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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: June 1, 1981 Community: Hanover 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Hanover i s  an in l and  town on t h e  Plymouth Colony l i n e .  Drainage v i a  
t h e  Drinkwater River i n  t h e  west and Third Herring Brook on the  e a s t  
t o  t h e  Indian Head and North Rivers.  Swamp and bog land s c a t t e r e d  i n  
t h e  town. Topographic r e l i e f  gene ra l ly  moderate with some d i s sec t ed  
h i l l s  i n  t h e  south.  S o i l s  genera l ly  sandy t o  g rave l ly .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Hanover was e s t ab l i shed  a s  a town on June 14, 1727 (o . s . )  from p a r t s  
of Abington and S c i t u a t e .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Hanover is  a  p a s t o r a l  cum suburban community i n  Plymouth County. 
Although t h e  town was c rea t ed  from p a r t s  of  Abington and S c i t u a t e ,  
t h e  l oca t ion  of  primary water sources and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou te s  
served t o  t i e  t h e  town's development t o  S c i t u a t e  and the  o the r  North 
River towns r a t h e r  than t h e  more h ighly  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  Abington and 
towns of t h e  Narraganset t  Basin. T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  Third Herring 
Brook and t h e  North and Indian Head Rivers  served a s  a  focus of both 
n a t i v e  and European se t t l emen t .  The Drinkwater River i n  t he  western 
po r t ion  of  t h e  town served a s  a  secondary se t t lement  node. Throughout 
t h e  l a t t e r  po r t ion  of  t h e  18th and a l l  through the  19th centruy t h e  
town d id  not  possess  a  cohesive cen te r ,  r a t h e r  t h e r e  were well  developed 
i n d u s t r i a l  (South Hanover, Four Corners) ,  commercial (Four Corners) 
and c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  (Center) nodes. Nineteenth and e a r l y  20th century 
development followed t h i s  p a t t e r n  of l oca t ion  i n  s p e c i f i c  nodes. The 
remainder of  t h e  town maintained an a g r i c u l t u r a l  emphasis with accompanying 
l i n e a r  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n s .  Unlike seve ra l  of t h e  o t h e r  North River towns 
(Scituate/Norwell  e t c . )  Hanover possessed a  land based communication 
l i n k  with Boston and Plymouth v i a  t h e  Bay Path (Washington/Old Washington 
s t r e e t s )  which served t o  uni fy  t h e  eas t e rn  po r t ion  of  t h e  town. I t  
wasn ' t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  19th centruy t h a t  a  s h i f t  i n  t r anspor t a t ion  
occurred f i r s t  with t h e  1870 Hanover Branch Rai lroad and l a t e r  with 
t h e  1894 s t r e e t  ra i lway t h a t  t h e  town's communication l i n k s  became 
more d i v e r s i f i e d .  Light i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  continued throughout t h e  
e a r l y  20th century ,  t h e  town r e t a ined  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  base.  Post 
World War I 1  highway cons t ruc t ion  and concomittant suburbanizat ion 
while  en larg ing  t h e  s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  town and in t roducing  non- 
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n d u s t r i a l  l oca t ions  has severe ly  impacted the  p a s t o r a l  
na tu re  of  t h e  town. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Important nor th /south  c o r r i d o r  between Accord Pond (Hingham) and 
North River t o  Plymouth. Primary t r a i l  documented (Barry, 1853 p.  187) 
as  Washington - Old Washington S t r e e t s  (Route 53) with former loop 
around S i l v e r  Brook t o  Hanover Four Corners wi th  E l m  S t .  South t o  
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Indian Head (North River) fo rd  a t  C u r t i s  Crossing and presumed fo rd  
over Third Herring Brook e a s t  t o  S c i t u t e .  Secondary rou te s  from Accord 
Pond south a s  P leasant  S t .  Along Drinkwater Brook and intermediate  
t r a i l  t o  Hanover Center a s  Main S t r e e t .  Cross rou te  east /west  from 
Drinkwater t o  Third Herring Brook a s  Drinkwater Rd. (Rockland S t .  i n  
p a r t )  around Peg and Wampum Swamps. Suspected t r a i l  a l s o  pro jec ted  
along Indian Head River from Cur t i s  fo rd  t o  Drinkwater Brook. 

B. Set t lement  P a t t e r n s :  

No repor ted  contac t  per iod  s i t e s .  One un iden t i f i ed  n a t i v e  s i t e  was 
s i t u a t e d  midway between East  and Broadway S t r e e t s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Hanover/ 
Norwell l i n e .  Native contac t  per iod  se t t lement  i s  l i k e l y  ad jacent  t o  
Washington/Old Washington S t r e e t s ,  t h e  North River ,  Third Herring Brook 
and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Wampum and Pine I s land  Swamps, Main and King 
S t r e e t s .  The l a t t e r  fou r  l oca t ions  were occupied by n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  
18th and 19th c e n t u r i e s .  Two n a t i v e  b u r i a l  grounds were claimed t o  
be s i t u a t e d  a t  Pine I s l and  and I1Rocky Swamp1' (Dwelley and Simmons, 1910 
p .  51-52). 

C.  Subs is tence  P a t t e r n s :  

Seasonal f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing,  c o l l e c t i n g  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Widespread 
freshwater  streams and r i v e r s  probably contained ex tens ive  q u a n t i t i e s  
of  f i s h .  The North River and t h e  Third Herring Brook were t h e  s i t e  of 
seasonal  he r r ing  runs .  The widespread swamps and marshland were exce l l en t  
h a b i t a t s  f o r  wild game. The North River provided a  d i r e c t  access  rou te  
t o  t h e  coas t  and i t s  r i c h  resource  base.  I t  i s  h ighly  probable t h a t  
t h e  na t ives  t r aded  with Europeans while  present  on t h e  coas t .  Po ten t i a l  
p l an t ing  grounds were loca ted  p r imar i ly  near  Third Herring Brook, between 
Center and Spring/Broadway S t r e e t s  and nor theas te rn  Hanover. 

C .  Observations: 

The Hanover a r ea  was probably occupied by a  small-moderate na t ive  
populat ion.  The presence of ex tens ive  swamp and marsh land and t h e  
absence of  l a r g e  bodies  of  f reshwater  l i k e l y  discouraged t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of l a r g e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t ( s ) .  The n a t i v e s  were probably a f f i l i a t e d  
with t h e  Mattakeesets of t h e  Pembroke Ponds. Regionally,  t h e  n a t i v e  
populat ion f e l l  under t h e  con t ro l  of t h e  Massachusett centered i n  Neponset. 

V. FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. Transpor ta t ion  Routes : 

Native t r a i l s  improved a s  reg iona l  highways with main rou te  t o  
Plymouth from Hingham-Boston a s  Washington S t r e e t  (Route 53) with 
Luddens Ford over Indian River (Cur t i s  Crossing) by Winthrop 1632 
(WPA, p.  619). Bridges cons t ruc ted  from Hanover Four Corners over 
North River (1656) a s  Old Washington S t r e e t  e l imina t ing  Luddens Ford 
and Third Herr ing Brook (1660) t o  Norwell-Scituate.  

B .  Population: 

No f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  o r  white  populat ion.  Old S c i t u a t e  
(Hanover, Norwell, S c i t u a t e )  had 
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Only a  small  number of t hese  ind iv idua l s  l i v e d  i n  present  Hanover. 

C .  Set t lement  P a t t e r n s :  

Limited documentation o f  n a t i v e  se t t l emen tpa t t e rns .  There was 
probably minimal change i n  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m a t  due t o  t h e  small  degree 
of white  s e t t l emen t .  A small  number of Pembroke Pond na t ives  s e t t l e d  
i n  Hanover i n  t h e  l a t e  1750's (Bryand, 1912). The f i r s t  reputed white 
s e t t l e r  was William Barstow who e s t ab l i shed  a  home a t  Four Corners 
no r th  of Oakland Avenue i n  c .  1649 (Dwelley and Simmonds, 1910 p .  172).  
Addit ional  se t t lement  between 1650 and 1675 e s t ab l i shed  t h e  Four Corners 
a r ea  a s  a  small  s e t t l emen t  node. Several  homes were e rec t ed  i n  t he  
v i c i n i t y  of  Church H i l l  (west of  junct ion of  Union and Pine s t r e e t s  
between c .  1660 and t h e  e a r l y  1670's) .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No documentation of  t h e  n a t i v e  economy. Native populat ion probably 
maintained t h e i r  b a s i c  subs i s t ence  rounds. European-Indian t r a d e ,  
however, assumed an inc reas ing ly  l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  t h e  n a t i v e  economy 
with t h e  development of  white  s e t t l emen t s  i n  and about present  Hanover. 

The white  community focused on a g r i c u l t u r e .  Farmers lumbered 
during t h e  win te r  months. The timber was u t i l i z e d  f o r  house cons t ruc t ion ,  
sh ipbui ld ing  (North River sh ipyards) ,  household u t e n s i l s  e t c . .  Limited 
i n d u s t r i a l  development. The f i r s t  Hanover a r ea  shipyard was e s t ab l i shed  
by W i l l i a m  Barstow a s h o r t  d i s t ance  below t h e  p re sen t  North River br idge  
poss ib ly  a s  e a r l y  a s  c .  1660 (Barry, 1853 p .  160).  The only documented 
pre-  1675 m i l l  was a  sawmill b u i l t  near  t h e  E l l i s  Bridge. The dea r th  
of m i l l s  was probably due t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  l imi t ed  development and 
t h e  presence of adequate f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  Norwell a r ea .  Bog i r o n  was 
probably excavated c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r e a ' s  waterways and t ranspor ted  t o  t h e  
r eg ion ' s  i r o n  opera t ions .  William Barstow es t ab l i s ehd  a tavern  adjacent  
t o  t h e  North River Bridge i n  c .  1657. A second tavern  was e s t ab l i shed  
by Joseph Barstow i n  c .  1672. 

E .  Observations: 

A pe r iphe ra l  community with c lo se  s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and economic 
t i e s  t o  t h e  more h ighly  developed nor thern  po r t ion  of  Old S c i t u a t e .  
The white  s e t t l emen t  r e l i e d  heav i ly  on nor thern  Old S c i t u a t e  f o r  
r e l i g i o u s  and i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The Hanover a r ea  lacked a  c i v i c /  
r e l i g i o u s  commercial cen te r .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. Transpor ta t ion  Routes: 

Major highways i n t a c t  from 17th century.  Location of Hanover 
meeting house (1728) on Drinkwater Rd. (Rockland S t . )  c rea ted  r a d i a l  
roads t o  town c e n t e r  a s  Center,  S i l v e r  and Grove S t r e e t s .  Other 
per iod  highways inc lude  east /west  c ross  roads a s  Walnut-Webster 

2 .  S t r e e t s  t o  North Hanover, Union-Ceder S t r e e t s  t o  Mercer Square and 
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Broadway from Four Corners t o  South Hanover. North River Bridge 
r e b u i l t  (1682) and secondary br idge  over Third Herring Brook a t  Mill 
S t r e e t  ( c .  1690). 

B.  Populat ion:  

No f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  populat ion.  A small  n a t i v e  populat ion,  
however, remained i n  Hanover wel l  i n t o  t h e  19th century.  In  c .  1727, 
t h e  white  community cons is ted  of 300 r e s i d e n t s .  The major i ty  of 
t hese  s e t t l e r s  had moved from present  Hingham, S c i t u a t e ,  Norwell, Marsh- 
f i e l d  and Plymouth. The community had a  small  Quaker populat ion by t h e  
e a r l y  18th century.  A handful of French Acadians were r e loca t ed  i n  
Hanover during t h e  l a t e  1750's .  By 1765, t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  populat ion 
had increased  nea r ly  400% t o  1105 r e s i d e n t s .  There was no change i n  
t h e  populat ion between 1765 and 1776. 

C.  Set t lement  P a t t e r n s :  

A small  n a t i v e  populat ion was s c a t t e r e d  about Hanover i n  t h e  18th 
century.  The l a s t  group of  "hos t i le"  n a t i v e s  was routed from t h e i r  
s e t t l emen t  s i t e  i n  t h e  "Drinkwater Swamp" (Barry, 1853 p. 51) probably 
during King P h i l i p ' s  War. 

The ex ten t  of  damage i n f l i c t e d  on t h e  white  se t t lement  during King 
P h i l i p ' s  War i s  not  wel l  documented. Apparently, t h e  n a t i v e  a t t a c k e r s  
confined t h e i r  a t t a c k  t o  t he  a r ea  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  Country Way. 
They f l e d  a f t e r  f a i l i n g  t o  des t roy  Barstow's ga r r i son  house. Settlement 
i n f i l l  occurred a t  t h e  Four Corners and extended along Old Washington 
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  l a t e  17th century and e a r l y  18th century.  A number of 
t hese  s e t t l e r s  were sh ipbu i lde r s  who operated i n  t h e  North River sh ip-  
yards.  By t h e  f i r s t  decade of  t h e  18th  century,  t h e r e  was s c a t t e r e d  
se t t lement  down Broadway and E l m  S t r e e t s ,  Washington S t r e e t  a s  f a r  a s  
East  S t r e e t .  A handful of homes were b u i l t  on East S t r e e t  and i n  West 
Hanover. A t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  town's incorpora t ion ,  t h e  se t t lement  center  
had s h i f t e d  t o  Hanover Center.  The Center was a l s o  t h e  s i t e  c f  t h e  f i r s t  
( c .  1728) and second (c .  1765) meetinghouses, town b u r i a l  ground (c .  1727), 
t r a i n i n g  green (c .  1727), and f i r s t  schoolhouse (c .  1730). Early-  
mid 18th century se t t lement  r ad i a t ed  out  from t h e  town cen te r  along Main, 
S i l v e r ,  Hanover, Union and Upper Washington S t r e e t s .  Addit ional  contemporary 
se t t l emen t  occurred along Broadway, Curcui t  and King S t r e e t s ,  providing 
t h e  r e s i d e n t s  immediate access  t o  p o t e n t i a l  m i l l  s i t e s  on the  Drinkwater 
and I n d i p h e a d  Rivers .  Community expansion r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  establishment 
of a  moveable school  i n  1746. The town was divided i n t o  f o u r  school 
d i s t r i c t s  (each d i s t r i c t  maintaining i t s  own schoolhouse) i n  1772. The 
inc reas ing  popu la r i t y  of t h e  New Light movement i n  t h e  per iod  1740 - 
1760's r e s u l t e d  i n  an unsuccessful  a t tempt  by some r e s i d e n t s  of northern 
Hanover t o  seek establ ishment  a s  a  p a r i s h .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No documentation of n a t i v e  economy. Native populat ion probably 
pursued l imi t ed  hunt ing,  f i s h i n g  and farming. Many probably sought 
employment with white  employers. 

Agr icu l ture  remained t h e  foundation of t h e  white  economy. Industry 
underwent a  post-war boom i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  17th century and e a r l y  
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18th century. Considerable industrial development occured on the 
southern and eastern borders of Hanover. The first documented 
industrial operation was a gristmill erected by Benjamin Curtis on 
the Third Herring Brook,probably at the southern end of the Mill 
Pond in c. 1688. A shipbuilding complex was established on the Indian 
Head and North Rivers. Several shipyards (i.e., Barstow, Clark, 
Sylvester, Barstow and Eels) were established between Barstow's 
Bridge and the junction of the Third Herring Brook and North River in 
the period 1690 - 1755. Support facilities including an anchor forge 
(c. 1704) and a forge and finery (c. 1720) were erected a short distance 
southwest of the Third Herring Brook and North River junction and 
immediately west of Curtis Crossing, respectively (Dwelley, 1910 p. 206- 
207, Scituate Historical Society 1961). An additional iron operation 
was established at the southern end of Forge Pond. A sawmill was built 
north of the iron works at the junction of Cushing Brook and Pleasant 
Street prior to 1724. Nathaniel Josselyn erected a fulling mill on the 
Indian Head River midway between South Hanover and Curtis Crossing in 
c. 1726. A number of additional grist and saw mills were constructed 
on the Drinkwater and Indian Head Rivers and the Third Herring Brook. 
The lumber and bog iron industries likely flourished as a result of 
the expansion of the iron, mill and shipbuilding industries. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential: Most of Hanover's Colonial period houses are simply- 
detailed center-chimney structures with one-and-a-half story Cape- 
style cottages predominating; two story houses are more rark. while 
five-bay facades are most common for both houses and cottages, three- 
bay facades are not unknown, nor three-quarter and half houses and 
cottages unusual. Clusters of Colonial period houses stand at Four 
Corners and Hanover Center with individual examples along Elm, Broad- 
way, and King Streets, most period houses having been constructed in the 
southern half of town along the North River. Only a few more ambitious 
two-story houses with Georgian entrance treatment are known, while most 
cottages are very simply detailed. The overall simplicity of Hanover's 
Colonial houses and the number of cottages reflect the modest character 
of Hanover's 18th century economy. Also surviving in the town is one 
house on Broadway dated to the 17th century; a few other houses have 
early 18th century dates, but most period residences appear to date 
from the mid-to-late 18th cent,Ir$y as suggested by Hanover's comparatively 
late settlement. One early brick house (1702) survives on King Street; 
it is unusual for its" seven bays and three chimneys, apparently a 
transitional form conbining a center and double chimney plan. 

Institutional: Two meetinghouses were built in the period, the 
first in 1727 (48' x 38' x 19') and the second (62' x 43' x 22'), with 
a gambrel roof, double porches, and a two-stage steeple with an open 
belfry and spire, in 1765. The first schools were established after 
1730, with the first known school built in 1748 and four schools in 
operation by the time of the establishment of districting in 1772. 

F. Observations: 

By the early 18th centruy, Hanover had established itself as a self- 
sufficient community with a strong agricultural and industrial foundation. 
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The tapping of the area's wealth of potential mill power sources and 
development of the North River as a shipbuilding complex established 
Hanover as one of the major industrial centers in southeastmn Massachusetts 
during this period. However, the proximity of related industries on the 
Norwell and Pembroke sides of the Third Herring Brook, North and Indian 
Head Rivers probably resulted in the development of close commercial 
ties between these communities. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. Transporation Routes: 

Colonial highways remain in place with primary route to Plymouth as 
Wasfiington Street (Route 53). Little improvement of local roads and no 
documented turnpikes. 

Population remains relatively stable during period. (1105 in 1776 
to 1303 in 1830). 

C. Settlement (1775 - 1830) : 

Some expansion of existing industrial villages at Four Corners, 
South Hanover and Assinnippi. Residential settlement consists primarily 
of farmsteads along existing roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

Peak of shipbuilding during Federal period, with 30 ships built on 
North River 1801. North River Bridge (Washington Street) marked 
furthest point up river for shipyards, and several yards located in 
1300 feet between there and ~hird'~erring Brook downstream. Industries 
ancillary to shipbuilding included two major anchor forges supplying 
U.S. Navy. Curtis Forge reputedly the source of anchor for U.S. 
Constitution. 

Key innovation of period, invention of important tack machine by 
former Brockton and Easton mechanic Jesse Reed, who located in Hanover 
c. 1810, with works on Indian Head River and Rocky Run. Though Reed 
later moved to Marshfield, tack machines and tacks produced from 1820s on. 

Shoe and boot manufacture, probably begun during Federal period, an 
important consumer of locally produced shoe nails. By 1837, 60 men 
and women employed in footwear manufacture. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential: Many substantial houses and cottages were constructed 
at Four Corners, Hanover Center, and along Broadway, King and Pleasant 
Streets. While Cape-style cottages remain the predominant modest house 
type with both end and center chimney examples constructed, a number of 
more pretentious hip-roofed two-story houses, most of these with brick 
end-wall chimneys, were also constructed c. 1810. In addition to 
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VIII. 

these houses, at least a few hip-roofed Georgian houses, dating c. 1780, 
remain extant. Double pile Federal houses are more rare. Also more 
rare are houses with ambitious detailing such as modillioned cornices 
and elliptical fanlights, most houses of the Federal as well as the 
Colonial period having simple boxed cornices and door surrounds with 
entablatures and sidelights to the dado. At least one brick end-wall 
chimney cape house (1822) is known at 506 Main Street. 

Institutional Industrial: Several important institutional structures 
were built in the period including St. Andrew's Episcopal Church (1811), 
a two-story Federal building with a projecting pedimented facade, three- 
bay entrance, and two-stage tower with an open belfry and spire, and 
the Universalist Church (1830, burned 1893), a Greek Revival structure, 
two stories tall with a pedimented end gable, elliptical gable fan, three- 
bay facade and two-stage tower with an octagonal domed cupola. In 
addition, in 1808 the Hanover Academy was founded with its first building, 
a two-story structure with a cupola, built then and a second building 
constructed in 1828. Besides the Academy, three more district schools 
had been constructed by 1804. Also built in the period is a well-detailed, 
two-story hip-roofed building with a modillion cornice at Four Corners. 

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. Trans~ortation Routes: 

Highways remain in place from early 19th century. Reconstruction 
ofaNsrth River bridge as stone arch span (c. 1830) - apparently still 
in place as Old Washington Street Railroad originally chartered (1849) 
from Rockland to Hanover finally completed through West and South 
Hanover to Four Corners (1870), now abandoned along Indian Head River. 

Very slow population growth during this period. Foreign born 
population in 1855, 92. 

C. Settlement (1830 - 1870) : 

Some additional residential settlement at South Hanover and Four 
Corners, growth remains minimal. Scattered infill along Main Street. 
Remainder of town agricultural with the exception of small industrial 
node at West Hanover. 

Economic Base: 

Marked decline in shipbuilding in this period as demand for larger 
ships outstripped depth of North River. Numerous shipwrights headed to 
yards in East Boston, Medford, Chelsea, and South Boston in 1840s. By 
1853 all Hanover yards had closed (Barry). With ship construction went 
anchor forges and cupola furnaces. Remaining machine-work activity 
included construction of tack machines and cotton gins, and, briefly 
in early '30s, manufacture of iron ploughs by David Prouty, early 
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i n s t a n c e o f u s e  of  i r o n  i n  prev ious ly  wooden produce. With success  of 
invent ion ,  Prouty moved bus iness  t o  Boston i n  1833. 

Though shoemaking remained a c t i v e  through Ear ly  Modern per iod ,  peak 
census year ,  1855, when 268 men and women produced over $233,000 worth 
of  boots  and shoes.  Three small  t anne r i e s  a c t i v e  f o r  most of per iod ,  
and va r ious ly ,  t h r e e  sepa ra t e  tack  f a c t o r i e s .  

E .  Archi tec ture :  

Res iden t i a l :  S ideha l l  Greek Revival co t tages  began t o  r ep l ace  
cape-s ty le  co t t ages  a s  t h e  predominant modest house form; o f t e n ,  however, 
modest a s  they were, t h e    reek Revival co t t ages  were we l l -de t a i l ed  and 
s u b s t a n t i a l .  Porches and verandas a r e  r a r e  with simple unshe l te red  
en t rances ,  most o f t e n  with a  broad-fr iezed en tab la tu re ,  t ranson ,  and 
f u l l - l e n g t h  s i d e l i g h t s ,  most common. A somewhat more ambitious entrance 
t reatment  involved r eces s ing  t h e  en t rance  a t  one corner  t o  form a small  
s h e l t e r e d  space before t h e  door. Only two o r  t h r e e  Greek Revival co t tages  
a r e  known which inc lude  verandas o r  p o r t i c o s .  More commonly, l a rge  
c e n t e r  o r  pa i r ed  gable-roof dormers were incorporated t o  add both e x t r a  
a t t i c  room and a  more s u b s t a n t i a l  appearance. By t h e  end of  t h e  per iod ,  
t h e  bracke t ted  eaves,  pane l led  cornerboards and console-supported door 
hoods of t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  were being used on t h e  s tandard  s i d e h a l l  
form; t h i s  marks t h e  ex t en t  of t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s y t l e ' s  impact i n  a  
comparatively i s o l a t e d  and conserva t ive  a rea .  Only t h r e e  two-story 
I t a l i a n a t e  houses a r e  known with two more s u b s t a n t i a l  v i l l a s  a l s o  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  In  1861, t h e  p re sen t  meetinghouse was constructed;  
it r e t a i n s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  gable-roofed form of  t h e  Federal meetinghouse 
with a  square tower base,  octagonal b e l f r y  and s p i r e ,  bu t  incorpora tes  
round-arched Romanesque d e t a i l i n g .  Also cons t ruc ted  was t h e  Second 
Congregational Church a t  Four Corners (1854); a l t e r a t i o n s  were made t o  
t h e  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  1859. A new Hanover Academy, a  two-story 
s t r u c t u r e  with a  pedimented c e n t e r  entrance and square end cupola,  was 
b u i l t  i n  1851; f i v e  d i s t r i c t  schools  were b u i l t  i n  1849, 1853, and 1854. 
In  1863, t h e  Town House burned and a  two-story Greek Rev iva l / I t a l i ana t e  
s t r u c t u r e  accomodating a  high school on t h e  second f l o o r  was constructed.  

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. Transpor ta t ion  Routes: 

Rai l road and roads i n  p l ace  from mid-19th century.  T ro l l ey  rou te  
cons t ruc ted  from Brockton eas t /wes t  t o  Assinnippi (,Norwell) through 
North Hanover on Webster-Walnut S t r e e t s  (1894) with branch t o  Accord 
Pond and Hingham on Main S t r e e t  (1896). 

Populat ion (1870 - 1915) : 

Populat ion growth remains very slow. Foreign born t o t a l  130 i n  
1885, 577 i n  1915; small  i n f l u x  of Poles  and Lithuanians a f t e r  t u r n  
of  t h e  century.  

C .  Set t lement  (1870 - 19151 : 

L i t t l e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  settlement, formation of Eastern European 
colony a t  West Hanover during t h e  l a t t e r  po r t ion  of t h e  per iod .  
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D .  Economic Base: 

Opening of  Hanover Branch Rai lroad made p o s s i b l e  new i n d u s t i r e s  
i n  West Hanover (Lot P h i l l i p s  Boxmill, 1871) and a t  o ld  C u r t i s  forge  
s i t e ,  Eugene Clappls  new process  f o r  gr inding and reus ing  o ld  rubber - 
s a i d  t o  have been t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of t h e  rubber reclamation indus t ry .  
In  1913 t h e  E.H.  Clapp Rubber Co. incorporated a s  t h e  Hanover Rubber 
Co. Both tack  and shoe making remained a c t i v e .  Five shoe f a c t o r i e s  
noted i n  1875 producing $142,488 worth of  boots  and shoes. 

Charles S t e t s o n ' s  machine shop on King S t r e e t  ( s i t e  of Bates and 
Holmes Anchor foundry) purchased by George Clark e a r l y  1890s with use 
of forge  f o r  manufacture of forge  f o r  manufacture of f i r e  c rackers ,  
caps,  Gc. Some work put  ou t  t o  l o c a l  f ami l i e s .  A s  Nat ional  Fireworks 
Co., p l a n t  expanded i n  e a r l y  20th century.  

E .  Archi tecuture:  

Res iden t i a l :  Most l a t e  19 th  century r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t ion  occurred 
i n  t h e  nor thern  s e c t i o n  of  town with small  numbers of  vernacular  Queen 
Anne s i d e h a l l  houses and co t t ages  cons t ruc ted  along Pleasant ,  King, 
Webster and Main S t r e e t s .  In  essence, t hese  l a t e  19th century s ide-  
h a l l s  a r e  an extension of  t h e  s h i f t  t o  s i d e h a l l  p lans  i n  t h e  Ear ly  
I n d u s t r i a l  per iod;  s i m i l a r  i n  form and cha rac t e r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  houses, 
t h e  Late I n d u s t r i a l  s i d e h a l l s  u sua l ly  incorpora te  pa t te rned  sh ing le s  a s  
a  t e x t u r a l  ornament a s  wel l  a s  small  porches with turned  and jigsawn t r i m .  
Several  more s u b s t a n t i a l  Shingle  Style/Queen Anne houses s tand  on King 
S t r e e t  along with a  few stuccoed,  hip-roofed Craftsman houses da t ing  from 
t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  A t  l e a s t  one ambitious Queen Anne house i s  known 
with some s u b s t a n t i a l  sh ingled  Colonial Revival houses b u i l t  c .  1910 on 
River S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Commercial: In  1893, t h e  Un ive r sa l i s t  Church a t  
Assinnippi was bu rn t ,  rep laced  by t h e  p re sen t  sh ingled  Queen Anne two- 
s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  with i t s  o f f s e t  square tower and pyramidal, dormered 
s p i r e .  Also b u i l t  was a  Cathol ic  chapel ,  "Our Lady of  t he  Sacred Heart" 
(1879, J . H .  Besarick) ,  a  simple, one-story S t i c k  S t y l e  bu i ld ing  with 
l ance t  windows and an open b e l f r y  and pyramidal s p i r e  a t  t h e  gable  end. 
In 1880, t h e  l a s t  d i s t r i c t  school (J.W. Beal, a r c h i t e c t )  was b u i l t  with 
o the r  schools  cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  1890s a f t e r  t h e  d ises tab l i shment  of t he  
d i s t r i c t  system, inc luding  t h e  Eus t i s  School (1896), a  Queen Anne/Colonial 
Revival bu i ld ing ,  and a  Queen Anne/Stick S t y l e  school on P leasant  S t r e e t .  
Also b u i l t  was t h e  C u r t i s  Library (1907, E.Q. S y l v e s t e r ) ,  a  one-story 
b r i ck  Georgian Revival bu i ld ing  with a  pedimented p o r t i c o .  A t  l e a s t  one 
Queen Anne s t o r e ,  t h e  Brooks Market, i s  known t o  surv ive ,  on Main S t r e e t .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Several  e a r l y  20th centruy f a c t o r i e s  s tand  on Hanover 
S t r e e t  a t  West Hanover and on King S t r e e t ;  t h e  former i s  a  low, shingled 
bu i ld ing  while  t h e  bui ld ings  on King S t r e e t  a r e  of b r i c k .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD 11915 - 19401 

Transpor ta t ion  Routes: 

Abandonment of  s t r e e t c a r  rou te  t o  Norwell i n  1920s and improvement 
of reg iona l  highways a s  au to  rou te s  with primary north/south connector 
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a s  o r i g i n a l  Route 3  (now Route 53 - Washington S t r e e t )  with concrete  
br idge  over North River (1930). East/west connector between Brockton 
and S c i t u a t e  a s  Route 123 (Webster-Walnut S t r e e t s )  and Rockland - 
Hanover S t r e e t s  through town cen te r  (now Route 139).  Small reg iona l  
a i r p o r t  (Clarks) ,  e s t ab l i shed  i n  1920s on Mytle S t r e e t ,  s i t e  now housing 
development. 

B.  Populat ion (1915 - 1940) : 

Population growth remains slow throughout per iod  with some minor 
f l u c t u a t i o n s .  

C .  Set t lement  (1915 - 1940): 

No d iscernable  r e s i d e n t i a l  growth. 

D.  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  e s t ab l i shed ,  bu t  a l l  previous per iod  i n d u s t r i e s  
remained a c t i v e  f o r  most of per iod .  With des t ruc t ion  of Waterman tack  
f a c t o r y  1920, company cons t ruc ted  new p l a n t  s a i d  t o  be "one of t h e  b e s t  
t ack  f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  ... with hydro -e l ec t r i c  power and 
t h e  most modern s c a l i n g  and b lu ing  processes" (Stone, 1203). Likewise, 
t h e  Lot P h i l l i p s  Box Factory i n  West Hanover was s a i d  by Stone t o  have 
been "one of  t h e  most modern box m i l l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e 1 ' .  

E .  Archi tec ture :  

Res iden t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  cons t ruc t ion  took p l ace  i n  t h e  per iod ,  most 
of t h i s  cons i s t i ng  of  smal l ,  modest hip-roofed bungalows i n  s c a t t e r e d  
loca t ions  along back roads.  A few more s u b s t a n t i a l  stuccoed houses were 
b u i l t  on King and Webster S t r e e t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cons t ruc t ion  took 
p l ace  along Old Washington S t r e e t  a s  p a r t  of t h e  Cardinal  Cushing property:  
a t  l e a s t  a  few l a t e  b r i c k  Mission Revival s t r u c t u r e s  may da t e  from t h e  
per iod .  

Commercial: One-story commercial blocks i n  wood and concrete  were 
cons t ruc ted  a t  Four Corners with a  few p o t e n t i a l  per iod  s t r u c t u r e s  on 
Route 53. 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Ex i s t i ng  town survey i d e n t i f i e d  no i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  
The o l d e s t  surv iv ing  may well  be t h e  Lot P h i l l i p s  Box Factory i n  West 
Hanover (poss ib ly  1872), now housing a  manufacturer of  assembled window 
u n i t s .  The former National Fireworks p l a n t  appears t o  inc lude  a  po r t ion  
of S t e t s o n ' s  machine shop (before  1891) i n  add i t i on  t o  e a r l y  20th century 
s t r u c t u r e s .  Also surv iv ing  i s  t h e  1920 Waterman tack  f a c t o r y  on t h e  nor th  
bank of t h e  Indian Head River.  In  add i t i on ,  a  number of t en - foo te r s  
surv ive  i n  t h e  town - -  a t  l e a s t  two on King S t r e e t .  P o t e n t i a l  NR d i s t r i c t  
along North River should inc lude  shipyard s i t e s  t oge the r  with North 
River ( s tone  arch)  Bridge, 1904, and 1930 Columbia Bridge, s ingle-span,  
open-spandrel concre te  a rch .  P o t e n t i a l  a rcheologica l  s i t e s  inc lude  a reas  
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ad jacent  both t o  Teague's Bridge (1907) and t o  s tone-arch Luddam's 
Ford Bridge (1894) . 

Development Pressures :  In t ens ive  development along Route 3 
c o r r i d o r  with expansion of  a c t i v i t y  along Route 53 (Washington S t . )  
from Hanover Mall t o  Route 139 junc t ion  has nea r ly  overwhelmed h i s t o r i c  
f a b r i c ,  although Hanover Four Corners r e t a i n s  au thenic  per iod  v i l l a g e  
cha rac t e r  t o  a remarkable degree. The remaining a reas  have gradual ly  
been subdivided f o r  modest suburban housing along main roads from 
Brockton-Boston-South Shore development. South Hanover and Indian River 
a x i s  remains i s o l a t e d  a s  per iod  landscape. 
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