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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1983  COMMUNITY: Harvard 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Harvard l i e s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Nashua R ive r  v a l l e y  and i s  a  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  west i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  
wide v a l l e y ,  which p r o v i d e s  f i n e  i n t e r v a l e  l a n d  a l o n g  i t s  e d g e s .  
A n o r t h - s o u t h  r i d g e ,  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h  ground i n  B o l t o n ,  
c r o s s e s  t h e  e a s t e r n  end o f  t h e  town a t  e l e v a t i o n s  of 400-600 f e e t  
above s e a  l e v e l .  Along i t s  s l o p e s  l i e s  e x c e l l e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a n d ,  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  p a s t u r e s  and o r c h a r d s .  Of g l a c i a l  o r i g i n ,  
t h e  h i l l s  r e p r e s e n t  t e r r a c e s  and g l a c i a l  t i l l  d e p o s i t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
s h o r e s  of  G l a c i a l  Lake Nashua, which cove red  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  
o f  t h e  town, r o u g h l y  bounded on t h e  e a s t  by t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  
A v a l u a b l e  s l a t e  q u a r r y  was l o c a t e d  on P i n  H i l l .  

The town is  well wa te red  by s p r i n g s ,  b r o o k s ,  and ponds.  One l a r g e  
pond ,  Bare  H i l l ,  c o v e r s  ove r  300 a c r e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  
town. The c e n t r a l  r i d g e  o f  h i g h  ground d i v i d e s  t h e  e a s t  f l o w i n g  
i n t o  t h e  A s s a b e t ,  and t h o s e  on t h e  west i n t o  t h e  Nashua. 

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  town from p a r t s  of L a n c a s t e r  ( 1 6 5 4 ) ,  Groton 
(1655) and Stow (1683) i n  1732. P a r t  i n c l u d e d  i n  d i s t r i c t  o f  
Boxborough, 1783. Bounds wi th  L i  t t l e t o n  and Boxborough 
e s t a b l i s h e d  1906.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

An a g r i c u l t u r a l  and exurban  town w i t h  a  major m i l i t a r y  
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  u p l a n d s  e a s t  o f  t h e  Nashua 
R ive r  v a l l e y .  N a t i v e  s i t e s  p o s s i b l e  a t  Bare  H i l l  Pond and s e v e r a l  
s m a l l e r  ponds.  European s e t t l e m e n t s  on L a n c a s t e r  second d i v i s i o n  
l a n d s ,  c a .  1680 ,  on sunny s l o p e s  of Wataquadock Range ( P r o s p e c t  
H i l l ,  Bare  H i l l ,  l a t e r  Oak H i l l ) .  D i s p e r s e d  C o l o n i a l  and F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  F e d e r a l  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  and 
t u r n p i k e  v i l l a g e  a t  S t i l l  R i v e r .  Shaker co lony  i n  n o r t h w e s t  
a c t i v e  t h rough  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
i n d u s t r i a l  deve lopment .  Orchard l a n d s c a p e s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  
t h roughou t  town, w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  s o u t h e a s t  of  Oak 
H i l l .  M i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l s  n o r t h w e s t  i n t e r v a l e  l a n d s  a f t e r  1917 ,  
wi th  s i g n i f i c a n t  pos t -1937  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on F o r t  Devens 
R e s e r v a t i o n .  Recent  development  pr imar i l y  midd le  t o  h i g h  income, 
l a r g e  l o t  exu rban  r e s i d e n c e s .  S i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  marked l o c a l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500- 1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Nor th - sou th  f o l l o w s  Bowers Brook V a l l e y  and s k i r t s  t o  t h e  west o f  
P r o s p e c t ,  P i n  and a d j a c e n t  h i l l s ,  f o l l o w i n g  Auer-old 
S h i r  l e y - P r o s p e c t  H i l l  Roads toward L a n c a s t e r .  D i v i d i n g  n e a r  S t i l l  
River  t o  west i n t o  t h e  u p l a n d s ,  o r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  t o  Nashua 



c o n f l u e n c e .  J o i n e d  n e a r  h e r e  by e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  f o l l o w i n g  
L i t t l e t o n  County and Oak H i l l ,  and e a r l i e r ,  n o r t h  l o o p  pa th  o f  
S t i l l  R ive r  Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Area l i e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  more permanent camps of  t h e  Nashaway 
g roup  o f  t h e  Nipmucks, and e x p l o i t e d  from t h e s e  b a s e s .  S m a l l ,  
s h o r t - t e r m  camps a d j a c e n t  t o  Bare  H i l l  and M i r r o r / H e l l  Ponds ,  and 
Nashua R i v e r .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S e a s o n a l  f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  anadromous f i s h ,  h u n t i n g  
and a g r i c u l t u r e .  Area n o r t h  of  Bare  H i l l  Pond known a s  I n d i a n  
P l a n t i n g  F i e l d .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  of  n a t i v e  p a t h s  which p a s s  by second d i v i s i o n  l a n d s ,  
and t o  e a r l y  m i l l  i n  n o r t h .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

T h i s  a r e a  was i n c l u d e d  i n  two a d j a c e n t  c o l o n i a l  towns of  l a r g e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  e x t e n t :  l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  was t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
L a n c a s t e r  , p l u s  a  s m a l l e r  s e c t i o n  of  G r o t o n ' s  s o u t h e r n  s e c t o r ,  
w i th  a  na r row,  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  s t r i p  b e  tween. (The Lancas ter  
segment  p a r t  o f  t h e  10 m i l e  by 8  m i l e  g r a n t  by t h e  Nashaway Sholan 
t o  o u t l i n e  t h a t  township  i n  1643 . )  

Only e v i d e n c e  o f  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  is t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  
m i l l  on Nonacoicus Brook b y  John  P r e s c o t t ' s  m i l l  w i t h i n  bounds of 
C l i n t o n  on t h e  Nashua. Remaining a r e a  h e l d  i n  common by 
L a n c a s t e r ,  w i t h  some s e c t i o n s  d i v i d e d  a s  o u t l y i n g  up land  and 
meadow d i v i s i o n s  . 
V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Augmentat ion of  n a t i v e  p a t h s  t o  communicate w i t h  n e i g h b o r i n g  
s e t t l e m e n t s  and d i s p e r s e d  f a rms :  n o r  t h - s o u t h  r o u t e s  i n c l u d e  
Bolton-Ayer Roads ,  Depot -Sher idan  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  and S h i r l e y  
b r i d g e ;  n o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  Old L i t t l e t o n  Road, s o u t h e a s t  by t h e  Slow 
Road, and e a s t - w e s t  a l o n g  West Bare  H i l l  Road. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

G a r r i s o n  a s s i g n m e n t s  p r o v i d e  e a r l y  f i g u r e s :  f o u r  f a m i l i e s  i n  
1692 ,  22 f a m i l i e s  by 1704,  f a m i l i e s  i n  1711. By 1723,  c a .  39 
f a m i l i e s ;  a t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  c a .  60  f a m i l i e s ,  o f  which 30  males  
s i g n  t h e  chu rch  c o v e n a n t .  When s c h o o l  q u a d r a n t s  o u t l i n e d  i n  1738 ,  
8 9  f a m i l i e s  by 1746 o v e r  100 f a m i l i e s .  S e a t i n g  o f  mee t inghouse  
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p r o v i d e s  l a t e r  f i g u r e s :  134 males  i n  1750,  155  i n  1766 and 198 i n  
i 7 7 2 .  Census f i g u r e s  p l a c e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  i n  1765 and i n  
1776.  

S i g n i f i c a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  l o s s e s  due t o  e p i d e m i c s ;  43 d i e  i n  1756,  
m o s t l y  c h i l d r e n  i n  September and Oc tobe r .  M i g r a t i o n  t o  boun ty  
l a n d s  of  D o r c h e s t e r  Canada (Ashburnham between 1760-1779 of  2 1  
men, many wi th  f a m i l i e s .  D i s c o n t i n u i t y  r e s u l t i n g  from s u c c e s s i o n  
o f  m i n i s t e r s :  Seccombe (1733-1757) p l agued  i n i t i a l l y  by s c a n d a l ,  
1740 a  r e v i v a l  b r i n g i n g  100 i n t o  t h e  c h u r c h ,  b u t  h e  e v e n t u a l l y  
d i s m i s s e d .  Followed by two s h o r t - t e r m  p a s t o r s ,  and a  f i v e  year  
p e r i o d  w i t h o u t  one between 1778 and 1782.  P a r i s h  b e g i n s  movement 
toward U n i t a r i a n i s m .  A l o n g - s t a n d i n g  t r a d i t i o n  of  d i s s e n t  w i t h i n  
t h e  town: B a p t i s t s  f i r s t  ment ioned i n  1742 ,  form church  o f  14 men 
and women i n  1776,  and b u i l d  a  mee t inghouse  a t  S t i l l  R i v e r .  
Although Seccombe N e w  L i g h t  p r e a c h e r ,  a  s m a l l  g roup  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  church  and t h r e e  c o u p l e s  meet  a s  S e p a r a t i s t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  
1751 ;  t h e y  l a t e r  a t t r a c t  t o  t h e i r  m i d s t ,  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  d e a t h  
of  t h e i r  " immor ta l"  l e a d e r  i n  1780. I n  1799 ,  some members 
r e l e a s e d  from church  t o  j o i n  w i t h  Me thod i s t  i n  Boxborough. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Permanent  s e t t l e m e n t s  b e g i n  h e r e  when L a n c a s t e r  c i t i z e n s  s e t t l e  
e a s t  o f  Nashua on second d i v i s i o n  l a n d s  t o  a v o i d  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  
f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  a t  S t i l l  R i v e r ,  fo l lowed  
c l o s e l y  by Bare  H i l l  t o  t h e  e a s t  by 1704. Movement moves t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Bare  H i l l  Pond and on P r o s p e c t  H i l l .  With 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  on 1732,  Old M i l l  a r e a  a l s o  had been  s e t t l e d .  
Meet inghouse  l o c a t e d  n e a r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  a  30  a c r e  l o t  
t o  accommodate pound, s t o c k s ,  c e m e t e r y ,  and "o the r  p u b l i c  uses" .  
A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  L a n c a s t e r  a r e a  h e l d  ca  57 f a m i l i e s ,  Groton c a .  1 8 ,  
and t h e  former  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  s t r i p ,  a s s i g n e d  a s  Stow Leg i n  ca  
1720 ,  10  f a m i l i e s .  School  s q u a d r o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  1738 r e f l e c t  
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  names: Bare  H i l l ,  S t i l l  R i v e r ,  Old M i l l ,  p l u s  
Oak H i l l  i n  t h e  e a s t ;  i n  1754 ,  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
r e q u i r e s  new d i s t r i c t ,  S h a b a i k i n .  

T h i s  a r e a  a t t e m p t s  t o  j o i n  w i th  n e i g h b o r i n g  s e c t i o n s  of  Groton , 
Stow Leg and L a n c a s t e r  t o  form independen t  town, b u t  when d i s t r i c t  
d e f i n e d  (1753) ,  o n l y  Groton c o n t r i b u t e s .  I n  t h e  e a s t ,  i n  1776 ,  
proposed town w i t h  n e i g h b o r s  from Stow and L i t t l e t o n  b u t  pos tponed  
u n t i l  1783,  Boxborough. 

D. Economic Base 

An a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy, w i t h  72% o f  t a x p a y e r s  engaged i n  f a rming ,  
f o c u s i n g  on s h e e p ,  c a t t l e  and g r a i n s .  A s m a l l  number o f  merchan t s  
and a r t i s a n s  t o  s e r v e  them ( t h r e e  e a c h )  ; m i l l s  l o c a t e d  on Bowers 
Brook a t  P r e s c o t t  s i t e ,  and t o  t h e  s o u t h  a t  M i l l  Road; p l u s  a  
t a n n e r y ,  i r o n  works ,  m a l t  h o u s e  and f u l l i n g  m i l l .  More 
e g a l i t a r i a n  t h a n  L a n c a s t e r  to t h e  w e s t ,  w i th  a s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  l a n d l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l s  (19%) and less l a n d  owned by t h e  
w e a l t h i e s t  (28%) .  S i g n s  o f  t h e  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  however ,  i n  h a g g l i n g  o v e r  m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y ,  ove r  
appo in tmen t  t o  c o n s t a b l e l t a x  c o l l e c t o r  p o s t ,  ment ion  o f  t e n a n t s  i n  
t h e  s e a t i n g  o f  t h e  mee t ing  h o u s e ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  poor w i t h  cows. 
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F i n a l l y ,  a  house  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  was a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  poor w i th  i n  
1753  (which became a  work house  i n  1785) though o n l y  occup ied  by 
one f a m i l y ,  and l a t e r  a  widow. 

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  G a r r i s o n  house  r e c o r d e d  a t  S t i l l  River  i n  sou thwes t  
i n  1694 ,  owned by Henry W i l l a r d  and d a t e d  1687 (Nowse). S t r u c t u r e  
is  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  s i x - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney h o u s e  w i t h  l e a n - t o ;  
f e n e s t r a t i o n  is a s y m m e t r i c a l  due t o  p o s i t i o n  o f  s i x t h  b a y ,  
o t h e r w i s e  i t  would b e  a  s t a n d a r d  f i v e - b a y  house  ( s u r v i v a l ? ) .  By 
1704 a  second g a r r i s o n  is  r e c o r d e d  on Bare  H i l l ,  and a t  t h i s  t i m e  
22 f a m i l i e s  a r e  p u r p o r t e d  t o  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  Harva rd  s e c t i o n  of  
L a n c a s t e r .  By 1711,  t h e r e  a r e  fou r  g a r r i s i o n s .  89 f a m i l i e s  ( c a .  
350 p e o p l e )  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  Harva rd  i n  1732 ,  t h e  year  of t h e  
town 's  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  The predominant  house  form o f  t h e  p e r i o d  is 
t h e  two-s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c o t t a g e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d ,  t h e s e  appea r  t o  
have  been  much fewer i n  number. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  mee t inghouse  and an  i n n  a r e  e r e c t e d  i n  
1732. School  d i s t r i c t s  ( f o u r )  a r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1734 ,  b u t  n o  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e r e c t e d  a s  t h e  town is c a l l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  coun ty  
c o u r t  i n  1740 b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  program. I n  
1 7 6 9 ,  Shadrach  I r e l a n d  a  r e l i g i o u s  d i s s i d e n t ,  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  
e r e c t  t h e  "Square House" i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  town. The 
b u i l d i n g  is a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f  i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  chimney d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n  
w i t h  two t r a n s v e r s e  summer beams i n  t h e  f r o n t  rooms. The e n t r y  i s  
f l a n k e d  by p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  a  pediment .  Windows a r e  619 
double-hung s a s h .  A second  meet inghouse  is c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  i n  1773,  a  1 112 - s t o r y  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i th  doub le  
e n t r a n c e .  The o r i g i n a l  mee t inghouse  is s o l d  i n  1776 t o  a  g roup  
from e a s t  Harvard  who used i t  a s  a  meet inghouse .  The same y e a r ,  
B a p t i s t s  o r g a n i z e  i n  S t i l l  R i v e r .  

Commercial: From 1705 onward ,  t h e r e  a r e  t a v e r n s  i n  o p e r a t i o n ;  t h e  
Samuel W i l l a r d  House a t  S t i l l  River  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  an inn  from 
1728119 - 1726.  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  b o t h  S t  ill R i v e r  and t h e  town c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  As ide  from t h e  u s u a l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  a  
tr iphammer works and a  f u l l i n g  m i l l ,  t h e  o n l y  i n d u s t r y  i n  town was 
a  s l a t e  q u a r r y  on P i n  H i l l .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

C o l o n i a l  highways remain i n  u s e  w i t h  some i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n s  . 
S e v e r a l  t h r o u g h - r o u t e s  r a d i a t e  from t h e  C e n t e r .  The highway from 
South L a n c a s t e r  ( S t i l l  R ive r  Road) f o r k s  n o r t h  of  S t i l l  River  
V i l l a g e .  One b ranch  ( P r o s p e c t  H i l l  Road, Old S h i r l e y  Road, Ayer 
Road) c o n t i n u e s  n o r t h  t o  G r o t o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  goes  e a s t  th rough 
t h e  C e n t e r  ( S t i l l  R ive r  Road, Oak H i l l  Road, L i t t l e t o n  County 
Road) t o  Boxborough, A c t i o n ,  and Bos ton .  Improvements i n  t h i s  
main e a s t - w e s t  highway i n c l u d e  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t h e  r o a d  wes t  o f  t h e  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Harvard



Cen te r  by r u n n i n g  th rough  a  swamp (by 1 7 9 0 ) ,  and s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  e a s t  o f  t h e  town ove r  a  s t e e p  h i l l  (Woodchuck H i l l  
Road-probably by 1810) .  A n o r  t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  a l s o  p a s s e s  th rough 
t h e  Cen te r  c o n n e c t o r  t h e  t h e  "Great  Road" i n  Stow ( M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Avenue, Stow Road),  and a  n o r t h e a s t  r o a d  t o  L i t t l e t o n  from t h e  
C e n t e r  (Old L i t t l e t o n  Road). The Union Turnp ike  (1805) j o i n s  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  r o a d  sys t em a t  S t i l l  R i v e r ,  and i n c r e a s e s  e a s t - w e s t  
t r a f f i c ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  soon  r e c e i v e s  c o m p e t i t i o n  from t h e  
L a n c a s t e r - B o l t o n  T u r n p i k e  (1806) which o f f e r s  e a s i e r  g r a d e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  (+285) o v e r  p e r i o d  from 1776 ( 1 , 3 1 5 )  t o  1830 
( 1 , 6 0 0 ) .  D e c l i n e  from 1790-1800 ( -68)  t o  1776 l e v e l .  G r e a t e s t  
g rowth  1810-1820 (+166) .  No growth 1820-1830. B a p t i s t  church  
b u i l t  i n  1776 ,  w i t h  many members from s u r r o u n d i n g  towns.  Soon 
d e v e l o p s  a  l a r g e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and a  r e g i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e .  Anne Lee 
and Shaker f o l l o w e r s  v i s i t  H a r v a r d ,  1781 ,  a t t r a c t e d  by r e l i g i o u s  
e x c i t e m e n t  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e c e n t l y  d e c e a s e d  N e w  L i g h t  r a d i c a l  
Shadrach  I r e l a n d .  She e s t a b l i s h e s  " h e a d - q u a r t e r s "  a t  I r e l a n d ' s  
1 I Squa re  House" f o r  two y e a r s ,  c a u s i n g  much l o c a l  f e a r ,  e x c i t e m e n t ,  
and on two o c c a s i o n s ,  mob v i o l e n c e .  Shakers  e s t a b l i s h  co lony  and 
mee t inghouse  i n  H a r v a r d ,  1791.  150  members i n  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  by 
1793;  200 members by 1795.  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  mus ic  
c o n t r o v e r s y ,  1 7 9 0 ' s .  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  , E p i s c o p a l i a n s ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  
p r e s e n t  i n  1821. L i b r a r y  company and s o c i a l  c l u b  formed by 1793.  
S o c i a l  l i b r a r y  formed 1808.  Some l o c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  S h a y ' s  
R e b e l l i o n .  Temperance s o c i e t y  a c t i v e  1829-1842. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Three  d i s t i n c t  n u c l e a r  s e t t l e m e n t s  d e v e l o p  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  
t h e  C e n t e r ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n c e s  around t h e  common b e g i n s  
a f t e r  1784 ,  w i t h  most b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  and s o u t h  by 1830. 
Meet inghouse  s t e e p l e  added 1806. Orthodox church  b u i l t  1828 on 
s o u t h  s i d e  of  common. Town H a l l  b u i l t  1828.  A s e c o n d a r y  t u r n p i k e  
v i l l a g e  merges  a t  S t i l l  R i v e r .  B a p t i s t  mee t inghouse  l o c a t e s  
t h e r e ,  1773,  b u t  most growth o c c u r s  a f t e r  comple t ion  of  Union 
Turnpike  j u n c t i o n ,  1805.  A t h i r d  c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p s  a t  Shaker  
V i l l a g e  in  n o r t h e a s t ,  a f t e r  1791 ,  w i t h  r e s i d e n c e s ,  mee t inghouse ,  
o f f i c e s ,  s c h o o l ,  t e n  s h o p s ,  s e v e n  b a r n s ,  t a n n e r y ,  g r i s t m i l l ,  and 
s a w m i l l  by 1828.  O u t s i d e  o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d  
development  c o n t i n u e s .  M e t h o d i s t  chu rch  b u i l t  i n  sou t h e a s  t n e a r  
Bo xbor ough bor d e r  , 1 8  23. 

D. Economic Base 

The p r imary  a c t i v i t y  o f  most o f  H a r v a r d ' s  r e s i d e n t s  t h rough  t h e  
end o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  was a g r i c u l t u r e .  A c l u s t e r  o f  s m a l l  
manufac tur  i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were i n t r o d u c e d  i n  Harva rd  C e n t e r  i n  
t h e  1770s and 1780s however ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  t r iphammer and f o r g e ,  
c l o t h i e r ' s  works ,  g r i s t m i l l  and s a w m i l l .  I n  1829 a  paper  m i l l  was 
added t o  t h e s e  m i l l s  on Bowers Brook. By 1830,  f i v e  g r i s t m i l l s ,  
t h r e e  s a w m i l l s ,  one c l o t h i e r  , one  tr iphammer , one p a p e r m i l l  and a  
number o f  s m a l l  shops  o f  h a r n e s s m a k e r s ,  w h e e l w r i g h t s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  
and a  t a n n e r  were working  i n  Harvar  d .  
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A Shaker community was e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1780s i n  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  end o f  town. The fou r  s u b v i l l a g e s  o r  f a m i l i e s  o p e r a t e d  
a  g r i s t m i l l ,  s a w m i l l ,  h e r b  h o u s e  and t a n n e r y .  T h e i r  main b u s i n e s s  
was f a rming  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  They r a i s e d  h e r b s ,  broom c o r n ,  and 
s e e d s  and s o l d  m e d i c i n a l  e x t r a c t s ,  brooms, s i e v e s ,  canned f r u i t ,  
h e r b s  and s e e d s .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  While  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney form undoub ted ly  c a r r i e d  
ove r  from t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  is d e f i n i t e l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  d o u b l e  chimney and end w a l l  
chimneys:  a  frame t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  end w a l l  d w e l l i n g ,  a  
b r i c k  , t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  s i n g l e - p i l e  w i t h  end ch imneys ,  and a  
d o u b l e - p i l e  b r i c k  h o u s e  w i t h  end chimneys. .  Rea rwa l l  ch imneys ,  
a lways  on s i n g l e - p i l e  h o u s e s ,  a p p e a r  i n  much fewer numbers.  A few 
i s o l a t e d  examples  o f  1 314 - s t o r y  h o u s e s  w i th  t h e  second  s t o r y  
windows tucked  up under t h e  eaves  of  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  f a c a d e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most s i g n i f i c a n t  development  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  is t h e  found ing  o f  a  Shaker community i n  n o r t h e a s t  
on s i t e  o f  Shadrach  I r e l a n d ' s  r e l i g i o u s  e n c l a v e ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  
"Square  House" i n t o  t h e  community. A 2  112  - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  
g a b l e  end d o r m i t o r y  ( c a .  1790? )  a t  t h e  s o u t h  v i l l a g e ,  and a  
o n e - s t o r y  , t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney c o t t a g e  ( c a .  1 8 0 0 ) ,  a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  seven-bay  mee t inghouse  ( 1 7 9 1 ) ,  and a  much a l t e r e d  
(1860s)  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  b u i l d i n g  o f  c a .  1795 a t  t h e  c e n t e r  
v i l l a g e  r ema in .  

I n  1784 ,  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  
and by 1790 ,  e i g h t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  new s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s .  U n i v e r s a l i s t  s o c i e t y  
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1798 ,  and M e t h o d i s t  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r .  Br i ck  powder house  b u i l t  i n  town c e n t e r  i n  1812. I n  1821 ,  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  town ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  s u p p o r t  a  m i n i s t e r  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  b u i l t  a  new mee t inghouse  ( two-s to r  y  , g a b l e - e n d ,  
Greek R e v i v a l )  w h i l e  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  r e t a i n  t h e  second  (1773)  
mee t inghouse .  Also  i n  1821 ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end s c h o o l h o u s e  is 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  C e n t e r .  I n  1828,  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  an 1807 
p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  same p u r p o s e ,  a  town house  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
t h e r e b y  s e p a r a t i n g  chu rch  and c i v i c  a f  f a i r s .  

Commercial: No s i g n i f i c a n t  commercial  development  a p p a r e n t  . 
Wetherbee Tavern ( c a .  1 8 0 0 ) ,  and p o s s i b l y  e a r l i e r )  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  
was a  t w o - s t o r y ,  s e v e n - b a y ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  q u o i n s .  
The s y m m e t r i c a l  f a c a d e  a p p e a r s  a s  two u n i t s  a l t h o u g h  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
same t i m e :  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney form,  wi th  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  two bays  s p a c e d  away form t h e  f i v e - b a y  g r o u p i n g ;  t h e  
s m a l l e r  chimney would appea r  a s  an end chimney t o  b o t h  of t h e s e  
u n i t s .  The a s y m m e t r i c a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  may r e f l e c t  a  p a t t e r n  f o r  
expans ion  ( a t  l e a s t  f o r  ou tward  a p p e a r a n c e s ) ,  i . e .  a  s t a n d a r d  
house  form ex tended  two bays  t o  accommodate more p e o p l e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  No s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  development  f o r  p e r i o d  
a s i d e  from an i r o n  bloomery r e c o r d e d  a s  o p e r a t i n g  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
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V I I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

F e d e r a l  per  i od  highways remain  i n  u s e .  I n  1846 ,  Worces ter-Nashua 
R a i l r o a d  b e g i n s  n o r  t h - sou  t h  s e r v i c e  th rough t h e  Nashua R ive r  
V a l l e y ,  w i t h  s t a t i o n s  a t  S t i l l  R ive r  and Harvard  ( n o r t h w e s t  o f  
C e n t e r ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e s  ( -259)  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  1830 ( 1 , 6 0 0 )  t o  1860 
( 1 , 3 4 1 ) .  S l i g h t  i n c r e a s e ,  1840-1850, t o  p e r i o d  peak ( 1 , 6 3 0 ) .  
Fo re ign -bo rn  8% o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1865.  U n i v e r s a l i s t  s o c i e t y  
formed i n  1830,  chu rch  b u i l t  1843 ,  s o c i e t y  d i sbanded  1866. 
U n i t a r i a n  chu rch  t o r n  down, 1840 ,  and s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g  is  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  S t i l l  R i v e r  Academy formed c a .  1839. F r u i t l a n d s  , 
s h o r t - l i v e d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l i s t  U top ian  c o l o n y  formed,  1843.  Odd 
Fe l lows  ' l odge  formed,  1845. Farmers  and Mechanics  A s s o c i a t i o n  
formed 1850. P u b l i c  l i b r a r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  1857.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Minor r e s i d e n t i a l  growth i n  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  Uni t a r  i a n  chu rch  
r e p l a c e d  by  s m a l l e r  s t r u c t u r e  1840. Me thod i s t  (1842) and 
U n i v e r s a l i s t  (1843) c h u r c h e s  have  b r  i d g e  e x i s t e n c e s  i n  C e n t e r .  
Second B a p t i s t  chu rch  b u i l t  i n  S t i l l  R i v e r ,  1832. Cont inued  
Shaker  V i l l a g e  g r o w t h ,  w i t h  m i l l s ,  and workshops c o n s t r u c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  Harva rd  c o n t i n u e d  on a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  s c a l e .  
Papermaking had i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h r e e  m i l l s  by 1837 ,  b u t  t o t a l l y  
d i s a p p e a r e d  by 1857.  I t  peaked i n  t h e  l a t e  1830s  w i t h  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  155  t o n s  of  paper  made by 11 employees  i n  t h e  t h r e e  
m i l l s .  Boot and shoemaking i n c r e a s e d  i n t o  t h e  1850s  when more 
t h a n  30 peop le  made 1 8 , 0 0 0  p a i r s ,  b u t  by 1875 i t  had d e c l i n e d  t o  
one  s m a l l  shop .  Pa lm- leaf  h a t  making a l s o  had a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  of  
p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  1830s and 1840s b e f o r e  c e a s i n g .  

A machine s h o p  r e p l a c e d  t h e  c l o t h i e r s  on Bowers Brook i n  1855.  A t  
f i r s t ,  fa rm hand t o o l s  were made, b u t  i n  1864 t h e  manufac tu re  o f  
h o r s e  power m a c h i n e r y ,  h o r s e  r a k e s ,  and sawing  a p p a r a t u s  was 
under  t a k e n .  Wrapping paper  and p e n c i l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was c a r r i e d  
on i n  one o f  t h e  Bowers Brook m i l l s  i n  1831  and l e a t h e r  boa rd  
manufac tu re  r e p l a c e d  t h e s e  i n  1860 and 1868 when t h e  Harvard  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Quar ry ing  o f  s l a t e  and p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  m a r b l e  had begun by 1837 and 
by 1855 employed 1 5  men i n  t h e  q u a r r y i n g  and working  of  $17,000 
worth o f  s t o n e .  A l a r g e  b r i c k y a r d  was opened i n  1852 a l o n g  t h e  
e a s t  bank of  t h e  Nashua R ive r  by J . C .  Richmond and employed 2 5  men. 

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  and woodworking grew i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  w i t h  
c h a r c o a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  l u m b e r i n g ,  and t h e  c u t t i n g  of  f i r ewood .  By 
1865,  two s a w m i l l s  p r e p a r e d  760 ,000  f e e t  o f  b o a r d s ,  60 ,000  
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s h i n g l e s  and 70 ,000  s t o v e s  f o r  m a r k e t .  A l s o ,  3 , 9 3 0  c o r d s  o f  
f i r ewood  and 1 , 6 0 0  b u s h e l s  o f  c h a r c o a l  were made to s u p p l y  t h e  
l o c a l  machine s h o p ,  b l a c k s m i t h s  , and n e a r b y  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  major i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  town. By 
1875,  m a n u f a c t u r e s  were v a l u e d  a t  o n l y  $ 3 7 , 9 0 0 ,  w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
goods y i e l d e d  $223,892.  An i m p o r t a n t  c r o p  d u r i n g  t h e  1840s and 
1850s was h o p s ,  r e a c h i n g  41 ,000  l b s .  i n  1845. The f i n e  f a rmland  
y i e l d e d  e x c e l l e n t  c r o p s  o f  h a y ,  g r a i n s ,  and v e g e t a b l e s ,  and t h e  
h i l l s i d e s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  a p p l e  and p e a r  
o r c h a r d s .  By 1865,  28 ,000  a p p l e  t r e e s  and 2 , 3 0 0  pea r  trees were 
c u l t i v a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  f r u i t  . D a i r y i n g  and c a t t l e  and s w  i n e r  a i s i n g  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25% o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
goods ,  a s  172 ,000  g a l l o n s  o f  mi lk  and more t h a n  170 ,000  l b s .  o f  
b e e f ,  p o r k ,  and v e a l  were marke ted  i n  1865. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The most common house  form is u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  t h e  
g a b l e  end ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  s i d e  p a s s a g e  p l a n .  Examples o f  such 
o n e - s t o r y  and t w o - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g s  w i th  Greek R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s  
( c o r n e r  p i l a s t e r s ,  door  s u r r o u n d s ,  and c o r n i c e  t r e a t m e n t s )  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  f e a t u r e s  ( b r a c k e t s ,  hood m o l d s ,  and c a n o p i e s )  d o t  t h e  
l a n d s c a p e  from c a .  1840 through t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

A second  popu la r  house  form is t h e  t w o - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y  g a b l e  end ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  d w e l l i n g .  These  appea r  t o  d a t e  form 1820-1830 and 
when s t y l i s t i c  e l e m e n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  t h e y  i n e v i t a b l y  t a k e  t h e  form 
o f  Greek R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s .  One s i n g l e - s t o r y  example w i t h  b r i c k  end 
w a l l s  s u r v i v e s  nea r  S t i l l  R i v e r .  A s m a l l  number of  two - s t o r y ,  
f i v e  bay doub le  chimney house  forms a r e  r e c o r d e d .  Numerous 
s u b s t a n t i a l  b a r n s  s u r v i v e ,  some a t t a c h e d  ( i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  i n  t h e  
C e n t e r )  and some f r e e - s t a n d i n g ,  t h ree -bay  g a b l e  end f e n e s t r a t i o n  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  one l a r g e  c e n t r a l  bay f o r  wagons and a n i m a l s  w i t h  
Greek t ransom f l a n k e d  by two d o o r s ,  a l l  o f  which have  p a r a l l e l  
G r e e l  R e v i v a l  p i l a s t e r s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  From 1846-1883, new s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e r e c t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town; i n  1864 t h e  town assumes c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l s .  The U n i v e r s a l i s t  chu rch  is r a z e d  i n  1866 ,  and i n  1868 a  
second  almshouse is  b u i l t .  The Shaker s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h e a s t  
Harvard  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r i v e  dur i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  S t i l l  s u r v i v i n g  
today  a r e  t h e  1840 2  112 - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y ,  a b l e  end , c e n t r a l  e n t r y  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g ,  an 1847 two-s to r  y , fou r -bay  c e n t e r  
chimney b r i c k  h o u s e  w i t h  g r a n i t e  l i n t e l s ,  and an 1850s boa rd  and 
b a t t e n  b a r n .  

Commercial:  L i t t l e  commercial  deve lopment  a p p a r e n t .  Worces te r  
and Nashua R a i l r o a d  b u i l t  t h rough  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town i n  
1848 wi th  two s t a t i o n s :  One a t  S t i l l  R ive r  and one  west of  t h e  
town c e n t e r .  The R u r a l  Home h o t e l  is a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  
m i d - c e n t u r y .  The t h r e e - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  Shaker  b u i l d i n g  (90 '  
x 5 0 ' )  was a p p a r e n t l y  r u n  by t h e  Shake r s  a s  a  summer r e s o r t  
( b u i l d i n g  no l o n g e r  e x t a n t ? ) .  I n  1851 ,  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  is b u i l t  
i n  t h e  Cen te r  t o  r e p l a c e  an e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  bu rned .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  No major i n d u s t r y  r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  Three  
pape r  m i l l s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  1837. Town is d e f i n i t e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-19 1 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  and r a i l  network r ema ins  i n  u se .  I n  
1905,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  highway from Roxbury ( M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Avenue) i s  t e r m i n a t e d  a t  Harvard  C e n t e r .  ) 

P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d e c l i n e  from 1870 ( 1 , 3 4 1 )  t o  1885 ( 1 , 1 8 4 ) ,  
t h e n  s t a b i l i z e s ,  f l u c t u a t i n g  around 1 , 1 0 0  t o  1915.  Seven ty -n ine  
I r i s h ,  22 Canad ians ,  12 E n g l i s h ,  5  Swedes ,  i n  1875.  E i g h t y - e i g h t  
I r i s h ,  9  F rench  C a n a d i a n s ,  9  Nova S c o t i a n s ,  8  Germans, 8  E n g l i s h ,  
7  S c o t s ,  i n  1885. F i f t y  I r i s h ,  38  Nova S c o t i a n s ,  24 I t a l i a n s ,  23 
E n g l i s h ,  2 3  F rench  C a n a d i a n s ,  s m a l l  numbers o f  o t h e r  g r o u p s  
p r e s e n t ,  i n  1905. Harvar  d  Grange formed,  1873.  Bromfie ld  School  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1877. L i b r a r y  b u i l t  i n  1887.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S e v e r a l  c i v i c  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  i n  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  new 
town h a l l  (1872) and Bromfie ld  Schoo l  (1877) .  E v a n g e l i c a l  Church 
r e n o v a t e d  i n  1882. L i b r a r y  b u i l t  i n  1887 ,  c e n t e r  s c h o o l ;  1905. 
Gene ra l  s t o r e ,  1896. R e c r e a t i o n a l  development  on Bare  H i l l  l a t e  
by 1890s  wi th  L a n c a s t e r  O u t i n g  Club c o t t a g e s  on n o r t h w e s t  s h o r e .  

D. Economic Base 

Harvard  was one o f  t h e  few r u r a l  towns i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Worces te r  
County t o  e x p e r i e n c e  and i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  goods 
manufac tu red  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h e  p e r i o d .  Between 1875 
and 1885,  an i n c r e a s e  o f  116L o c c u r r e d ,  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  a  second h o r s e  power machinery  shop  and a  shoddy 
and wool k n i t t i n g  m i l l  i n  1881 ,  a  second b r i c k y a r d  i n  t h e  1870s ,  
and a  c u t l e r y  m a n u f a c t o r y  i n  1884. though s m a l l  i n  s c a l e ,  most 
s u r v i v e d  t o  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  c l o s i n g .  By 1905,  o n l y  
seven  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  r ema ined ,  p r o d u c i n g  goods va lued  a t  $39 ,000 ,  
o n l y  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  1875 l e v e l .  

H a r v a r d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  growth through t h e  p e r i o d ,  
w i th  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i t s  more t h a n  200 f a rms '  p r o d u c t s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
$286,000 i n  1905. Tha t  y e a r ,  more t h a n  2 .5  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  of  
mi lk  were produced ,  a  s e v e n  f o l d  i n c r e a s e  over  t h e  1875 f i g u r e .  
By 1905 ,  Harvard  l e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  number of pear  t r e e s  
c u l t i v a t e d  and t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  c i d e r  a p p l e s  h a r v e s t e d ,  and t h i r d  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  number of pear  t rees .  P o u l t r y  and eggs a l s o  
g a i n e d  i n  impor t ance  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  decades  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  
d i d  grape-growing .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1885 ,  3 2 , 0 0 0  dozen eggs were s o l d  
and 127 ,879  l b s .  o f  g r a p e s  were h a r v e s t e d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  o r  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
deve lopment .  Small  numbers o f  two- s to ry  a s y m m e t r i c a l  Queen Anne 
d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  C e n t e r .  The P e r g o l a s ,  home o f  C l a r a  E n d i c o t t  
S e a r s ,  founder  o f  t h e  F r u i t l a n d s  Museum, on P r o s p e c t  H i l l ,  was a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  t w o - s t o r y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  house  (demol i shed ) .  A few 
i s o l a t e d  20th c e n t u r y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g s  and one 
fou r  - squa r  e  house  r ema in .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The second town h a l l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e ,  is  b u i l t  i n  1872. I n  1875 ,  a  
new frame V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  U n i t a r i a n  chu rch  is e r e c t e d .  The 
t w o - s t o r y  Bromfie ld  Schoo l  b y  Peabody and S t e a r n s  is b u i l t  i n  1879 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  sys tem.  The 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  underwent  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r i o r  r e n o v a t i o n  
under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  C l i n t o n  a r c h i t e c t ,  Jo shua  T h i s s e l l ,  i n  
1882. Wi l l i am Channing Whitney , a  Harvard  n a t i v e ,  d e s i g n e d  t h e  
1886 1 112 s t o r y  Romanesque b r i c k  l i b r a r y  (on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  
Wetherbee Tave rn ,  which bu rned  down i n  1880) .  A new c e n t e r  s c h o o l  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1904. I n  1914 ,  C l a r a  E n d i c o t t  S e a r s  opened t h e  
F r u i t l a n d s  Museum which a t  t h e  p o i n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney h o u s e  o c c u p i e d  by Bronson A l c o t t  and h i s  
f e l l o w  T r a n s c e n d e n t a l i s t s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s h o r t - l i v e d  expe r imen t  i n  
communal l i v i n g  and a  Shaker b u i l d i n g  moved from t h e  Shaker 
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h e a s t  Harvard . 
Commercial:  The o n l y  a p p a r e n t  commercial  development  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Growth c e n t e r e d  a round S t i l l  River  and c o n s i s t e d  o f  
N e w  England Br i ck  Company, Union B r i c k  Company, Union Pav ing  
Company, and H a s k e l l ' s  V inega r  Works. D a i r y i n g  was major  i n d u s t r y  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (19 15-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

By t h e  mid 1 9 2 0 s ,  l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  improved a s  a u t o m o b i l e  h ighways ,  
w i th  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r o u t e s  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue (Route  111)  e a s t  t o  
Concord and Bos ton ,  and t h e  road  from C l i n t o n  t o  Ayer th rough t h e  
C e n t e r  (Route  1 1 0 ) .  F o r t  Devens r o a d  network l a i d  o u t  and 
r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h  t y a r d  b u i l t ,  l a t e  1930s .  

C. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t r o o p  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a t  Camp/Fort Devens. Non-mi l i t a ry  p o p u l a t i o n  
a p p e a r s  t o  be  s t a b l e  a t  j u s t  below 1 , 0 0 0 ,  b u t  CamplFort  Devens 
a c t i v i t y  r a i s e s  f i g u r e s  t o  peaks o f  2 ,546  i n  1920 and 1 , 7 9 0  i n  
1940. L a s t  Shake r s  l e a v e ,  1918.  S t .  The resa  Roman C a t h o l i c  
Church formed,  1926. F i s k e  Warren,  d i s c i p l e  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  t a x  
d o c t r i n e  o f  Henry George ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  sys t em i n  H a r v a r d ,  
and by 1930s h a s  818 a c r e s  l e a s e d  l o c a l l y .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r ,  5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  n o r t h  of  S t i l l  River  west  of  
r a i l r o a d  bought  f o r  Camp Devens,  one o f  16 can tonments  e s t a b l i s h e d  
by t h e  War Department  f o r  t r a i n i n g  and h o u s i n g  d r a f t e e s .  Camp 
i n a c t i v e  a f t e r  war ,  b u t  i n  1937 ,  d e c l a r e d  a  permanent  i n s  t a l l a t i o n  
- F o r t  Devens. I n d i a n  museum opened 1929 ( F r u i t l a n d s  Museum), 
t e a h o u s e  i n  1935. S t .  T e r e s a  C a t h o l i c  Church opened west o f  
c e n t e r  i n  1926.  Agass iz  S t a t i o n ,  Harvard  U n i v e r s i t y  As t ronomica l  
O b s e r v a t o r y ,  Oak H i l l ,  opened i n  1932. Cont inued  c o t t a g e  
deve lopment  on west s i d e  o f  Bare  H i l l  Pond. Major f a c i l i t y  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  F o r t  Devens by l a t e  1 9 3 0 1 s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b a r r a c k s  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g s .  

D. Economic Base 

Harvard came t o  b e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  known a s  one o f  t h e  two o r  t h r e e  
b e s t  a p p l e  towns i n  t h e  s t a t e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  D a i r y i n g  and 
h a y  growing remained  t h e  most v a l u a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
however . 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y  a  minor r o l e  i n  H a r v a r d ' s  economy, 
r educed  even f u r t h e r  by t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  by t h e  
S h a k e r s  and many of  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s h o p s .  S e v e r a l  thousand  a c r e s  
i n  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  town were used d u r i n g  World War I a s  
t r a i n i n g  camp and can tonment  f o r  American s o l d i e r s .  A f t e r  t h e  
war ,  t h e  U.S. Government began p u r c h a s i n g  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l and  and 
i n  1936 t h e  camp was d e s i g n a t e d  F o r t  Devens. Al though i t  
d i s p l a c e d  a  number o f  f a r m s ,  t h e  f o r t  y rov ided  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
employment and new m a r k e t s  f o r  Harva rd  s f a r m e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  and 
s e r v i c e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  

I n  1909 ,  a  un ique  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  l a n d  occupancy was begun i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  own. Fol lowing  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Henry 
George ,  a  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s o c i a l i s t  and l a n d  r e f o r m e r ,  a  s i n g l e  t a x  
e n c l a v e  c a l l e d  Tahanto  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  s h o r e s  o f  Bare  H i l l  
Pond, growing t o  682 a c r e s  by 1925.  Land pu rchased  by t h e  
community was p l a c e d  i n  a  l a n d  r e n t  pa id  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  who p a i d  
a  s i n g l e  t a x  t o  t h e  town, which i n c l u d e d  l o c a l ,  c o u n t y ,  and s t a t e  
t a x e s .  Any r e n t  money l e f t  a f t e r  t a x e s  were p a i d  was 
r e d i s t r i b u t e d  and used t o  d e f r a y  each  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  income t a x e s .  
The o r g a n i z e r ,  F i s k e  W i l l i a m ,  was j o i n e d  i n  t h e  v e n t u r e  by a  
number of i n f l u e n t i a l  members o f  t h e  academic  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  
community. Most m a i n t a i n e d  o n l y  summer r e s i d e n c e s ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  
o c c u p i e d  t h e i r  houses  y e a r  - round and engaged i n  f a r m i n g ,  lumber i n g  
and box manu f a c t u r e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  No s i g n i f i c a n t  growth ( o u t s i d e  o f  F o r t  Devens) ; some 
s c a t t e r e d  development  l a t e  i n  t h e  pe r  iod  . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Shaker  community c l o s e s  i n  1918 ,  and s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  pu rchased  by F i s k e  Warren a s  t h e  s i t e  
o f  one o f  two " s i n g l e  t a x  e n c l a v e s ; "  t h e  second e n c l a v e  was 
l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  s h o r e s  o f  Bare  H i l l  Pond. 
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These communit ies  peaked d u r i n g  t h e  1920s and s m a l l  p e r i o d  
c o t t a g e s  d o t  t h e  edge of  t h e  l a k e .  The F r u i t l a n d s  Museum 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a n  I n d i a n  Museum i n  1929 
and v a r i o u s  auxiliary s t r u c t u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
p e r i o d .  I n  1921,  t h e  town c o n s t r u c t e d  a  new b u i l d i n g  f o r  i t s  f i r e  
d e p a r t m e n t .  S t .  T h e r e s a ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  chu rch  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  i n  1925. I n  1940,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  bu rned  and was 
r e b u i l t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  The U n i t a r i a n  chu rch  burned i n  t h e  
1960s and was a l s o  r e b u i l t .  
C o m e r  c i a l :  Commercial d a i r y i n g  peaked dur  i n g  t h i s  per  i o d .  No 
o t h e r  commercial  deve lopmen t .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The town ' s  o n l y  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  remained  t h e  
commercial  d a i r y i n g  deve loped  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  20 th  
c e n t u r y  . 
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