
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
 

IPSWICH 
 
Report Date: 1985 
  
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 5  Communi ty :  I p s w i c h  

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I p s w i c h  i s  a  town o f  g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  t e r r a i n  i n  e a s t  c e n t r a l  Essex  
Coun ty .  Home t o  t h e  Aqawam I n d i a n s ,  numerous s i t e s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
a c t i v i t y  a r e  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  c o a s t a l  m a r g i n s  - p e r h a p s  a  
c o r o l l a r y  o f  i t s  s u s p e c t e d  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  M e r r i m a c k .  F i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1633 
a t  J e f f r e y ' s  Neck, w i t h  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  t h e  f o l l  o w i n g  y e a r .  
M e e t i n g h o u s e  e r e c t e d  b y  1635.  A s t r i d e  p r i n c i p a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o r r i d o r s  b e t w e e n  B o s t o n I S a l e m  and  N e w b u r y p o r t / N e w  Hampsh i re ,  t h e  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  v i l l a g e  s r e w  r a p i d l y .  The o f f s p r i n g  o f  f i r s t  
g e n e r a t i o n  s e t t l e r s  o c c u p i e d  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s ,  b y  m i d - c e n t u r y  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r s  h a v e  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Chebacco P a r i s h  
(now E s s e x )  1679 ;  a t  t h e  H a m l e t  (now H a m i l t o n )  1 7 1 3 ;  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
P a r i s h  ( s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r )  1747 ,  and  i n  L i n e b r o o k  ( w i t h  Row ley  
r e s i d e n t s )  1748. S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  r e m a i n e d  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  t h e  town  w h a r f ,  b e h i n d  t h e  w h a r v e s  and warehouses  
a t  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  R e s i d e n c e s  s t r e t c h e d  i n l a n d  a l o n g  N o r t h  M a i n  
S t r e e t  and  t o w a r d  t h e  M e e t i n g h o u s e  and g r e e n .  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  Wate r  
S t r e e t  b u s y  w i t h  Customs house  and s m a l l  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  
s h i p y a r d s .  A b u s t l i n g  p o r t  v i l l a g e ,  I p s w i c h  r e a c h e d  i t s  peak o f  
r e g i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  y e a r s .  

W i t h  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War came a  d e c l i n e  i n  commerce and t h e  end 
o f  an e r a  f o r  t h e  town.  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  and 
I p s w i c h  t u r n p i k e s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  
a d v a n t a p e o u s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k ,  
b u t  i t s  s t a t u s  as a  t o w n  o f  p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  became t h r e a t e n e d .  
Too f a r  i n l a n d  t o  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  v e s s e l s  now used  i n  
t r a d e ,  and  i n c r e a s i n g l y  submerqed  w i t h i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  shadows o f  
p r o s p e r i n g  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  Sa lem and G l  o u c e s t e r ,  g r o w t h  s l o w e d  and 
I p s w i c h  t u r n e d  t o  m a n u f a c t o r i e s .  The p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a c e ,  commenced. 

G r o w t h  c o n t i n u e d  i n  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  I p s w i c h .  T e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t o r i e s  l o c a l i z e d  a l o n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r ,  and f i s h i n g  and  
t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a d e  a t  t h e  town  w h a r v e s .  C o m m e r c i a l / r e t a i l  
f u n c t i o n s  c l  u s t e r e d  a l o n g  M a i n I M a r k e t  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e .  R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  push  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  
E n d l w a t e r f r o n t  v i c i n i t y  s o u t h  t o w a r d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x e s  
a l o n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  ( a s  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g )  a n d  i n l a n d ,  t o w a r d  t h e  
c o m m e r c i a l / c i v i c  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  M a i n  and M a r k e t .  E l i t e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  o c c u r r e d ,  a s  e a r l i e r ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  
g r e e n ,  and f o l l o w e d  N o r t h  M a i n  and  H i g h  S t r e e t s .  

W i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y  
came a  c o n c o m i t a n t  e f f l  o r e s c e n c e  o f  i t s  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  ( o f  shoes 
a s  w e l l  a s  t e x t i l e s )  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The I p s w i c h  
R i v e r  v i c i n i t y  a t t r a c t e d  b o t h  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e x t e n s i v e  t r a c t s  o f  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  (now t h e  
A l l e y ) .  S p u r r e d  b y  t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  S o u t h  
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Green,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  and  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
and w e s t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m e r c i a l  c o r e ,  As m a n u f a c t u r i n a  o u t p u t  
and  i t s  w o r k e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
d e c l i n e d .  The t e e m i n a  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  p o r t  v i l l a g e  had  f u l l y  become 
a  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  town.  

W i t h  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  M i l l  Company i n  1929,  a n o t h e r  e r a  
w i t h i n  t h e  town came t o  an end. A l t h o u g h  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o d u c t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  came t o  a  h a l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  i t s  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  as  I p s w i c h  began 
t o  assume t h e  r o l e  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l  o u t l i e r  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  l a r g e r  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t e r s .  Commerc ia l  and c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  r e m a i n e d  
f o c u s s e d  a l o n g  i t s  m a j o r  r u r a l  r o u t e s .  S i n g l e  f a m i l y  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  as  e a r l i e r ,  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  A l t h o u g h  s t r i p  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h r e a t e n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  m a j o r  h i g h w a y s  b e y o n d  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s ,  I p s w i c h  c e n t e r  r e m a i n s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
exampl  e  o f  p r e - R e v 0 1  u t i o n a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  b o i l  d i n g .  From t h e  t o w n  
w h a r f  w e s t  t o  t h e  g r e e n ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  
r e m a i n s  a m a z i n g l y  i n t a c t ,  and modern  i n t r u s i o n s ,  l i m i t e d ,  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  as  I p s w i c h ' s  P l a n t a t i o n  i n  1633,  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
b o u n d a r i e s  w e r e  a n c i e n t  Agawam on t h e  n o r t h  and w e s t ,  t h e  ocean  on 
t h e  e a s t ,  G l o u c e s t e r  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and M a n c h e s t e r ,  Wenham and 
D a n v e r s  on t h e  s o u t h .  Newbury was c e d e d  i n  1635,  and  i n  1636  t h e  
t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  l i m i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  6  m i l e s  i n l a n d ;  t h e  s o u t h e r n  and 
e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r i e s  r e m a i n i n s  unchanged.  I n  1639, Rowley  was s e t  
o f f  f r o m  Newbury a n d  I p s w i c h ,  a n d  i n  1650,  t h e  a r e a  o f  T o p s f i e l d  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  was ceded.  

I p s w i c h ' s  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  H a m l e t  P a r i s h  w i t h d r e w  t o  become an  
i n d e p e n d e n t  t o w n  ( c o n t e m p o r a r y  H a m i l t o n )  i n  1792,  and i t s  Chebacco 
P a r i s h ,  t o  become Essex  i n  1819.  Beyond  s l i g h t  a l t e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  h a d  e s s e n t i a l l y  
s t a b l i l  i z e d  b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town  o f  I p s w i c h  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
Essex  County ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  t o w n  1  i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  New E n g l a n d  S e a b o a r d  L o w l a n d ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth  
c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and 
500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  L o c a l l y ,  c o a s t a l  Essex  C o u n t y  c o n t a i n s  more  
h i l l y  c o u n t r y  t h a n  o t h e r  s e a b o a r d  l o w l a n d  a r e a s .  I n  I p s w i c h , ,  
l a n d  s u r f a c e s  g e n e r a l l y  s l o p e  e a s t e r l y  f r o m  u p l a n d s  w e s t  o f  t h e  
t o w n  c e n t e r  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  
e l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  b e t w e e n  50 and  1 0 0  f e e t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  h i l l s  
e x c e e d i n g  200 f e e t .  E a s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  e l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  
l e s s  t h e n  50 f e e t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s ,  S e v e r a l  h i l l s  
e x c e e d i n g  1 0 0  f e e t  e x i s t  a l o n g  t h e  P lum I s l a n d  Sound a r e a .  

B e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i g n e o u s  
f o r m a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  town.  I g n e o u s  Sa lem 
q a b b r o - d i o r i t e s  ( d i o r i t e  and g a b b r o - d i o r i t e )  e x i s t  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  
o f  t h e  town,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f .  I g n e o u s  Q u i n c y  
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g r a n i t e s  a r e  t h e  second  m o s t  common t y p e  i n  t h e  town.  These  
f o r m a t i o n s  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  a r e a s  o f  town.  
S e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  i g n e o u s  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  They 
i n c l u d e  N e w b u r y p o r t  a u a r t z  d i o r i t e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  and  B e v e r l y  
s y e n i  t e ,  a u a r t z  s y e n i  t e ,  and Sa lem g a b b r o - d i o r i  t e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  town.  

S o i l s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t  a  m i x t u r e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  
g l a c i a l  ou twash ,  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s ,  and  r e c e n t  a l l  u v i a l  d e p o s i t s .  
S o i l s  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h - W e s t b r o o k - U d i p s a m m e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  
p r e s e n t  o n  P l u m  I s l a n d  and i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  
b o r d e r i n g  P l u m  I s l a n d  Sound. These s o i l s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  deep 
d e p o s i t s  i n  n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  r o l l i n g  a r e a s .  They r a n g e  f r o m  v e r y  
p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  and mucky t o  e x c e s s i b e l y  d r a i n e d  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  
o r g a n i c  d e ~ o s i t s  and w i n d b l o w n  sand.  I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
town,  w e s t  and  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  town  c e n t e r  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
t h e  W i l l o w d a l e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  s o i l s  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c - H i n c k l e y - U a b a n  
l a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t .  These s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  deep,  n e a r l y  
l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  d e p o s i t s  and i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  s o i l s  h a v e  been  a l t e r e d  
b y  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e y  a r e  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  
l o a m y  and sandy  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  o u t w a s h  d e p o s i t s .  S o i l s  b e l o n g i n g  
t o  t h e  B o x f o r d - S c i t i c o - M a y b i d  a s s o c i a t i o n  a l s o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  a r o u n d  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  and i n  s o u t h e r n  
a r e a s .  These s o i l s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  deep n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t r o n g l y  
s l o p i n g  a r e a s .  They r a n g e  f r o m  m o d e r a t e  t o  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  l o a m y  
s o i l s  f o rmed  i n  l a c u s t r i n e  o r  m a r i n e  s e d i m e n t s .  M o s t  h i l l y  a r e a s  
o f  town,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r e a s  o v e r  1 5 0  f e e t ,  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
P a x t o n - M o n t a n k - U r b a n  l a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n .  These s o i l s  a r e  common i n  
t h e  h i g h  h i l l s  a l o n g  P lum I s l a n d  Sound a n d  i n  h i l l y  a r e a s  w e s t  o f  
R o u t e  1A. They o c c u r  i n  deep,  n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  d e p o s i t s  and 
i n  a r e a s  where  s o i l s  h a v e  been a l t e r e d  b y  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e s e  s o i l s  a r e  w e l l  d r a i n e d ,  l o a m y  a n d  f o r m e d  i n  
g l a c i a l  t i l l .  O t h e r  s o i l  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  t o w n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
C a n t o n - W o o d b r i d g e - F r e e t o w n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  s m a l l  a r e a s  e a s t  o f  R t .  
1  and t h e  F r e e t o w n - F l u v a g u e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  w e t l a n d s  e a s t  o f  
R t .  1. 

M a j o r  d r a i n a g e  i n  I p s w i c h  i s  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  r i v e r s ,  a l l  r u n n i n g  
e a s t e r l y  i n t o  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  Sound. These  r i v e r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
Row ley  R i v e r  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r ,  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  and t h e  C a s t l e  Neck R i v e r  a l o n g  t h e  
t o w n ' s  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  I p s w i c h  
Bay /P lum I s l a n d  Sound a r e a  was t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  
A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e  I p s w i c h  Bay a r e a  was t h e  
more  n a v i g a b l e  h a r b o r  a r e a  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Essex  Coun ty .  The 
p r e s e n t  m o u t h  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  was t h e n  s h o a l e d  u p  and 
c o n s i d e r e d  i m p a s s a b l e .  S h o a l i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  may h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  a  
r e c e n t  b r e e c h i n g  o f  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  b a r r i e r  beach  a r e a  re lo cat in^ 
t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  r i v e r  f u r t h e r  n o r t h .  S e v e r a l  ponds ,  r i v e r s  and 
o t h e r  w e t l a n d s  a l s o  e x i s t  i n  I p s w i c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  Hood Pond, B u l l  
B r o o k  R e s e r v o i r ,  Dow B r o o k  R e s e r v o i r ,  R a n t o o l  Pond, Dow B r o o k ,  
B u l l  B r o o k ,  G r a v e l l y  B r o o k ,  K i m b a l l  B r o o k  and  o t h e r s .  I n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  e x t e n s i v e  s a l t  marshes ,  t i d a l  f l a t s  and 
t i d a l  c r e e k s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  
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The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  I p s w i c h  and i n  Essex  C o u n t y  i n  
g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  m i x e d  g r o w t h  o f  w h i t e  p i n e ,  oak ,  c h e s t n u t ,  
p o p l a r ,  map le ,  b i r c h  and  some o t h e r  h a r d w o o d s  and c o n i f e r s .  
However,  s e c o n d a r y  g r o w t h  p a t t e r n s  c o v e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  town  t o d a y ,  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  oak and c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d s  t o  
s c r u b  oak and p i t c h  p i n e  i n  a r e a s  o f  d r o u g h t y  and sandy  s o i l s .  
Some b i r c h ,  c e d a r ,  j u n i p e r  and w h i t e  p i n e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  l i k e l y  
e m p h a s i z e d  w a t e r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  Rowley ,  I p s w i c h  and  C a s t l e  Neck 
R i v e r s .  I n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  w a t e r  t r a v e l  was a l s o  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  
P lum I s l a n d  Sound, I p s w i c h  Bay a n d  Essex Bay a r e a s .  C o n j e c t u r e d  
t r a i l  s  were  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t  a1 ong  r i v e r s  and s t r e a m s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  t h o s e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o a s t  and  m a j o r  r i v e r s  
n o t e d  above.  A m a j o r  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o a s t a l  r o u t e  may a l s o  h a v e  
e x i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  Road and H i g h  S t r e e t ,  b o t h  
o f  w h i c h  s k i r t  c o a s t a l  w e t l a n d  and  may h a v e  e n a b l e d  f o r d i n g  p l a c e s  
on c o a s t a l  r i v e r s .  

I p s w i c h  was i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  w h i c h  
e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  Saugus /Sa lem a r e a  n o r t h  t o  t h e  York  a r e a  o f  
Ma ine .  L o c a l l y ,  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  Aqawam 
I n d i a n s  who may h a v e  been  a  s u b - t r i b e  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  u n d e r  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Penacooks .  G o o k i n  ( 1 7 9 2 )  l i s t s  ca.  3,000 
men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Penacook g r o u p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1617-1619  
e p i d e m i c s ,  w h i l e  Mooney ( 1 8 2 8 : 4 )  l i s t s  2,000 men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
Penacook g r o u p ,  a s  many as  12,000 n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  
The N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  may h a v e  
numbered i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  500 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  more  d u r i n g  much o f  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  t h a n  1 0 0  n a t i v e s  
l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Numerous Woodland and  few C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  
I p s w i c h  a r e a .  I n  g e n e r a l  t h e s e  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  c o r r o b o r a t e  a r e a s  
w h e r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  v a r i a b l e s  and l a t e r  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  d o c u m e n t a r y  
s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e d  s i t e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s e n t .  Known 
Woodland and  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  o f  
I p s w i c h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  mou ths  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  
and C a s t l e  Neck R i v e r s .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h i s  a r e a  may h a v e  a l s o  been 
t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  M o s t  known C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  b u r i a l s  and s h e l l  m i d d e n s  w h i c h  may h a v e  a l s o  
s e r v e d  a s  h a b i t a t i o n  t y p e  s i t e s .  V i l l a g e  s i t e s  o r  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  
p u r p o s e  t y p e  s i t e s  such  a s  f i s h i n g  and a u a r r y  s i t e s  p r o b a b l y  
p r e s e n t .  These s i t e s  may h a v e  been  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  c o a s t  o r  a l o n g  
t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  i n t e r i o r  w e t l a n d s  such  as  ponds,  swamps and  
s t r e a m s .  
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S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and  s h e l l  f i s h  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  
H u n t i n g  was a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammals s u c h  as  
d e e r  and s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  Sea mammals such  as  s e a l s  and d r i f t  
w h a l e s  may a l s o  h a v e  been  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  P lum I s l a n d  Sound 
a r e a .  U p l a n d  game b i r d s  and d u c k s  w e r e  a l s o  h u n t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  e a s t e r n  I p s w i c h  and t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  Sound a r e a .  L a r g e r  c o a s t a l  
r i v e r s  such  as t h e  Row ley ,  I p s w i c h  and C a s t l e  Neck R i v e r s  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  s e a s o n a l  r u n s  o f  s m e l t ,  a l e w i v e s ,  shad,  sa lmon ,  s e a - r u n  
t r o u t  and p o s s i b l y  s t u r g e o n .  If t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  
was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  I p s w i c h  Bay, a  m a j o r  s o u r c e  f o r  each  o f  
t h e s e  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  w o u l d  h a v e  been a v a i l a b l e .  A v a r i e t y  o f  
m a r i n e  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  P lum 
I s l a n d  Sound and  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  
t e r r e s t r i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  f r e s h w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  
p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  G a t h e r i n g  a l s o  f o c u s e d  on 
s h e l l f i s h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  Sound a r e a .  T h i s  
r e g i o n a l  l y  i m p o r t a n t  s h e l l  f i s h  bed  p r e s e n t l y  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  
s p e c i e s  o f  s h e l l f i s h  w h i c h  may h a v e  been  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  and N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  s h e l l  m i d d e n  s i t e s  v e r i f y  t h i s  
e x p e c t a t i o n .  D o m e s t i c a t e d  p l a n t s  such  as c o r n ,  beans ,  pumpk ins ,  
sauash  and t o b a c c o  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t .  N a t i v e  f i e l d s  were  1  i k e l y  
l o c a t e d  a l o n a  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  o r  n e a r  r i v e r i n e  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I n d i a n  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  
t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  E u r o p e a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r o u t e s  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  some a r e a s  p r i o r  t o  s e t t l e m e n t .  As 
e a r l y  as  1634135  a  r o a d  o r  p a t h w a y  i s  m e n t i o n e d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  
I p s w i c h  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  " O u l d  
Road" t o  Newbury,  a c t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  more  t h a n  a  n a r r o w  f o o t  p a t h  
( J e w e t t  1948 :13 ) .  The r o a d  made a  l o n g  c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  f o r d i n g  p o i n t s  and meadows. We know t h i s  r o a d  
was i n  e x i s t e n c e  b y  1 6 3 4  s i n c e  G o v e r n o r  W i n t h r o p  p a s s e d  o v e r  i t  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  By 1 6 3 5  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
I p s w i c h  and Newbury t o  mend t h e  h i g h w a y s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  towns.  

I n  1 6 3 9  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  r o a d  t o  b e  l a i d  o u t  i n  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay. I t  was e i g h t  r o d s  i n  w i d t h  and  was know as t h e  
Bay Road. I n  I p s w i c h  t h i s  r o a d  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
v i c i n i t y  o f  H i g h  S t r e e t  and  C o u n t y  Road. I n  1641  t h e  r o a d  t o  
Sa lem was l a i d  o u t  and i n c l u d e d  a  b r i d g e  a t  M i l e  B r o o k .  The n e x t  
m a j o r  c o r r i d o r  was n o t  opened  u n t i l  1651 when a  h i g h w a y  was l a i d  
o u t  t o  Essex  a r o u n d  t h a t  d a t e .  I n  1652  t h e  r o a d  t o  Andover  was 
a l s o  opened b u t  r e m a i n e d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  f o o t p a t h  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  By 1667 a  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  was b u i l t  
( H u r d  1 8 8 8 : 5 7 3 ) .  As I p s w i c h  h o u s e  l o t s  and  o t h e r  l a n d  d i v i s i o n s  
were  d i v i d e d  l o c a l  r o a d w a y s  w e r e  a l s o  l a i d  o u t .  They i n c l u d e d  t h e  
H i g h  S t r e e t I E a s t  S t r e e t  r o u t e ,  S t o n y  S t r e e t ,  B r i d g e  Lane - a  
roadway  t o  Chebacco and t h e  A r g i l l a  Road. 
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  i n  1625.  T h i s  
p o p u l a t i o n  was c o n t i n u a l l y  d e c l  i n i n g  s u c h  t h a t  b y  1675 s c a r c e l y  
more  t h e  5 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e m a i n e d  i n  I p s w i c h .  Eu ropeans  were  
r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
1633.  Seasona l  f i s h e r m e n  and m e r c h a n t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i n  c o a s t a l  
and r i v e r i n e  a r e a s  b y  1 6 2 3  and p r o b a b l y  e a r l i e r .  I n  1 6 3 3  t h i r t e e n  
m a l e s  s e t t l e d  i n  I p s w i c h  w i t h  a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r o u n d  1 0 0  
i n d i v i d u a l s  b y  e a r l y  1634. By 1646,  146  f a m i l i e s  o r  ca.730 
i n h a b i t a n t s  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  town.  Between 1633  and  1651,  331 m a l e s  
a r e  l i s t e d  a s  s e t t l i n g  i n  I p s w i c h .  M o s t  s e t t l e m e n t  (57 .7%)  
o c c u r r e d  f r o m  1635-1640 .  I n  1 6 7 5  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 3 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  
l i k e l y  r e s i d e d  i n  I p s w i c h .  

I p s w i c h  was o r i g n a l l y  s e t t l e d  b y  E n g l  i s h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  i s t s  
p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  r u r a l  a r e a s  b o r o u g h s  o f  S u f f o l k  a n d  Essex  c o u n t i e s  
i n  t h e  E a s t  A n g l i a n  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  e a s t  o f  London.  Many o f  
t h e s e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  s e t t l e d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Co l  ony .  The f i r s t  c h u r c h ,  C o n g r e t a i o n a l  , was 
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1634,  t h e  o n l y  c h u r c h  i n  I p s w i c h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
The l e a d e r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  g r o u p  was J o h n  W i n t h r o p  J r . ,  
son o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  L a t e r  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  a l s o  o f  E n g l i s h  d e c e n t  
and good s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  By 1 6 3 7  I p s w i c h  r a n k e d  s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  
B o s t o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  w e a l t h  and p o p u l a t i o n  ( A l l e n  
1 9 8 2 : 1 1 9 ) .  I n  Essex  C o u n t y  I s p w i c h  r a n k e d  f i r s t  i n  t e r m s  o f  
wea l  t h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  were  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  t h o u q h  s e t t l e m e n t  may h a v e  been  s e a s o n a l .  I p s w i c h  was p a r t  
o f  t h e  n a t i v e  t e r r i t o r y  c a l l e d  Agawam s i g n i f y i n g  " r e s o r t  f o r  f i s h  
o f  passage" .  T h i s  a r e a  c o v e r e d  118 ,  500 a c r e s  bounded  on t h e  e a s t  
b y  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean, b y  C o c h i c h a w i c k  (now A n d o v e r )  o n  t h e  w e s t ,  
t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  ( S t u r g e o n  R i v e r )  on t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  Naumkeag 
(now N o r t h )  R i v e r  a t  Sa lem on  t h e  s o u t h .  N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  
t h i s  a r e  may h a v e  s h i f t e d  s e a s o n a l l y  e x p l o i t i n g  anadromous f i s h  
r e s o u r c e s .  P e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t s  may h a v e  e x i s t e d  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  
mou ths  o f  s e v e r a l  c o a s t a l  r i v e r s .  I n l a n d  l o c a l e s  i n  t h e  Hami l  t o n  
a r e a  have  a1 so  been n o t e d  a s  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s .  
I n  1 6 4 4  Masconnomet,  sagamore o f  t h e  Agawam t e r r i t o r y  p l a c e d  
h i m s e l f ,  h i s  p e o p l e  and  p o s s e s s i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay and a g r e e s  t o  b e  C h r i s t i a n i z e d .  

The f i r s t  E u r o p e a n s  t o  o b t a i n  l a n d  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  were  
t h e  owners  o f  t h e  P l y m o u t h  Company who e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i n g  p o s t s  
and  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  C h a r l e s  and M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r s  as 
e a r l y  as  1619.  I n  1621  J o h n  Mason o b t a i n e d  l a n d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  Namkeag and M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r s  f r o m  t h e  
P l y m o u t h  Company. No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  t h a t  he  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  a r e a  
a1 t h o u g h  h i s  h e i r s  c o n t e s t e d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  l a n d  a s  l a t e  a s  1680. 
I n  ca .  1623,  W i l l i a m  J e f f e r y  o b t a i n e d  t i t l e  t o  J e f f e r y ' s  Neck f r o m  
t h e  I n d i a n s ,  p r o b a b l y  t h r o u g h  Masconnomet.  J e f f e r y  was r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  an " o l d  P l a n t e r "  b y  W i n t h r o p .  He was p r o b a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  London  f i s h  m e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e  emp loy  o f  t h e  P l y m o u t h  Company. 
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J e f f e r y  had  an e a r l y  t r a d i n g  and f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  w h i c h  was 
p r o b a b l y  abandoned.  I n  1 6 6 0  he was g r a n t e d  500 a c r e s  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  I p s w i c h  t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  neck  a r e a .  

The f i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Agawam was i n  1633 when J o h n  
W i n t h r o p  J r .  and 1 2  o t h e r  m a l e s  s e t t l e d  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
I p s w i c h  R i v e r  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r  l a n d i n g  w e s t  o f  t h e  J e f f e r y ' s  neck 
a rea .  T h i s  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  l o c u s  o f  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  and t h e  
I p s w i c h  F i r s t  P a r i s h .  I n  1 6 3 4  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
Agawam a s  I p s w i c h  d e r i v i n g  i t s  name f r o m  I p s w i c h ,  E n g l a n d .  John  
W i n t h r o p  J r .  o b t a i n e d  t h e  r i g h t s  and deed f o r  I p s w i c h  f r o m  
Masconnomet f o r  20  pounds i n  1638-39.  

E a r l y  l a n d  g r a n t s  i n  I p s w i c h  were  g i v e n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
weal  t h .  " A d v e n t u r e r s "  c o n t r i b u t i n g  50 pounds t o  t h e  common s t o c k  
r e c e i v e d  200  a c r e s .  Those who had  no s h a r e  i n  t h e  common s t o c k  
b u t  t r a n s p o r t e d  h i m s e l f  and h i s  f a m i l y  a t  h i s  own expense  r e c e i v e d  
50  a c r e s .  Owners o f  f a r m s  h a d  house  l o t s  i n  t h e  town p r o b a b l y  
r a n g i n g  f r o m  one-ha1 f t o  t w o  a c r e s  w h i c h  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  a s s i g n e d  b y  
freemen. M o s t  e a r l y  houses  were  i n  t h e  town a r e a  e x c e p t  o u t l y i n g  
f a r m s  and m i l l s  i n  t h e  Chebacco,  H a m l e t  and  New Meadows a r e a .  The 
v i l l a g e  a t  New Meadows was named Toppes F i e l d  i n  1648  and 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  a  s e p a r a t e  town  i n  1650.  I p s w i c h  f r e e m e n  v o t e d  
v e r y  few l o t s  o f  l a n d  t o  new s e t t l e r s  a f t e r  1650 a l t h o u g h  much 
l a n d  was b o u g h t  and s o l d .  The G e n e r a l  C o u r t  a l s o  g r a n t e d  l a n d s  t o  
b o t h  t h e  town and i n d i v i d u a l s .  T w o - f i f t h s  o f  P lum I s l a n d  was 
g r a n t e d  t o  I p s w i c h  i n  1649.  I n  1661 George S m i t h  was g r a n t e d  200 
a c r e s  f o r  25 pounds a d v e n t u r e d  b y  J o h n  S m i t h  i n  1628. I n  g e n e r a l ,  
t h e  h i g h e s t  s i n g l e  a c r e a g e  a l l o t e d  t o  one p e r s o n  was s l i g h t l y  
above  3 0 0  a c r e s .  Ave rage  l a n d  h o l d i n g s  i n  I p s w i c h  were  p r o b a b l y  
a r o u n d  1 0 0  t o  150  a c r e s .  

I p s w i c h  was s e t t l e d  as  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  v i l l a g e  a r o u n d  a  
m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  b u r i a l  l o t  and g reen .  The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
was b u i l t  b y  1 6 3 5  w i t h  a  b u r i a l  g r o u n d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  a l s o  b y  t h a t  d a t e .  A  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  b y  1668 and 
r e p a i r e d  i n  1673. House s i z e  l o t s  were  a t  f i r s t  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
o n e - h a l f  m i l e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  p e r  o r d e r  o f  t h e  C o u r t .  

W h i l e  some f a r m  and m i l l  u r a n t s  were  g i v e n  a t  some d i s t a n c e  f r o m  
t h e  town,  commonland s u r r o u n d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  town.  The p r i n c i p a l  
u s e  o f  commonlands was p a s t u r a g e ,  r i g h t s  o f  w h i c h  were  g i v e n  t o  
t h o s e  who owned a  house  and l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  t o w n  bounds.  R i g h t s  
t o  commonland c o u l d  b e  b o u g h t  o r  s o l d .  P r i v i l e g e s  t o  c u t  wood 
were  r e t a i n e d  b y  t h e  town.  As l a t e  as 1659,  r i g h t s  t o  p l a n t  
commonlands were  a1 s o  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  s p e c i a l  p e t i t i o n s .  J e f f e r y ' s  
Neck, Bush H i l l  and  T u r k e y  H i l l  we re  common p l a n t i n g  a r e a s .  The 
d i v i s i o n  o f  commonlands p r o v i d e d  a means b y  w h i c h  I p s w i c h  e l d e r s  
c o u l d  p a s s  l a n d  on t o  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .  By 1665 t h e  P lum I s l a n d ,  
Hogg i s l a n d  and C a s t l e  Neck a r e a s  were  d i v i d e d .  Common l a n d s  were  
d i v i d e d  among f r e e m e n  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  amount  o f  
p e r s o n a l  and p r o p e r t y  t a x  p a i d .  Commoners t o o k  s h a r e s  b y  l o t .  
O n l y  f i s h e r m e n  h a d  s p e c i a l  w o o d l a n d  and p a s t u r a g e  r i g h t s  t o  t h e s e  
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l a n d s  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  n o r m a l  d i v i s i o n  t o  commoners. I n  1665, 203 
r e s i d e n t s  had r i g h t s  t o  commonage i n  I p s w i c h .  T w e n t y - e i g h t  
r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  d o u b l e  s h a r e ,  70 t o  a  s h a r e  and 
o n e - h a l f  w i t h  1 0 5  a t  a  s i n g l e  s h a r e .  When l a i d  o u t  a  s i n g l e  s h a r e  
w o u l d  c o n t a i n  3  a c r e s .  

D. Economic  Base 

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  s u b s i s t i n g  on  t h e  
s e a s o n a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e d  f o o d  r e s o u r c e s  i n  a  
s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  p u r s u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  These 
s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  w e r e  a1 so i m p o r t a n t  t o  e a r l y  C o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  a t  e a r l y  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  
a c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  However ,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  use  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
h u s b a n d r y  w e r e  c l e a r l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  economic  
l i v e s  o f  I p s w i c h ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  C e r e a l s  were  t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  c r o p s  g rown  i n c l u d i n g  c o r n ,  o a t s ,  r y e ,  b a r l e y  and 
wheat .  Co rn  and r y e  w e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b r e a d s t u f f s .  P o t a t o e s  
were  a l s o  g r o w t h  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  d e l  i c a c y .  
T u r n i p s  w e r e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  t a k i n g  t h e  p l a c e  o f  p o t a t o e s  on common 
o c c a s i o n s .  F r u i t  s u c h  a s  p e a r s  and a p p l e s  were  i m p o r t e d  f r o m  
E n g l a n d  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  v e g e t a b l e  
f i b e r s  f r o m  hemp a n d  f l a x  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  on I p s w i c h  
f a r m s .  S a l t  marsh  h a y  was i m p o r t a n t  w i t h  o v e r  3,000 a c r e s  o f  
m a r s h l a n d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  p r o v i d i n g  a  s o u r c e  o f  
f o o d  f o r  c a t t l e  i n  w i n t e r .  E n g l i s h  h a y  was c u l t i v a t e d  b y  t h e  
m i d - 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  W i l d  p l a n t s  s u c h  as  c r a n b e r r i e s ,  h u c k l e b e r r i e s ,  
b l u e b e r r i e s  and  s a s s a f r a s  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  b o t h  c o n s u m p t i o n  and 
a s  a  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t .  H u s b a n d r y  was a l s o  an i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  
i n  I p s w i c h .  C a t t l e ,  h o r s e s ,  sheep, and  s w i n e  were  t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  a n i m a l s  on f a r m s .  C a t t l e  r a i s i n g  was so p o p u l a r  t h a t  
b e f o r e  1 6 5 0  I p s w i c h  f a r m s  h a d  s u r p l u s  b e y o n d  l o c a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  
needs p r o v i d i n g  a  b e e f  s u p p l y  f o r  t h e  B o s t o n  a r e a .  Oxen and f o w l  
w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

B e h i n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  h u s b a n d r y ,  f i s h i n g  was t h e  n e x t  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  e c o n o m i c  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a .  I p s w i c h  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  a  p r i m e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  c o d ,  s t u r g e o n ,  
shad, b a s s  and  a l e w i v e s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  f i s h e r i e s  
were  e x p l o i t e d  p r i o r  t o  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1633-34.  F i s h i n g  
s t a g e s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  J e f f e r y ' s  Neck ( C a s t l e  Neck)  
o r  G r e a t  Neck a r e a s .  As s e t t l e m e n t  p r o g r e s s e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  
o r i e n t e d  f i s h i n g  v e n t u r e s  w e r e  s t a r t e d .  Good w h a r f a g e  a r e a s  were  
p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  C a s t l e  Neck a r e a  and P l u m  I s l a n d  p r o v i d e d  a  good 
b r e a k w a t e r  f o r  h a r b o r a g e  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  a n d  P lum I s l a n d  R i v e r s .  
By 1641  f i s h i n g  h a d  become s o  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a n y o n e  who w a n t e d  t o  
f i s h  c o u l d  e n c l o s e  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  s t a g e s  and  each  c r e w  c o u l d  p l a n t  
one a c r e  o f  g r o u n d .  F i s h i n g  c r e w s  w e r e  a l s o  g r a n t e d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  
common l a n d .  By 1670 ,  c r e w s  c o u l d  t a k e  wood f r o m  t h e  common f o r  
f u e l  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  and f e e d  a  cow on t h e  common. By 1 6 7 5  
s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  were  f i s h i n g  i n  I p s w i c h  w i t h  numerous 
f i s h  f l a k e s  and w h a r v e s  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r y ' s  Neck. 
I p s w i c h  men f i s h e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean and  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h  
R i v e r ,  w h e r e  an  e x t e n s i v e  f i s h e r y  h a d  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d .  
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  t h i s  t i m e .  
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M i l l s  were  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  I p s w i c h  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  
1635 t h e  S a l t o n s t a l l  w a t e r  powered  g r i s t m i l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  1  a t t e r  F a r 1  ey  S t o n e m i l l .  I n  1666 t h e  B i s h o p  and 
L o r d  G r i s t m i l l  was a l s o  e r e c t e d .  One f u l l i n g  m i l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
on t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  E g y p t  R i v e r  i n  1675.  The J o n a t h a n  Wade w i n d  
powered  g r i s t m i l l  was a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  b u t  was 
s h o r t  l i v e d  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  s o u r c e s  o f  w a t e r  power  
i n  t h i s  a rea .  E a r l y  s a w m i l l s  were  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  I p s w i c h  b u t  were  
p r e s e n t  i n  Chebacco. T e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  as a  home o r  c o t t a g e  
i n d u s t r y  e x t e n s i v e l y  p e r s u e d  I p s w i c h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  C l o t h  
was made c h i e f l y  f r o m  t h e  f l a x  and  hemp p r i o r  t o  1645  a s  wool was 
s c a r c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Wool g a i n e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e .  
O t h e r  t r a d e s  were  a1 s o  p e r s u e d  i n c l u d i n g  b a k i n g  ( 1  6381, b a s k e t  
m a k i n g  ( 1  6 3 9 ) ,  c o o p e r s  ( 1  6391, c a r p e n t e r s  (16391,  g u n s m i t h s  ( 1 6 3 5 )  
and r o p e m a k e r s  ( 1 6 4 8 ) .  By 1645  t h e  A p p l e t o n  ma1 t house  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  f o l l o w e d  b y  s a l t  pans and s a l t w o r k s  i n  1651, t h e  
P e t e r ' s  c i d e r  m i l l  i n  1668, t h e  P a i n e  B r e w e r y  and  warehouse  i n  
1663  and s e v e r a l  ma1 t - k i l l s  f o r  d r y i n g  ma1 t b y  1669. A t  l e a s t  t w o  
s m i t h s  were  a l s o  p r e s e n t  b y  1667.  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  had  been u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e p a t h s  and c a r t w a y s  b y  t h i s  
t i m e  o r  had  o v e r g r o w n .  I p s w i c h  was g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  a  
d i r e c t  l i n e  be tween  B o s t o n  and Salem on t h e  s o u t h ,  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  
s o u t h e r n  New Hampsh i re  and M a i n e  on t h e  n o r t h ,  Andover  i n  t h e  w e s t  
and G l o u c e s t e r  and Cape Ann on t h e  e a s t .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n ,  numerous i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  r o a d w a y s  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  and 
p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  I p s w i c h  C e n t e r .  The H i g h  S t r e e t / C o u n t r y  Road r o u t e  
r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a j o r  n o r t h l s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  
The Chebacco Road ( E s s e x  Road) was an i m p o r t a n t  r o u t e  s o u t h  o f  
I p s w i c h  V i l l a g e .  Roads e x t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  w e s t  f r o m  I p s w i c h  were  
a1 so  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  These r o u t e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
T o p s f i e l d  Road and B o x f o r d  Road ( L i n e b r o o k  Road).  I n  1717 a  
h i g h w a y  f r o m  Newbury t o  T o p s f i e l d  t h r o u g h  L i n e b r o o k  P a r i s h  was 
l a i d  o u t  p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  B o x f o r d  
Road. 

As common l a n d s  were  d i v i d e d ,  new l o c a l  r o a d s  t o  f a r m s  and f i s h i n g  
a r e a s  w e r e  a l s o  l a i d  o u t :  r o a d  t o  H a m l e t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 7 7 4 ) ,  f rom 
L a n s o n ' s  B r i d g e  t o  G r o v e l l y  B r o o k ,  t o  P e r k i n ' s  I s l a n d  and f r o m  t h e  
t o w n ' s  w i n d m i l  1  t o  H a t f i e l  d ' s  B r i d g e .  B r i d g e s  were  a1 so 
c o n s t r u c t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d :  P e r k i n ' s ,  
L a b o r - i  n - v a i  n, E g y p t  R i v e r ,  S a l  t o n s t a l l  ' s  a t  B l a c k  B r o o k ,  
Boarman 's  and o v e r  t h e  Chebacco F e r r y .  A f t e r  1700 m o s t  b r i d g e s  
(e.g., C h o a t e ' s  B r i d g e ,  A p p l e t o n ' s  B r i d g e )  w e r e  u p g r a d e d  and 
r e b u i l t  w i t h  s t o n e .  I n  1725  c a r r i a g e  t r a v e l  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  
I p s w i c h .  By 1 7 6 2  a  c a r r i a g e  l i n e  was r u n n i n g  b e t w e e n  P o r t s m o u t h  
and B o s t o n  s t o p p i n g  f o r  2  n i g h t s  a t  I p s w i c h .  Wharves and i n  some 
c a s e s  warehouse,  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1682,  1685, 1687, 1693,  1732, 
1750,  1756,  and 1764. By 1701-02  I p s w i c h  had  become an o f f i c i a l  
p o r t  o f  e n t r y .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  50 N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  may h a v e  
r e s i d e d  i n  I p s w i c h .  T h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  u n t i l  
ca. 1 7 3 0  when N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  were  e x t i n c t  i n  t h e  town.  
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  1,417 C o l o n i s t s  r e s i d e d  i n  I p s w i c h  b y  1677. A t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  census  was t a k e n  i n  1765,  I p s w i c h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
c o n t a i n e d  3743 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  8.6% o f  t h e  Essex C o u n t y  t o t a l .  
From 1765 t o  1775  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  b y  20.44% t o  c o n t a i n  
4508 i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  8.85% o f  t h e  Essex C o u n t y  t o t a l .  I n  
1765 " n e g r o e s "  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  o n l y  m i n o r i t y ,  a m o u n t i n a  t o  
2.67% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

I p s w i c h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r a n k e d  second  i n  w e a l t h  i n  Essex C o u n t y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Co l  o n i a l  p e r i o d .  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  w o r s h i p  was t h e  
o n l y  f o r u m  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  I p s w i c h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  i n  I p s w i c h  d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  The c o m m o n f i e l d  s y s t e m  was s t i l l  i n  p l a c e  and f reemen  
were  r a r e l y  g r a n t i n g  l a n d  t o  new s e t t l e r s .  Thus, m o s t  new 
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  town ( F i r s t  P a r i s h )  and  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  was 
b y  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  1 s t  g e n e r a t i o n  s e t t l e r s .  
S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  Chebacco a r e a  a c c e l e r a t e d  g r e a t l y  i n  t h e  1 6 7 0 ' s  
and 8 0 ' s  w i t h  Chebacco P a r i s h  ( I p s w i c h  Second P a r i s h )  b e i n g  
c r e a t e d  i n  1679. D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  f o u r  
a d d i t i o n a l  p a r i s h e s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  i n  w h a t  was t h e n  I p s w i c h .  I n  t h e  
s o u t h ,  t h e  H a m l e t  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  H a m l e t  P a r i s h  ( l a t e r  
H a m i l  t o n )  i n  1713. I n  1 7 4 6  members o f  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  on t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  i n c o r p o r a t e  as  t h e  S o u t h  P a r i s h  
and e r e c t  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  on t h e  g r e e n  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  1747.  
I n  1773  t h e  S o u t h  P a r i s h  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  on 
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  as  a  b u r y i n g  p l a c e .  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  
West I p s w i c h  was a l s o  g r o w i n g .  R e s i d e n t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h a d  
s e p a r a t e  p r e a c h i n g  b e f o r e  1742  b u t  were  n o t  a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h .  I n  
1746 t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  a l l o w e d  r e s i d e n t s  o f  West I p s w i c h  and 
Rowley  t o  become a  d i s t i n c t  p a r i s h  who v o t e d  i n  1747 t o  be  c a l l e d  
L i n e  Brook P a r i s h .  A m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  b y  1 7 4 7  n e a r  t h e  
b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  where  t h e  p r e s e n t  house  l i e s .  The I p s w i c h  S i x t h  
P a r i s h  was f o r m e d  o u t  o f  t h e  Second P a r i s h  i n  1748. T h i s  p a r i s h  
was i n  f a c t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  F o u r t h  Church.  I n  1 7 7 4  t h e  Second 
and F o u r t h  Churches  r e c o m b i n e  f o r m i n g  t h e  Second P a r i s h  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  one Chebacco P a r i s h  o n c e  a g a i n .  

I n  1702  m o s t  common l a n d s  r e m a i n i n g  i n  I p s w i c h  were  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
l a r g e  sheep p a s t u r e s .  I n  1707-09  wood and t i m b e r  r i g h t s  a t  t h e  
Chebacco Ponds,  K n i g h t s  Farm, B a k e r s  Pond, J e f f e r y ' s  Neck and 
P o i n e s  H i l l  commons a r e a  w e r e  a l s o  d i v i d e d .  I p s w i c h  made i t s  
f i n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  common l a n d s  i n  1720  when o v e r  7,000 a c r e s  were  
d i v i d e d .  
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D. Economic Base 

A l l  t h e  components  o f  t h e  economic  b a s e  I p s w i c h  s e t t l e r s  h a d  
e s t a b l  i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow and 
were  added t o .  A g r i c u l t u r e  and  h u s b a n d r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  economic  b a s e  o f  I p s w i c h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  Mos t  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  c r o p s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  grown 
a1 t h o u g h  c o r n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became more i m p o r t a n t .  Cows, c a t t l  e  
and sheep were  s t i l l  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n i m a l s .  F i s h e r i e s ,  
commerce and r e 1  a t e d  m a r i t i m e  a c t i v i t i e s  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow. 
J e f f e r y ' s  Neck o r  t h e  C a s t l e  Neck a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  a  l o c u s  f o r  
f i s h e r i e s  a c t i v i t i e s .  By 1 6 9 6  t h e  e n t i r e  s o u t h s i d e  o f  J e f f e r y ' s  
Neck was c o v e r e d  w i t h  f i s h  f l a k e s ,  By t h e  same d a t e  be tween  700 
and  800  I p s w i c h  r e s i d e n t s  were  engaged i n  v a r i o u s  f i s h e r i e s .  I n  
1758, s i x  f i s h i n g  s c h o o n e r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  as  b e l o n g  i n  t o  I p s w i c h .  
A1 t h o u g h  s m a l l  when compared t o  B o s t o n ,  commerce a l s o  grew i n  
i m p o r t a n c e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The c o a s t i n g  b u s i n e s s  h a d  a l s o  
begun  b y  1768  w i t h  some I p s w i c h  v e s s e l s  t r a d i n g  w i t h  t h e  West 
I n d i e s .  Numerous m i l l s  were  a1 s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
I n  1687  t h e  J e w e t t  g r i s t m i l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  E g y p t  R i v e r .  
A  t i d a l  g r i s t m i l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on L a b o r - i n - v a i n  Creek i n  
1691 -92. S e v e r a l  f u l l  i n g  m i  11s  w e r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  C a l e f f e  m i l l  i n  1692, t h e  C a l e f f e  and P o t t e r  m i l l  i n  1693,  t h e  
T i 1  t o n  and P o t t e r  m i l l  on M i l e  B rook  i n  1695-96  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  
Adams and F a r l e y  c o r n  and f u l l i n g  m i l l s  i n  1696-97.  By 1682  t h e  
Day B r i c k y a r d  was r e p o r t e d  t o  b e i n g  o p e r a t i o n  as w e l l  as t h e  
B u r l e y  B r i c k  w o r k s  on J e f f e r y ' s  Neck i n  1687.  By 1750  a  
d i s t i l l e r y  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  rum f r o m  m o l a s s e s  was a l s o  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  I p s w i c h  b o a s t s  n i n e t e e n  f i r s t  p e r i o d  houses ,  more  
t h a n  any Commonweal t h  commun i t y .  N e a r l y  a1 1  h a v e  b e e n  r e s t o r e d ,  
and s e v e r a l  have  been moved, w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t ,  t o  s e r v e  i n  museum 
e x h i b i t s .  O n l y  two  d a t e  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  1675, A u t i n  L o r d  
( 1 6 5 3 )  and W h i p p l e  ( 1 6 5 5 ) .  Eaua l  numbers  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  as  a  
s i n g l e  room w i t h  ch imney  bay ,  and o f  a  room on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a  
c e n t r a l  ch imney  bay.  I n  b o t h  i n s t a n c e s  a  s t e e p  g a b l e  r o o f  c o v e r e d  
t h e  g a r r e t  space,  w indows were  commonly s m a l l  casements ,  ch imneys  
p i l l a s t e r e d  and facades  o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  o v e r h a n g s .  I n  t h r e e  
examp les  l e a n - t o s  i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  house  were  i n t e g r a l  t o  
i n i t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  n e a r l y  a l l  o t h e r s  had  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  i n  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  f o rms .  These f o r m s  were  p o p u l a r  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  
a u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  b u i l d e r s  began t o  f a v o r  
a  house p l a n  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a  r e a r  t i e r  o f  rooms on b o t h  t h e  
f i r s t  and second  f l o o r ,  as  w e l l  as a  s y m m e t r i c a l  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n .  
Some examp les  a r e  s a i d  t o  d a t e  t o  l a t e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ;  t h e  
f o r m  r e m a i n e d  p o p u l a r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  and a b o u t  f i f t y  
examp les  s u r v i v e .  O c c a s s i o n a l  exampl  es  a r e  known w i t h  gambre l  
r o o f s ,  and o f  1  & 1 1 2  r a t h e r  t h a n  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  have  b r o u g h t  v a r i a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  common, 
s y m m e t r i c a l  f a c a d e  o f  f i v e  b a y s  and c e n t e r  e n t r y .  P r o b a b l y  a r o u n d  
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t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  f a s h i o n - c o n s c i o u s  b u i l d e r s  began t o  
f a v o r  m u l t i p l e  ch imneys  and t h r o u g h  passages common t o  t h e  
Geo rg i an  s t y l e .  Here  ch imney  p l acemen t  was most  commonly t h e  
d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r ,  d o u b l e  p i 1  e  p l a n ,  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  e x t e r i o r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s i z e  and symmetry.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : By 1635  t h e  town had a  mee t i nghouse  d e s c r i b e d  as 
" b e a u t i f u l l y  b u i l  t "  by  Johnson  i n  wonde r -wo rk i ng  P r o v i d e n c e  i n  New 
Enaland.  A new mee t i nqhouse  w i t h  s t e e ~ l e  was b u i l t  i n  1661. Bv 
1 6 6 8  a  t h i r d  house was-needed, measured 60 x  66 f e e t ,  w i t h  26 f ' bo t  
s t u d s ,  had a  c r o s s - g a b l e  r o o f  and g a l l e r y ;  i t s  t u r r e t  was r e p l a c e d  
w i t h  a  l a r g e  b e l f r y  i n  1712. When West I p s w i c h  r e s i d e n t s  b u i l t  a  
mee t i nghouse  w i t h  Rowley n e i g h b o r s  i n  1743 i t  was a  two  s t o r y  
saua re  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t h r e e  doo rs ;  i t  became t h e  L i n e b r o o k  P a r i s h  
i n  1746. W i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  N o r t h  and Sou th  p a r i s h e s  i n  1745 
new mee t i nghouses  were c o n s t r u c t e d .  The s o u t h  was 40 x  60 f e e t  
w i t h  22 f o o t  s t u d s ,  60 pews on t h e  f l o o r  and g a l l e r i e s  s i x  s e a t s  
deep, b u i l t  i n  1747. The n o r t h  hoped t o  b u i l d  f i v e  f e e t  l a r g e r  i n  
each d imens ion ,  b u t  t h e  mee t i nghouse  was b u i l t  47 x  63 f e e t ,  w i t h  
26 f o o t  s t u d s  and a  t o w e r  w i t h  wea the rcock  a t  118  f e e t ,  i n  1749. 

A f t e r  1637 each town was r e q u i r e d  t o  have  a  wa tchhouse ;  a  "new 
f o r t "  was b u i l t  i n  1672, r e p a i r e d  i n  1696; t h e  wa tchhouse  was 
r e p a i r e d  i n  1703. The town b u i l t  a  j a i l ,  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  second, i n  
1652;  i t  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1684,  and a g a i n  i n  1771. A grammer 
s c h o o l  was l o c a t e d  i n  a  f o r m e r  d w e l l i n g  i n  1653;  common s c h o o l s  
met  i n  t h e  townhouse a f t e r  1704, i n  t h e  wa tchhouse  i n  1714, and i n  
t h e  a lmshouse  a f t e r  1724. As e a r l y  as 1701 t h e  t own  v o t e d  t o  
b u i l d  an a lmshouse;  i t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1717 measured 40  x  1 6  
f e e t  w i t h  s i x  f o o t  h i g h  l o g  w a l l s ;  i t  had f a l l e n  i n t o  decay b y  
1770. I n  1704 t h e  town b u i l t  a  townhouse,  s h a r i n g  t h e  c o s t  w i t h  
t h e  c o u n t y ;  i t  measured 28 x  32 f e e t ,  1 8  - 1 9  f o o t  s t u d s  and 
ch imneys ;  t h e  c o u r t  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  
schoo lhouse  on t h e  f i r s t ;  a  s t e e p l e  was added i n  1767. I n  1764 a  
p e s t  house was b u i l t  m e a s u r i n g  24 x  3 0  f e e t .  I n  1774 an e x e r c i s e  
house was b u i l t  nea r  t h e  town house. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  

Canal ,  t u r n p i k e  and s t a g e c o a c h  combined t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Comple ted  i n  1803, t h e  
M i  d d l  esex c a n a l  c o n n e c t e d  t h e  Me r r imack  R i v e r  ( a t  L o w e l l  ) w i t h  
Boston.  Over 27 m i l e s  l o n g ,  i t  was t h e  o l d e s t  o f  i t s  s i z e  i n  
t h e  U.S. The f i r s t  s team t u g  tow on t h e  c a n a l  was used i n  1812. 
No t  an ove rwhe lm ing  f i n a n c i a l  success ,  t h e  c a n a l  r e a c h e d  i t s  peak 
o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s  and 3 0 1 s ,  b u t  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r .  

I p s w i c h  c l a i m e d  two  t u r n p i k e s .  The I p s w i c h  T u r n p i k e  ( 1 8 0 3 )  j o i n e d  
B e v e r l y ,  v i a  t h e  " O u l d  Road" (now R t  1A)  t h r o u g h  I p s w i c h  and 
Rowley t o  Newburypor t .  A l s o ,  between 1803 and 1806 t h e  
Newbu rypo r t  T u r n p i k e  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  r a n  32 
s t r a i g h t  m i l e s  f r o m  N e w b u r y p o r t  t o  Bos ton ,  i t  was t h e  I p s w i c h  
T u r n p i k e  ( t h r o u g h  Salem and I p s w i c h )  t h a t  became t h e  p r e f e r r e d  
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r o u t e .  O t h e r  r o a d s  new t o  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  a  r o a d  f r o m  t h e  
Chebacco P a r i s h  ( E s s e x l t o  Manches te r ,  a  r o a d  f r o m  t h e  dam t o  
T o p s f i e l d  Road ( b o t h  l a i d  o u t  i n  1817 and town f a r m  r o a d  (1823 ) .  

A f t e r  t h e  c h a i s e s  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  c i r c a  1800, h o r s e  wagons 
began t o  come i n t o  use  ( f o r  t h e i r  smoother  r i d e ) .  By 1828, 8-12 
s t a g e s  d a i l y  passed  t h r o u g h  t h e  town. I n  1829 W a r n e r ' s  B r i d g e  was 
b u i l t ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m i l l s  a l o n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

I p s w i c h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  dec reased  f r o m  4508 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1796 t o  
2949 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1830 a t  a  r a t e  o f  -34.5%. P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  
was t h e  l o w e s t  (1.2%) f r o m  1776-1790. From 1790-1800 and 
181 0-1820, p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l  i n e d  by  -27.55% and -28.47% r e s p e c t i v e l y  
w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  H a m i l t o n  ( 1792 )  and Essex (1819 ) .  Most  
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  ( 1  5.51%) o c c u r r e d  f r o m  1820-1 830. I p s w i c h ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  r anged  f rom 8.85% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Essex 
Coun ty  i n  1776 t o  3.57% o f  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  1830. 

Two new d e n o m i n a t i o n s  f ound  f o l l o w e r s  i n  t h e  town, t h e  B a p t i s t s  
f r o m  1806, and t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  f r o m  1817. The U n i t y  Lodge o f  
Masons was a c t i v e  f r o m  1779 u n t i l  1829. T h a t  same y e a r  a  
Temperance S o c i e t y  was fo rmed,  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  i n t o x i c a t i o n  t h a t  
p e r i o d  s o u r c e s  c l a i m  d r o v e  mos t  t o  j a i l .  An academy was a t t e m p t e d  
i n  t h e  n o r t h  o f  town i n  t h e  1790s,  and a g a i n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  
1820s.  , The l a t t e r  o p e r a t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  f e m a l e s  between 1828 
and 1876. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

H a v i n g  been b e s e t  by  economic  d e p r e s s i o n  s i n c e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
War, I p s w i c h  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 9 0 ' s  saw p r o s p e r i t y  r e t u r n  and t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  a  new town house (17951, schoo l  house (17941, t h e  
t o w n ' s  f i r s t  s team-powered m i l  1  ( 1  792)  and o rnamen ta l  Lombardy 
p o p l a r s  ( 1798 ) .  By t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  I p s w i c h  had 
become a  t h r i v i n g  p o r t ,  and t h e  t o w n ' s  economy, now based n o t  o n l y  
on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  home p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b o t h  shoes and 
l a c e .  The mee t i nghouse  g r e e n  rema ined  t h e  t o w n ' s  c i v i c  f o c u s  and 
b e f o r e  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  end had a t t r a c t e d  ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  town 
house)  a  p r o b a t e  o f f i c e  ( t h e  p r e s e n t  O d d f e l l o w s  H a l l ,  18171, 
A m e r i c a ' s  f i r s t  endowed s e m i n a r y  f o r  women (1828 )  and t h e  Agawam 
H o t e l .  

Commercia l  a c t i v i t i e s  r ema ined  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on M a r k e t  and  N o r t h  
Ma in  S t r e e t ,  f rom T o p s f i e l d  Road t o  t h e  Mee t i nghouse  Green 
v i c i n i t y  ( t h e  a rea  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  C a l d w e l l  B l o c k  a t  t h e  Choate  
B r i d g e ,  s t i l l  a  c r i t i c a l  j u n c t i o n  o f  commerce). H i g h  S t r e e t  ( p a r t  
o f  t h e  " P o s t  Road" s t a g e  r o u t e  and p r e s e n t  Route  1A )  e v o l v e d  f r o m  
an 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c o r r i d o r  o f  c a b i n e t - m a k e r  and c a r p e n t e r  shops and 
a  few t h r i v i n g  i n n s  t o  a  c e n t e r  o f  h o s i e r y  and  l a c e  m a n u f a c t u r y  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  A l t h o u g h  w i t h  t h e  1819 c e s s i o n  o f  Essex, 
I p s w i c h ' s  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  had become 1  i m i  t e d ,  such 
a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c l u s t e r  a t  t h e  town w h a r f  on E a s t  and 
Water  S t r e e t s .  Many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  occupy 
s i t e s  n e a r  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  be l ow  t h e  Choate B r i d g e .  B e f o r e  
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p e r i o d ' s  end t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  had  b u i l t  a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 2 4 ) ,  
t h e  L i n e b r o o k  m e e t i n g h o u s e  h a d  been moved t o  L i n e b r o o k  Road 
(18281,  a  s t o n e  j a i l h o u s e  h a d  been e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 1 0 )  and  o f  g r e a t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  economy, t h e  I p s w i c h  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Company h a d  b u i l t  a  dam and s t o n e  m i l l  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r e  (now 
t h e  A l l e y ,  1 8 2 8 ) .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  town,  h a v i n g  been s t i f l e d  u n t i l  
t h e  end o f  t h e  p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  1 7 9 0 8 s ,  
was l i m i t e d  i n  s c a l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  F e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
f i l l e d  i n  gaps i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  / C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  H i g h ,  N o r t h  M a i n  and M e e t i n g h o u s e  Green S t r e e t s  
Now, more  so  t h a n  i n  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s ,  a r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  s o u t h  
o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  o n  S o u t h  M a i n  and P o p u l a r  S t r e e t s  and C o u n t y  Road. 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c l u s t e r s  o f  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  on 
H i g h  S t r e e t  a t  J e w e t t  H i l l  n e a r  t h e  Rowley  l i n e  and o n  L i n e b r o o k  
Road n e a r  t h e  M e e t i n g h o u s e ,  b e t w e e n  B o x f o r d  Road and t h e  
t u r n p i k e .  

Economic  Base 

The economy o f  I p s w i c h  was g r o u n d e d  i n  a  m i x t u r e  o f  f a r m i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  c o a s t a l  t r a d i n g ,  s h i p b u i l  d i n g ,  and  s m a l l  - s c a l  e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  d i v e r s 1  t y  " I p s w i c h  was somewhat o f  a  
decayed  town  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  p e r i o d ;  and examp le  o f  w h a t  
Salem w o u l d  have  been w i t h o u t  t h e  E a s t - I n d i a  t r a d e . "  ( M o r i s o n  
1921 :144) .  N o t  o n l y  had t h e  c o l o n i a l  West I n d i e s  t r a d e  
d i m i n i s h e d ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  none o f  t h e  
o t h e r  economic  s e c t o r s  d e v e l o p e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a f f o r d  t h i s  
c o a s t a l  town p r o s p e r i t y .  

Geography was p e r h a p s  t h e  p r i m a r y  o b s t a c l e  p r e v e n t i n g  I p s w i c h  f r o m  
d e v e l o p i n g  i n t o  an i m p o r t a n t  p o r t  town.  The e x t e n s i v e  c o a s t a l  
marsh  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b u i l d i n g  t h e  town c e n t e r  f a r  i n l a n d  and  t h e  
w i n d i n g  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s h i p s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  
town.  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  I p s w i c h  m e r c h a n t s  d i d  own a  s m a l l  f l e e t  o f  
f i s h i n g  and g r a d i n g  v e s s e l s .  F i s h i n g  f o r  c o d  and m a c k e r e l  on t h e  
ocean and shad and a l e w i v e s  on t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  p r o v i d e d  a  
p r o d u c t  i n  demanded i n  t h e  West I n d i e s .  A s m a l l  f l e e t  o f  v e s s e l s  
c a r r i e d  f i s h  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  t h e r e ,  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  
m o l a s s e s  f o r  use i n  t h e  d i s t i l l e r y .  F o r e i g n  t r a d e  was f u r t h e r  
d i m i n i s h e d  b y  t h e  Embargo o f  1807-08.  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
t h e  West I n d i e s  t r a d e  had p r a c t i c a l l y  c e a s e d  and t h e  d i s t i l l e r y ,  
l a c k i n g  m o l a s s e s ,  was f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e .  The f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow s l o w l y  d e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t ,  
a s  d i d  t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e .  T h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  
f i s h i n g  and c o a s t i n g  v e s s e l s  owned i n  I p s w i c h  i n  t h e  1820s.  Many 
o f  t h e s e  s h i p s  were  b u i l t  i n  Chebacco P a r i s h ,  a  p a r t  o f  I p s w i c h  
u n t i l  181  9. Some I p s w i c h  c r a f t s m e n  u n d o u b t e d l y  d i d  work  r e 1  a t e d  
t o  s h i  p b u i l  d i n g .  

C o m p r i s i n g  a l m o s t  28,000 a c r e s  i n  1791,  I p s w i c h  was one o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  f a r m i n g  towns  i n  Essex Coun ty .  S t i l l ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  l a n d  
was e i t h e r  marsh o r  p a s t u r a g e .  F u l l y  93% was h a y i n g ,  p a s t u r a g e  
and w o o d l a n d  o r  was un improved .  I f  h a y i n g  l a n d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d ,  t h e n  39% o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  was u n d e r  
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c r o p s .  By i t s e l f ,  h a y i n g  l a n d  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  32% o f  a l l  f a r m  
l a n d .  As m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  
w e r e  hays ,  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  woo l  and d r e s s e d  meat .  As e a r l y  as 
1791 t h e r e  w e r e  t w e l v e  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e s  i n  I p s w i c h .  As t h e  p e r i o d  
advanced,  I p s w i c h  m e r c h a n t s  and f a r m e r s  d i d  an i n c r e a s i n g  b u s i n e s s  
m a r k e t i n g  t h e s e  goods i n  l a r g e  p o r t s  l i k e  Sa lem a n d  B o s t o n .  

S m a l l  - s c a l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  a1 so e s t a b l  i s h e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d .  Some o f  t h e s e ,  l i k e  saw, g r i s t  and  f u l l i n g  m i l l s  
o p e r a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  O t h e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were  l e s s  
s u c c e s s f u l .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a  w o o l e n  c l o t h  and b l a n k e t  
w e a v i n g  m i l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  ( a t  c u r r e n t  s i t e  o f  C a l d w e l l ' s  
B l o c k ) .  A D r .  M a n n i n g  r a n  t h i s  m i l l  f r o m  1794  t o  1 8 0 0  when i t  
f a i l e d .  O t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  shoe, c h a i r ,  h a t  
and l a c e  m a k i n g  and t a n n i n g  h i d e s .  Lace -mak ing ,  u n l i k e  t h e s e  
o t h e r s ,  was t h e  s o u r c e  o f  I p s w i c h ' s  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
r e p u t a t i o n .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  many women were  emp loyed  m a k i n g  
l a c e  b y  hand. I n  1 7 9 0  42,000 y a r d s  were  m a n u f a c t u r e d .  T h e r e a f t e r  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  expanded and an e x p o r t  m a r k e t  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  
However i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1 8 2 2  t h a t  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  was mechan ized .  
I n  t h a t  y e a r  a  l a c e - m a k i n g  m a c h i n e  was b r o u g h t  t o  I p s w i c h  a f t e r  
b e i n g  smugg led  f r o m  E n g l a n d  t o  Wate r town ,  Mass. b y  B e n j a m i n  
Fewkes, and a  shop was e s t a b l i s h e d  on S o u t h  M a i n  S t .  b y  t h e  
f o o t b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  B o s t o n  and 
I p s w i c h  L a c e  Co. was i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  George and  A u g u s t i n e  Heard  
and J o s e p h  F a r l e y .  By 1828,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  had f a i l e d .  The y e a r  
b e f o r e  a  second  shop was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  D r .  M a n n i n g  i n  h i s  home on 
H i g h  S t .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as  t h e  New E n g l a n d  L a c e  Co. t h i s  f i r m  
emp loyed  f o u r  men i n  t h e  shop and s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  women a t  home, 
b u t  s u r v i v e d  f o r  o n l y  f i v e  y e a r s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
B o s t o n  and I p s w i c h  L a c e  Co. F a r l e y  and  t h e  H e a r d ' s  t u r n e d  t o  
c o t t o n  and w o o l e n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  I n  1 8 2 8  t h e y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  
I p s w i c h  Mfg.  Co. w i t h  $50,000 c a p i t a l i z a t i o n .  O t h e r  f o r m e r  l a c e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a l s o  t u r n e d  t o  w e a v i n g  h o s i e r y ,  and i n  1 8 2 9  t h e r e  
were  f o u r  s m a l l  h o s i e r y  compan ies  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  M o s t  houses  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  
l a r g e ,  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  f o r m s ;  t h e i r  v a r i e t y  
i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  p r i m a r y  rooms and f r o m  
ch imney  p l  acement.  Mos t  common a r e  t h e  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r ,  G e o r g i a n  
p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ;  a b o u t  25  a r e  known. S i n g l e  p i l e  
houses  w i t h  r e a r  w a l l  c h i m n e y s  a r e  n e x t  m o s t  numerous,  known f r o m  
a b o u t  1 5  examp les ,  and  i n  a b o u t  h a l f  a  r e a r  e l l  f o r m s  a  l a r g e r  
L - p l a n .  R a r e r  a r e  t h e  d o u b l e  p i l e  houses  w i t h  c h i m n e y s  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  l a t e r a l ,  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  s;  t h i s  g r o u p  i n c l u d e s  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  
t h r e e  s t o r y  examp les  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  H e a r d  House o f  
t h e  I p s w i c h  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  I s o l a t e d  examp les  a r e  known o f  1  
& 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and ch imney  houses.  A g a b l e  
f r o n t  house  o f  t h r e e  b a y s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t  i s  d a t e d  t o  1818.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Few changes were  made t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
m e e t i n g h o u s e s ;  t h e  L i n e b r o o k  was moved and r e b u i l t  i n  1828. New 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  added houses ,  however ;  t h e  B a p t i s t  house  o f  1807  
measured  50 x  40 f e e t ,  as  d i d  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  house  o f  1824. The 
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p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  by  t h e  town i n c r e a s e d  i n  number and 
i n c l u d e d  a  b r i c k  powderhouse (17921, a  c o u r t h o u s e  (17951, a  new 
a lmshouse ( p u r c h a s e d  i n  1795 ) ,  an a lmshouse  ( p u r c h a s e d  i n  1818)  
and a  s t o n e  j a i l  ( 1828 ) .  The p r o b a t e  o f f i c e  o f  1817 i s  an e x t a n t  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  o f  two  s t o r i e s  unde r  a  h i p  r o o f .  The number o f  
s choo lhouses  i n  t h e  town i n c r e a s e d ;  t h e  Payne School  ( 1802 )  was a  
s i n g l e  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  moved and expanded i n  1880. The A r g i l l a  
schoo l  ( 1808 )  was a  1 9  f o o t  soua re  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  9  f o o t  s t u d s  
unde r  a  h i p  r o o f .  A s m a l l  Academy was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r f o d ,  and  t h e  Academy o f  1826 measured 56  x  35, 
w i t h  23 f o o t  s t u d s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n  1792-93 t h e  Mann ing  Woolen M i l l  was e r e c t e d  on t h e  
p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  C a l d w e l l  ' s  B l o c k  i n  I p s w i c h  c e n t e r .  I t  was n o t  
o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  p o w e r - d r i v e n  woolen m i l l  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u t  was 
a l s o  one o f  t h e  o n l y  t h r e e  h o r i z o n t a l  w ind -powered  m i l l s  i n  t h e  
U.S. The f a c t o r y  was a  wooden s t r u c t u r e ,  two  s t o r i e s ,  105  f t .  x  
32 f e e t  w i t h  a  p i t c h e d  r o o f .  On t h e  r o o f  was a  t o w e r  w i t h  "96  
s h u t t e r s ,  8 0  f e e t  h i g h  and n i n e  i n c h e s  b road ,  w h i c h  by  t h e  p u l l i n g  
o f  a  r o p e ,  open and s h u t  i n  t h e  manner o f  a  v e n e t i a n  b l i n d , "  
(Thompson; 1 9 6 4 : l l ) .  I n s i d e  were  l a r g e  s a i l s  w h i c h  d r o v e  t h e  m i l l  
when s t r u c k  b y  w i n d  a l l o w e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h u t t e r s .  T h i s  sys tem was 
t e r r i b l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  and by  1800 t h e  m i l  1  had ceased  o p e r a t i o n s .  
The w i n d  m i l l  was p r o b a b l y  removed ca. 1830, and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
f a c t o r y  b u r n e d  i n  1869. 

I n  1828, t h e  I p s w i c h  Mfg, Co. e r e c t e d  a  s t o n e  c o t t o n  and woo len  
f a c t o r y  on Un ion  S t .  on t h e  w e s t  bank o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r .  I n  
1824  t h e  Bos ton  and I p s w i c h  Lace  co. e r e c t e d  a  s m a l l  f a c t o r y  on 
So. Ma in  S t r e e t .  O t h e r  l a c e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  had shops i n  t h e i r  
homes. L i k e w i s e  f o u r  s m a l l  h o s i e r y  shops were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  o w n e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  W a r n e r ' s  B r i d g e  ( 1 8 2 9 )  was a  g r a n i t e  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  t h r e e  a r c h e s .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  

S tage  coach s e r v i c e  r e a c h e d  i t s  heyday i n  1838 when 17 s t a g e s  
d a i l y  passed  t h r o u g h  t h e  town. B u t  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  
E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  ( c o n n e c t i n g  I p s w i c h  v i a  Salem t o  B o s t o n )  t h e  
f o l l  ow ing  y e a r ,  s t a g e  t r a v e l  was r e n d e r e d  o b s o l e t e .  The t o w n ' s  
d e p o t  was l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  M a r k e t  and W i n t e r  S t r e e t s ,  
and no l o n g e r  s u r v i v e s .  B r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  
r o l e  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  d e v e l o p i n g  s t r e e t  n e t w o r k .  I n  1832, a  b r i d g e  
was f i n i s h e d  o v e r  t h e  r i v e r ,  n e a r  S m i t h ' s  M i l l s ,  and i n  184411845, 
t h e  W i l l o w d a l e  B r i d g e  was e r e c t e d ,  a l s o  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
r i v e r s i d e  m i l l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  1861, t h e  l o w e r  County  S t r e e t  a r e a  
was opened f o r  improvement  when a  b r i d g e  was b u i l t ,  l i n k i n g  t h e  
Sou th  Green a r e a  and t h e  E a s t  End. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  new r o a d  was 
l a i d  o u t  t o  H a m i l t o n  (18471, 
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P o p u l a t i o n  

Growth i n  I p s w i c h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was modera te ,  e q u a l l i n g  a  
r a t e  o f  26.1% as i t  expanded f r o m  2949 i n  1830 t o  3720 i n  1870. 
S l i g h t  d i p s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1837 o f  94, and a g a i n  i n  1860 o f  121. 
The f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  9.1% o f  t h e  t o t a l  i n  
1855, i n c l u d i n g  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  t h e  I r e l a n d - b o r n  ( 2 0 3 ) ,  as  we1 1  as 
E n g l i s h  ( 5 4 1 ,  Canadians (221, and S c o t s  ( 1 4 ) .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  f e l l  t o  7.5%, a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  p r i m a r i l y  by  t h e  f a l l  b y  
72 o f  t h e  I r i s h .  

I n  1830 t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  d i v i d e d  and a  U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  formed by  
t h o s e  t h a t  w i t h d r e w .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  1860s b o t h  E p i s c o p a l  and Roman 
C a t h o l i c  s e r v i c e s  were h e l d .  I n  1830 a  Lyceum was formed,  and 
b o t h  a  s o c i a l  and r e 1  i g i o u s  1  i b r a r y  o p e r a t e d .  A n t i  - s l  a v e r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were o u i  t e  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  1830s.  More f a m i l i a r  
v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  r e t u r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Odd F e l l o w s  (1844 )  
and t h e  Masons (1864 ) .  M i l i t i a ,  i n f a n t r y ,  and h o r s e  companies 
were formed.  I n  1869  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  s ys tem was a b o l i s h e d  
w i t h  t h e  d e p o p u l a t i o n  o r  seasona l  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  some v i l l a g e s ,  and 
s t u d e n t s  were  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  a t  p u b l i c  expense.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W i t h  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  a  f l u r r y  o f  new b u i l d i n g  commenced. B e f o r e  
m i d - c e n t u r y  t h e  town c l a i m e d  a  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h  (18331, a  new town 
h a l l  (18331, a  t e l e g r a p h  (18431, t h e  F i r s t  Church Chapel  ( 1 8 3 2 ) ,  a  
new F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  mee t i nghouse  ( 1  838 ) ,  an e n g i n e  house 
(18461, and a  new L i n e b r o o k  Mee t i nghouse  ( 1  848) .  W i  t h  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  schoo lhouse ,  t h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  o f  an i n n  and t h e  
e r e c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  r e s i d e n c e s ,  t h e  O l d  Sou th  Green was 
b e a u t i f i e d .  A w e e k l y  m a r k e t  was h e l d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Rou te  
1A ( t h e  P o s t  Road) and  O l d  Coun ty  Road (now t h e  H o s p i t a l  s i t e ) .  
W h i l e  t h e  town wharves were  busy  w i t h  t h e  l u m b e r  b u s i n e s s  and t h e  
I p s w i c h  R i v e r  ( t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A l l e y )  1  o c a l e  w i t h  t e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r y  ( a t  t h e  l o w e r  f a l l s ) ,  t h e  Mee t i nghouse  Green v i c i n i t y  
r ema ined  t h e  focus  o f  i n s t i  t u t i o n a l / c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and  M a r k e t  
and Lower  N o r t h  Ma in  S t r e e t s ,  o f  commerce. T h i s  M a r k e t / M a i n  
S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  emerged as t h e  l o c u s  o f  d r y  goods, g r o c e r i e s  and 
b o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r y  and s a l e s .  The a r e a  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  
( and  a c r o s s  t h e  Choate  B r i d g e )  drew such a c t i v i t i e s  as c a r r i a g e  
and s t o v e  s a l e s ,  a  l u m b e r  y a r d ,  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e  and t a v e r n .  W i t h  
t h e  1860s  a r r i v e d  a  p r o s p e r i n g  decade o f  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  town. F u r t h e r  imp rovemen ts  t ook  p l a c e .  E r e c t e d  were t h e  
Manning H i g h  School  (18741, a  f r e e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  n e a r  t h e  
mee t i nghouse  (1868 )  t h e  Ascens ion  Memor i a l  Church a t  t h e  O ld  Sou th  
Green (18691, t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church on N o r t h  Ma in  (18591, and t h e  
C a l d w e l l  B l o c k  a t  t h e  Choate  B r i d g e  ( 1 8 7 0 ) .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e a d i l y  r e f 1  e c t e d  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  economic  
upswing.  As i n  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ,  i t  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r s i d e  
( e a s t e r n )  s e c t i o n s  o f  town and t o  t h e  o l d  P o s t  Road (Rou te  1A, 
H i g h  S t r e e t )  c o r r i d o r .  W i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  b u i l  d i n g  
o c c u r r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  a l r e a d y  dense N o r t h  Ma in  S t r e e t ,  on t h e  
E a s t  E n d ' s  E a s t  S t r e e t  and t o  t h e  n e w l y  r e v i v e d  O ld  S o u t h  Green 
a rea .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  e a s t  end / town 
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w h a r f  a r e a ,  a  r i s i n g  m i d d l e c l  ass m e r c h a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  e r e c t e d  a  
c l u s t e r  o f  v i c t o r i a n  houses  a l o n g  1  ower C o u n t y  S t r e e t .  W i t h i n  t h e  
l a r g e r  town,  new d w e l l i n g  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  as  L i n e b r o o k  Road i n  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  v i c i n i t y  ( h e r e ,  c o t t a g e - s i z e d ) ,  a l o n g  u p p e r  H i g h  
S t r e e t  n e a r i n g  Rowley ,  and now b e g i n n i n g  t o  push  e a s t w a r d  a l o n g  
J e f f e r y ' s  Neck Road. 

D. Economic Base 

E x p a n s i o n  i n  b o t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  h e l p e d  I p s w i c h  
overcome t h e  economic  1  u l l  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
p e r i o d .  T h i s  r e s u r g e n c e  o c c u r r e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  v i r t u a l  c o l l  apse o f  
f i s h i n g  and t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e - - t o n n a g e  o f  s h i p s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  
I p s w i c h  f e l l  f r o m  2331 i n  1830  t o  428  i n  1855- -  and t h e  l o s s  o f  
a l m o s t  10,000 a c r e s  o f  f a r m  l a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  
H a m i l  t o n  and Essex.  

A g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
S t i m u l a t e d  b y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r o w t h  i n  hay ,  g r a i n ,  d a i r y ,  f r u i t  and 
v e g e t a b l e  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  v a l  ue  o f  a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  goods advanced  
a l m o s t  250% b e t w e e n  1845  and 1865. From 1831 t o  1865  t h e  g r a i n  
h a r v e s t  more  t h a n  d o u b l e d  t o  30,200 b u s h e l s  and t o n n a g e  o f  hay  
i n c r e a s e d  b y  50% t o  4757 t o n s .  L a r g e r  p o t a t o e  and v e g e t a b l e  c r o p s  
a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  f a r m  economy. D e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  t h e  number o f  p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  on f a r m s  a c t u a l l y  
grew, f r o m  376 i n  1840  t o  531 i n  1865.  Ac reage  d e v o t e  t o  c r o p s  
o t h e r  t h a n  hay  expanded  as  d i d  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  t i l l a g e  a c r e s  
c o m p r i s e d  o f  a l l  c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d .  I n  1865 2358 a c r e s  ( 2 5 %  o f  a 
t o t a l  o f  9505 a c r e s  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n )  were  d e v o t e d  t o  g r a i n s  
( 1 3 2 0  a c r e s ) ,  p o t a t o e s  ( 9 0 0  a c r e s ) ,  and v e g e t a b l e s  ( 9 1  a c r e s ) ;  
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  7147 a c r e s  w e r e  h a y i n g  l a n d s .  O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  uses  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n c l u d e d  o r c h a r d i n g  a n d  p a s t u r i n g .  W h i l e  
l i v e s t o c k  d e c l i n e d  b y  9% f r o m  1831 t o  1865,  t h e  y i e l d  o f  b u t t e r  
and cheese  i n c r e a s e d  and t h e  w e i g h t  o f  d r e s s e d  m e a t  exceeded  
160,000 I b s .  

The m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r  a1 s o  d e v e l o p e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  c o l l  apse o f  
t h e  l a c e  i n d u s t r y  i n  1833. The New E n g l a n d  Lace  Co. and o t h e r  
f i r m s  were  f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  t h a t  y e a r  because  t h e  B r i t i s h  
g o v e r n m e n t  b l o c k e d  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  l a c e  t h r e a d  and e l i m i n a t e d  i t s '  
e x p o r t  t a x  on m a n u f a c t u r e d  l a c e .  Fo rmer  l a c e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  t u r n  t o  h o s i e r y .  The f o u r  s m a l l  shops e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  b u s i n e s s .  I n  1832 a  f i f t h  f i r m  
was i n i t i a t e d  b y  B e n j a m i n  Fewkes i n  a  shop n e x t  t o  h i s  home on 
H i g h  S t r e e t .  He e m p l o y e d  t w o  s t o c k i n g  f r a m e s  ( t h e  f i r s t  ones made 
i n  A m e r i c a )  m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  t w o  I p s w i c h  b r o t h e r s ,  James and  
S a n d o r d  P e a r f i e l d .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  George H e a r d  b u i l t  a  l a r g e  
h o s i e r y  f a c t o r y  a t  t h e  Lower  F a l l s  w h i c h  was p u r c h a s e d  and  
e n l a r g e d  b y  t h e  P e a r f i e l d ' s .  I n  1840  t h e y  b u i l t  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  
f a c t o r y  ( l a t e r  t o  become H a y e ' s  T a v e r n )  where  t h e y  m a n u f a c t u r e d  
u n d e r w e a r .  A n o t h e r  h o s i e r y  m i l l ,  t h e  I p s w i c h  Woolen M i l l s ,  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1863  on t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  a t  Coun ty  S t r e e t .  

M e a n w h i l e  t h e  I p s w i c h  Mfg.  Co. ( p r e v i o u s l y  owned b y  Heard  and  
F a r l e y )  was t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  Dane Mfg. Co, and c o n t i n u e d  t o  make 
c o t t o n  c l o t h  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1865.  S u b j e c t  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
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f l u c t u a t i o n ,  o u t p u t  i n c r e a s e d  more  t h a n  100% t o  900,000 y a r d s  f r o m  
1845  t o  1855, b u t  d e c l  i n e d  b y  a l m o s t  75% f r o m  1855  t o  1 8 6 5 - - t h e  
company f a i l e d  ca.  1866168,  I n  1 8 6 8  t h e  I p s w i c h  h o s i e r y  i n d u s t r y  
began a  new e r a  when Amos Lawrence,  t h e  B o s t o n  c a p i t a l i s t  and 
f a t h e r  o f  t h e  Lawrence  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  b o u g h t  t h e  Dane Co. s t o n e  
m i l l  and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  I p s w i c h  H o s i e r y  M i l l s .  The c l o t h  
m a c h i n e r y  was removed and r e p l a c e d  b y  h o s i e r y  w e a v i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  
e n a b l i n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  M i l l s  t o  f a r  e x c e e d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  e a r l i e r  
h o s i e r y  f i r m s ,  

Shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a1 b e i t  s t i l l  i n  s m a l l  shops,  b u r g e o n e d  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1845,  a t  i t s  peak,  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  e m p l o y e d  236 
men and women ( a l m o s t  t w i c e  a s  many as  i n  1831 ) who m a n u f a c t u r e d  
a l m o s t  70,000 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and shoes  ( t h r e e  t i m e s  as many).  
M o s t  l i k e l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  shoemakers  were  a l s o  f a r m e r s ,  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  numerous c r a f t s m e n .  I n  1833  t h e r e  were  t w o  
h a r n e s s  makers ,  t h r e e  c o o p e r s ,  f o u r  w h e e l w r i g h t s ,  t h r e e  h a t t e r s ,  
t w e n t y - s i x  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a  s a i l  maker,  s e v e n  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  t w o  
t i n m a k e r s ,  t h r e e  masons, f o u r  p a i n t e r s ,  t w o  t a i l o r s ,  f i v e  
m a c h i n i s t s ,  a  b a k e r  and s e v e r a l  c a b i n e t  makers .  T h e r e  w e r e  
f o u r t e e n  shoe makers  shops,  t h r e e  c o o p e r s  shops and e i g h t  
c a b i n e t - m a k e r s  shops.  I n  1 8 4 0  t h e r e  w e r e  358  men e m p l o y e d  i n  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ( 4 3 % ) ,  s l i g h t l y  fewer  t h a n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( 4 6 % ) -  
A n o t h e r  92 ( 1 1 % )  w o r k e d  i n  n a v i g a t i o n  and commerce. I n  1865  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  were  74% o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  w h i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and commerce w e r e  24% and  2% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The 
d r a m a t i c  s h i f t  f r o m  1 8 4 0  may b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
shoe t r a d e  was a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  C i v i l  War, l e a v i n g  
f a r m e r / s h o e m a k e r s  t o  p u r s u e  f a r m i n g  o n l y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : House fo rms  f a m i l i a r  f r o m  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s  r e m a i n e d  
p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  
o rnament .  Two and o n e - h a l f  s t o r y  houses  w i t h  d o u b l e  ch imneys  
r e m a i n e d  p o p u l  a r ,  commonly w i t h  I t a l  i a n a t e  t r i m .  L a r g e  and 
e x c e p t i o n a l  examp les  i n  t h e  I t a l  i a n a t e  s t y l e  add do rmer  o r  c u p o l a  
a t  t h e  r o o f  l i n e ,  e n t r y  p o r c h e s ,  and bay  windows.  One and 
one-ha1 f s t o r y  exampl  es  more commonly empl oyed  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  , 
w i t h  e x t e n d e d  s t u d d  h e i g h t s  f o r  headroom i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y  and t o  
accommodate t h e  w i d e  c o r n i c e  o r n a m e n t ;  i s o l a t e d  examp les  emp loyed  
facade  g a b l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l .  The new g a b l e  f r o n t  
f o r m  became more p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h r e e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h ,  
w i t h  s i d e  e n t r y  and  e a u a l  numbers  i n  1  & 1 1 2  and 2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s .  
Some I t a l i a n a t e  examp les  a r e  L p l a n  houses  w i t h  e n t r i e s  on t h e  
l a t e r a l  w a l l  o f  t h e  g a b l e  b l o c k  b e f o r e  t h e  w ing .  L o c k e ' s  F o l l e y  
( 1 8 3 5 - 3 7 )  i s  a  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  4  bay  g a b l e  f r o n t  w i t h  a  c o l o s s a l  
D o r i c  p e d i m e n t  w i t h  e n t r y  on t h e  l a t e r a l  w a l l .  The G a b l e s  ( 1 8 4 6 )  
i s  a  2 & 1 1 2  s t o r y  house  w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  c r o s s  g a b l e s ,  c o r n e r  
g a b l e s  and c u p o l a -  The l a r g e  mansard  r o o f e d  houses  i n  t h e  t o w n  
emp loy  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s  i n  t h r e e  examp les ,  w h i l e  an  a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  
l o c a t e d  t h e i r s  i n  a  r e c e s s e d  p o r c h  a r e a  t o  f o r m  an L - p l a n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  town d e n o m i n a t i o n s  b u i l t  new m e e t i n g h o u s e s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A  c h a p e l  was b u i l t  n e x t  t o  t h e  F i r s t  ( N o r t h )  
P a r i s h  C h u r c h  i n  1832;  i t  i s  a  s m a l l  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  one s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  o r n a m e n t  f r o m  l a b e l s  and  
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t h e  roundheaded  window i n  t h e  g a b l e .  The p a r i s h  b u i l t  a  l a r g e  
G o t h i c  c h u r c h  i n  1846;  i t  measured  75.5 x  4 8  f e e t  w i t h  25  f o o t  
s t u d s ;  i t s  c e n t e r  e n t r y  t o w e r  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  135  f o o t  s p i r e ;  i t s  
w a l l  s u r f a c e  was b o a r d  and  b a t t e n  and a l l  c o r n e r s  h a d  t u r r e t s .  
The S o u t h  P a r i s h  b u i l t  a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1837,  u s i n g  t h e  Greek 
R e v i v a l  s t y l e ;  i t  i s  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  a  c o l o s s a l  p o r t i c o  
o f  s i x  D o r i c  co lumns ,  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  a  b e l f r y  w i t h  o c t a g o n a l  cap.  
The n e w l y  f o r m e d  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h  b u i l t  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1833, a  
g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  r a i s e d  on a  basement  w i t h  f a c a d e  p i l l a s t e r s  
and  c e n t e r  e n t r y ;  i n  1843 i t  was s o l d  t o  t h e  town f o r  u s e  as  i t s  
h a l l .  The L i n e b r o o k  P a r i s h  c h u r c h  was r e b u i l t  i n  1848 ;  i t  i s  a  
g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s a u a r e  t o w e r ,  b e l f r y ,  p i n n a c l e s  and 
s p i r e ,  w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s  and p i l l a s t e r s  on t h e  f a c a d e ,  The 
M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1859;  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  g a b l e  
f r o n t  b u i l d i n g  has an e n t r y  t o w e r  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  an o c t a g o n a l  
be1 fry, s e c o n d a r y  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  a n g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t o w e r  and m a i n  
b l o c k ,  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e ,  and  r o u n d h e a d e d  windows,  and . 
A s c e n s i o n  M e m o r i a l  C h u r c h  was b u i l t  ca.  1869,  a  s m a l l  g a b l e  f r o n t  
f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  s i n g l e  s t o r y  w i t h  t r a n s e p t s  and f o r m e r l y  a  
t o w e r  a t  i t s  c r o s s i n g ,  a  s t i c k w o r k  e n t r y  p o r c h ,  r o s e  window above,  
and t r i a n g u l  a r - h e a d e d  windows.  

S c h o o l h o u s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  l i t t l e  i s  known o f  t h e i r  
appearances .  The town  grammer s c h o o l  p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  i t s  
c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  E n g l i s h  H i g h  Schoo l  . S e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  
w e r e  added d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  b u t  i n  1869  a l l  b u t  L i n e b r o o k  a r e  
e l i m i n a t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  E n g i n e  houses  were  
a l s o  added b u t  l i t t l e  d a t a  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on them. A new p o o r f a r m  
was p u r c h a s e d  i n  1832, t h e  f a r m h o u s e  measured  3 4  x  4 8  f e e t ,  and  
was t w o  s t o r i e s ,  and t w o  o t h e r  s m a l l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  o f  one s t o r y ,  
m e a s u r i n g  2 0  x  50  f e e t  and  2 0  x 2 6  f e e t .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n  1 8 3 2  a  h o s i e r y  shop was e r e c t e d  by  B e n j a m i n  Fewkes 
n e x t  t o  h i s  home on H i g h  S t .  I n  1834  a  l a r g e  h o s i e r y  f a c t o r y  was 
b u i l t  b y  George H e a r d  a t  t h e  Lower  F a l l s  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r .  I n  
1 8 4 0  a  l a r g e r  b r i c k  f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  a t  t h i s  Lower  F a l l s  s i t e .  
I n  1863  t h e  I p s w i c h  Woolen M i l l  was e r e c t e d  on t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  
n e a r  C o u n t y  S t r e e t .  I n  1860  t h e  e x t a n t  G l o v e r  H o s i e r y  f a c t o r y  was 
e r e c t e d  a t  76 E a s t  S t ;  i t  i s  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s ,  c l a p b o a r d  w i t h  
g a b l e d  r o o f ,  and e l l  and p o r c h ;  p a r t  o f  t h e  t h i s  m i l l ,  a  2  & 112  
s t o r y  s h i n g l e d  g a b l e  r o o f  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c e n t e r  ch imney  
s t a n d s  2 0  f e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

F o u r t e e n  s m a l l  shoe shops  d o t t e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  One t e n - f o o t e r  
shoe shop s t i l l  s t a n d s  a t  259 H i g h  S t ;  i t  i s  a  1 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  
c l a p b o a r d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  and  gab1 e d  r o o f .  A n o t h e r ,  
ca.  1840,  o n e - s t o r y ,  1 0  f o o t  x  1 4  f o o t  w i t h  ch imney  and g a b l e d  
r o o f  s t a n d s  a t  3  Newbury Road. A shoe f a c t o r y  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
B r i c k  B l o c k  a t  3 8  N o r t h  M a i n  S t ;  b u i l t  ca.  1836,  t h i s  2  & 112  
s t o r y  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  ( e x t a n t )  i s  6 b a y s  x  4  bays  
w i t h  g a b l e d  r o o f ,  two  d o r m e r s  and two c h i m n e y s ;  an e x t e r n a l  
s t a i r c a s e  r i s e s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  Two t a n n e r i e s ,  one on 
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  t h e  o t h e r  o n  C o u n t y  Road, were  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  t h r e e  c o o p e r s  shops and e i g h t  c a b i n e t  
makers  shops.  
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Commerc ia l :  The B r i c k  B l o c k  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1836;  i t  i s  2  & 
1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  s i x  bays  i n  w i d t h ,  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  f i f t h  bay. 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The Choate  B r i d g e  ( 1  7641, p o s s i b l y  t h e  01 d e s t  
s t o n e  b r i d g e  i n  Massachuse t t s ,  was w idened  i n  1838. 80.6 f e e t  
l o n g ,  i t  was w idened  f r o m  20.6 f e e t ,  on i t s  e a s t e r n  s i d e ,  t o  35.6 
f e e t .  The w e s t e r n  s i d e  and p a r a p e t  r ema ined  unchanged. 

I X. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870-1 91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  

The r o a d  n e t w o r k  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be i m p r o v e d  i n  a u a l i t y  and i n c r e a s e d  
i n  d e n s i t y .  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  was l a i d  o u t  ( i n  I p s w i c h  C e n t e r )  i n  
1871;  Cogswe l l ,  Sawyer and W a i n w r i g h t  s t r e e t s  i n  1873;  Manning,  i n  
1882 and t h e  s t r e e t s  mak ing  up t h e  A l l e y  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y .  F o r  Green S t r e e t  t o  be e x t e n d e d  t o  T u r k e y  S t r e e t  
(1881 /1882)  a  new b r i d g e  had t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d  o v e r  t h e  r i v e r .  
O r i g i n a l l y  o f  Wood (and  random r u b b l e )  t h e  Green S t r e e t  B r i d g e  
(1872-1884)  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  s t o n e  i n  1894. Between 1872 and 
1884, a  new r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  was e r e c t e d ,  s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  o f  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  b u t  s t i l l  a t  M a r k e t  and W i n t e r  S t r e e t s .  By 
1910, t h e  Bos ton  & N o r t h e r n  E l e c t r i c  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  was i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  I t  c r o s s e d  t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l  I p s w i c h  v i a  H igh ,  C e n t r a l ,  
Sou th  Ma in  S t r e e t s  and Essex Road. A b r a n c h  l i n e  c o n n e c t e d  Rowley 
and I p s w i c h  w i t h  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  and Salem/Lynn S t r e e t  R a i l w a y s  a t  
Essex Cen te r .  

O t h e r  s t r e e t s  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  i n c l u d e  Brown Square 
and i t s  e x t e n s i o n ,  o f f  Hammet S t r e e t ;  R i l e y ,  P r e s c o t t ,  F a r r a g u t ,  
L a F a y e t t e ,  Wayne and Brown S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  immed ia te  v i c i n i t y  o f  
t h e  r a i l r o a d ;  and C a r o l i n e ,  Broadway and B u r l e y  Avenues beyond 
Wash ing ton  S t r e e t .  

B. Popu l  a t i o n  

I p s w i c h ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  was 3720 i n  1870. S low b u t  s t e a d y  
g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e  e n s u i n g  decades b r o u g h t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  6272 i n  
1915,  a  68.6% i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  t o t a l  i n g  454 
p e o p l e  i n  1875 and 2479 i n  1915,  a  446% jump. Whereas i n  1875 t h e  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e p r e s e n t e d  12.4% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n  1915 
t h e y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  39.5%. E n g l i s h ,  I r i s h ,  and Canad ian  i m m i g r a n t s  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  93% o f  a l l  f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  1875. Over t h e  n e x t  f o u r  
decades t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  d i v e r s i f i e d ,  By 1915,  
however,  P o l e s  and Greeks were  t h e  1  a r g e s t  i m m i g r a n t  g roups ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  more t h a n  50% o f  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  f i g u r e ,  f o l l o w e d  by  
Canadians,  and I t a l i a n s .  

The l a r g e  f o r e i g n ,  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n  gave r i s e  t o  s e v e r a l  
r e 1  i g i o u s ,  f r a t e r n a l ,  e t h n i c  and c l  ass -based  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  An 
I r i  sh -Ca tho l  i c  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  1873. P o l  i s h - C a t h o l  i c s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Church o f  t h e  Sac red  H e a r t  i n  1908. F r e n c h  
C a t h o l i c s  b u i l t  t h e i r  c h u r c h  i n  1915, S t .  M a r y ' s  Greek Or thodox  
Church was b u i l t  i n  1907, and  a  J e w i s h  synagogue was e s t a b l i s h e d  
some t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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F r e n c h  Canadians e s t a b l i s h e d  La S o c i e t e  des A r t i s a n s  i n  1902, and 
t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  S t .  John  B a p t i s t  o f  Amer ica  i n  1909. The I p s w i c h  
Grange and t h e  P a t r o n s  o f  Husbandry  were  o r g a n i z e d  ca. 1880-90. 
The M a s s a s o i t  Lodge, A n c i e n t  O rde r  o f  U n i t e d  Workmen was o r g a n i z e d  
i n  1886;  t h e  Bay View Lodge, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O rde r  o f  Odd F e l l o w s  
ca. 1887;  t h e  Syracuse  Lodge, K n i g h t s  o f  P y t h i a s  i n  1888;  and t h e  
Chebacco T r i b e  o f  Improved  Order  of  Redmen i n  1889. O t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l  uded t h e  I p s w i c h  Mu tua l  B e n e f i t  S o c i e t y  (1  879)  ; 
t h e  A p p l e t o n  P o s t ,  Grand A r m y  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  ( 1 8 8 2 )  and an 
a s s o c i a t e d  women's R e l i e f  Corps;  t h e  Women's C l u b  1898;  t h e  
F r a t e r n a l  O rde r  o f  E a g l e s  ( 1  907)  ; t h e  C a r r o l l  t o n  C o u n c i l ,  K n i g h t s  
o f  Columbus (1900 )  and  t h e  a f f i l i a t e d  D a u g h t e r s  o f  I s a b e l l a  
( 1 9 0 8 ) ;  and t h e  Women's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Un ion  ( d a t e  unknown). 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

C o n c o m i t a n t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  n e t w o r k  w i t h i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  town was a  f l u r r y  o f  new b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y  decades.  A f t e r  a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  e v e r y t h i n g  on C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t  f r o m  M a r k e t  t o  Hammet S t r e e t s ,  f i v e  f o u r  f l o o r  ( I t a l i a n a t e )  
commerc ia l  b u i l  d i n g s  were e r e c t e d .  W i t h  t h i s  new c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  Warren, as w e l l  as t h e  M a r k e t I N o r t h  Ma in  S t r e e t  
A x i s  were f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  as t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  c o r e  o f  
commerc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  W i t h  t h e  I p s w i c h  M i l l s  now t h e  t o w n ' s  
ma in  emp loyer ,  I p s w i c h ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  r ema ined  f i x e d  i n  t h e  
I p s w i  c h  R i v e r  v i c i n i t y ,  between t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l  r o a d  
Depo t  a t  T o p s f i e l d  Road and Main  S t r e e t .  New m a j o r  b u i l d i n g s  
i n c l u d e  t h e  Manning H i g h  Schoo l  (18741, t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  Depot 
( be tween  1870 and 1884 ) ,  t h e  I p s w i c h  S a v i n g s  Bank (18921, t h e  
I p s w i c h  H o s p i t a l  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church o f  t h e  P o l e s  (1908,  
and S t .  Mary Greek O r t h o d x  Church  (1907) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Sou th  
Green was f i l l e d  and graded.  A l a w n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  and elms were 
p l a n t e d .  

W i  t h  i n d u s t r i e s  p r o s p e r i n g  and p o p u l a t i o n  e s c a l  a t i n g ,  a  p l e t h o r a  
o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  ensued. W i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t  i n  1871, t r a f f i c  was r e d i r e c t e d  and H i g h  S t r e e t  began t o  
assume i t s  p u r e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e .  I n  g e n e r a l  t e rms ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  f o c u s e d  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  n e w l y  opened f o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n :  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  between T o p s f i e l d  and B o x f o r d  Road, and 
a l o n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  on P r o s p e c t ,  Maple  and L i n d e n  S t r e e t .  
Worker hous ing ,  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e x p a n d i n g  m i l l  a c t i v i t y ,  
p r o 1  i f e r a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  a reas .  The A l l e y ,  h o u s i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
P o l i s h  and Greek i m m i g r a n t s ,  a r o s e  on t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  
M i l l  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  P e a t f i e l d ,  1 s t  and 2nd S t r e e t s  
a t t r a c t e d  b u i l d i n g  by  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  on 
4 t h ,  5 t h ,  and 6 t h  a f t e r  1910. Between 1893 and 1910, B r o w n s v i l l e  
Avenue became t h e  s i t e  o f  m i l l  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  Essex H o s i e r y  
f a c t o r y .  L i n d e n  S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  1880s,  h o s t e d  n o t  m i l l - r e l a t e d  
h o u s i n g ,  b u t  an e a r l y  examp le  o f  suburban  ( s p e c u l a t i v e )  t r a c t  
h o u s i n g .  I n  a d d i  t i o n ,  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  J e f f r e y ' s  
N e c k / L i t t l e  Neck a r e a  was now r e a l i z e d  and c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a t  a  
s m a l l  s c a l e ,  o f  c o t t a g e s  began. 
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D. Economic Base 

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r s  b o t h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
expand, t hough  deve lopments  i n  t h e  h o s i e r y  i n d u s t r y  e v e n t u a l  l y  l e d  
t h e  I p s w i c h  economy t o  c e n t e r  a round  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  From 1875 t o  
1905 t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  men emp loyed  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  d ropped  f r o m  
32% t o  19%, w h i l e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  expanded f r o m  
43% t o  52%. Moreover ,  t h e  h o s i e r y  i n d u s t r y  p r i m a r i l y  emp loyed  
women, t h u s  f u r t h e r  w i d e n i n g  t h e  gap between a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  Commercia l  employment  r o s e  f r o m  16% t o  21% o v e r  
t h e  same p e r i o d ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  4% were  engaged i n  f i s h i n g .  

The number o f  f a rms  and f a r m  a c r e s  d e c l i n e d  a f t e r  1875. By 1885 
t h e r e  were  a t  l e a s t  50% f e v e r  f a rms  ( 2 1 6 )  and 15% f e w e r  a c r e s  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  (14,625 a c r e s ) .  Moreover ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
l a n d  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  h a y s )  d e c l i n e d  f r o m  46% t o  42%. 
Farmers  t u r n e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  dairy in^ and t h e r e f o r e  i n c r e a s e d  
t h e i r  p a s t u r a g e .  G r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  human consump t i on  a l s o  
d e c l i n e d  as t h e s e  f a r m e r s  t u r n e d  t o  g r o w i n g  f o d d e r  (esp.  c o r n )  t o  
feed  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k .  L i k e w i s e  1  i v e s t o c k  were k e p t  f o r  d a i r y i n g  
i n s t e a d  o f  s l a u g h t e r i n g .  The p r i n c i p a l  d a i r y  p r o d u c t  s h i f t e d  f r o m  
b u t t e r  t o  m i l k .  From 1875 t o  1885 m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  81% 
t o  320,000 g a l l o n s .  I n  1895 t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o d u c t s  were  hay,  m i l k ,  
v e g e t a b l e s ,  c o r n  f o d d e r  and f r u i t ,  and t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  had d e c l i n e d  f r o m  t h e  1875-1885 peak o f  more 
t h a n  $243,000 t o  $195,000. I n  1870 an I p s w i c h  b l a c k s m i t h  i n v e n t e d  
an ox wagon f o r  c a r t i n g  hay,  w h i c h  come i n t o  use a c r o s s  Essex 
County .  By 1900 many f a rms  had been t u r n e d  i n t o  e s t a t e s  as 
w e a l t h y  p e o p l e  b o u g h t  t h e  l a n d  and d i s c o n t i n u e d  f a r m i n g .  

Upon t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Amos Lawrence and t h e  I p s w i c h  H o s i e r y  M i l l s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i r t u a l l y  exp loded .  The en1 a rgement  o f  t h e  p l a n t  
and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  modern weav ing  m a c h i n e r y  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  
h o s i e r y  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  1132% l a r g e r  t h a n  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
p e r i o d .  W h i l e  t h e  pace o f  g r o w t h  s lowed,  t h e  I p s w i c h  H o s i e r y  Co. 
e x p e r i e n c e d  s t e a d y  g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1885 h o s i e r y  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  64% o f  t h e  t o t a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t ,  and f o r  ca. 
65% o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  employment ,  t h i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  1  i a u i d a t i o n  o f  
t h e  I p s w i c h  Woolen M i l l s  i n  t h e  same y e a r .  I p s w i c h  H o s i e r y  Co. 
e x p e r i e n c e d  l a b o r  p rob lems  ca. 1912-13.  An a t t e m p t e d  wage c u t  
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t h r e e  week s t r i k e  i n  1913. By t h i s  t i m e  t h e  I p s w i c h  
M i l l s  were t h e  l a r g e s t  h o s i e r y  c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  

The o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was t h e  
f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  shoes.  I n  1885 f i v e  shoe f a c t o r i e s  made 
$138,649 w o r t h  o f  b o o t s  and shoes,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  A u x i l l a r y  t o  h o s i e r y  and shoes were n i n e  
b l a c k s m i t h  and mach ine  shops and two  box-mak ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  
Fo r  a  s h o r t  t i m e  i n  t h e  1870s a  s m a l l  m i l l  on t h e  H a m i l t o n  b o r d e r  
made i s i n g l a s s .  The re  were  a l s o  saw and g r i s t m i l l s .  By 1895 t h e  
t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  a l l  goods m a n u f a c t u r e d  exceeded  $1.3 m i l l  i o n ,  and 
t h e r e  were  a l m o s t  1400  men and women employed i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The m o s t  p o p u l a r  s t y l e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
Queen Anne, known f r o m  l a r g e  2 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  e x a m p l e s  and commonly 
a c h i e v i n g  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  f o r m  t h r o u g h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  bay  windows 
o r  p r o j e c t i n g  , p e d i m e n t e d  b a y s  and p o r c h e s ;  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k  
empl o y s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r o o f  f o r m s ;  e x c e p t i o n a l  a d d i t i o n s  i n c l  ude 
c o r n e r  t o w e r s .  S t i c k  s t y l e  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t ,  b u t  i n  f e w e r  
examp les ;  L - p l a n  examp les  a r e  m o s t  common, w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
s h o r t  e l l  f r om t h e  p o r c h ,  w i t h  b a y  w indows i n  t h e  g a b l e  e n d s ;  t h e y  
were  b u i l t  be tween  1884 /1897 ;  a  s i m p l e r  p a i r  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  
bay,  t w o  s t o r y  b l o c k  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  p a v i l l i o n ,  c h i p p e d  
g a b l e s ,  and s t i c k w o r k  a t  t h e  eaves.  S h i n g l e  examp les  a r e  s t i l l  
r a r e r ,  and i n c l u d e  g a m b r e l  r o o f  and c l i p p e d  g a b l e  examp les ,  as 
w e l l  as a  l a r g e  s y m m e t r i c a l  e x a m p l e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  i t s  d o r m e r s  and 
c e n t r a l  t o w e r  ( 1 9 0 0 ) .  The R i c e  House was b u i l t  on T u r n e r  H i l l  
b e t w e e n  1900  and  1 9 0 3 :  i t  i s  a  b r i c k  and s t o n e  H - p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  
d e s i g n e d  b y  W i l l i a m  G. R a n t o u l  t o  r e s e m b l e  E l i z a b e t h i a n  and  
Jacobean  manors ;  t h e  e s t a t e  i n c l u d e d  numerous s e c o n d a r y  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  o f  w h i c h  g a r a g e s ,  b u t l e r s ,  coachman 's ,  e n g i n e e r s  and 
g a r d n e r s '  d w e l l i n g s ,  s t a b l e ,  i c e ,  t o o l ,  and  g r e e n h o u s e s  s u r v i v e .  
The f i r s t  C rane  house  was b u i l t  f rom d e s i g n s  b y  S h e p l e y  Rou tan  and 
C o o l i d g e ,  i n  1913. A  s m a l l e r  e a r l y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  examp le  
i n c l u d e  t h e  s t u c c o  Dow House o f  1888.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t o w n ' s  Roman C a t h o l  i c s  b u i l t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  
Church  i n  1872,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  c e n t e r ,  r o u n d - h e a d e d  
e n t r y ,  and p i l l a s t e r s ,  and  be1 f ry .  The r e o r g a n i z e d  B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  
a  c h u r c h  i n  1898;  i t  i s  an  L - p l a n  o f  two  i n t e r s e c t i n g  b l o c k s  w i t h  
e n t r y  i n t o  a  t o w e r  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  t h e s e  b l o c k s ;  
o r n a m e n t  i n c l u d e s  c o l o r e d  bands d i v i d i n g  t h e  w a l l  s u r f a c e s ,  
p i l l a s t e r s  as w e l l  as  s t i c k  work .  The S o u t h  P a r i s h  r e p r o d u c e d  
t h e i r  f o r m e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a f t e r  i t  was d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  i n  1899.  
A f i r e  s t a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  b r i c k  ca.  1 9 1 0  i s  a  h i p - b l o c k  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  and f o r m e r ,  and t h r e e  r o u n d  
headed  e n g i n e  g a r a g e  d o o r s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  The C a l d w e l f  B l o c k  o f  1 8 7 0  i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  a  t h r e e  bay c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  r o u n d - h e a d e d  
o p e n i n g s  and two f l a n k i n g  t h r e e  bay p o r t i o n s .  The I p s w i c h  S a v i n g s  
Bank,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  Beaux A r t s  s t y l e  i n  1892, i s  a h i p  b l o c k  
w i t h  segmenta l  a r c h  e n t r y  f l a n k e d  b y  banks  o f  r o u n d  headed windows 
and l o w ,  l a t e r a l  e l l s .  The C o l o n i a l  B u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  as  a  
s t o r e  i n  1904:  i t  i s  f r a m e ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a  h i p  
r o o f ,  w i t h  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  p a v i l l i o n s  and c o i n s ;  i t  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  
a p a r t m e n t s  i n  1945.  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The I p s w i c h  H o s i e r y  Company en1 a r g e d  t h e  m i l l  comp lex  
o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  Mfg.  Co. on  U n i o n  S t r e e t .  A f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  
f a c t o r y ,  ( e x t a n t ) ,  3 0  b a y s  w i d e  w i t h  g r a n i t e  s i l l s ,  b r i c k  a r c h e d  
window, a  s t a i r  t o w e r  and a  f l a t  r o o f  was b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s t o n e  f a c t o r y .  F u r t h e r  downs t ream a  l a r g e  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  ( e x t a n t )  w i t h  g r a n i t e  1  i n t e l s  b r i c k  a r c h e d  window, a  v e r y  
s h a l l o w  p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  and a  b r i c k  a r c h e d  e n t r a n c e  was b u i l t  r i g h t  
on  t h e  r i v e r  bank.  Two l a r g e  b r i c k  s t o r e h o u s e s  w e r e  a l s o  e r e c t e d  
ca. 1895 ;  t h e  examp le  on P e a t s f i e l d  S t .  i s  two  s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k ,  
w i t h  a  s h a l l o w  p i t c h e d  r o o f  and s m a l l  w indows t y p i c a l  o f  p e r i o d  
s t o r e h o u s e s .  
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A 2  & 112  s t o r y ,  c l a p b o a r d  h e e l  f a c t o r y ,  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f  and  
c o v e r e d  w i t h  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s  b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1886,  s t a n d s  a t  266 
H i g h  S t .  A s team saw m i l l ,  ca .  1870,  was b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  I p s w i c h  
R i v e r  o f f  o f  E a s t  S t .  The S t a c k p o l e  Soap Mfg.  Co. b u i l t  a  
f a c t o r y  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  Road t a n n e r y  ca.  1 8 8 0 ' s  . The 
Hayward H o s i e r y  Co. b u i l  t s e v e r a l  wooden f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  ca.  
1 8 9 0 ' s  o n  Hayward S t r e e t  j u s t  w e s t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  The 
s i t e  i s  o c c u p i e d  a t  p r e s e n t  b y  t h e  I p s w i c h  S h e l l f i s h  Co. and  some 
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  may be  f rom t h e  h o s i e r y  m i l l .  

The I p s w i c h  Wate r  Works and Power  and L i g h t  Co. was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
H i g h  S t .  i n  1894 ;  t h e  pump ing  s t a t i o n ,  a  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  Romanesaue 
s t r u c t u r e ,  was e r e c t e d  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d  b r i c k  a r c h e d  e n t r y ,  
segmenta l  a r c h e s  o v e r  t h e  w indows,  g r a n i t e  w indow s i l l s  and  h i p  
r o o f ;  l a t e r  a1 t e r a t i o n s  and f i v e  a d d i  t i o n s  ( e l e c t r i c a l  g e n e r a t o r s )  
have  o b s c u r e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  . I n  1 9 0 3  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  
p l a n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  The t o w n ' s  gas w o r k s  were  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ;  a l l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  i s  a  s m a l l  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  g a b l e d  r o o f  l o c a t e d  on Hammatt S t r e e t .  

F i v e  shoe f a c t o r i e s  ( 1  o c a t i o n ,  s i z e ,  m a t e r i a l  and d a t e  unknown)  
were  a l s o  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  1870 and 1885.  Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  ca.  1900,  t h e  Bromm S t o c k i n g  CO., a  l a r g e  h o s i e r y  company 
b u i l t  a  l a r g e  wooden f a c t o r y  comp lex  on B r o w n v i l l e  Ave., o p p o s i t e  
M t .  P l e a s a n t  S t ;  t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g ,  a  1  and 1 1 2  s t o r y  f r a m e  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s h a l l o w  p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  one and 
t w o - s t o r y  wooden b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  s t a n d .  M a c h i n e  shops and two  
b o x - m a k i n g  f a c t o r i e s  were  a l s o  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The Grew S t r e e t  B r i d g e  ( 1  872-1  8 8 4 )  o f  wood and 
random r u b b l e  was r e b u i l t  i n  1894 as a  g r a n i t e  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e  
w i t h  t w o  spans.  It was 1 2 0  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  30  f e e t  w i d e .  

X .  EARLY M O D E R N  PERIOD ( 1  91 5 -1  940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Bypassed  b y  I n t e r s t a t e  95 and  S t a t e  R o u t e  128,  I p s w i c h ' s  p r i n c i p a l  
a r t e r i a l s  r e m a i n  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  and I p s w i c h  T u r n p i k e s  ( R o u t e s  1  & 
1A)  r u n n i n g  n o r t h l s o u t h ,  and  H i g h  S t r e e t I E s s e x  Road ( R t .  1 3 3 )  
r u n n i n g  e a s t l w e s t  f r o m  G l  o u c e s t e r  t o  Georgetown.  The t o w n ' s  
e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  was d i s m a n t l e d  i n  t h e  1930s .  I p s w i c h  l i e s  
on t h e  B o s t o n - P o r t m o u t h ,  New H a m p s h i r e  1  i n e  o f  t h e  B & M 
R a i l  r o a d .  Commuting t i m e  b y  r a i l  b e t w e e n  I p s w i c h  and B o s t o n  
a v e r a g e s  47 m i n u t e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

H a v i n g  r i s e n  s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War e r a ,  I p s w i c h ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  s u f f e r e d  a  b r i e f  s e t b a c k  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades o f  t h e  
E a r l y  Modern  p e r i o d .  From a  peak o f  6272 i n  1915, t h e  t o w n ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  10.7% t o  a  l o w  o f  5599 i n  1930  and t h e n  
resumed i t s  g r o w t h ,  u n i n t e r r u p t e d .  From p e r i o d ' s  o p e n i n g  t o  
c l o s e ,  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  r i s e n  f u l l y  25%. The t o w n ' s  p r o p o r t i o n  
o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  h i g h .  A f t e r  
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p e a k i n g  a t  39.5% i n  1915 (Canad ians  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  dom inan t  ) ,  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  s u f f e r e d  a  s h a r p  and r a p i d  d e c l i n e ,  b o t t o m i n g  o u t  a t  
9.8% i n  1940. By 1950, t h e  t r e n d  r e v e r s e d ,  however,  w i t h  
f o r e i  gn -bo rn  ( a g a i n  Canadians i n  m a j o r i t y )  a s c e n d i n g  t o  a c c o u n t  
f o r  17.5% o f  I p s w i c h ' s  1950 p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  1956 p r e s i d e n t i a l  
e l e c t i o n ,  71% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  v o t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o p t e d  R e p u b l i c a n ,  
29%, Democ ra t i c .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W i t h  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  M i l l  Company i n  1929, I p s w i c h  
began i t s  e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  p r i m a r i l y  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  communi ty .  
A l t h o u g h  Memor ia l  H a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1922 and a  m a r b l e  
f o u n t a i n  e r e c t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  g reen  i n  1916, most  b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  was r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  W i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e ,  new d w e l l i n g s  p r o l i f e r a t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  
beyond t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e ,  r o u g h l y  bounded b y  Wash ing ton  S t r e e t  and 
T o p s f i e l d  Road on t h e  e a s t  and sou th .  O u t s i d e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
v i l l a g e ,  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes were e r e c t e d  i n  l a r g e  numbers a l o n g  
t h e  Tonw's r u r a l  h ighways .  Seasonal  , c o t t a g e - t y p e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
became p o p u l a r  on J e f f r e y ' s  and L i t t l e  Neck. A g r i c u l t u r a l  
a c t i v i  t i e s  s u r v i v e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  I p s w i c h ,  w h i l  e  a  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  
f r i n g e  emerged i m m e d i a t e l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  n e a r  Town 
H i l l .  Warren and t h e  M a r k e t I N o r t h  Ma in  S t r e e t  a x i s  r e m a i n  t h e  
f ocus  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  commerc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

D. Economic Base 

The c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  M i l l s  d u r i n g  W W I  p r o v i d e d  
i n c r e a s e d  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I n  1917, t h e  m i l l  emp loyed  1500 
p e o p l e  (75% women) and  p roduced  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  p a i r s  o f  army and  
f i n e r  g r a d e  h o s i e r y .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h e  Hayward H o s i e r y  Co. was 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h i s  f i r m  m a n u f a c t u r e d  " f u l l  - f a s h i o n e d w  h o s i e r y  i n  a  
modern f a c t o r y  n e a r  t o w n - c e n t e r .  The demand f o r  " f u l l - f a s h i o n e d "  
h o s i e r y  wou ld  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  demise o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  
H o s i e r y  Co. H a v i n g  made women's c i r c u l a r  k n i t t e d  s t o c k i n g s  and 
army s t o c k i n g s ,  t h e  company d i d  n o t  m o d e r n i z e  i t s  eau ipment .  I n  
1928 t h i s  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  caused  t h e  company t o  l i a u i d a t e ,  
l e a v i n g  I p s w i c h  w i t h o u t  i t s  p r i m a r y  emp loye r .  

O the r  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  B u r k e r  & Son Hee l  ( and  
i n n e r  s o l e s )  F a c t o r y ,  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  New Eng land ,  and t h e  
I p s w i c h  T a l l o w  ( soap  & c a n d l e )  Co. B o t h  B u r k e  and t h e  Hayward 
H o s i e r y  Co. were s t i l l  i n  b u s i n e s s  i n  1952. O t h e r  f i r m s  i n  1952 
i n c l u d e d  A.J. B a r t o n ,  a  g r a n i t e  and m a r b l e  monument m a n u f a c t u r e r ;  
t h e  Carmen M i l l i n g  Co., a  woodwork i ng  company; t h e  I p s w i c h  
V e n e t i a n  B l  i n d  Co, and S y l v a n i a  E l e c t r i c a l  P r o d u c t s  Co. 

I n  a l l  t h e r e  were 473 p e o p l e  employed i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  1952, 
compared t o  935 men a l o n e  i n  1915. A g r i c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
d e c l i n e ,  e m p l o y i n g  o n l y  171 men i n  1940. Thus, d e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s  
o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  M i l l  s,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a l l  o c c u p a t i o n  f r o m  50 t o  62% f r o m  1915 t o  1940. I n  
1952 m a n u f a c t u r i n g  emp loyed  44% o f  a l l  w o r k e r s ,  ( 473  p e o p l e )  w h i l e  
who1 e s a l  e  and r e t a i l  t r a d e r  and s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  empl oyed 
a n o t h e r  40% ( 4 3 5  p e o p l e ) .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Ipswich



E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The Cranes  r e p l a c e d  t h e i r  house  on C a s t l e  H i l l  
be tween  1925 and  1927 w i t h  a  l a t e  S t u a r t  d e s i g n  by D a v i d  A d l e r ,  
a l s o  H - p l a n  i n  f o r m ,  w i t h  e n t r y  p o r c h ,  o f  b r i c k  and s t o n e ,  and 
i n c l u d i n g  59  rooms, W i t h  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  f e w  new homes were  
c o n s t r u c t e d ;  i s 0 1  a t e d  e x a m p l e s  a r e  known o f  b u n g a l o w  and r e l a t e d  
f o u r - s a u a r e ,  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f e d  houses.  No p o s t - w a r  h o u s i n g  i s  
i n v e n t o r i e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The B e n j a m i n  S t i c k n e y  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  was b u i l t  
o f  b r i c k  i n  1916 ;  i t  i s  t w o  s t o r i e s  r a i s e d  on a  basement ,  w i t h  an 
H - p l a n ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  d o r m e r s ,  c u p o l a ,  a n d  p a r a p e t t e d  p a v i l l  i o n s .  
The town added a  b r i c k  annex t o  t h e  t o w n  h a l l  i n  1920;  i t  i s  a  
s i n g l e  s t o r y  g a b l e  b l o c k  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g ,  p e d i m e n t e d  b a y s  a t  each  
end w i t h  e n t r y  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  i t s  11  bays .  The n e x t  y e a r  a  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  M e m o r i a l  H a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  composed o f  a  b r i c k  
gab1 e - r o o f e d  b l o c k  w i t h  end p a v i l l  i o n s  and r e c e s s e d  e n t r y  be1 ow a  
p a r a p e t .  

Commerc ia l  : The t o w n ' s  b e s t  known c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  
Clam Box, d e s i g n e d  b y  R i c h a r d  J. G r e e l e a f  J r .  i n  1 9 3 8  t o  r e s e m b l e  
t h e  box i n  w h i c h  f r i e d  c l a m s  a r e  s e r v e d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Cement b l o c k  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  b y  t h e  
I p s w i c h  S h e l l  f i s h  Co. p r o b a b l y  a f t e r  W W I I .  S l i g h t  a1 t e r a t i o n s  
were  made on t h e  I p s w i c h  H o s i e r y  M i l l s  o n c e  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  
S y l v a n i a  GTE Co. The B a r t o n  G r a n i t e  w o r k s  e r e c t e d  a  s m a l l  1 & 1 1 2  
s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  g a b l e d  r o o f  and a  s m a l l e r  o n e - s t o r y  
f rame a d d i t i o n  w i t h  g a b l e d  r o o f  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The I p s w i c h  i n v e n t o r y ,  o f  m o d e r a t e  a u a l i t y ,  i n c l u d e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
300  form. 

Z o n i n g  1  aws h a v e  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o t e c t e d  I p s w i c h  t o  d a t e .  I n t e n s i v e  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  r e m a i n s  c o n f i n e d  t o  C e n t r a l I W a r r e n  S t r e e t  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  and a u t o m o b i l e - o r i e n t e d  s p r a w l  t o  t h e  
segments  o f  R o u t e  1 3 3  t h a t  l i e  i m m e d i a t e l y  o u t s i d e  o f  I p s w i c h ' s  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t :  on  Essex  Road f r o m  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  
Coun ty  Road s o u t h  t o  Lakeman Lane, and  o n  H i g h  S t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  
I p s w i c h  H i g h  Schoo l  n o r t h  t o  M i l e  Road. R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  s i n g 1  e - f a m i l y  i n  n a t u r e ,  r e m a i n  c o n f i n e d  t o  a r e a s  
beyond  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  and  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  
t o w n ' s  o u t l y i n g  roads .  T r a c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  does a p p e a r  t o  have  made 
some i n r o a d s  w i t h i n  t h e  town ,  s u c h  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a r i s i n g  
i m m e d i a t e l y  n o r t h  and  e a s t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  as w e l l  as i n  
t h e  P i n e v i l  1  e  v i c i n i t y .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  summer, c o t t a g e - t y p e  
d w e l l i n g s  p r o l i f e r a t e s  o n  J e f f r e y ' s  Neck and L i t t l e  Neck, new 
b u i l d i n g s  a p p e a r i n g  a s  i n f i l l  among e a r l i e r  d w e l l i n g s .  
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XII. FINDING AID 

1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  Century R e s i d e n t i a l  

Colonia l  ( 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y )  Dwell ings 

Ensemble of  1 7 t h ,  1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h  
Century Dwell i ngs 

"The A l l e y " ,  Mid-19th Century 
Worker Housing 

"Town Common", 1 8 t h  & 1 9 t h  Century 
Buil d ing  

1 9 t h  & 20th  Century R e c r e a t i o n a l  
( C o t t a g e )  B u i l d i n g  p l u s  Overviews of 
P l u m  I s l a n d  and t h e  Sound 

High S t r e e t  from 
Linebrook Road and 
L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  t o  Spr ing  
S t r e e t  

Sumrner S t r e e t  from County 
Road t o  North Main 

Summer S t r e e t  from 
County Road t o  North Main 

Between E s t e s  & Kimball 
S t r e e t s  & Ipswich River  

Around t h e  meet inghouse 
Green, o p p o s i t e  Warren 
S t r e e t  

J e f f r e y ' s  Neck Road 
North Ridge Road 
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