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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: L e i c e s t e r  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

L o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  e d g e  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y ' s  u p l a n d s  
p l a t e a u ,  L e i c e s t e r  l i e s  a t  e l e v a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  700 and  1200  f e e t  
a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l  ( a . s . 1 . )  The h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  found i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  town where  t h e  s u r f a c e  is less  b r o k e n  by 
h i l l s  t h a n  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n .  T h e r e  a  number o f  e l o n g a t e d ,  
rounded  d r u m l i n s  r i s e  f rom a  swampy s u r f a c e  c r o s s e d  by  numerous  
s t r e a m s .  E l e v a t i o n s  r a n g e  f rom 750 - 8 5 0  f e e t  a . s . 1 .  i n  t h e  
swampy v a l l e y s  t o  8 0 0  - 950  f e e t  on  t h e  d r u m l i n s .  

T h i s  s u r f i c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  a l s o  m a r k s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s o i l  t y p e s .  
I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n ,  f a i r l y  l e v e l  u p l a n d  a r e a ,  S u t t o n  Loam 
p r e d o m i n a t e s .  I n  t h e  l o w e r ,  s o u t h e r n  a r e a ,  C h a r l t o n  and P a x t o n  
Loams p r e d o m i n a t e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  found  o n  t h e  t o p s  and  s i d e s  o f  
d r u m l i n s ,  They r a n g e  f rom f i n e  s a n d y  loams  t o  u n c u l t i v a b l e  s t o n y  
l o a m s .  A l l  t h r e e  s o i l  t y p e s ,  w h e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r  o f  s t o n e s ,  
r a n k  among t h e  mos t  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  and  i m p o r t a n t  s o i l s  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  They a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  we l l  s u i t e d  t o  mowing and 
p a s t u r e ,  b u t  a l s o  y i e l d  good c r o p s  o f  p o t a t o e s ,  c o r n  and g r a i n s ,  
and  v e g e t a b l e s ,  and a r e  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  m a r k e t  g a r d e n s  and f r u i t  
o r c h a r d s ,  

L e i c e s t e r  ' s  s t r e a m s  d r a i n  i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s .  
Lynde Brook a n d  Ke t t l e  Brook i n  t h e  e a s t  j o i n  n e a r  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  
b e f o r e  f l o w i n g  e a s t w a r d  i n t o  W o r c e s t e r  and Auburn and i n t o  t h e  
B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r .  I n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  town Shaw Brook and  
i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  f l o w  west t o  S p e n c e r  and T u r k e y  H i l l  B r o o k ,  which 
e v e n t u a l l y  j o i n  t h e  Quabog R i v e r  and t h e  C h i c o p e e  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n .  
The r e m a i n i n g  and  l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  L e i c e s t e r  i s  d r a i n e d  by 
s e v e r a l  s t r e a m s ,  which  i n c l u d e  B u r n c o a t ,  Town Meadow, and  
G r i n d s t o n e  Brook.  T h e s e  j o i n  a t  R o c h d a l e  b e f o r e  f l o w i n g  s o u t h  t o  
Oxford  and  i n t o  t h e  F r e n c h  R i v e r ,  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Thames R i v e r  
d r a i n a g e  b a s i n .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n c l u d e d , i n  e i g h t  m i l e  s q u a r e  "Towtaid"  p u r c h a s e  o f  1 6 8 6 .  
E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  1 7 1 4 .  P a r t  t a k e n  t o  fo rm 
d i s t r i c t  o f  S p e n c e r ,  1 7 5 3 .  P a r t  a n n e x e d  t o  W o r c e s t e r ,  1 7 5 8 .  P a r t  
i n c l u d i n g  new d i s t r i c t  o f  P a x t o n ,  1 7 6 5 .  P a r t  s e t  o f f  a s  a  p a r i s h  
a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town of  Ward ( l a t e r  Auburn)  i n  1 7 7 8 .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

l a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  community o n  upper  F r e n c h  and B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  
i b u t a r i e s ,  w i t h  l i k e l y  n a t i v e  p l a n t a t i o n  s i t e  ("Towtaid")  on 
t r a w b e r r y  H i l l , "  a n d  documented  p l a n t i n g  s i t e  on "Bald H i l l . "  

Pe rmanen t  European  s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  c a .  1 7 1 5 ,  w i t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
s i t e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by 1 7 2 2 .  D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  g r o w t h  o f  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  a t  



mee t inghouse  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  academy e s t a b l i s h e d  1784.  Widespread 
c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a f t e r  1780s .  E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  development  of  
wool t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  on Kett le  Brook (Cher ry  V a l l e y )  and 
French  R ive r  ( C l a v i l l e ,  l a t e r  R o c h d a l e ) .  I n d u s t r i a l  development  
a t  Rochdale  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  by 1 8 4 1  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n .  20 th  
c e n t u r y  svburban  prowth i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  most  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  
b u t  i s  now s i d e s p r e a d .  S e v e r a l  a r e a s  of f u n c t i o n a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a n d s c a p e s  r e m a i n ,  however .  L e i c e s t e r  Cen te r  r e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  
mid-19th c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r ,  w i t h  most  of  t h e  F e d e r a l  v i l l a g e  a r e a  
now c o n t r o l l e d  by L e i c e s t e r  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  R o c h d a l e / G r e e n v i l l e  
r e t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  components of  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  
deve lopment .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1550-1620) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s :  

Upland t r i b u t a r i e s  of French  and B l a c k s t o n e  r i v e r s ,  w i t h  main 
e a s t w e s t  r o u t e  p robab ly  Main S t r e e t .  P i n e  S t r e e t  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  
b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u t h w e s t  b r a n c h .  Rawson S t r e e t  p o s s i b l e  t h i r d  
w e s t e r n  r o u t e .  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  is l i k e l y  s o u t h e r n  r o u t e  t o  French  
R ive r  c o r r i d o r  w i th  R ive r  S t r e e t  c o n n e c t o r  t o  w e s t e r n  t r a i l .  
Nor the rn  e a s t w e s t  r o u t e  is  p o s s i b l y  M a r s h a l l  S t r e e t  - Hemlock Road 
- Bond S t r e e t ,  w i t h  Pax ton  S t r e e t  b r a n c h  s o u t h .  

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P e r i o d :  

No s i t e s  a r e  known beyond rumored f i n d s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of Burncoa t  Pond. P r e d i c t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  s i t e s  would be l o c a t e d  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  t own ' s  o t h e r  ponds ,  Cedar Meadow. S a r g e n t ,  
Henshaw a s  w e l l  a s  a l o n g  t h e  Town Meadow Brook and K e t t l e  Brook 
s y s t e m s .  S e t t l e m e n t  can  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n s i s t  of  s m a l l  s i t e s  of 
s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  v i s i t e d  on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  

Visi ts  t o  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  a r e a  were on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s  by s m a l l  
f a m i l y  o r  t a s k  g r o u p s ,  t o  t h e  up land  a r e a s  i n  w i n t e r  f o r  h u n t i n g  
a s  well a s  waterways f o r  f i s h i n g .  These  e x t r a c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  
would b e  pursued from l a r g e r  more permanent  b a s e  camps. 

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s :  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u se .  

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  wi th  
some r e d u c t i o n  due t o  i n c r e a s e d  c o l o n i a l  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of p r a y i n g  towns.  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  
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V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  a r e  improved a s  r o a d s  and  h i g h w a y s ,  w i t h  t h e  main 
r o u t e  t h e  e a s t w e s t  p o s t  r o a d  (Main S t r e e t ) .  Rawson S t r e e t  and  
P i n e  S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  west and  s o u t h w e s t  a l t e r n a t e  
r o u t e s .  The n o r t h l s o u t h  r o u t e  f rom Oxford  t o  P a x t o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  i s  improved ( P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  - P a x t o n  
S t r e e t ) .  A r o u t e  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o u n t y  towns  r u n s  a c r o s s  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town ( M a r s h a l l  S t r e e t - M u l b e r r y  S t r e e t ) .  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

By 1 7 2 4 ,  37 s e t t l e r s  h a d  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
L e i c e s t e r  g r a n t .  Few l a t e r  f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  By 1765  t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  , by 1 7 7 5 .  

The town d e v e l o p e d  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r  a n d  h i s  s a l a r y  
a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a n d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  r e p e a t e d  v o t e s  and r e v e r s a l s  
u n t i l  h e  was d i s m i s s e d  i n  1 7 3 5 .  T h i s  d i v i s i o n  was a t  l e a s t  
p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  s e p a r a t i o n  by B a p t i s t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r .  The town had  s e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  
r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  S e t t l e r s  f rom Rhode I s l a n d  became t h e  
c o r e  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  F r i e n d s  i n  t h e  town f rom 1732 .  S c h o o l s  were 
p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  town f r o m  1 7 3 1 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

A g r o u p  o f  Roxbury i n v e s t o r s  p u r c h a s e  t h e  a r e a  known a s  Towta id  
f rom a  Nipmuck g r o u p  h e a d e d  by t h e  sachem O r a s k a s o .  M e a s u r i n g  8 
miles s q u a r e  t h i s  o r i g i n a l  g r a n t  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  L e i c e s t e r  and  
S p e n c e r ,  p l u s  p o r t i o n s  o f  P a x t o n  and  Auburn. S e t t l e m e n t  was 
d e l a y e d  by  c o n t i n u i n g  h o s t i l i t i e s  b e t w e e n  n a t i v e s  and c o l o n i a l  
t h r o u g h  1 7 1 3 .  The g r a n t  was  c o n f i r m e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  
p r o v i s o  t h a t  t h e  l a n d s  b e  p r o m p t l y  t a k e n  up.  The p r o p r i e t o r s  t h e n  
d i v i d e d  t h e  a r e a  i n  t w o ,  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
r e q u i r e d  s e t t l e r s  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s e g m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  
own p r o f i t .  L e i c e s t e r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s e t t l e r s '  s e c t i o n ,  d i v i d e d  i n t o  50  l o t s ,  which  by 1 7 2 4  was s e t t l e d  
by 37 owners  o f  o n e  o r  more  of  t h e  30-50 a c r e  h o u s e l o t s .  T h e s e ,  
and  l a t e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  1 0 0  a c r e s  p e r  1 0  a c r e  h o u s e l o t s ,  a s  wel l  a s  
meadow g r a n t s ,  were s e l e c t e d  by  l o t t e r y .  Near t h e  t o w n ' s  c e n t e r ,  
o n  S t r a w b e r r y  H i l l ,  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was l o c a t e d .  The two 
d i s s e n t i n g  g r o u p s  l o c a t e d  t h e i r  h o u s e s  a t  t h e  t o w n ' s  e x t r e m i t i e s ,  
t h e  Q u a k e r s  (1732)  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  t h e  B a p t i s t s  (1738)  i n  t h e  
s o u t h .  G a r r i s o n s  o r  f o r t i f i e d  h o u s e s  were l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
t o  t h e  west o f  S a r g e n t  P o n d ,  s o u t h  t o w a r d  G r e e n v i l l e ,  a s  we l l  a s  
t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  on  t h e  Henshaw S t . .  H i l l .  A l though  s e t t l e m e n t  
was t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  p r o p r i e t o r s  b e g a n  t o  
d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  a n d  s o o n  t h e  l a r g e  f r o n t  was b r o k e n  i n t o  
s m a l l e r  u n i t s .  F i r s t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  came a g i t a t i o n  (1743)  f o r  a  
town t h a t  would e v e n t u a l l y  b e  g r a n t e d  a s  WardIAuburn.  C o m p l a i n t s  
i n  t h e  west h a d  begun  e v e n  e a r l i e r  (1741)  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  emerged 
a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  S p e n c e r  ( 1 7 5 3 ) .  To t h e  n o r t h  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  
r e s i s t e n c e  p r e c e e d e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  P a x t o n  i n  1 7 6 5 .  
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D. Economic Base 

The town was p r i m a r i l y  engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s ,  w i t h  an 
e a r l y  c o n c e r n  f o r  i t s  meadows. S e v e r a l  m i l l  p r i v i l e g e s  were 
deve loped  e a r l y  i n  t h e  t own ' s  h i s t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  g r i s t  m i l l  a t  
t h e  o u t l e t  o f  t h e  town meadow n e a r  Main S t r e e t  ( 1 7 2 2 ) ,  a  saw m i l l  
(1724) and l a t e r  a  g r i s t  m i l l ,  i n  G r e e n v i l l e ,  f o l lowed  by saw and 
g r i s t  m i l l s  a t  Che r ry  V a l l e y  (by 1 7 3 0 ) .  The town had c o n t i n u a l  
problems r a i s i n g  funds  r e q u i r e d  f o r  p u b l i c  works p r o j e c t s  by t h e  
l a r g e  number o f  n o n - r e s i d e n t  l a n d  owners .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  E a r l i e s t  e x a c t  r e s i d e n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  1720 house  of 
Judge  John  M e n s i e s ( ? )  on Henshaw Road which may have  been one of 
g a r r i s o n  houses  ment ioned  i n  H u r d ; s  1889 h i s t o r y .  Now a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  o b v i o u s l y  been  
a l t e r e d  and may i n c o r p o r a t e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  1720 b u i l d i n g .  A 
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  chimney d w e l l i n g  a t  h a s  Greek 
R e v i v a l  t r i m ,  b u t  t h e  l e a n t o  i n d i c a t e s  an  e a r l i e r ,  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e .  The t w o - s t o r y ,  s i x - b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney 
s t r u c t u r e  a t  G r e e n v i l l e  a c r o s s  f rom t h e  B a p t i s t  Church may a l s o  
d a t e  from t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of t h e  1 8 t h e  c e n t u r y  and t h e r e f o r e  b e  
t h e  o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  As ide  from t h e s e  
t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of t h e  form of  e a r l y  
d w e l l i n g s  i n  L e i c e s t e r .  Hurd s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  h o u s e s  were of  
one s t o r y  w i t h  a  f r o n t  room and k i t c h e n  and sometimes an added 
bedroom. L a t e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Lopez 
I '  mansion" e r e c t e d  on t h e  common i n  1777 and d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n  
"oblong ,  b a r r a c k s - l o o k i n g  b u i l d i n g "  w i t h  rooms 7  and 112  f e e t  
h i g h ,  a  s o u t h e a s t  and s o u t h w e s t  p a r l o r ,  c e n t r a l  f r o n t  room, 3  r e a r  
rooms, and s e v e r a l  chambers  (Hurd) .  The b u i l d i n g  may o r  may n o t  
have  had t h e  cupo la  ment ioned  i n  t h e  1793 d e s c r i p t i o n  a f t e r  i t  had 
been pu rchased  and i n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  Academy i n  1784. 
M r .  Lopez was a  Newport Jew who w i t h  o t h e r s  o f  h i s  r e l i g i o n  
s e t t l e d  b r i e f l y  i n  L e i c e s t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  H i s  house  may 
have  been r e f l e c t e d  Newport t a s t e  and s t y l e .  Hurd a l s o  r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  1772 "mansion" on M t .  P l e a s a n t  b u i l t  by Joseph  Henshaw and 
" r e f u r b i s h e d "  by James Swann i n  1795 and t o  t h e  " l a r g e  r e s i d e n c e "  
o f  Joshua  C l a p p ,  e a s t  of  t h e  common, l a t e r  S t o n e w a l l  Farm, which 
appea red  i n  1900 a s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  p i l e  end chimney 
house  wi th  a  t w o - s t o r y  wrap-around I o n i c  po rch .  The p o r t i c o  may 
have  been a  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  a d d i t i o n  when t h e  house  was remodel led  
a s  a  s u m m e r  home. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  mee t inghouse  was e r e c t e d  on t h e  common 
s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  F e d e r a t e d  Church c a .  1719.  I t  had 
no  porch  o r  b e l f r e y  and was u n p a i n t e d .  A Quaker mee t inghouse  was 
b u i l t  c a .  1739-40 and was a  o n e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  measu r ing  2 0 ' x  
2 2 ' .  The B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  which formed i n  1738 e r e c t e d  a  
mee t inghouse  i n  G r e e n s v i l l e  c a .  1747. The f i r s t  s c h o o l h o u s e ,  
1 7 3 6 ,  was e r e c t e d  t e n  r o d s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  mee t inghouse  and measured 
1 6 '  x  2 0 ' .  A s c h o o l  was b u i l t  i n  1762 on t h e  s i t e  of S a r g e n t s  
b r i c k  f a c t o r y  (? ) .  F i v e  s c h o o l h o u s e s  were b u i l t  between 1765-67. 
Th f i r s t  t a v e r n  i n  L e i c e s t e r  on t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  Main and P a x t o n ,  
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was b u i l t  i n  1 7 2 1 ,  b u r n e d  i n  1 7 6 7 ,  a n d  was r e b u i l t  and o p e r a t e d  a s  
l a t e  a s  1812 .  The s e c o n d  t a v e r n ,  b u i l t  i n  1 7 2 7 ,  was l o c a t e d  
a c r o s s  f r o m  S t .  ~ o s e p h ' s  C h u r c h .  The James  Smi th  t a v e r n  o f  1 7 4 0 ,  
t h e  l a s t  h o u s e  on t h e  r o a d  t o  S p e n c e r ,  was d e s t r o y e d  by a  s t o r m  i n  
1 7 5 9 .  S i n c e  1 7 6 6 ,  a  t a v e r n  h a s  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  s i t e  o f  
t h e  L e i c e s t e r  I n n .  Ben jamin  F o s g a t e  o p e r a t e d  a  s t o r e  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  by 1 7 2 0 .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The c o l o n i a l  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  t h e  
S t a f f o r d  T u r n p i k e ,  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  s o u t h e a s t  b o r d e r ,  
c h a r t e r e d  i n  1 8 0 6 ,  o p e n e d  b y  1 8 1 0 .  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  w i t h i n  t h e  town was s l o w  d u r i n g  t h e  war y e a r s  
and t h e  economic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .  From a  f i g u r e  o f  
1 0 0 5  i n  1 7 7 6 ,  b u t  t o  o n l y  1 1 0 3  i n  1 8 0 0 ,  a n d  1 2 5 2  i n  1 8 2 0  s l o w e d  i n  
p a r t  by t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  WardIAuburn.  S u b s t a n t i a l  g r o w t h  f o l l o w e d  
i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  when t h e  f i g u r e  r e a c h e d  1 7 8 2 .  

D u r i n g  t h e  war y e a r s ,  a  g r o u p  o f  Jews came t o  t h e  town a s  a  r e f u g e  
f r o m  Newpor t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t r a d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s l a v e s ,  
a n d  n u m b e r i n g  c a .  7 0 .  

Q u a k e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  meet i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  t h e  B a p t i s t  m e t  o n l y  
s p o r a d i c a l l y ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a l s o  i n  N o r t h  S p e n c e r  and t h e  c e n t e r  
s c h o o l h o u s e ,  The c o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church was b u i l t  a t  
R o c h d a l e  , s p o n s o r e d  by E n g l i s h  i m m i g r a n t s ,  i n  1 8 2 3 .  Quakers  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  R o c h d a l e ,  s p o n s o r e d  by E n g l i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  1823 .  
Q u a k e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m e e t ,  b u t  B a p t i s t s  m e t  o n l y  s p o r a d i c a l l y ,  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  N o r t h  S p e n c e r  and t h e  c e n t e r  s c h o o l h o u s e .  I n  
1 7 9 3 ,  t h e  town e n n u n c i a t e d  i t s  c o s m o p o l i t a n  image w i t h  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of  b o t h  a  S o c i a l  L i b r a r y  and  a n  Academy. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The p e r i o d  sees g r o w t h  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  a s  a n  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c u s  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  s m a l l ,  
d i s p e r s e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c i  p e r s i s t ,  a n d  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i s  
i n i t i a t e d  a t  s e v e r a l  w a t e r - p o w e r  s i t e s .  D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  d o m i n a n t ,  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  
s m a l l - s c a l e  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  Growth i n  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  i s  
i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  1 7 8 0 s  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  2nd m e e t i n g h o u s e  
( 1 7 8 4 ) ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Academy ( a l s o  1 7 8 4 ) ,  a n d  l i n e a r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  on Main S t r e e t ,  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  
number o f  h i g h s t y l e  r e s i d e n c e  r e p a i r e d  i n  1 8 2 5 ,  t h e  2nd F r i e n d s  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  1 7 9 1 ,  a n d  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  Church b u i l t  a t  
C l a p p v i l l e  ( l a t e r  R o c h d a l e )  i n  1821 .  T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i s  
i n i t i a t e d  i n  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  i n  1 8 1 4 ,  a n d  i n  C l a p p v i l l e  i n  1821 .  
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D. Economic Base  

L i k e  mos t  W o r c e s t e r  County  t o w n s ,  L e i c e s t e r ' s  economy a s  i t  
emerged f rom t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War p e r i o d  was founded  on 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  t h e  1 7 8 0 s ,  h o w e v e r ,  L e i c e s t e r  began  t o  b e  known 
a s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  c o t t o n  a n d  wool  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  I n t r o d u c e d  by 
Thomas E a s l e ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d e d  a s  o t h e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  
f i e l d .  P l i n y  E a r l e  o f  L e i c e s t e r  s u p p l i e d  t h e  f i r s t  m a c h i n e  c a r d  
c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  America  t o  Almy & Brown of P r o v i d e n c e  f o r  
t h e i r  m i l l  i n  P a w t u c k e t  , se t  up by Samuel S l a t e r .  Many 
i n v e n t o r i e s  and p a t e n t s  were g r a n t e d  t o  L e i c e s t e r  i n v e n t o r s  and 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a s  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  improve  t h e  p r o d u c t  and  
p r o c e s s .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e  i n d u s t r y  was t r a n s f o r m e d  f rom a  
hand o p e r a t i o n s  p u t  o u t  t o  many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  homes t o  a  
m e c h a n i z e d  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i o n .  By 1 8 3 2 ,  e i g h t  m a c h i n e  c a r d  
f a c t o r i e s  a n d  s i x  hand c a r d  f a c t o r i e s  employed 90 and p r o d u c e d  
c a r d s  v a l u e d  a t  $ 1 2 6 , 0 0 0 .  

The m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c a r d s  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  
and i m p r o v e m e n t s .  S e v e r a l  t a n n e r i e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o v i d e  
l e a t h e r  f o r  c a r d  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  a  number o f  m a c h i n e s  f o r  l e a t h e r  
c u t t i n g  and c a r d  c l o t h i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n  were i n v e n t e d  and  improved .  
Two f a c t o r i e s  f o r  d r a w i n g  t h e  wire u s e d  i n  c a r d s  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  
by 1832 .  

L e i c e s t e r  a l s o  e n t e r e d  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a t  a n  e a r l y  d a t e .  By 
1814 a  c l o t h i e r ' s  s h o p  i n  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  
woolen  m i l l ;  i n  1 8 2 1  a  s e c o n d  woolen  m i l l  was b u i l t  on  Kett le  
Brook by Thomas B o t t o m l e y .  A t h i r d  m i l l  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  l o w e r  
p r i v i l e d g e  i n  R o c h d a l e  t h e  same y e a r  and  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  L e i c e s t e r  
Mfg. Co. I n  1832  t h e  t h r e e  m i l l s  employed n e a r l y  200 i n  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b r o a d c l o t h s  and c a s s i m e r e s .  O t h e r  t e x t i l e  - r e l a t e d  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  L e i c e s t e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  
a  s m a l l  s h u t t l e  f a c t o r y  and  b o b b i n  f a c t o r y .  

Boot and  s h o e  making f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n  a n d  s o u t h e r n  m a r k e t s  ( l a r g e l y  
f o r  s l a v e  w e a r )  was u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 2 0 s  and 1 8 3 0 s .  By 
1832  f o u r  s h o p s  employed 3 3  men and p r o d u c e  1 3 , 2 5 0  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  
and 7 , 7 0 0  p a i r s  o f  s h o e s .  

A s c y t h e  s h o p  was begun  by 1 8 0 0  i n  G r e e n v i l l e  and by  1 8 3 2 ,  1 0 0 0  
dozen  s c y t h e s  were p r o d u c e d  t h e r e  a n n u a l l y .  I r o n  w o r k i n g  r e q u i r e d  
much c h a r c o a l ;  I n  1832  t h e  t h r e e  m a c h i n e  s h o p s  and s c y t h e  f a c t o r y  
u s e d  n e a r l y  1 5 , 0 0 0  b u s h e l s ,  p r o b a b l y  l o c a l l y  b u r n e d .  

~ e i c e s t e r  ' s  e a r l y  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
a  s t a t e  bank  i n  t h e  town i n  1 8 2 6 .  The d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1 8 2 0 s ,  when 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p a n s i o n  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  o c c u r r e d ,  a l s o  
marked ~ e i c e s t e r ' s  l a r g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  s i n c e  t h e  p e r i o d  
b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n :  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  530  r e s i d e n t s ,  o r  42%. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Hipped r o o f s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  h o u s e s  i n  
L e i c e s t e r  and d o u b l e  end a n d  r e a r  w a l l  ch imneys  a p p e a r  t o  b e  much 
more  common t h a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  ch imney  fo rm.  The l a r g e s t  
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c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d  h o u s e s  i s  found i n  t h e  c e n t e r  f a c i n g  t h e  
common. N o t a b l e  among t h e s e  is  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k ,  e n d  chimney 
h o u s e  w i t h  r e c e s s e d  a r c h e s  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows,  a  
f a n l i g h t ,  a n d  s i d e l i g h t s .  A h i p p e d  r o o f  h o u s e  was a l s o  n o t e d  i n  
R o c h d a l e  and a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  P i n e  and  C h a r l e s  S t r e e t s  i n  
s o u t h w e s t  L e i c e s t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The s e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1784  b e h i n d  
t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g .  The b e l f r y  a n d  s t e e p l e  were a d d e d  
l a t e r ,  a n d  i n  1 8 2 6  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was moved t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  F e d e r a t e d  Church .  The 1739-40 Quaker  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was 
s o l d  and  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  new o n e  i n  1 7 9 1 .  The 1 7 9 1  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
n o  l o n g e r  s t a n d s ;  t h e  s o c i e t y  d i s b a n d e d  i n  1 8 5 3 .  A s y n a g o g u e ,  
b u i l t  somet ime  b e t w e e n  1777  and 1 7 8 3  s t o o d  a s  l a t e  a s  1839 .  A 
g a b l e  e n d ,  n a v e  p l a n  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  R o c h d a l e  i n  
1 8 2 4 .  Now e n c a s e d  i n  a luminum s i d i n g ,  t h e  c h u r c h  r e t a i n s  i t s  
d o u b l e  e n t r y  i n  t h e  g a b l e  e n d ;  b o t h  d o o r s  h a v e  t r a v e r e d  f a n l i g h t s  
and  G o t h i c  t r i m .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  is  t h e  o l d e s t  known E p i s c o p a l  
c h u r c h  i n  W o r c e s t e r  County .  The B a p t i s t  Church o f  c a ,  1747  i n  
G r e e n v i l l e  was r e p a i r e d  i n  1 7 7 9 ,  a n d  a g a i n  i n  1 8 2 4  a t  which t i m e  
i t  was a l s o  e n l a r g e d .  

Another  s c h o o l h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1 7 9 1 .  The Lopez 
h o u s e  (1777)  was  c o n v e r t e d  t o  u s e  a s  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  Academy i n  
1783 .  The Academy was e n l a r g e d  i n  1806  by  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  
s e c o n d  b u i l d i n g ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  c u p o l a ,  which was l a t e r  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  p o o r l y  b u i l t .  

A c o m b i n a t i o n  town h a l l  a n d  bank was e r e c t e d  i n  1826 .  By 1799  t h e  
f o r m e r  t a v e r n  was known a s  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  H o t e l .  A h o t e l  was 
o p e r a t i n g  R o c h d a l e  c a .  1 8 1 0 .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A b r i c k  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1 8 2 8 .  I n  
1 8 1 4 ,  a  wood m i l l / c l o t h i e r s  s h o p  was l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  Auburn 
n e a r  Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b u r n e d  i n  1848 .  
Thomas B o t t o m l e y  b u i l t  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  m i l l  a t  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  
i n  1824 .  A f r a m e  t e x t i l e  m i l l  ( L e i c e s t e r  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Co.)  a t  
R o c h d a l e  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 2 1 .  

VIII. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e .  S e r v i c e  on t h e  
W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  is  opened  i n  1 8 4 1  i n  R o c h d a l e  a t  t h e  t o w n ' s  
s o u t h e r n  e x t r e m i t y .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  s l o w s ,  w i t h  a  r e v e r s a l  e x p e r i e n c e d  b e t w e e n  1830  and 
1840  when t h e  t o t a l  d r o p p e d  f rom 75 t o  1707 .  D u r i n g  t h e  d e c a d e  
t h e  town grew q u i c k l y  t o  2 2 6 9 ,  f o l l o w e d  by  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  
f l u c t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  t o  2768 i n  1870 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
g r o w t h  was n o t  r e m a r k a b l e ,  t h e  town was c h a n g i n g  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  
numbers  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  c i t i z e n s ,  a s  wel l  a s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
w o r k e r s .  The l a t t e r ,  n u m b e r i n g  o n l y  75  i n  1 8 2 0 ,  g rew t o  253 i n  
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1840 and t o  712 i n  1875.  W h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment a l s o  grew,  
from 85  i n  1820 t o  227 i n  1840 ,  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  c e a s e d ,  l e v e l i n g  t o  
218 i n  1875. P a r a l l e l i n g  growth i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was t h e  growing 
impor t ance  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n .  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  numbered o n l y  63 i n  
1830 ,  b u t  by 1855 t h e  t o t a l  had grwon t o  734. The g r o u p ,  which 
accoun ted  f o r  25 - 28% of  t h e  t own ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  was domina ted  by t h e  I r i s h ,  f o l l o w e d  by s m a l l e r  numbers of 
E n g l i s h  and s e v e r a l  Canadians  and Germans. A s  i n  s o  many towns,  
t h i s  p e r i o d  b r o u g h t  a  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  of d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  A second 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  ( a c t u a l l y  U n i t a r i a n )  S o c i e t y  was formed by 16 men 
and women i n  i n  1832 b u t  d i d  n o t  f 1 o u r i s h . A  M e t h o d i s t  c l a s s  was 
formed i n  1844 ,  b u t  soon  b r o k e  up i n t o  s m a l l e r  g roups  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  emphas i s .  These  Wesleyan M e t h o d i s t s  o b j e c t e d  t o  
E p i s c o p a l s  l i k e  t h e  r e f o r m e d ,  and drew t h e i r  name from t h e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  s ch i sm ove r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s l a v e r y  i n  
t h e  a n t e  be l lum p e r i o d .  T h i s  g r o u p  remained i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w h i l e  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  moved t o  Cher ry  V a l l e y .  
The former  g roup  d i s s o l v e d  i n  1861 ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  was used 
by a  second g roup  o f  Me thod i s t  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  b e f o r e  merging w i t h  
t h e i r  Che r ry  V a l l e y  b r e t h r e n .  With i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  C a t h o l i c  
immigrants  i n  t h e  town, a  Roman C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h  was formed and 
b u i l t .  P o l y c a r p ' s  e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1854. I n  1867 t h e  
b u i l d i n g  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  new b u i l d i n g  and renamed S t . .  
J o s e p h ' s .  The o l d  b u i l d i n g  was used i n  a  second p a r i s h ,  S t .  . 
A l o y s u i s  i n  Rochdale  i n  1869.  The Quaker mee t inghouse  was t a k e n  
down a t  t h e  end of  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The town e s t a b l i s h e d  a  h i g h  
s c h o o l  i n  1856 which merged w i t h  t h e  academy i n  1869.  The town ' s  
under  used l i b r a r i e s  were u n i f i e d  i n  1858 ,  and became f r e e  and 
p u b l i c  i n  1861. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Growth i n  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  and o u t l y i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  
c o n t i n u e s .  The c e n t e r  p e r s i s t s  a s  t h e  main r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
commerc ia l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s ,  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  l i g h t  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y .  S i z e a b l e  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r s  
d e v e l o p  a t  Cher ry  V a l l e y  and Rochdale  and s e c o n d a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  
v i l l a g e s  emerge a t  G r e e n v i l l e  and M a n n v i l l e .  

I n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  r e m a i n s  t h e  academylchurch 
complex n o r t h  of  Main S t r e e t ,  where t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church (1834)  
and t h i r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Meet inghouse  (1867) a r e  l o c a t e d .  The 
Method i s t  Church (1846)  is l o c a t e d  s o u t h e a s t  of t h i s  c l u s t e r  on 
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  R e s i d e n t i a l  development  by p e r i o d  end h a s  s t r o n g  
l i n e a r  growth a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  west of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l u s t e r  
t o  S a r g e n t  Pond,  w i t h  a  second  l i n e a r  e x t e n s i o n  s o u t h  on P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  beyond High S t r e e t ,  and o t h e r  deve lopment  s o u t h  of Main 
S t r e e t  on P i n e ,  S p r i n g  and Grove S t r e e t s .  Small  hand and machine 
c a r d  f a c t o r i e s  a r e  d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  by p e r i o d  
end .  

The major  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  is  t h e  s e r i e s  of f a c t o r i e s  l i n e d  a l o n g  
t h e  Main S t r e e t / K e t t l e  Brook c o r r i d o r  i n  Che r ry  V a l l e y ,  from t h e  
Worces te r  l i n e  west t o  Chapel  S t r e e t .  A t  l e a s t  s i x  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  
a r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  by 1 8 7 0 ,  w i t h  worker h o u s i n g  on 
Main S t r e e t  and i n  s m a l l  c l u s t e r s  n e a r  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  A Method i s t  
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Church l o c a t e d  h e r e  ( 1 8 4 6 ,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  1856  f i r e ) ,  b u t  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  Church ( 1 8 5 5 ,  r e p l a c e  1 8 6 5 )  i s  s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  C h e r r y  
V a l l e y  and  L e i c e s t e r  C e n t e r  on Main S t r e e t .  

The s e c o n d  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  i s  a t  R o c h d a l e  ( f o r m e r l y  C l a p p v i l l e )  
o n  t h e  u p p e r  F r e n c h  R i v e r ,  where  a d d i t i o n a l  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  a r e  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  and  1 8 5 0 s .  L i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
c o n t i n u e s  h e r e  on t h e  o l d  S t a f f o r d  T u r n p i k e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  
a n d  Albany l i n e ,  and  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  a l s o  e x t e n d s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
t r a c k s  a l o n g  t h e  F r e n c h  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  The Main S t r e e t  C a t h o l i c  
Church (1855)  i s  moved h e r e  i n  1865 .  

J u s t  n o r t h w e s t  o f  R o c h d a l e ,  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t e d  g r o w t h  o c c u r s  a t  
G r e e n v i l l e ,  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  
s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  m a c h i n e  k n i f e  f a c t o r y .  A s m a l l e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  L e i c e s t e r  C e n t e r  a t  M a n n v i l l e  i n  
t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  

D. Economic Base  

D u r i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  L e i c e s t e r  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  e x p e r i e n c e  g r o w t h  i n  i t s  i n d u s t r y  and p o p u l a t i o n .  The C i v i l  
War c a u s e d  a  s m a l l  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  c a r d  
i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  g r e a t l y  b o o s t e d  t h e  woolen  i n d u s t r y ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  u n i f o r m  c o n t r a c t s .  

The t o w n ' s  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  was f i r m l y  founded  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  
i n d u s t r y ;  c o t t o n  and woolen  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  r e m a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t ,  
a s  L e i c e s t e r  became t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c e n t e r  f o r  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War. A l a r g e  number o f  s h o p s  and 
f a c t o r i e s ,  c l u s t e r e d  m o s t l y  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  i n  L e i c e s t e r  C e n t e r ,  
p r o d u c e d  h a n d  and m a c h i n e  c a r d s  and c a r d  c l o t h i n g .  

The number o f  f i r m s  p r o d u c i n g  c a r d s  and c a r d  c l o t h i n g  d ropped  f rom 
1 8  i n  1 8 4 5  t o  1 2  i n  1 8 5 5 ,  a s  many o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  f i r m s  were 
a b s o r b e d  by l a r g e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ;  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c a r d s  p r o d u c e d  
i n c r e a s e d  f rom $ 1 5 4 , 7 0 0  t o  $ 1 7 5 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 5 5 .  I n  1865  t h e  number 
o f  p e o p l e  employed i n  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was twice t h a t  o f  1 8 5 5 ,  
t h o u g h  s t r a n g e l y ,  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c r e a s e d .  S e v e r a l  f i r m s  became 
p r o m i n e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  among them Woodcock, K n i g h t  & Co. ,  
L.S. Watson & Co. ,  which  began  t o  a b s o r b  s m a l l e r  L e i c e s t e r  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 s  and  6 0 s  and e v e n t u a l l y  became t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r e r  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  Timothy K .  E a r l e  & Co. ,  
who i n  1 8 4 3  removed t o  W o r c e s t e r  and i n  1857  e r e c t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  
c a r d  f a c t o r y  t h e n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  t h e  S a r g e n t  Card  C l o t h i n g  Co. 
which removed t o  W o r c e s t e r  i n  1 8 6 8  and e r e c t e d  a  l a r g e  f a c t o r y  
( s t i l l  s t a n d i n g )  which  p r o d u c e d  1 / 5  o f  a l l  m a c h i n e  c a r d s  made i n  
W o r c e s t e r  County  i n  1 8 7 2 .  

The woolen  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  s t e a d y  g rowth  a s  t w e l v e  m i l l s  and 
s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  were e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The 
g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  i n  C h e r r y  V a l l e y ,  w h e r e  f i v e  m i l l s  were 
b u i l t  be tween  1837  and  1 8 5 4 .  The v i l l a g e  of  M a n n v i l l e  grew a r o u n d  
a  s a t i n e t  m i l l  b u i l t  i n  1 8 3 8 ;  i n  1 8 6 6  a  s h o d d y  m i l l  r e p l a c e d  a  saw 
and p l a n n i n g  m i l l  i n  Lake s i d e ;  a b o u t  1870  a  woolen  m i l l  was 
e r e c t e d  i n  G r e e n v i l l e ,  e n l a r g i n g  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  which g rew 
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a r o u n d  t h e  s t i l e s  a n d  l a t e r  Hankey Machine  K n i f e  m a n u f a c t o r y ,  
f o r m e r l y  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  s c y t h e  f a c t o r y .  R e p e a t e d  f i r e s  and 
r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  m i l l s  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  and a c c o u n t e d  
f o r  t h e  low number o f  m i l l s  (5-7)  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c e n s u s e s .  

The g r o w t h  o f  t e x t i l e  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  
s u s t a i n e d  g r o w t h  i n  L e i c e s t e r  which began  a f t e r  t h e  1837  
d e p r e s s i o n  and l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War. D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  more t h a n  60%,  v a l u a t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  by 250%, 
a n d  v a l u e  of  g o o d s  p r o d u c e d  b y  n e a r l y  200% t o  more t h a n  $ 1 . 3  
m i l l i o n .  

C l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was t h e  l e a t h e r  i n d u s t r y ,  which 
s u p p l i e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  c a r d  c l o t h i n g .  A t  l e a s t  f o u r  and  a s  
many a s  s e v e n  t a n n e r i e s  and c u r r y i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o p e r a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  p r o d u c i n g  up t o  9000  f i n i s h e d  h i d e s  a n n u a l l y .  
The l e a t h e r  was a l s o  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b o o t s  and 
s h o e s ,  h e e l s  and o t h e r  s h o e  p a r t s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  s e v e r a l  s h o p s  and  
s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s .  The b o o t  and  s h o e  i n d u s t r y  n e v e r  a c h i e v e d  g r e a t  
i m p o r t a n c e ;  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  f rom t h e  1 8 2 0 s  and  1 8 3 0 s  
u n t i l  1849  a  f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  i n  town by s e v e r a l  l o c a l  i n v e s t o r s  
h o p i n g  t o  s t i m u l a t e  b u s i n e s s .  A f i r e  i n  1860  and t h e  l o s s  o f  
s o u t h e r n  m a r k e t s  f o r  i t s  c h e a p  b o o t s  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
War a l l  b u t  ended  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  f o o t w e a r  i n  L e i c e s t e r .  

F o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  p l a y e d  a  minor  b u t  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  L e i c e s t e r  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  By 1 8 6 5 ,  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  f e e t  o f  b o a r d s  a n d  n e a r l y  
2 , 5 0 0  c o r d s  o f  f i r e w o o d  were m a r k e t e d  a n n u a l l y ;  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  wood were a l s o  c o n v e r t e d  t o  c h a r c o a l  f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n  i n  
L e i c e s t e r  ' s  s c y t h e  and k n i f e  f a c t o r i e s  and m a c h i n e  s h o p s  and 
W o r c e s t e r ' s  many s h o p s .  I n  1 8 5 5  more t h a n  1 0 , 0 0 0  b u s h e l s  were 
s o l d .  Wood p r o d u c t s  made i n  t h e  town a t  v a r i o u s  times d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  b o b b i n s ,  b o o t ,  s h o e s ,  and c a r d  b o x e s ,  and c a r d  
b o a r d s  and h a n d l e s .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  e x p a n d e d  and c h a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and p o p u l a t i o n  i n  L e i c e s t e r  and i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  
W o r c e s t e r .  Though t h e  m a j o r  c r o p s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  p o t a t o e s ,  c o r n  
and o t h e r  g r a i n s ,  h a y  and c a t t l e  ( b o t h  l i v e  a n d  s l a u g h t e r e d ) ,  
f r u i t  o r c h a r d s  and  v e g e t a b l e s  s u c h  a s  o n i o n s ,  c a r r o t s ,  c a b b a g e s ,  
s q u a s h e s ,  a n d  b e e t s  were c u l t i v a t e d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  f r e q u e n c y  by t h e  
1 8 6 0 s .  Sheep  which numbered g r e a t e r  t h a n  300  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 s ,  
d e c r e a s e d  i n  number t o  6 5  i n  1865 .  Oxen,  s t e e r ,  a n d  h e i f e r  a l s o  
d e c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h o u g h  i n  1865  more t h a n  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  
pounds  o f  d r e s s e d  b e e f  a n d  v e a l  were s o l d ,  The number o f  m i l k  
cows i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t o  412 i n  1865 .  However,  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b u t t e r  and c h e e s e  f o r  s a l e ,  a t  2 2 , 0 0 0  l b s .  and  
1 0 , 0 0 0  l b s .  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  1 8 4 5 ,  d e c r e a s e d  t o  1 3 , 6 6 0  l b s .  a n d  8 2 5  
l b s .  i n  1 8 6 5 ;  s a l e s  o f  whole  m i l k  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  g a l l o n s  i n  
1865  f rom n e g l i g i b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  1 8 4 5 .  The number o f  s w i n e  and 
p o u l t r y  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  development  e a r l y  
i n  p e r i o d  o u t s i d e  c e n t e r ,  where a  few b r i c k  g a b l e  end F e d e r a l  
Greek R e v i v a l  h o u s e s  a r e  found and one  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  g a b l e  end d w e l l i n g  was n o t e d .  North of Main S t r e e t  i n  Paxton  
a r e  c l u s t e r e d  s e v e r a l  l a t e  p e r i o d  g a b l e  end h o u s e s .  Cher ry  V a l l e y  
and Rochdale  r e t a i n  good c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Greek p e r i o d  worker 
c o t t a g e s  and row h o u s e s .  Of n o t e  i n  Rochdale  is t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  
I t a l i a n a t e  house  w i t h  r u s t i c a t e d  s h e a t h i n g  and a  c u p o l a .  Few 
examples  of popu la r  p e r i o d  s t y l e s  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A U n i t a r i a n  Church was b u i l t  i n  1834 and 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  f l u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e  
c o n t a i n i n g  a  c e n t e r  e n t r y  s h u t t e r  by a  pediment  s u p p o r t e d  by Dor i c  
columns.  A Me thod i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church was b u i l t  i n  Che r ry  V a l l e y  
i n  1846 ,  bu rned  i n  1856 ,  and was r e b u i l t .  The Wesleyan f a c t i o n  of 
t h e  Me thod i s t  S o c i e t y  b u i l t  a  chu rch  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  a l s o  i n  1846;  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was abandoned i n  1861. In  
1854 ,  t h e  g a b l e  end G o t h i c  S t .  P o l y c a r p ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church 
was e r e c t e d  one h o l d  m i l e  e a s t  of  c e n t e r .  I n  1867 ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  
was moved t o  Rochdale  and d e d i c a t e d  a s  S t .  A l o y s u i s .  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  
was b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of  S t . .  ~ o l y c a r p ' s  t h e  same y e a r .  The 
p r e s e n t  nave  p l a n  B a p t i s t  chu rch  w i t h  tower  i n  G r e e n v i l l e  was 
b u i l t  i n  1860. The b r i c k  nave p l a n  c h a p e l  a t  t h e  Nazarene Home 
f o r  Boys a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  form t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

The new town h a l l ,  b u i l t  i n  1855 ,  was an e l a b o r a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  
t w o - s t o r y ,  3 b a y ,  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e .  E l i a s  C a r t e r  d e s i g n e d  t h e  
t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  Academy i n  1833 t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
"poor ly  b u i l t ' '  s t r u c t u r e  o f  1806.  The t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  
was 102 '  l o n g  w i t h  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  measu r ing  4 2 '  x  4 0 '  and t h e  
wings 3 0 '  x  3 0 ' .  Improvements were made t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  1852 ,  
and i t  was named Smith H a l l .  I n  1867 ,  t h e  o l d  1784 mee t inghouse  
was moved t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h i s  academy and s e r v e d  a s  d o r m i t o r i e s  
and a  gymnasium u n t i l  i t  was demol i shed  i n  1908. Greek R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g  n o t e d  on Rover S t r e e t ,  now a  r e s i d e n c e ,  may b e  former  
s c h o o l h o u s e .  

Commercial: A new t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  
t h e  bank i n  1853.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Two b r i c k  m i l l s  a t  Rochda le ,  1847  and c a .  1 8 5 4 ( ? ) ,  
have  s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  and s q u a r e  g a b l e  end t o w e r s .  M i l l  i n  
Cher ry  V a l l e y  bu rned  i n  1863 and was r e p l a c e d  i n  1865 w i t h  
s u b s e q u e n t  a d d i t i o n s  up t o  1915. Thomas Bot tomley e r e c t e d  b r i c k  
on Chapel  S t r e e t ;  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s :  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  and r a i l  s y s t e m  c o n t i n u e s  i n  use .  I n  t h e  
1 8 9 0 s ,  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  is opened from Worces te r  a l o n g  
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t h e  o l d  p o s t  r o a d  (Main S t r e e t )  t h r o u g h  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  and t h e  
C e n t e r  t o  S p e n c e r ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  l o o p  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Through m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  g r o w t h  was m o d e r a t e  b u t  s t e a d y ,  
e x p a n d i n g  f rom 2768 i n  1 8 7 0  t o  3416 i n  1900 .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o t a l s  f l u c t u a t e d  and d r o p p e d  t o  3322 
i n  1915 .  The f o r e i g n  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  o v e r  2 0 % ,  b u t  d r o p p e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f rom 29% i n  1875 .  S t i l l  t h e  I r i s h  d o m i n a t e d ,  a n d  
were n o t  o u t n u m b e r e d  by t h e  newcomer C a n a d i a n s  u n t i l  1 9 1 5 ,  when 
t h e y  were n e a r l y  e q u a l  i n  numbers .  The E n g l i s h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
a c c o u n t  f o r  a  s m a l l  b u t  s t e a d y  i n f l u x ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  
Swedes ,  R u s s i a n s  and P o l e s  a t  p e r i o d ' s  e n d .  The number employed 
i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  r e m a i n e d  q u i t e  s t a b l e ,  j u s t  o v e r  800  men and 
women, w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  d i p p e d  b r i e f l y  t o  1 6 7  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  b e f o r e  
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  1875  f i g u r e ,  r e a c h i n g  1 8 6  i n  1 9 1 5 .  

T h e r e  were n o  known c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  d e n o m i n a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Many c l u b s  were g r o u n d e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  w i t h  s e v e r e  
f o c u s e d  on l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  WCTU ( 1 8 7 7 ) ,  GAR(1870), a  
c o u n t r y  c l u b  (1900)  a n d  DAR ( 1 9 0 1 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

L i t t l e  c h a n g e  o c c u r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c e n t e r s .  I n  L e i c e s t e r  
C e n t e r ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  n o r t h  o n  P a x t o n  S t r e e t ,  
and  c o n t i n u e s  t o  move s o u t h  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  O t h e r w i s e  i n f i l l  
o c c u r s  on e s t a b l i s h e d  s t r e e t s .  A l i b r a r y  (1872)  a n d  bank (1881)  
a r e  a d d e d  on Main S t r e e t .  I n  C h e r r y  V a l l e y ,  a d d i t i o n s  and 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  made a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  a  m a j o r  1 8 7 6  f l o o d .  R e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  
c o n t i n u e s ,  w i t h  a n  e x t e n s i o n  s o u t h  on Auburn S t r e e t ,  a n d  some 
d e v e l o p m e n t  s o u t h e a s t  o f  Smi th  ' s  Pond.  R o c h d a l e  r e m a i n s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e ,  b u t  i n  G r e e n d a l e  homes a r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  n o r t h  o f  C l a r k  S t r e e t  and  s o u t h  o f  R i v e r  S t r e e t  
and i n  t h e  a r e a  west o f  S m i t h ' s  Pond and e a s t  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y .  
E l s e w h e r e ,  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  Cedar  Meadow Pond.  Two g o l f  
c o u r s e s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  Mount P l e a s a n t  west o f  t h e  C e n t e r  and  
Hi l lcres t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  C e n t e r .  The C a t h o l i c  N a z a r e t h  S c h o o l  is 
opened  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o n  M u l b e r r y  Road. 

D. Economic Base :  

The t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  t o w n ' s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n c e r n s ,  a s  b o t h  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and  woolen  
c l o t h  and s h o d d y  p r o d u c t i o n  e x p a n d e d .  By 1 8 7 5 ,  9  woolen  m i l l s  
p r o d u c e d  $1 .1  m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  c l o t h  a n d  s h o d d y  and e i g h t  c a r d  
f a c t o r i e s  p r o d u c e d  $ 2 8 7 , 5 0 0  w o r t h  o f  g o o d s ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  more  
t h a n  70% i n  c a r d  p r o d u c t i o n  s i n c e  1865 .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  t h e  Card  
C l o t h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e g a n  t o  p u r c h a s e  mos t  o f  t h e  c a r d  
m a n u f a c t o r i e s  and  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  when a b o u t  1 / 4  o f  t h e  c a r d s  used  i n  t h e  
U.S. were p r o d u c e d  i n  L e i c e s t e r ,  t h e  American Card  C l o t h i n g  Co. 
had  g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o f  3  o f  t h e  4  m a j o r  c a r d  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  
L e i c e s t e r  and mos t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  c a r d  c l o t h i n g  f a c t o r i e s .  
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L e i c e s t e r ' s  woolen  m i l l s  e x p e r i e n c e d  e x p a n s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  d u e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  m i l l s  and 
p u r c h a s e  by l a r g e  f i r m s .  I n  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  and  1 8 9 0 s  t h e  m i l l s  
s w i t c h e d  f rom c a s s i m e r e s  and  s a t i n e t s  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  l a d i e s '  
s k i r t i n g  and c l o a k i n g s  and t o  f l a n n e l s ,  which formed a  m a j o r  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
C h e r r y  V a l l e y  M i l l s  were p u r c h a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  a n d  
c o n s o l i d a t e d  by  members o f  t h e  Smi th  f a m i l y ,  who became i n v o l v e d  
i n  L e i c e s t e r ' s  woolen  i n d u s t r y  i n  1857 .  I n  R o c h d a l e ,  A. Howarth & 
S o n ,  who a l s o  o p e r a t e d  m i l l s  i n  D o u g l a s  and S u t t o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p r o d u c e d  f i n e  w o o l e n s  i n  t h e  3 m i l l s  a t  t h a t  s i t e .  
D e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  ( t o  g r e a t e r  t h a n  $2 m i l l i o n )  i n  
t h e  d e c a d e s  p r i o r  t o  World War I ,  t h e  m i l l s  e x p e r i e n c e d  r e p e a t e d  
s lowdowns ,  c l o s i n g s ,  a n d  s t r i k e s .  

The d i v e r s i o n  o f  w a t e r  i n  L e i c e s t e r  t o  W o r c e s t e r ' s  w a t e r  s u p p l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  
c e s s a t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  two o f  ~ e i c e s t e r  ' s  v i l l a g e s ,  
L a k e v i l l e  and M a n n v i l l e .  The ponds  i n  t h e r e  v i l l a g e s  became 
Ket t le  Brook R e s e r v o i r s  $ 1  a n d  # 2 ,  and t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C i t y  
r e s e r v o i r ,  which  s u p p l i e d  W o r c e s t e r  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 7 0 ,  t h e y  
p r o v i d e d  a  s i z a b l e  p o r t i o n  of  W o r c e s t e r ' s  w a t e r  n e e d s .  

The v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  s l o w l y  b u t  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  d a i r y i n g  t h e  m a j o r  f o r c e .  Va lued  a t  l e s s  
t h a n  20% o f  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  by  1 9 0 5  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  
t o t a l e d  38% o f  t h e  $ 1 6 7 , 9 0 2  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g o o d s .  T h a t  
y e a r  more  t h a n  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  g a l l o n s  of m i l l  were p r o d u c e d ,  p r o b a b l y  
s o l d  on t h e  W o r c e s t e r  m a r k e t .  

The e r e c t i o n  of  t h e  e l e c t r i c  c a r  l i n e  f rom W o r c e s t e r  t o  L e i c e s t e r  
i n  1 8 9 1 ,  t h e  f i r s t  s u b u r b a n  l i n e  o u t  of  W o r c e s t e r ,  s t i m u l a t e d  
s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  number o f  f a r m s  d e c r e a s e d  a s  n e a r l y  
2000 a c r e s  were removed f rom a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e .  A l s o  o c c u r r i n g  was 
a  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  f a r m s .  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a i r y  f a r m s ,  which  more  t h e  
d o u b l e d  t h e i r  s i z e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The g r o w t h  o f  L e i c e s t e r  a s  
a  s e l e c t  summer r e s o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and  e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r i e s  removed more l a n d s  fo rm a g r i c u l t u r e  b u t  p r o v i d e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  demand i n  l o c a l  m a r k e t s  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f a r m s .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A p p e a r s  t o  b e  l i t t l e  m a j o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Some e a r l y  
p e r i o d  g a b l e  end d w e l l i n g s  o c c u r  on P a x t o n  S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  
common. Worker row h o u s i n g  i n  R o c h d a l e  on S t a f f o r d  S t r e e t  a p p e a r s  
t o  b e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Few t h r e e - d e c k e r s  n o t e d  i n  C h e r r y  
V a l l e y .  Four  S q u a r e  p l a n s  o c c u r  s o u t h  and  west o f  c e n t e r  on 
P l e a s a n t  and Main S t r e e t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S t .  Thomas E p i s c o p a l  Church  e r e c t e d  i n  C h e r r y  
V a l l e y  i n  1 8 8 4 ,  d e s i g n e d  by S t e p h e n  C .  E a r l e ,  was a  f r a m e ,  g a b l e d  
n a v e  p l a n  w i t h  a  s h e d - r o o f e d  v e s t i b u l e  and s i d e  e n t r y .  The c h u r c h  
b u r n e d  i n  1 9 1 1  and  was  r e p l a c e d  by a  s t o n e  G o t h i c  e d i f i c e .  The 
1867  m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u r n e d  i n  1900  and  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1 9 0 1  w i t h  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s t o n e  G o t h i c  F e d e r a t e d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  
which h a s  b u t t r e s s e s  and a  s q u a r e  t o w e r .  
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The L e i c e s t e r  Academy was c l o s e d  i n  1 8 7 8  f o r  r e p a i r s  and d i d n ' t  
r e o p e n  u n t i l  1 8 8 8 .  No 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s  e x i s t  t o d a y ,  and  
r e f .  t o  1908  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  1 7 8 4  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a d d i t i o n  makes 
p o s s i b l e  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ( s )  a t  same t i m e .  A g a b l e  
e n d ,  Queen Anne d e t a i l e d  s c h o o l  h o u s e  s u r v i v e s  i n  G r e e n v i l l e .  

The P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  s t o n e  Romanesque s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  F l e m i s h  
g a b l e s ,  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 1  ( 1 8 9 6 ? ) .  

L e i c e s t e r  H o t e l  b u i l t  1 8 8 5  ( p r e s u m a b l y  on s i t e  o f  o l d  h o t e l ) .  

Commercia l :  N e w  bank b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1871 .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  G r e e n v i l l e  Woolen Company m i l l  e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  
m e a s u r e d  5 0 '  x  5 0 ' ,  end was  3  s t o r i e s  w i t h  a n  a d j o i n i n g  b r i c k  
h o u s e .  L e i c e s t e r  Wire Company b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 8 0 s .  C o a l  
b u i l d i n g  by RR i n  R o c h d a l e .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Main S t r e e t  i n  improved e a r l y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  main  Boston-New York 
a u t o  r o u t e  ( R o u t e  5 - Y e l l o w s t o n e  T r a i l ,  l a t e r  R o u t e  2 0 ,  f i n a l l y  
R o u t e  9 )  u n t i l  t h e  R o u t e  20 s o u t h w e s t  c u t - o f f  i s  b u i l t  c a .  1 9 3 0 .  
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  t o  R o c h d a l e  f rom Le i ces te r  C e n t e r  is  improved  by 
t h e  1 9 2 0 s  a s  a  l o c a l  c o n n e c t o r ,  a n d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s  becomes p a r t  
o f  R o u t e  56 f rom N o r t h  Oxford  t o  P a x t o n  ( P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t - P a x t o n  
S t r e e t ) .  A Main S t r e e t  b y - p a s s  of  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  i n  p l a c e  by 1 9 4 0 .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

T h i s  p e r i o d  m a r k s  t h e  t o w n ' s  l a r g e s t  g r o w t h  p e r i o d ,  e x p a n d i n g  
s t e a d i l y  f rom 3322 i n  1915  t o  4851  i n  1940 .  The number o f  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  d r o p p e d  f rom 20.7% t o  13 .6% 
The town s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d  a  r u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  8 . 6 %  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  s o  d e s c r i b e d  i n  1940 .  L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  town 
i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Suburban  g r o w t h  f rom W o r c e s t e r  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a k e s i d e  c o t t a g e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  main  p e r i o d  c h a n g e s  a s  i n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  d e c l i n e s .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  R o c h d a l e  c o n t i n u e s  
t o  e x t e n d  s o u t h  i n t o  O x f o r d .  S u b u r b a n  g r o w t h  f rom W o r c e s t e r  t a k e s  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  a r e a ,  o n  t h e  h i g h l a n d  n o r t h  o f  R o u t e  9 ,  
s o u t h  o f  R o u t e  9  up Stump H i l l  s o u t h e a s t  o f  S m i t h ' s  Pond.  

D. Economic B a s e :  

The t r e n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and o w n e r s h i p  o f  ~ e i c e s t e r  ' s  f a c t o r i e s  by o u t s i d e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  post-War p e r i o d .  The s u r v i v i n g  
woolen  m i l l s ,  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by  w a r t i m e  government  c o n t r a c t s  
p r o s p e r e d ,  a s  d i d  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  c a r d  f a c t o r i e s ;  by 1 9 2 2  more  t h a n  
$5 m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  goods  were p r o d u c e d  i n  L e i c e s t e r ' s  f a c t o r i e s .  
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The D e p r e s s i o n ,  however ,  had s e r i o u s  impac t s  on L e i c e s t e r  ' s  
i n d u s t r i e s .  The Channing Smith T e x t i l e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  formed i n  
1923 ,  owned 3 m i l l s  i n  C h e r r y  V a l l e y  w i t h  a n n u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  $2 
m i l l i o n  worth of  f l a n n e l s ,  c l o a k i n g s ,  and s u i t i n g s  by 600 
o p e r a t i v e s ;  by 1931 a l l  t h r e e  m i l l s  were c l o s e d .  Two of t h e  
Rochdale  m i l l s  were pu rchased  and o p e r a t e d  by t h e  l a r g e  American 
Woolen Co. d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1920s and 3 0 s ,  w h i l e  t h e  t h i r d  m i l l  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  o p e r a t e d  a s  t h e  C a r l t o n  Woolen Mills th rough  t h e  
p e r i o d  . 
Most o f  t h e  c a r d  f a c t o r i e s  t a k e n  ove r  by t h e  American Card 
c l o t h i n g  Co. i n  1890 were c l o s e d  by 1931.  Only L.S. Watson 
Manufac tu r ing  Co. ,  formed i n  1842,  c o n t i n u e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c a r d s ,  
wire h e d d l e s ,  s h u t t l e s ,  h e d d l e  f r a m e s ,  and c a r d s  and b r u s h e s  f o r  
dogs th rough  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  

By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  L e i c e s t e r ' s  i n d u s t r y  c o n s i s t e d  of two 
woolen m i l l s ,  t h e  Watson c a r d  and s h u t t l e  m a n u f a c t o r y ,  and t h e  
R u s s e l l  Manufac tu r ing  Co. which manufac tu red  t o y s  and games. 

S u b u r b a n i z a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a s  L e i c e s t e r ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew d e s p i t e  a  
n e t  d r o p  i n  l o c a l  i n d u s t r y .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  l o s s  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  w h i l e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  and 
p r o d u c t s  of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  farm l a n d .  D a i r y i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
d o m i n a t e ;  by 1931 a  mi lk  and cream p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  had been 
e r e c t e d  on Main S t r e e t .  P o u l t r y  and f r u i t  r a i s i n g  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment .  
Bungalows and s i n g l e  s t o r y  1940s  r e s i d e n c e s  a l o n g  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  
a  bungalow a l o n g  West Main and some 1930s  t o  1940s  dev .  1920s  
c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  e a s t  s i d e  of  Cedar Meadow Pond. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  h i g h s c h o o l  
s t a n d s  i n  Rochdale  ( c a .  1920-1930) .  The Swann L i b r a r y  on t h e  
common i s  a  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g .  A new l a t e  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  town h a l l  e r e c t e d  i n  1939.  

Commercial: A 1920s  b r i c k  m o t e l  c o u r t  i s  on West Main. 
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