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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE : SEPTEMBER 1982 - - --- COMMUNITY: HATFIELD 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY -- 
H a t f i e l d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  Va l l ey .  The e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  town c o n s i s t s  of f l o o d p l a i n  and g l a c i a l  l a k e  bottom. 
The former d e l i n e a t e s  an  e a r l i e r  c o u r s e  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
and e x t e n d s  w e s t  from t h e  p r e s e n t  wes te rn  bank of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
t o  a  t e r r a c e  t h a t  i s  t h e  remains  of a  p o r t i o n  of g l a c i a l  Lake 
Hitchcock.  Th i s  p r e h i s t o r i c  l a k e  fo l lowed  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  
Connec t i cu t  R i v e r  from c e n t r a l  C o n n e c t i c u t  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Vermont 
where i t  jo ined  w i t h  Lake Upham. S e a t e d  on t h e  l a k e  b e d ' s  wes tern  
p e r i p h e r y  and c o v e r i n g  t h e  remainder  of H a t f i e l d  i s  a  complex of 
s m a l l ,  rugged up lands .  E l e v a t i o n s  r a n g e  from 250 f e e t  on t h e  upland's 
e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  t o  s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  700 f e e t  a t  t h e  H a t f i e l d /  
Wil l iamsburg l i n e .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  River  d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  town ' s 
e a s t e r n  boundary s e p a r a t i n g  i t  from Hadley. Hatf i e l d ' s  uplands  a r e  
d r a i n e d  by Running G u t t e r  which f lows  i n t o  t h e  M i l l  R ive r .  The 
l a t t e r  waterway d r a i n s  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of town and f lows  i n t o  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  e a s t  of Canary I s l a n d .  Hatf i e l d ' s  on ly  b o d i e s  of 
f r e s h w a t e r  c o n s i s t  of G r e a t  Pond, t h e  v e s t i g e s  of an  e a r l y  meander 
of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Mountain S t r e e t  R e s e r v o i r  
s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  town 's  n o r t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r .  Loca l  s o i l s  c o n s i s t  of 
t h e  r i c h  a l luv ium of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  f l o o d p l a i n  and t h e  g r a v e l l y  
loam of t h e  up lands .  

11. POLITICAL -- BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of Nonotuck g r a n t  f o r  Northampton i n  1653 i n c l u d i n g  
sou thwes t  s e c t i o n  t o  Capawonk meadows ( M i l l  R iver) .  Connec t i cu t  
R ive r  meadowland g r a n t e d  a s  p a r t  of Hadley p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1658 wi th  
Northampton boundary a t  Halfway Brook ( I n d i a n  F o r t ) ,  l a t e r  d e f i n e d  
i n  1720. Descr ibed a s  Hadley W e s t  S i d e  by 1660 w i t h  meetinghouse 
by 1668 and e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town of H a t f i e l d  i n  1670. Western h i l l  
land purchased a s  H a t f i e l d  A d d i t i o n  i n  1695 and e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
Wil l iamsburg i n  1771. Nor thern  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Whately i n  
1771 w i t h  boundary a t  p r e s e n t  F r a n k l i n  County l i n e .  Western 
boundary d e f i n e d  i n  1845 w i t h  annex exchange from Will iamsburg.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW -- 
H i s t o r i c  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i v e r  town on pr imary  nor th - sou th  c o r r i d o r  
between Northampton and G r e e n f i e l d .  Located a l o n g  w e s t  bank of 
C o n n e c t i c u t  River  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  s i tes  documented a long  
Capawonk meadows n e a r  M i l l  R i v e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  
f o r t i f i e d  s i t e  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t a c t  a t  Halfway Brook on Northampton 
l i n e  ( E l m  Cour t )  . E a r l y  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  from Hadley by mid 1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  town p l a n  a s  H a t f i e l d  Plain S t r e e t  and 
o r i g i n a l  bury ing  ground w i t h  m i l l  s i t e  a long  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  ( M i l l  
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R i v e r )  . A g r i c u l t u r e  developed a s  pr imary  economic a c t i v i t y  a long 
f e r t i l e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  meadowland d u r i n g  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  w i t h  
s e t t l e m e n t  of wes te rn  u p l a n d s  r e t a r d e d  by n a t i v e  a t t a c k s  a f t e r  King 
P h i l i p b  War, i n c l u d i n g  r e p o r t e d  p a l l i s a d e d  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  around 
town c e n t e r .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  remained a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  th rough  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
w i t h  c i v i c  f o c u s  a t  H a t f i e l d  Cen te r  and bury ing  ground a t  M i l l  R iver  
w i t h  p e r i o d  s t o n e s .  Some wel l -p rese rved  mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses 
remain on v i l l a g e  s t ree t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a u t h e n t i c  examples of Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y  doorways and f ragments  of o r i g i n a l  meetinghouse (now 
d i sassembled)  . Lowland farming con t inued  through F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
w i t h  g r a d u a l  expans ion  of H a t f i e l d  C e n t e r  a s  s t ree t  v i l l a g e  i n c l u d i n g  
s e v e r a l  p e r i o d  houses  and p o s s i b l e  b a r n s  a long  Elm-Main S t r e e t s  
a x i s  and p e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  King S t r e e t  a x i s  i n  North H a t f i e l d .  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  of commercial tobacco  d u r i n g  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f o s t e r e d  
l o c a l  p r o s p e r i t y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  examples of suburban 
I t a l l a n a t e  and Mansard houses  i n  Hatf i e l d  Cen te r  and w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  
se t  of cupoled  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  a t  B r a d s t r e e t  v i l l a g e .  Regional  
r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  c r e a t e d  d e p o t  v i l l a g e s  a t  W e s t  and Nor th  
H a t f i e l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v i n g  f r e i g h t  shed and r e l a t e d  Greek Revival  
hous ing w i t h  unusua l  high-peaked roof  examples.  Loca l  i n d u s t r i a l  
expans ion a t  M i l l  R ive r  s i t e  w i t h  r e s t o r e d  wooden f a c t o r y  and 
i m p r e s s i v e  V i c t o r i a n  b r i c k  mansion on E l m  S t r e e t  and b r i c k  academy 
a t  H a t f i e l d  Cen te r .  Expansion of tobacco  farming c o n t i n u e d  on 
C o n n e c t i c u t  lowland th rough  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  many p o t e n t i a l  
p e r i o d  b a r n s  a l o n g  King and P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t s .  Development of a u t o  
highway c o r r i d o r  a long  Route 5-10 d u r i n g  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  w i t h  
i n t a c t  c o n c r e t e  g a r a g e s  a t  North H a t f i e l d  and H a t f i e l d  C e n t e r ,  and 
e a r l y  motor c o u r t  nea r  W e s t  H a t f i e l d .  

P r e s e n t  development most  e v i d e n t  a l o n g  I n t e r s t a t e  9 1  from Northampton 
t o  West H a t f i e l d  w i t h  suburban i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion a long  r a i l r o a d  
c o r r i d o r .  H a t f i e l d  C e n t e r  r e t a i n s  remarkable  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  
w i t h  l i t t l e  obv ious  commercial i n t r u s i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  
p e r i o d  houses show s i g n s  of d i s r e p a i r .  S i m i l a r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  
e v i d e n t  a t  B r a d s t r e e t  V i l l a g e  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  rem2ining a s  primary 
a c t i v i t y .  However, f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  of tobacco  farming poses  
s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of open l a n d s c a p e ,  w h i l e  some e r o s i o n  
of h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  i s  a l r e a d y  e v i d e n t  around M i l l  R ive r  f a c t o r y  s i t e .  

CONTACT P E R I O D  -- 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Impor tan t  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  Va l l ey  between 
w e s t e r n  uplands .  Pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  documented a s  S t r a i t s  
Road from Pocumtuck ( D e e r f i e l d )  a round edge  of G r e a t  Pond a s  former 
r i v e r  meander (Temple, H i s t o r y  of Whately,  1872, p.  120) . From 
G r e a t  Pond main t r a i l  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed s o u t h  a s  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  
t o  Capawonk fordway a t  M i l l  R ive r  and con t inued  a long  r i v e r  t e r r a c e  
a s  E l m  S t r e e t  t o  Nonotuck (Northampton) . Connect ing  t r a i l s  from 
h i g h l a n d s  appear  l i k e l y  a s  King S t r e e t  (Nor th  H a t f i e l d )  and p o s s i b l e  
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Dwight S t r e e t  a long  Running G u t t e r  t o  Horse Mountain and Beaver 
Brook (Wil l iamsburg)  . I t  i s  a l s o  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  branch t r a i l s  
connected w i t h  M i l l  R ive r  fordway t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f i s h i n g  
s i t e s  ( H a t f i e l d  Main S t r e e t )  . 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

H a t f i e l d  had no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i tes .  However, t h e r e  was 
p robab ly  e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  ex tend ing  
e a s t  from t h e  f o o t  of t h e  Rocks t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  r o u g h l y  demarcated by E l m  S t r e e t ,  
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  and North S t r e e t .  These f e r t i l e  lowlands would 
have been ex t remely  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  n a t i v e s  because  of t h e i r  
e x c e l l e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  F o c a l  p o i n t s  of  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  l i k e l y  w e r e  t h e  t e r r a c e  over look ing  t h e  conf luence  
of t h e  M i l l  and C o n n e c t i c u t  r i v e r s  and t h e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  a l l u v i a l  
f l o o d p l a i n  e x t e n d i n g  from t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of H a t f i e l d  t o  t h e  
town:'s s o u t h e r n  boundary. Two undated  n a t i v e  and a  s i n g l e  Woodland 
p e r i o d  s i t e  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  on and immediately below t h e  t e r r a c e .  
A d d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p r o b a b l y  took p l a c e  e a s t  of p r e s e n t  
G r e a t  Pond and i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  H a t f i e l d  a s  sugges ted  by t h e  p resence  
of one Woodland and s e v e r a l  undated  n a t i v e  s i t es .  Some p e r i o d  
s i tes  may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  p i n e  p l a i n s  w e s t  of S t r a i t s  
Road and P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  Smal l  shont-tern hun t ing  camps w e r e  
l i k e l y  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  rugged uplands  of wes te rn  H a t f i e l d .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Nat ive  h o r t i c u l t u r e  focused  on t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e a s t  of G r e a t  Pond, e a s t  of P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  and s o u t h  
of E l m  S t r e e t .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  and M i l l  R i v e r s  w e r e  r i c h  s o u r c e s  
of f i s h  such a s  shad and salmon. Na t ive  f i s h i n g  probably  focused 
a t  t h e  conf luence  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and M i l l  R i v e r s ,  t h e  M i l l  
R iver  F a l l s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  
and G r e a t  Pond. Hunting l i k e l y  o c c u r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  p i n e  
p l a i n s  and t h e  up lands  w e s t  of Route 5/10. 

D. Obse rva t ions :  

H a t f i e l d ' s  v a r i e d  r e s o u r c e  base  would have been c a p a b l e  of s u p p o r t i n g  
a  l a r g e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The l o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was p a r t  of t h e  
h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y ,  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t ' s  n a t i v e  populace .  The H a t f i e l d  a r e a  probably  f e l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  t e r r i t o r y  overseen  by t h e  Norwotucks, a  n a t i v e  group c e n t e r e d  
i n  Northampton and Hadley. R e g i o n a l l y ,  they  appeared  t o  be  l o o s e l y  
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Pocumtucks, t h e  dominant group of w e s t e r n  
Massachuse t t s .  There i s  a  good p r o b a b i l i t y  of e x t a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r i n g  th roughou t  t h e  
f l o o d p l a i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s u s p e c t e d  f o c a l  p o i n t  of n a t i v e  occu- 
p a t i o n  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  H a t f i e l d .  However, p e r i o d i c  f l o o d i n g  and 
t h e  c o n s t a n t  e r o s i o n  of  t h e  w e s t e r n  bank of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
has  undoubtedly d e s t r o y e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n s  of p e r i o d  s i t e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  on o r  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r .  The r i v e r f r o n t  should  be  r e g u l a r l y  
moni tored  f o r  e r o d i n g  n a t i v e  s i tes .  
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PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. -- T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Main n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  from Norotuck t o  Pocumtuck improved a s  
Northampton-Deerf ield p a t h  a l o n g  E lm-Prospec t -S t ra i t s  Roads wi th  
fordway a t  M i l l  R i v e r .  Formation of H a t f i e l d  town c e n t e r  (1661) 
e s t a b l i s h e d  l o c a t i o n  of Main S t r e e t  a long  r i v e r  t e r r a c e  w i t h  
c o n n e c t i n g  highways from M i l l  R ive r  fordway a s  C h e s t n u t ,  School  
and King S t r e e t s .  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f e r r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  Hadley 
from South  S t r e e t  l a n d i n g  (by 1 6 7 0 ? ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

There w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  By t h e  end 
of 1661, t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  of c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  approx i -  
ma te ly  17 c o l o n i a l  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d  i n  H a t f i e l d .  Th i s  f i g u r e  had 
a lmos t  doubled  t o  30 f a m i l i e s  i n  1670. F u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  growth 
took place by 1675 w i t h  t h e  community c o n s i s t i n g  of 50 f a m i l i e s .  
Most of t h e  H a t f i e l d  se t t l e r s  w e r e  former H a r t f o r d  and W e t h e r s f i e l d ,  
Connec t i cu t  and Northampton r e s i d e n t s .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  remained s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
sugges ted  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  However, 
even w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1661, t h e  l o c a l  
n a t i v e s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  much of  t h e  H a t f i e l d  a r e a .  I n  t h e  
1660 s a l e  of l o c a l  n a t i v e  l a n d ,  t h e  n a t i v e  occupan t s  r e t a i n e d  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  erect wigwams on t h e  commons, p l a n t ,  h u n t  and f i s h .  

H a t f i e l d ' s  c o l o n i a l  community was p lanned and n u c l e a t e d .  I n i t i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  was preceded by t h e  ass ignment  of house l o t s  of f o u r  o r  
e i g h t  a c r e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p r i e t o r s .  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was con- 
f i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  of Main S t r e e t .  The f i r s t  
homes were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1661 on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  a t  
i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Maple S t r e e t  and on t h e  lower h a l f  of t h e  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  between i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  School  
S t r e e t  and Maple S t r e e t .  The s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  fo l lowed extended n o r t h  
of t h e s e  homes a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  of Main S t r e e t  s l i g h t l y  above t h e  
s t r e e t ' s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Nor th  S t r e e t .  The town's  f i r s t  meeting-  
house was e r e c t e d  i n  c.1668 s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l  church  (approx imate ly  500' s o u t h  of Main and Schoo l  S t r e e t  
j u n c t i o n )  . I t  i s  r e p u t e d  t h e  f i r s t  b u r i a l s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  e a s t  of 
t h e  1668 meetinghouse i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  bank of t h e  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  
( S y l v e s t e r  1879: I ,  397) . The b u r i a l  ground s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
of E l m  and P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t s  p robab ly  was n o t  l a i d  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  
l a t e  1 6 7 0 ' s .  

D. Economic Base: 

A s  mentioned above,  l o c a l  n a t i v e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  
f i s h i n g  and hun t ing  i n  t h e  H a t f i e l d  a r e a .  The appearance  of c o l o n i a l  
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r e s i d e n t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Anglo-Indian t r a d e .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  economy. Crop 
p r o d u c t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  of wheat ,  c o r n ,  o a t s  and f l a x .  
Crop p r o d u c t i o n  and l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  took p l a c e  on i n d i v i d u a l  
home l o k s  and t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  e a s t  of North/Prospect /Elm S t r e e t s .  
Local  r e s i d e n t s  f i s h e d  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r .  The town under-  
went l i m i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  development.  Thomas Meekins b u i l t  a  g r i s t  
m i l l  i n  c .  1661 on t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  M i l l  R ive r  immediately e a s t  
of i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  The m i l l ,  for s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  
s e r v e d  t h e  needs  of b o t h  H a t f i e l d  and Hadley r e s i d e n t s .  Th i s  
o p e r a t i o n  was fo l lowed  by a  sawmil l  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Meekins i n  
c.1669 on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  n e a r  t h e  g r i s t m i l l .  The town had com- 
m e r c i a l  t i es  w i t h  Boston and r i v e r  towns s o u t h  o f  H a t f i e l d .  
Local  p r o d u c t s  such  a s  g r a i n ,  wool ,  wool o r  f l a x  y a r n ,  c l o t h  and 
pork  w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e s e  commercial c e n t e r s  i n  exchange f o r  manu- 
f  a c t u r e d  goods.  These t r a d e  c o n t a c t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Pynchons of 
S p r i n g f i e l d .  The f i r s t  ev idence  of t r a d e  w i t h  n a t i v e s  invo lved  
Zachar iah  F i e l d  who was t r a d i n g  p r i o r  t o  1664 ( S y l v e s t e r  1879 : I ,  387) . 
E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  H a t f i e l d ' s  f i r s t  houses ,  most 
of  which w e r e  b u i l t  a long  Main S t r e e t  i n  t h e  1660s. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  
however, t o  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  most w e r e  s i m p l e r  t h a n  t h e  parsonage  
b u i l t  f o r  t h e  Reverand Hope A t h e r t o n  i n  1669. The s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g  
d e s c r i p t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h a t  house had d imensions  o f  4 0 '  x  2 0 1 ,  
was two s t o r i e d  and had a  seven f o o t  s q u a r e  p o r c h ,  a l s o  probably  of 
two s t o r i e s .  End g a b l e s  w e r e  t o  be  adorned w i t h  pyramids ( p i n n a c l e s ? )  
and c o r n i c e s .  With i t s  two s t o r y ,  two room p l a n ,  porch  and 
o rnamenta t ion ,  t h e  Parsonage  was t y p i c a l  of l a r g e r  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
houses b u t  p robab ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  h i g h  s t y l e  s t a n d a r d  i n  t h e  town. 

I n s i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was a  s m a l l ,  s imple  s t r u c t u r e ,  
t h i r t y  f e e t  s q u a r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1668. The r o o f ,  which i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  
be ing  f o u r  s i d e d  and f l a t  on t o p ,  p robab ly  took t h e  form of a  
pyramidal  h i p  w i t h  deck.  

F .  Observa t ions :  

Hatf i e l d '  s c o l o n i a l  community had one of  t h e  e a r l i e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  
complexes and some of t h e  most  p r o d u c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  However, t h e  development of 
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b a s e  was probably  h indered  by t h e  
ownership of a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of l o c a l  farmland by Hadley 
r e s i d e n t s .  V e s t i g e s  of H a t f i e l d ' s  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  may s t i l l  
s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  modera te ly  developed v i l l a g e  of H a t f i e l d .  The s i t e  
of t h e  Meekins m i l l  complex shou ld  be examined f o r  any a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  s i n c e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was an  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of t h e  economies 
of H a t f i e l d  and Hadley. 
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V I  . COLONIAL P E R I O D  .(1675-1775) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued expans ion  of highway system from H a t f i e l d  Cen te r  w i t h  
e x t e n s i o n  of Main S t r e e t  around G r e a t  Pond t o  B r o a d s t r e e t  Road 
and l o c a l  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  t o  North Hadley from King S t r e e t  l and ing .  
Development of r o a d  system i n  wes te rn  h i l l  l and  w i t h  nor th - sou th  
highway from Whately a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  a s  P a n t r y  Road (Route 5-10) , 
and e a s t - w e s t  connec to r  a c r o s s  up lands  a s  Rocks Road and Mountain 
S t r e e t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Most, i f  n o t  a l l ,  t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  abandoned H a t f i e l d  
a t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of King P h i l i p ' s  War i n  1675. The remaining n a t i v e  
populace  c o n s i s t e d  of no more t h a n  s m a l l  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  bands. 

By 1678, t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o n s i s t  of  300-350 
r e s i d e n t s .  H a t f i e l d  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  803 i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  1765 
( i n c l u d e d  p r e s e n t  Whately , Will iamsburg)  . T h i s  f i g u r e  dropped t o  
582 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776. The p o p u l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e  was l a r g e l y  due t o  
t h e  l o s s  of p r e s e n t  Whately which was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1771. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Post-1675 n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  was p robab ly  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s m a l l ,  
s h o r t - t e r m  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  camps e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  town 's  
wes te rn  p e r i p h e r y .  The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  underwent c o n s i d e r a b l e  
expans ion d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  d e s p i t e  t h e  upheaval  of t h e  
I n d i a n  Wars. S e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  
f l o o d p l a i n .  Between t h e  l a t e  1 6 7 0 ' s  and t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  new homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w e s t  and n o r t h  of  t h e  pr imary  
s e t t l e m e n t  node. The l a t e  1 6 7 0 ' s  wi tnessed  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  
f i r s t  homes on E l m  S t r e e t .  By t h e  l a t e  1 6 8 0 1 s ,  a  secondary  se t t le-  
ment node had developed on E l m  S t r e e t ;  it extended a long  t h e  s t ree t  
from i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  1000'  w e s t .  Expansion of 
t h e  town ' s  pr imary  s e t t l e m e n t  node o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1680 ' s  and 
1 6 9 0 ' s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  homes on t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  of School  
S t r e e t .  The town ' s  second (c.  1701) and t h i r d  (c.  1750) meetinghouses 
w e r e  b u i l t  w i t h i n  t h i s  node i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  c.1668 
f a c i l i t y .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  of nor theas tern  H a t f i e l d  occur red  i n  
c.1700 w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of homes i n  and around t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
B r a d s t r e e t .  L a t e r  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  B r a d s t r e e t  a r e a  
s p i l l e d  over  i n t o  p r e s e n t  Whately. 

The I n d i a n  wars of  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s  had 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  impact  on t h e  community' s p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s .  
A series of p a l l i s a d e s  and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  w e r e  b u i l t  around t h e  town 
c e n t e r  and a  number of i n d i v i d u a l  homes between 1675 and 1703. The 
f i r s t  p a l l i s a d e  was b u i l t  i n  1675 and e n c l o s e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
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pr imary  s e t t l e m e n t  node. I t s  s o u t h e r n  and n o r t h e r n  bounds w e r e  
s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  of t h e  Main S t ree t /Maple  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  and 
immedia te ly  s o u t h  of t h e  Cen te r  Schoo l ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The 
w e s t e r n  and e a s t e r n  l i n e s  p a r a l l e l e d  Main S t r e e t  and were approx i -  
mate ly  200' w e s t  and e a s t  of t h e  s t ree t .  The p a l l i s a d e  was extended 
f u r t h e r  n o r t h  i n  1678 and 1690 s o  t h a t  i t s  n o r t h e r n  bounds were 
approximate ly  500'  n o r t h  of School  S t r e e t  and roughly  i n  l i n e  w i t h  
t h e  Main S t r e e t / N o r t h  S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
s e v e r a l  homes w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  p a l l i s a d e ,  on E l m  S t r e e t  
and i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  H a t f i e l d  w e r e  f o r t i f i e d  i n  1690 and 1703. The 
community was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d  h i t  d u r i n g  t h e  Anglo-Indian f i g h t i n g  
t h a t  occur red  between 1675 and 1677. Twenty-seven r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  
k i l l e d  and o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t '  s homes w e r e  d e s t r o y e d .  

D. Economic Base: 

The community ' s economy s u f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y .  Large numbers of l i v e s t o c k  were d e s t r o y e d  w h i l e  c r o p  
p r o d u c t i o n  dropped d r a m a t i c a l l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  H a t f i e l d  i n c u r r e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  war d e b t s .  However, by t h e  f i r s t  decade of  1 8 t h  
c e n t r u y  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  economy showed s i g n s  o f  r e c o v e r i n g .  
I n c r e a s e d  emphasis  was p l a c e d  on sheep and hog p r o d u c t i o n .  Local  
hogs w e r e  s o l d  t o  r i v e r  towns s o u t h  o f  H a t f i e l d .  Turpen t ine  was 
s e n t  e a s t  t o  Boston f o r  d i s t i l l a t i o n .  By t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
r y e  was s o l d  a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  P rov idence ,  Rhode I s l a n d .  H a t f i e l d  
underwent moderate i n d u s t r i a l  development.  John Graves e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  mal thouse  i n  c.1693 on E l m  S t r e e t  w e s t  o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  wi th  
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  John F i t c h  began o p e r a t i o n  of a  l i n s e e d  o i l  m i l l ,  
r e p u t e d l y  t h e  f i r s t  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n  c.1735 on Running G u t t e r  
s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  of i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Broad Brook. A pre-1736 c i d e r  
m i l l  was b u i l t  a d j a c e n t  t o  "Widow H a s t i n g s '  home" ( S y l v e s t e r  1879: 
I ,  3 9 0 ) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  ha l f -dozen c o l o n i a l  houses have s u r -  
v i v e d  i n  H a t f i e l d .  A l l  of t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  on 
Main S t r e e t ,  o r  on Elm S t r e e t .  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  houses  known 
a r e  two-story , c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  f i v e  bay f a c a d e s ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s ,  and g a b l e  r o o f s .  There i s  one doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  house w i t h  a  gambrel  roof  a s  w e l l  a s  a  
one gambrel  roofed  c e n t e r  chimney c o t t a g e .  The e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  
house (Hubbard House, E l m  and P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t s )  i s  d a t e d  1700 b u t  
most of t h e  houses e x t a n t  appear  t o  d a t e  from t h e  1760s.  These 
would i n c l u d e  t h e  gambrel  r o o f e d  Roswell B i l l i n g s  House mentioned 
above a s  w e l l  a s  a  house on Main S t r e e t  (MHC # 2 4 )  which f e a t u r e s  a  
broken s c r o l l  pediment C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  e n t r a n c e  su r round ,  l i n t e l s  
w i t h  pediments  and i n  i n t e g r a l  l e a n t o .  The Main S t r e e t  house i s  
t h e  most e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  house o f  t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v i n g .  The 
f i n e s t  house b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  undoubtedly was t h e  Colonel  I s r a e l  
Wil l iams House, c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1732 and demolished i n  1852. 
Tha t  house f e a t u r e d  a gambrel r o o f ,  ca rved  s t o n e  e n t r a n c e  surround 
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( p o s s i b l y  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  H a t f i e l d  Parsonage)  and r i c h  i n t e r i o r  
t r e a t m e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  f l o c k e d  wa l lpaper  and ca rved  w a i n s c o t t i n g .  
S t i l l  s t a n d i n g  and a l s o  of n o t e  i s  t h e  Dan ie l  White Tavern on E l m  
S t r e e t ,  which e x h i b i t s  a  h a l f  h i p  roof  and L-plan w i t h  f i v e  bay 
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s  on bo th  t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e  w a l l s .  The 
White Tavern i s  t h e  o n l y  house known i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  h a l f  
h i p  and L p l a n ,  which were commonly employed f o r  commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  meetinghouse was r e p l a c e d  i n  1699 
(completed 1701) by a  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  g a l l e r i e s  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  
and a  b e l f r y  tower ,  which a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  watch tower ,  on t h e  ex- 
t e r i o r .  Timbers of t h e  second meetinghouse w e r e  used i n  t h e  t h i r d  
meetinghouse,  b u i l t  i n  1750. The 1750 s t r u c t u r e ,  which had dimen- 
s i o n s  of 56 '  x 4 5 ' ,  was s o l d  ca.1849. I t  was used a s  a  b a r n  u n t i l  
1981, when it c o l l a p s e d  i n  a  windstorm. Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  
of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  purchase  of  a  poor house i n  1702/03, and 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t  l e a s t  two s c h o o l s ,  a  frame s c h o o l  i n  1706 
and a  b r i c k  schoo l  a t  some p o i n t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y .  An i n d i c a t i o n  
of H a t f i e l d ' s  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i s  ga ined  from t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a  r e g i o n a l  c o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
V a l l e y ,  which w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1760s,  c i t e d  H a t f i e l d ,  
Hadley o r  Northampton a s  p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  schoo l .  Although 
a  c h a r t e r  was a p p l i e d  f o r  i n  1762, tlze proposed " Q u e e n ' s  Co l l ege"  
was never  r e a l i z e d .  

Commercial: While a t  l e a s t  f i v e  t a v e r n s  were known t o  have o p e r a t e d  
i n  H a t f i e l d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  on ly  one,  t h e  D a n i e l  White Tavern on 
E l m  S t r e e t ,  s t i l l  s t a n d s .  

F .  Observa t ions :  

h a t f i e l d  was one of  t h e  most h i g h l y  n u c l e a t e d  and f o r t i f i e d  p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  community s u f f e r e d  some of t h e  h e a v i e s t  economic and 
m a t e r i a l  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  There i s  a  good p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of t h e  H a t f i e l d  (Main/North/ 
School/Elm S t r e e t s )  and B r a d s t r e e t  V i l l a g e  s e t t l e m e n t  nodes s t i l l  
s u r v i v e .  The o l d  burying ground s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Elm 
and P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t s  c o n t a i n s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  c o l l e c t i o n s  of e a r l y  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  b u r i a l  markers  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  V a l l e y  u n i t .  
Bowever, t h e  s u r v i v a l  of a  number of s t o n e s  i s  i n  jeopardy due  t o  
s e v e r e  wea the r ing .  

V I I  . - FEDERAL P E R I O D  (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Gradual  a d j u s t m e n t  of b a s i c  s t r e e t  system w i t h  opening of Connec t i cu t  
River  b r i d g e  t o  Hadley (1809) , l a t e r  abandoned (1820) . Local  c r o s s  
c o n n e c t o r s  from M i l l  R ive r  i n c l u d e d  Br idge  S t r e e t  and e x t e n s i o n  of 
highways t o  B r a d s t r e e t  V i l l a g e .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

H a t f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  p a t t e r n  of t h e  county ,  i n  
which t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s  rises th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1790 t o  1810; H a t f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  
d e c l i n e s  between 1800 and 1810. For  t h e  p e r i o d  between 1790 and 
1830, t h e  growth r a t e  of 17% was t h e  l o w e s t  of any of t h e  county  
r i v e r  towns, w e l l  under  t h e  60.7% county  a v e r a g e ,  and much more 
t y p i c a l  of h i l l  towns l i k e  Wil l iamsburg ,  M i d d l e f i e l d  o r  C h e s t e r f i e l d .  
Hadley, by c o n t r a s t ,  showed a 90% r ise  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d .  I n  1830 
H a t f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  893. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  -- 

C i v i c  c e n t e r  ma in ta ined  on H a t f i e l d  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  
c e n t e r  a t  M i l l  R iver  b r i d g e .  Pr imary  economic a c t i v i t y  remained a s  
a g r i c u l t u r e  on C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  meadows t o  B r a d s t r e e t  V i l l a g e  w i t h  
upland farming on wes te rn  h i l l  l and .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The p e r i o d  from t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  1820s was a  
p e r i o d  of peace  and p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  H a t f i e l d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s t o r i a n  
W e l l s .  H a t f i e l d  i n v e s t o r s  b u i l t  what was r e p u t e d l y  t h e  f i r s t  d i s -  
t i l l e r y  i n  w e s t e r n  Massachuse t t s  i n  1785 f o r  l o c a l  r y e  p r o d u c t i o n ;  
and l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of o t h e r  g r a i n s ,  g r a s s e s ,  v e g e t a b l e s  and f r u i t s  
w e r e  produced,  much of it, u n t i l  t h e  1 8 2 0 ~ ~  probab ly  i n c l u d e d  i n  
West I n d i a n  t r a d e .  P a b s t  no ted  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  West I n d i a n  
market  i n  t h e  1820s caused a  c r i s i s  i n  v a l l e y  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  though 
i n  t h e  lowland towns l i k e  Hadley and H a t f i e l d  t h e  e x p o r t  t r a d e  was 
soon r e p l a c e d  by a  market  i n  v a l l e y  i n d u s t r i a l  towns f o r  d a i r y  and 
v e g e t a b l e  p r o d u c t s .  Throughout t h e  p e r i o d ,  H a t f i e l d  con t inued  t o  
be known f o r  f i n e  beef  c a t t l e ,  s e n t  t o  Boston m a r k e t s  a f t e r  summer 
g r a z i n g .  A s  l a t e  a s  1845, H a t f i e l d  was t h e  only  town i n  t h e  county  
i n  which t h e  number of n e a t  c a t t l e  exceeded t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  

A f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of broom making i n  Hadley i n  t h e  1790s ,  
H a t f i e l d  p i c k e d  up t h e  i n d u s t r y .  The f i r s t  broom c o r n  i n  H a t f i e l d  
was p l a n t e d  abou t  1816 by Simeon Simon, b u t  a l t h o u g h  i t  was r e p u t e d  
t o  have been t h e  town ' s  p r i n c i p a l  c u l t i v a t e d  c r o p  presumably by 
t h e  1830s o r  ' 40s ,  t h e r e  i s  no r e c o r d  of broom corn  i n  t h e  1845 cen- 
s u s  r e p o r t ,  when Hadley showed an  a n n u a l  y i e l d  of over  500,000 l b s .  
Though t h i s  must be a n  e r r o r  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  enumera to r s ,  much 
of Hatf i e l d '  s supp ly  of t h e  broom corn  may have come from Northampton 
(which showed an  abnormally h igh  y i e l d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  p roduc t ion  
of brooms) , o r  had ley .  

H a t f i e l d  a l s o  p icked  up broom making from Hadley, though t h e r e  a r e  
no f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  1837. I n  t h a t  yea r  20 pe r sons  were 
employed making brooms and b r u s h e s  worth a n n u a l l y  $28,600,  s l i g h t l y  
l e s s  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  v a l u e  r e p o r t e d  by Hadley. 
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V I I I .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  r e p o r t e d  by l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  Hatf i e l d '  s 
p o p u l a t i o n  growth was one of t h e  lowes t  i n  t h e  coun ty  (see S e c t .  B ,  
above) d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and any s t u d y  of t h e  p e r i o d  should  make 
some a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  v iews.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  --- 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses s u r v i v e  
i n  H a t f i e l d .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  on E l m  and Main S t r e e t s  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r .  While t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  houses  r e t a i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  chimney, a  few houses w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  o r  
end chimneys and c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s  a r e  known, a s  i s  a t  l e a s t  one 
c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  house w i t h  twin r e a r w a l l  chimneys. Of n o t e  i s  
t h e  v a r i e t y  of roof  forms employed d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  g a b l e  and h i p  r o o f s ,  houses  w e r e  observed w i t h  b o t h  
g a b l e  on h i p  and doub le  h i p  roof  forms.  Outs tand ing  houses of t h e  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  David B i l l i n g s  House ( c .  1783) and a  
c a .  1820 b r i c k  house (MHC # 7 )  b o t h  on E l m  S t r e e t .  The B i l l i n g s  
House, a  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  house ,  i s  t h e  
most o r n a t e  e x t a n t  F e d e r a l  house i n  town. I t  f e a t u r e s  a  doub le  
h i p  roof  w i t h  a  low c e n t e r  g a b l e d  dormer w i t h  s e m i e l l i p t i c a l  f a n ;  
t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  one s t o r y  Goth ic  Rev iva l  porch  p robab ly  d a t e s  c .1850.  
The b r i c k  house ,  w i t h  end chimneys, doub le  p i l e  p l a n  and h i p  r o o f ,  
i s  t h e  on ly  house of masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n  known f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  known f o r  t h e  
p e r i o d  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  b r i c k  s c h o o l  i n  1783. 

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  - Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
R a i l r o a d  from Northampton t o  G r e e n f i e l d  (1846) i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l  d e p o t s  
a t  West and North H a t f i e l d  and connec to r  t o  B r a d s t r e e t  V i l l a g e  a s  
B r a d s t r e e t  Road. C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  t o  Hadley 
a p p a r e n t l y  d i s c o n t i n u e d  by C i v i l  War. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 
I n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  H a t f i e l d  had t h e  f i f t h  h i g h e s t  growth 
r a t e  i n  t h e  coun ty  ( 7 8 . 4 % ) ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  above t h e  46.7% county  
a v e r a g e ,  and,  r e v e r s i n g  t h e  t r e n d  of t h e  p reced ing  p e r i o d ,  more than  
doub le  t h e  r a t e  of Hadley. The h a l f  decades  of g r e a t e s t  growth w e r e  
t h e  y e a r s  1855-60 and 1865-70, p o s s i b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  expansion 
of t h e  tobacco  c rop .  

I n  1855 H a t f i e l d  had a  13.4% immigrant p o p u l a t i o n ,  a b o u t  ave rage  f o r  
t h e  coun ty ,  and a b o u t  t h e  same a s  Hadley. Of t h i s  number, 52% were 
I r i s h  and a n o t h e r  38% Canadians .  French Canadians w e r e  s a i d  t o  be 
e x c e l l e n t  broom t y e r s  and t h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  number, w e l l  above t h e  
7.2% county  a v e r a g e ,  may r e f l e c t  t h i s  e lement  i n  t h e  broom i n d u s t r y .  
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BY 1870, modest s i d e h a l l  p l a n  I t a l i a n a t e  houses had been b u i l t  a t  
West and North H a t f i e l d .  Double i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  
p l a n s  remained common th rough  t h e  p e r i o d .  A t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and 
a t  B r a d s t r e e t ,  a  few s t y l i s h  houses  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and 
c e n t e r  h a l l s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1860s.  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Sophia 
Smith House (c .1865;  MHC # 1 3 ) ,  t h e  Joseph  Smith House (c.1861-1879; 
MHC # 1 4 )  and a n  I t a l i a n a t e  house on Main S t r e e t  a t  B r a d s t r e e t .  
Both Smith Houses i n c o r p o r a t e  concave mansard r o o f s ;  t h e  Sophia  
Smith House a l s o  f e a t u r e s  f l u s h  boarding and wide p i l a s t e r s  i n  
t h e  ~ e g e n c y / G r e e k  Rev iva l  s t y l e .  The B r a d s t r e e t  house f e a t u r e s  a  
g a b l e  roof  and p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  a rched  l i n k s .  Of n o t e  a r e  a  group 
of i n t e r i o r  chimney h i p  r o o f e d  I t a l i a n a t e  houses a t  B r a d s t r e e t .  A l l  
a r e  symmet r i ca l ,  s q u a r e  i n  p l a n  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s .  A l l  i n c l u d e  
s q u a r e  h i p  r o o f e d  b e l v e d e r e s .  The most o u t s t a n d i n g  house of t h e  
p e r i o d  i s  a  towered,  asymmetr ica l  p l a n  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  on Main 
S t r e e t .  The house h a s  a  low h i p  r o o f ,  one s t o r y  ve randa  and t h r e e  
s t o r y  tower.  Ornament i n c l u d e s  p a i r e d  b r a c k e t s ,  window hoods and 
c a s t  i r o n  f r i e z e  g r i l l e s .  O u t s i d e  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  modest I t a l i a n a t e  
c o t t a g e s  and one mansard r o o f e d  c o t t a g e  w e r e  observed on Br idge ,  
Ches tnu t  and King S t r e e t s .  One I t a l i a n a t e  doub le  house was noted  
on P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  P i s t o l  F a c t o r y .  A l s o  noted  was a  
b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e  a t  P r o s p e c t  and Ches tnu t  S t r e e t s ;  no o t h e r  
masonry b u i l d i n g s  were observed.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The on ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p e r i o d  
s u r v i v i n g  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Greek Rev iva l  meetinghouse 
i n  1849. The b u i l d i n g  i s  a  two s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  monumental 
I o n i c  p o r t i c o  s u p p o r t i n g  a  g a b l e  end pediment.  The s p i r e  c o n s i s t s  
of two c o n c e n t r i c  s q u a r e  b a s e s  and a  s t e e p l e .  R e p a i r s  w e r e  made i n  
1867 and a g a i n  i n  1898. The f i r s t  Town H a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1857. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The S h a t t u c k  P i s t o l  F a c t o r y  ( ~ a . 1 8 5 0 ) ~  a  w e l l  p rese rved  
frame t h r e e  s t o r y  f a c t o r y ,  s i x  by approx imate ly  twelve  bays ,  i s  t h e  
on ly  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  known f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  Tobacco b a r n s  
probably  f i r s t  began t o  be b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b u t  it i s  n o t  known 
i f  any e a r l y  examples s u r v i v e .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1870-1915) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement of nor th - sou th  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  N e w  York, 
N e w  Haven and H a r t f o r d  (1890) p a r a l l e d  t o  o r i g i n a l  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
m a i n l i n e  (now abandoned a s  1 - 9 1 ) .  E x t e n s i o n  of i n t e r u r b a n  t r o l l e y  
sys tem from Northampton w i t h  l o c a l  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  t o  West H a t f i e l d  
and th rough  l i n e  t o  H a t f i e l d  and B r a d s t r e e t  on Elm-Main S t r e e t s  
(1903) . 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n  a  p e r i o d  when more t h a n  h a l f  t h e  towns i n  Hampshire County 
r e p o r t e d  d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  H a t f i e l d  r ecorded  a  64.9% growth 
between 1870 and 1915, somewhat above t h e  56.6% county  a v e r a g e ,  w e l l  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Hatfield



above H a d l e y ' s  15.8% growth,  and,  a s  i n  t h e  p reced ing  p e r i o d ,  f i f t h  
h i g h e s t  growth r a t e  i n  t h e  county .  Y e t  H a t f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
d e c l i n e d  u n t i l  1890, and v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of h e r  growth occur red  
between 1895 and 1915. Between 1910 and 1915 a l o n e  t h e  town grew 
by 644 p e r s o n s  -- a n  average  of 128 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r  and much t h e  
h i g h e s t  r a t e  f o r  any f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  town ' s  h i s t o r y .  

Most of H a t f i e l d ' s  growth c a n  be  a s c r i b e d  t o  h e r  new immigrant 
p o p u l a t i o n .  Though i n  1880 H a t f i e l d ' s  p e r c e n t a g e  of fo re ign-born  
(22 .1%) was c l o s e  t o  t h e  county  a v e r a g e ,  by 1905, w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  
p e r i o d  of growth s t i l l  t o  come, H a t f i e l d  a l r e a d y  had t h e  second 
h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of immigrants  i n  t h e  county ( 3 4 . 7 % ) ,  a f t e r  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  town, Ware. Of t h e s e ,  67% cla imed A u s t r i a  o r  Poland 
a s  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  H a t f i e l d  had t h e  h i g h e s t  
p e r c e n t a g e  of fo re ign-born  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  county  (39 .6%) . Of 
t h i s  number, over  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  w e r e  n a t i v e s  of Poland.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  --- 

H a t f i e l d  Main S t r e e t  ma in ta ined  a s  c i v i c  c e n t e r  w i t h  development of 
f a c t o r y  v i l l a g e  a t  M i l l  R ive r  p i s t o l  works. Secondary v i l l a g e s  
expanded a t  North H a t f i e l d  and West H a t f i e l d  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t s ,  and 
farm v i l l a g e  a t  B r a d s t r e e t .  Commercial tobacco  expanded a s  
pr imary  economic a c t i v i t y  from C o n n e c t i c u t  River  lowlands t o  
Westbrook u p l a n d s  (Whately) . 
D.  Economic Base: 

The r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of tobacco  i n  t h e  mid ' 70s  and ' 8 0 s  
a f f e c t e d  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  tobacco  h a r v e s t s  th roughou t  t h e  V a l l e y .  
D e s p i t e  some f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r s  among g rowers ,  however, H a t f i e l d  
r e t a i n e d  i t s  l e a d  and even e r e c t e d  a  handsome b r i c k  tobacco  ware- 
house (p robab ly  i n  t h e  mid ' 7 0 s )  "which an  i n n o c e n t  s t r a n g e r  might  
e a s i l y  m i s t a k e  f o r  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  o r  t h e  rooms of a  Young 
Men's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n . "  The h a r v e s t  of broom c o r n  was 
r e i n t r o d u c e d ,  w i t h  brooms made up mos t ly  by i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o f t e n  by 
fa rmers  from t h e i r  own brush .  But by 1905 tobacco  had rebounded 
and i t s  v a l u e  t h a t  y e a r  ($301,204) r e p r e s e n t e d  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  county 
p r o d u c t i o n .  H a t f i e l d  was t h e  l e a d i n g  tobacco  producing town i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  Large tobacco  packing houses provided w i n t e r  employment f o r  
t h e  men who worked on fa rms  i n  t h e  summer. 

H a t f i e l d ' s  second major  c r o p  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was on ions .  From 4% of 
t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1885,  H a t f i e l d  by 1905 had 54% of t h e  
county  p r o d u c t i o n  and,  w i t h  on ions  v a l u e d  a t  $116,230, was a l s o  t h e  
l e a d i n g  onion producing town i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  1909 Oscar Belden & 
Sons b u i l t  what was r e p u t e d l y  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e h o u s e  i n  New England 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  des igned  f o r  onion s t o r a g e  ( W e l l s ,  p . 2 3 5 ) ,  made of 
hol low c o n c r e t e  b l o c k s  w i t h  a  5- inch d e a d - a i r  space  between i n n e r  
and o u t e r  w a l l s .  Both tobacco  and on ion  r a i s i n g  w e r e  l a b o r  i n t e n -  
s i v e ,  and t h e i r  development  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  
c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  i n f l u x  of P o l e s  from A u s t r i a  and Russ ia  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1880s and a f t e r .  
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H a t f i e l d ' s  o n l y  manufac tu r ing  a c t i v i t y  was i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  
of Meekins'  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  where t h e  M i l l  R i v e r ,  
c r o s s i n g  a  r i d g e  of r e d  s a n d s t o n e ,  had o r i g i n a l l y  formed a  n a t u r a l  
f a l l  and pond. I n  1874 Henry S. P o r t e r  o rgan ized  t h e  C r e s c e n t  
P i s t o l  Company. Three y e a r s  l a t e r  P o r t e r  s o l d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t o  
C h a r l e s  S h a t t u c k ,  who moved h i s  p i s t o l  manufactur ing  b u s i n e s s  up 
from S p r i n g f i e l d .  On t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  Jona than  P o r t e r  
( o r i g i n a l l y  a  p a r t n e r  of Henry P o r t e r  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  P i s t o l  Company) 
b u i l t  i n  1886 a  machine shop f o r  t h e  manufacture  of  e n g i n e  l a t h e s ,  
employing a t  f i r s t  a b o u t  10 pe r sons .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  most of it o u t s i d e  t h e  town c e n t e r .  Small  
s e t t l e m e n t s  developed a t  West and Nor th  H a t f i e l d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th  
c e n t u r y .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  t h e  p e r i o d  
i s  more modest t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  s m a l l  
houses  and c o t t a g e s  predominat ing .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  s imple  Queen 
Anne and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  t h r e e  bay wide f a c a d e s  
and e i t h e r  c e n t e r  o r  s i d e h a l l  e n t r a n c e s .  While most of t h e  Queen 
Anne b u i l d i n g s  employ t h e  g a b l e  r o o f ,  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
a l t e r n a t e  fo rms ,  such a s  t h e  pyramidal  h i p  o r  gambrel  r o o f ,  became 
popu la r .  Dormers and g a b l e s  w e r e  u sed  commonly f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
space .  L a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  houses w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  E l m ,  
West,  Dwight, Br idge ,  B r a d s t r e e t ,  King and Main S t r e e t s .  Desp i t e  
t h e  preponderance  of s imple  houses ,  a  few houses of o u t s t a n d i n g  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  
The most e l a b o r a t e  of t h e s e  a r e  two Second Empire houses  b u i l t  i n  
t h e  1870s ,  t h e  Wil l iam Henry Dickinson House (c .1875)  on Main 
S t r e e t  and t h e  Lowell House on E l m  S t r e e t  n e a r  P r o s p e c t .  Both have 
asymmetr ica l  towered p l a n s  w i t h  concave and convex mansard r o o f s ,  
po lygona l  bays ,  q u o i n s  and window hoods. The Lowell  House i n c o r -  
p o r a t e s  some Goth ic  Rev iva l  d e t a i l i n g  such a s  ca rved  bargeboards .  
There i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  housing i n  t h e  town w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  of a  few two f a m i l y  houses  and a  t h r e e - s t o r y  tenement on 
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  immedia te ly  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p i s t o l  f a c t o r y .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  con- 
s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  P robab ly  t h e  f i n e s t  of 
t h e s e  was t h e  Smith Academy (1872) , a  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  
Gothic  s c h o o l  demolished p robab ly  c.1960. S u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n c l u d e  t h e  Dickinson Memorial H a l l  (1892-93),  
a  two s t o r y  b r i c k  Rena i s sance  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  h i p  roof  and 
t h e  Queen Anne Church of C h r i s t  c h a p e l  ( c . 1 9 1 0 ) .  Other  b u i l d i n g s  
of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  West H a t f i e l d  Chapel (founded 1 8 8 9 ) ,  now a  
Lu the ran  church ,  and S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  Church (founded 1892; d a t e  of 
church  b u i l d i n g  unknown). A s m a l l  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  Gothic  b u i l d i n g  
on C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  now a  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  may b e  a  remnant of t h e  
Smith Academy complex. 

Commercial: S u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  commercial b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  g a b l e  
r o o f e d  one s t o r y  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  and two and t h r e e  s t o r y  f r e i g h t  
s h e d s  a t  Br idge  and Dwight S t r e e t s  and a  few modest one s t o r y  s t o r e s  
a t  North H a t f i e l d .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Hatfield



I n d u s t r i a l :  The major  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  r e l a t e  t o  
H a t f i e l d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y :  t h e s e  a r e  tobacco  b a r n s  and onion 
warehouses. Most of t h e  tobacco  b a r n s  s t a n d i n g  w e r e  probably  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  These a r e  g e n e r a l l y  long ,  two s t o r y  frame s t r u c t u r e s  
w i t h  narrow one s t o r y  v e r t i c a l  l o u v e r s  t o  be  opened and c l o s e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  c u r i n g  of tobacco.  Most b a r n s  a r e  l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r o a d ;  
pe rhaps  a s  many a s  50 b a r n s  s u r v i v e .  Onion warehouses normally a r e  
long one s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e s  probably  of masonry c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  w i t h  few windows and s m a l l  eave  l e v e l  v e n t s .  Frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  
a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  used ,  pe rhaps  because  frame b u i l d i n g s  admit  t o o  
much m o i s t u r e ;  t h u s ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  1909, 
Belden and Sons b u i l t  a  120'  x 6 0 ' ,  two-and-a-half-s tory warehouse 
of c o n c r e t e  b l o c k s  a t  B r a d s t r e e t .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Abandonment of s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  (1924) and N e w  York, New Haven and 
H a r t f o r d  R a i l r o a d  ( 1 9 3 0 ) .  Improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  a s  
a u t o  highway Route 5-10 from Northampton t o  G r e e n f i e l d  p a r a l l e l i n g  
r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  froril W e s t  t o  North H a t f i e l d .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

H a t f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e p e a t  t h e  unusua l  growth r a t e  of 
1910-15. Between 1915 and 1925 t h e  town c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow by a  
s m a l l  amount, b u t  a f t e r  1925 t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s  s t e a d i l y  
d e c l i n e d .  By 1940 H a t f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s tood  a t  2216, some 4 0 0  
p e r s o n s  less t h a n  t h e  f i g u r e  i n  1915. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  - 

H a t f i e l d  Cen te r  ma in ta ined  a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  development of 
commercial highway a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  Route 5  a x i s  from Northampton t o  
North H a t f i e l d .  Tobacco remained a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  on f e r t i l e  
lowland w i t h  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  a t  B r a d s t r e e t .  

D .  Economic Base: -- 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  The o l d  S h a t t u c k  p i s t o l  shop,  a f t e r  
s e r v i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a s  a n  a d j u n c t  t o  t h e  P o r t e r  Machine Shop, 
was equipped a s  a  g r i s t  m i l l  i n  1932. On t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of t h e  
r i v e r ,  t h e  P o r t e r  & McLeod Tool  Company con t inued  t o  produce eng ine  
l a t h e s ,  deve lop ing  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  s p e c i a l i t y  equipment.  

I n  1905 t h e  v a l u e  of tobacco  was more t h a n  doub le  t h a t  of on ions .  
By 1937 t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of tobacco  companies,  w i t h  t h e  consequent  
c o n t r o l  over  t h e  p r i c e  of t h e  raw p r o d u c t ,  caused many l o c a l  f a rmers  
t o  t u r n  t o  p o t a t o  r a i s i n g  and o t h e r  l o c a l  c r o p s .  Onions was t h e  
major c r o p  by t h a t  d a t e ,  w i t h  tobacco  a  c l o s e  second.  
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E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Comparat ive ly  l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  A s  i t  had been f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  houses b u i l t  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  wes te rn  p a r t  of 
town, a t  West and North H a t f i e l d .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  h i p  o r  g a b l e  
roofed  c o t t a g e  w i t h  dormers.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o t t a g e s ,  more sub- 
s t a n t i a l  gambrel  r o o f e d  Dutch C o l o n i a l  houses w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  i n  
t h e  1920s w i t h  examples no ted  on Main S t r e e t  a t  B r a d s t r e e t ,  on 
Br idge  and Main S t r e e t s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and on West S t r e e t .  Of 
n o t e  i s  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  c o n c r e t e  b lock  house on E l m  S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two major  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  These a r e  t h e  High School  (c .1925;  now 
Regional  L i b r a r y )  and t h e  Town H a l l  ( c . 1 9 3 5 ) .  Both a r e  two s t o r y  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s .  The High School  e x h i b i t s  a  s t a n d a r d  e a r l y  20th  
c e n t u r y  s c h o o l  p l a n  w i t h  end wings p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  a  c e n t e r  b lock;  
i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  Jacobe than  and Queen Anne d e t a i l s .  The Town H a l l  
i s  a  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Georgian R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  seven bays long ,  
w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e .  

Commercial: A few commercial b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  North and West 
S t r e e t  (Route 1 0 ) .  These i n c l u d e  a  few g a s  s t a t i o n s  of t h e  1920s 
and some o t h e r  automobi le  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  such  a s  s m a l l  r e s t a u r a n t s  
and farm s t a n d s .  

X I .  - SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  Hatf i e l d '  s i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e s  o n l y  t h e  most prominent  
b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ;  a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  on Main 
S t r e e t  between E l m  and C h e s t n u t  o r  a t  t h e  ext reme e a s t e r n  end of 
E l m  S t r e e t .  The i n v e n t o r y  was g a t h e r e d  from windsh ie ld  survey by 
MHC s t a f f  i n  1967 and i n c l u d e s  no s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
d a t a .  Overlooked a r e  a l l  o u t l y i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  and even a  number of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  F u r t h e r  su rvey  work 
shou ld  i n c l u d e  comple t ion  of Main and E l m  S t r e e t  i n v e n t o r y  a s  w e l l  
a s  documentat ion of t h e  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  o f  West and North Hatf i e l d  
and Brads t ree t .  D i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  a t  B r a d s t r e e t  ( i n t a c t  
I t a l i a n a t e  farmhouses)  and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  Of n o t e  a r c h a e o l o g i -  
c a l l y  i s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s u b s u r f a c e  remains  of f r e e d  s l a v e  v i l l a g e  
on Northampton Road ( l o c a t i o n  u n s p e c i f i e d  , b u t  probably  v i c i n i t y  of 
W e s t  H a t f i e l d ) ;  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s  (Wdght 1908: l )  mention c a b i n s  s t a n d i n g  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

E n g l e h a r d t ,  C y n t h i a ,  e d . ,  Th i s  i s  Our Hatf i e l d  ( H a t f i e l d ? ,  1973) . 
(Not examined) 

Hatf i e l d ,  Mass. Tercen tenary  Committee, - H i s t o r i c a l  Capawonk, June  2 1 -  
28, 1970 (Amherst?,  1 9 7 0 ) .  
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---------- , H i s t o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  H a t f i e l d ,  1670-1970 (Northampton, - 
1970)  . (Not  examined)  

J u d d ,  S y l v e s t e r ,  H i s t o r y  of  Hadley ,  I n c l u d i n g  t h e  E a r l y  H i s t o r y  o f  
H a t f i e l d ,  S o u t h  Hadley ,  Arnherst, and Granby, Mass. (Northampton, 
1863; 1905; 1 9 7 6 ) .  

P a b s t ,  M a r g a r e t  R i c h a r d s ,  " A g r i c u l t u r a l  T rends  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
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