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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: March, 1982 COMMUNITY : Hampden 

Topography 

Hampden c o n s i s t s  of a complex of rugged uplands and marshy lowlands. The 
eas t e rn  two t h i r d s  of the  town i s  dominated by t h e  uplands which a r e  p a r t  
of the  Wilbraham Mountains t h a t  extend no r th  i n t o  Wilbraham, Generally,  
they range between 600 t o  almost 900 f e e t  i n  he ight .  The g r e a t e s t  e l eva t ion  
i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  southern Hampden where Pine Mountain extends t o  1070 f e e t .  
To the  west ,  Minnechoag Mountain reaches 990 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l .  These 
uplands s lope  down t o  the  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t ,  poorly drained lowlands of western 
Hampden. Heights  i n  t he  l a t t e r  a r e a  r a r e l y  reach  over 250 f e e t .  Extensive 
t r a c t s  of marshland occur throughout t he  lowlands. Several  waterways cu t  
through t h e  e a s t e r n  uplands, most prominent of which is  the  Scant ic  River ,  
which e n t e r s  Hampden a t  i t s  southwestern corner  and extends t o  t h e  town's 
southern l i n e .  From t h e r e ,  i t  fol lows a southwester ly course and eventua l ly  
d r a i n s  i n t o  the  Connecticut River i n  East  Windsor, Connecticut.  V i r t u a l l y  
a l l  of Hampden's water powered indus t ry  was loca t ed  on the  Scant ic .  The 
only l o c a l  bodies  of f r e s h  water a r e  a handful  of small  m i l l  ponds. Local 
s o i l s  cons i s t  b a s i c a l l y  of t h e  g rave l ly ,  sandy s o i l s  of t he  uplands t o  the  
r i c h  loam of t he  i n t e r v a l e s  and lowlands. 

P o l i t i c a l  Boundaries 

Or ig ina l ly  included wi th in  the  Spr ing f i e ld  g ran t  of Outward Commons i n  1685 
wi th  i t s  e a s t e r n  boundary a t  Brimfield (Monson), Hampden's southern boundary 
a t  the  Connecticut s t a t e  l i n e  was def ined  i n  1714 from t h e  e a r l i e r  Woodward 
and Saf fery  survey (1642). It was e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th in  the  Fourth Prec inc t  
of Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  1745 and included wi th in  the  town of Wilbraham i n  1763. 
Formed a s  South P a r i s h  of Wilbraham i n  1782, i t s  western boundary wi th  Long- 
meadow was defined i n  1783. The independent town of Hampden was e s t ab l i shed  
i n  1878 w i t h  the  nor thern  boundary a t  the  Wilbraham l i n e .  

H i s t o r i c  Overview 

Hampden i s  a r u r a l  suburban town on the  per iphery  of the  Sp r ing f i e ld  metro- 
p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  i s o l a t e d  from major highway c o r r i d o r s .  Located on the  edge 
of c e n t r a l  uplands and the  Connecticut Valley, t he re  a r e  suspected n a t i v e  
s i t e s  a long the  n o r t h  bank of t he  Scant ic  River near  t h e  town cen te r .  It 
was a secondary c o r r i d o r  of communication from Spr ing f i e ld  and Longmeadow 
during the  1 7 t h  century ,  wi th  i n i t i a l  se t t lement  along t h e  Scant ic  River 
from Wilbraham dur ing  the  mid 18 th  century.  Local sawmilling and l imi t ed  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  r e s t r i c t e d  se t t lement  t o  t h e  Scant ic  v a l l e y  wi th  
w e l l  preserved Colonial  Period houses i n  the town cen te r .  Farming was maintained 
on a v a i l a b l e  bottomland through the  e a r l y  19th  century wi th  seve ra l  au then t i c  
farmsteads of Federa l  and Greek Revival s t y l e  along secondary roads.  Establ ish-  
ment of t e x t i l e  m i l l s  on the  Scant ic  River during the  Early I n d u s t r i a l  Period 
c rea ted  an extended s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  from thetown cen te r  i n  which a r e  pre- 
served modest mid 19 th  century  examples. Decline of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  
a f t e r  t he  C i v i l  War maintained t h e  v i l l a g e  s c a l e  of t h e  town cen te r  i n t o  
the  e a r l y  20th century ,  marked by a Georgian Revival town house. A t  p r e sen t ,  
secluded v i s t a s  of upland roads  have a t t r a c t e d  a f f l u e n t  suburban e s t a t e s  
from Spr ing f i e ld  wi th  modest t r a c t  development a long  East  Longmeadow and 
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Wilbraham Roads. The town cen te r  r e t a i n s  remarkable h i s t o r i c  per iod 
a u t h e n t i c i t y  a s  a v i l l a g e  d i s t r i c t ,  and s e v e r a l  ou t ly ing  farmsteads have 
preserved t h e i r  r u r a l  cha rac t e r  d e s p i t e  obvious suburban encroachment. 

I V  . Contact Period (1500-1620) 

Transpor ta t ion  Routes 

There was a l o c a l  co r r ido r  from the  c e n t r a l  uplands t o  the Connecticut 
River p l a i n .  The most obvious t r a i l  r ou te  ac ros s  Minnechoag Mountain is  
probable along the  Scant ic  River v a l l e y  a s  Main S t ree t -Scant ic  Road (nor th  
s i d e ) .  Connections t o  Chicopee Valley (Monson) a r e  conjectured from Scant ic  
River along t h e  a x i s  of South Monson Road, a l though no t r a c e  survives.  Like- 
wise,  connections t o  Connecticut p l a i n  (East  Longmeadow) would appear l i k e l y  
along Watchaug Brook and perhaps a long  M i l l  Road. North-south rou te s  along 
the mountain f r o n t  a r e  obvious a long  the  a x i s  of Wilbraham-Somers Roads. 
Other secondary r o u t e s  along the  h i l l  c r e s t  appear l i k e l y  a s  po r t ions  of 
Monson-Ames Road along Eas t  Brook. 

Set t lement  P a t t e r n  

There were no repor ted  s i t e s  i n  Hampden. The a r e a ' s  rugged t e r r a i n  
and l imi ted  water  sources would have discouraged ex tens ive  n a t i v e  occupation 
during the  Contact Period.  Native s i t e s  would be most l i k e l y  t o  occur i n  
t he  f e r t i l e  Scant ic  River bottomlands. 

Subsis tence P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  had l imi t ed  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land, t h e  ma jo r i t y  of which occurred 
i n  t he  Scant ic  River v a l l e y  and southwestern Hampden. There was good p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  f i s h i n g  i n  t he  Scant ic  River and some of the  a r e a ' s  l a r g e r  streams. 
The rugged uplands and swampy lowlands provided a good h a b i t a t  f o r  
wild game. 

D.  Observations 

Hampden was capable of support ing small  n a t i v e  bands pr imar i ly  
a s  a hunt ing and f i s h i n g  s i t e  and secondar i ly  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes. 
The a rea  probably funct ioned a s  a f r i n g e  zone f o r  t he  n a t i v e s  of t he  
heavi ly  populated Connecticut River Valley. The g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  ex t an t  s i t e s  would occur i n  t he  Scant ic  River v a l l e y .  

V.  P l an t a t ion  Period (1620-1675) 

A. Transpor ta t ion  Routes 

Native t r a i l s  remained a s  r eg iona l  connectors  between the  mountains 
and the  Connecticut Valley. East-west 'longmeadow Path" appeared 
t o  fol low the  n a t i v e  t r a i l  a long  the  Scant ic  River  (Monson History,  
1960). A north-south r o u t e  i s  probable a s  Wilbraham-Somers Road from 
Bay Path (Wilbraham). 

B. Populat ion 

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  t he  n a t i v e  populat ion.  Colonial  se t t lement  
did not  take  p l ace  u n t i l  t he  1740s. 
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C. Settlement P a t t e r n  

There was no re ference  t o  n a t i v e  period se t t lement .  Any n a t i v e  
occupation would probably have been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  small  bands, due 
t o  the  a r e a ' s  l imi t ed  resource base. 

D.  Economic Base 

There i s  no re ference  t o  t he  n a t i v e  economy. Colonial  use of 
t h i s  a r e a  would have been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  lumbering and haying. 

E. Observations 

The l imi t ed  d a t a  sugges ts  Hampden was considered a low p r i o r i t y  
a r ea  by both the  n a t i v e s  and s e t t l e r s  of Sp r ing f i e ld .  

V I  . Colonial  Period (1675-1775) 

A.  Transpor ta t ion  Routes 

Set t lement  of the  Scant ic  River a r e a  during the  mid 18th  century 
encouraged improvement of t h e  l o c a l  highways from Wilbraham town cen te r .  
The primary east-west road was Main S t ree t -Scant ic  Road along the  
r i v e r  wi th  Bennett S t r e e t  a s  t he  highway t o  Brimfield (Monson). There 
was a primary north-south rou te  along the  mountain f r o n t  a s  Somers- 
Wilbraham Road, wi th  secondary connectors  t o  Hampden Center a s  Mountain, 
North, South and Chapin Roads. The east-west connector t o  Longmeadow 
was improved a s  M i l l  and East  Longmeadow Roads. 

B . Populat ion 

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  a n a t i v e  populat ion.  1057 s e t t l e r s  
inhabi ted  Old Wilbraham (Wilbraham and Hampden) i n  1776. Only a small  
por t ion  of these  r e s i d e n t s  l i v e d  i n  Hampden. The major i ty  of the  
se t t l emen t ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were former Sp r ing f i e ld  r e s iden t s .  Smaller 
numbers migrated from Chicopee, Longmeadow, Salem and nor thern  Connecticut. 
Hampden had a small  Bap t i s t  populat ion i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  predominantly 
Congrega t iona l i s t  populace. 

C .  Set t lement  P a t t e r n  

It i s  unclear  i f  t h e r e  was any post-1675 n a t i v e  se t t lement .  The 
f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  d id  not  take  p l ace  u n t i l  ca.1741 wi th  the  
a r r i v a l  of Stephen Stebbins,  who e rec t ed  a home on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
of t h e  Scant ic  River.  The ma jo r i t y  of per iod  se t t lement  occurred 
on the  f e r t i l e  bottomlands of t he  Scant ic  River v a l l e y .  The community's 
f i r s t  cemetery ("The Old Cemetery") was e s t ab l i shed  s l i g h t l y  south 
of t h e  junc t ion  of South and Chapin Roads i n  ca.1755. Addit ional  
homes were b u i l t  a long Monson Road i n  t he  1750s and 1760s. Hampden 
lacked a meeting house s ince  the  Old Wilbraham meeting house was s i t u a t e d  
i n  Wilbraham. 

D.  Economic Base 

The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  c o l o n i a l  economy was based pr imar i ly  on a g r i c u l t u r e .  
The community had a modest m i l l  indus t ry .  The Hampden a r e a ' s  f i r s t  reputed 
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m i l l  was e r ec t ed  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Scant ic  R ive r ' s  junc t ion  wi th  
Scant ic  Road i n  ca.1750. A second m i l l  was b u i l t  s l i g h t l y  downstream 
from the  f i r s t  i n  ca.  1775. A t h i r d  m i l l  was constructed on the southern 
end of Goodwill Pond i n  ca.  1772. A poss ib l e  p re  1775 g r i s t ,  saw 
and f u l l i n g  m i l l  complex was loca ted  near  t h e  junc t ion  of Temple Brook 
and Thrasher Road. 

E. Arch i t ec tu re  

Res iden t i a l :  There a r e  probably l e s s  than a  ha l f  dozen Colonial  
Period houses surv iv ing  i n  Hampden. A l l  of those observed were loca ted  
on the  Wilbraham/Somrs Road o r  on Scant ic  Road. Period s t r u c t u r e s  
inc lude  a  p a i r  of two-and-a-half s t o r y  cen te r  chimney houses,  probably 
da t ing  from t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of t he  18th  century,  i f  no t  poss ib ly  
from the  Federa l  Period.  Both houses have f i v e  bay, cen te r  entrance 
facades wi th  double leaved doors  i n  t he  Connecticut Valley t r a d i t i o n .  
One of these  surv ives  i n  o r i g i n a l  condi t ion  and has a  simple door 
surround w i t h  a  d e n t i l a t e d  en tab la tu re .  Other e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  
cen te r  chimney co t t ages  on Wilbraham Road and a t  t he  town cen te r  on 
Scant ic  Road. One c e n t e r  chimney co t t age  wi th  a  gambrel roof was 
noted on South Road a t  the  town c e n t e r .  

F . Observations 

This  a r ea  was th primary focus of Old Wilbraham's m i l l  opera t ions .  
There i s  a  h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  ex t an t  per iod a rchaeologica l  remains 
i n  t he  Scant ic  River v a l l e y  due t o  t h e  l imi t ed  development i n  t h i s  
a rea .  

V I I .  Federa l  Period (1775-1830) 

A. Transpor ta t ion  Routes 

There was continued improvement of r eg iona l  connectors  t o  surrounding 
towns. The primary l i n k  wi th  Sp r ing f i e ld  was Spr ing f i e ld  Road and 
t o  Monson a s  South Monson Road. 

B . Populat ion 

Hampden's populat ion is inseparable  from t h a t  of Wilbraham during 
t h i s  per iod.  The populat ion of t h e  two towns toge ther  i n  1790 was 
1,555, of which probably no more than a  t h i r d  l i ved  i n  t h e  more i s o l a t e d  
south p a r i s h  of Old Wilbraham. By 1830 t h e  combined f i g u r e  had reached 
2,034, though much of t h i s  r i s e  may be c r e d i t e d  t o  Wilbraham and the  
growth of t he  m i l l s  a t  J encksv i l l e  (Ludlow). 

C. Settlement P a t t e r n  

Location of t he  South P a r i s h  meeting house i n  1782 s e t  t h e  focus 
of the town cen te r  a long t h e  Scant ic  River.  Agr icu l ture  gradual ly 
expanded along the  a l l u v i a l  p l a i n s  of Wilbraham Road and the re  was 
l o c a l  sawmilling i n  t he  Scant ic  v a l l e y .  

D.  Economic Base 

Hampden's economy i n  the  Federa l  Period remained e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
w i th  probably s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  of corn,  rye ,  and wool produced. 
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"It is  a  m a t t e r  of u n w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y , "  h i s t o r i a n  Copeland wro te  i n  
1902 (v.3, p .547) ,  

t h a t  t h e  l a n d s  of t h e  South p a r i s h  were found 
t o  be  more f e r t i l e  and a c c e s s i b l e  and e q u a l l y  
d e s i r a b l e  f o r  farming purposes  a s  those  of t h e  
North p a r i s h .  

Even i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d ,  however, Hampden had t h e  b u l k  of Old 
Wilbrahamls i n d u s t r y :  by 1795 t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  sawmil ls ,  
two g r i s t  m i l l s ,  and a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  i n  u s e ,  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  t h e  S c a n t i c  
River .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  During t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d ,  n u c l e a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  
began t o  occur  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  town c e n t e r  a t  S c a n t i c  and North Roads. 
S e v e r a l  prominent F e d e r a l  s t y l e  houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a double  chimney, h i p  roofed F e d e r a l  house w i t h  a s i d e  e l l ,  
a t t a c h e d  c a r r i a g e  sheds  and b a r n ;  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ' s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  
and e x t e n s i v e  o u t b u i l d i n g s  sugges t  t h a t  i t  may have been b u i l t  as 
a  t a v e r n .  Other  F e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a  h i p  r o o f e d ,  c e n t e r  chimney 
F e d e r a l  house i n  b r i c k  on  S c a n t i c  Road a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and a number 
of c e n t e r  chimney F e d e r a l  houses  on t h e  Wilbraham Road. Most of t h e s e  
a r e  of a  s i n g l e  room's d e p t h  and i n c o r p o r a t e  f i v e  bay,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  
facades .  A few of t h e  more s t y l i s h  houses  of t h e  p e r i o d  f e a t u r e  s imple  
e n t r a n c e  sur rounds  w i t h  transom l i g h t s  and t h r e e - q u a r t e r  s i d e l i g h t s  
a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h  double  munt ins  i n  a  g r i d  p a t t e r n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The e a r l i e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  town 
were b u i l t  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  and i n c l u d e  t h e  f i r s t  meet ing house 
of t h e  Second P a r i s h  (1785) ,  a second u n i d e n t i f i e d  meet ing house,  
and f o u r  s c h o o l s .  None of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  b e l i e v e d  e x t a n t  and 
no p a r t i c u l a r s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  Second P a r i s h  meet ing house.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  S e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  s e v e r a l  g r i s t  and 
saw m i l l s ,  and a  c lothworks  were b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  S c a n t i c  River  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d ,  b u t  none a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  

V I I I .  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

The l o c a l  highway system remained s t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  f o c u s  of r o u t e s  
t o  Hampden town c e n t e r  a l o n g  t h e  S c a n t i c  River .  No r a i l r o a d s  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  p r o j e c t e d  through t h e  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Hampden's p o p u l a t i o n  remains  i n s e p a r a b l e  from t h a t  of Wilbraham 
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a l though  t h e r e  was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  change i n  
t h e  combined f i g u r e s  between 1830 and 1860 - approximately  2,000 people .  
What growth i s  e v i d e n t  (by 1870 t h e  f i g u r e  had reached 2,330) may 
be due t o  t h e  development o f  South Wilbraham (Hampden) a s  a  manufactur ing 
c e n t e r .  By 1855, e i g h t  p e r c e n t  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  two towns 
were f o r e i g n  born ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of whom were I r i s h  (83%). 
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C. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n  

Establ ishment  of t e x t i l e  m i l l s  a l o n g  t h e  S c a n t i c  River  c r e a t e d  
a s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  from t h e  town c e n t e r  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  by t h e  C i v i l  
War. Farming was mainta ined a l o n g  t h e  open p l a i n  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  and 
Longmeadow w i t h  l o c a l  f a rms teads  i n  t h e  upland v a l e s .  

D. Economic Base 

Although Hampden's economy remained predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  
t h e  waterpower a f f o r d e d  by t h e  S c a n t i c  River  proved i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  
and i n  t h e  1850s and 1860s South Wilbraham became t h e  manufactur ing 
c e n t e r  of Old Wilbraham. 

By 1837 t h e  wool c l i p  from sheep i n  Wilbraham and Hampden amounted 
t o  over  6,000 pounds a n n u a l l y .  Sumner S e s s i o n s  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  s m a l l  
woolen m i l l  i n  1845, producing s a t i n e t ,  a  low-grade wool c l o t h  w i t h  
a c o t t o n  warp, which found a ready use i n  men's ready-to-wear c l o t h i n g .  
The m i l l  was fol lowed i n  1858 by t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a second m i l l ,  t h e  
Ravine Woolen M i l l .  Dur ing t h e  C i v i l  War, b o t h  m i l l s  prospered and 
expanded, t h e  e a r l i e r  becoming t h e  Lacousic  Woolen M i l l s  and t h e  town's 
l a r g e s t  manufac tu re r .  Lu ther  Sage, c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of b o t h  m i l l s ,  e r e c t e d  a t h i r d  i n  1865, t h e  S c a n t i c  Woolen M i l l ,  t o  
manufacture  fancy  cass imeres .  

A t  l e a s t  two t a n n e r i e s  were a l s o  i n  o p e r a t i o n  as w e l l  as a smal l  
paper  m i l l  producing s t r a w  board paper .  A t  t h e  c e n t e r  of town Marcus 
Beebe o p e r a t e d  a p lough shop, and u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War c a r r i e d  on a 
s m a l l  b u t  s u c c e s s f u l  s o u t h e r n  t r a d e .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A number of Greek Reviva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  houses  
were b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and a l o n g  t h e  Wilbraham Road, among 
them s e v e r a l  unusua l  and w e l l  developed s t r u c t u r e s  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  These i n c l u d e  a w e l l  d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  end chimney t r a n s i t i o n a l  
~ e d e r a l / G r e e k  Reviva l  house on Somers Road and two v e r y  f i n e  I t a l i a n a t e  
houses  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  These a r e  a low h i p  roof ,end chimney, double  
p i l e  p l a n  v i l l a  w i t h  a two-story p o r t i c o  w i t h  c a s t - i r o n  b a l u s t r a d e  
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Mountain and North Roads, and a double 
chimney f ive-bay wide Greek R e v i v a l I I t a l i a n a t e  house w i t h  v e r y  o r n a t e  
d e t a i l i n g  on S c a n t i c  Road j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  town c e n t e r .  D e t a i l s  on 
t h a t  house c o n s i s t  of a n  e n t r a n c e  surround w i t h  heavy conso le  b r a c k e t s  
s u p p o r t i n g  a hood and b r a c k e t t e d  window hoods on a l l  t h e  windows. 
More t y p i c a l  a r e  s i d e h a l l  Greek Reviva l  and t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek Reviva l /  
I t a l i a n a t e  houses ,  examples of which, d a t i n g  from t h e  1840s through 
t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  town, b o t h  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  and a long  o u t l y i n g  roads .  E s p e c i a l l y  n o t a b l e  i s  a w e l l  p rese rved  
Gothic Rev iva l  house on Somers Road; t h e  house ,  a one-and-a-half s t o r y  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a e n t r a n c e  surmounted by a g a b l e ,  r e t a i n s  board and 
b a t t e n  s i d i n g  and l a b e l  hoods on a l l  t h e  windows. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  d a t e  from t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  and comprise a 
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w e l l  p rese rved  grouping a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S c a n t i c  and North Roads. 
These i n c l u d e  two Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  two-story,  end chimney, 
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  Academy b u i l d i n g  (now t h e  Hampden H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y )  
w i t h  a square  b e l f r y  and one-s tory  I o n i c  p o r t i c o ,  and a  two-story 
meet ing house w i t h  double  e n t r a n c e s  on a  three-bay facade  and two- 
s t a g e  square  b e l f r y .  Both b u i l d i n g s  probably  d a t e  c a .  1840. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : S e v e r a l  frame i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  of v a r y i n g  s i z e s  
a r e  thought  t o  s u r v i v e  from t h e  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
one-s tory  b u i l d i n g s  a long  t h e  S c a n t i c  River  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  a s  
w e l l  a s  a  two-story frame b u i l d i n g  (ca .  1850) of some l e n g t h  on S c a n t i c  
Road a t  Wilbraham Road. 

I X  . L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

The highway system remained a s  t h e  l o c a l  f o c u s  on Hampden town 
c e n t e r  w i t h  no steam o r  street r a i l r o a d s  through t h e  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The f i r s t  y e a r  of Hampden's r ecorded  p o p u l a t i o n ,  1880, was a l s o  
t h e  peak y e a r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s i x t y  y e a r s .  From a h i g h  of 958 persons  
i n  1880, Hampden's p o p u l a t i o n  s t e a d i l y  d e c l i n e d  as l o c a l  employment 
dwindled,  m i l l s  c l o s e d ,  and a g r i c u l t u r e  became l e s s  p r o f i t a b l e .  I n  
1905 t h e  town r e p o r t e d  o n l y  561 r e s i d e n t s ,  of whom 30 were I r i s h -  
born.  Not u n t i l  n e a r l y  1940 d i d  t h e  town r e g a i n  its s i z e  a s  documented 
i n  1880. 

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n  

The c l o s i n g  of t e x t i l e  m i l l s  s t a b i l i z e d  t h e  town c e n t e r  a long  
t h e  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  farming main ta ined  a l o n g  Wilbraham Road. 

D.  Economic Base 

I n  t h e  decades  immediately f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, a l l  t h r e e  
woolen m i l l s  p rospered .  The Lacousic  Woolen M i l l s ,  employing 75-80 
peop le ,  were t h e  town's l a r g e s t  m i l l s ,  p roducing fancy  cass imeres  - 
a p roduc t  a l s o  of b o t h  t h e  Ravine and S c a n t i c  m i l l s  i n  t h e  1870s. 
The p r o j e c t i o n  of a r a i l r o a d  through Hampden from S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  Providence 
must have s t i m u l a t e d  numerous e x p e c t a t i o n s , a s  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e  
must have a l s o  dampened them. A g r a n i t e  quar ry  which opened on Chapin 
Road c l o s e d  when i t w a s  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  no r a i l r o a d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  
i t s  produc t  t o  market.  

Without a  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  compet i t ion  of l a r g e r  m i l l s  i n  urban 
c e n t e r s  was a d e t e r r e n t  t o  q u a l i t y  p roduc t ion .  I n  1877 t h e  S c a n t i c  
m i l l  conver ted  t o  y a r n  manufacture  and l a t e r  t o  b l a n k e t s .  The Lacousic  
burned i n  1892 and was n o t  r e b u i l t ;  and t h e  Ravine M i l l  burned i n  1904. 

For a  t ime tobacco was s u c c e s s f u l l y  grown i n  Wilbraham and Hampden, 
b u t  by t h e  1880s t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of t h e  l o c a l  d a r k  tobacco had been 
e c l i p s e d  by l i g h t e r  v a r i e t i e s .  A f t e r  1885 t h e  p roduc t ion  of c h a r c o a l  
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became a  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s .  B r i c k  c h a r c o a l  k i l n s  on S c a n t i c  Road were 
e r e c t e d  t h a t  y e a r  and a t  t h e i r  peak d i d  a t h r i v i n g  b u s i n e s s  supp ly ing  
t h e  powder m i l l s  i n  H a z a r d v i l l e  (Town of E n f i e l d ,  Connec t icu t ) .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  - 
R e s i d e n t i a l :  Most of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  L a t e  

I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  occur red  a long  S c a n t i c  Road west  of t h e  town c e n t e r  
and s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  Somers/Wilbraham Road. The most o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  
of l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n c e s  a r e  a group of one-and-a-half and 
two-story workers '  houses  on S c a n t i c  Road west  of t h e  c e n t e r .  These 
a r e  l a t e  examples of t h e  Gothic  Rev iva l  s t y l e  w i t h  double  chimneys 
and c e n t e r  g a b l e s  w i t h  sawn ogee bargeboards .  Approximately a  dozen 
houses of t h i s  t y p e ,  probably  b u i l t  ca.1880, p o s s i b l y  by t h e  South 
Wilbraham Manufacturing Company, s u r v i v e  on S c a n t i c  Road. A number 
of o t h e r  s i d e h a l l  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen Anne, and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  s i n g l e  
fami ly  houses  were b u i l t  a l o n g  Wilbraham/Somers Road, a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  and s c a t t e r e d  a long  o u t l y i n g  roads .  L a t e r  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  
c o t t a g e s  and houses  w i t h  j e r k i n  head h i p  o r  gambrel r o o f s  were b u i l t  
on t h e  Wilbraham/Somers Road, probably  a s  p a r t  of s t r e e t c a r  development. 

X. E a r l y  Modern Per iod  (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

The highways remined a s  secondary r o u t e s  o n l y ,  w i t h  no s t a t e  
a u t o r o u t e s  through t h e  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The p o p u l a t i o n  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a t i c  between 1910 and 1930, 
numbering approximately  650 p e r s o n s .  I n  t h e  1930s,  t h e  town's p o p u l a t i o n  
began t o  rise a t  a  modest r a t e  of abou t  30 new r e s i d e n t s  a y e a r ,  many 
of whom presumably commuted t o  work i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  By 1940 Hampden's 
p o p u l a t i o n  had reached 1 ,023,  a  f i g u r e  on ly  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  
town's s i z e  i n  1880. ( I n  1960 t h a t  f i g u r e  had doubled;  and doubled 
a g a i n  i n  1975) .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n  

There was l i m i t e d  development of t h e  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  town c e n t e r  
mainta ined as t h e  c i v i c  focus .  A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  a long  Wilbraham 
Road w i t h  s m a l l  c r o s s r o a d s  commercial a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  Main S t r e e t  
j u n c t i o n .  

D. Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The town 
r e t u r n e d  t o  a  predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  probably  d a i r y  
and p o u l t r y  farms.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very few r e s i d e n c e s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern 
Per iod .  Those observed c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  of s m a l l  one and two-story sh ing led  
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gambrel roof  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses ,  most l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  wes te rn  h a l f  of town. 
The o n l y  known i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  is  t h e  Town H a l l  
and L i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  (ca.1920) a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  a  one-s tory  b r i c k  
g a b l e  roof C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a cupola  and o f f s e t  p r o j e c t i n g  
e n t r a n c e  bay w i t h  pediment. 

X I .  Survey Observa t ions  

I n d u s t r i a l :  There is  no town survey t o  speak o f .  Surv iv ing  i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  e q u a l l y  l i m i t e d ,  a l though  a t t e n t i o n  should be  p a i d  
t o  t h e  board ing  house of t h e  S c a n t i c  Woolen M i l l  and t h e  Ravine M i l l  
Dam. 

Hampden has  no inven tory  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  An i n v e n t o r y  f o r  t h e  
whole town is  f e a s i b l e  and recommended. D i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  which i n c l u d e s  l a t e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  and commercial b u i l d i n g s .  Some h a l f  dozen o u t s t a n d i n g  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l ,  Greek Reviva l ,  and I t a l i a n a t e  
s t y l e s  a r e  known a c r o s s  t h e  town. 
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