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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1884 COMMUNITY: Harwich 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Harwich is l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  elbow of t h e  Cape Cod p e n i n s u l a .  I t  
bounded t o  t h e  n o r t h  by B r e w s t e r ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  by O r l e a n s  and 
Chatham, t o  t h e  west by Denn i s ,  and t o  t h e  s o u t h  by Nan tucke t  
Sound. The town i s  s i t u a t e d  a b o u t  88 m i l e s  from Boston by l a n d .  
T o p o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  town i s  cove red  by a  g e n t l y  u n d u l a t i n g  
l a n d s c a p e  w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  a p p r o a c h i n g  100 f e e t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  t ownsh ip ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  a v e r a g i n g  l e s s  and s l o p i n g  
downward t o  s e a  l e v e l  on t h e  Nantucke t  Sound s h o r e l i n e .  

G e o l o g i c a l l y ,  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  town is  cove red  by Harwich 
Outwash P l a i n  d e p o s i t s .  Swamp and marsh d e p o s i t s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  
t h r o u g h o u t  much of t h e  s o u t h e r n  a r e a  of town. Beach and dune 
d e p o s i t s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e .  C r a n b e r r y  
bogs a r e  now p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  much of t h e  town. 

S o i l s  i n  t h e  town of  Harwich a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  medium 
t o  v e r y  f i n e  s a n d s  c o n t a i n i n g  s c a t t e r e d  p e b b l e s  and c o b b l e s .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  t h e  s o i l s  a r e  f r e e  of l a r g e  r o c k s  and b o u l d e r s .  S o i l s  i n  
most a r e a s  of town a r e  b e t t e r  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r p o s e s  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of f e r t i l i z e r .  V e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h e  town i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  by  s t a n d s  of s e c o n d a r y  oak and p i n e  
growth .  

C o n s i d e r a b l e  s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  is  p r e s e n t  i n  Harwich th rough  t h e  
town ' s  numerous f r e s h w a t e r  ponds ,  w e t l a n d s ,  s t r e a m s ,  and c o a s t a l  
e s t u a r i e s .  Many f r e s h w a t e r  ponds a r e  now c r a n b e r r y  bogs .  Sandy 
s o i l s  a l s o  p e r m i t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u b s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e .  Some of t h e  
l a r g e r  ponds i n  Harwich i n c l u d e  Long and Seymour 's  ponds which a r e  
s h a r e d  w i t h  B r e w s t e r ,  H i n c k l e y l s  Pond, W a l k e r ' s  Pond, Goose Pond, 
and Robbins Pond. Major r i v e r s  and c r e e k s  i n c l u d e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  
( t h e  l a r g e s t ) ,  Muddy Creek ,  which i s  s h a r e d  w i t h  Chatham, and t h e  
Red R i v e r .  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of Muddy Creek ,  most d r a i n a g e  is  
s o u t h e r l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  s l o p e  of t h e  outwash p l a i n .  
S e v e r a l  l a r g e  f r e s h w a t e r  w e t l a n d s  and s a l t  marshes  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  township  and a long  t h e  c o a s t .  
P r e s e n t - d a y  c o a s t a l  h a r b o r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a r e a ,  
Wychmere and A l l e n  H a r b o r s .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

The " P u r c h a s e r s  Lands" t e r r i t o r y  between o l d  Yarmouth and o l d  
Eastham had o r i g i n a l  w e s t e r n  bounds w i t h  Yarmouth s o u t h  of Bound 
Brook e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1641 ,  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  s h i f t e d  wes t  of 

R i v e r  i n  1681 t o  form t h e  p r e s e n t  w e s t e r n  boundary  ( w i t h  
Dennis  . Lands s o u t h  of Queen Anne Road and e a s t  of H e r r i n g  Brook 
were annexed t o  Monomoy ( l a t e r  Chatham) i n  1691. These were t h e n  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  town of Harwich ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1694 ,  w i t h  l a n d s  
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extending across the peninsula, and eastern Red River-Muddy Creek 
bounds. South Precinct Harwich was established in 1747. The 
northern boundary was formed with the separation of North Parish 
as Brewster in 1803. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Harwich is a resort and residential community located on the south 
side of the Cape Cod peninsula near the elbow, extending from just 
west of Herring River east to Red River, Muddy Creek, and Pleasant 
Bay. The town has an extensive Nantucket Sound shoreline, and is 
crossed by several history east-west corridors of the Cape's south 
side. Native sites are known or likely along the coast (with 
possible plantation site at Allen's Harbor), at Herring River, at 
Muddy Creek/Pleasant Bay, and at other pond and estuarine 
locations. Early 17th century European exploration was likely. 
The town's territory was included in the 1641 "Purchasers or Old 
Comers" grant east of Yarmouth. Permanent colonial settlement 
probably occurred after ca. 1665 at the southern periphery of the 
original north side (now Brewster) focus. Dispersed 18th century 
colonial settlement was sufficient by 1747 for separation of South 
Parish Harwich, with central meetinghouse site (later Harwich 
Village), and early 18th century Herring River mill site (North 
Harwich). Development of fishing industry and salt manufacturing 
in the early 19th century stimulated south shore settlement along 
the County Road corridor, with mid 19th century focus at Harwich 
Port. Harwich Center, however, remained the primary civic and 
commercial focus. Attempts at small-scale industrial development 
occurred at North Harwich and later at South Harwich. The decline 
of the local fishing economy was partly offset by extensive late 
19th century development of cranberry cultivation, with an influx 
of a Portuguese agricultural population. The late 19th century 
also saw the opening of south shore resort hotels. Both cranberry 
cultivation and tourism have continued as important activities to 
the present. Harwich Center retains significant components of its 
mid to late 19th century character, and secondary settlements at 
North Harwich and East Harwich retain much of their 19th century 
fabric. Small clusters of late 19th century Portuguese farmhouses 
also survive on Queen Anne Road and Main Street north of the 
railroad depot. While West Harwich, Harwich Port, and South 
Harwich retain numerous 19th century structures, commercial, 
motel, and more recently, condominium development has been 
intensive along the Route 28 corridor, threatening in particular 
the intact concentration of buildings at West Harwich. Modern 
development has been most intensive south of Route 28, but 
continued interior suburban development threatens surviving 19th 
century agricultural landscape components, particularly in the 
Route 6 interchange areas. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  Transportation Routes 

Exact locations of Contact period native American trails are 
unknown for Harwich during this period. However, several trails 
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a r e  c o n j e c t u r e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s ,  
l a t e r  p e r i o d  known t r a i l s ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
r e s o u r c e s ,  and t h e  s i g h t i n g s  of n a t i v e s  and e x p l o r a t i o n s  by e a r l y  
European t r a v e l e r s .  S e v e r a l  major  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  t r a v e r s e d  t h e  
Harwich a r e a .  For example ,  one o r  more t r a i l s  l i k e l y  pas sed  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town i n  an e a s t / w e s t  d i r e c t i o n  
n e a r  t h e  c o a s t .  T h i s  t r a i l  p r o b a b l y  s k i r t e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  boundary  
of c o a s t a l  marshes  and ponds c r o s s i n g  t i d a l  r i v e r s  a t  c o n v e n i e n t  
f o r d i n g  p l a c e s .  The t r a i l  l i k e l y  connec ted  s i m i l a r  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  
i n  Yarmouth and Dennis  w i t h  t h e  Chatham a r e a .  Major t r a i l s  from 
t h e  n o r t h  e x i s t e d  a s  w e l l .  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  and p o s s i b l y  f o u r  
t r a i l s  were p r e s e n t .  I n  E a s t  Harwich ,  a  t r a i l  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
w e s t e r n  s h o r e l i n e  of  P l e a s a n t  Bay c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  Sou th  O r l e a n s  and 
Chatham a r e a .  A f o r d i n g  p o i n t  h a s  been  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  mouth of 
Muddy Creek (Deyo 1890: 829) .  A d d i t i o n a l  n o r t h / s o u t h  t r a i l s  may 
have  a l s o  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of Routes  124 ,  137 ,  and 39. A 
s e p a r a t e  o r  c o n n e c t i n g  t r a i l  a l s o  l i k e l y  e x i s t e d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  
West Brews te r /S tony  Brook a r e a  w i t h  one of t h e  r e p o r t e d  t r a i l s  
n o t e d  above.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a n d  t r a i l s ,  a  w a t e r  r o u t e  may a l s o  
have  been p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  Nor th  
Harwich a r e a  w i t h  t h e  Nantucke t  Sound. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  f rom which a c c u r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e s  can be  made r e g a r d i n g  n a t i v e  popu1.ation.s i n  t h e  Ou te r  
Cape a r e a .  Fu r the rmore ,  w h i l e  i n d i v i d u a l  a c c o u n t s  o f t e n  s u b d i v i d e  
Outer  Cape n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n t o  subgroups  such  a s  N a u s e t ,  
Pamet,  S a u g u a t u c k e t t s ,  Monomoyicks, e t c . ,  t h e  term Nause t  I n d i a n  
a t  t imes  a p p l i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  O u t e r  Cape a r e a .  Mooney (1928:4)  
l i s t s  1 , 2 0 0  Nause t  n a t i v e s  b e f o r e  t h e  1617-19 e p i d e m i c s .  T h i s  
number was reduced  t o  c a .  500 by 1621 (Mooney and Thomas 
1910:40-41) .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  above ,  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  p r o b a b l y  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  O u t e r  Cape a r e a .  
Fu r the rmore ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  whe the r  o r  n o t  t h o s e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  
e n t i r e l y  a c c u r a t e .  

L o c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  Harwich a r e a ,  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  S a w k a t u k e t t s  o r  S a u g u a t u c k e t t s  and t h e  
Potonumecots ,  of which t h e  l a t t e r  g roup  was more numerous.  The 
Potonumecots  a l s o  r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  members of  
t h e  Nause t  t r i b e  (o f  which t h e y  may have  been  a  p a r t ) .  L i t t l e  i f  
any e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  on which p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  can  b e  made 
f o r  t h e s e  g roups  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  However, by t h e  end 
of t h e  p e r i o d  t h e i r  numbers were r a p i d l y  d e c l i n i n g ,  p r o b a b l y  n o t  
l e a v i n g  more t h a n  100 t o  200 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  Harwich a r e a .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Harwich d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
However, some c o n t a c t  be tween  I n d i a n s  and Europeans i n  t h e  Harwich 
a r e a  undoub ted ly  took  p l a c e  a s  European e x p l o r e r s  and f i s h e r m e n  
f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  l o n g  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t .  For example ,  Gosnold 
may have v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  a s  e a r l y  a s  1602 ,  f o l l o w e d  by Champlain 
i n  1605. L a t e r ,  i n  1620 ,  e x p l o r e r s  from t h e  Mayflower may a l s o  
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have e x p l o r e d  t h e  a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  
town. 

N a t i v e  Americans had s e t t l e d  t h e  Harwich a r e a  f o r  some t ime p r i o r  
t o  European c o n t a c t .  Known L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  
t h roughou t  much of t h e  town, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s o u t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  
c o a s t a l  a r e a s  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  Nantucke t  Sound,  H e r r i n g  R i v e r ,  and 
P l e a s a n t  Bay a r e a s .  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  a r t i f a c t  l i s t i n g s  w i t h  
g e n e r a l  town p r o v e n i e n c e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h i s  
a r e a  was s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  A l l  known s i t e s  and a r t i f a c t  
l i s t i n g s  g e n e r a l l y  e x h i b i t  s i t e  l o c a t i o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  
c o a s t a l  e s t u a r i n e  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  mar shes ,  r i v e r s ,  and ponds.  

While Con tac t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  Harwich a r e a ,  v i l l a g e  
t y p e  s i t e s  a r e  unknown b u t  e x p e c t e d  t o  e x i s t .  For example,  
Con tac t  p e r i o d  b u r i a l s  and s h e l l  middens a s  w e l l  a s  mult icomponent  
s i t e s  w i t h  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  components a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  E a s t  Harwich,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Muddy Creek a r e a .  However, none of t h e s e  
s i t e s  r e p r e s e n t  h a b i t a t i o n  t y p e  v i l l a g e s .  I n s t e a d  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  
more s p e c i a l  pu rpose  s i t e s .  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  a l s o  
e x p e c t e d  f o r  t h e  Sou th  Harwich a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  and A l l e n s  Harbor ,  where n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  
were r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  time of s e t t l e m e n t .  Thus,  w h i l e  p h y s i c a l  
e v i d e n c e  of  Con tac t  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e s  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  o t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  does  s u g g e s t  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  s h o u l d  e x i s t .  

Na t ive  p l a c e  names a l s o  s u r v i v e  f o r  many g e o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  
Harwich. While  many of t h e s e  names a r e  n o t  now i n  common u s e ,  
t h e y  do p r o v i d e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which n a t i v e s  e i t h e r  
i n h a b i t e d  a n d / o r  used t h e  Harwich a r e a .  For example,  Weguaset t  
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  l a n d  a r e a  n o r t h  of Muddy Creek on P l e a s a n t  Bay, 
Schechecone t  Neck r e f e r s  t o  t h e  neck of l a n d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a t  i t s  mouth, and M a s p o x i t t  Neck is  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  wes t  s i d e  of t h e  Red R i v e r .  N a t i v e  names a l s o  s u r v i v e  f o r  
ponds and r i v e r s .  They i n c l u d e :  S k i n e q u i t  Pond ( S k i n e c o t l s  
Pond) ,  Wooncepi t t  Pond (Gras s  Pond) ,  Maspatucke R i v e r  (Red R i v e r ) ,  
and o t h e r s .  

Thus,  known L a t e  Woodland and C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s ,  a r t i f a c t  
l i s t i n g s  w i t h  g e n e r a l  town p r o v e n i e n c e  and n a t i v e  p l a c e  names a l l  
p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  Harwich a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  
Con tac t  p e r i o d .  These s o u r c e s  of e v i d e n c e  a l s o  p r o v i d e  
c o r r o b o r a t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  and Cape s e t t l e m e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  
coas t a l .  a r e a s  such  a s  n e c k s ,  e s t u a r i e s ,  t i d a l  r i v e r s ,  and ponds .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Harwich a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  b e  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Few Europeans were 
s e t t l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l imits of Harwich a t  t h i s  t ime .  Thus,  
an e x t e n s i v e  road  network was n o t  needed f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s .  
Some deve lopments  were ,  however ,  made. Queen Anne ' s  Road, o r  t h e  
Old Monomoy Road ( a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  Road) ,  was 
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e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  when t h e  Monomoy a r e a  was 
s e t t l e d .  The roadway i s  r e p o r t e d l y  t h e  o l d e s t  road  i n  Harwich,  
a p p a r e n t l y  deve loped  from an o l d e r  n a t i v e  t r a i l .  O the r  p o s s i b l e  
n a t i v e  t r a i l s  may a l s o  have  been  upgraded  o r  used a s  roadways 
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  They i n c l u d e  t h e  Chatham Road, t h e  Sou th  
County Road, t h e  r o u t e  t o  Chatham (Route  1 3 7 ) ,  and t h e  Sou th  
P a r i s h  Road (Rou te  1 2 4 ) .  A s  s e t t l e d  a r e a s  began t o  d e v e l o p ,  
s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  o r  t r a i l s  t o  f a r m s t e a d s  were a l s o  l i k e l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  were i n  c o n s t a n t  d e c l i n e  th roughou t  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  by  t h e  end of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  i t  i s  
u n l i k e l y  100 n a t i v e s  remained i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l imi t s  of t h e  
township.  I n  1674 R icha rd  Bourne,  i n  a  r e p o r t  t o  Major Dan ie l  
Gookin of Cambridge,  l i s t s  172 P r a y i n g  I n d i a n s  a t  f i v e  I n d i a n  
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  mid t o  O u t e r  Cape a r e a s .  One of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  
was S a w k a t t u c k e t ,  which may have  been  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y  
Harwich o r  Brewster  a r e a .  I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  number o f  P r a y i n g  
I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  Harwich a r e a  would have  been  q u i t e  s m a l l .  

European p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  Harwich were a l s o  s m a l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  A c t u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  
s i n c e  an o f f i c i a l  c e n s u s  was n o t  made u n t i l  1765 and a  c h u r c h  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  was n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  town was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n t i l  1694. 
Thus,  l i s t s  of i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

While t h e  a c t u a l  l o c a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  s e t t l e m e n t s  is  unknown, t h e  
Harwich a r e a  was occup ied  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  b y  
n a t i v e s  known l o c a l l y  a s  t h e  S a w k a t t u k e t t s  o r  S a u g u a t u c k e t t  and 
Potonumecot I n d i a n s .  The S a u g u a t u c k e t t s  were r e p o r t e d l y  c e n t e r e d  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  t h e  M i l l  Pond a r e a  of B r e w s t e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  
Potonumecots were s a i d  t o  b e  based  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  t h e  Sou th  
O r l e a n s  a r e a .  I n  Harwich p r o p e r ,  n a t i v e s  were r e p o r t e d l y  l i v i n g  
on Nohants o r  Nohorns Neck on A l l e n s  Harbor  when t h e  f i r s t  
s e t t l e r s  a r r i v e d .  C l e a r e d  n a t i v e  f i e l d s  were r e p o r t e d  on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  of t h i s  h a r b o r  a s  w e l l .  N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  may a l s o  have  
been  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a r e a .  

Most of Harwich and Brews te r  was i n c l u d e d  i n  a  t r a c t  of l a n d  known 
a s  S a t u c k e t t ,  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  ( P u r i t a n )  f f P u r c h a s e r s  o r  Old Comersff 
(Deyo 1890: 830)  i n  an o r i g i n a l  g r a n t  of  1640-41. T h i s  t e r r i t o r y  
i n c l u d e d  a l l  l a n d s  e x t e n d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  Cape from s e a  t o  s e a  from 
t h e  bounds o f  Yarmouth t h r e e  m i l e s  e a s t w a r d  of Namshaket. Only a  
l a r g e  t r a c t  of l a n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of town on b o t h  
s i d e s  of t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  was n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  g r a n t .  
However, t h i s  a r e a  a l s o  was y i e l d e d  by Yarmouth when a  new 
boundary l i n e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1681. 

The Harwich a r e a  i t s e l f  was s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  th roughou t  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  While  Freeman (1869:  491)  n o t e s  some 
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s e t t l e m e n t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1647 ,  most l a n d  p u r c h a s e s  from t h e  n a t i v e s  
and s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  c a .  1665.  A t  t h i s  time, 
numerous p u r c h a s e s  and s e t t l e m e n t s  were made th roughou t  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  a r e a s  of town. These a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  a r e a s  on 
t h e  e a s t  and w e s t  s i d e s  of t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r ,  t h e  B e l l ' s  Neck 
a r e a ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  town of Harwich and a r e a s  i n  E a s t  Harwich i n  t h e  
Potonumecot l a n d s .  No p u r c h a s e s  of l a n d  were made i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of town u n t i l  a f t e r  1678. A c o n g r e g a t i o n  o r  
meet inghouse  was n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base 

The p r e s e n t - d a y  Harwich a r e a  was i n h a b i t e d  by b o t h  Europeans  and 
n a t i v e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Pokamoket n a t i v e s ,  l o c a l l y  known a s  
t h e  S a w k a t t u k e t t s  o r  S a u g u a t u c k e t t s ,  and Potonumecots  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
combine w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e  food  r e s o u r c e s  a s  t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  
b a s e .  Corn a g r i c u l t u r e  was i m p o r t a n t  and was p r o b a b l y  c e n t e r e d  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  A l l e n s  Harbor  
and H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a r e a s .  Hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  were  a l s o  l i k e l y  
i m p o r t a n t .  S h e l l f i s h ,  w h a l e s ,  s e a l s ,  and f i s h  were p r o b a b l y  
e x p l o i t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Nan tucke t  Sound s h o r e l i n e .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  
Her r ing  R i v e r  and Red R i v e r  a r e a s  had a l e w i f e  r u n s .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a l l  of t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  Harwich a r e a .  Corn was t h e  major  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c r o p  grown 
w i t h  o t h e r  c e r e a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  r y e  and wheat .  V e g e t a b l e s  and 
f r u i t s  such  a s  a p p l e s  and p e a r s  were a l s o  grown. Some E n g l i s h  hay  
may have been grown. Some E n g l i s h  hay may have  been  grown. 
However, most hay  was t h e  p r o d u c t  of s a l t  hay c u t  from t h e  marshes  
i n  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  C a t t l e ,  p i g s ,  s h e e p ,  h o r s e s ,  and oxen 
were a l s o  p r e s e n t .  Domes t i ca t e  fowl  such  a s  c h i c k e n s ,  ducks  and 
g e e s e  were a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y ,  European s e t t l e r s  a l s o  
p r o b a b l y  h u n t e d ,  f i s h e d ,  and g a t h e r e d  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h  t o  
supplement  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  b a s e .  Some commercial  
f i s h i n g  may a l s o  have  been  pu r sued  a t  t h i s  time. However, most 
f i s h i n g  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e  was p r o b a b l y  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  The 
H e r r i n g  R i v e r ,  A l l e n s  H a r b o r ,  and Wychmere Harbor  a r e a s  may have  
h a r b o r e d  s m a l l  v e s s e l s .  Europeans may a l s o  have  e x p l o i t e d  d r i f t  
whales  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .  Mills a r e  n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  Harwich d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, mills were p r e s e n t  i n  Brews te r  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  t h e n  p a r t  of  Harwich. 

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

While some n a t i v e  t r a i l s  were s t i l l  i n  u s e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
most had been upgraded t o  roadways s u f f i c i e n t  t o  h a n d l e  c a r t  and 
some coach t r a v e l .  Queen Anne ' s  Road o r  t h e  Old Monomoy Road was 
deve loped  a s  a  highway a s  e a r l y  a s  1678. O the r  r o a d s  now commonly 
used  i n c l u d e d  t h e  r o u t e  t o  Chatham, t h e  Sou th  County Road, t h e  
Chatham Road, and t h e  s o u t h  P a r i s h  Road. A s  s e t t l e m e n t  was now 
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d e v e l o p i n g  a t  a  f a s t e r  r a t e ,  s o  were  s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  a s  l o c a l  
e x t e n s i o n s  of t h e  r o a d s  n o t e d  above.  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  by t h e  end of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  i t  i s  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  50 t o  100 n a t i v e s  remained  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l imits 
of t h e  township .  Most n a t i v e s  were p r o b a b l y  C h r i s t i a n i z e d ,  l i v i n g  
on i s o l a t e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  Some n a t i v e s  may have  remained  i n  t h e  
P r a y i n g  V i l l a g e  of S a w k a t t u c k e t .  However, t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  and 
compos i t i on  of t h e  v i l l a g e  is  unknown. 

European p o p u l a t i o n s  grew c o n s i d e r a b l y  f a s t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  than  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  However, 
a c t u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  p r e s e n t - d a y  Harwich a r e  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d e t e r m i n e .  Al though an  o f f i c i a l  census  was f i r s t  made i n  1765 ,  
i t  i n c l u d e d  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  Brews te r  a s  w e l l .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  
1810 c e n s u s  t h a t  Harwich and Brews te r  p o p u l a t i o n s  were l i s t e d  
s e p a r a t e l y .  Deyo (1890:  835-37)  l i s t s  s e v e r a l  s e t t l e r s  b e f o r e  
1750. I n  a l l ,  by t h a t  d a t e ,  42 male s e t t l e r s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  
r e s i d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  l imits of t h e  p r e s e n t  town. I t  is  u n l i k e l y  
t h i s  l i s t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t o t a l  number of i n h a b i t a n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
town a s  i t  e x i s t s  t oday .  However, even i f  Deyo l s  l i s t  were  
c o r r e c t ,  a t  l e a s t  210 p e r s o n s  may have  been  p r e s e n t  (assuming  a  
f a m i l y  of f i v e  f o r  each  ma le ) .  The number was p r o b a b l y  l a r g e r .  
The census  of 1765 l i s t s  1 , 6 8 1  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  Harwich (Harwich and 
B r e w s t e r ) ;  i n  1776 ,  1 , 8 6 5  p e r s o n s  a r e  l i s t e d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The pace  of European s e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  r a p i d  r a t e  d u r i n g  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  While  some s e t t l e m e n t  and p u r c h a s e s  o f  
n a t i v e  l a n d s  had o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  t h e  b u l k  
of  Harwich l a n d s  were  n o t  p u r c h a s e d  and p a r c e l e d  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  c a .  
1675-1730 p e r i o d .  For example,  most of t h e  l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  
i n  t h e  Harwich P o r t  and S o u t h  Harwich a r e a s  was n o t  p a r c e l e d  o u t  
and s e t t l e d  u n t i l  c a .  1680-90. Lands i n  t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a r e a  
were a l s o  s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  More l a n d  was a l s o  s e t t l e d  
when t h e  Yarmouth boundary  was a d j u s t e d  i n  1681. From 1708 t o  
1730,  Wing 's  P u r c h a s e  i n  West Harwich r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  b u l k  of 
l a n d s  wes t  of t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  and l a n d s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of town b e i n g  p a r c e l e d  o u t .  The c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of 
Harwich was n o t  p a r c e l e d  o u t  u n t i l  1713-14. A t  t h a t  time, Quason 
Purchase  l a n d s  were d i v i d e d .  These l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  a  l a r g e  t r a c t  
of l a n d  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of Queen Anne Road s o u t h  of Long Pond. 
Lands i n  t h e  E a s t  Harwich a r e a  were p a r c e l e d  o u t  i n  1730 w i t h  t h e  
L i t t l e  D i v i s i o n  of t h e  Quason P u r c h a s e .  

Harwich was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  t ownsh ip  i n  1694. The f i r s t  c h u r c h  
( e i g h t  male members) i n  t h e  town was g a t h e r e d  i n  1700 (Freeman 
1869:  494) .  I n  1747 t h e  p r e s e n t  Harwich a r e a  was s e t  o f f  and 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  Sou th  P r e c i n c t  o r  Second P a r i s h  of t h e  town. 
Harwich ' s  f i r s t  s e l e c t m e n  were  e l e c t e d  i n  1701.  While  Freeman 
(1869:  494) n o t e s  1700 a s  t h e  f i r s t  g a t h e r i n g  of a  chu rch  i n  
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Harwich, Deyo (1890:  839) n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  o l d e s t  chu rch  i n  t h e  town 
was t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  c o n s t i t u t e d  on November 1 2 ,  1747 and 
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  f i r s t  mee t inghouse  was a l s o  b u i l t  a round  t h i s  t ime .  
The second Harwich church  c o n s t i t u t e d  was t h e  S e p a r a t e  o r  New 
L i g h t  Church i n  ca .  1751. A B a p t i s t  chu rch  was f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  i n  
ca .  1757 w i t h  t h e  Arminian o r  F r e e  W i l l  B a p t i s t  Church c o n s t i t u t e d  
i n  1779. A M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  S o c i e t y  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1797 i n  
E a s t  Harwi c h .  

While  n a t i v e s  were p r e s e n t  i n  Harwich t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d ,  t h e i r  numbers were c o n s t a n t l y  d e c l i n i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  
i s  unknown whether  o r  n o t  r ema in ing  n a t i v e s  were s e t t l e d  i n  g roups  
o r  a s  i s o l a t e d  r e s i d e n t s .  The l a t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  seems p r o b a b l e ,  
s i n c e  s e v e r a l  f a r m s t e a d s  owned by i n d i v i d u a l  n a t i v e s  can  b e  
documented. However, P r a y i n g  I n d i a n s  may have  been  l i v i n g  a s  a  
group  a s  w e l l .  

D .  Economic Base 

A s  s e t t l e m e n t  expanded i n  Harwich d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  s o  
d i d  t h e  t own ' s  economic b a s e .  A g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  he  i m p o r t a n t .  However, f i s h e r i e s  and m a r i t i m e  r e l a t e d  t r a d e s  
deve loped  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b u s i n e s s  of t h e  town. The Nor th  
P r e c i n c t  of Harwich ( B r e w s t e r )  was t h e  c e n t e r  of e a r l y  wha l ing  
b u s i n e s s e s .  Some wha l ing  and codf i s h i n g  were a l s o  done i n  t h e  
s o u t h  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Harwich a r e a ,  b u t  p r e s e n t - d a y  Brews te r  was 
c l e a r l y  t h e  c e n t e r  of e a r l y  f i s h e r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War app roached ,  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  d e v e l o p e d ,  
b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  war and t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  whale  
f i s h e r y  t h a t  f i s h i n g  a l o n g  H a r w i c h l s  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  was c l e a r l y  
i m p o r t a n t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  was n o t  wha l ing  b u t  c o d f i s h i n g  t h a t  
deve loped .  

A s  f i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  deve loped  a l o n g  H a r w i c h l s  Nan tucke t  Sound 
s h o r e l i n e ,  s o  d i d  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and o t h e r  m a r i t i m e  r e l a t e d  t r a d e s .  
V e s s e l s  of v a r i o u s  s i z e s  were p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  a l o n g  H a r w i c h l s  
e n t i r e  c o a s t l i n e ,  a s  v e s s e l s  c o u l d  b e  b u i l t  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  f rom 
t h e  w a t e r  and towed by  oxen i n  w a t e r  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  However, i t  
was t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  deve loped  a s  a  major  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  c e n t e r .  

Mills were a l s o  r e s e n t  i n  Harwich d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
Samuel H a l l  e r e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  w a t e r  m i l l  on  H e r r i n g  R i v e r ,  
p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a s  h e  d i e d  i n  1729 (Deyo 1890:  836) .  
O the r  mills may a l s o  have e x i s t e d ;  however ,  t h e  c e n t e r  of e a r l y  
m i l l  a c t i v i t y  was i n  t h e  Nor th  P r e c i n c t  i n  p r e s e n t  B r e w s t e r .  S a l t  
works by s o l a r  h e a t  were  n o t  p o p u l a r  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
War. U n t i l  t h a t  time, s a l t  was produced  i n  t h e  home by  b o i l i n g  
s e a  w a t e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few houses  i n  t h e  town a r e  r e l i a b l y  d a t e d ;  t h e y  
i n c l u d e  p r i m a r i l y  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  d o u b l e - p i l e  houses  w i t h  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys,  p r i m a r i l y  f i v e  bays  i n  w id th .  Two examples  of 
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t h e  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y  v e r s i o n  of t h i s  form of c e n t e r  chimney house  a r e  
a l s o  known, one of s i x  and one of f i v e  b a y s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  When t h e  town of  Harwich was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two 
p a r i s h e s ,  t h e  Sou th  P r e c i n c t  b u i l t  a  house  (1747)  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  a  
s q u a r i s h  g a b l e  roof  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  e n t r i e s  on t h r e e  s i d e s  and of 
two s t o r i e s .  The town 's  s e v e r a l  S e p a r a t e  g roups  a l s o  b u i l t  
h o u s e s ,  b u t  of unknown a p p e a r a n c e ;  c a .  1749 t h e  f i r s t  i n  an 
unknown l o c a t i o n ,  c a .  1751  t h e  second  i n  West Harwich,  c a .  1757 i n  
Nor th  Harwich a s  B a p t i s t .  

VII .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  highways remain  i n  u s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  
Queen Anne Road t h r o u g h  Nor th  Harwich and E a s t  Harwich,  and t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  Chatham Road Branch (Old Chatham Road-Main 
S t r ee t -Cha tham ~ o a d )  f rom Nor th  Harwich t h r o u g h  Harwich C e n t e r  and 
Sou th  Harwich. Sou th  P a r i s h  Harwich was connec ted  t o  Nor th  P a r i s h  
(Brews te r  a f t e r  1803)  b y  P l e a s a n t  Lake r o a d .  From Harwich C e n t e r  
r o a d s  l e d  s o u t h w e s t  t o  West Harwich ( S i s s o n  Road-Main S t r e e t )  and 
Harwich P o r t  ( S o u t h  S t r e e t  and Bank S t r e e t ) .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  a  s o u t h e r n ,  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  Sou th  
Harwich, Harwich P o r t ,  and West Harwich (Main S t r e e t / R o u t e  28) .  
I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  r o a d s  ex t ended  from Chatham t o  B r e w s t e r ,  and 
from E a s t  Harwich t o  O r l e a n s  (Church  S t r e e t - H a r w i c h  Road) .  

By t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t s  and t h e  B a p t i s t s  
outnumbered t h e  Orthodox C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  and r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  
a  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  S t a n d i n g  Order  f o r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s .  A B a p t i s t  i s  
c a l l e d ,  b u t  when s c a n d a l  a r i s e s ,  i s  r e p l a c e d  by an e l d e r .  I n  1792 
t h e  town a g a i n  c a l l s  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  town 
meet inghouse  and t h e  B a p t i s t s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  own house .  During 
t h e  1790s t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  l o n g  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  t own ' s  
a s s e s s o r s  u n t i l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1798 f r e e s  them from m i n i s t e r i a l  
t a x a t i o n .  Some S e p a r a t i s t s  became i n v o l v e d  a s  F r e e  W i l l  B a p t i s t s  
between 1779 and 1789. M e t h o d i s t s  found f o l l o w e r s  i n  t h e  town a s  
e a r l y  a s  1797 and i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1809. With t h i s  " d e f e c t i o n 1 '  
from o r thodoxy ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  t e m p o r a r i l y  d i s s o l v e d  
i n  1819. The town b u i l t  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  i n  1789. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of  Harwich and B r e w s t e r ,  t h e  o l d  town of  
Harwich had a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1800 of 2 , 8 5 7 ,  second  l a r g e s t  
town on t h e  Cape a f t e r  B a r n s t a b l e .  Based on t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  two towns a  decade  l a t e r ,  B rews te r  s e p a r a t e d  from Harwich w i t h  
a b o u t  36% of t h e  o l d  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  Harwich w i t h  1 , 9 4 2  
p e r s o n s  i n  1810. Between 1810 and 1820 ,  Harwich grew by an 
a v e r a g e  of o n l y  3.8 p e r s o n s  p e r  year--much t h e  l o w e s t  r a t e  of any 
of t h e  towns a round h e r  (Chatham, 29.6;  B r e w s t e r ,  17 .3 ;  Denn i s ,  
25 .8) .  Ha rwich ' s  r e a l  growth o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  two d e c a d e s  
1820-1840, when i t s  r a t e  of 47 .3  and 47.7 i n  s u c c e s s i v e  decades  
o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  same towns ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of D e n n i s ' s  62.5 i n  
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t h e  l a t t e r  d e c a d e ) .  By 1830 ,  Harwich ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  had r e a c h e d  
2 ,453 ,  making i t  t h e n  t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  town on t h e  Cape. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A f t e r  1803,  Sou th  P a r i s h  Harwich was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of 
Harwich. While growth  c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  s e v e r a l  i n l a n d  h a m l e t s ,  
new s e t t l e m e n t  deve lopments  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  were 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  l o c a t e d  i n  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e .  A t  t h e  
Sou th  P a r i s h  meet inghouse  c e n t e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  
was removed and r e p l a c e d  i n  1792. Harwich Cen te r  remained t h e  
c i v i c  f o c u s  th rough  t h e  p e r i o d .  S e v e r a l  s t o r e s  l o c a t e d  h e r e ,  and 
by 1830 abou t  10 houses  were c l u s t e r e d  n e a r  t h e  chu rch .  To t h e  
w e s t ,  t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  m i l l  f o c u s  a t  Nor th  Harwich on Chatham 
Road c o n t i n u e d  a s  a  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r .  A B a p t i s t  meet inghouse  was 
l o c a t e d  h e r e  i n  1804. By 1825 a  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r y  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  
( F a c t o r y  Road a t  H e r r i n g  ~ i v e r ) ,  and a  c l u s t e r  of  r e s i d e n c e s  
ex t ended  wes t  of t h e  r i v e r  on Old Chatham Road. I n  t h e  e a s t ,  a  
Me thod i s t  chu rch  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  Chatham b o r d e r  on  Queen Anne 
Road i n  1799. T h i s  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1811 ,  and by  p e r i o d ' s  end a  
s m a l l  c l u s t e r  of d w e l l i n g s  had deve loped  n e a r b y .  

I n  t h e  s o u t h ,  new development  f o c u s e d  a l o n g  t h e  County Road (Main 
S t r e e t )  c o r r i d o r .  S a l t w o r k s  were b u i l t  a long  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  
t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  from H e r r i n g  R i v e r  t o  t h e  Red R i v e r .  I n  1828 ,  t h e  
Nor th  Harwich B a p t i s t  Church was r e l o c a t e d  t o  West Harwich i n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t ,  wes t  of H e r r i n g  R i v e r .  L i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  development  
a long  County Road was g r e a t e s t  from h e r e  e a s t  t o  Harwich P o r t ,  and 
growth  ex tended  n o r t h e a s t  toward Harwich C e n t e r  a l o n g  S i s s o n  
Road. E l sewhere ,  d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  a long  
t h e  main highways s u c h  a s  Chatham Road and Queen Anne Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

A s  i t  had i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  domina ted  
Harwich i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  l o c a l l y  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  b e i n g  
"one of t h e  t h r e e  l a r g e s t  f i s h i n g  c e n t e r s  on t h e  Cape" ( 2 7 5 t h  
A n n i v e r s a r  p .  1 7 ) .  I n  1802 t h e r e  were between 15  and E s s e l s  
T T 5 F T & i h i n g  , w h i l e  f o u r  o t h e r s  (100  t o n s  e a c h )  were  engaged 
i n  cod f i s h i n g  a t  Newfoundland and Labrador .  A s s o c i a t e d  
i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d e d  b o a t  b u i l d i n g ,  b a r r e l  making, and l i m i t e d  s a l t  
manufac tu re .  Local  h i s t o r i e s  c r e d i t  Reuben S e a r s  of  Harwich w i t h  
t h e  i n v e n t i o n  of an i m p o r t a n t  r o l l i n g  roo f  f o r  t h e  s a l t  v a t s  i n  
1793 ,  and t h e  1797 o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  S a l t  Works 
Company i n  Harwich. However, b o t h  Reuben S e a r s  and t h e  s a l t  works 
company were p r o b a b l y  l o c a t e d  i n  o l d  Harwich ' s  n o r t h  p r e c i n c t  
( c l o s e  t o  E a s t  Denn i s ,  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s a l t  m a n u f a c t u r e ) ,  now 
t h e  town of Brews te r .  The 1809 s t a t i s  t i c s  f o r  s a l t  manufac tu re  
gave Brews te r  s a l t  works a  c a p a c i t y  o v e r  t e n  t i m e s  t h a t  of 
Harwich, whose c a p a c i t y  was t h e  s m a l l e s t  of t h e  e l e v e n  towns 
r e p o r t i n g .  

Both t h e  Andrews R i v e r  and t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  remained i m p o r t a n t  
s o u r c e s  of a l e w i v e s .  
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The s m a l l  c o t t o n  m i l l  of t h e  Chatham 6 Harwich Mfg. Company was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1827 on t h e  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a t  Nor th  Harwich. The 
company d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l ,  though t h e  m i l l  
remained i n  u s e  f o r  some time. A s  y e t  u n e x p l a i n e d  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of f o u r  s m a l l  lamp b l a c k  makers by 1832.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of s u r v i v i n g  houses  d a t e d  t o  t h i s  
p e r i o d  a r e  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  doub le  p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney 
forms .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  a r e a  towns t h e r e  a r e  n e a r l y  e q u a l  
numbers ( c a .  15  e a c h )  of f i v e -  , f o u r -  , and t h r e e - b a y  examples  
( t h e  l a t t e r  most numerous w i t h  o v e r  20 examples ) .  Most of t h e s e  
employ ex tended  s t u d  h e i g h t ,  i n c r e a s i n g  room i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y .  
One example s u r v i v e s  of two j o i n e d  f o u r - b a y  houses  w i t h  uneven 
r i d g e  l i n e s ,  and a n o t h e r  o f  two j o i n e d  t h r e e - b a y  houses  unde r  a  
un i form r i d g e l i n e .  Most examples  have  l i t t l e  ornament  beyond 
p i l a s t e r s  and e n t a b l a t u r e  a t  t h e  e n t r y ,  though two have  q u o i n s .  
S t i l l  o n l y  ; s m a l l  numbers of 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  houses  s u r v i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a  f o u r - b a y  g a b l e  roo f  form and t h r e e  h i p  r o o f ,  f i v e - b a y  fo rms ,  one 
w i t h  c e n t e r  chimney and two w i t h  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  chimneys.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The S o u t h  P a r i s h  b u i l t  i t s  second meet inghouse  i n  
1792,  w i t h  a  po rch  e n t r y  and no s p i r e ,  two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  The 
B a p t i s t s  a l s o  b u i l t  a  s econd  house  i n  1804 ,  of unknown 
appea rance .  The M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  f i r s t  house  i n  E a s t  
Harwich i n  1799 ,  t h e i r  s econd  i n  1811 ;  t h i s  was,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  a  
s q u a r e ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s  and wide c o r n i c e ,  b u t  
i t  was a l t e r e d  i n  1905. The town ' s  f i r s t  s c h o o l h o u s e  " r ed  top1'  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1775 ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  were 
added i n  1789. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

I n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  dock f a c i l i t i e s  were improved a t  Harwich P o r t ,  and 
wharves were e x t e n d e d  i n t o  Nantucke t  Sound a t  Sea S t r e e t  (Marsh 
Bank Wharf,  1 8 4 1 ) ,  Bank S t r e e t  (Union Wharf ,  1 8 4 9 ) ,  and Snow I n n  
road  (Long Wharf) .  By t h e  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a  new, Lower County 
Road ex tended  wes t  from Harwich P o r t ,  F o r e s t  Road s t r e t c h e d  
d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  t o  Harwich C e n t e r ,  and M i l e s  S t r e e t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
n o r t h  of Harwich P o r t ' s  Main S t r e e t .  To t h e  e a s t ,  Deep Hole  Road 
and Uncle  Ven ie s  Road were ex t ended  from S o u t h  Harwich t o  a  wharf 
a t  t h e  s h o r e ,  and i n  t h e  wes t  a  wharf was l o c a t e d  a t  West Harwich 
i n  1848. A new e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  Harwich 
C e n t e r  ( G r e a t  Wes te rn  Road, Or leans-Harwich  Road) i n  t h e  mid 1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  b u t  a  more s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n  was t h e  open ing  of t h e  
Cape Cod C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d  i n  1865. The l i n e  e n t e r e d  t h e  town i n  
t h e  west from Denn i s ,  w i t h  a  d e p o t  wes t  of Harwich C e n t e r .  I t  
t h e n  t u r n e d  n o r t h ,  p a s s i n g  between H i n c k l e y ' s ,  Seymour, and Long 
ponds i n t o  Brews t e r  . 
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The number of r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  town c o n t i n u e d  t o  
i n c r e a s e  r a p i d l y .  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  F i r s t  Church r e o r g a n i z e d  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  and p rompt ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  new house ;  t h e  
denomina t ion  added a  s econd  s o c i e t y  i n  Harwich P o r t  i n  1855. The 
B a p t i s t s  r e l o c a t e d  from Nor th  t o  West Harwich i n  1828.  The 
M e t h o d i s t s ,  however ,  expanded most r a p i d l y ,  a d d i n g  a  s o c i e t y  i n  
Sou th  Harwich i n  1836 ,  Nor th  Harwich i n  1842,  and B e t h e l  i n  1853. 
South  and North were founded a s  Reformed Method i s t  S o c i e t y  
( a n t i e p i s c o p a l )  and became Wesleyan d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ;  by  t h e  1850s 
t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  f o l d ,  which may have  been  
t h e  c a u s e  of t h e  found ing  of B e t h e l .  I n  1865 t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s  
were s u f f i c i e n t l y  numerous t o  w a r r a n t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  
chu rch .  The P i n e  Grove Seminary  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town from 1844 
u n t i l  s o l d  t o  t h e  town i n  1869. The r e v i v e d  Masons formed a  l o d g e  
h e r e  i n  1860. 

Harwich i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  grew by 2 5 . 5 % - - t h e  t h i r d  
f a s t e s t  growing community i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  a f t e r  Province town and 
Dennis .  I t s  g r e a t e s t  g rowth  p e r i o d  was i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 s ,  when t h e  
town grew by o v e r  47 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r  on a v e r a g e .  I n  t h e  1840s 
t h i s  growth slowed ( t o  32.8)  and between 1850 and 1855 i t  remained 
s t a t i o n a r y .  Between 1855 and 1865,  t h e  town a g a i n  expanded b y  
32.4 and 23.4 p e r s o n s  a n n u a l l y  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  f i v e - y e a r  
p e r i o d s .  Harwich ' s  d e c l i n e  s e t  i n  a f t e r  1875. I n  i t s  peak y e a r ,  
1865 ,  w i t h  3 ,540 p e r s o n s ,  Harwich was s t i l l  t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  
town i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  a f t e r  B a r n s t a b l e ,  Sandwich,  and Dennis .  I t  
was a  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  t h e  town would n o t  s e e  a g a i n  u n t i l  t h e  
l a t e  1950s .  

I n  1855 ,  f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  amounted t o  1 . 3 %  of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  w e l l  below t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e .  T h i s  g roup  c o n s i s t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  of I r i s h  ( 1 0 )  and E n g l i s h  ( 9 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

New development  c o n t i n u e d  a t  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  b u t  g rowth  th rough  
t h e  p e r i o d  took  p l a c e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  v i l l a g e s ,  
and s e t t l e m e n t  began t o  f o c u s  i n  t h e  Harwich P o r t  a r e a .  Harwich 
Cen te r  remained t h e  p r imary  c i v i c  and commercial  f o c u s  a l o n g  t h e  
Chatham Road. The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1832 and 
r emode l l ed  i n  1854. I n  1844 ,  P i n e  Grove Academy was l o c a t e d  j u s t  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  on P a r a l l e l  S t r e e t .  By 1860 ,  t h e  A l m s  House was 
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  on Main S t r e e t  a t  S o u t h  S t r e e t ,  w h i l e  t h e  town 
house  s t o o d  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Main S t r e e t .  I n  1866 ,  a  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  chu rch  was b u i l t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
c h u r c h  on P l e a s a n t  Lake Avenue. Commercial and bank development  
f o c u s e d  on Main S t r e e t  w e s t  of t h e  c h u r c h ,  and i n c l u d e d  t h e  
mass ive  Exchange Block (1855 ,  d e s t r o y e d  1876)  and t h e  Cape Cod 
N a t i o n a l  Bank (1856) .  I n  1865 ,  t h e  Cape Cod C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d  
l o c a t e d  a  depo t  t o  t h e  wes t  of t h e  c e n t e r .  P e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  
development  c o n t i n u e d  on Main S t r e e t  and P a r a l l e l  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  
e x t e n s i o n s  s o u t h  on F o r e s t  S t r e e t  and Bank S t r e e t ,  and n o r t h e a s t  
on Harwich-Or leans  Road. I n  t h e  west, r e s i d e n t i a l  development  
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c o n t i n u e d  a t  Nor th  Harwich a l o n g  Depot S t r e e t  and Chatham Road 
wes t  of H e r r i n g  R i v e r .  The Nor th  Harwich M e t h o d i s t  Church was 
b u i l t  e a s t  of t h e  Depot S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  1842. A t a p  and 
d i e  f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  n e a r b y  i n  1867 ,  b u t  bu rned  a  y e a r  l a t e r .  I n  
t h e  e a s t ,  development  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  Queen Anne Road n e a r  t h e  
E a s t  Harwich M e t h o d i s t  Church.  

New development  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  County Road (Main S t r e e t )  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a t  S o u t h  Harwich. A M e t h o d i s t  chu rch  was b u i l t  h e r e  
on Chatham Road i n  1832,  and l i n e a r  development  e x t e n d e d  e a s t  and 
west a long  Main S t r e e t .  A B e t h e l  Church was added n e a r  t h e  
Chatham l i n e  i n  1853. Development a l s o  ex t ended  s o u t h  a l o n g  Deep 
Hole Road t o  a  Nantucke t  Sound whar f .  I n  1860 ,  a  Masonic l o d g e  
was l o c a t e d  i n  Sou th  Harwich ,  and i n  1865 an  o v e r a l l  f a c t o r y  began 
p r o d u c t i o n  on Main S t r e e t .  I n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  g rowth  c o n t i n u e d  a t  
West Harwich. The B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1841 ,  and i n  
1865 Ocean H a l l  was b u i l t  on D i v i s i o n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  Yarmouth 
b o r d e r .  By p e r i o d ' s  end r e s i d e n t i a l  development  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  
Smi th  Lane n o r t h  of Main S t r e e t ,  and a long  Willow S t r e e t  t o  t h e  
s o u t h .  The main s o u t h e r n  f o c u s  of deve lopment  was Harwich P o r t .  
I n  t h e  1840s ,  wha r f s  were l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  heads  of Sea S t r e e t ,  Bank 
S t r e e t ,  and Snow I n n  Road, and by  p e r i o d ' s  end commercial  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  had been  b u i l t  s o u t h  of Main S t r e e t  a l o n g  
t h e s e  r o a d s .  F i s h  s t o r e s  were l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  t o  t h e  wes t  
of t h e  p i e r s .  Main S t r e e t  remained t h e  p r imary  b u s i n e s s  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c u s ,  and a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  was b u i l t  t h e r e ,  
wes t  of Sea S t r e e t ,  i n  1851. N e w  r e s i d e n c e s  were  a l s o  b u i l t  n o r t h  
of Main on M i l e s  S t r e e t ,  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  and Bank S t r e e t .  

D.  Economic Base 

The f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  c h i e f  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  and u n l i k e  o t h e r  towns,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  expanded 
th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  Twenty v e s s e l s  were r e p o r t e d  c a t c h i n g  cod 
and mackerel  i n  1837 ,  2 2  i n  1845 ,  28 i n  1855 ,  and 36 by 1865- - in  
t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r  employing 419 men. D e s p i t e  t h e s e  s t a t e  c e n s u s  
f i g u r e s ,  t h e  peak y e a r  was i n  1851 ,  when Harwich had 48 v e s s e l s  
employing 577 men and boys .  

Cod dominated t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  e a c h  s t a t e  census  y e a r  e x c e p t  
1855. Although t h e  number of  b o a t s  and men c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  
i n c r e a s e  t h a t  y e a r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 s ,  t h e  
Harwich f i s h i n g  f l e e t  t u r n e d  t o  m a c k e r e l ,  h i t h e r t o  caugh t  i n  
r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  amounts.  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  mackere l  c a t c h  was 
va lued  a t  o v e r  t e n  times t h e  amount a  decade  e a r l i e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  
cod v a l u e  had d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d .  A good p a r t  of t h e  
mackerel  i n c r e a s e  can p r o b a b l y  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  development  of  
t h e  commercial  f i s h i n g  companies .  The two l a r g e s t - - o f  t h e  f o u r  
r e p o r t i n g  i n  1850--were t h e  Commercial Wharf Company (29  v e s s e l s ,  
385 men) and t h e  Marsh Bank Wharf Company (27  v e s s e l s ,  378 men). 
Both s e n t  t w i c e  t h e  number of  v e s s e l s  and men a f t e r  mackere l  t h a n  
t h e y  d i d  a f t e r  cod. By 1865 ,  b o t h  cod and macke re l  c a t c h e s  were 
o v e r  $115,000,  t h e  Harwich cod c a t c h  r a n k i n g  t h i r d  i n  t h e  Cape 
census  r e p o r t s .  
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Harwich s h a r e d  t h e  c o a s t i n g  b u s i n e s s  of t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  w i t h  h e r  
n e i g h b o r s  t o  t h e  west, Dennis  and B a r n s t a b l e .  I n  1865 t h e  Harwich 
t r a d e  was t h e  t h i r d  most p r o s p e r o u s  on t h e  Cape ( f o l l o w i n g  h e r  
n e i g h b o r s ) ,  w i t h  36 v e s s e l s  employing 131  men, s a i l i n g  from s o u t h  
s h o r e  coves .  A f t e r  1865 ,  w i t h  t h e  open ing  of t h e  Cape Cod C e n t r a l  
t h rough  Harwich t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e  seems t o  have  
c o m p l e t e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  may have  
been  p a r t  of t h e  s t i m u l u s  i n a u g u r a t i n g  s e v e r a l  l a n d - b a s e d  
i n d u s t r i e s - - f i s h e r m e n ' s  b o o t s  and s l i p p e r s  ( 1 8 6 5 ) ,  o v e r a l l s  
( 1 8 6 5 ) ,  and B.F. Bee ' s  t a p  and d i e  f a c t o r y  (1867) .  

The same p e r i o d  a l s o  saw t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of t h e  c r a n b e r r y  
i n d u s t r y ,  s a i d  t o  have  been  i n t r o d u c e d  by A l v i n  and Cyrus Cahoon 
by 1847. A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, r e t u r n i n g  s o l d i e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
unemployed m a r i n e r s ,  t ook  t o  c u l t i v a t i n g  c r a n b e r r y  bogs .  Between 
1855 and 1865,  bog a c r e a g e  r o s e  from 17 a c r e s  ( g i v i n g  t h e  town a  
r a n k  of f i f t h  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t )  t o  209 a c r e s ,  g i v i n g  t h e  town t h e  
l a r g e s t  amount of  bog l a n d  of any i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  ( T h a t  y e a r ,  
B a r n s t a b l e  County was a l s o  t h e  c h i e f  p roduc ing  c o u n t y  i n  t h e  
s t a t e . )  Genera l  f a r m i n g ,  however ,  was e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  i n  
Harwich. Only 14  of  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  942 f a r m s  were l o c a t e d  i n  
Harwich, p l a c i n g  t h e  town n i n t h  among t h e  1 3  Cape towns. 

I n  t h e  1850s ,  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  and t h e  c r a n b e r r y  i n d u s t r y  
expand ing ,  two banks were o r g a n i z e d  i n  q u i c k  s u c c e s s i o n - - t h e  Bank 
of Cape Cod i n  1855 and t h e  Cape Cod F i v e  Cent  S a v i n g s  Bank i n  
1 8 5 6 - - p o s s i b l y  o n l y  t h e  second  and t h i r d  banks  t o  b e  o r g a n i z e d  
s i n c e  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  Bank (Yarmouth P o r t )  i n  1825.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  doub le  p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney houses  
remained p o p u l a r  ( c a .  5  were  b u i l t )  i n  b o t h  f o u r -  and f i v e - b a y  
fo rms ;  a  l a t e  example h a s  a  s h a r p  f a c a d e  g a b l e  and bay windows. 
By t h e  decade  of t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  however ,  t h e  predominant  form was t h e  
g a b l e  f r o n t ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  house  i n  b o t h  1 1 / 2 -  and 2  
1 / 2 - s t o r y  h e i g h t s .  The fo rmer  a r e a  most numerous ( 6 1 5 ) ,  and some 
examples i n c l u d e  f i n e  d e t a i l i n g  and e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e  b a s i c  
form: a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e g r a l  s i d e  e l l s  ( c a .  5 ) ,  s m a l l  h o r i z o n t a l l y  
r e c t a n g u l a r  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y ,  a  d o r i c  po rch  w i t h i n  t h e  
main b l o c k  of t h e  f a c a d e ,  and a n o t h e r  on a  s i d e  e l l .  Most a r e  
ornamented w i t h  door  s u r r o u n d s ,  p i l a s t e r s ,  wide c o r n i c e  b o a r d s .  
Of t h e  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y  examples  ( c a .  7 ) ,  two have  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e i r  
l o n g  s i d e ,  one employs a  f u l l  Dor i c  p o r t i c o ,  and one i s  L - p l a n  
w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  f a c a d e ' s  l o n g  e l e m e n t ,  w i t h  p o r c h  and c u p o l a ;  
ornament i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  s m a l l e r  examples ,  w i t h  t h e  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n  of an I t a l i a n a t e  v o c a b u l a r y  ( b r a c k e t s  and roundheaded 
windows) i n  an a d d i t i o n a l  f o u r  examples .  A g roup  of s m a l l  h o u s e s  
were c o n s t r u c t e d  two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  unde r  a  mansard r o o f ,  
p r i m a r i l y  f i v e  bays  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church b u i l t  i s  t h e  t h i r d  
meet inghouse  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  i n  1832 ,  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  40 
x  54 f e e t ,  w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r y ,  s q u a r e  tower w i t h  b e l f r y ,  
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roundheaded windows; i t  was remodeled w i t h  p l a n s  by  J .  D. Towle of 
Boston i n  1854 i n t o  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  ped imented  and tower f a c a d e  w i t h  
e l a b o r a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l i n g  and s p i r e .  The town 's  second  
Method i s t  s o c i e t y  b u i l t  i t s  house  i n  S o u t h  Harwich i n  1836 ,  g a b l e  
f r o n t  i n  fo rm,  s i n g l e - s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t ,  p a i r e d  e n t r y ,  l a n c e t  headed 
door s  and windows. When t h e  B a p t i s t s  moved t o  West Harwich t h e y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  new meet inghouse  ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  fo rm,  two 
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  s q u a r e  tower w i t h  c l o c k  and s p i r e  ove r  main 
b l o c k ,  s i n g l e  e n t r y  and p i l a s t e r s  on f a c a d e ,  s q u a r e  headed  
windows. A g roup  wi thd rawing  from t h e  S o u t h  Harwich M e t h o d i s t  
S o c i e t y  formed B e t h e l  n e a r b y  i n  1853 ,  and c o n s t r u c t e d  a  g a b l e  
f r o n t  house  w i t h  s q u a r e  b e l f r y  w i t h  p i n n a c l e s ,  p a i r e d  e n t r y ,  
s q u a r e  headed o p e n i n g s  ( t a k e n  down, 1920-23) .  A Second 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y ,  P i l g r i m ,  was formed i n  Harwich P o r t  and i n  
1854 c o n s t r u c t e d  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  house  w i t h  s q u a r e  tower  c l o c k  and 
s p i r e ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  t a l l  roundheaded windows, p i l a s t e r s ,  and wide 
c o r n i c e  b o a r d ;  i t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  been  g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d  th rough  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  of pedimented v e s t i b u l e  w i t h  f r e e s t a n d i n g  Tuscan 
p o r t i c o .  The town ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c s  b u i l t  Holy T r i n i t y  i n  1866 
(bu rned  i n  1 9 2 7 ) ;  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  b l o c k  h a s  a  s q u a r e  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
tower w i t h  o c t a g o n a l  b e l f r y  and employs roundheaded windows. 

A West Harwich s c h o o l  from t h i s  p e r i o d  is a  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  roof  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  hooded e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  end b a y ,  ornamented by 
p i l a s t e r s  and wide c o r n i c e  b o a r d s .  A t i n y  s c h o o l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  B a s s e t v i l l e ,  of g a b l e  f r o n t  fo rm,  b u t  o n l y  two bays  i n  w id th .  
Brooks Academy/Pine Grove Seminary  is  a  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  
s t r u c t u r e  of t h r e e  bays  b e h i n d  a  f u l l  D o r i c  p o r t i c o  of f o u r  
columns;  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s  a r e  d i v i d e d  by a  s i n g l e  b l i n d  d o o r ,  w i t h  
s i d e  e l l .  

Commercial: The t o w n l s  most e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  commercial  
s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  p e r i o d  is t h e  bank of 1856,  a  s m a l l  g a b l e  f r o n t  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  f u l l  C o r i n t h i a n  p o r t i c o ,  a  t h r e e - b a y  s i d e  e n t r y  
f a c a d e  and roundheaded windows. The r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  is a  h i p  
roof  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  wide ove rhang ing  e a v e s ,  and e n t r y  a t  e a c h  end 
and c e n t r a l  bay  window w i t h  g a b l e  ove rhang ing  r o o f .  S t o r e s  
s u r v i v e  a s  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  Greek o r  
I t a l i a n a t e  ornament .  The f i r s t  Exchange B u i l d i n g  was a  2  
1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  43 x  64 f e e t ,  w i t h  s t o r e s  on t h e  
f i r s t  and a  h a l l  on t h e  second  s t o r y .  

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  road  and r a i l  ne twork  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  of t h e  Chatham Branch R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  which e x t e n d e d  
e a s t  from Harwich Depot ,  and p a s s e d  n o r t h  of Harwich C e n t e r  and 
Sou th  Harwich i n t o  Chatham. 

According t o  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s ,  H a r w i c h l s  
u n u s u a l l y  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  ( n e a r l y  15% of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n )  between 
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1865 and 1870 was o f f s e t  by an unusua l  g a i n  i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  f i v e  
y e a r s .  A s  t h i s  unusua l  p a t t e r n  is r e p e a t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
o t h e r  towns (Denn i s ,  O r l e a n s ,  and Edgartown) , i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h e r e  may be  a  r e p o r t i n g  problem i n  t h e  1870 F e d e r a l  census  (1865 
and '75 b e i n g  s t a t e  c e n s u s e s ) .  A f t e r  1875 Harwich ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
i n  company w i t h  most of t h e  rest  of  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ,  s t e a d i l y  
d e c l i n e d .  I n  1910 ,  t h e  town r e p o r t e d  2,115 p e r s o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a  l o s s  of n e a r l y  one t h i r d  of t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  s i n c e  1870.  
Between 1910 and 1915 t h e  town g a i n e d  a t  a  r a t e  of 12 .8  p e r s o n s  
p e r  y e a r ,  and p r o b a b l y  would have  c o n t i n u e d  beyond t h a t  p o i n t  had 
n o t  World War I  i n t e r v e n e d .  A s  i t  was,  a s  i n  most towns,  t h e  
momentary g a i n  was more than  o f f s e t  by t h e  l o s s  i n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  
1915-20. 

U n t i l  1895 ,  Harwich m a i n t a i n e d  a  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  of l e s s  
t h a n  2% - -  w e l l  unde r  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e ,  p r i m a r i l y  made up of 
I r i s h  and E n g l i s h  o r  Canad ians .  Tha t  y e a r ,  1895 ,  was t h e  f i r s t  i n  
which t h e  s t a t e  c e n s u s  r e p o r t e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  P o r t u g u e s e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The 107  n a t i v e s  of P o r t u g a l  i n  Harwich t h a t  y e a r  was 
t h e  second  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  i n  t h e  coun ty  ( a f t e r  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  962) 
and r e p r e s e n t e d  8% of  t h e  coun ty  t o t a l .  By 1905 ,  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e ,  
t h e n  numbering 183 ,  made up  70% of Harwich ' s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  Harwich p o p u l a t i o n  r i s e ,  1910-15 ,  t h e  
number of f o r e i g n - b o r n  P o r t u g u e s e  d e c l i n e d  s l i g h t l y  by 1915. 

Harwich l o s t  29% of  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  d e c l i n e  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a v e r a g e  of -9%.  Only 2 %  of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  was f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  1875. By 1905 t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  had 
r i s e n  t o  11%, w i t h  73% of t h e  town 's  immigran t s  P o r t u g u e s e  West 
I s l a n d e r s .  Employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d e c l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
I n  1875 ,  Harwich had t h e  second  l a r g e s t  male w o r k f o r c e  i n  t h e  
r e g i o n ,  w i t h  36% employed a s  f i s h e r m e n  and 28% a s  m a r i n e r s .  By 
1905,  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of l o c a l  f i s h e r i e s  l e f t  o n l y  3 %  of t h e  
work fo rce  employed a s  f i s h e r m e n ,  and 1 6 %  working i n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Meanwhile,  22% were employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  1 8 %  
were engaged i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  and 1 5 %  were  l a b o r e r s .  

A number of  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  were  a c t i v e  l o c a l l y .  A M e t h o d i s t  
Chapel was l o c a t e d  a t  P l e a s a n t  Lake i n  1880. By 1897 ,  however ,  
t h e  Nor th  Harwich M e t h o d i s t  S o c i e t y  had o n l y  two r ema in ing  
members. A P o r t u g u e s e  Nazarene  Church was formed i n  1909. Local  
meet ings  of  J e h o v a h ' s  W i t n e s s e s  i n  S o u t h  Harwich a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  
have  been  i n i t i a t e d  b e f o r e  World War I .  The Cape Cod 
S p i r i t u a l i s t s  and L i b e r a l s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l d  summer mee t ings  a t  
Ocean Grove. A t emperance  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was formed a t  Sou th  
Harwich i n  1888. A h i g h  s c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Harwich C e n t e r  
i n  1881. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S e t t l e m e n t  e x p a n s i o n  s lowed a s  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d ,  b u t  
t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  o r i e n t e d  toward summer r e s o r t  
u s e .  Harwich C e n t e r  remained a  c i v i c  f o c u s ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
a  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( 1 8 8 1 ) ,  l i b r a r y  ( 1 8 8 0 ) ,  and Masonic l o d g e  (1885) .  
Commercial a d d i t i o n s  were  a l s o  made, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  second  Exchange 
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B u i l d i n g ,  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1884 ,  and a  bank 
b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1914. A few s t y l i s h  r e s i d e n c e s  were added i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  and Brooks Park  was e s t a b l i s h e d  e a s t  of t h e  
commercial  a r e a .  A t  Harwich P o r t ,  t h e  Sea View H o t e l  was opened 
wes t  of Wychmere Harbor  i n  1880 ,  t h e  S a t u c k e t  House was b u i l t  i n  
1886 ,  and t h e  Snow I n n  was opened i n  1892. Summer r e s o r t  
r e s i d e n c e s  were  b u i l t  on Main S t r e e t  s o u t h  toward t h e  s h o r e .  By 
c a .  1890 ,  Ocean Grove a l o n g  Ocean Avenue s o u t h  of Main S t r e e t  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  Camp Meet ing grounds  f o r  t h e  Cape Cod 
S p i r i t u a l i s t s  and L i b e r a l s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

R e s o r t  development  a l s o  took  p l a c e  a t  West Harwich,  where t h e  
Belmont H o t e l  (1890)  was l o c a t e d  a t  Belmont r o a d  and Chase S t r e e t  
i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  and summer r e s i d e n c e s  were b u i l t  a l o n g  Chase 
S t r e e t  e a s t  of H e r r i n g  R i v e r ,  and K e l l e y  Road-Rive r s ide  D r i v e  t o  
t h e  wes t .  A P o r t u g u e s e  Nazarene  Church was l o c a t e d  a t  West 
Harwich on K e l l e y  Road i n  1909 ,  i n  a  c o n v e r t e d  b l a c k s m i t h  shop.  
Loca l  P o r t u g u e s e  f a r m i n g  ne ighborhoods  deve loped  n o r t h  o f  Harwich 
Cen te r  on Queen Anne Road n e a r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r ,  and on Main 
S t r e e t  n o r t h  of  Harwich Depot .  I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t h e  P l e a s a n t  Bay 
Club was l o c a t e d  a t  Round Cove by 1910. 

D. Economic Base 

D e s p i t e  t h e  p romis ing  f i s h e r y  s t a t i s t i c s  of t h e  1865 c e n s u s ,  t h e  
r e p o r t s  a  decade  l a t e r  (1875)  omi t  Harwich a l t o g e t h e r .  The l a r g e r  
b o a t s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  C i v i l  War decade ,  r e q u i r e d  d e e p e r  h a r b o r s  
t h a n  Harwich cou ld  p r o v i d e ,  and many Harwich m a r i n e r s  e i t h e r  
r e t i r e d  o r  s a i l e d  from o t h e r  b e t t e r  p o r t s . .  

S m a l l e r  l a n d - b a s e d  i n d u s t r i e s  were c a r r i e d  o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
manufac tu re  of b a r r e l s ,  b o a t s ,  c o n f e c t i o n e r y ,  and b o o t s .  The two 
l a r g e s t  "manufac tur ing"  i n d u s t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  i n  1875 were  J o n a t h a n  
Buck ' s  f a c t o r y  f o r  f i s h e r m e n ' s  b o o t s  and two makers of o v e r a l l s .  
The $20,756 wor th  of b o o t s  was 801 of t h e  t o t a l  coun ty  b o o t  
p r o d u c t i o n .  The o v e r a l l  maker,  E .L .  S t o k e s  6 Co. had 50 employees  
i n  t h e  shop and 250 o u t s i d e  do ing  p iecework .  The two i n d u s t r i e s  
a l o n e  made up n e a r l y  60% of  Harwich ' s  manufac tu red  goods ,  t h e  
t o t a l  of which p l a c e d  t h e  town t h i r d  i n  t h e  r ank  of t h e  t h i r t e e n  
Cape towns ( f o l l o w i n g  Sandwich/Bourne,  and Fa lmouth) .  

The l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  however ,  f o r  most o r  a l l  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  was 
t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of c r a n b e r r i e s .  I n  1895 ,  Harwich ' s  c r a n b e r r y  c r o p  
was v a l u e d  a t  $78 ,077 ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  ( a  
q u a r t e r  of t h e  coun ty  t o t a l )  and exceeded  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o n l y  by 
C a r v e r ,  Plymouth,  and Wareham. 

The f i r s t  h o t e l  t o  open was t h e  Sea V i e w  H o t e l  i n  1880 ,  t e s t i m o n y  
t o  t h e  growing t r a d e  i n  summer v i s i t o r s  and t h e  r e c o v e r y  from t h e  
d e p r e s s i n g  1870s .  The Snow I n n  and t h e  Belmont f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1890s.  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  t own ' s  d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
r e s i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  number of new d w e l l i n g s .  The 
m a j o r i t y  a r e  l a r g e ,  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  o r  py ramida l  b l o c k s  w i t h  
p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e d  bays  on t h e  f r o n t  a n d / o r  s i d e s ,  f u l l  o r  e n t r y  
p o r c h e s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  a  c o r n e r  "gazebo;"  a  s m a l l  
number of  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  examples  a r e  a l s o  known. These employ t h e  
o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l e s  and t u r n e d  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e .  
L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  houses  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e ,  
w i t h  an u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  of gambre l  r o o f s  a s  w e l l  a s  e n t r y  
p o r c h e s  ( c a .  6 ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c l i p p e d  g a b l e ,  i n  t h e s e  modera te  
s i z e  homes. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  No new c h u r c h e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  town. 
With t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and g r a d i n g  of t h e  s c h o o l s  t h e  town b u i l t  a  
h i g h  schoo l  a t  t h e  C e n t e r  ( 1 8 8 1 ) ,  and un i fo rm s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  f o u r  g r a d e s  ( 1 8 9 0 ) ,  of unknown appea rance .  The Brooks Block 
(1880)  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  house  s t o r e s  on t h e  f i r s t  and a  l i b r a r y  
on t h e  second  s t o r y ;  t h i s  l o n g ,  h i p  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  e n t r i e s  
i n  t h e  f o u r t h  and s e v e n t h  of i t s  t e n  b a y s ,  w i t h  l o n g  squa reheaded  
windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and s t a n d a r d  s i z e  open ings  on t h e  
s e c o n d ,  below a  b l o c k  c o r n i c e .  A Masonic H a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1885 ( C h a r l e s  B r e t t ) ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form,  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t ,  w i t h  s t o r e s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  A second  l i b r a r y  is a  
s m a l l  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  h i g h  h i p  roo f  w i t h  a  shed  hood 
o v e r  t h e  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and bay windows on e i t h e r  s i d e .  

Commercial: The second Exchange B u i l d i n g  (1885;  demol i shed  1965)  
was a  f o u r - s t o r y  f rame s t r u c t u r e  ( t a l l e s t  on t h e  Cape ) ,  a  g a b l e  
roof  and c u p o l a  w i t h  o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l e  p a t t e r n s  marking t h e  
f l o o r s  and t a l l  roundheaded windows i n  t h e  second  s t o r y ,  and a  
mul t icomponent ,  roundheaded window domina t ing  t h e  g a b l e  end.  
S e v e r a l  h o t e l s  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y  
mansard roof  Sea  V i e w  (demol i shed  1 9 6 4 ) ,  and s i m i l a r  Belmont 
( 1 8 9 4 ) ,  and t h e  Wychmere Harbor  Club (1892 a s  Snow I n n ? )  of 
obscured  d e s i g n  due t o  l a t e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  A bank of 1914 
s u r v i v e s  a s  t h e  town o f f i c e s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  b r i c k ,  1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  
under  a  h i p  r o o f ,  r e c e s s e d  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and wide windows on e i t h e r  
s i d e ,  ornamented i n  p a l e  c o n t r a s t i n g  q u o i n s ,  window s u r r o u n d s ,  and 
segmen ta l  a r c h  e n t r y .  

A g r i c u l t u r e :  A pho to  of  a  s c r e e n  house  ( c r a n b e r r i e s )  i n d i c a t e s  a  
s m a l l  g a b l e  f r o n t  b a r n ,  w i t h  a  shed  t o  one s i d e ,  v e r t i c a l  boa rd  
s i d i n g ,  and wide doub le  d o o r s .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

By t h e  mid 1 9 2 0 s ,  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  t h rough  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of 
town had been  improved a s  p a r t  of t h e  Route  28 a u t o m o b i l e  c o r r i d o r  
(Main S t r e e t ) .  By p e r i o d ' s  end ,  t h i s  highway was j o i n e d  by Route  
137 i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  f rom Chatham t o  B r e w s t e r ,  and t h e  o l d  Route  
24 b ranch  from Route  28 n o r t h  t h r o u g h  Harwich C e n t e r  t o  Brews te r  
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( S i s s o n  Road, P l e a s a n t  Lake Road).  O the r  l o c a l  r o u t e s  t h a t  were 
improved by 1940 i n c l u d e d  t h e  Lower County Road a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  
s h o r e ,  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  c e n t r a l  road  t h r o u g h  Harwich C e n t e r  ( G r e a t  
Western Road, Main S t r e e t ,  Or leans-Harwich  Road) ,  and t h e  
c o n n e c t o r  t o  Sou th  Harwich (Chatham Road).  The Chatham Branch 
R a i l r o a d  c l o s e d  i n  1930. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Between 1915 and 1940 ,  Harwich grew by 16 .3% - -  w e l l  above h e r  
n e i g h b o r  Brews te r  b u t  less  t h a n  Chatham, Yarmouth, and t h e  c o u n t y  
a v e r a g e  of 29 .4%.  A f t e r  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  War y e a r s ,  
s h a r e d  w i t h  most o t h e r  towns ,  Harwich grew by  o v e r  26% i n  t h e  
1 9 2 0 s ,  s lowed d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  and 
c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i v e  growth  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 3 0 s .  By 1940,  h e r  
p o p u l a t i o n  was 2 ,535 ,  a b o u t  what i t  had been  i n  1895. I n  t h a t  
y e a r ,  h e r  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  numbering 147 ,  amounted t o  5 .7% 
of  t h e  t o t a l  number of town r e s i d e n t s  - -  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  a v e r a g e  
f o r  t h e  coun ty .  

Harwich saw modera te  ( 1 6 % )  growth  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The 
f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  remained  10% i n  1915 ,  67% 
P o r t u g u e s e - s p e a k i n g .  By 1940 ,  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  had 
d e c l i n e d  t o  6 % .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  t own ' s  1 9 %  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  
was t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h i s  group  was 
presumably p r i m a r i l y  composed of P o r t u g u e s e  West I s l a n d e r s .  I n  
1915 t h e  employment s t r u c t u r e  had changed f u r t h e r ,  w i t h  42% of t h e  
male work fo rce  employed i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  17% i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
f i s h i n g ,  and 1 5 %  i n  t r a d e .  

An E p i s c o p a l  S o c i e t y  was formed e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and t h e  
Second C h r i s t  Church E p i s c o p a l  was b u i l t  i n  1926. Holy T r i n i t y  
C a t h o l i c  Church,  d e s t r o y e d  by  a  f i r e ,  was r e l o c a t e d  t o  West 
Harwich i n  1927. A l o c a l  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  was formed i n  1929 ,  and 
a  p o l i c e  depa r tmen t  was o r g a n i z e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  I n  1937 a  new 
h i g h  s c h o o l  was b u i l t .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Summer r e s o r t  development  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  a s  c o t t a g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s p r e a d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  a t  West Harwich and Harwich P o r t .  A 
C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n c e  Church ( c a .  1930)  was b u i l t  on Main S t r e e t  i n  
West Harwich. A f t e r  Holy T r i n i t y  C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Harwich 
C e n t e r  burned i n  1927 ,  t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  was r e l o c a t e d  t o  Main 
S t r e e t ,  West Harwich. I n  1929 ,  a  F i r e  Department  b u i l d i n g  was 
b u i l t  on Bank S t r e e t  a t  Harwich C e n t e r .  A new h i g h  s c h o o l  (1937)  
was l o c a t e d  s o u t h w e s t  of  Harwich C e n t e r  on S i s s o n  Road. I n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  g rowth  o c c u r r e d  a round t h e  mouth of t h e  
H e r r i n g  R i v e r  a t  l ower  Belmont Road and R i v e r s i d e  D r i v e  and a l o n g  
Strandway.  New development  e x t e n d e d  e a s t  a l o n g  Lower County Road 
and Shore  Road. A t  Harwich P o r t ,  i n t e n s i v e  c o t t a g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
ex t ended  e a s t  from A l l e n s  Harbor  t o  Wychmere Harbor  a l o n g  a  s e r i e s  
of r o a d s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  s h o r e .  North of Main S t r e e t ,  new 
d w e l l i n g s  were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Cross  S t r e e t l P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  a r e a .  
C h r i s t  Church E p i s c o p a l  was l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  i n  1926.  
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D. Economic Base 

The c r a n b e r r y  b u s i n e s s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow. By 1930 ,  Or ra  S t o n e  
cou ld  w r i t e  t h a t  " the  f a c t o r y  of t h e  Un i t ed  Cape Cod C r a n b e r r y  Co. 
a t  Nor th  Harwich is of g r e a t e r  impor t ance  than  a l l  of t h e  t own ' s  
p r e v i o u s  e n t e r p r i s e s  combined"  i is tor^ of M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
I n d u s t r i e s ,  p .  9 8 ) .  S t o n e  a l s o  c i t e s  two s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s ,  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of nar row f a b r i c  t a p e s  (employing 10 h a n d s )  and a  
b a r r e l  maker (12 h a n d s ) .  C a t e r i n g  t o  summer r e s i d e n t s  occup ied  
most yea r - round  r e s i d e n t s ,  however.  Ha rwich ' s  f i v e  h o t e l s  i n  1924 
had 238 rooms, f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  number on t h e  Cape a f t e r  Fa lmouth ,  
B a r n s t a b l e ,  and Chatham. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A s m a l l  number of houses  were b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  p r i m a r i l y  s m a l l  examples  of n a t i o n a l l y  p o p u l a r  s t y l e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  low rambl ing  h a l f - t i m b e r e d  c o t t a g e s ,  two s i d e  
e n t r y  and one c e n t e r  e n t r y  Dutch C o l o n i a l ,  two Capes,  and a  2 
1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  Georg ian  R e v i v a l  w i t h  low l a t e r a l  e x t e n s i o n s  
w i t h  f r e t t e d  b a l u s t r a d e s ;  an a s  y e t  unknown house  was d e s i g n e d  by  
Royal B a r r y  Wills. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  C h r i s t  Church (1926)  i s  a  g a b l e  dominated 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  low e a v e s  and e n t r y  a t  one end of t h e  l o n g  s i d e  
d e t a i l e d  by t r e f o i l  o p e n i n g s ,  and s t a i n e d  g l a s s  i n  g a b l e  w a l l s .  
The g r e a t l y  changed f i r e  s t a t i o n  of 1929 is a  g a b l e  e n t r y  
s t r u c t u r e  of s h i n g l e  c o v e r i n g  on a  c o n c r e t e  b a s e .  The l a r g e  b r i c k  
h i g h  s c h o o l  of  1937 i s  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  m o d i f i e d  
F lemish  g a b l e s  a t  e a c h  end a s  well a s  ornament ing  t h e  pediments  of 
t h e  f a c a d e  d e t a i l i n g .  

Commercial: F l a t - r o o f e d  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  
e n t r i e s  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The l a c k  of documen ta t ion  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of  many of t h e  d a t e s  a s s i g n e d  t o  i n v e n t o r i e d  
s t r u c t u r e s .  Some forms  have  no p h o t o s ,  and some a r e a  and monument 
forms ( i . e . ,  f o r  n o n b u i l d i n g s )  a r e  m i s f i l e d .  
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