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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: J u l y ,  1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY : Hopedale  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The town o f  H o p e d a l e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  3 5 4 7 ,  e n c o m p a s s e s  t h e  n a r r o w  
M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y  b e t w e e n  Upton and M i l f o r d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  
n o r t h w e s t  and Mendon and  R e l l i n g h a m  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and s o u t h e a s t .  
The M i l l  R i v e r ,  which f l o w s  i n  a  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  
t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  is t h e  m a j o r  e a s t e r n  t r i b u t a r y  o f  
t h e  B l a c k s  t o n e  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n .  E l e v a t i o n s  r a n g e  f rom 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  250 f e e t  a . s  .l. ( a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l )  o n  t h e  v a l l e y  
f l o o r  up t o  4 0 0  f e e t  a . s . 1 .  on t h e  h i l l s  which r i s e  t o  t h e  e a s t  
a n d  west o f  t h e  r i v e r .  

The s o i l s  o f  H o p e d a l e  a r e  g l a c i a l l y  d e p o s i t e d ,  r a n g i n g  f rom 
G l o u c e s t e r  f i n e  s a n d y  loam on t h e  h i l l t o p s  and s t o n y  loam on t h e  
h i l l s i d e s  t o  f i n e  s a n d y  loam (Merrimack S e r i e s )  o n  t h e  v a l l e y  
f l o o r  and t e r r a c e  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  town.  T h i s  a r e a  
i s  a l s o  t h e  mos t  p r o d u c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y ,  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  mowing, 
p a s t u r e ,  and c u l t i v a t e d  c r o p s  o f  g r a i n s  and v e g e t a b l e s .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

P a r t  o f  o r i g i n a l  Mendon g r a n t  ( 1 6 6 7 ) .  L a t e r  becomes p a r t  o f  
M i l f o r d  ( 1 7 8 0 ) .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town,  f rom M i l f o r d ,  1 8 8 6 .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

S u b u r b a n  - i n d u s t r i a l  town i n  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  F i r s t  
European  s e t t l e m e n t  c a .  1 6 6 4 ,  w i t h  c o r n  m i l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  on M i l l  
R i v e r  i n  s o u t h w e s t .  S e t t l e m e n t  abandoned  w i t h  1675  n a t i v e  
h o s t i l i t y .  L a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r s  i n  s o u t h w e s t .  
D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  
p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  o f  M i l f o r d ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  M i l l  R i v e r  m i l l  s i t e s .  
Some e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  S o u t h  M i l f o r d .  
U t o p i a n ,  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l i s t  H o p e d a l e  Community e s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 4 2 ,  
d i s b a n d e d  1 8 5 6 .  S u c c e e d e d  by  s e c u l a r ,  p a t e r n a l i s t i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
complex c o n t r o l l e d  by D r a p e r  b r o t h e r s .  S u c c e s s f u l  t e x t i l e  
m a c h i n e r y  b u s i n e s s  r e s u l t s  i n  a n  i n t e g r a t e d ,  p l a n n e d  community 
w i t h  i n n o v a t i v e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  employee  h o u s i n g  
d e s i g n ,  c e n t r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o m p l e x ,  and p r o p r i e t o r s  ' e s t a t e s ,  
a l l  o f  which a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t a c t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

L o c a t e d  i n  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  Documented e a s t l w e s t  t r a i l  
a l o n g  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r  ( H a r t f o r d  Avenue) w i t h  c o n j e c t u r e d  n o r t h  
b r a n c h  on P i n e  P l a i n  t o  C e d a r  Swamp Pond i n  M i l f o r d  ( P l a i n  S t r e e t ) .  



B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n s i s t i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  o f  a  w e l l  d r a i n e d  v a l l e y ,  
t h e  a r e a  now H o p e d a l e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f r e q u e n t e d  s e a s o n a l l y  f rom 
b a s e  camp t o  t h e  west i n  U x b r i d g e .  The s h o r e s  and  t e r r a c e s  o f  
H o p e d a l e  Pond and t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  p r o v i d e d  s i t e s  f o r  f i s h i n g  a n d  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s  

S e a s o n a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  i n  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s  

The number o f  s i tes  l o c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Route  1 4 6  s u r v e y  i n  
U x b r i d g e  e t c . ,  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  i n d i c a t e s  a  d e n s i t y  i n  t h i s  i n l a n d  
a r e a  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  h a s  b e e n  p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E a s t w e s t  t r a i l  improved a s  r o a d  f rom Medway ( H a r t f o r d  Avenue) ,  c a .  
1 6 7 0 .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

No I n f o r m a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

H o p e d a l e  makes u p  t h e  e a s t  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town o f  Mendon's  
i n i t i a l  8 m i l e  s q u a r e  g r a n t .  The o n l y  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was t h e  A l b e e  g r i s t  m i l l  on t h e  M i l l  
R i v e r  ( 1 6 6 4 ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  J o h n  S p r a g u e  i n  1670  n e x t  d o o r .  

D. Economic Base  

The a t t r a c t i o n  o f  w a t e r  power b r o u g h t  s e t t l e r s  f rom t h e  p r i m a r y  
Mendon s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  west. T h i s  Albee  c o r n  m i l l  was t h e  o n l y  
o n e  l o c a t e d  west o f  Medford  and  s o  a t t r a c t e d  a n y  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  W o r c e s t e r  and s o u t h w e s t  o f  N o r f o l k  c o u n t i e s .  
Remainder  o u t l y i n g  f i e l d s  f o r  Mendon. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

No I n f o r m a t i o n .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

R o u t e  t o  M i l l  R i v e r  m i l l  s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( M i l l  S t r e e t ,  Green 
S t r e e t ) .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

No f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  s t i l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a s t  p r e c i n c t  o f  
Mendon. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

P e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e r s  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  a r e a  c a .  1 7 0 0 .  A s  c e n t u r y  
p r o g r e s s e s ,  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  n e a r  and e a s t  o f  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r .  
Becomes a  p r e c i n c t ,  w i t h  M i l f o r d ,  i n  1 7 4 2 ,  w i t h  c e n t e r  o f  
m u n i c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  a t  M i l f o r d  C e n t e r ,  
c o n t i n u e s  a s  a r e a  c o v e r e d  b y  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s .  

D.  Economic Base  

Remains  p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  m i l l s  on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  a t  
S p i n d l e v i l l e .  A s  p a r t  o f  Mendon, c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  P r u i t t  a s  a n  
e g a l i t a r i a n  f a r m  community.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

No I n f o r m a t i o n .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o l o n i a l  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e .  Main S t r e e t  d e v e l o p e d  a s  d i r e c t  
r o u t e  f rom Mendon C e n t e r  t o  M i l f o r d  C e n t e r .  Road t o  Medway 
( H a r t f o r d  Avenue) c h a r t e r e d  a s  p a r t  o f  N i n t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
T u r n p i k e  (1800) .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

S t i l l  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  p a r t  o f  t h e  town o f  
M i l f o r d ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  1 7 8 0 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  m o s t l y  i n  s o u t h .  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
a c t i v i t y  i n  S o u t h  M i l f o r d ,  c a .  1810 .  

D. Economic Base  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  H o p e d a l e ,  s t i l l  a  
p a r t  o f  t h e  town o f  M i l f o r d ,  was a  s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  a r e a  o f  f a r m s  
a l o n g  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  Only  two g r i s t  m i l l s  
o c c u p i e d  t h e  a b u n d a n t  w a t e r  power s i t e s  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  o f f e r e d .  
The f i r s t  s i t e ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end  o f  t h e  town i n  
S p i n d l e v i l l e ,  had  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a  saw a n d / o r  g r i s t  m i l l  s i n c e  
b e f o r e  King P h i l l i p ' s  War i n  1 6 7 5 .  The s e c o n d  s i t e  d e v e l o p e d  was 
i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town where  M i l f o r d  S t r e e t  c r o s s e d  
t h e  M i l l  R i v e r .  T h e r e  a  saw and  g r i s t  m i l l  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 
t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
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A t  S o u t h  M i l f o r d ,  a  v i l l a g e  on t h e  C h a r l e s  R i v e r  where  t h e  
boundar  ies  o f  M i l f o r d ,  H o p e d a l e ,  Mendon, and  R e l l i n g h a m  c o n v e r g e ,  
woolen and c o t t o n  goods  were m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  a  s m a l l  f a c t o r y  owned 
b y  Samuel Penniman a b o u t  1 8 1 0 .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a  g r o c e r y  and 
d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  and f rom t h a t  s t o r e  s t r a w  
b r a i d  was d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  women o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  f a r m s  t o  b e  sewn 
i n t o  b o n n e t s  and h a t s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

No I n f o r m a t i o n .  

VIII. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

H o p e d a l e  V i l l a g e  g r i d  l a i d  o u t  and  s t ree ts  named ( 1 8 4 3 ) .  No r a i l  
c o n n e c t i o n s .  

S t i l l  few f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  p a r t  o f  t h e  town o f  M i l f o r d .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  Adin B a l l o u  b r o u g h t  a  community b a s e d  on 
C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l i s m  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  which became t h e  b a s i s  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  H o p e d a l e .  B a l l o u  (1803-188 ) had s e r v e d  a s  
m i n i s t e r  i n  b o t h  Mendon a n d  M i l f o r d ,  and was t h e o l o g i c a l l y  a  
U n i v e r s a l i s t ,  who a s  a  R e s t o r a t i o n i s t  b e l i e v e d  i n  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  
s i n  a f t e r  d e a t h .  H i s  v i e w s  and p l a n s  e x t e n d e d  f a r  beyond t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  p u l p i t  and h e  promoted a c t i v e l y  t h e  
r e f o r m  movements o f  t e m p e r a n c e  and a n t i - s l a v e r y .  H i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  N e w  England N o n - R e s i s t a n c e  S o c i e t y  and h i s  u l t i m a t e  s t a n d  
o f  c o m p l e t e  w i t h d r a w a l  f rom g o v e r n m e n t ,  l e d  t o  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  a  
U t o p i a n  community.  I n i t i a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  a s  a  ser ies o f  F r a t e r n a l  
Communions, i t s  o r g a n i z i n g  f o r m u l a  c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  i t s  f o u r  t e e n  
y e a r  l i f e  f rom 1842-1856.  I t  was i n i t i a l l y  t o  b e  b a s e d  on 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and t h e  r o l e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w i t h i n  waxed and  waned 
due t o  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  o v e r  c o n t r  i b u t i o n s  , l a b o r  v s  . c a p i t a l  , w a g e s ,  
a n d  p r o f i t s .  From a  s i n g l e  f a r m  t h e  community g rew t o  500 a c r e s  
w i t h  100  r e g u l a r  a n d  200 a d d i t i o n a l  members i n  50 h o u s e s .  by  
1 8 5 6 ,  d e b t  i n c r e a s e d ,  B a l l o u  w i t h d r e w  and  t h e  l a r g e s t  
s t o c k h o l d e r s  , t h e  D r a p e r s ,  took  o v e r  t h e  a s s e t s  . 
The r e m n a n t s  c o n t i n u e d  a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  and  by 1867  merged 
w i t h  t h e  newly  formed p a r i s h .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

U t o p i a n  H o p e d a l e  community e s t a b l i s h e d  on 250 a c r e  f a r m  i n  p r e s e n t  
H o p e d a l e  V i l l a g e  a r e a ,  1842 .  By 1 8 5 0 s ,  two s m a l l  s h o p s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  and s e v e r a l  d o z e n  d w e l l i n g s  b u i l t .  Community 
d i s b a n d e d  and p r o p e r t y  p u r c h a s e d  by D r a p e r  b r o t h e r s .  1 8 5 6 .  
S u b s e q u e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  a s  p l a n n e d  i n d u s t r i a l  communi ty .  P o s t  1856 
g r o w t h  i n c l u d e s :  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  west o f  Hopeda le  S t r e e t ,  
a d d i t i o n s  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  be tween  H o p e d a l e  and  D u t c h e r  
S t r e e t s  w i t h  some e x t e n s i o n  s o u t h  t o  Main S t r e e t ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
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o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r  a t  town s q u a r e  w i t h  c h u r c h  (1860 a t  
H o p e d a l e I A d i n  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n ) ,  and i n i t i a t i o n  o f  p r o p r i e t o r s '  
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r r i d o r  on Ad i n  S t r e e t .  

D. Economic Base  

Hopeda le  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  a  q u i e t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  u n t i l  t h e  
e a r l y  1 8 4 0 s  when t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r ,  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Reverend  
Adin B a l l o u ,  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  run-down 250 a c r e  J o n e s  Farm 
l o c a t e d  a b o u t  112  m i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Mendon Road. T h e r e  t h e y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  R e s t o r a t i o n i s t  community founded  on p r a c t i c a l  
C h r i s  t i a n  S o c i a l i s m .  

The community s u p p o r t e d  i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  a g r  i c u l t u r a l  and  by t h e  
p r o f i t s  f rom s e v e r a l  s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s h o p s  which i n c l u d e d  two 
l a r g e  m e c h a n i c s  s h o p s ,  w a t e r  -powered mach i n e r y  f o r  m a n u f a c t u r  i n g  
d o o r s ,  s a s h e s ,  and b l i n d s ,  and  a  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  f rom which t h e y  
i s s u e d  t r a c t s ,  a  p e r i o d i c a l ,  p a m p h l e t s ,  a n d  b o o k s .  The mos t  
p r o f i t a b l e  o f  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  t e x t i l e  
m a c h i n e r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  E b e n e z e r  D r a p e r  who j o i n e d  t h e  community 
w i t h  h i s  w i f e  i n  1842 .  I n  1 8 5 3 ,  h e  was j o i n e d  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r  
G e o r g e  D r a p e r  , who became a  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  mach i n e r  y  bus  i n e s  s t h e  
y e a r  b e f o r e .  A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s h o p  and i t s  e q u i p m e n t  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  D r a p e r s '  s h a r e  i n  t h e  community.  

The H o p e d a l e  Community grew l a r g e l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  
t h e  D r a p e r ' s  t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e r y  b u s i n e s s  which expanded  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r e v o l v i n g  t e m p l e s  t o  i n c l u d e  s p i n d l e s ,  s p o o l e r s  , 
s p i n n i n g  r i n g s ,  l e t - o f f  m o t i o n s ,  t h r e a d  g u i d e s ,  e v e n e r s ,  and  a l l  
fo rms  o f  m a c h i n e r y  screws. By 1 8 5 5 ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  50 
h o u s e s ,  r e g u l a r  s t r e e t s ,  g a r d e n s  and  o r c h a r d s ,  a  
c h a p e l / s c h o o l h o u s e ,  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  t h e  s e v e r a l  s h o p s ,  and  a  500 
a c r e  f a r m  which s u p p o r t e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  300 .  Al though  
t h e  t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e r y  b u s i n e s s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e s  and  
p a i d  d i v i d e n d s  on t h e  j o i n t - s t o c k ,  t h e  community f e l l  i n t o  
economic  d e c l i n e .  By 1 8 5 6 ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  d e f i c i t ,  t h e  
community was d i s s o l v e d  when E b e n e z e r  and  George  D r a p e r ,  h o l d e r s  
o f  314 o f  t h e  j o i n t  s t o c k ,  d e c i d e d  t h e y  c o u l d  do  b e t t e r  " f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e  w o r l d  on t h e  o l d  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  t h a n  t h a t  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l i s m . "  The D r a p e r s  t h e n  b o u g h t  l a n d ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  
and  i n d u s t r i e s  , d r o p p e d  t h e  l e a s t  p r o f i t a b l e  o n e s  and  r e o r g a n i z e d  
t h e  community a s  a  company town. P a r t n e r s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e n t i v e  
c a p a b i l i t y  were b r o u g h t  i n ;  among t h e  f i r s t  was Warren W. D u t c h e r ,  
who moved t o  H o p e d a l e  f rom N o r t h  B e n n i n g t o n ,  Vermont s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  1856 a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  D r a p e r s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  
i n  W . W .  D u t c h e r  and Company. T h i s  f i r m  m a n u f a c t u r e d  t h e  D u t c h e r  
t e m p l e  which h e  d e v e l o p e d  and  t h e  D r a p e r s  b o u g h t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t e m p l e  t o  b e  made w i t h  
i n d i v i d u a l  r o l l s  and  t h e  f i r s t  t o  b e  r e c i p r o c a t e d  by t h e  l a y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  1 2  y e a r s ,  t h e  f i r m s  under  t h e  management o f  
Ebenezer  D. and  George  D r a p e r  g rew and p r o s p e r e d .  Many i m p o r t a n t  
p a t e n t s  f o r  w e a v i n g  and y a r n  p r e p a r a t i o n s  were t a k e n  o u t  by t h e  
company.  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  D u t c h e r - p a t e n t  p a r a l l e l  u n d e r - p i c k  
m o t i o n ,  t h e  S n e l l  and B a r t l e t t  l e t - o f f  ( 1 8 5 7 ) ,  t h e  S t e a r n s  
p a r a l l e l  m o t i o n  ( 1 8 5 9 ) ,  t h e  D r a p e r  l o o s e  f r o g  (1863) u s e d  on e v e r y  
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loom b u i l t  i n  t h e  U.S., a  s p i n d l e  p a t e n t e d  by George Draper  
(1867) ,  t h e  Metca l f  h a n d - t h r e a d i n g  s h u t t l e  (1868) which e l i m i n a t e d  
t h e  h e a l  t h - h a z a r  dous p r a c t i c e  o f  s u c k i n g  t h e  y a r n  th rough t h e  
s h u t t l e ,  t h i c k  and t h i n  p r e v e n t e r s ,  s h u t t l e  g u a r d s ,  and o t h e r  
improved d e v i c e s  f o r  y a r n  p r e p a r a t i o n  machinery  . 
The p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  o f  t h e  company was g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  t o  improve p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y .  O p e r a t i n g  c a p i t a l  
i n c r e a s e d  from $5000 i n  1855 t o  $32 ,000  by 1865;  p r o d u c t i o n  r o s e  
from $15 ,00  t o  $67,539 by 1865.  The W . W .  Dutcher  Temple Co. 
e r e c t e d  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  f rame b u i l d i n g  i n  1860 and a  new t h r e e - s t o r y  
b r i c k  f a c t o r y  i n  1868 ,  powered by s t eam a s  well a s  w a t e r .  The 
Drape r s  a l s o  conduc ted  a  l a r g e  l i v e r y  b u s i n e s s  s i n c e  no  r a i l  
s e r v i c e  e x i s t e d  t o  Hopedale  p r i o r  t o  1889. New s t r ee t s  were l a i d  
o u t  and a d d i t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  f o r  employees was c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  t h e  
work fo rce  doubled  t o  38 by 1865.  Between 1865 and 1875 t h e  work 
f o r c e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  more t h a n  1 0 0  and t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  more 
t h a n  600;  new d o u b l e - f a m i l y  houses  were e r e c t e d  a l o n g  S o c i a l ,  
Union, and Cemetery S t r e e t s .  

The r e t i r e m e n t  o f  Ebenezer  Draper  i n  1868 and t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  
t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  George D r a p e r ' s  o l d e s t  s o n ,  Wi l l i am F. D r a p e r ,  
marked t h e  end o f  an i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  o f  company g rowth .  Ebenezer 
r e t i r e d  wi th  a  n e t  worth o f  $125 ,000 ,  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  improvement 
ove r  t h e  $5 ,000  h e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  Hopedale  Community i n  1841.  

By 1870 George Draper  and Son owned o r  c o n t r o l l e d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  
f i r m s  i n  Hopedale :  t h e  Hopedale  Furnance  Company, Du t c h e r  Temple 
Company, and Hopedale Machine Company, a s  well a s  a  c u r r i e r ' s  shop  
and t h e  company s t o r e .  Annual p r o d u c t i o n  amounted t o  n e a r l y  
$500 ,000  worth o f  machinery  and p a r t s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  D r a p e r - c o n t r o l l e d  i n d u s t r i e s  , Hopedale  
c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  o r  fou r  s m a l l  b o o t  and shoe  s h o p s ,  a  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l  a t  S p i n d l e v i l l e  and a  new g r i s t  m i l l  owned by Davenport  and 
Chapman a t  White  C i t y ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  t h e  
t own ' s  sewage t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t .  A number pf d a i r y  and v e g e t a b l e  
fa rms  were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  p l a i n  s o u t h  o f  Hopedale  v i l l a g e .  S i n c e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t i s  t i c s  f o r  Hopedale  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  a f t e r  
1886,  e x a c t  f i g u r e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  canno t  b e  
d e t e r m i n e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Hopeda le ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  deve lopment  b e g i n s  e s s e n t i a l l y  wi th  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U top ian  Hopedale  Community i n  1842. I n  1843 
t h e  Hopedale  Community e r e c t e d  a  2 6 '  X 26 '  mee t inghouse  which a l s o  
s e r v e d  a s  a  s c h o o l h o u s e .  The Utopian  expe r imen t  was s h o r t - l i v e d  , 
and i n  18 56 t h e  community s o l d  i t s  p r o p e r t y  t o  George D r a p e r ,  one 
o f  i t s  members, who s e t  abou t  t r a n s f o r m i n g  Hopedale  i n t o  a  
p r o s p e r o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  . 
R e s i d e n t i a l :  Hopedale  is s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  i t  p r e s e r v e s  bo th  
t h e  p l a n  and s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  t h e  w o r k e r ' s  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  t h a t  
made i t  famous i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  a  model company town 
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w i t h  l andscaped  s t r e e t s  and p a r k s  p lanned  by prominent  Boston 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m s .  

Fo l lowing  h i s  p u r c h a s e  i n  1856 ,  Draper  began c o n s t r u c t i n g  h o u s i n g  
a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end o f  Hopedale  S t r e e t  t o  accommodate t h e  workers  
i n  h i s  c o t t o n  mach ine ry  f a c t o r i e s  . B u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  
between 1865-1875 a l o n g  S o c i a l ,  Union, and Cemetery S t r e e t s .  
U n l i k e  most  worker h o u s i n g  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  
Hopedale h o u s i n g  u n i t  was a  d u p l e x  w i t h  two a p a r t m e n t s  s h a r i n g  a 
" s y m m e t r i c a l l y  p l anned  d w e l l i n g  s e p a r a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  by a  
p a r t i t i o n  w a l l .  Designed i n t o  t h a t  w a l l  was a  common u t i l i t i e s  
c o r e ,  g i v i n g  s e r v i c e  and i n s u l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  n o i s e  t o  bo th  s i d e s  i n  
t h e  most economica l  a r r angemen t  " ( G a i n e r ,  215) .  Each b u i l d i n g  
measured 4 0 '  X 2 7 '  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  a p a r t m e n t s  occupy ing  a  2 0 '  X 
2 7 '  s p a c e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  rooms on two f l o o r s .  On t h e  
e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  frame b u i l d i n g s  resembled  s t a n d a r d  g a b l e - r o o f e d  
two-s t o r y  s i x - b a y  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney d u p l e x e s .  

Ca. 1 8 6 8 ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i l l  owner s '  r e s i d e n c e s  
began .  The W . W .  Dutcher  house  is t h e  on ly  one o f  t h e s e  d w e l l i n g s  
now s u r v i v i n g .  Located a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  Hopedale  c e n t e r  o f f  
Adin S t r e e t  beh ind  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church,  t h e  Dutcher  house  is a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  Second Empire d w e l l i n g  wi th  
a  mansard r o o f .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The Hopedale  Community f o s t e r e d  some i n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  however ,  t h e  o n l y  a p p a r e n t  s u r v i v o r  is  t h e  
o n e - s t o r y  f rame m i l l  s h o p ,  now a  museum and p r o b a b l y  g r e a t l y  
a l t e r e d .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (18 70-19 15)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

G r a f t o n  and Upton R a i l r o a d  ( M i l f o r d  t o  Boston and Alvany l i n e  i n  
G r a f t o n )  opens  s e r v i c e  i n  1890.  By e a r l y  1900s s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  
s e r v i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  th rough  town from M i l f o r d  t o  Mendon (Mendon 
S t r e e t ,  Hopedale S t r e e t ,  Freedom S t r e e t ,  w i t h  new r i g h t  -of-way t o  
Mendon), and t o  G r a f t o n  a l o n g  G r a f t o n  and Upton R a i l r o a d  
r i g h t - o f - w a y .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

With domina t ion  by t h e  D r a p e r s  and i n c r e a s e  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
p o p u l a t i o n  grew. T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  l o b b y i n g  f o r  a  new town 
which was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  1886 i n  s p i t e  o f  a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  would 
b e  advan tageous  o n l y  t o  t h e  Drape r s .  Hopedale  by then  dominated 
t h e  e a r l i e r  v i l l a g e s  o f  S p i n d l e v i l l e  and South M i l f o r d .  The 
i n f l u e n c e  pf t h e  Utopian  community remained  i n  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  
c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  r e a d i n g ,  l i t e r a r y ,  two 
d r a m a t i c ,  and a  d e b a t i n g  c l u b .  

Hopeda le ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1890 was 1176 and grew s t e a d i l y  
t h roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d  r e a c h i n g  2663 by 1915. The town 's  f o r e i g n  
p o p u l a t i o n  grew s l i g h t l y  form 18-20% c o n s i s t i n g  of  E n g l i s h  and 
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C a n a d i a n s  p l u s  I r i s h  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a n d  I t a l i a n s  l a t e r .  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  t o w n ,  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  60-70% o f  m a l e  employment .  

The company town was u n u s u a l l y  s t a b l e  w i t h  a  f a r  h i g h e r  p e r s i s t e n t  
r a t e  t h a n  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

C o n t i n u e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  p l a n n e d  i n d u s t r i a l  
community.  Major i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  and e x p a n s i o n  
t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  1900.  By 1 8 8 6 ,  s i x t y - t w o  d u p l e x  worker  h o u s e s  a r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  by  1 9 1 6 ,  250 d u p l e x  u n i t s  a r e  i n  u s e .  Development 
i n c l u d e s  i n n o v a t i v e  c u l - d e - s a c  s i t e  p l a n n i n g .  E a r l i e r  c l u s t e r s  on 
Union S t r e e t  and Freedom S t r e e t  a r e  l a t e r  e x p a n d e d .  A f t e r  1 8 8 7 ,  
D u t c h e r ,  P r o s p e c t ,  and  Inman S t r e e t s  n o r t h  o f  Freedom S t r e e t  a r e  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  s i n g l e  and m u l t i  - f a m i l y  h o u s i n g  f o r  m i d d l e  management 
e m p l o y e e s .  Adin S t r e e t  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  , h i g h  
s t y l e  c o r r i d o r ,  f rom M i l f o r d  t o  H o p e d a l e ,  w i t h  a  number o f  l a r g e  
l a n d s c a p e d ,  L a t e  V i c t o r  i a n  e s t a t e s .  Development  o f  town s q u a r e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  w i t h  town h a l l  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( 1 8 8 6 ) ,  
l i b r a r y  (1898) .  Union E v a n g e l i c a l  Church  a t  P r o s p e c t l P e a c e  
S t r e e t s  by  1 8 9 6 .  S e c o n d a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  a t  S p i n d l e v i l l e ,  w i t h  
w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  on M i l l  S t r e e t .  

D. Economic Base  

The b i g g e s t  f a c t o r  i n  H o p e d a l e ' s  p o s t - C i v i l  War g r o w t h  was t h e  
improvement  and l a r g e - s c a l e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r i n g  s p i n n i n g .  George  
D r a p e r  a c q u i r e d  a  v i r t u a l  monopoly  on s p i n d l e s  a f t e r  p u r c h a s i n g  
t h e  i n v e n t i o n s  o f  J. H e r b e r t  Sawyer o f  Lowel l  i n  1 8 7 1  a n d  F . J .  
Rabbe th  o f  P a w t u c k e t  i n  1 8 7 8 .  Sawyer was b r o u g h t  t o  H o p e d a l e  and 
set  up t o  r u n  h i s  own d e p a r t m e n t ,  much a s  was Warren W .  D u t c h e r .  
I n  1 8 7 3 ,  A.A. W e s t c o t t  s e t t l e d  i n  H o p e d a l e  and  e r e c t e d  a  s p i n d l e  
f a c t o r y  i n  S p i n d l e v i l l e .  N e a r l y  h i s  e n t i r e  p r o d u c t i o n  went  t o  t h e  
D r a p e r  Company. 

High s p e e d  r i n g  s p i n n i n g  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  t h e  s p i n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  and  
u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  I t  r e q u i r e d  f rom 1 1 4  t o  318 less  
power ,  r a n  a t  u p  t o  9200 RPM, and  r e q u i r e d  l e s s - s k i l l e d  l a b o r .  
P e r h a p s  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  e v e n t u a l  f a t e  o f  t h e  N e w  Eng land  
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  r i n g  s p i n n i n g  a l l o w e d  t h e  e v e n t u a l  dominance  o f  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  S o u t h e r n  m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f t e r  
t h e  C i v i l  War were e q u i p p e d  w i t h  t h e  n e w e s t  m a c h i n e r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  h i g h l y  a u t o m a t e d  r i n g  s p i n n e r s  and l a t e r  w i t h  t h e  a u t o m a t e d  
N o r t h r o p  looms a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  by  t h e  D r a p e r  Company. Complacen t  
o r  o v e r l y  c a u t i o u s  owners  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  N o r t h e r n  m i l l s  were 
s l o w e r  i n  a d o p t i n g  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  
were o v e r  t a k e n  and e v e n t u a l l y  s u p e r  ceded  by  a  young,  i n n o v a t i v e  
S o u t h e r n  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  
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The 1874  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  S u r v e y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  r a p i d  pos t -war  
g r o w t h .  Twenty b u i l d i n g s  were i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  H o p e d a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  
c o m p l e x :  t h r e e  m a c h i n e  s h o p s ,  two f o u n d r i e s ,  two f i n i s h i n g  m i l l s ,  
one  p a t t e r n  s h o p ,  p l u s  s h e d s  f o r  c o a l ,  l u m b e r ,  and o t h e r  s t o r e s ,  
o n e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e ,  and  a n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  The s i t e  was d i v i d e d  
be tween  t h e  u p p e r  and l o w e r  w a t e r  p r i v i l e d g e s .  A t  t h e  upper  s i t e ,  
t u r b i n e s  a t  a  1 3  f o o t  f a l l  and  a  s t e a m  e n g i n e  powered t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c a s t i n g s ,  s p i n d l e s ,  m a c h i n e r y ,  s c r e w s ,  e t c . ,  w h i l e  
a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end a t  a  s e c o n d  dam t u r b i n e s  powered t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t e m p l e s .  

Expans  i o n  c o n t i n u e d  d u r  i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  ; a n n u a l  s a l e s  e x c e e d e d  $1 
m i l l i o n ,  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  came t o  c o n t r o l  more t h a n  4 0 0  p a t e n t s ,  a n d  
t h e  number o f  employees  r o s e  t o  800 .  A new o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  was 
b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 0 ,  and i n  1 8 8 6  two t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  f a c t o r i e s  were 
e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  u p p e r  and l o w e r  p r i v i l e d g e s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  h o u s e  
t h e  newly fo rmed  H o p e d a l e  E l a s t i c  F a b r i c  Co. ,  W i l l i a m  F. D r a p e r ,  
p r e s i d e n t .  C a p i t a l i z e d  a t  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 ,  t h i s  company employed 2 0  men 
a n d  8 0  women and h a d  a n n u a l  s a l e s  o f  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  By 1 8 8 6 ,  t h e  
company had  a l s o  e r e c t e d  6 2  d o u b l e  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s  and o n e  
b o a r d i n g h o u s e .  From t h e  o r i g i n a l  600 a c r e s  p u r c h a s e d  1856  f rom 
t h e  H o p e d a l e  Community,  t h e  D r a p e r '  h o l d i n g s  had  i n c r e a s e d  t o  3547 
a c r e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  o f  what  l a t e r  became t h e  town o f  H o p e d a l e .  

The e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 s  t o  1 8 9 0 s  e x t e n d e d  a l s o  t o  c i v i c  
i m p r o v e m e n t s .  By t h e  mid 1 8 9 0 s  t h e  Company h a d  b u i l t  and improved 
1 2  miles o f  Macadamized s t ree ts  w i t h  g r a n i t e  c u r b s ,  b u i l t  n e a r b y  
two miles o f  s i d e w a l k s ,  a  sewage  s y s t e m ,  and l a i d  w a t e r  and g a s  
l i n e s .  I n  1 8 8 9 ,  a  new h i g h  s c h o o l  was e r e c t e d  and  h o u s i n g  was 
d e s i g n e d  b y  l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t  , Warren  Henry Manning.  By 1 9 1 6 ,  
company owned h o u s i n g  numbered 2  50 b u i l d i n g s .  

J u s t  a s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r i n g  s p i n n i n g  f u e l e d  g rowth  o f  t h e  
c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 s ,  t h e  a u t o m a t i c  N o r t h r o p  Loom, t h e  s i n g l e  
l a r g e s t  p r o f i t - m a k i n g  i t e m  o f  t h e  company,  p r o p e l l e d  t h e  D r a p e r  
Companies i n t o  f u r t h e r  e x p a n s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  F i r s t  s o l d  i n  1 8 9 4 ,  i t  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  g r e a t  r e s e a r c h  
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p rogram t h a t  took  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  c o s t  $350 ,000  a n d  
made t h e  D r a p e r  Co. t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  o f  t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e r y  i n  
t h e  U.S. b y  1900 .  Between 1894 a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  more  t h a n  7 8 , 0 0 0  
N o r t h r o p  Looms were s o l d  t o  210  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  i n  t h e  
U.S. ,  i n i t i a l l y  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  s o u t h e r n  m i l l s .  N e a r l y  a l l  
t h e  loom p l a c e d  i n t o  t h e  m i l l s  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  
a n d  G e o r g i a  d u r i n g  t h i s  time came f rom t h e  D r a p e r s .  By 1 9 0 6 ,  
2 0 , 0 0 0  looms were p r o d u c e d  a n n u a l l y ,  and by World War I t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  looms o p e r a t i n g  i n  U.S. m i l l s  had  been  
made by D r a p e r s .  Looms were a l s o  e x p o r t e d  t o  C h i n a ,  R u s s i a ,  and  
Mexico.  E'mployment grew f rom 700 i n  1896 t o  o v e r  1700 by 1 9 1 6 ,  
and s a l e s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  $ 7 . 5  m i l l i o n .  G r e a t  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  a l s o  o c c u r r e d ;  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d o u b l e d  
b e t w e e n  1886  and a g a i n  b e t w e e n  1896  and  1906.  The dominance  o f  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  m a r k e t  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e i r  new looms 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  w a r e h o u s e  w i t h  o f  f i c e s  f o r  
s a l e s  and s e r v i c e s  i n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a  i n  1906 .  
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A d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  were p l a c e d  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  M i l f o r d  a n d  
P a w t u c k e t ,  R . I . b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  World War, a n d  l a r g e  t r a d e s  a t  N e w  
England f o r e s t  were p u r c h a s e d  t o  e n s u r e  a  s u p p l y  o f  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
b o b b i n s  and s h u t t l e s .  

H o p e d a l e  s u f f e r e d  i t s  f i r s t  s t r i k e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  g r e a t  
e x p a n s i o n .  I n  May 1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Workers o f  t h e  World 
c a l l e d  a  s t r i k e  which e n d u r e d  f o u r  m o n t h s .  The company e v e n t u a l l y  
won o u t ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  g r a n t  a  pay h i k e .  The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
Nor t h r o p  Loom i n v o l v e d  a  ser ies o f  i n v e n t i o n s  and improvements  
which i n c l u d e d  tow s h u t t l e - c h a n g i n g  l o o m s ,  a  s e l f  - t h r e a d i n g  
s h u t t l e ,  t h e  N o r t h r o p  r o t a t i n g  b a t t e r y  (which a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
s u p p l i e d  f r e s h  b o b b i n s  t o  a  s h u t t l e ) ,  and a  new s t o p  m o t i o n .  
T h e s e  improvements  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  w e a v i n g  . The number o f  looms 
t e n d e d  b y  one p e r s o n  i n c r e a s e d  from two o r  f o u r  t o  t w e n t y ,  and 
r e q u i r e d  a  less  s k i l l e d  o p e r a t i v e .  

S e v e r a l  new e n t e r p r i s e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Hopeda le  i n  t h e  
1 8 9 0 s .  I n  1 8 9 2 ,  t h e  H o p e d a l e  E l e c t r i c  Car  company was formed f o r  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s t r e e t  c a r s  and e l e c t r i c a l  a p p a r a t u s .  I n  1 8 9 4 ,  
t h e  C o l l y e r  I n s u l a t e d  Wire Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d  f o r  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  wire and e l e c t r i c  a p p a r a t u s .  Two b o o t  s h o p s ,  o n e  
c l o c k  s h o p ,  o n e  c l o t h i n g  s h o p ,  and o n e  pharmacy were a l s o  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  1 8 9 5 .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  on H o p e d a l e ' s  3 1  f a r m s  and 500 a c r e s  of  
c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  ( 2 7 % ) ,  h a y  
( 1 7 % ) ,  and p o u l t r y  ( 1 6 % ) .  The end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
D r a p e r  Company b o o s t e d  t h e  v a l u e  and q u a n t i t y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
g o o d s  f rom $26 ,000  i n  1895 t o  n e a r l y  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  i n  1905 .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

The t h i r d  m a j o r  p e r i o d  o f  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
1 8 8 0 s  and was f o l l o w e d  by  a  f o u r t h  "boom" l a s t i n g  f rom 1896  - 
1 9 1 5 .  Most o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s  were t w o - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s ;  by  
1 8 8 6  t h e  company had c o n s t r u c t e d  6 2  s u c h  u n i t s  and t h e  number 
t o t a l l e d  o v e r  250 b y  1 9 1 6 .  About a  d o z e n  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  
were c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  m i l l  m a n a g e r s  (who had t h e  o p t i o n  t o  b u y  
t h e i r  homes) a n d  t h r e e  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s  f o r  s i n g l e  employees  were 
b u i l t .  One o f  t h e s e ,  a  l o n g ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  g a b l e d  s t r u c t u r e  s t i l l  
s t a n d s  o f f  h i g h  s t r e e t .  D u r i n g  t h i s  l a t e r  p e r i o d  o f  e x p a n s i o n ,  
H o p e d a l e  won a w a r d s  f rom i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  c o n g r e s s e s  and t h e  
town assumed t h e  p h y s i c a l  fo rm t h a t  would d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  a s  a  
p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e  g a r d e n  c i t y  c o n c e p t  p o p u l a r  a t  t h e  
t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y .  

Two i m p o r t a n t  l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  f i r m s  were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n  o f  t h e  l a t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W i l l i a m  
H. Manning ,  who had worked w i t h  t h e  O l m s t e a d  f i r m ,  was f i r s t  
employed i n  H o p e d a l e  i n  1886 .  H e  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  1896-1903 B a n c r o f t  P a r k  Deve lopment  which c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h i r t y  
d u p l e x e s  b u i l t  on a n  e l l i p t i c a l  k n o l l  west o f  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  From 
1903-1913 ,  Manning o v e r s a w  t h e  P r o s p e c t  H e i g h t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( i n  
M i l f o r d )  which i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  m u l t i  - f a m i l y  b r i c k  rowhouse  i n t o  t h e  
H o p e d a l e  b u i l d i n g  v o c a b u l a r y .  
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The r e m a i n i n g  row i n  M i l f o r d  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Queen 
Anne s t y l e :  h a f - t i m b e r e d  g a b l e s  and porch pediments  and segmen ta l  
a r c h e d  windows. A row o f  frame d u p l e x e s  on P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  i n  
M i l f o r d  a r e  a l s o  s u r v i v o r s  of  t h e  same deve lopment .  Ar thu r  S.  
S h u r c l i f f  was t h e  second  l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t  a t  work i n  Hopedale .  
S h u r c l i f f  p lanned  t h e  1904 Lake P o i n t  development  n o r t h  of  t h e  
f a c t o r y  shops  which i n c l u d e d  t h i r t y  d u p l e x e s  on P r o g r e s s ,  Soward, 
and Lake S t r e e t s ,  a l l  o f  which f a c e d  a  pond and was c o n s i d e r e d  a  
m i l l s t o n e  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  company h o u s i n g .  I n  1914 ,  S h u r c l i f f  
d e s i g n e d  t h e  J o n e s ,  Oak, and Maple S t r e e t s  e x p a n s i o n .  

Local  c o n t r a c t o r s  were employed i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  worker 
h o u s i n g ,  b u t  t h e  company c a l l e d  upon numerous Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f i r m s  t o  d e s i g n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  Robe r t  A l l e n  Cooke of  Boston was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  B a n c r o f t  P a r k  d w e l l i n g s  ; drawings  were a l s o  
s o l i c i t e d  from Peabody & S t e r n s ,  Edwin J. Lewis ,  J r . ,  J. Wi l l i ams  
B e a l ,  Chapman & F r a z i e r ,  and Wal te r  & Kimba l l .  The d u p l e x e s  v a r y  
l i t t l e  i n  t h e i r  b a s i c  components ,  each a p a r t m e n t  occupy ing  one 
s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s o  t h a t  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  had maximum l i g h t  and 
v e n t i l a t i o n .  Some o f  t h e  l a t e r  ones  were more s p a c i o u s  on t h e  
i n t e r i o r  . No e x c e s s i v e  s t y l i s t i c  o rnament  was e v e r  a p p l i e d  t o  any 
o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  u n i t s ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  v a r y  s l i g h t l y  o v e r t i m e ,  some o f  
t h e  l a t e r  ones h a v i n g  h i p p e d  and gambre l  r o o f s  and bay windows. 
C lapboa rds  gave  way t o  s h i n g l e s  w i t h  g r e e n ,  brown, and ye l low 
p a i n t e d  t r i m .  

S e v e r a l  h i g h  s t y l e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  company owners were c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  Adin and 
Main S t r e e t s  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  t h e  m i l l  c e n t e r .  Two Queen 
Anne houses  and a  m a s s i v e ,  two- s to ry  b r i c k  E l i z a b e t h a n  d w e l l i n g  
w i t h  g a t e h o u s e  (1921-1924) b u i l t  f o r  Ebenezer  Draper  a r e  on Adin 
S t r e e t .  A l a r g e ,  s t u c c o e d ,  t i l e - r o o f e d  20th  c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g  i s  
a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  Adin and Main S t r e e t s .  Main S t r e e t  r e v e a l s  
some e l a b o r a t e  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses  a s  well a s  
t h e  t y p i c a l  s i d e - p a s s a g e  and Four S q u a r e  forms adorned  wi th  p e r i o d  
m o t i f s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The Draper  Memorial  U n i t a r i a n  Church ,  e r e c t e d  c a .  
1898 ,  is  a  g r a n i t e  Go th i c  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  tower on t h e  
g a b l e  e n d ,  s i d e  a i s l e s  and b u t t r e s s e s .  The B a n c r o f t  Memorial 
L i b r a r y ,  a l s o  g r a n i t e ,  was b u i l t  t h e  same year  i n  t h e  G o t h i c  
s t y l e .  The a r c h i t e c t ,  Hugh Walker of  Bos ton ,  i s  s a i d  t o  have  
d e s i g n e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a f t e r  t h e  Merton C o l l e g e  Chapel a t  Oxford .  
Fred  Swasey d e s i g n e d  t h e  1886 Town H a l l ,  a  m a s s i v e  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  
Romanesque s t r u c t u r e  o f  g r a n i t e  w i th  browns tone  t r i m .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  By 1879,  t h e  Hopedale  Machine Company and Dutcher  
Temple Company works had e r e c t e d  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s :  among 
t h e s e  were  two t h r e e - s t o r y  b road  g a b l e d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a  t h i c k  
b u i l d i n g  wi th  a  c l e r e s t o r y ,  a  g a b l e - r o o f e d  , t h r e e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  c u p o l a  and v a r i o u s  s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s .  The p r i n c i p a l  shop  o f  
t h e  Hopedale Machine Company was a  t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  measur ing  
220 '  x  6 0 ' .  I t a l i a n a t e  and Second Empire d e t a i l e d  masonry 
s t r u c t u r e s  were  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1880s .  A f a c t o r y  measu r ing  
122 '  x  5 0 '  was b u i l t  i n  1882 and t h r e e  more s i m i l a r  b u i l d i n g s  
fo l lowed  l a t e  i n  t h e  d e c a d e .  
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Most o f  t h e s e  a r e  s t i l l  u t i l i z e d  by Rockwell  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and 
some newer c o n c r e t e  f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  have  been added.  The 1880 
o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n e d  by Fred Swasey was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f i n e s t  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y  complex ( n o n - e x i s t a n t ) .  The o f f i c e  was a  
two-s to ry  p r e s s e d  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  ( 4 6 '  x  4 6 ' )  w i th  b l a c k  b r i c k  
b a n d i n g  and g r a n i t e  t r i m ,  a  p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented p a v i l l i o n ,  and a  
polychrome r o o f .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

By 1920s  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  is abandoned and l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  
improved f o r  a u t o  t r a f f i c .  Main S t r e e t  (Route  126 ,  l a t e r  Route  
1 6 )  becomes t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e a s t l w e s t  r o u t e .  Nor t h l s o u t h  Route  140 
p a s s e s  th rough t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  town. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow s t e a d i l y  from 2663 i n  1915 t o  13113 
i n  1914. The f o r e i g n  p o p u l a t i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  t o  
17% 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Cul -de-sac  h o u s i n g  deve lopment  c o n t i n u e s  a l o n g  e a s t e r n  b o r d e r  
n o r t h  o f  Freedom S t r e e t .  Upper midd le  c l a s s  h o u s i n g  deve loped  on 
Main S t r e e t  n e a r  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Adin S t r e e t  e s t a t e  c o r r i d o r .  
Community house  (1922) added t o  i n s  t i  t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r .  

D .  Economic Base 

Though t h e  company opened t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  a  major r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n  1916 a s  t h e  Draper  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  deve lopments  i n  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  a t  Hopedale  o t h e r  t han  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of 
e x i s t i n g  s h o p s ,  were made a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e .  A d d i t i o n a l  o u t l e t s  
were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  bo th  North and South C a r o l i n a ;  a t  
S p a r t a n b u r g ,  S.C. t h e r e  were two warehouses  by 1929,  w i t h  
a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s e r v i c e  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  l o c a t e d  i n  
Eas t  Spar  t a n s b u r g  i n  1935.  

Many improvements i n  loom machinery  and p a r t s  o c c u r r e d  between t h e  
two World Wars. D i r e c t e d  a t  i n c r e a s i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  and d e c r e a s i n g  
t h e  need f o r  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  l a b o r ,  t h e  number of looms a  s i n g l e  
weaver cou ld  t end  (wi th  t h e  h e l p  o f  bobbin  g i r l s  t o  keep  b a t t e r i e s  
f i l l e d )  was g r a d u a l l y  r a i s e d  t o  100.  

Responding t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  Rayon i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920s ,  t h e  
Draper  c o r p o r a t i o n  deve loped  a  Rayon loom fo l lowed  by a  h i g h  speed 
loom s h i c h  r a n  20% f a s t e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  looms.  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  worker  h o u s i n g  c e a s e d  i n  
Hopeda le  i n  1916 .  Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  
a f  t e r  1916 ; some 1930-1940  o n e - s t o r y  g a b l e d  c e n t e r  e n t r y  d w e l l i n g s  
a r e  g r o u p e d  a l o n g  R o u t e  1 4 0  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t w o - s t o r y  b r  i c k  G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  D r a p e r  High 
S c h o o l  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  (by 1 9 2 2 ) .  
The H o p e d a l e  Community H o u s e ,  d e s i g n e d  by  Edwin J .  L e w i s ,  J r .  i n  
1 9 2 2 ,  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  m e a s u r i n g  
1 8 6 '  x 6 5 ' .  
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