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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: December, 1982 COMMUNITY: Huntinqton 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Th i s  upland town i s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  sou thern  ex t ens ion  of t h e  
Green Mountains of Vermont. E l eva t ions  g e n e r a l l y  range between 
900 f e e t  and 1 1 0 0  f e e t  west  of  t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River .  The uplands 
e a s t  of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  i n c r e a s e  i n  e l e v a t i o n  wi th  h e i g h t s  u s u a l l y  
extending from 950 t o  1300 f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l .  Prominent 
p o i n t s  inc lude  Hickory Mountain (1285 f e e t ) ,  an unamed peak 
sou theas t  of Norwich Pond ( 1 4 2 0  f e e t ) ,  Norwich H i l l  ( 1 2 4 2  f e e t )  
and Horse H i l l  (1202 f e e t ) .  The on ly  l o c a l  lowlands a r e  t h e  
a l l u v i a l  f l o o d p l a i n s  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  Wes t f i e ld  River  and i t s  
West Branch. The town i s  w e l l  d r a ined  wi th  a l l  s t reams and 
minor r i v e r s  d r a i n i n g  i n t o  t h e  Wes t f ie ld .  There a r e  v i r t u a l l y  
no l o c a l  marshlands. The Wes t f ie ld  River e n t e r s  Huntington 
a t  t h e  Ches te r f ie ld /Hunt ing ton  l i n e  and ex tends  sou th  t h e  l e n g t h  
of t h e  town and e v e n t u a l l y  d r a i n s  i n t o  t h e  Connecticut  River 
a t  t h e  W e s t  Spr ingf  ield/Agawam l i n e .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  included w i t h i n  Murrayf ie ld(Ches te r )  p l a n t a t i o n  
i n  1762 from s e v e r a l  p r i v a t e  g r a n t s  w i th  i t s  e a s t e r n  boundary 
a t  t h e  Northampton West Div is ion  (Westhampton) and i t s  nor thern  
boundary a t  t h e  C h e s t e r f i e l d  l i n e  (1762) .  I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  t h e  Norwich d i s t r i c t  i n  1773 and incorpora ted  a s  a  town 
i n  1786 wi th  i t s  western  boundary a t  t h e  Ches te r  l i n e .  Southeastern  
s e c t i o n  annexed t o  Montgomery i n  1780 and n o r t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  
t o  C h e s t e r f i e l d  i n  1794 a long t h e  North Branch of t h e  Manhan 
River.  Ches te r  V i l l a g e  a long  t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River was annexed 
from Chester  and Blandford i n  1853 and t h e  name changed from 
Norwich t o  Huntington i n  1855. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Huntington i s  an i n d u s t r i a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on t h e  primary 
eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  between S p r i n g f i e l d  and P i t t s f i e l d  wi th  
connect ions  t o  Northampton. I t  is  loca t ed  a long t h e  Wes t f ie ld  
River v a l l e y  i n  t h e  western  uplands wi th  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  s i t e s  
a t  Norwich Pond and a long t h e  f i s h i n g  l o c a t i o n s  of Wes t f ie ld  
v a l l e y .  I t  was s e t t l e d  from Ches te r  by Sco tch - I r i sh  dur ing  
t h e  mid 18 th  cen tu ry  wi th  a  meeting house s i t e  preserved on 
Norwich H i l l  a f t e r  t h e  Revolut ion,  i nc lud ing  some o r i g i n a l  
houses around t h e  town c e n t e r .  Primary development occurred 
du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry ,  cen te red  around t h e  Wes t f ie ld  
v a l l e y  a t  Norwich Bridge and Ches te r  V i l l a g e  (Huntington) wi th  
s e v e r a l  su rv iv ing  Federa l  and Greek Revival  houses a long t h e  
Route 1 1 2  a x i s .  

Rapid development of  Ches te r  V i l l a g e  (Huntington) occurred 
a f t e r  t h e  opening of t h e  Boston and Albany Rai l road  dur ing  
t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod ,  wi th  paper m i l l s  a long t h e  Wes t f ie ld  
River .  Town c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  a  f u l l  range of suburban and workers '  
housing of  Greek Revival  s t y l e  cen te red  around a  min ia ture  
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I V .  

b r i c k  bus iness  d i s t r i c t ,  a l though o r i g i n a l  m i l l s  do no t  su rv ive .  
I n d u s t r i a l  growth cont inued through t h e  l a t e  19 th  cen tury  i n  
Huntington Center wi th  per iod  Queen Anne churches and c i v i c  
bu i ld ings .  Fu r the r  development was maintained a s  highway commercial 
expansion a long Route 20, wi th  Ea r ly  Modern t o u r i s t  c ab ins  
near  t h e  Russe l l  l i n e .  Inc reas ing  use  of upland h i l l s  a s  r ec re -  
a t i o n a l  s i t e s  w i th  summer c o t t a g e s  a t  Norwich Lake and s e v e r a l  
no t ab l e  bungalows a long  t h e  Route 1 1 2  a x i s .  The upper Wes t f ie ld  
River developed a s  t h e  K n i g h t s v i l l e  Reservoi r  be fo re  t h e  Second 
World War, wi th  a  monumental A r t  Deco s t y l e  conc re t e  dam and 
s i m i l a r  per iod  highway b r idge  and school  i n  Huntington Center .  

P re sen t  growth i s  most ev iden t  a s  suburban expansion a long 
t h e  s c e n i c  v i s t a s  of Route 1 1 2  t o  Norwich Pond and Route 66. 
Huntington Center r e t a i n s  some sense  of h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  d e s p i t e  
t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t  and t h e  l o s s  of i n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  a long t h e  Route 20  c o r r i d o r .  The o r i g i n a l  town c e n t e r  
on Norwich H i l l  ma in t a in s  a u t h e n t i c  c h a r a c t e r  a s  meeting house 
h i l l  s i t e ,  preserved by i s o l a t e d  l o c a t i o n .  

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Regional c o r r i d o r  a long t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River t o  t h e  Berkshire  
h i l l s  w i th  connec t ions  t o  t h e  uplands through Eas t  Branch v a l l e y  
of Wes t f ie ld  River .  T r a i l  r o u t e  a long t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River 
appa ren t ly  followed from Woronoco (Wes t f ie ld )  a long t h e  south 
bank a s  Route 20, c r o s s i n g  t o  North bank a t  P i t c h e r  Bridge 
fordway ( i n t a c t )  and cont inu ing  west  a s  F i s k R o a d .  Secondary 
connectors  t o  Norwich Pond and t h e  upper Manhan River (Westhampton) 
l i k e l y  followed a long  E a s t  Branch v a l l e y  a s  Route 1 1 2  t o  t h e  
fordway a t  Norwich Bridge,  con t inu ing  e a s t  a long  t h e  probable  
r o u t e  of  Country Road t o  Pond Brook. Other probable  t r a i l  
r o u t a t o  Norwich fordway a r e  l i k e l y  a s  Montgomery Road and 
North Ches te r  Road. 

B .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The e x i s t i n g  secondary sources  and MHC p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e  inventory 
made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  any n a t i v e  s i t e s .  Native pe r iod  se t t l emen t  
was most l i k e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  smal l  hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  encamp- 
ments s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  town's  uplands and waterways. 
Per iod si tes were probably e s t a b l i s h e d  on o r  over looking t h e  
Wes t f ie ld  River  i n t e r v a l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  near  t h e  junc t ion  
of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  and i t s  western  branch,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
Goss Heights  and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  conf luence of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  
and L i t t l e  Rivers .  Addi t iona l  s i t e s  were l i k e l y  s i t u a t e d  near  
Norwich Pond. 

C .  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

Huntington was probably t h e  s i t e  of n a t i v e  hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  
dur ing  t h e  s p r i n g ,  f a l l  and win te r  months. Hunting l i k e l y  
occurred throughout l o c a l  uplands ,  whi le  t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River and West Branch conf luence,  
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and Norwich Pond were t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  of n a t i v e  f i s h i n g .  The 
town had minimal h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Small n a t i v e  p l o t s  
may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River  i n t e r v a l e .  

D . Observat ions  

Huntington was probably u t i l i z e d  a s  a  resource  a r e a  by t h e  
Norwottucks cen te red  i n  Northampton. Per iod s i t e s  a r e  most 
l i k e l y  t o  surv ive  on t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River i n t e r v a l e s  and ad j acen t  
t o  Norwich Pond. However, s i t e  v i s i b i l i t y  w i l l  probably be 
low because of t h e  shor t - term n a t u r e  of t h e  encampments. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Regional t r a i l  r o u t e s  were maintained t o  t h e  upper Wes t f ie ld  
River ,  wi th  a  pa th  from Northampton a s  Country Road t o  t h e  
Norwich Bridge forway and a s  Route 20-Fiske Ave. from West f ie ld  
t o  P i t c h e r  Bridge fordway. 

B. Popula t ion  

Small n a t i v e  hunt ing and f i s h i n g  bands probably continued t o  
occupy Huntington. The a r e a  lacked a  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  u n t i l  
t h e  l a t e  18 th  cen tury .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Native s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  were probably s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  suggested 
f o r  t h e  Contact  pe r iod .  

Colonia l  s e t t l e m e n t  occurred post-1675, p r i m a r i l y  because of 
t h e  a r e a ' s  absence of good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and i t s  exposure 
t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  

D .  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

There was probably l i t t l e  change i n  n a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  subs i s t ence  
p a t t e r n s .  However, t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of c o l o n i a l  f u r  t r a d e  
cen te red  i n  Wes t f ie ld  and S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1630s and 
e a r l y  1640s l i k e l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  n a t i v e  involvement i n  t h e  Engl i sh  
f u r  t r a d e .  

Colonia l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of Huntington was probably r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  occas iona l  hunt ing.  

E .  Observat ions  

Huntington cont inued t o  remain a  s p a r s e l y  populated upland 
resource  a r e a  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  occupants  of t h e  Connect icut  River 
Val ley.  Th i s  a r e a  may have become a  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  n a t i v e  
t r app ing  of f u r  bear ing  animals because of  t h e  absence of c o l o n i a l  
development. Fu ture  r e sea rch  should c l a r i t y  t h e  Anglo-Indian 
f u r  t r a d e  occu r r ing  i n  t h e  upland a r e a s  of t h e  s tudy  u n i t .  
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V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

There was improvement of r e g i o n a l  connect ions  wi th  t h e  opening 
of Country Road framNorthampton i n  1762 and t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River 
highway (Route 2 0 )  t o  Wes t f ie ld  w i th  c r o s s i n g s  a s  Norwich and 
P i t c h e r  Bridge (Huntington C e n t e r ) .  Establ ishment  of t h e  Norwich 
meeting house i n  1781 c r e a t e d  a  r a d i a l  road system from Norwich 
H i l l ,  i n c lud ing  Emerson Groham, Barr  H i l l ,  Sampson-Tucker, 
Harrow Clark ,  S e a r l e s  and Pisgah Roads. A secondary system 
developed from t h e  Norwich Bridge t o  Montgomery and Chester  
a s  Woodruff H i l l ,  North Chester  and Worthington-Montgomery 
Roads a long Eas t  Branch v a l l e y  wi th  Goss Road extending no r th  
over Hickory Mountain. A s i m i l a r  focus  developed around P i t c h e r  
Bridge (Huntington) wi th  connec t ions  t o  Blandford and Chester  
a s  Basket S t r e e t .  

B. Popula t ion  

Huntington may have had a  smal l  n a t i v e  popula t ion  w e l l  i n t o  
t h e  18 th  cen tury .  The s p a r s e l y  i nhab i t ed  uplands of t h e  Connecticut  
River v a l l e y  s tudy  u n i t  provided a  re fuge  t o  t h e  Connect icut  
River n a t i v e s  who abandoned t h e i r  v a l l e y  h a b i t a t i o n s  du r ing  
King P h i l i p ' s  War and t h e  French and Ind ian  wars of t h e  l a t e  
17 th  and 18 th  c e n t u r i e s .  

There were no popula t ion  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion .  
A l a r g e  number of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  migrated 
from Norwich, Connect icut .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Colonial  s e t t l emen t  of Huntington was s t imu la t ed  wi th  t h e  town's  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  Township # 9 ,  which was so ld  a t  a  p u b l i c  auc t ion  
t o  William Will iams for i f1500 i n  1762. H i s  p r o p r i e t a r y  r i g h t s  
were t r a n s f e r e d  t o  t h r e e  e a s t e r n  Massachusetts  r e s i d e n t s  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r .  Actual  s e t t l emen t  probably took p l ace  i n  1767 o r  1768. 
Between 1767/68 and t h e  end of t h e  pe r iod ,  two smal l  s e t t l emen t  
nodes developed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Norwich Bridge on Woodruff 
H i l l  Road and Worthington County Road and a d j a c e n t  t o  Norwich 
H i l l  and t h e  v i l l a g e  of Norwich on Worthington County Road. 
The s i t e  of t h e  f i r s t  node was e s p e c i a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  because 
of t h e  presence of a  modest t r a c t  of p o t e n t i a l  cropland and 
a  m i l l  power source  ( t h e  Wes t f ie ld  R i v e r ) .  S c a t t e r e d  homes 
were cons t ruc t ed  i n  l o c a t i o n s  such a s  sou theas t e rn  and northwestern 
Huntington. The town lacked a  meeting house; r e s i d e n t s  a t t ended  
t h e  Murrayf ie ld  meeting house i n  p r e s e n t  Chester .  

D .  Economic Base 

Agr i cu l tu re  was t h e  foundat ion of t h e  l o c a l  economy. Livestock 
g raz ing  was emphasized due t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  amount of cropland.  
Extensive  lumbering was probably undertaken i n  t h e  town's  v a s t  
t r a c t s  of woodland. Th i s  pe r iod  witnessed Norwich Br idge ' s  
development a s  t h e  town's  economic c e n t e r .  I s a a c  Mixer e s t a b l i s h e d  
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a t ave rn  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  1769. Mixer bagan ope ra t ion  
of a g r i s t m i l l  d i r e c t l y  oppos i t e  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
bank of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River between 1769 and 1773. A l a t e  
18 th  cen tury  sawmill was b u i l t  on L i t t l e  R iver ,  n o r t h e a s t  of 
Hickory Mountain. A l a t e  18 th  cen tury  saw and g r i s t m i l l  complex 
was cons t ruc t ed  f u r t h e r  no r th  on t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River approximately 
2000 f e e t  sou th  of t h e  Hunt ing ton /Ches te r f ie ld  l i n e .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

There a r e  no e x t a n t  examples f o r  t h i s  per iod .  

F . Observat ions  

Huntington was one of  s e v e r a l  townships e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
Connecticut  River Val ley  s tudy  u n i t  a s  p a r t  of a s e r i e s  of 
land g r a n t s  made t o  King P h i l i p ' s  War and French and Ind ian  
wars v e t e r a n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry .  The town's  absence 
of nuc lea ted  se t t l emen t  was l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  a r e a ' s  rugged 
t e r r a i n .  Huntington was one of t h e  most i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  upland 
communities w i t h i n  t h e  s tudy  u n i t .  The s e t t l e m e n t  probably 
was a major t imber  s u p p l i e r  f o r  Connect icut  River  towns such 
a s  H a t f i e l d  and Northampton. There i s  an e x c e l l e n t  p r o b a b i l i t y  
of  e x t a n t  a r chaeo log ica l  remains of pe r iod  s e t t l e m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  community's t h r e e  m i l l  o p e r a t i o n s .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Development of Ches te r  V i l l a g e  (Huntington) secured improvement 
of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River c o r r i d o r  a s  t h e  Eighth Massachusetts  
Turnpike i n  1799, fo l lowing  Route 20 t o  P i t c h e r  Bridge and 
c ros s ing  a s  FiskeAvenue t o  Ches te r .  Local roads  system remained 
focused around Norwich H i l l  w i th  connect ions  aong Eas t  Bridge 
from Norwich Bridge t o  K n i g h t s v i l l e ,  North Chester  and Montgomery. 

B .  Popula t ion  

Like o t h e r  h i l l  towns such a s  Worthington o r  Middle f ie ld ,  Hunt ington 's  
popula t ion  peaked i n  1810. I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  town r epo r t ed  
968 persans .  By 1830 t h e  f i g u r e  had f a l l e n  t o  795, making 
a growth r a t e  of 7 . 1 %  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1790-1830, t h e  f o u r t h  
lowest  r a t e  i n  t h e  county. 

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The meeting house c e n t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Norwich H i l l  i n  1781 
with  a secondary v i l l a g e  a t  Norwich Bridge on t h e  Wes t f ie ld  
River .  Local  m i l l  s i t e s  developed a t  F a l l e y ' s  Crossroads (Hunt- 
ing ton)  and a t  K n i g h t s v i l l e  on E a s t  Branch of Wes t f ie ld  River .  
Farming expanded on upland v a l e s  around Norwich H i l l  and a long 
t h e  Wes t f ie ld  v a l l e y ,  wi th  lumbering on t h e  h i l l  s l opes .  
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D .  Economic Base 

Most of t h e  town was rough and h i l l y ,  " f i t  only  f o r  g r a z i n g , "  
noted Hayward. Large numbers of sheep and c a t t l e  were pas tured  
he re  be fo re  being s e n t  t o  market.  The es tab l i shment  of a  s t o r e  
and t a v e r n  a t  F a l l e y l s  Crossroads (now Huntington V i l l a g e )  
by about 1800 was followed t h e r e  by a  smal l  15-vat t annery ,  
pos s ib ly  t h e  one opera ted  by Lindsay and Cooley. 

Manufacturing i n  t h e  town was dominated by whets tones  and axes.  
Two scy the  s tone  shops were i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1830 ( E l i s h a  T i l d e n ' s  
employed fou r  men ) ,  and a t  Norwich V i l l a q e  Caleb Hannum made 
axes  and o t h e r  edge t o o l s ,  a  product  f o r  which he was "ce l eb ra t ed"  
between 1815 and h i s  dea th  i n  1825. Joseph Hannum had begun 
making axes  i n  Williamsburg i n  1804. By 1832, t h e r e  were t h r e e  
shops i n  t h a t  town producing $11,600 worth of axes .  The l a r g e s t  
recorded bus ines s  i n  1832 was t h e  t anne ry  of Knight and P o r t e r ,  
a l s o  a t  Norwich Vi l lage lwhich  produced annua l ly  h i d e s  valued 
a t  $3,000. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen houses and c o t t a g e s  of 
t h e  Federa l  pe r iod  s tand  i n  Huntington. Most of t h e s e  a r e  
l oca t ed  no r th  and e a s t  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  town c e n t e r ,  a t  Norwich 
and Norwich Bridge.  A l l  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  observed have c e n t e r  
chimney p l ans ;  t h e s e  i nc lude  bo th  t h r e e  bay wide and f i v e  bay 
wide, c e n t e r  en t r ance  examples. The Solomon B l a i r  House ( ~ a . 1 7 8 0 ) ~  
a  t h r e e  bay c e n t e r  chimney c o t t a g e  on Route 66 a t  Tucker Road, 
i s  probably one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  houses s t and ing  i n  t h e  town. 
Another house, which may d a t e  even e a r l i e r  t han  i t s  1801 d a t e ,  
i s  t h e  Levi Brown House: a t  p r e s e n t  a  c e n t e r  chimney five- 
bay s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  Brown House has  unevenly spaced f e n e s t r a t i o n  
on t h e  facade ,  which may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  house was en la rged  
t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i z e  from a  h a l f  house. One of t h e  f i n e s t  Federal  
houses observed i s  a  pyramidal h i p  r o o f ,  c e n t e r  chimney house 
on Route 20  wi th  f i n e l y  s ca l ed  en t r ance  and window d e t a i l s .  
Per iod houses were noted on Route 20, Worthington, County, 
S e a r l e s  and Pond Brook Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meeting house, probably b u i l t  between 
1778 ( t h e  p a r i s h ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d a t e )  and 1781, was a  " rude ly  
cons t ruc t ed"  ( S y l v e s t e r  1879:514) one-s tory b u i l d i n g  t h a t  s tood 
f o r  on ly  10 yea r s .  I t  was rep laced  i n  1790 by a  two-story 
s t r u c t u r e  wi thout  porches ,  s t e e p l e  o r  b e l f r y .  The 1790 bu i ld ing  
r e t a i n e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  meeting house p lan  wi th  t h e  p u l p i t  
oppos i t e  t h e  en t r ance .  A q i t a t i o n  by women r e s i d i n g  a t  F a l l e y l s  
Corners (now Huntington V i l l a g e )  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a  church t h e r e  i n  1820. Also known t o  have been b u i l t  i n  
t h e  per iod  were seven schoolhouses which appear on t h e  1830 
map. 

Commercial: A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t a v e r n s  opera ted  i n  t h e  per iod :  
t h e  Mixer, Henry (1815-1820) and Hatch Taverns (1825-1840). 
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Only one s u r v i v e s ,  a  double i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l an  
s t r u c t u r e  on Woodruff H i l l  Raod a t  Worthington Road. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Continued improvement of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River c o r r i d o r  from 
t h e  Connecticut  Val ley  t o  t h e  Berksh i res  occurred wi th  t h e  
Western Rai l road  (1842) a long  t h e  n o r t h  bank from Montgomery 
and c r o s s i n g  a t  Chester  V i l l a g e  (Huntington) t o  t h e  sou th  bank 
below P i t c h e r s  Bridge.  Local road system remained focused 
on Norwich Hil l f rom Norwich Bridge,  w i th  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Pond 
Brook Road (Road 66) . 
B.  Popula t ion  

The a r r i v a l  of t hewes t e rn  Rai l road  i n  1841 h a l t e d  Hunt ing ton ' s  
d e c l i n e ,  and wi th  t h e  annexat ion of Ches te r  (now Huntington) 
V i l l a g e  i n  1853, t h e  town was a b l e  t o  show a  45.4% growth r a t e  
f o r  t h e  pe r iod ,  about average f o r  t h e  county,  bu t  no t  a t  a l l  
t y p i c a l  f o r  t h e  h i l l  towns. A f t e r  t h e  peak popula t ion  of 1,216 
i n  1860, however, even t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  proved 
an i n s u f f i c i e n t  a t t r a c t i o n ,  and t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s  aga in  
began t o  d e c l i n e .  I n  1870 t h e  popula t ion  s tood a t  1,156. 

I n  1855 Hunt ing ton ' s  immigrant popula t ion  was 6.3% of i t s  t o t a l  
popula t ion  -- about h a l f  t h e  county average,  bu t  no t  f a r  from 
normal f o r  t h e  h i l l  towns. Of t h i s  number, 72% claimed I r e l a n d  
a s  t h e i r  b i r t h p l a c e .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The c i v i c  c e n t e r  remained on Norwich H i l l  w i th  a  l o c a l  farming 
d i s t r i c t  on t h e  upland v a l e s  and a long t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River 
a t  Norwich Bridge.  Development of F a l l e y ' s  Crossroads  a s  
Ches te r  V i l l a g e  (Huntington) occurred a f t e r  t h e  opening of 
t h e  Western Rai l road  i n  1842 a s  a  paper m i l l  c n e t e r .  A commercial 
d i s t r i c t  formed around t h e  r a i l r o a d  depot  wi th  a  suburban neighborhood 
a long  t h e  sou th  bank of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River  and a  worker ' s  
a r e a  a long t h e  no r th  bank h i l l s .  The c i v i c  focus  r e l o c a t e d  
t o  Chester  V i l l a g e  i n  1860 from Norwich H i l l .  

D .  Economic Base 

Huntington owed i t s  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
per iod  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  Western Rai l road  i n  1841, t h u s  
becoming t h e  f i r s t  town i n  t h e  county t o  b e n e f i t  from t h e  r a i l r o a d .  
Although C o l l i n s  and Wade had b u i l t  a  smal l  c o t t o n  m i l l  a t  
Chester  V i l l a g e  about 1830, it was no t  u n t i l  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  
a r r i v a l  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  r e a l  p r o s p e r i t y  commenced: Melvin 
Copeland began making p l anes  (employed 16)  i n  1841; Al f red  
Copeland made beds teads  beginning a  yea r  l a t e r  (employed 1 5 ) ;  
and Caleb Hannum's sons moved p a r t  of  t h e  axe-making bus iness  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  about 1846 (employed 4 ) .  But t h e  l a r g e s t  new 
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employer was t h e  baske t  f a c t o r y  of  B a r t l e t t  and Will iams,  which 
began ope ra t ions  i n  1850. Fo r ty - f ive  persons  were employed 
by t h e  f i rm ,  a l though i n  1862 t h e  f i rm  r e l o c a t e d  t o  Northampton 
where t hey  became one of t h a t  c i t y ' s  major i n d u s t r i e s .  

Heavy manufacturing was in t roduced t o  Huntington V i l l a g e  wi th  
t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  Greenleaf and Taylor  paper m i l l  i n  
1852. Three y e a r s  l a t e r  i t s  product  of news and book paper 
was valued a t  $50,000, more than  twice  t h e  va lue  of t h e  nex t  
l a r g e s t  i ndus t ry .  The paper m i l l  would remain a  key f e a t u r e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  development. The m i l l  upgraded i t s  product  
i n  1856 t o  f i n e  w r i t i n g  paper.  "For y e a r s , "  an 1880s g a z e t t e e r  
noted,  

t h e  m i l l  has  been famous f o r  t h e  uniformly f i n e  
q u a l i t y  of i t s  goods, and has  run wi th  bu t  l i t t l e  
o r  no i n t e r r u p t i o n  . . . f o r  more than  t h i r t y  
yea r s .  . . . The m i l l  i s  probably t h e  o l d e s t  i n  
Western Massachusetts  now i n  succes s fu l  ope ra t ion .  

I n  t h e  1860s L i t t l e  and S tan ton  opera ted  a  woolen m i l l .  German 
o p e r a t i v e s , a l s o  employed i n  Holyoke woolen m i l l s ,  were s a i d  
t o  be i n s t rumen ta l  i n  i n t roduc ing  t h e  f i r s t  "Marse i l l e s "  bedspreads 
by power loom, though repea ted  f i r e s  l i m i t e d  t h e  l i f e  of t h i s  
ope ra t ion .  

Limited manufacturing d i v e r s i t y  was a l s o  ev iden t  a t  Kn igh t sv i l l e  
and Norwich V i l l a g e .  About 1840 P o r t e r  Knight had taken  over 
an o l d  sawmill a t  what became K n i g h t s v i l l e ,  i n i t i a t i n g  a  t u r n i n g  
works. A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  probably i n  t h e  l a t e  1840s, Elkanah 
and Thomas Ring from Worthington e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  an ex t ens ive  
bus iness  making c h i l d r e n ' s  c a r r i a g e s  and wagons wi th  1 2  employees 
and a  product  worth $12,000 i n  1855. 

A t  Norwich V i l l a g e  were l oca t ed  a  t annery  (operated by Se th  
P o r t e r  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ~ ) ~  g r i s t  m i l l ,  whip s tock  and wheelwright 
shops.  Sawmills and t u r n i n g  m i l l s  p r o l i f e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  pe r iod ,  
wi th  t u r n i n g  shops producing a  v a r i e t y  of wooden bowls, beds teads ,  
and o t h e r  p roduc ts .  (Alfred Copeland's  bedstead f a c t o r y  was 
t h e  second l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  town i n  1855 i n  terms of product  
va lue .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A t  l e a s t  two dozen houses of t h e  pe r iod  su rv ive  
i n  Huntington. These inc lude  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Norwich and Norwich 
Bridqe a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  town c e n t e r  of  Huntington V i l l a g e ,  
which was developed l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  Ea r ly  and La te  I n d u s t r i a l  
pe r iods .  No one p l a n  type  predominates and c o t t a g e s  and houses 
were observed i n  roughly equa l  numbers. Cen t r a l  and double 
chimney c o t t a g e s  and houses i n  t h e  Greek Revival  s t y l e  were 
probably being b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  1850s; t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l an  d i d  
not  appear t o  have been int roduced much before  1855. Most 
of t h e  c e n t e r  and double chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l an  s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  no r the rn ,  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a ,  whi le  l a t e  
s i d e h a l l  p l an  Greek Revival  and I t a l i a n a t e  houses and c o t t a g e s  
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a r e  concent ra ted  around Huntington Vi l l age .  Of no te  a r e  a 
p a i r  of temple f r o n t  s i d e h a l l  Greek Revival  houses on Route 
20 a t  Huntington V i l l a g e ,  a  double chimney five-bay Greek Revival 
house wi th  f re twork around t h e  door and a pyramidal h i p  roofed 
Greek Revival  house wi th  wide p i l a s t e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  facade.  
The temple f r o n t  and wide p i l a s t e r e d  houses a l l  seem t o  d a t e  
from t h e  l a t e  1850s. Columns on both temple f r o n t  houses a r e  
vaguely Egyptian Revival  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and a r e  octagonal  i n  
p l an ,  t a p e r i n g  t o  simple l o t u s - l i k e  c a p i t a l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  these  houses,  s e v e r a l  t h r e e  s t o r y  tenement b u i l d i n g s  were 
b u i l t  on Blandford Road i n  t h e  pe r iod ;  bo th  a r e  of frame cons t ruc t ion  
and s i x  o r  e i g h t  bays i n  l eng th .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t h i r d  and p r e s e n t  meeting house of t h e  
F i r s t  Congregational  Church was b u i l t  a t  Norwich i n  1841; t h i s  
i s  a one-s tory Greek Revival  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a two-stage square  
b e l f r y  and s p i r e .  The focus  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s h i f t e d  t o  Huntington V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  per iod .  Among t h e  churches 
b u i l t  t h e r e  were a Union Church (1836; c i t e d  a s  1826 i n  - The 
Hampshire H i s to ry ,  Wikander -- e t  a l . ,  e d . ,  1964) and t h e  f i r s t  
(1847 o r  1849) and second (1862 o r  1869) churches of t h e  Second 
Congregational  Soc ie ty  (organized 1846 o r  1849) .  Other churches 
organized i n  t h e  per iod  were t h e  B a p t i s t  (1852) and Ca tho l i c  
( f i r s t  m e t  1853) churches.  Of t h e s e ,  only  t h e  Second Congregational  
Church, a two-story Romanesque Revival  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a c e n t r a l  
s p i r e ,  s t i l l  s t ands .  I t  has  been a Masonic and Grange Ha l l  
s i n c e  t h e  1920s. The only school  of  t h e  per iod  known t o  surv ive  
( t h e r e  were n ine  d i s t r i c t s  i n  1857) i s  a smal l ,  two-bay by 
three-bay s ide-en te red  frame schoolhouse on Woodruff H i l l  Road 
a t  Norwich Bridge.  

Commercial: Seve ra l  commercial b u i l d i n g s  be l ieved  t o  be of 
t h e  per iod  su rv ive  a t  Huntington V i l l a g e .  These a r e  a double 
i n t e r i o r  chimney Greek Revival  t a v e r n  w i t h  two s t o r y  verandas ,  
on Route 2 0 ,  and two two-story frame Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  
s t o r e s  ( ca .  1870) on Blandford Road. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  North H a l l ,  a  two-story,six-bay long u t i l i t a r i a n  
b u i l d i n g  on S e a r l e s  Raod, appears  t o  have been b u i l t  a s  an 
i n d u s t r i a l  bu i ld ing .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  Transpor t a t i on  Routes 

There was continued improvement of t h e  Wes t f ie ld  River c o r r i d o r  
wi th  t h e  s t r e e t  ra i lway  expansion from West f ie ld  and Russell  
t o  Huntington Center a long Route 2 0  by 1904. Fu r the r  ex tens ion  
of t h e  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  P i t t s f i e l d  occurred wi th  t h e  Berksh i re  
S t r e e t  Rai lway 's  Huckleberry Route i n  1915 wi th  a roadbed up 
Blandford H i l l ,  s t i l l  i n t a c t  (Curnrnings, Berksh i re  1972:119). 

B. Popula t ion  

Hunt ington 's  popula t ion  showed an o v e r a l l  growth r a t e  f o r  t h e  
per iod  of 23.4%, about h a l f  t h e  county average,  bu t  w e l l  above 
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the declining figures of the neighboring hill towns. Virtually 
al.lof this growth, however, occurred between 1875 and the early 
1890s. After 1900 the population again began falling, reaching 
1,427 in 1915. 

In 1880 the percentage of foreign-born was less than four points 
behind the county average, with Irish and French Canadians 
making up the bulk of the immigrants. Twenty-five years later, 
the percentage had slipped to 10 points behind the county average, 
with the same immigrant groups still dominant. 

Settlement Patterns 

There was continued expansion of Chester Village (Huntington) 
as the civic and economic center with the commercial district 
around the depot and a suburban neighborhood along the Westfield 
River axis. Secondary villages were maintained along the East 
Branch of the Westfield River at Norwich Bridge and Knightsville 
with an upland farming area on Norwich Hill. 

D. Economic Base 

The two major manufacturing concerns to prosper in the Late 
Industrial period were both at Huntington Village: the Highland 
Mills, built about 1870 on the site of Little & Stanton's earlier 
woolen mill; and the Chester Paper Company. The former employed 
100 hands in making fancy cassimeres; the latter, 75 hands. 
In 1908 the Highland Mills were sold to William M. Lovering 
of Taunton, who operated the factory as a worsted weaving and 
finishing plant until 1929. 

Other small shops included an edge-tool factory at the mouth 
of Butolph Brook by W. P. Williams in 1875. The record of 
other new industrial activity in this period is scarce. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: Almost all of the period's construction activity 
took place at Huntington Village. Several residential blocks 
north of Worthington Road and just east of the Westfield River 
bridqe were built up with modest sized, well detailed Italianate, 
Stick Style and Queen Anne frame houses. Most of these are 
embellished sidehall plan structures with large side ells, 
proches and bays. Of note is a Stick Style house on Pleasant 
Street with board and batten siding and gable stickwork. Similar 
development occurred along Route 20 west of the bridge. Workers' 
cottages and tenements are relatively few in number and are 
not confined to a single area or neighborhood. 

Institutional: Institutional construction included the building 
of Saint Thomas Aquinas Church in 1881 and of the Baptist (now 
Federated) Church in ca.1910. Saint Thomas is a two-and-a- 
half story Stick Style/Queen Anne structure with a central 
entrance tower with spire. The Baptist Church is an asymmetrical 
plan shingled Colonial Revival building with an offset tower 
with spire. Other activity included the founding of the High 
School in 1888, the construction of a high school in 1907, 
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and the building of the first Murrayfield School in 1892; neither 
building is known to survive. 

Commercial: Several large brick and frame commercial buildings 
were constructed at Huntington Village in the period. These 
include the three-story Panel Brick Heath Block (1879) and 
the Victorian Italianate commercial buildings on Worthington 
Road with three-bay center entrance facades, two-story verandas 
and bracketted eaves. 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. Transportation Routes 

There was abandonment of trolley routes to Westfield and Lee 
and improvement of the Westfield River corridor as the primary 
auto road from Springfield to Pittsfield, designated as U. 
S. Route 20; a monumental concrete Art Deco design bridge at 
Huntington (1939) replaced the Main Street crossing lost in 
a 1938 flood. The development of the Knightsville Reservoir 
created a north-south highway as Route 112 with bridges over 
East Branch (1940) and a secondary connector to Northampton 
along Pond Brook as Route 66. 

B. Population 

Huntington's population declined from 1,427 to 1,340 persons 
during the period, a characteristic of most Hampshire County 
rural towns. This decline was not steady, however: in each 
of the five-year intervals 1920-1925 and 1930-1935 the town 
gained over 100 new residents. This pattern was also observed 
in other towns, including the hill towns of Chesterfield and 
Goshen, and the valley towns Amherst and Hadley. 

C. Settlement Patterns 

Huntington (Chester Village) was maintained as the civic and 
economic focus with commercial expansion along Route 20 to 
Russell. Recreational development of Norwich Pond as modest 
summer resort and the flooding of the upper Westfield valley 
for the Knightsville Reservoir (1942). 

D. Economic Base 

Until 1929 the Highland Mills, employing 160 hands, remained 
Huntington's largest industry, producing high-grade fancy 
men's wear worsted cloth, women's wear, and automotive upholstery 
fabrics. With the closing of the plant in the summer of that 
year, local citizens formed the Huntington Manufacturing Company 
to continue running the plant. 

In 1899 the American Writing Paper Company, the giant paper 
trust that included 16 Holyoke mills, was formed, absorbing 
the Huntington mill as the Chester Paper Company Division. 
Apparently after the disaster of the 1921 postwar depression, 
Chapin & Gould, the pioneer paper makers of Russell, took over 
operation of the mill. In 1929 the mill still employed 120 men. 
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Among agricultural products, potatoes, ensilage, dairy and poultry 
products by 1937 were the chief sources of income. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: Limited residential construction occurred in 
the 1920s: one and one-and-a-half story cottages and bungalows 
for year-round use were built along Russell Road (Route 20) 
and on Fiske Avenue at Huntington Village, while numerous small 
summer cottages were built around Norwich Pond. At least one 
two-story pyramidal hip roof Colonial Revival house (on Pleasant 
Street) was built of concrete blocks; other pyramidal hip roof 
Colonial Revival houses were built along Route 20. 

Institutional: Very little institutional construction occurred 
in the period. The first Murrayfield School was enlarged in 
1930 to accomodate students of the remaining district schools, 
all of which were discontinued by 1931. In 1940, the present 
Murrayfield School, a one-and-a-half story brick Georgian Revi- 
val/Moderne building, was built after the first school burned. 
The present Town Hall was not constructed until 1955. 

Commercial: The Diamant Block, a utilitarian brick Georgian 
Revival building at the town center, was constructed in 1919 
and is one of the few commercial buildings of the period. 
Other small commercial buildings were constructed on Route 
20 in the 1920s,most of these automobile-related. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General: Huntington's survey is only partially complete. The 
only inventoried properties are a few of the town's earliest 
(1780-1830) houses and cottages, primarily those located at 
the crossroads of County and Tucker Roads and at Pond Brook 
and Worthington Roads. Remaining to be inventoried are all 
residential buildings at Norwich, Norwich Bridge and Huntington 
as well as the town's institutional, commercial and industrial 
structures. 
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