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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 --- COMMUNITY : HAWLEY 

TOPOGRAPHY 

hawley i s  a n  up land  town l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  B e r k s h i r e  H i l l s  of w e s t e r n  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  The l o c a l  u p l a n d s  are some of  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  E l e v a t i o n s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e a c h  
o v e r  1 7 5 0 ' .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  an  unnamed h i l l  ( 2 0 8 0 ' )  i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  of Iiawley immedia t e ly  w e s t  of Hawks Mountain 
( 1 8 8 0 ' ) .  O the r  p rominen t  p e a k s  i n c l u d e  P a r k e r  H i l l  ( 2 0 2 0 ' )  and a 
second unnamed peak  (1995 ' ) s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  Hawley S t a t e  F o r e s t  
n e a r  t h e  Hawley/Plainf  i e l d  l i n e .  Fo rge  H i l l  (1434 ' ) c o n t a i n e d  a  
d e p o s i t  of i r o n  o r e  u t i l i z e d  i n  a  l o c a l  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i r o n  
p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n .  The rugged  t e r r a i n  m o d e r a t e s  i n t o  a series 
of  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Hawley. T h i s  a r e a  encompasses  
t h e  t o w n ' s  b e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  Hawley ' s w e s t e r n  u p l a n d s  a r e  
broken by t h e  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  which e n t e r s  f rom Charlemont  and winds 
t h r o u g h  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  t h e  l e n g t h  of  Hawley f i n a l l y  f l o w i n g  w e s t  
i n t o  Savoy. The C h i c k l e y  i s  f e d  by a  l a r g e  number o f  l o c a l  s t r e a m s  
and b rooks .  S e v e r a l  s m a l l  waterways are p r e s e n t  i n  e a s t e r n  Hawley. 
The l a r g e s t ,  C l e s s o n  Brook , f  lows i n t o  Buckland.  Dra inage  i s  good,  
e x c l u d i n g  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  Hawley, t h e  s i t e  of s e v e r a l  modera te  s i z e d  
marsh lands .  L o c a l  f r e s h w a t e r  b o d i e s  are r e s t r i c t e d  t o  two m i l l  
ponds and a  m i n e r a l  s p r i n g  (Moody S p r i n g )  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Hawley 
S t a t e  F o r e s t  between West Hawley and P a r k e r  H i l l .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 7  i n  1762 w i t h  w e s t e r n  
boundary a t  P l a n t a t i o n  Number 6 ( S a v o y ) .  E a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  g r a n t e d  
a s  p a r t  of  H a t f i e l d  E q u i v a l e n t  l a n d s  (1744)  w i t h  s o u t h e r n  boundary 
a t  Hunts  town (Ashf i e l d )  . N o r t h e r n  boundary d e f i n e d  w i t h  Charlemont  
i n  1774 and e a s t e r n  boundary w i t h  Buckland i n  1779. I n c o r p o r a t e d  
as town of  Hawley i n  1792 w i t h  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  annexed t o  P l a i n -  
f i e l d  i n  1803 d e f i n i n g  s o u t h w e s t  boundary.  

IIISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town w i t h  access t o  Mohawk T r a i l .  Loca ted  
i n  hoosac  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  s i tes  a l o n g  C h i c k l e y  Brook 
and q u a r r i e s  c o n j e c t u r e d  i n  Hawley S t a t e  F o r e s t .  S e t t l e d  from 
D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  and A s h f i e l d  b e f o r e  R e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  
meet inghouse  s i t e  marked a t  Hawley and F o r g e t  Road from l a t e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  . Limi ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a l o n g  Hawley Road upland  
w i t h  some e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e  f a r m s t e a d s  i n t a c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  
n o t a b l e  example on B e l l  Road t o  Buckland.  S i m i l a r  e x p a n s i o n  a l o n g  
C h i c k l e y  Brook from Charlemont  w i t h  b r i c k  F e d e r a l  f a r m s t e a d  on 
Pudding H i l l  Road and on West H i l l  Road t o  Savoy. L o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  
deve lopment  of Chickley Brook m i l l  s i tes  w i t h  i r o n  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  
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I V .  

Fo rge  v i l l a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  Greek  R e v i v a l  c h u r c h  and  
r e l a t e d  c o t t a g e s  a t  F o r g e  H i l l  b r i d g e ,  and p e r i o d  s t o n e  dam a t  
F i a l l o c k v i l l e  Pond. C i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l o c a t e d  t o  Sou th  Hawley by 
mid-19th c e n t u r y  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  town h a l l  and a d j a c e n t  ceme te ry .  
G r a d u a l  e x p a n s i o n  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  e a r l y  20 th  
c e n t u r y  from Mohawk T r a i l  w i t h  r u s t i c  bungalows n e a r  Charlemont  
l i n e  t o  Pudding ~ o l l o w  and p e r i o d  summer camp a t  H a l l o c k v i l l e  Pond. 
P r e s e n t  g r o w t h  e v i d e n t  a s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  on  s c e n i c  v i s t a s  
and around Hawley S t a t e  F o r e s t ,  a l t h o u g h  much of  t h e  a r e a  r e m a i n s  
a s  i s o l a t e d  moun ta in  economy. 

CONTACT PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  : 

I n t e r m e d i a t e  h i g h l a n d  c o r r i d o r  f rom D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  t o  B e r k s h i r e  
u p l a n d s .  P r o b a b l e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  f o l l o w e d  C h i c k l e y  
R i v e r  a l o n g  West Hawley Road (Rou te  8 A )  t o  K ings  Corne r  and 
P l a i n f  i e l d  Ponds o v e r  highway,  and a l o n g  E a s t  Hawley Road 
t o  C r a n b e r r y  Swamp w i t h  s o u t h w e s t  b r a n c h  t o  P l a i n f i e l d  Ponds 
p o s s i b l y  a s  H a l l o c k v i l l e  and S o u t h  Road and s o u t h  t o  A s h f i e l d .  
Connec t ing  t r a i l  a l s o  l i k e l y  f rom S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  a l o n g  C l e s s o n  
Brook a s  Buckland Road and W e s t  H i l l  Road t o  Savoy.  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  : 

There  a r e  n o  r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i tes .  The a r e a ' s  modera t e  
t o  rugged  u p l a n d  t e r r a i n  and a b s e n c e  of  a  l a r g e  w a t e r  s o u r c e  
s u g g e s t s  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Hawley was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s m a l l  h u n t i n g  
and f i s h i n g  encampments. These  s i tes  m o s t  l i k e l y  s i t u a t e d  a d j a c e n t  
t o  a r e a  s t r e a m s  o r  b r o o k s  s u c h  a s  t h e  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  o r  t h e  modera t e  
u p l a n d s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Mawley. 

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  --- 

Some n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have  been  u n d e r t a k e n  l o c a l l y ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  i n  t h e  uppe r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  i n t e r v a l e  and t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  ment ioned  u p l a n d s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Hawley. However, t h e s e  
two l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  f i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  s i t es  
by t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l  h u n t i n g  p r o b a b l y  took  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  t o w n ' s  u p l a n d s .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  : 

Hawley ' s  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  was o n l y  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  a  s m a l l  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h i s  a r e a  was mos t  l i k e l y  u t i l i z e d  a s  a  s econ-  
d a r y  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  s i t e  by t h e  Pocumtucks c e n t e r e d  i n  p r e s e n t  
D e e r f i e l d .  N a t i v e  f i s h i n g  and  h u n t i n g  was more a p t  t o  f o c u s  on t h e  
more p r o d u c t i v e  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r  v a l l e y  i n  C h a r l e m o n t ,  Buckland and 
S h e l b u r n e .  S c a t t e r e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  p e r i o d  s i t e s  may 
be  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  i n t e r v a l e .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Hawley



V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  remained  a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  t o  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  from 
B e r k s h i r e  u p l a n d s .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Hawley p r o b a b l y  w a s  o c c u p i e d  by s m a l l  n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  
bands  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  and  w i n t e r  months .  

T h i s  a r e a  d i d  n o t  have a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  c .1770.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p r o b a b l y  w e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  
f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d .  However, Hawley may have w i t n e s s e d  
i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  u s e  w i t h  t h e  o n s e t  o f  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  v a l l e y  
towns such  a 9  D e e r f i e l d  and  Wha te ly ,  i n  t h e  second  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  . 
D .  Economic Base:  

The n a t i v e s  p r o b a b l y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t a n c e  
p a t t e r n s .  However, t h e  deve lopmen t  of  t h e  Anglo- Indian  f u r  t r a d e  
i n  t h e  Middle  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  i n  t h e  1 6 3 0 s  l i k e l y  encouraged  
i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  emphas i s  on t r a p p i n g  of  f u r - b e a r i n g  a n i m a l s .  

E .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  --- 

Hawley remained e s s e n t i a l l y  a n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and  f i s h i n g  a r e a .  
S e r i o u s  c o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ' s  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  
d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  t o  mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  when l a n d  
i n  t h e  more a t t r a c t i v e  Middle  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  had become 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

Improvement of  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  f rom D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  
highways a l o n g  W e s t  and  E a s t  Hawley Road and c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e s  
a l o n g  S o u t h ,  H a l l o c k v i l l e  and Buckland  Road. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

The re  w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  a  l o c a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of  Hawley i n  1771,  t h e  
community c o n s i s t e d  o f  f o u r  f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  f i g u r e  had grown t o  
seven  f a m i l i e s  and 2 2  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1772. A s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  
t e n f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  Hawley ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  between 1772 and 
1776.  By t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e ,  t h e  town had 2 4 4  r e s i d e n t s  ( A t k i n s  1881: 37)  . 
These se t t l e r s  came f rom a  number o f  towns i n l c u d i n g  S u n d e r l a n d ,  
B r i m f i e l d  and Bozrah ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

V I I .  

The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  l acked  a  we l l -de f ined  n u c l e u s .  The f i r s t  
homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  c .  1771 by f o u r  f a m i l i e s .  Between t h i s  
d a t e  and 1775, s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Hawley, i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of Pudding Hollow Road and Kings Corner .  S e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  
from Bozrah, C o n n e c t i c u t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  hamlet  of Bozrah nea r  t h e  
Charlemont/Hawley b o r d e r .  The s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  e r e c t  i t s  f i r s t  
meetinghouse u n t i l  c. 1794. U n t i l  t h e n ,  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  probably  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  Congrega t iona l  Church l o c a t e d  i n  Charlemont.  

D. Economic Base: 

Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  focused p r i m a r i l y  on a g r i c u l t u r e .  Good c rop land  
was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Hawley. A c o n s i d e r a b l e  
amount of lumbering p robab ly  took p l a c e  i n  l o c a l  woodlands. None 
of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  made r e f e r e n c e  t o  p e r i o d  i n d u s t r i a l  
o p e r a t i o n s .  Gra in  and t imber  was p robab ly  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  Charlemont 
m i l l s  where it was p rocessed .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

The s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  and d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  of Hawley was t y p i c a l  
of most  communities s i t u a t e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  The rugged t e r r a i n  and l i m i t e d  
r e s o u r c e  b a s e  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  made it d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  economi- 
c a l l y  v i a b l e  and h e a v i l y  p o p u l a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t s .  Commercial c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  se t t l ement /commerc ia l  c e n t e r  of D e e r f i e l d  was f a c i l i t a t e d  
by Hawley's p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  Mohawk T r a i l ,  a  major  e a s t - w e s t  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  passed  th rough  Charlemont.  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  shou ld  s u r v i v e  th roughou t  Hawley 
because  of t h e  t o w n ' s  c o n t i n u e d  r u r a l  makeup. 

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Loca t ion  of Hawley meetinghouse (1793) e s t a b l i s h e d  r a d i a l  highway 
sys tem from town c e n t e r  i n c l u d i n g  F o r g e t ,  H a l l o c k v i l l e  and Pudding 
Hollow Roads. Connect ing  highways over  h i g h l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  E a s t  
and B e l l  Road t o  Buckland, Forge  H i l l  t o  West Hawley, Middle Road 
t o  P l a i n f i e l d  and A s h f i e l d  Road. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Hawley's  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 120.9% between 1776 and 1790 -- t h e  
f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  growth r a t e  ( a f t e r  C o l r a i n ,  Conway, and A s h f i e l d )  
of any town i n  t h e  county  f o r  t h o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s .  Between 1790 
and 1820, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by a n o t h e r  102%,  peaking i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
y e a r  a t  1 ,089 p e r s o n s .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  town began a  g r a d u a l  
d e c l i n e  which l a s t e d  125 y e a r s .  The town ' s  o v e r a l l  r a t e  of growth 
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1790-1830 was 92 .3%,  t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  of any town 
i n  t h e  county .  
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C .  S c t t l e m c n t  P a t t e r n :  

V I I I  

Meet inghouse  e s t a b l i s h e d  c i v i c  f o c u s  a t  Hawley S q u a r e  ( 1793)  w i  t i 1  

up l and  a g r i c u l t u r e  a l o n g  F o r g e t  and  Hawley Road t o  A s h f i e l d .  Local 
economic f o c u s  d e v e l o p e d  o n  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  a t  F o r g e  v i l l a g e  around 
i r o n  m a n u f a c t u r e  w i t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  on F o r g e  H i l l  Road ( 1 8 2 5 ) .  
Secondary  s e t t l e m e n t  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  a t  Pudding Hollow, 
West Hawley and  Kings  C o r n e r  t o  H a l l o c k v i l l e  , w i t h  p a r a l l e l  deve lop-  
ment  a l o n g  Hawley Road a t  Bozrah  and S o u t h  Hawley t o  A s h f i e l d .  

D. Economic Base :  

P r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  numerous s m a l l  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 1830 .  About 1800 i r o n  o r e  f rom F o r g e  H i l l  
began t o  be p r o c e s s e d  i n  a f u r n a c e  ( o r  f o r g e ? )  on t h e  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r .  
Of t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  word, though E l i a s  
Goodspeed w a s  o n e  of  t h e  o p e r a t o r s .  The f u r n a c e  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  up  t o  1825 when t h e  b u i l d i n g s  b u r n e d .  The d i f f i c u l t y  of  
g e t t i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t  t o  m a r k e t  was g i v e n  as t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  i t s  
abandonment.  

Woodworking s h o p s  p r o l i f e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p r o d u c i n g ,  by 1832,  
s h i n g l e s ,  b o a r d s ,  c a b i n e t w a r e ,  and broom h a n d l e s  f o r  Hadley  and 
H a t f i e l d .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l l y  t h e  s o i l  made good g r a z i n g  l a n d  w i t h  some l a r g e  h e r d s  
o f  c a t t l e  and f l o c k s  of s h e e p  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  1840s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  a d o z e n  F e d e r a l  h o u s e s  have  s u r v i v e d  i n  
Hawley. These  i n c l u d e  e q u a l  numbers of h o u s e s  and  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  
b o t h  c e n t e r  chimney and  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s .  Most o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
h o u s e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  areas a t  which  l a t e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  
c l u s t e r e d ;  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f ew F e d e r a l  h o u s e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  i n  i s o l a -  
t e d ,  d i s c r e t e  s e t t i n g s .  Among t h e  f i n e s t  h o u s e s  o b s e r v e d  w e r e  a n  
end chimney, f i v e  bay h o u s e  a t  t h e  F o r g e  H i l l  v i l l a g e ,  a c e n t e r  
chimney c o t t a g e  on E a s t  Hawley Road and an end-chimney brick five-bay house 
on madding Hollow Road. Other period cottages =re &served a t  West Hawley, Hawley, 
and on Forget Road. 
I n s t l t u t l o n a l :  While  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h  was o r q a n i z e d .  it w a s  n o t  
u n t i l  1794 t h a t  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d .    hat s t r u c t u r e ,  
which had d i m e n s i o n s  o f  4 0 '  x 5 0 ' ,  was b u i l t  by  J o s e p h  a n d  
Edward Longley,  Thomas King ,  Nathan W e s t  and  Hezekiah W a r r i n e r .  
I n  1824,  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was r e p l a c e d .  O t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  West Hawley 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1825 ,  w i t h  a  mee t inghouse  b u i l t  i n  t h e  same 
y e a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s even  s c h o o l s ,  i n  1793 .  No 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  

Commercial:- A t  l e a s t  o n e  t a v e r n  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
T h a t  b u i l d i n g  s t o o d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  F o r g e t  and E a s t  Hawley Roads. 

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

P r i m a r y  highways m a i n t a i n e d  a l o n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  f rom Char lemont  
t o  P l a i n f i e l d  w i t h  improvement  of c o n n e c t i n g  r o a d s  t o  S o u t h  Hawley 
C e n t e r  w i t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  r e l o c a t i o n  ( 1847)  . No r a i l r o a d s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
t h r o u g h  a r e a .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

A s  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of towns i n  tile c o u n t y ,  Hawley ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  C O I L -  

t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1830 and 1870 t h e  town l o s t  o v e r  a  t h i r d  
of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l o s s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  1850s .  
I n  1855 Hawley had o n l y  f o u r  immigran t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  two from England)  . 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e l o c a t e d  s o u t h  from Hawley S q u a r e  t o  Hawley C e n t e r  
(1847)  w i t h  c o n t i n u e d  u p l a n d  f a r m i n g  a l o n g  Hawley and F o r g e t  Road 
t o  A s h f i e l d .  L o c a l  m i l l  s i t es  remained  a c t i v e  a l o n g  C h i c k l e y  R i v e r  
a t  Forge  V i l l a g e ,  West Iiawley and Kings  Corne r  w i t h  lumber ing  on 
w e s t e r n  h i l l  s l o p e s .  

D .  Economic Base:  

Town remained  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  though w i t h  a  l i m i t e d  
e x p a n s i o n  i n  s m a l l  woodworking s h o p s  p r o d u c i n g  broom h a n d l e s  and 
l a t h e r ,  c h e e s e ,  and b u t t e r  boxes .  By 1865 t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  was 
i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  broom h a n d l e s :  t h a t  y e a r  t h r e e  one-man shops  
r e p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of  $2100. Four  s a w m i l l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  y e a r  employed a n o t h e r  f i v e  men. Hawley r e p o r t e d  a  t o t a l  Merino 
wool c l i p  of 8,148 l b s .  i n  1837 -- f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  t h a t  
y e a r ,  though t h e  f i g u r e  d e c l i n e d  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Most of t h e  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  town a p p e a r  t o  d a t e  from 
t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  These  c o m p r i s e  some two dozen  houses  
and c o t t a g e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  h a l l  and s i d e h a l l  p l a n  examples  p redomina t ing .  
Most houses  e x h i b i t  Greek R e v i v a l  s t y l i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  a  few h o u s e s  w i t h  
I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d .  Few c l u s t e r s  o f  houses  deve loped  
a l t h o u g h  a r e a s  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  s o l i d l y  s e t t l e d  l i n e a r  deve lopment  were 
common, e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  E a s t  and  W e s t  Hawley Roads and a t  Pudding 
kiollow. C e n t e r  h a l l  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  d o u b l e  o r  e n d  i n t e r i o r  chimneys 
a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  most  common house  f o r n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  Both f i v e  
bay wide and  f o u r  bay w i d e ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  examples  a r e  known. 
A l s o  common was t h e  u s e  of  a  p l a n  w i t h  f o u r  bay by t h r e e  bay dimen- 
s i o n s  and g a b l e  f r o n t  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Such c o t t a g e s ,  
which g e n e r a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  end g a b l e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  
o f  Cape Cod c o t t a g e s ,  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  some numbers t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  
Heath i n  P l a i n f  i e l d  and Wor th ing ton .  Examples  o f  t h e  form w e r e  
o b s e r v e d  i n  Heath  on Midd le ,  Pudding Hollow and Hawley Roads. 
S i d e h a l l  p l a n  Greek R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  and h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  Kings  
C o r n e r ,  West Hawley and  t h e  Forge  H i l l  V i l l a g e .  A l s o  b u i l t  i n  
t h o s e  a r e a s  w e r e  a  few L-plan I t a l i a n a t e  h o u s e s  o f  c a .  1855.  Of 
n o t e  are Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  d o u b l e  chimney houses  on 
W e s t  Hawley and  Middle  Roads and a n  I t a l i a n a t e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  house  
a t  Hawley C e n t e r  w i t h  a n  e l a b o r a t e  r o u n d a r c h  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most of t h e  t o w n ' s  e x t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
d a t e  f rom t h e  p e r i o d .  Foremost  among t h e s e  are t h e  West Hawley 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  t h e  Hawley C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church 
(1847)  and t h e  Pudding Hollow s c h o o l h o u s e  ( c a . 1 8 4 0 ) .  A l l  a r e  Greek 
R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  The West Hawley c h u r c h ,  a one-and-a-half  s t o r y ,  
d o u b l e  e n t r a n c e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  pl  l a s t e r s  and a s q u a r e  s t e e p l e ,  
forms  t h e  f o c u s  of a  v e r y  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  on West 
Hawley Road a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  Forge  H i l l .  The one-and-a-half  s t o r y  
Hawley C e n t e r  c h u r c h ,  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  and s q u a r e  b e l f r y ,  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Hawley



IX. 

s t a n d s  on a  new meetinghouse s i t e ,  approximate ly  a  h a l f  m i l e  s o u t h  
of t h e  two p r e v i o u s  meet inghouses .  The s t e e p l e ,  which o r i g i n a l l y  
topped t h e  b e l f r y ,  blew down i n  1917. Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h e  one- 
s t o r y ,  two by f o u r  bay s i d e  e n t e r e d  Pudding EIollow School  ( ca .1840) .  
The s c h o o l ,  which s t a n d s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Middle and Pudding 
Hollow Roads, i s  remarkable  f o r  i t s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t a c t  s t a t e  of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n .  While t h e  E a s t  Hawley Road schoo l  p robab ly  s u r v i v e s ,  
i t  was n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d ;  no o t h e r  s c h o o l s  
of any p e r i o d  a r e  known e x t a n t  i n  t h e  town. 

Commercial: Two t a v e r n s ,  t h e  Joy Tavern a t  South  Hawley (1830- 
1843) and t h e  E z r a  Wil l iams Tavern ( c a .  1850) , a r e  t h e  on ly  commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e s  r ecorded  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  These may s u r v i v e  b u t  w e r e  n o t  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD - (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

E a s t  Hawley and West Hawley Road (Route 8A) main ta ined  a s  l o c a l  
r e g i o n a l  highways w i t h  abandonment o f  e a s t - w e s t  r o a d s  o v e r  h igh-  
l ands  (Hawley S t a t e  F o r e s t )  . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Like  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of towns i n  t h e  coun ty ,  Hawley's p o p u l a t i o n  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1870 and 1915 t h e  town l o s t  a n o t h e r  
t h i r d  of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  though s l i g h t  g a i n s  w e r e  made i n  1880 
and 1905. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r  t h e  town r e p o r t e d  92 immigrants  of 
v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  (an u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  20.5%) , w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  
group (55%)  b e i n g  French Canadians.  

C.  - S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Local  c i v i c  f o c u s  main ta ined  a t  Hawley Cen te r  w i t h  su r round ing  upland 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a long Hawley Road t o  A s h f i e l d .  Gradual  d e c l i n e  of 
economic a c t i v i t y  a long  Chick ley  River  a t  Forge v i l l a g e ,  W e s t  Hawley 
and Kings Corner .  

D. Economic Base: - 

By 1875 t h e r e  w e r e  8  saw o r  woodworking m i l l s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  p roduc t  
v a l u e  of $4570 -- n e a r l y  70% of t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of manufactured 
goods i n  Hawley t h a t  y e a r .  A f t e r  Sunder land ,  Monroe, and Leyden, 
Eawley had t h e  f o u r t h  s m a l l e s t  manufactured p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of any 
town i n  t h e  county .  By 1890 t h e  number of woodworking m i l l s  had 
d e c l i n e d  even f u r t h e r ,  w i t h  on ly  t h r e e  sawmil ls  r e p o r t e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Very l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of any k i n d  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  Most 
of t h e  houses  observed ( l e s s  t h a n  a  dozen examples)  w e r e  v e r y  s imple  
v e r n a c u l a r  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  and L  p l a n  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o u r  
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o r  f i v e  bay l o n g ,  r e c t i l i n e a r  p l a n s .  Examples o f  t h e s e  t y p e s  w e r e  
observed on E a s t  and W e s t  Hawley Roads. Af ter  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  some s h i n g l e d  r u s t i c  summer c o t t a g e s  w i t h  g a b l e  and h i p  
r o o f s  w e r e  b u i l t  on Hawley Road. E i g h t  s c h o o l s  s t o o d  i n  t h e  town 
i n  1877. 

X .  EARLY - MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of l o c a l  r o a d s  a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  highways w i t h  West 
Hawley Road a s  pr imary  r o u t e  from Charlemont (now Route 8A) . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Hawley's p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  1945, r e a c h i n g  i t s  
n a d i r  of 203 i n  t h a t  y e a r .  The n e t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1915-40 
amounted t o  n e a r l y  4 0 %  of t h e  1915 coun t .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Hawley Cen te r  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  development of 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  from Charlemont a l o n g  West Hawley Road t o  
Pudding Hollow and around H a l l o c k v i l l e  Pond (I( of C Camp) . 
D. Economic - Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d ,  though woodworking i n d u s t r y  con t inued  
by F. Deane C a r t e r  i n  W e s t  Hawley. I n  1927 he began producing 
s m a l l  wooden ' b u t t o n s '  o r  ' p l u g s '  used r a i l r o a d  s i g n a l  f u s e s ,  t u r n i n g  
o u t  abou t  24,000 g r o s s  of t h e  inch- long wooden p i e c e s  a n n u a l l y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 

The on ly  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  observed w e r e  a  group of one-s tory  
s h i n g l e d  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  and long  r e c t a n g u l a r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  
P o s s i b l y  b u i l t  a s  a  f a i r  o r  campground, t h e y  appear  t o  d a t e  c a .  1940. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 
Genera l :  Hawley has  no i n v e n t o r y  t o  d a t e .  F u t u r e  i n v e n t o r y  shou ld  
i n c l u d e  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  town ' s  two pr imary  v i l l a g e s ,  Hawley and 
West Hawley, a s  w e l l  a s  a long  major  roads :  W e s t  Hawley, E a s t  Hawley, 
Pl iddle,  Pudding Hollow and F o r g e t .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  w e l l -  
p r e s e r v e d  q u a l i t y  o f  hous ing and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l andscape  a long  Pudding 
Hollow Road and t h e  i n t a c t  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  meetinghouse 
v i l l a g e  a t  Forge  H i l l .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

A t k i n s ,  W i l l i a m  G i l e s ,  H i s t o r y  of t h e  Town of Hawley, F r a n k l i n  County, 
Massachuse t t s  from i t s  F i r s t  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  1771 t o  1887 ( W e s t  
Cummington, 1887) . 
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Johnson,  L o u i s e  H a l l ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Town of Hawley, F r a n k l i n  County,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1771-1951, w i t h  G e n e a l o g i e s  ( M y s t i c ,  CT,  1953) . 

Robinson ,  O l i v e  C r i t t e n d e n  , "A F o r g o t t o n  Clockmaker:  Simeon C r i t t e n -  
d e n ,  J r . , "  A n t i q u e s  46 ( 1 9 4 4 ) ,  82-83. (Not  examined.)  
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