e s e n t  Town Ha l l  
was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1845; a s  b u i l t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was a  s i n g l e  s t o r y  
i n  he igh t  wi th  double en t r ances  and gab le  f r o n t  wi th  p i l a s t e r s .  
I ts  p r e s e n t  appearance d a t e s  from an 1895 remodell ing.  S ix  school 
d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town i n  1878; however, none of them a r e  
known t o  su rv ive .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Vermont Cen t r a l  remained a s  primary nor th-south a x i s  t o  Amherst 
and Greenf ie ld  through Long P l a i n  v a l l e y .  No t r o l l e y  l i n e s  cons t ruc ted  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  

B. Populat ion 

L e v e r e t t ' s  popula t ion  cont inued i t s  pe r iod  of slow d e c l i n e ,  l o s i n g  
a  t o t a l  of 98 persons  by t h e  end of t h e  per iod  i n  1915. By 1905, 
t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  group of immiqrants were 18 French Canadians. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Economic a c t i v i t i e s  maintained around North L e v e r e t t  sawmills  wi th  
secondary v i l l a g e  a t  Moores Corner a long Sawmill River .  Local c i v i c  
func t ions  remained a t  L e v e r e t t  Center  wi th  economic a c t i v i t i e s  a t  
Leve re t t  S t a t i o n  and a t  E a s t  Leve re t t  m i l l  v i l l a g e .  Commercial 
farming cont inued on Long P l a i n  t o  Sunderland.  

D .  Economic Base 

By t h e  beginningof  t h e  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod ,  L e v e r e t t  had l o s t  
t o  more c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n s  much of t h e  d i v e r s i t y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
t h e  preceding pe r iod .  I n  1875, n ine  sawmills  made up nea r ly  ha l f  
of t h e  town's  annual  product  va lue ,  wi th  s cy the  sna ths  (1 shop) 
and woolen goods (1 m i l l )  making up most of t h e  remaining.  The 
year  1875 a l s o  saw t h e  beginning of a  new i n d u s t r y  - wooden boxes 
produced by Frary  & Gates a t  L e v e r e t t  Center .  A second box m i l l ,  
a  branch of F & G ' s  succes so r ,  was b u i l t  i n  1908 a t  Eas t  Leve re t t ,  
and t h e  town had g r e a t ,  though u n r e a l i z e d ,  hopes f o r  an i n d u s t r i a l  
r e v i v a l .  I n  1885 Leve re t t  sawmills  produced 458,000 f e e t  of lumber 
- f i f t h  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county.  Three sawmills ,  two g r i s t  m i l l s ,  
and Myron Graves ' s  North L e v e r e t t  p a i l  shop were l i s t e d  i n  1890. 

I n  1881, L e v e r e t t ' s  cha rcoa l  i n d u s t r y  r ece ived  a  boost  by t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  on Coke Kiln  Road of b r i c k  cha rcoa l  k i l n s  by Amos Howard. 
The Bramlages (1974) r epo r t ed  t h a t  they  were " t h e  f i r s t  k i l n s  of 
t h i s  type  b u i l t  i n  Massachusetts" (p .35 ) ,  perhaps  a  r e f e rence  t o  
t h e  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
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E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Comparatively l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred 
i n  t h e  per iod .  There were no new v i l l a g e s  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  cons t ruc t ion  
was confined t o  s c a t t e r e d  i n f i l l  i n  e x i s t i n g  v i l l a g e s  and along 
o u t l y i n g  roads .  I n  gene ra l ,  c o t t a g e s  wi th  s i d e h a l l  p l ans  and modest 
Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g  predominated. Examples of such cons t ruc t ion  
were noted on Long P l a i n ,  Montague, and North Leve re t t  Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Limited i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  
t h e  per iod .  The only new bu i ld ing  recorded f o r  t h e  per iod  was t h e  
Moores Corner Congregational  Church (1896) ,  a  smal l  Queen Anne s t r u c t u r e  
wi th  an o f f s e t  square  en t r ance  tower. I n  1895, t h e  Town Hal l  was 
r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s  and lengthened.  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Improvement of north-south c o r r i d o r  from Amherst t o  Montague with  
au to  Route 63 fol lowing Long P l a i n  Road and secondary eas t -west  
connector t o  Orange a s  North L e v e r e t t  Road a long Sawmill River .  

B .  Populat ion 

L e v e r e t t ' s  popula t ion  cont inued i t s  slow d e c l i n e ,  reach ing  i t s  n a d i r  
of 594 i n  1945. I n  1940, a t  688, L e v e r e t t  had l o s t  ano ther  91 persons 
s i n c e  1915. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Local c i v i c  focus  remained a t  L e v e r e t t  Center  extending a long Montague 
Road wi th  secondary c e n t e r  a t  North L e v e r e t t  a long Sawmill River .  

D .  Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Both t h e  Leve re t t  Center  box shop 
of Beaman & Marvel and t h e  Howard cha rcoa l  k i l n  remained i n  opera t ion ,  
theformer employing 35 men. The town a l s o  produced maple suqar 
and maple syrup.  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

There a r e  no completed inventory  forms f o r  L e v e r e t t .  Areas t o  be 
surveyed inc lude  L e v e r e t t  Center ,  North L e v e r e t t ,  Eas t  Leve re t t  
and Moores Corner. Of s p e c i a l  no t e  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  of p re se rva t ion  
of t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h / e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  town. North 
Leve re t t  and Moores Corner a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  we l l  p reserved .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The Sawmill River  between Shutesbury and Montague has  
an ex t r ao rd ina ry  weal th  of s t and ing  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  which 
should be f u r t h e r  s t u d i e d .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  sawmill 
a t  North L e v e r e t t ,  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  on waterpower. Also s tanding  
a r e  t h e  charcoa l  k i l n s  on Coke Kiln  Road, t h e  on ly  known example 
t o  su rv ive  i n  t h e  s tudy  u n i t  and r epu ted ly  t h e  e a r l i e s t  of t h e i r  
type  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
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