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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY : HEATH 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Heath i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  Hoosac Range, t h e  
s o u t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  Green Mountains.  Local  t e r r a i n  i s  charac -  
t e r i z e d  by rugged up lands  g e n e r a l l y  r e a c h i n g  over  1700 f e e t  above 
s e a  l e v e l .  These up lands  a r e  some of t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  F r a n k l i n  County. 
The g r e a t e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  Underwood H i l l  ( 1 9 0 2 ' )  and i t s  s i s t e r  
peak ( 1 9 0 9 ' )  immeidately s o u t h .  Both a r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  town 's  
border  w i t h  Whittingham, Vermont. O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  Burnt  H i l l  ( 1858 ' )  
and a n  unnamed peak ( 1 8 1 0 ' )  s i t u a t e d  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Heath. The 
v i l l a g e  of Heath i s  f l a n k e d  on i t s  n o r t h  by two h i l l s  w e l l  ove r  1750 
f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  A network of s t r e a m s  and brooks  f e e d  t h e  town ' s  
two l a r g e s t  waterways,  M i l l  Brook and t h e  W e s t  Branch of t h e  North 
River .  Both t h e  M i l l  Brook and t h e  W e s t  Branch f l o w  s o u t h  and 
e v e n t u a l l y  d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r ,  i n  Charlemont and Shelburne ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Local  marshland i s  l i m i t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  t r a c t s  
s c a t t e r e d  thoughout  Heath.  The town l a c k s  any b o d i e s  of f r e s h w a t e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Sou the rn  s e c t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  of Boston Township 
Number 1 i n  1735 and i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  Charlemont i n  1765. Nor thern  
d i s t r i c t  o r i g i n a l l y  surveyed f o r  t h e  Line  of F o r t s  i n  1741 w i t h  
boundary a t  Massachuse t t s  P r o v i n c e  l i n e  (Vermont) . E a s t e r n  
boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  w2th C o l r a i n  i n  1761 and w e s t e r n  l i n e  w i t h  
M y r i f i e l d  (Rowe) i n  1785. I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town of Heath i n  1785 
i n c l u d i n g  s o u t h e r n  d i s t r i c t  from Charlemont.  

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on Vermont border  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  Mohawk 
T r a i l .  Located i n  Hoosac h i g h l a n d s  a t  b a s e  of Green Mountains w i t h  
n a t i v e  s i tes  p o s s i b l e  a l o n g  West Branch i n  North Heath and con jec tu red  
q u a r r i e s  on M i l l  River t o  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y .  I n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  
m i l i t a r y  o u t p o s t  d u r i n g  French and I n d i a n  Wars w i t h  F o r t  S h i r l e y  
s i t e  documented on Hosmer Road over look ing  West Branch v a l l e y .  
C o l o n i a l  f a r m s t e a d s  expanded from D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  d u r i n g  mid-18th 
c e n t u r y  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  mee t ing  house s i tes  on Charlemont H i l l  marked 
by a u t h e n t i c  Georgian  house on B a s s e t  Road and South  Road cemetery.  
Continued expans ion  of upland a g r i c u l t u r e  th rough  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  F e d e r a l  houses  on J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a g e  Road t o  
North Heath. C i v i c  f o c u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Heath Cen te r  around town 
common l i n e d  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  Limited i n d u s t r i a l  
p o t e n t i a l  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  w i t h  p e r i o d  s t o n e  dam and housing a t  D e l l  
Hollow, i n c l u d i n g  broad g a b l e  examples.  Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  remained 
a c t i v e  through e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  w i t h  d a i r y  farming i n  North Heath. 
P r e s e n t  growth e v i d e n t  a s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  suburban housing a long  C o l r a i n  
Brook Road and on s c e n i c  v i s t a s  from Vermont i n  North Heath. Town 
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I V .  

c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i t y  around o r i g i n a l  common wi th  s e v e r a l  
p e r i o d  f a r m s t e a d s  i n t a c t  on Charlemont H i l l .  

CONTACT PERIOD - 

A.   ran sport at ion Routes: 

I n t e r m e d i a t e  c o r r i d o r  through Hoosac h i g h l a n d s  above D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y .  
Pr imary  r e g i o n a l  t r a i l s  a p p a r e n t l y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e s  a l o n g  West Branch 
v a l l e y  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  of F o r t h  Sh i l ey  m i l i t a r y  r o a d  ( C o s t e l l o ,  
1975, map) and p o s s i b l y  a long  Davenport  Brook a s  C o l r a i n  Road t o  
Heath Brook and M i l l  R i v e r .  North-south c o n n e c t i o n s  from D e e r f i e l d  
v a l l e y  l i k e l y  a l o n g  Burr ington-South  Road and s e c t i o n s  of  Swamp Road 
around Burn t  H i l l .  T r a i l  p a t t e r n  t o  Vermont from West Branch v a l l e y  
p o s s i b l y  fo l lowed  King Road and B r u n e l l e  Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

None of  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  secondary  s o u r c e s  o r  t h e  MHC p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e  
f i l e  made any r e f e r e n c e s  t o  n a t i v e  s i tes  ( p r e h i s t o r i c  o r  h i s t o r i c )  . 
The a r e a '  s rugged t e r r a i n  and absence  of major  wa te r  s o u r c e s  s t r o n g l y  
s u g g e s t s  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s m a l l  hun t ing  and 
f i s h i n g  encampments s c a t t e r e d  th roughou t  l o c a l  up lands  and i n t e r v a l e s .  
The most  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  would have been i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
C o l r a i n / J a c k s o n v i l l e  Roads ( p r o b a b l e  pr imary  n a t i v e  t r a i l )  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
on t h e  moderate h i l l  e a s t  of t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Nine and S t a g e  Roads. 
A second p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  p e r i o d  s i tes  i n  t h e  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  
t h e  town 's  second p r o b a b l y  pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e ,  t h e  C o l r a i n  Brook 
Road , e s p e c i a l l y  nea r  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Heath. 

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

I t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  was under taken  i n  Heath. 
R e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  q u a l i t y  c r o p l a n d  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and e a s t  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  towns of Charlemont,  C o l r a i n  and G r e e n f i e l d .  Some 
n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  p robab ly  occur red  on a r e a  waterways,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  M i l l  
Brook and W e s t  Branch. Hunting l i k e l y  occur red  th roughou t  h e a t h ' s  
up lands .  

D.  Obse rva t ions :  

Heath p robab ly  was on ly  i n h a b i t e d  by a  s m a l l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  on a  
s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  T h i s  a r e a  most  l i k e l y  was u t i l i z e d  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  
d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  and w i n t e r  months by t h e  Squakeags c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  town of N o r t h f i e l d .  The Squakeags w e r e  t h e  n o r t h e r n -  
most n a t i v e  g roup  t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  f e l l  under  t h e  l a b e l  of Pocumtuck. 
P e r i o d  s i tes  may s u r v i v e  a l o n g  t h e  W e s t  Branch ( p o r t i o n  i n  v i c i n i t y  
of Colrain/Jacksonville/Stage Roads t r a i l ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
of Heath and t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of M i l l  Brook) . However, t h e s e  
s i tes  w i l l  p robab ly  have low a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  v i s i b i l i t y  because of 
t h e i r  s h o r t - t e r m  occupa t ion .  
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PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  -- Routes: 

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  Hoosac h i g h l a n d s  
from Deerf i e l d  v a l l e y .  

B. p o p u l a t i o n :  

Smal l  bands of n a t i v e s  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f i s h  and h u n t  i n  Heath. 
C o l o n i a l  occupa t ion  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  1740 ' s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  w e r e  most  l i k e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  
i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s e c t i o n .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Na t ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  remained e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  sugges ted  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  However, t h e r e  most l i k e l y  
was an  i n c r e a s e d  emphasis  on t h e  t r a p p i n g  of f u r - b e a r i n g  animals  
l a r g e l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Anglo-Indian f u r  t r a d e  i n  
t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1630 ' s .  

E .  Obse rva t ions  : 

I t  a p p e a r s  Heath remained a  n a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  a r e a .  C o l o n i a l  e x p l o i t a -  
t i o n  and s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  mid-18th cen tu ry ,  
because  o f  t h i s  a r e a ' s  exposure  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
of much more d i v e r s e  and p r o d u c t i v e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  i n  t h e  Middle 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) ---- 
A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  --- 
Improvement of r e g i o n a l  highways w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Line  of F o r t s  
(17 4 4 )  . Primary e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  F o r t  S h i r l e y  m i l i t a r y  
road a l o n g  West Branch t r a i l .  Loca t ion  of Charlemont meet ing  house 
(1753) on Charlemont H i l l  r e q u i r e d  c o n n e c t i n g  highways from D e e r f i e l d  
v a l l e y  a s  B a s s e t ,  Sou th ,  B u r r i n g t o n  and Avery Road (1765) .  East-west  
highways of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  C o l r a i n  Brook Road and p o s s i b l y  
J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a g e  Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  a  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  p o p u l a t i o n .  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  what t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was. 
P e r i o d  se t t l e r s  were p r i m a r i l y  former r e s i d e n t s  of Lancas te r  and 
Leominster  . O t h e r s  moved from Bed f o r d  and Charlemont.  
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C .  - S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  c.1744 when F t .  S h i r l e y ,  
p a r t  of t h e  l i n e  of f o r t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Massachuse t t s  n o r t h e r n  
f r o n t i e r ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  approx imate ly  one m i l e  no r thwes t  of t h e  
C o l r a i n  S t a g e  and Hosmer Roads i n t e r s e c t i o n .  T h i s  d e f e n s i v e  s t r u c -  
t u r e  was manned by a  s m a l l  g a r r i s o n  u n t i l  c. 1754 when it was 
abandoned. E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  c i v i l i a n  community was n o t  i n i t i a t e d  
u n t i l  c.1752 when C o l o n e l  Jona than  White b u i l t  a  home on Royer Road 
s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  of i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  South  Road. H e  was fo l lowed by 
Jona than  Tay lo r  who moved from p r e s e n t  Charlemont i n  c .  1757 and 
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  dwel l ing  house on C o l r a i n  Brook Road a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
w e s t  of i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Hosmer Swamp Road. L a t e r  p e r i o d  s e t t l e -  
ment occur red  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of B u r r i n g t o n  Road and 
B a s s e t t  Road. By t h e  l a t e  1 7 6 0 1 s ,  t h i s  a r e a  was t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  
Old Charlemont ( p r e s e n t  Charlemont,  Heath) . I n  c .  1769, t h e  town 's  
3 r d  meeting house (1st t o  be  completed)  was e r e c t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of B a s s e t t  Road. The f i r s t  two b u i l d i n g s  (c .1755,  
c .1762) may have been l o c a t e d  n e a r  South  Cemetery. T h i s  s i t e  i s  n o t  
d e f i n i t e  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  one source  p l a c e d  t h e  two uncompleted meeting-  
houses  i n  Charlemont (Healy 1965: 24) . 

Economic Base: 

The pr imary  o c c u p a t i o n  of a r e a  se t t l e r s  was l i v e s t o c k  p roduc t ion .  . 

The l a c k  of good c r o p l a n d  d i scouraged  emphasis  on l o c a l  c r o p  p roduc t ion .  
Lumbering was p robab ly  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of H e a t h ' s  economy. The 
town was covered  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  s t a n d s  of t imber land .  Seoondary 
s o u r c e s  made no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  Local  waterways 
w e r e  n o t  good m i l l  power s o u r c e s .  Heath r e s i d e n t s  most  l i k e l y  
u t i l i z e d  m i l l  f a c i l i t i e s  s i t u a t e d  i n  Charlemont.  A t  l e a s t  one a r e a  
i n h a b i t a n t  r e g u l a r l y  journeyed t o  Deerf i e l d  f o r  s u p p l i e s .  

D .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Heath i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  r e t a i n  f o u r  houses  d a t e d  t o  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  t h r e e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  houses 
and one house w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and a  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n ;  
a l t h o u g h  d a t e d  1773, t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  house appears  t o  d a t e  from t h e  
F e d e r a l  o r  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  The remaining t h r e e  houses 
e x h i b i t  s t a n d a r d  Georgian v e r n a c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  and a l l  a r e  d a t e d  ca .  1770 
Of n o t e  a r e  t h e  White Homestead ( c a .  1770) which i n c o r p o r a t e s  an  
i n t e g r a l  l e a n t o  and t h e  Reverand Jona than  L e a v i t t  House ("The Manse" , 
1 7 6 9 ) ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  Georgian v e r n a c u l a r  house w i t h  crown 
molded windowheads and an e n t r a n c e  surround wi th  pediment .  S u r v i v i n g  
Georgian houses  o f  t h e  Manse 's  q u a l i t y  a r e  a lmos t  unknown i n  F r a n k l i n  
County ' s  w e s t e r n  h i g h l a n d s .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

Heath was c l o s e l y t i d  t o  p r e s e n t  Charlemont l a r g e l y  because  of t h e  
former s e t t l e m e n t ' s  l a c k  of i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  and i t s  s e l e c t i o n  
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a s  t h e  s i t e  of "Old Char lemont ' s "  f i r s t  completed meetinghouse.  
However, i t  shou ld  be de te rmined  why t h i s  a r e a  developed a s  t h e  
f o c a l  p o i n t  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Old Charlemont when c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  town of Charlemont had s u p e r i o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and 
m i l l  power s o u r c e s  and was s i t u a t e d  on a  major  c o l o n i a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r o u t e  (Mohawk T r a i l ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  be devoted 
t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of an  upda ted  expanded town h i s t o r y .  The c u r r e n t  
s o u r c e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  H e a t h ' s  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  
Cons ide rab le  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p robab ly  
s u r v i v e s  on B a s s e t t , R o y e r ,  B u r r i n g t o n  and C o l r a i n  Brook r o a d s .  T h i s  
a r e a  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be l i g h t l y  developed.  S t e p s  should  be  under taken 
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of and p r o t e c t ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  s i t e  of 
F t .  S h i r l e y .  

V I I .  FEDERAL P E R I O D  (1775-1830) - 

A.  -- T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Heath Cen te r  (1789) r e q u i r e d  r a d i a l  highway system 
from town common w i t h  D e l l  Road t o  M i l l  Brook, H i l l  Road t o  North 
Heath and Bray Road t o  Cen te r  Cemetery. North-south d i v i s i o n  
highways i n c l u d e d  Hosmer,Flagg H i l l ,  Swamp and Royer Road w i t h  e a s t -  
w e s t  c o n n e c t o r s  a l o n g  C o l r a i n  and J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a g e  Road. R a d i a l  
highways from North Heath i n c l u d e d  S t e t s o n ,  Underwood, B r u n v i l l e  and 
Branch Road w i t h  e a s t - w e s t  connec to r  a long  West Branch a s  C o l r a i n  
Road. 

B .  - P o p u l a t i o n :  

H e a t h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  speed d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d .  Between 1790 and 1830 t h e  town had a  growth r a t e  of 216.3% -- 
t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  f o r  t h o s e  y e a r s  of any town i n  t h e  county  -- though 
i t s  development  was l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  ne ighbor ing  towns of 
C o l r a i n ,  Conway, and Hawley which a l s o  had l a r g e  and r a p i d l y  growing 
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The p o p u l a t i o n  peaked i n  1830 a t  1 , 1 9 9 ,  
b e g i n n i n g  a  d e c l i n e  which con t inued  u n t i l  1965. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e l o c a t e d  from Charlemont H i l l  t o  Heath Cen te r  (1789) 
w i t h  secondary  economic f o c u s  a l o n g  M i l l  Brook a t  D e l l  v i l l a g e  
( c .  1800) . Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  extended t o  l i m i t s  of h igh land  p l a t e a u  
a long  J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a t e  Road w i t h  l o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  North Heath. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 1830. A t  M i l l  Hollow (now D e l l )  a  g r i s t  m i l l  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  soon a f t e r  1785, fo l lowed  by a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  and ,  by 
a b o u t  1830, by a  s m a l l  woolen m i l l ,  though i t s  l i f e  a p p e a r s  t o  have 
been s h o r t .  For  t h e  most p a r t ,  c a t t l e ,  sheep and d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  
predominated.  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  -- 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses  and c o t -  
t a g e s  s u r v i v e  i n  Heath. These i n c l u d e  n e a r l y  e q u a l  numbers of c e n t r a l  
chimney and c e n t e r  h a l l  (doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney) p l a n  houses ,  
p robab ly  i n d i c a t i n g  s t e a d y  growth over  t h e  p e r i o d  1785 t o  1820. 
Houses predominate  w i t h  fewer c o t t a g e s  t h a n  expec ted  f o r  t h e  r e l a -  
t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  l o c a t i o n .  Most of t h e  c o t t a g e s  observed (some h a l f -  
dozen examples) e x h i b i t  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s .  The on ly  c l u s t e r  of 
p e r i o d  houses s t a n d s  a t  h e a t h  C e n t e r ;  e l sewhere ,  F e d e r a l  farmhouses 
a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  S t a g e  and C o l r a i n  Roads. Almost 
a l l  of t h e  houses  and c o t t a g e s  a r e  v e r y  s imply  d e t a i l e d .  The most 
common e n t r a n c e  d e t a i l  observed c o n s i s t e d  of a  v e r y  wide surround 
w i t h  s t r a i g h t  e n t a b l a t u r e  and h a l f  o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  l e n g t h  s i d e -  
l i g h t s  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  p a n e l l e d  door .  Of n o t e  i s  t h e  wid th  of t h e  
s u r r o u n d ,  g iven  t h e  F e d e r a l  penchant  f o r  narrowness.  En t rance  w i d t h  
may r e f l e c t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  t r a d i t i o n  f o r  wide 
d o o r s ,  which, i n  f u l l y  developed examples,  c o n t a i n  doub le  l e a f  
p a n e l l e d  d o o r s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  When Heath i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1785, t h e  f i r s t  church  
( o r g a n i z e d  a l s o  i n  1785) m e t  i n  t h e  former Charlemont meetinghouse,  

which s t o o d  i n  Heath t e r r i t o r y .  B u i l t  i n  1769, t h e  Charlemont/Heath 
meetinghouse was used u n t i l  1833. Two schoolhouses  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  
i n  1785. Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  
a  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  i n  1801 and of a  U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  i n  1825. A s  
t h e  1830 map i n d i c a t e s  t h r e e  meet inghouses  i n  t h e  town, it i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  meetinghouses w e r e  b u i l t  by b o t h  B a p t i s t s  and U n i t a r i a n s  p r i o r  
t o  1830. However, o n l y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  B a p t i s t  meetinghouse 
ca.1830 i s  recorded .  The 1830 map a l s o  shows t h a t  by 1830, s i x  
schoolhouses  s tood  i n  t h e  town. None a r e  known t o  have s u r v i v e d .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) - 

A.  -- T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Local  highway sys tem remained focused  around Heath Cen te r  and North 
Heath w i t h  improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e s  t o  Charlemont 
a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  a s  J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a g e  Road (Route 8A) t o  D e l l  
Hollow and North Heath. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

L ike  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of towns i n  t h e  coun ty ,  H e a t h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  
between 1830 and 1870. I n  t h a t  p e r i o d  t h e  town l o s t  n e a r l y  h a l f  of 
i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  though t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  of t h i s  l o s s  occur red  i n  t h e  
s i n g l e  decade 1830-40, when t h e  town l o s t  over  300 r e s i d e n t s .  

I n  1855 t h e  town c la imed o n l y  two immigrants:  a  Canadian and an 
I r i shman .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Heath Cen te r  remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  secondary  v i l l a g e  a t  North 
Heath a s  c e n t e r  f o r  upland farming d i s t r i c t .  Local  i n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  expanded a t  D e l l  Hollow on M i l l  R ive r .  

D.  Economic Base: 

Limi ted  expansion of H e a t h ' s  s m a l l  woodworking shops  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
two t a n n e r i e s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  most of t h e  p e r i o d .  By 1865 f i v e  
sawmil ls  w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  one g r i s t  m i l l ,  and a  maker of hand r a k e s .  
Both Dwight Hi tchcock and Henry F a i r b a n k s  produced c h a i r s t o c k  a s  w e l l  
a s  b u t t e r b o x e s  (Hi tchcock)  and broom h a n d l e s  ( F a i r b a n k s ) .  

C o n s i d e r a b l e  wool was s h e a r e d  and i n  1845 Heath l e d  t h e  county  i n  
t h e  q u a n t i t y  of c h e e s e  produced (62,000 l b s . ) ,  though t h e  f i g u r e  f e l l  
i n  subsequen t  decades .  

h. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Approximately two dozen houses  of t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  town. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  when 
houses  predominated ,  t h e  c o t t a g e  was t h e  most common house form of 
t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  P l a n  t y p e s  i n c l u d e  n e a r l y  e q u a l  numbers 
of c e n t e r  chimney and c e n t e r  h a l l  examples.  While t h e  Greek Revival  
s t y l e  c l e a r l y  domina tes ,  two c o t t a g e s  w i t h  Goth ic  Rev iva l  d e t a i l s  
w e r e  observed a t  D e l l .  C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of s e t t l e m e n t  occur  a t  D e l l ,  
a t  South Heath,  a t  North Heath ( a l l  of which appear  t o  have developed 
l a r g e l y  between 1830 - 1850) and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  For  f i v e  bay 
wide ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n  c o t t a g e s ,  nar row eyebrow windows became 
common i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  f o u r  bay wide c o t t a g e s  w i t h  a  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  bay were a l s o  b u i l t .  For  t h e  most p a r t ,  s i d e h a l l  
p l a n  c o t t a g e s  a r e  conf ined  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r ;  t h e s e  c o t t a g e s  a r e  
among t h e  most fu l ly -deve loped  examples of t h e  Greek Rev iva l  s t y l e ,  
w i t h  e n t r a n c e  su r rounds  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  transom and f u l l  l e n g t h  s i d e -  
l i g h t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most of H e a t h ' s  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
d a t e  from t h e  p e r i o d .  A l l  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  Heath Cen te r .  Foremost of 
t h e s e  i s  t h e  Heath Union Church ( 1 8 3 3 ) ,  a  Greek/Gothic Revival  one- 
and-a-half s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  doub le  e n t r a n c e s ,  l a n c e t  windows and 
a  domed, s q u a r e  b e l f r y .  A l s o  of n o t e  i s  t h e  Heath Town H a l l  ( 1 8 3 5 ) ,  
an i n v e n t i v e l y - d e t a i l e d  one-s to ry  Greek/Gothic Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  and a  ca rved  t r i a n g u l a r  p a n e l  i n  t h e  g a b l e  pediment.  
Co lone l  David Snow, an  i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l  b u i l d e r ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Town 
Hal l .  Also  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  t h e  Community H a l l ,  probably  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  t h e  B a p t i s t  meetinghouse c a .  1830. A two-s tory ,  g a b l e  
f r o n t  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  one-s tage  s q u a r e  b e l f r y ,  t h e  Community H a l l  
h a s  been a l t e r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of aluminum s i d i n g .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a  Methodis t  
E p i s c o p a l  Church i n  1859. E i g h t  s c h o o l s  s tood  i n  Heath i n  1878. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Local  highway sys tem remained focused  arund Heath Cen te r  and North 
~ e a t h  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  a x i s  a long  J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a g e  Road t o  Charlemont MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Heath



from Vermont. No r a i l r o a d s  c o n s t r u c t e d  th rough  t h e  a r e a .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

L ike  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of towns i n  t h e  coun ty ,  H e a t h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  cont inued 
t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1870 and 1915 t h e  town l o s t  37% of i t s  1870 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  though s l i g h t  g a i n s  were made i n  t h e  1880s and 1910-15. 
By t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  H e a t h ' s  r e s i d e n t  coun t  s tood  a t  383. 

I n  1905, 17 French Canadians  made up t h e  bulk  of H e a t h ' s  immigrant 
p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  -- 

Loca l  c i v i c  f o c u s  main ta ined  a t  Heath C e n t e r  w i t h  farm v i l l a g e  a t  
North Heath. Gradual  d e c l i n e  of economic a c t i v i t y  a t  D e l l  Hollow 
m i l l  s i t e .  

D. Economic Base: 

By 1875, Eieath r e p o r t e d  t h r e e  sawmi l l s  and one g r i s t  m i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  
g i v i n g  t h e  town a  t o t a l  v a l u e  of manufactured p r o d u c t s  o f  $9,630. I n  
1890 t h r e e  sawmi l l s  w e r e  s t i l l  r e p o r t e d  ( C h a f i n ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  and 
h i t c h c o c k ) .  By 1913 t h e  Cold Spr ing  Creamery i n  Nor th  Heath had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by I s a a c  S t e t s o n .  Maple s u g a r ,  c i d e r ,  and v i n e g a r  were 
a l s o  e x t e n s i v e l y  produced.  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

Very few b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  town i n  t h e  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d .  Only two p e r i o d  houses  w e r e  observed i n  t h e  f i e l d .  These 
a r e  a  modest two-s tory  Queen Anne house ,  two bays  wide by f o u r  long ,  
on S t a g e  Road a t  North Heath and a  s m a l l  s i d e h a l l  Queen Anne c o t t a g e  
a t  Heath C e n t e r .  A t  l e a s t  two s c h o o l s  of t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  
have s u r v i v e d .  The Heath C e n t e r  Schoo l ,  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  doub le  e n t r a n c e s ,  i s  t h e  e a r l i e r ,  probably  b u i l t  c a .  1890. 
The o t h e r ,  t h e  Branch School ,  on S t a g e  Road a t  North Heath,  was 
p robab ly  b u i l t  ca.1910 and i n c o r p o r a t e s  banded windows i n  a  one-s to ry  
frame,  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e .  Sawyer H a l l ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  Town H a l l  
and P o s t  O f f i c e ,  i s  a  two-s tory  v e r n a c u l a r  I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e ,  
p o s s i b l y  b u i l t  a s  a  s t o r e  ca.1890. 

EARLY MODERN (1915-1940) 

A. - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of l o c a l  r o a d s  a s  a u t o  highways w i t h  pr imary  r o u t e  from 
Charlemont a s  J a c k s o n v i l l e  S t a g e  Road (now Route 8A) and C o l r a i n  
Road from North Heath t o  Vermont. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

H e a t h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  though g a i n i n g  and l o s i n g  s m a l l  amounts i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t  between 383 and 298. The n e t  
l o s s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  was o n l y  2 4  p e r s o n s .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Heath C e n t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  secondary  set t le-  
ment a t  Nor th  Heath  and D e l l  Hollow. Upland f a rming  c o n t i n u e d  as 
a c t i v e  economy on  h i g h l a n d s  towards  Vermont w i t h  some r e c r e a t i o n a l  
deve lopment  a l o n g  West Branch Brook. 

D .  Economic B a s e :  -- 

No new i n d u s t r y  i d e n t i f i e d .  Farming was t h e  c h i e f  o c c u p a t i o n .  Three  
s a w m i l l s  w e r e  washed o u t  i n  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  o f  1938. 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS - 
Genera l :  H e a t h ' s  s u r v e y  documents most  pre-1830 r e s i d e n c e s  and a l l  
pre-1850 i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  While fo rms  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  completed 
f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and c u r r e n t  p l a n n i n g  i n £  o r m a t i o n ,  t h e y  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  
f  a i  1 t o  i n c l u d e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  i n c l u d i n g  d a t e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
o r i g i n a l  u s e  and  o r i g i n a l  owner. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  of h i s t o r i -  
c a l  d a t a ,  f u t u r e  i n v e n t o r y  work s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  post-1830 r e s i d e n c e s  
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  Survey  b o u n d a r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  expanded 
beyond t h e  a r e a s  of  D e l l ,  Nor th  Heath  and Heath  C e n t e r  t o  i n c l u d e  
houses  a l o n g  o u t l y i n g  r o a d s .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i n  Heath  i s  t h e  remark- 
a b l y  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e  w i t h  many 
f a r m s t e a d s  i n t a c t .  
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