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MHC REKDNNAISSANCE SURVEY FEEXET' 

DATE: January 1983 COMMUNITY: Holland 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Holland f e l l  w i th in  a  r eg ion  of rugged uplands  t h a t  dominates 
most of t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Connect icut  River Val ley 
s tudy u n i t .  The uplands average approximately 900 f e e t  i n  
e l e v a t i o n .  The l andscape ' s  north-south g r a i n  was ev iden t  
i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  uplands and waterways. The Quinnebaug River 
Val ley ex tends  nor th-south and b i s e c t s  t h e s e  h igh lands .  Water 
r e sou rces  were l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  Quinnebaug River t r i b u t a r i e s ,  
two smal l  n a t u r a l  ponds and t h e  Hamilton Reservoir .  Limited 
lowland and upland marsh. A d e p o s i t  of g r a p h i t e  extends  from 
t h e  Sturbr idge/Hol land l i n e  ( s i t e  of John Winthrop's  plumbago 
mine) west  i n t o  Holland. The s o i l  i s  e i t h e r  sandy o r  loamy. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  included wi th in  t e n  mi le  r a d i u s  of Winthrop l e a d  
mine g r a n t  i n  1644 (Tantiusque Deed). Included wi th in  t h e  
Brimfie ld  annex of 1717 wi th  e a s t e r n  boundary a t  S tu rb r idge  
l i n e .  Southern boundary s e t  a t  Massachusetts-Connecticut  
s t a t e  l i n e  i n  1714 from an e a r l i e r  1642 survey.  I t  was included 
w i t h i n  t h e  format ion of South Brimfie ld  (Wales) i n  1762 wi th  
i t s  nor thern  boundary a t  Br imf ie ld  l i n e .  Es t ab l i shed  a s  t h e  
independent town of Holland i n  1783 wi th  boundary a t  County 
Road (Wales) . 

111. H I S T O R I C  OVERVIEW 

Small upland town on secondary c o r r i d o r  between S tu rb r idge  
and Connect icut ,  Holland i s  s i t u a t e d  a long t h e  upper Quinnebaug 
v a l l e y  wi th  dra inage  from Lake Mashapaug (Connec t i cu t ) .  P o t e n t i a l  
n a t i v e  s i t e s  a r e  suspected around Holland Pond and t h e r e  i s  
a  r epo r t ed  s i t e  a t  Ind ian  H i l l  on Blodge t t  Road. Adjacent 
t o  t h e  17 th  cen tury  Winthrop l ead  mine i n  S tu rb r idge  a long 
Connecticut  Path .  Permanent s e t t l emen t  from Br imf ie ld  dur ing  
t h e  mid 18th cen tury  wi th  town c e n t e r  on h i l l t o p  l o c a t i o n  
above v a l l e y .  R e s t r i c t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  du r ing  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  l i m i t e d  economic development t o  smal l  m i l l i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The town c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  Federa l  pe r iod  and Greek 
Revival  c i v i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  a u t h e n t i c  s e t t i n g  wi th  modest houses 
elewhere through town. Crea t ion  of Hamilton Reservoir  i n  
Quinnebaug v a l l e y  i n  t h e  Late  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  f loods  prime 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and ,  c r e a t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  development dur ing  
t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d ,  wi th  summer c o t t a g e s  a long t h e  sho re l ine .  
Presen t  growth i s  r e l a t e d  t o  Hamilton Reservoi r  and acces s  
t o  primary Boston-New York highway c o r r i d o r  from S tu rb r idge  
(1-86) .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

No n a t i v e  t r a i l s  documented i n  town h i s t o r i e s ;  however, s e v e r a l  
probable t r a i l  r o u t e s  appear t o  have converged on Pequoig- 
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Kesloge (Holland Pond). These inc lude  segments of Wales and 
Alexander Roads a s  eas t -west  t r a i l s  and Brimfield-Mashapaug 
Roads a s  t h e  main nor th-south t r a i l  from Quinnebaug River 
t o  Mashapaug Pond (Connec t i cu t ) .  Secondary eas t -west  t r a i l s  
appear l i k e l y  a s  p o r t i o n s  of S ta f ford-Sturbr idge  Roads and 
p o s s i b l y  South May Brook Road. 

B. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

There were no r epo r t ed  Contact  per iod  s i t e s .  Documentary, 
a r chaeo log ica l  and environmental  evidence sugges t  pe r iod  se t t l emen t  
would have concent ra ted  w i t h i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  Quinnebaug River 
Val ley.  A l a r g e  Woodland per iod  campsite was loca t ed  on v a l l e y  
bottomland a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  sou thern  shore  of Holland Pond, 
whi le  two u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i tes were s i t u a t e d  f u r t h e r  
south  on t h e  v a l l e y ' s  o u t e r  per iphery .  Smaller  hunt ing camps 
and b u r i a l  grounds may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  highlands  
t h a t  overlooked t h e  v a l l e y .  An undated n a t i v e  b u r i a l  s i t e  
was r epu ted ly  s i t u a t e d  on a h i l l  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  sou th  of 
t h e  junc t ion  of S t a f f o r d  and Marcey Roads. 

C.  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

Native h o r t i c u l t u r e  would have been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  Quinnebaug 
River bottomlands.  Freshwater f i s h i n g  probably occurred on 
t h e  Quinnebaug River t r i b u t a r i e s  and t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t u r a l  ponds. 
Extensive  wooded uplands and marsh f o r  hunt ing  and ga the r ing .  

D . Observat ions  

The a r e a ' s  rugged t e r r a i n ,  l i m i t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and f reshwater  
sources  would have discouraged s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  s e t t l emen t .  
Local ly ,  n a t i v e  s e t t l emen t  probably g r a v i t a t e d  t o  t h e  more 
a t t r a c t i v e  and widespread bottomlands and wate r  r e sou rces  
of Brimfie ld .  The Holland n a t i v e  popula t ion  appear t o  have 
been s i t u a t e d  on t h e  per iphery  of a major n a t i v e  s e t t l emen t  
node loca t ed  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  i n  t h e  Brookf ie lds ,  reputed 
s e a t  of  t h e  Quabaugs. Regional ly ,  t h e  Quabaugs probably f e l l  
w i t h i n  t h e  domain of t h e  Nipmucs, t h e  dominant n a t i v e  group 
i n  c e n t r a l  Massachusetts  a t  t h e  t i m e  of i n i t i a l  Engl i sh  s e t t l e -  
ment i n  Massachusetts .  There i s  an e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
e x t a n t  per iod  s i t e s  due t o  Hol land ' s  r u r a l  na tu re .  The Quinnebaug 
River v a l l e y  should be considered p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Native t r a i l s  remained a s  l o c a l  t r a v e l  r o u t e s  w i th  primary 
north-south pa th  a s  Brimfield-Mashapaug Road from Holland 
Pond t o  Lake Mashapaug. Locat ion of Winthrop lead  mine i n  
S tu rb r idge  appears  t o  have had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on r o u t e  system. 

B. Popula t ion  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  popula t ion .  Colonial  
s e t t l emen t  d i d  no t  occur  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  e igh teen th  century.  
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C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Native pe r iod  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  poor ly  documented. One source  
r e f e r r e d  t o  n a t i v e  wigwams s i t u a t e d  near  Holland Pond, al though 
no d a t e  was provided.  

D.  Economic Base 

The n a t i v e  popula t ion  probably maintained t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s .  However, l o c a l  n a t i v e s  may have become 
involved i n  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  o p e r a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by William 
Pynchon i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1630s. 

E .  Observat ions  

The l i m i t e d  d a t a  sugges t s  t h i s  a r e a  funct ioned a s  a  p e r i p h e r a l  
zone f o r  both  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  popula t ion .  
There was l i t t l e  i f  any t h r e a t  t o  c o l o n i a l  i ncu r s ion  on l o c a l  
n a t i v e  lands  because of Hol land ' s  rugged t e r r a i n  and t h e  l ack  
of  ready acces s  from t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  s i t u a t e d  a long t h e  Connecticut  
River Val ley.  Fu ture  r e sea rch  should a t tempt  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
t h e  n a t i v e  community t h a t  e x i s t e d  du r ing  t h i s  per iod .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  rans sport at ion Routes 

Establ ishment  of  South Brimfie ld  town c e n t e r  c r e a t e d  a  r a d i a l  
road p a t t e r n  from t h e  meeting house. The primary nor th-south 
r o u t e  improved a s  Brimfield-Mashapaug Roads wi th  t h e  major 
eas t -west  highway a s  S ta f ford-Sturbr idge  Roads. Secondary 
r e g i o n a l  highway l a i d  a long western  h i l l  c r e s t  a s  South Meadow- 
Barney-Polly Roads between Brimfie ld  and S t a f f o r d ,  Connecticut  
(Hyde, Goodhue map 1877) . 

B. Popula t ion  

I t  i s  unc lea r  i f  a  post-1675 n a t i v e  popula t ion  was p r e s e n t  
i n  Holland. The on ly  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  
d a t e  t o  t h e  end of t h e  per iod .  I n  1776, t h e  d i s t r i c t  of South 
Brimfie ld  (Holland and Wales) had 850 r e s i d e n t s .  The major i ty  
of Hol land ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  moved from S p r i n g f i e l d  and Brimfie ld .  
Others  were former Woodstock and Union, Connect icut  n a t i v e s .  
Most of t h e s e  people were of Engl i sh ,  S c o t t i s h  and I r i s h  descen t .  

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The f i r s t  s e t t l emen t  r epu ted ly  took p l a c e  i n  ca.1720 when 
Joseph Blodget t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home northwest  of  "B lodge t t ' s  
H i l l "  (probably Rat t l esnake  Mountain) i n  ca.1720. However, 
s e t t l emen t  d i d  not  occur u n t i l  ca.1731 when d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
a  l a r g e  number of home l o t s  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  Old Br imf ie ld .  
By t h e  e a r l y  1760s, a  s e t t l e m e n t  node had been e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  junc t ion  of S t a f f o r d ,  Brimfie ld  and 
Eas t  Brimfie ld  Roads. The town's  f i r s t  meeting house (ca.1765) 
and b u r i a l  ground (ca.1763) were e r e c t e d  i n  t h i s  gene ra l  a r ea .  
La t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  poor ly  documented, a l though it  appears 
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t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  would have continued t o  concen t r a t e  within t h e  
f e r t i l e  Quinnebaug River Val ley.  The surrounding uplands 
were on ly  capable  of suppor t ing  s c a t t e r e d  se t t l emen t .  The 
mid-1760s wi tnessed t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
d i s t r i c t  of South Br imf ie ld  (ca .  1763) i n t o  e a s t  (Holland) and 
west  (Wales) p a r i s h e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  a  drawn-out r e l i g i o u s  
d i s p u t e  between t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  B a p t i s t  and Congrega t iona l i s t  
f a c t i o n s .  Holland was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  c e n t e r  of South 
B r i m f i e l d ' s  Congrega t iona l i s t  popula t ion ,  whi le  Wales was 
t h e  s e a t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  B a p t i s t  r e s i d e n t s .  

D .  Economic Base 

The town's  economic base  i s  poor ly  documented. A s  wi th  t h e  
o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  of Old Br imf ie ld ,  Holland e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  
a s  a farming community. The vas t  m a j o r i t y  of  l o c a l  crop pro- 
duc t ion  and c a t t l e  g raz ing  occurred i n  t h e  r i v e r  bottomlands 
and t h e  moderately s l o p i n g  h i l l s  t h a t  f lanked t h e  v a l l e y .  
Development o f  an ex t ens ive  m i l l  i n d u s t r y  was hindered by 
t h e  l ack  of s t reams capable  of powering such ope ra t ions .  A 
p o s s i b l e  l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  b r i c k  produc t ion  o p e r a t i o n  may 
have been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Holland Pond. 

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Only one c o t t a g e  of t h e  per iod  i s  known t o  surv ive .  
This  i s  a  c e n t e r  chimney, f i v e  bay p l an  s t r u c t u r e  on Brimfie ld  
Road a t  Hisgin Road, da t ed  1759. While o t h e r  pe r iod  s u r v i v a l s  
a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  no o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  ev iden t  Colonia l  cha rac t e r -  
i s t i c s  were observed.  I f  they  e x i s t ,  Colonia l  per iod  s t r u c t u r e s  
would be most l i k e l y  on Eas t  Br imf ie ld  Road, where a  number 
of c o t t a g e s  of Federa l  appearance b u t  p o t e n t i a l l y  e a r l y  cons t ruc t ion ,  
were noted.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meeting house i n  Holland was cons t ruc ted  
i n  1764. No b u i l d i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  recorded i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s  
and a t  some l a t e r d a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was removed t o  Connect icut .  

F. Observat ions  

Throughout t h i s  pe r iod ,  Holland e x i s t e d  a s  a  r u r a l ,  i s o l a t e d  
h i l l  town s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Connect icut  River  Val ley f r o n t i e r .  
Holland was h igh ly  dependent on t h e  mother town of  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  
due t o  i t s  l i m i t e d  economy and i t s  i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n .  However, 
i t s  proximity  t o  Connect icut  sugges t s  a d d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  and 
economic t i e s  t o  i t s  sou thern  neighbor.  Explora t ion  of t h e  
l a t t e r  t ies  i s  a  worthy r e s e a r c h  top i c .  Research should a l s o  
determine what impact t h e  Ind ian  wars of t h e  18 th  cen tury  
had on t h e  s e t t l emen t .  An a r c h i t e c t u r a l  survey should be 
undertaken,  s i n c e  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  town l a c k s  any a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
inventory.  Considerable  a r chaeo log ica l  evidence o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e t t l emen t  c e n t e r  should su rv ive  when cons ide r ing  t h e  low 
degree  of development i n  t h i s  a r ea .  
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V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A .  Transpor t a t i on  Routes 

Local highways remained focused around Holland town c e n t e r .  
Improvement of north-south secondary connectors  occurred a s  
Marcqand But terworth  Roads a c r o s s  upland c r e s t s .  S t a f f o r d  
Turnpike from S tu rb r idge  loca t ed  a c r o s s  t h e  sou theas t  corner  
i n  1814 (1-86).  

B.  Popula t ion  

Holland reached i t s  g r e a t e s t  popula t ion ,  453, i n  t h e  yea r s  
1820 and 1830, a l though even i n  1890, a t  428, it had no t  been 
f a r  below t h a t  f i g u r e .  A f t e r  1830, t h e  town began a  slow, 
h a l t i n g  d e c l i n e  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  1930. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Holland town c e n t e r  was maintained a s  t h e  c i v i c  focus  wi th  
expansion of m i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y  a long  t h e  Quinnebaug River .  

D .  Economic Base 

E n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town wi th  smal l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  on Quinnebaug t r i b u t a r i e s .  Some ev iden t  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  t o  Worcester County i n d u s t r i e s :  s cy the  and axe making 
by blacksmith  a long Browns Brook; one m i l l  a l s o  used by Edward 
Blodget t  t o  g r i n d  lead  taken  from S tu rb r idge .  

Some shoemaking a l s o  i n  evidence wi th  1803 tannery  i n  southwest 
p a r t  of town. 

Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Limited c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred i n  Holland i n  
t h e  Federa l  pe r iod .  Most of t h e  per iod  houses observed were 
l oca t ed  i n  t h e  nor thern  h a l f  of t h e  town along Br imf ie ld ,  
Eas t  Brimfie ld  and S ta f fo rd /S tu rb r idge  Roads. These inc lude  
s e v e r a l  c e n t e r  chimney, f i v e  bay p l an  c o t t a g e s  and one double 
i n t e r i o r  chimney p l a n  house. The house, probably b u i l t  ca.1825, 
i nco rpo ra t e s  some Greek Revival  d e t a i l i n g ,  such a s  an en t rance  
surround wi th  co rne r  b locks  and a  t r i a n g u l a r  end gab le  l i g h t .  
That  house i s  probably t h e  most s t y l i s h  res idence  su rv iv ing  
i n  t h e  town. Other houses of t h e  pe r iod  inc lude  a  c e n t e r  
chimney house on S t a f f o r d / S t u r b r i d g e  Road a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  
and some c o t t a g e s  on Mashapaug Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A second meeting house was b u i l t  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  some t ime du r ing  t h e  per iod ;  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  s tood u n t i l  
t h e  p r e s e n t  meeting house was b u i l t  i n  1858. Four school  
d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1783 (when t h e  town incorpora ted)  
wi th  a  school  b u i l t  i n  1798 and two a d d i t i o n a l  schools  cons t ruc ted  
i n  1800. A B a p t i s t  Soc i e ty  was organized i n  1816 and i n  
1820 a  church (36x40 f e e t )  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ;  t h a t  
s t r u c t u r e  i s  no t  known t o  su rv ive .  
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Commercial: A h o t e l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  the town c e n t e r  a t  
some t ime du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d ,  probably ca.1815. The b u i l d i n g  
i s  no t  be l ieved  t o  surv ive .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

L i t t l e  improvement of l o c a l  road system wi th  except ion  of 
secondary nor th-south highway from Holland c e n t e r  a s  Holland 
and Union Roads and r e l o c a t i o n  of S t a f f o r d  Road a long Steven 
Brook. No r a i l r o a d s  were cons t ruc t ed  o r  p ro j ec t ed  through 
t h e  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod .  

B. Popula t ion  

Holland l o s t  a q u a r t e r  of i t s  popula t ion  i n  t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  
pe r iod ,  reach ing  344 i n  1870. I n  1855, e i g h t  of t h e  n ine  
immigrants were n a t i v e s  of I r e l a n d .  

C. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Town c e n t e r  was maintained a s  t h e  c i v i c  focus  w i th  m i l l i n g  
a c t i v i t y  l oca t ed  a long t h e  Quinnebaug River a t  Holland Pond. 

D .  Economic Base 

Chief manufacturing e n t e r p r i s e  was t h e  c o t t o n  m i l l  b u i l t  by 
Elbr idge  Gerry F u l l e r  i n  1833. The four -s to ry  b r i c k  m i l l  
employed 30 men and women, and a smal l  v i l l a g e  known a s  F u l l e r v i l l e  
grew up around t h e  m i l l .  But when t h e  m i l l  was s t r u c k  by 
l i g h t n i n g ,  it was no t  r e b u i l t .  A s  i n  Brimfie ld ,  some b r i c k s  
w e r e  a l s o  manufactured, bu t  even i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod ,  
Hol land 's  economy was almost  e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  

I n  1862 t h e  Hamilton Woolen Company of Southbridge dammed 
t h e  Quinnebaug River about a mi l e  s o u t h e a s t  of  Holland Pond, 
f o r  t h e  company's m i l l s  a t  Southbr idge,  condemning much good 
farmland a long i ts  banks. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Limited r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred i n  
t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  Most houses were b u i l t  i n  t h e  
nor thern  h a l f  of  town along S t u r b r i d g e / S t a f f o r d ,  Brimfie ld  
and Eas t  Brimfie ld  Roads and on t h e  minor roads  t r i b u t a r y  
t o  them. Some houses of t h e  per iod  w e r e  noted a s  we l l  on 
lower Mashapaug Road. Approximately a h a l f  dozen two s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e s  were observed; of t h e s e ,  almost  a l l  adopted t h e  
s i d e h a l l  p l an  and t h r e e  bay facades  of t h e  Greek Revival .  
They a r e  a l l  simply d e t a i l e d  and probably d a t e  ca.1845-1865. 
Cot tages  outnumber houses by a wide margin wi th  some two dozen 
examples noted.  These a r e ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  almost  a l l  c e n t e r  
chimney p l an  s t r u c t u r e s  w i th  f i v e  bay wide facades .  
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Institutional: The present town center acquired much of its 
architectural character in the Early Industrial period. Two 
of the institutional buildings at the center date from the 
period. These are the Town Hall (~a.1860)~ a two-story Greek 
Revival/Italianate structure with double entrances on the 
gable front and the Congregational Church (1858). The church 
is one of the town's finest structures. It is a two-story 
Greek Revival building with a Doric portico in antis. The 
facade is surmounted by a three-stage steeple consisting of 
two square bases and a spire. It appears to have been closely 
modelled on the Brimfield Congregational Church, built 10 
years ealier, which has the same Doric portico and three- 
stage steeple. The Baptist Society, which had been founded 
in 1817, was defunct by 1848. 

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Highway system remained in place from the Early Industrial 
period. The flooding of the Hamilton Reservoir in 1866 required 
relocation of north-south highways, especially Mashapaug Road 
to the Connecticut line. No trolley routes were constructed 
through the area. 

B. Population 

Holland lost half of its population in the period 1870-1915, 
with the greatest losses occurring in the 1880s. By 1915 
the population stood at 159. In 1905, the largest immigrant 
group were six natives of Norway. 

C. Settlement Patterns 

Holland center remained the civic focus with the decline of 
milling activity around Holland Pond. Flooding of Hamilton 
Reservoir forced abandonment of agriculture along the Mashapaug 
valley. 

Economic Base 

Holland was an entirely agricultural town. In 1875 the only 
manufacturing industries noted were four sawmills whose total 
product value amounted to $1,459. In terms of product value, 
this made Holland the smallest, least industrial of the twenty- 
one towns of Hampden County. By 1890, only two sawmills and 
a grist mill were in operation in town, while Alvin Goodell 
made baskets. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: Almost no residential construction occurred in the 
town until after 1900, when the Hamilton Reservoir area began 
to experience resort development. The only evidence of late 
19th century construction are a few vernacular Queen Anne cottages 
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with  gab le  r o o f s  and gab le  dormers on S t a f f o r d  and Mashapaug 
Roads. Af t e r  1900, Hamilton Reservoir  began t o  develop a s  a 
r e s o r t  a r ea .  I t  i s  probable  t h a t  a  smal l  percentage of t h e  
c o t t a g e s  now occupying much of t h e  s h o r e l i n e  d a t e  from t h e  per iod  
1900-1915. These a r e  almost  a l l  one-s tory,  frame summer houses 
wi thgable  o r  h i p  r o o f s  and t h e  s imp les t  Colonia l  Revival  o r  
Craftsman d e t a i l s  ( tu rned  porch p o s t s ,  exposed r a f t e r s ,  overhanging 
e a v e s ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Only one i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  known f o r  
t h e  per iod .  That  i s  t h e  Holland Pub l i c  L ib ra ry  (1912) on S t a f f o r d /  
S tu rb r idge  Road. The b u i l d i n g  i s  a simple b u t  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  
Colonial  Revival  des ign ,  one s t o r y  t a l l  w i th  a p r o j e c t i n g  gab le  
roofed porch on t h e  gab le  end. 

X ,  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Local highways improved a s  a u t o r o u t e s  w i th  t h e  primary nor th-  
south  highway a s  Holland-Mashapaug Roads. Important  r e g i o n a l  
highway c o r r i d o r  between Worcester and Har t ford  improved a s  
S t a t e  Route 15 (1-86) through t h e  sou theas t  corner  a long  t h e  
l i n e  of t h e  S t a f f o r d  Turnpike. 

B.  Popula t ion  

Hol land 's  popula t ion  continued t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  1930 when it 
reached i t s  n a d i r  of 137 persons .  A f t e r  1930 i t s  r i s e  was r e l a t i v e l y  
r a p i d ,  and by 1940 it had r i s e n  80% i n  t h e  decade t o  247. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Town c e n t e r  remained a s  t h e  l o c a l  c i v i c  c e n t e r  w i th  ex t ens ive  
development of  summer r e s o r t  homes around Hamilton Reservoir  
a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  World War. 

D.  Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  The town remained e n t i r e l y  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Extens ive  development of much of t h e  s h o r e l i n e  
of Hamilton Reservoi r  took p l ace  i n  t h e  pe r iod  1915-1930. Minor 
r e s o r t  development occurred i n  t h e  per iod  around Holland Pond. 
Modest summer c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers du r ing  
t h a t  per iod .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  very  simple one-s tory s t r u c t u r e s  
f i n i s h e d  wi th  s h i n g l e s ,  c lapboards  o r  grooved "nove l ty  s id ing . "  
A few c o t t a g e s  i nco rpo ra t e  masonry d e t a i l s ,  such a s  e x t e r i o r  
b r i c k  o r  s tone  chimneys, o r  masonry porches .  Most f e a t u r e  on ly  
t h e  s imples tcraf tsman-der ived d e t a i l s  such a s  deep eaves ,  exposed 
r a f t e r s  o r  r u s t i c  verandas .  Almost a l l  c o t t a g e s  employ e i t h e r  
t h e  gab le  o r  h i p  roof  form. Only one c o t t a g e  of  ou t s t and ing  
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design was noted. This is a cobblestone cottage, one-and-a- 
half stories tall, with a center entrance plan and end exterior 
chimney, located on lower Mashapaug Road. Other modest Colonial 
Revival cottages for year-round occupation were observed on 
Stafford/Sturbridge Road. 

Institutional: Only one institutional structure of the period 
was noted. This is the frame Colonial Revival Holland Elementary 
School (ca.1930) at the town center. The school is composed 
of several one-and-a-half story hip roofed elements which may 
indicate several builds over a period of some 20 years: the 
secitons now comprising the facade appear to date ca.1930, but 
the existence of a secondary hip-roofed block to the rear could 
suggest an earlier structure built up to 20 years earlier. To 
the rear is a two-story masonry addition probably built ca.1960. 
The 1930 sections incorporate modest Colonial Revival/Moderne 
details , such as a projecting gable roofed entry with a sunburst 
fan in the gable. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Holland at present has no building inventory. Future survey 
priorities would include inventory of town center buildings 
as well as residential/agricultural areas in the northern half 
of the town. Area forms noting 20th century development of 
Hamilton Reservoir should be completed as well. Potential National 
Register district at the town center, with possible individual 
listing of the 1858 Congregational Church and of Federal/Greek 
Revival farmhouse, East Brimfield Road. 
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