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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COM,WNITY: G r e e n f i e l d  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

G r e e n f i e l d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  nor the rnmos t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Connec t i cu t  
R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  The c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town can be  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  lowlands ,  e x c l u d i n g  two i s o l a t e d  kames 
l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of G r e e n f i e l d .  These lowlands  a r e  
f l a n k e d  by two v o l c a n i c  t r a p  r i d g e s  s i t u a t e d  on G r e e n f i e l d ' s  wes te rn  
and e a s t e r n  b o r d e r s  and e x t e n d i n g  on a  nor th - sou th  a x i s .  These 
uplands  g e n e r a l l y  r a n g e  between 300 f e e t  and 800 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n ,  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h e i g h t s  o c c u r i n g  i n  w e s t e r n  G r e e n f i e l d .  Prominent 
p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  G r e e n f i e l d  Mountain (874 f e e t ) ,  t h e  town ' s  h i g h e s t  
p o i n t  and s i t u a t e d  on t h e  She lburne /Greenf ie ld  boundary,  Sachem 
Head (452 f e e t )  which o v e r l o o k s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  and 
p i c t u r e s q u e  P o e t s  S e a t  (494 f e e t )  immedia te ly  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
of G r e e n f i e l d .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  River  d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  town ' s  e a s t e r n  
and s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r s .  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  and 
c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g  s i t e ,  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  d i r e c t l y  oppo- 
s i t e  Canada H i l l .  L o c a l l y ,  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  i s  f e d  by one of 
i t s  pr imary  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  t h e  Green River .  The Green f lows  i n t o  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  w e s t  o f  Cheapside.  The former r i v e r ,  i n  t u r n ,  i s  
f e d  by s e v e r a l  brooks  t h a t  d r a i n  t h e  l o c a l  up lands .  The o n l y  f r e s h -  
wa te r  b o d i e s  a r e  s e v e r a l  m i l l  ponds. Local  s o i l s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
f e r t i l e  a l l u v i a l  d e p o s i t s  of G r e e n f i e l d ' s  i n t e r v a l e s  and t h e  " l i g h t  
and g r a v e l l y "  s o i l s  of n o r t h e r n  G r e e n f i e l d .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  of D e e r f i e l d  8000 a c r e  g r a n t  i n  1673 
w i t h  e a s t e r n  boundary a l o n g  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  (Montague).  Es tab-  
l i s h e d  a s  G r e e n f i e l d  d i s t r i c t  i n  1753 w i t h  s o u t h e r n  boundary a t  
D e e r f i e l d  l i n e  e x c l u d i n g  Cheapside d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  River .  
Nor thern  boundary d e f i n e d  w i t h  Bernards ton  i n  1762 f o l l o w i n g  
o r i g i n a l  D e e r f i e l d  g r a n t  and w e s t e r n  boundary i n  1768 w i t h  Shelburne .  
I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town of G r e e n f i e l d  i n  1775 w i t h  e a s t e r n  d i s t r i c t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town of G i l l  i n  1793 f o l l o w i n g  F a l l  R ive r  boundary. 
Cheaps ide  d i s t r i c t  f i n a l l y  annexed t o  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  1896 w i t h  
boundary a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  River .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Impor tan t  commercial c e n t e r  a t  r e g i o n a l  j u n c t i o n  between Northampton 
and Vermont, t h e  B e r k s h i r e s  and Boston.  Located a t  t h e  edge of t h e  
Hoosac h i g h l a n d s  d e f i n e d  by Rocky Mountain a l o n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
River  w i t h  major  n a t i v e  s i tes  r e p o r t e d  a t  F o r t  H i l l  on t h e  D e e r f i e l d  
R i v e r ,  Smeads I s l a n d  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and s u s p e c t e d  p o t e n t i a l  i n  
G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows. S e t t l e d  from D e e r f i e l d  a f t e r  King ph i l ip ' s  War 
w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  Green River  v a l l e y  d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  some wel l -p rese rved  mid-18th c e n t u r y  houses a long  
C o l r a i n  Road and o r i g i n a l  meet ing  house s i t e  on S i l v e r  S t r e e t .  
Developed a s  i m p o r t a n t  commercial c e n t e r  a f t e r  Revo lu t ion  w i t h  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  p o r t  a t  Cheapside and f o c u s  of c i v i c  a c t i v i t y  
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around C o u r t  Square  on Main S t r e e t  a x i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e s t o r e d  F e d e r a l  
b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  and n o t a b l e  Asher Benjamin house.  Opening of 
r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  d u r i n g  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  con- 
t i n u e d  commercial expans ion  a long  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  b r i c k  b u s i -  
n e s s  b l o c k s  of mid-19th c e n t u r y  d a t e  and fo rmat ion  of  e l i t e  r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  High and E a s t  Main w i t h  p e r i o d  Greek Rev iva l  and 
I t a l i a n a t e h o u s e s  a t  b a s e  of Rocky Mountain. I n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  
l o c a t e d  a long  Green River  w i t h  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f a c t o r y  complexes 
s u r v i v i n g  a t  Rugg P l a c e  and D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  boarding 
houses  c r e a t i n g  f r i n g e  d i s t r i c t  from Green River  Cemetery t o  
o r i g i n a l  F a i r g r o u n d s  i n c l u d i n g  r e c r e a t e d  Shaker round b a r n  and 
monumental r a i l r o a d  t r u s s  b r i d g e s .  

Continued expansion of a f f l u e n t  neighborhood from E a s t  Main i n t o  
Highland Park d u r i n g  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  suburban d i s t r i c t  
of Queen Anne and H i s t o r i c  Rev iva l  e s t a t e s  t o  P o e t s  S e a t  s t o n e  
tower.  T r o l l e y  sys tem developed commercial c o r r i d o r  n o r t h  on 
F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  from C o u r t  Square  c i v i c  c e n t e r  w i t h  N e o c l a s s i c a l  
banks and Romanesque s c h o o l s  t o  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  p e r i p h e r y .  Modest 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  expanded a l o n g  Conway S t r e e t  n o r t h w e s t  from 
Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  s i n g l e  and two-family housing a l i g n e d  a long  
i n d u s t r i a l  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  t o  Cleveland S t r e e t  suburbs .  Green- 
f i e l d  Meadows main ta ined  a s  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  tobacco 
and d a i r y  farms th rough  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  g r a d u a l l y  t ransformed 
i n t o  suburban v i l l a g e  a long  C o l r a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  H i s t o r i c  Revival  
houses ,  i n c l u d i n g  r a r e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t y l e  example. S i m i l a r  a x i s  
of a f f l u e n c e  extended n o r t h  on Bernards ton  Road w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and Craftsman bungalows. C e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t  expanded on W e s t  Main S t r e e t  t o  Mohawk T r a i l  w i t h  remarkable  
bas  r e l i e f  on E a r l y  Modern a u t o  showroom a t  F o r t  Square ,  i n t a c t  movie 
t h e a t r e  on E a s t  Main, and e a r l y  a u t o  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  on D e e r f i e l d  
S t r e e t  s o u t h  t o  Cheapside.  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  a x i s  remained a s  pr imary  
suburban c o r r i d o r  w i t h  p e r i o d  commercial b locks  a t  S i l v e r  S t r e e t .  

P r e s e n t  development most e v i d e n t  a long  I n t e r s t a t e  91  bel tway w i t h  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  suburban expans ion  i n t o  G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows from corn- 
muni t y  c o l l e g e  n e a r l y  overwhelming remaining farmland.  Main S t r e e t  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  r e t a i n s  some p e r i o d  i n t e g r i t y  e s p e c i a l l y  around 
Cour t  Square  w i t h  a f f l u e n t  d i s t r i c t  i n t a c t  around Highland P a r k ,  
and housing decay e v i d e n t  a l o n g  o r i g i n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  from 
Clay H i l l  d e p o t .  

V I  . CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Impor tan t  r e g i o n a l  j u n c t i o n  of C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  r o u t e s  t o  Pocumtuck 
( D e e r f i e l d )  R ive r .  Pr imary  nor th - sou th  t r a i l  r e p o r t e d  from Pocumtuck 
c r o s s i n g  a t  P ine -For t  H i l l  t o  s u s p e c t e d  Pocommegan ( G r e e n f i e l d )  
fordway a t  M i l l  S t r e e t  (Thompson, 1904, I ,  p . 5 0 5 ) .  Main t r a i l  
a p p a r e n t l y  branched n o r t h  from Pocommegan fordway a t  C o u r t  Square  
(Clay H i l l )  n o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  b a s e  of Rocky Mountain f o l l o w i n g  Mohawk 
T r a i l  a s  G i l l  Road around White Ash Swamp and over  F a l l  R ive r  fordway 
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a t  F a c t o r y  Hollow ( I b i d ,  p . 5 5 7 ) .  A l t e r n a t e  loop  around Sachem 
Head a t  Cheapside t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  i s  r e p o r t e d  
from Highland Avenue up e a s t  f a c e  of  Rocky Mountain t o  P o e t s  S e a t  
connec t ing  w i t h  Mohawk T r a i l  ( I b i d . )  . S e v e r a l  r o u t e s  from M i l l  
S t r e e t  fordway n o r t h  t o  up lands  appear  l i k e l y  a s  Leyden and C o l r a i n  
Road a l o n g  Pocornmegan v a l l e y  w i t h  Bernards ton  Road a  p o s s i b l e  
branch n o r t h  from Mohawk T r a i l  a t  White Ash Swamp. A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  
around Pocumtuck (Deerf i e l d - P i n e  H i l l )  c r o s s i n g  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  from 
Pocommegan fordway a t  Smead Brook and s o u t h  a s  Woodward-Munson- 
White B i r c h  Road t o  W e s t  D e e r f i e l d .  P r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n  of t r a i l  
r o u t e s  from M i l l  S t r e e t  fordway a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  a t  Cour t  
Square remains  u n c l e a r .  

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t es .  A l a r g e  s i t e  w i t h  a  
Woodland p e r i o d  component was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Canada 
H i l l  and over look ing  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r .  A second Woodland 
occupa t ion  was no ted  on b l u f f s  over look ing  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and wes t  
of Cheapside.  Two undated  s i tes  w e r e  l o c a t e d  immediately w e s t  of 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  n o r t h e a s t  of Canada H i l l  and n o r t h  of Cheapside.  
The p r e s e n c e  of t h e s e  s i tes  and G r e e n f i e l d ' s ,  e x t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
and r i v e r i n e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  s u g g e s t s  t h e r e  was e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  
p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The l a r g e s t  encampments were probably  
e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  f e r t i l e  i n t e r v a l e s  of c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  
G r e e n f i e l d .  Large s e a s o n a l  s i tes  w e r e  l i k e l y  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  
and Cheapside and t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  w e s t  of Cheapside.  
Smal le r  s i t e s  w e r e  p robab ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Smead and Rawson I s l a n d s .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

The C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n t e r v a l e s  ( e . g .  
G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows) p rov ided  n a t i v e  occupan t s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  h i g h  
q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  Na t ive  f i s h i n g  most l i k e l y  focused on 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Turners  F a l l s ,  a  
r e g i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  a r e a  ( o p p o s i t e  Canada H i l l ) .  
Add i t ion t i l  f i s h i n g  p robab ly  occur red  on C o n n e c t i c u t  t r i b u t a r i e s  
such a s  Green River .  Wild game would have abounded i n  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  
l e v e l  lowlands  and up lands .  

D .  Obse rva t ions  : 

G r e e n f i e l d  was p r o b a b l y  p a r t  of a  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  r e g i o n a l  c o r e  t h a t  
encompassed p r e s e n t  G i l l ,  Montague, Deerf i e l d  and Sunder land.  The 
l a r g e  a r e a s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and wa te r  s o u r c e s  l i k e l y  suppor ted  
a  s i z e a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  most of t h e  y e a r .  The g r e a t e s t  poten-  
t i a l  f o r  e x t a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  remains  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
G r e e n f i e l d  shou ld  be  i n  t h e  town ' s  i n t e r i o r  lowlands where develop-  
ment i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t e d .  V e s t i g e s  of p e r i o d  s i tes  may s u r v i v e  
i n  t h e  more h e a v i l y  developed c e n t e r  of G r e e n f i e l d  and a long  t h e  
Connec t i cu t  R ive r .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  banks and i s l a n d s  should  
b e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  moni tored  f o r  e r o d i n g  p e r i o d  s i tes .  
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V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  improved a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  w i t h  Pocumtuck ( D e e r f i e l d  
River )  c r o s s i n g  main ta ined  a t  P i n e  H i l l - F o r t  H i l l  and n o r t h  t o  
Rocky Mountain a l o n g  Mohawk T r a i l  a x i s  t o  F a l l  R ive r  fordway. 

B . P o p u l a t i o n :  

The G r e e n f i e l d  a r e a  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be occupied  by a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, t h e  epidemics  
t h a t  s t r u c k  lower v a l l e y  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1610s and 
mid 1630s may have r e s u l t e d  i n  s i z e a b l e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  l o s s e s .  

The a r e a  l acked  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1680s. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The a r e a ' s  d i v e r s e  r e s o u r c e  base  and absence  of a  c o l o n i a l  set t le-  
ment s u g g e s t s  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same 
a s  t h o s e  o u t l i n e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Na t ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  w e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of t h e  
p reced ing  p e r i o d .  However, l o c a l  n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t r a d e  w i t h  c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  of ne ighbor ing  D e e r f i e l d  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  f u r  t r a d e  network e s t a b l i s h e d  by Wil l iam Pynchon of 
S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1630s.  

C o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  of  D e e r f i e l d  p robab ly  u t i l i z e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
meadows ( e . g .  G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows) f o r  g r a z i n g  and p o s s i b l e  some c r o p  
p r o d u c t i o n .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

G r e e n f i e l d  f e l l  w i t h i n  a  r e g i o n a l  c o r e  t h a t  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  
which e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h i s  c o r e  f e l l  
under  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Pocumtucks who w e r e  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  
p r e s e n t  D e e r f i e l d .  G r e e n f i e l d  was p robab ly  t h e  s i t e  of a  s e m i -  
permanent h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e  because  of t h e  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  c a p a b l e  of s u p p o r t i n g  such a  
s e t t l e m e n t .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
same a s  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  "Observat ion"  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p reced ing  
p e r i o d .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

S e t t l e m e n t  of Cheapside d i s t r i c t  (1686) from D e e r f i e l d  prompted 
improvement of l o c a l  t r a i l  system, a p p a r e n t l y  i n c l u d i n g  D e e r f i e l d -  
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Washington S t r e e t  from M i l l  S t r e e t  fordway and f e r r y  s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  
D e e r f i e l d  River  from P i n e  H i l l  c r o s s i n g ,  l a t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  f u l l  
o p e r a t i o n  ( 1 7 5 8 ) .  Green River  d i v i s i o n  l o t s  (1686) a p p a r e n t l y  
formed Main S t r e e t  a x i s  a t  C o u r t  Square  w i t h  M i l l  S t r e e t  t o  Green 
River  fordway and F o r t  H i l l  ( 1 6 9 9 ) .  Gradual  improvement of r e g i o n a l  
t r a i l s  t o  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  C o l r a i n  Road (1741) and d e f i n i t i o n  of Main 
S t r e e t  (1749) .  Loca t ion  of  G r e e n f i e l d  meet ing  house on Trap P l a i n  
(1760) r e q u i r e d  c o n n e c t i n g  highways a s  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  and Bernards ton  
Road (1763) t o  Mohawk T r a i l  a x i s  a t  b a s e  of Rocky Mountain (Thompson, 
1904, 11, pp. 562-63).  C r o s s  highway c o n n e c t i n g  G r e e n f i e l d  meadows 
w i t h  F a l l  R ive r  l o c a t e d  a s  Barton-Log P l a i n  Road t o  Adams Road. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

The o n l y  r e c o r d  of a  s i z e a b l e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  occupying G r e e n f i e l d  
was d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War (1675-76).  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  p a r t  of t h e  
h o s t i l e  n a t i v e  f o r c e  of 1000+ occupying t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
V a l l e y  ( i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t )  had encamped a t  Cheaps ide .  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  
post-war n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  was p robab ly  l i m i t e d  t o  s m a l l  bands of  
i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s .  

There w e r e  49 Green River  D i s t r i c t  p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1736. I n  1765, 
t h e  f i r s t  comple te  c e n s u s  of G r e e n f i e l d ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  l i s t e d  
58 f a m i l i e s ,  368 i n d i v i d u a l s  ( i n c l u d e d  1 b l a c k )  and 45 houses .  By 
1776, t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  had doubled i n  s i z e  t o  735 i n d i v i d u a l s  and 176 
f a m i l i e s .  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of G r e e n f i e l d ' s  p e r i o d  se t t lers  w e r e  
former D e e r f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

A s  mentioned above, a  p o r t i o n  of n a t i v e  f o r c e s  s u p p o r t i n g  King P h i l i p  
e r e c t e d - a  camp of wigwams i n  Cheaps ide .  The s i t e  appears  t o  have 
been abandoned by t h e  end of King P h i l i p ' s  War. Smal l  n a t i v e  groups  
l i k e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  encampments i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  up lands  o r  more i s o l a t e d  
lowland l o c a t i o n s .  

The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n  p robab ly  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  
l a t e  1680s when s e v e r a l  homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Main S t r e e t .  
Ensuing s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  p r i m a r i l y  on t h i s  s t ree t  and S i l v e r  
S t r e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Growing f e a r s  of n a t i v e  a t t a c k s  l e d  t o  a  c a l l  
f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  s t o c k a d e  i n  t h e  Main S t r e e t  a r e a  i n  t h e  mid 
1740s.  Although t h e  town never  underwent a  f u l l  s c a l e  n a t i v e  
a t t a c k ,  two l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  k i l l e d  and t h r e e  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  by 
a  band of h o s t i l e  n a t i v e s  i n  1756. G r e e n f i e l d ' s  f i r s t  meet ing  house 
was e r e c t e d  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  of S i l v e r  S t r e e t  and F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  i n  
c .  1753 ( n o t  completed u n t i l  c.1760) . By t h e  e a r l y  1770s,  Main S t r e e t  
was t h e  s i t e  of 2 1  d w e l l i n g  houses  and s e v e r a l  s p e c i a l t y  shops  and 
s t o r e s .  S c a t t e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  on Green River  S t r e e t ,  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  G r e e n f i e l d  and t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Turners  F a l l s  i n  t h e  2nd 
h a l f  of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Na t ive  occupan t s  combined t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  rounds  w i t h  ba r -  
t e r i n g  and begging from l o c a l  c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s .  
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The main p u r s u i t  of l o c a l  se t t lers  was c rop  and l i v e s t o c k  p roduc t ion .  
C o l o n i a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  focused  on t h e  town 's  expans ive  f e r t i l e  lowlands.  
Cons ide rab le  c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g  took p l a c e  a t  Turners  F a l l s .  Most 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  p robab ly  under took h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g  a s  a n  add i -  
t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t y .  James Corse  ga ined  n o t o r i e t y  a s  t h e  
town ' s  most s u c c e s s f u l  h u n t e r / t r a p p e r  between t h e  1720s and 1780s. 
H i s  t e r r i t o r y  encompassed t h e  D e e r f i e l d ,  Green and F a l l  River  V a l l e y ' s  
and s o u t h e r n  Vermont (Thompson 1904: 427) . Loca l  i n d u s t r i a l  develop- 
ment was p o o r l y  documented. The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  f i r s t  m i l l  may have 
been e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  c.1699 by Joseph  Parsons  of Northampton 
on t h e  Green R i v e r  ( I b i d : 2 4 4 ) .  By 1771, seven  m i l l s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  G r e e n f i e l d .  I n  1774, a  c l o t h i e r ' s  shop,  t a i l o r  shop,  b lacksmi th  
shop and s t o r e  were o p e r a t i n g  on Main S t r e e t .  The town ' s  on ly  docu- 
mented t a v e r n  was one e s t a b l i s h e d  by James Corse  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
of Main and F e d e r a l  S t r e e t s  some t i m e  a f t e r  1720. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Less  t h a n  a  ha l f -dozen houses of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  G r e e n f i e l d .  Of t h e s e ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  i s  t h e  
Jona than  Smead House ( 1 7 3 5 ) ,  a  th ree -bay  wide,  c e n t e r  chimney 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  added l ean- to .  While t h e  three-bay f a c a d e  p r e s e r v e s  
t h e  appearance  of t h e  r e g i o n s  e a r l i e s t  houses  (many. of which f e a t u r e d  
t h r e e  f a c a d e  bays  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i v e ) ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  
i n t e g r i t y  of t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  house has  probably  been 
l o s t  th rough  a  c a .  1980 " r e s t o r a t i o n "  of t h e  house which appears  t o  
have d e s t r o y e d  most of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f raming and d e t a i l s .  Other  
s u r v i v i n g  C o l o n i a l  houses  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Smead f a m i l y  a r e  t h e  
c e n t e r  chimney Lemuel Smead House (1764) and t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  Jona than  
Smead House ( 1 7 6 5 ) .  Other  c o l o n i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  may s u r v i v e  a s  e l l s  
t o  l a t e r  houses .  A l l  of t h e  known s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of  town a t  G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows. The unusual  
p a u c i t y  of e x t a n t  C o l o n i a l  houses  i s  due t o  t h e  l a t e r  commercial 
development of t h e  town c e n t e r ,  where a t  l e a s t  30 houses were i n d i -  
c a t e d  on a  1774 map; none have s u r v i v e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meet ing  house a t  G r e e n f i e l d  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1760, seven y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  p a r i s h  was made a  d i s t r i c t .  The 
meet ing  house had d imensions  o f -  50 '  x 4 0 '  and  was n o t  completed u n t i l  
1769. 

F. Observa t ions :  

G r e e n f i e l d  f e l l  w i t h i n  a  c o l o n i a l  r e g i o n a l  c o r e  t h a t  encompassed 
t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  and D e e r f i e l d .  D e s p i t e  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  s e p a r a t i o n  
from D e e r f i e l d  i n  1753, t h e  community remained c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  town th roughou t  t h e  remainder  of t h i s  p e r i o d .  The g r e a t e s t  
l i k e l i h o o d  of s u r v i v i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  shou ld  be  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of G r e e n f i e l d .  I s o l a t e d  
f ragments  of p e r i o d  s i tes  may o c c u r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of 
G r e e n f i e l d .  
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V I I  . FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of l o c a l  r o u t e s  t o  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  
opening of F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  from Trap P l a i n  meet ing  house (1787) and 
D e e r f i e l d  River  b r i d g e  t o  Cheapside (1798) .  Improvement of e a s t -  
w e s t  a x i s  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  t o  Montague w i t h  F i f t h  Massa- 
c h u s e t t s  Turnpike  on Highland Avenue and E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  b r i d g e  
( 1 8 0 2 ) .  Expansion of l o c a l  s t ree t  g r i d  from Main S t r e e t  a x i s  
i n c l u d e d  Church-High S t r e e t  r e p l a c i n g  Mohawk T r a i l  (1815) and School  
S t r e e t  ( 1 8 2 2 ) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1776 and 1790 G r e e n f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  doub led ,  r e a c h i n g  1,498 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  By 1790, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  exceeded t h a t  of 
D e e r f i e l d  a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  of t h e  r i v e r  towns i n  t h e  ye t - to-be-  
e s t a b l i s h e d  F r a n k l i n  County. The removal  of G i l l  i n  1793 and 
subsequen t  l o s s e s  u n t i l  1810 made a  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e n t  i n  t h e  town 's  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  which t h e  g a i n s  a f t e r  1810 on ly  p a r t i a l l y  made up f o r .  
G r e e n f i e l d ' s  growth a f t e r  1810 i s  p robab ly  due a s  much t o  i t s  new 
impor tance  a s  sh i re town a s  t h e  growing t r a f f i c  from t h e  r i v e r  and 
h i l l  towns t h a t  Cheapside ( s t i l l  p a r t  of D e e r f i e l d )  encouraged.  By 
1830 G r e e n f i e l d '  s p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1 ,540.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  remained on Trap P l a i n  ( S i l v e r  S t r e e t )  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of r e g i o n a l  c i v i c  c e n t e r  around F r a n k l i n  County Cour t  House 
(1813) and Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church (1816) a t  C o u r t  Square.  
Commercial f o c u s  expanded a long  West Main S t r e e t  a x i s  from Cour t  
Square  w i t h  secondary  a x i s  n o r t h  on F e d e r a l  S t r e e t .  A f f l u e n t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  developed on E a s t  Main S t r e e t  t o  High S t r e e t  
a t  b a s e  of Rocky Mountain w i t h  secondary  expans ion  p a r a l l e l  on 
Church S t r e e t  ( 1 8 2 2 ) .  Loca l  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  main ta ined  on Green 
River  a t  M i l l  S t r e e t  w i t h  o u t l y i n g  t e x t i l e  v i l l a g e  developed a t  
F a c t o r y  Hollow on F a l l  River  and wharfage a c t i v i t y  a t  Cheapside on 
D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r .  A g r i c u l t u r e  remained a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  a long  
Green R i v e r  meadows t o  Bernards ton  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of farm v i l l a g e  
a t  Shelburne  Road. 

D. Economic B a s e :  

G r e e n f i e l d ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  was c h i e f l y  commercial. 
The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of F r a n k l i n  County,  and- G r e e n f i e l d  a s  s h i r e t o w n ,  
b rough t  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  induced by t h e  new c l a s s  of l awyers ,  
judges ,  and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s .  Cheaps ide ,  t h e n  s t i l l  p a r t  of 
D e e r f i e l d ,  was a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  of p r o s p e r i t y .  With t h e  comple t ion  
of t h e  South  Hadley Cana l  i n  1795, t h e  upper C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
suddenly  became n a v i g a b l e  f o r  a  l a r g e  number of t r a d i n g  v e s s e l s .  
Cheapside immedia te ly  became t h e  head of n a v i g a t i o n  and an impor tan t  
t r a d i n g  p o i n t .  The f i r s t  t r a d e r s  and s t o r e s  appeared  a lmos t  immediately 
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(AS a  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h i s  new impor tance ,  when t h e  county  was e r e c t e d  
i n  1811, a t t e m p t s  w e r e  made t o  l o c a t e  t h e  county  s e a t  h e r e . )  Teams 
from C o l r a i n ,  C h a r l e r ~ ~ o n t ,  and o t h e r  h i l l  towns b rough t  down s h i n g l e s ,  
broom h a n d l e s ,  s h a v i n g  boxes ,  combs, e t c . ,  exchanging them f o r  goods 
from Boston and t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s .  Cheapside was a l s o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of major  s t a g e  l i n e s ,  and w i t h  t h e  opening of t h e  Turners  F a l l s  Canal  
a b o u t  1800 ( ? ) ,  C h e a p s i d e ' s  impor tance  was f u r t h e r  emphasized on t h i s  
major a r t e r y .  I n  t h e  1820s ,  v a r i o u s  schemes w e r e  p lanned t o  l i n k  
Boston and Troy,  N e w  York w i t h  a  c a n a l ,  p a s s i n g  th rough  Cheapside -- 
a  r o u t e  which l a t e r  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  would s i e z e  upon. 

Manufactur ing  i n  G r e e n f i e l d  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  was l i m i t e d .  I n  1791 
Col .  W i l l i a m  Moore commenced a  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  emoire  which i n c l u d e d  
a  6 - s t o r y  g r i s t m i l l ,  r e p u t e d l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y ,  n a i l  
m i l l ,  cooper  shop,  p o t a s h  works,  t a n n e r y ,  and s l a u g h t e r h o u s e .  To 
r u n  t h e  new shops  Moore imported coopers  from Groton,  n a i l m a s t e r  
Arnbrose Ames from Br idgewate r ,  among o t h e r s .  But  Moore 's  e f f o r t s  
s e e m  t o  have been overextended and u n d e r c a p i t a l i z e d :  none of t h e s e  
v e n t u r e s  appear  t o  have l a s t e d  f o r  any l e n g t h  of time. I n  1823 
\ J i l l i a m  Wilson e r e c t e d  a  f u r n a c e  and began manufac tu r ing  plows and 
o t h e r  c a s t i n g s ,  by 1832 v a l u e d  a t  $4200. 

Greenf i e l d '  s l a r g e s t  manufac tu r ing  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
was N a t h a n i e l  R u s s e l l ' s  s a t i n e t  m i l l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a b o u t  1825 on 
F a l l  R ive r .  P robab ly  a f t e r  a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  m i l l  i n  1828, 
R u s s e l l  o b t a i n e d  S p r i n g f i e l d  backing from Edmund and Jona than  Dwight, 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e t t i n g  up c o t t o n  m i l l s  i n  Chicopee. I n c o r p o r a t e d  
as t h e  G r e e n f i e l d  Manufactur ing  Co. i n  1829, t h e  f i r m  was r e i n c o r -  
p o r a t e d  i n  1832 ( w i t h  a n o t h e r  $25,000 i n  c a p i t a l )  w i t h  Boston 
A s s o c i a t e  J . K .  M i l l s .  By t h a t  d a t e  t h e  m i l l  was producing a n n u a l l y  
165,000 y a r d s  of s a t i n e t  wor th  $86,625,  making it t h e  l a r g e s t  
p roducer  of s a t i n e t  i n  t h e  th ree -coun ty  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  (Another  
s p u r  t o  t h i s  new i n d u s t r y  would have been t h e  1828 t a r r i f ,  which 
suddenly  made woolen p r o d u c t i o n  more a t t r a c t i v e  t o  i n v e s t o r s . )  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A t  l e a s t  two dozen houses  and c o t t a g e s  of  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  town. T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  
over  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  and r e f l e c t s ,  t o  some d e g r e e ,  t h e  expansion 
t h a t  occur red  i n  G r e e n f i e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The f a c t  t h a t  houses 
and c o t t a g e s  of v a r y i n g  p r e t e n t i o n  and s i z e  s u r v i v e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n d i -  
c a t i o n  of G r e e n f i e l d ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  and d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  
Among t h e  town 's  s u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  houses  a r e  two of Asher Benjamins 
e a r l i e s t  commissions, t h e  Leavit t -Hovey House and t h e  Coleman House, 
b o t h  1797. Of t h e s e ,  t h e  Leavitt-Hovey House i s  t h e  more ambi t ious ;  
i t  e x h i b i t s  a n  e l a b o r a t e  f i v e - p a r t  p l a n  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  c e n t r a l  
doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney, h i p  r o o f e d  b lock  w i t h  s u b s i d i a r y  one-s to ry  
g a b l e  r o o f e d  wings l i n k e d  by hyphens. Both t h e  Coleman and L e a v i t t -  
Hovey Houses f e a t u r e  a  p r o f u s i o n  of F e d e r a l  ornament such  a s  swagged 
p a n e l s ,  a rcaded  p i l a s t e r s ,  ca rved  I o n i c  c a p i t a l s  ,and coinplex molded 
c o r n i c e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  two Benjamin houses ,  b o t h  of which 
s t a n d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  a  number of s u b s t a n t i a l  and w e l l - d e t a i l e d  
F e d e r a l  farmhouses s t a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of town a t  G r e e n f i e l d  
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Pleadow. The m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  a r e  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  houses w i t h  
doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimneys; many i n c o r p o r a t e  h i p  r o o f s  and a  few 
f e a t u r e  f a c a d e  t r e a t m e n t  on two w a l l s .  Among t h e  houses noted  
a r e  t h e  Morgan A l l e n  House, t h e  Moses A r m s  House and t h e  Thaddeus 
Coleman House ( c a .  1800) . Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  Gould-Clapp- 
P o r t e r  House (1827,  E l i  j a h  Hayden) , a  v e r y  e a r l y  temple f r o n t  
Greek Rev iva l  house w i t h  f l a n k i n g  one-s to ry  colonnaded wings. 

Houses of e x c e p t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  
Green River  and C o l r a i n  Roads a t  G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows. I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  houses  mentioned above,  a t  l e a s t  one twin  r e a r w a l l  chimney 
house and s e v e r a l  c e n t e r  chimney houses ,  one w i t h  a  s t r a i g h t  
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  w e r e  a l s o  obse rved .  S u r v i v i n g  
c o t t a g e s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  somewhat less common b u t  pe rhaps  a  
ha l f -dozen examples w e r e  observed.  Most of  t h e s e  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney 
f ive -bay  wide s t r u c t u r e s  b u t  a  few s i d e h a l l  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  no ted .  
P e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  observed on G i l l ,  Leyden, C o l r a i n  and Adams 
Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  e x t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
a r e  t h e  f i r s t  F r a n k l i n  County Courthouse (1813,  E l i j a h  Hayden and 
Thomas P r a t t )  and t h e  Cheapside D i s t r i c t  School  ( c a . 1 7 9 0 ) .  Both 
b u i l d i n g s  have been a l t e r e d .  The Cour thouse ,  a  f ive -bay  wide,  g a b l e  
f r o n t  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  b l i n d  f a n s  i n  t h e  g a b l e  and above t h e  
second s t o r y  windows, o r i g i n a l l y  had a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ;  it i s  now 
e n t e r e d  th rough  t h e  end bays .  The Cheapside School  w i t h  g a b l e  f r o n t  
o r i e n t a t i o n  and r e c e s s e d  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  a p p e a r s  t o  have been 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  o r  r e b u i l t  ca.1840.  An i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g  which h a s  been l o s t  was t h e  Second Congrega t iona l  church  
( o r g a n i z e d  1816, church  1819 - burned 1868) , a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  b l i n d  w a l l  a r c h e s  and a  three-bay f r o n t i s p i e c e  
w i t h  pediment  and two-stage s t e e p l e ,  des igned  by I s a a c  Damon. Other  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  Th i rd  S o c i e t y  
( U n i t a r i a n )  i n  1825 (meetinghouse 1837) and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an 
E p i s c o p a l  S o c i e t y  (1812; church  1814) . 
Commercial: Only one t a v e r n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  1830mdp, b u t  o t h e r s  
s u r e l y  must  have e x i s t e d  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  t r a d e  g e n e r a t e d  by county  
b u s i n e s s .  One t a v e r n  known t o  have o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
Wells Tavern ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1787. Also  founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
was t h e  F r a n k l i n  Bank ( 1 8 2 2 ) ,  l a t e r  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank of 
G r e e n f i e l d .  The o n l y  known s u r v i v i n g  commercial b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  
A l l e n  Block (1827) , a  two-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  l a t e r  t h i r d  
f l o o r  a d d i t i o n .  

V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  
River R a i l r o a d  (1846) from D e e r f i e l d  a long  base  of Clay H i l l  t o  
Washington S t r e e t  d e p o t  and n o r t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  under Main S t r e e t  
a long  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  t o  Bernards ton  (1847) i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v i n g  
stonework b r i d g e s  a t  Arch S t r e e t  and Swamp Road. F u r t h e r  
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d e f i n i t i o n  of r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  a c r o s s  Connect i-  
c u t  R ive r  t o  Montague a s  Vermont and Massachuse t t s  branch of F i t c h -  
burg th rough  Cheapside (1851) . Expansion of l o c a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  
around r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  i n c l u d e d  Hope S t r e e t  on P r o s p e c t  H i l l  (1837) 
and W e l l s  and Chapman S t r e e t s  n o r t h  from Main (1848-53).  Eas t -west  
r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  extended a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  River  a s  Troy and Green- 
f i e l d  w i t h  a b o r t e d  t res t le  over  P e t t y  P l a i n  r a v i n e  c o l l a p s e  (1861) 
i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v i n g  roadbed i n t a c t  a t  Merridan-Water S t r e e t  ( J e k i n s ,  
1982, p . 1 0 6 ) .  R a i l r o a d  r e l o c a t e d  n o r t h  a long  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  a f t e r  
C i v i l  War w i t h  G r e e n f i e l d  River  c r o s s i n g  t o  Smeads Brook (1867) .  
Loca l  omnibus s e r v i c e  from Depot Square  s u s p e c t e d  t o  Main S t r e e t  
up Clay  H i l l .  

B. - P o p u l a t i o n :  

Greenf i e l d '  s p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 133% d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d ,  and ,  b u t  f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War y e a r s ,  
ma in ta ined  a  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h i g h  l e v e l  of growth.  By 1870 G r e e n f i e l d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  3,589 and ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of Cheapside 
i n  D e e r f i e l d ,  would have been t h e  l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  county .  

I n  1855 G r e e n f i e l d  had t h e  h i g h e s t  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  of any 
town i n  F r a n k l i n  County. Of t h e  540 immigrants ,  326 were I r i s h  
(60%)  w h i l e  1 1 4  ( 2 1 % )  w e r e  from Germany and Hol land and 13.8% from 
England. Cheapside a l s o  had a  s u b s t a n t i a l  German p o p u l a t i o n :  1 6 1  
Germans a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  r e t u r n s  of 1855. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  -- 

O r i g i n a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  on Trap P l a i n  abandoned (1831) and pr imary  
c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  expanded around C o u r t  Square  w i t h  commercial a x i s  
a long  West Main S t r e e t .  Opening of r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  connec t ions  
(1846-51) c r e a t e d  f r i n g e  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t  below Depot Square on 
D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  w i t h  r e l a t e d  housing on Clay  H i l l  t o  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  
and cemetery f r i n g e  b e l t  on P e t t y  P l a i n .  Continued expansion of 
e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  on E a s t  Main w i t h  pr imary  f o c u s  around 
F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t .  Modest r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood developed from 
West Main a x i s  n o r t h  on School  and W e l l s  S t r e e t  d e f i n e d  by r a i l r o a d  
c o r r i d o r .  I n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e  a t  F a c t o r y  Hollow expanded w i t h  water -  
s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  con t inued  a t  Cheaps ide  on D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r .  

D .  Economic Base: 

With t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  R a i l r o a d  i n  1846, Cheapside 
l o s t  t h e  prominence and commercial p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  r i v e r  t r a f f i c  
had brought .  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  manufac tu r ing  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was dominated 
by t h e  Green River  Works of t h e  John R u s s e l l  Manufacturing Company. 

R u s s e l l  had r e t u r n e d  from m e r c a n t i l e  v e n t u r e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  anx ious  
t o  s t a r t  a  new i n d u s t r y .  Zachar iah  A l l e n ' s  p o e t i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t h e  S h e f f i e l d  c u t l e r y  works prompted R u s s e l l  and h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  
e r e c t  a  c h i s e l  f a c t o r y  t o  make c a s t - i r o n  s o c k e t  c h i s e l s  (used  i n  t h e  
b u t t o n  b u s i n e s s  a t  H a y d e n v i l l e ? ) .  So s u c c e s s f u l  was t h e  prize-winning 
f i r s t  v e n t u r e  t h a t  t h e  f i r m  commenced on b u t c h e r  and c a r v i n g  kn ives .  
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With new c a p i t a l  i n f u s i o n  from Henry Clapp,  G r e e n f i e l d  banker and 
l e a d i n g  i n v e s t o r ,  t h e  John R u s s e l l  Mfg. Co. began impor t ing  c u t l e r y  
workers  from S h e f f i e l d  and e v e n t u a l l y  from S o l i n g e n ,  i n  Germany. 
I n  t h e  f a c e  of S h e f f i e l d ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  s t i f l e  t h i s  new c o m p e t i t i o n ,  
R u s s e l l  made key improvements t o  t h e  manufac tu r ing  p r o c e s s  a l lowing  
him t o  e l i m i n a t e  e n t i r e l y  hand f o r g i n g .  By 1837 R u s s e l l  employed 
70 men producing c u t l e r y  v a l u e d  a t  $100,000. The p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  
Green River  Works was n a t i o n a l l y  known and s o u g h t  a f t e r .  With t h e  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  R u s s e l l ' s  c a p a c i t y  expanded t o  300 men and 
a p r o d u c t  of  $250,000 by 1855 -- much t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  
G r e e n f i e l d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Although t h e  company was induced t o  move 
t o  Turners  F a l l s  i n  1869,  t h e  f i r m  had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  r i se  of t h e  machine t o o l ,  tap-and-die  i n d u s t r y  of t h e  
succeed ing  p e r i o d .  (Reader ,  p .87)  E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  many of t h e  
company's key S h e f f i e l d  workers  went on t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c u t l e r y  
i n d u s t r y  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  Among them was 
Joseph  Gardner ,  a  S h e f f i e l d  c u t l e r  who was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  Lamson & 
Goodnow' s s u c c e s s  a t  Shelburne  F a l l s .  

The R u s s e l l  Company's r i v a l  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  growth was t h e  woolen m i l l  
on F a l l  R ive r .  With t h e  c o l l a p s e  of b u s i n e s s  i n  1837, t h e  m i l l  was 
t a k e n  over  by i t s  b a c k e r ,  J. K .  M i l l s ;  i n  a  s i m i l a r  p a n i c  twenty 
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i t  was bought  by i t s  a g e n t  Theodore Leonard. For 
v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  it employed 80 - 100 p e r s o n s ,  and i t s  
c a s s i m e r e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  v a l u e d  a t  $150,000 i n  1855, was t h e  on ly  
i n s t a n c e  of t h e  f a b r i c ' s  manufacture  i n  t h e  county .  A s  it had done 
f o r  t h e  c u t l e r y ,  t h e  Turners  F a l l s  Company b rough t  a b o u t  t h e  end of 
woolen manufacture  i n  G r e e n f i e l d  when it purchased t h e  F a l l s  River  
p r i v i l e g e  i n  1872 from t h e  a i l i n g  Theodore Leonard i n  o r d e r  t o  supp ly  
t h e  new paper  m i l l s  w i t h  F a l l  R ive r  w a t e r .  

The a r r i v a l  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  R a i l r o a d  i n  1846 and t h e  
Vermont & Massachuse t t s  Branch i n  1850 s t i m u l a t e d  a  s t r o n g  commercial 
growth a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  Among t h e  new b u s i n e s s e s  begun was t h e  
G r e e n f i e l d  Tool  Company, r e l o c a t e d  from Conway i n  1851. A l a r g e  
number of Conway workers  moved w i t h  t h e  f i r m  and by 1855, w i t h  80 
hands employed and a  p r o d u c t  i n  mechanics t o o l s  wor th  $120,000,  t h e  
new t o o l  f i r m  was G r e e n f i e l d ' s  t h i r d  major  i n d u s t r y .  Tha t  y e a r  
a p p e a r s  t o  have been t h e  company's peak.  By t h e  1870s ,  t h e  makers 
of m e t a l  bench t o o l s  were t a k i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  b u s i n e s s  from t h e  
concern  which s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  c a r p e n t e r s '  p l a n e s ,  and t h e  company was 
f o r c e d  i n t o  l i q u i d a t i o n .  

Another new b u s i n e s s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
manufacture  of baby c a r r i a g e s .  The e a r l i e s t  known maker of an  
"improved" baby c a r r i a g e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  was J. P .  P r e n t i c e  of Green- 
f i e l d  i n  1835 ( S t o n e ,  437) .  I t s  F r a n k l i n  County l o c a t i o n  was 
p robab ly  due t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of hardwoods l i k e  a s h ,  used f o r  
wheels  and h a n d l e s .  By 1855 G r e e n f i e l d  had t h r e e  makers of baby 
c a r r i a g e s ;  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t u r n  s t i m u l a t e d  s u b s i d i a r y  f i r m s  t o  make 
c a r r i a g e  hardware: B.B. Noyes ( 1 8 6 5 ) ,  J . M .  Munson, and o t h e r s .  By 
t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  new major  baby c a r r i a g e  makers ,  
C h a r l e s  R .  F i e l d  and Henry W .  Warner w e r e  bo th  making on ly  t h e  a s h  
wheels  and h a n d l e s ,  s h i p p i n g  them t o  wes te rn  manufac tu re r s  who were 
s h o r t  of t h e  n e c e s s a r y  hardwood. 
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Other  wooden p r o d u c t s  made up much of t h e  res t  of t h e  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  manufac tu r ing  economy, though t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  
r a i l r o a d s  tended t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  t y p e  of wooden ware from 
c h a i r s  and cab ine tware  (peaked i n  t h e  p r e - r a i l r o a d  e r a )  t o  s a s h e s ,  
d o o r s ,  and b l i n d s ,  and o t h e r  rough lumber.  

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

~ e s i d e n t i a l :  The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  was one of c o n s i d e r a b l e  
expans ion i n  G r e e n f i e l d .  Discrete neighborhoods of workers ,  middle  
c l a s s  and e l i t e  housing appear  t o  have developed by t h e  end of t h e  
1850s.  While many of  t h e  neighborhoods have been obscured  by 
l a t e r  development ,  p o r t i o n s  of mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  neigh- 
borhoods s r u v i v e  on Elm S t r e e t ,  between Main and Maple S t r e e t s  and 
on Hope S t r e e t .  S c a t t e r e d  p e r i o d  farmhouses and c o t t a g e s  s u r v i v e  
i n  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s  a long  Leyden, Green R i v e r  and C o l r a i n  Roads. A t  
t h e  town c e n t e r ,  a  v a r i e t y  of p l a n  t y p e s  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  
w e r e  employed. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n ,  which was widely 
employed f o r  houses i n  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s ,  
s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Goth ic  R e v i v a l  and S t i c k  S t y l e  houses  w e r e  a l s o  con- 
s t r u c t e d .  The more t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimneys remained common. I t  was used f o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  g a b l e  roofed  
f ive -bay  wide Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  houses  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  
more s t y l i s h  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s  w i t h  s q u a r e  p l a n s  and h i p  r o o f s  w i t h  
b e l v e d e r e s .  A number of c a .  1855 I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s  have s u r v i v e d  
a l o n g  E l m  S t r e e t ,  f o r  example. Other  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  houses a r e  
l o c a t e d  on High and Church S t r e e t s  as w e l l .  Of n o t e  a r e  t h e  sand- 
s t o n e  Greek R e v i v a l  R ip ley  House ( c a . 1 8 3 6 ) ,  t h e  Goth ic  Rev iva l  
G r i n n e l l  House ( c a .  1845) and t h e  Childs-Wait-Devlin House (1851,  
G .  F. F u l l e r ,  Boston) , s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  s t r a i g h t - p r o f  i l e  mansard 
r o o f ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  example known i n  t h e  town. Other  unusual  houses 
of t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h e  S y l v e s t e r  A l l e n  House ( c a . 1 8 4 5 ) ,  an  asym- 
m e t r i c a l  p l a n  Greek R e v i v a l  house w i t h  a  monumental p o r t i c o  and 
l o t u s  c a p i t a l s  (demolished 1932) and t h e  mansard roofed  I t a l i a n a t e  
Wil l iam Washburn House ( c a .  1860) . A t  l e a s t  one oc tagon  house 
s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  town a l o n g  w i t h  an  oddly-formed board-and-bat ten 
s t r u c t u r e  known l o c a l l y  a s  t h e  " I n k w e l l "  House. The house ,  which 
f e a t u r e s  a  h i p  r o o f  main b l o c k  w i t h  a n  o c t a g o n a l  tower ,  may have 
been c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h t  d e p o t  and l a t e r  conver ted  
t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e .  Among t h e  n o t a b l e  a s p e c t s  of G r e e n f i e l d ' s  
p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t h e  r e a d y  accep tance  of t h e  
mansard roof  form, which appeared  i n  t h e  town a s  e a r l y  a s  1851. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A number of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
have s u r v i v e d  i n  G r e e n f i e l d .  Among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church 
( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  Greek Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  
p r e s e n t l y  occupied  by t h e  Recorder-Gazet te  newspaper,  t h e  Greek 
Rev iva l  F i r s t  Church of C h r i s t  ( 1 8 4 2 ) ,  S a i n t  James E p i s c o p a l  Church 
(1847, Henry Sykes,  S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  Second 
Congrega t iona l  Church (1868,  R ichards  and P a r k ,  Boston) and t h e  
1848 Town H a l l  ( I s a a c  Damon). Of n o t e  a r e  S a i n t  James, a  v e r y  e a r l y  
Goth ic  R e v i v a l  c h a p e l  i n  g r a n i t e  w i t h  a  b e l l - c o t e  g a b l e ;  t h e  church  
i s  a l s o  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  one of t h e  few s u r v i v i n g  works of noted  
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I X .  

S p r i n g f i e l d  a r c h i t e c t ,  Henry Sykes.  I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Town H a l l  i s  t h e  I s a a c  Damon b u i l d i n g  of 1848; one r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  Damon b u i l d i n g ,  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i c k  Greek Rev iva l  
b u i l d i n g ,  was demolished i n  1872 ( J e n k i n s  1982) f o r  a  High V i c t o r i a n  
Gothic  b u i l d i n g .  I n  i t s ,  c u r r e n t ,  appearance ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e f l e c t s  
a  1954 C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  r emode l l ing .  The o n l y  o t h e r  known e x t a n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  two-s tory  North Meetinghouse D i s t r i c t  
School  (1839) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  churches  i n d i c a t e d  above,  o t h e r  
church  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  founded i n c l u d e d  t h e  B a p t i s t  (1852) ,Method i s t  
(1835) and Roman C a t h o l i c  (1868) . County c o u r t h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  1831 (of  s t o n e ,  38'  x 3 8 ' )  and 1856. I n  1850, a  F i r e  Department 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  and i n  1853, t h e  f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  was i n s t i t u t e d .  

Commercial: Many of t h e  commercial b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  
w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  i n  a n  1873 f i r e ;  t h u s ,  no b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  Among t h e  n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  
however, w e r e  t h e  temple f r o n t  b r i c k  Greek R e v i v a l  Colonnade Block 
( 1 8 4 2 ) ,  Bank Row, t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank (1852) and 
t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  F r a n k l i n  County N a t i o n a l  Bank (1870,  George 
Hathorne ,  N e w  York) .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Only a  f r agment  of  t h e  G r e e n f i e l d  Manufactur ing  Company 
m i l l  (1830) a t  F a c t o r y  Hollow h a s  su rv ived .  The s t a i r  tower i s  a l l  
t h a t  remains  s t a n d i n g  of t h e  one imposing f i e l d s t o n e  c l e r e s t o r y -  
monitor-roof  m i l l .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD - (1870-1915) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Continued expans ion  of l o c a l  r a i l r o a d  system from Depot Square w i t h  
Turners  F a l l s  Branch th rough  E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r  ( c .  1873) and rep lacement  of m a i n l i n e  t rest les a t  D e e r f i e l d  
and G r e e n f i e l d  River  (1911) , i n t a c t  a s  i n v e r t e d  s tee l  t r u s s .  F u r t h e r  
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  i n c l u d e d  opening of suspens ion  b r i d g e  
a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  (1873) from b a s e  of Canada H i l l .  S i g n i f i -  
c a n t  improvement of l o c a l  t r a n s i t  system w i t h  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  r o u t e  
from Depot Square t o  Turners  F a l l s  through E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  on 
Deerfield-Montague C i t y  Road (1895) and suburban G r e e n f i e l d  street- 
c a r  loop  from Cour t  Square  on Federal-Silver-Conway-Main S t r e e t  w i t h  
e x t e n s i o n  s o u t h  t o  D e e r f i e l d  (1902) .  Expansion of l o c a l  s t ree t  g r i d  
i n c l u d e d  crosstown c o n n e c t o r s  a s  Deven, Grove and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  
and s u b d i v i s i o n  of Highland Park  from C r e s c e n t  S t r e e t  ( c . 1 8 9 0 ) .  

N e w  i n d u s t r i e s  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  R u s s e l l  
C u t l e r y ,  l e f t  G r e e n f i e l d  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s 
a s  Montague 's  p o p u l a t i o n  l eaped  ahead.  A e t e r  1880 however, G r e e n f i e l d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  grew a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f a s t e r  r a t e  t h a n  Montague 's ,  and 
a f t e r  1890 grew a t  a n  a v e r a g e  r a t e  of n e a r l y  300 new r e s i d e n t s  a  y e a r .  
I n  1895 G r e e n f i e l d  s u r p a s s e d  Montague f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  
coun ty ,  a  yea r  b e f o r e  it ga ined  t h e  new D e e r f i e l d  t e r r i t o r y  of  Cheapside. 
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The r a t i o  of immigrants  t o  n a t i v e - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  remained r e l a t i v e l y  
c o n s t a n t  th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  Through t h e  1880s ,  t h e  I r i s h  and 
German p o p u l a t i o n  remained t h e  dominant e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  though i n  t h e  
1880s and ' 9 0 s  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers of French Canadians and P o l e s  
appeared .  By 1915 t h e  P o l i s h  community ( 2 4 % ,  w i t h  73% of  t h o s e  from 
Russ ian  Poland)  was t h e  dominant  g roup ,  fo l lowed by Canadians ( 2 0 % ) ,  
I r i s h  (15%)  , and Germans (10%)  . 
C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  - 

Cour t  Square  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  
d e f i n e d  a long  Main S t r e e t  a t  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  S i g n i f i -  
c a n t  expans ion  of a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  a long  Highland Avenue 
a t  b a s e  of Rocky Mountain w i t h  secondary  development  on W e s t  Main a t  
F o r t  Square.  R a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  d e f i n e d  f r i n g e  b e l t  s o u t h  of Depot 
Square a long  D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  t o  Cheapside and a long  G r e e n f i e l d  River  
t o  Smead Brook w i t h  su r round ing  c e m e t e r i e s  and county  f a i r g r o u n d s  on 
Wisdom Way. Opening of suburban t r o l l e y  l i n e s  (1895) c r e a t e d  modest 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  n o r t h w e s t  on Conway Avenue and m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  
neighborhood a long  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  t o  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  p e r i p h e r y .  Tene- 
ment d i s t r i c t  developed on P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  h igh lands  s o u t h  of r a i l -  
road t o  D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  
a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  C o l r a i n  Road i n  G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows and 
Bernards ton  Road w i t h  d a i r y  farming and tobacco.  

Economic Base: 

I n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  G r e e n f i e l d  developed a  prominence i n  
t h e  t a p  and d i e  i n d u s t r y  which would, by t k  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y ,  g i v e  
t h e  town a  worldwide fame. The prominence was based on t h e  1871 
p a t e n t  of John J. G r a n t  f o r  a  s c r e w - c u t t i n g  d e v i c e .  I n  1872 John 
R u s s e l l ' s  nephew, C h a r l e s  P .  R u s s e l l ,  and Solon Wiley formed Wiley 
and R u s s e l l  Mfg. Company t o  produce t a p s  and d i e s  under  G r a n t ' s  
p a t e n t .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  phase  of t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  i n g e n i o u s  mechanics 
cou ld  e a s i l y  d e v i s e  some p a t e n t a b l e  improvement and t h e n  go i n t o  
b u s i n e s s  f o r  themselves .  Thus i n  1874 V. J. Reece and E .  F. Reece, 
two b r o t h e r s  from Birmingham employed by W & R ,  i n v e n t e d  a n  ad j u s t a b l e  
s p l i t  d i e  and se t  up t h e i r  own shop. I n  1876 E l i s h a  Wells and h i s  
two sons  l e f t  R u s s e l l  t o  manufacture  t h e i r  own improved d i e s .  
H i s t o r i a n  Will iam Reader c o n t i n u e s :  

T h i s  d e v i s i v e  p a t t e r n  con t inued  s o  t h a t  t h e  t a p  and d i e  
i n d u s t r y ,  u l t i m a t e l y  became an  e l i g a r c h i c  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
two l a r g e  concerns  (Wiley & R u s s e l l  Mfg. Co. and Wells 
B r o t h e r s  Co.) and numerous s m a l l e r  ones ,  e a c h  making 
t h e i r  own s p e c i f i c  l i n e s  of t a p s ,  d i e s  o r  machine t o o l s .  
These f i r m s  c o n t i n u a l l y  s p l i t  o f f  from one a n o t h e r ,  
underwent mergers ,  o r  formed s u b s i d i a r i e s  u n t i l  1912, 
when t h e  G r e e n f i e l d  Tap and D i e  Co. conglomerate was 
formed. ( p . 9 2 ) .  

The l o s s  of t h e  R u s s e l l  c u t l e r y  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  was n o t  a  d e t e r e n t  
t o  o t h e r  c u t l e r i e s .  A former  R u s s e l l  c u t l e r ,  Henry Warner, r e t u r n e d  
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t o  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  1871 t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Warner Mfg. Co,,  making 
p l a t e d  t a b l e  c u t l e r y  and baby c a r r i a g e  t r immings.  Nichol  B r o t h e r s  
Co. of 1879 made b u t c h e r s  k n i v e s  and t a b l e  c u t l e r y .  I n  1890 
A.  F .  Towle & Son moved t h e i r  c u t l e r y  from Newburyport, t o  G r e e n f i e l d  
i n  o r d e r  t o  be n e a r e r  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  cus tomer ,  t h e  John J. R u s s e l l  
Co. The f i r m  prospered  u n t i l  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  R .  N .  Oakman, dec ided  
t o  d i v e r s i f y  i n  1897 w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  Hertel H o r s e l e s s  
C a r r i a g e .  F a i l u r e  of t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  l e d  Towle i n t o  bankruptcy  i n  
1900. The f i r m  was t a k e n  o v e r  by Oakrnan's a s s i s t a n t  George Lunt ,  
who w i t h  a s s o c i a t e s  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f i r m  a s  Rogers ,  Lunt  & Bowlen. 

Two o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c e d  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  expans ion  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
One was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of new f a c t o r i e s  a t  Turners  F a l l s .  Between 
1870 and 1880, o v e r  1100 new jobs  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Turners  F a l l s .  
The new c u t l e r y  a l o n e  employed 600. Thus, i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s ,  
a s  Montague' s p o p u l a t i o n  l eaped  ahead,  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  d e c l i n e d .  But 
t h e  d e c l i n e  was s h o r t - l i v e d .  N e w  b r i d g e s  and a  s h o r t a g e  a€ housing 
i n  t h e  new manufac tu r ing  c e n t e r  q u i c k l y  developed a  new commuter 
c l a s s  of workers ,  who l i v e d  i n  Cheapside o r  G r e e n f i e l d  w h i l e  working 
i n  Turners  F a l l s .  A f t e r  1880 G r e e n f i e l d '  s p o p u l a t i o n  grew a t  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  f a s t e r  r a t e  t h a n  Montague 's .  The new housing demand 
meant an  i n c r e a s e  i n  b r i c k  y a r d s  i n  G r e e n f i e l d  and i n  o t h e r  makers 
and d e a l e r s  i n  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  1870 t h e  town c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
m u n i c i p a l  waterworks w i t h  a n  aqueduct  from Glenbrook Spr ing  i n  Leyden, 
and i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 7 0 s  a  "Boston S t o r e "  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  G r e e n f i e l d  -- 
t r u e  s i g n  of a  p r o s p e r o u s  m e r c a n t i l e  economy! 

The second f a c t o r  which f e d  i n t o  t h i s  p r o s p e r i t y  was t h e  Hoosac 
Tunnel and t h e  F i t c h b u r g ' s  through r o u t e  t o  Albany i n  1876. What 
had been b u i l t  a s  t h e  Vermont & Massachuse t t s  R a i l r o a d ' s  branch t o  
G r e e n f i e l d  became p a r t  of t h e  F i t c h b u r g  main l i n e ,  and w i t h  new 
y a r d s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  i n  1880, t r a f f i c  through 
G r e e n f i e l d  w a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e d .  A s  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of t h e  
F i t c h b u r g ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  River ,  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  Branch, and New Haven & 
Northampton r a i l r o a d s ,  G r e e n f i e l d  had become t h e  n o r t h e r n  hub of 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  Probably  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  F r a n k l i n  County towns 
became l e a d i n g  beef  and pork  p roducers .  I n  1885 G r e e n f i e l d ,  fo l lowed 
by D e e r f i e l d ,  Conway, and She lburne  produced more beef  t h a n  any o t h e r  
towns i n  t h e  s t a t e .  She lburne  and G r e e n f i e l d  w e r e  a l s o  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
l e a d i n g  mi lk  p roduc ing  towns. 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  l o c a l  bus inessmen ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  had been 
a c t i v e l y  r e c r u i t i n g  new i n d u s t r i e s ,  pe rhaps  s t u n g  by t h e  l o s s  of 
t h e  R u s s e l l  c u t l e r y  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s .  I n  1880, C u t l e r ,  Lyons & 
F i e l d ,  a  b o o t  and shoe  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  was b rough t  from Bernards ton;  
E m i l  Weissbrod,  a  pocketbook maker from Montague came i n  1887; 
F. A .  Rugg, a maker of hay and lawn r a k e s  came from Montague i n  
1890; and A.  F. Towle & Sons a r r i v e d  from Newburyport t h e  same yea r  
t h a t  Goodel l  B r o t h e r s  Company moved from She lburne  F a l l s ,  1892. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  G r e a t  r e s i d e n t i a l  expans ion occur red  i n  t h e  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town had achieved 
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most  of i t s  p r e s e n t - d a y  a p p e a r a n c e  and d i s t i n c t  ne ighborhoods  of 
w o r k e r s ' ,  m i d d l e - c l a s s  and e l i t e  hous ing  w e r e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
I n  g e n e r a l ,  a r e a s  o f  w o r k e r s '  h o u s i n g  deve loped  a l o n g  Hope S t r e e t ,  
a t  Cheaps ide /Eas t  G r e e n f i e l d ,  on lower F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  and a long  
Davis  S t r e e t .  M i d d l e - c l a s s  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  hous ing  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
between F e d e r a l  and High S t r e e t s  and a l o n g  Elm S t r e e t  w i t h  s m a l l  
a r e a s  of  a f f l u e n t  hous ing  east o f  Kigh S t r e e t  a n d ,  t o  a  lesser 
d e g r e e ,  a t  G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows. P e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  
ex tended  n o r t h  from t h e  town c e n t e r  t o  t h e  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y .  
F o r  w o r k e r s '  h o u s i n g ,  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Queen Anne and S t i c k  S t y l e  
c o t t a g e s  predominated  t h r o u g h  t h e  1890s w i t h  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f  
s i d e h a l l  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  two-f a m i l y  houses  becoming 
common around t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Tenements were n o t  common 
a l t h o u g h  a  few t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  t enemen t s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  on lower 
F e d e r a l  S t r e e t .  F o r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  h o u s i n g ,  asymmetr ica l / towered  
S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen Anne houses  o f  v a r y i n g  e l a b o r a t i o n  w e r e  
common i n  t h e  1870s  and ' 80s ;  n o t a b l e  examples  s u r v i v e  on Main 
S t r e e t  and a l o n g  High S t r e e t .  A f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  more 
f o r m a l  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and Cra f t sman  houses  w i t h  s y m m e t r i c a l  
p l a n s  began t o  be  b u i l t .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  was 
t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  S t i c k  S t y l e  and l a t e r ,  of t h e  Cra f t sman  S t y l e  
i n  G r e e n f i e l d ;  b o t h  s t y l e s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  uncommon i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
and y e t  v i g o r o u s  d e s i g n e d  i n  b o t h  w e r e  n o t e d  i n  G r e e n f i e l d .  The 
r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number of w e l l - d e t a i l e d  s t u c c o  bungalows,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  ne ighborhoods  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge  o f  t h e  town 
r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  Craf t sman t r a d i t i o n  i n  G r e e n f i e l d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  impos ing  c h u r c h e s  and n e a r l y  a l l  of  t h e  
t o w n ' s  e x t a n t  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  d a t e  f rom t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d .  Of t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  F i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  ( 1 8 8 5 ) ,  a S h i n g l e  
S t y l e / C r a f t s m a n  b u i l d i n g ,  i s  one o f  t h e  f i n e s t .  O t h e r s  a r e  A l l  
S o u l ' s  U n i t a r i a n  (1894,  J. W i l l i a m s  B e a l )  and Eoly  T r i n i t y  Church 
( 1 8 7 1 ) .  O t h e r  c h u r c h e s  which are n o t  known t o  s u r v i v e  w e r e  t h e  
German L u t h e r a n  ( c . 1 8 9 0 ) ,  Second B a p t i s t  ( c . 1 8 7 5 ) ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  
(c.  1900)  and German M e t h o d i s t  (c .  1895)  c h u r c h e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  l i b r a r y  w a s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
The b u i l d i n g ,  a  High V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e  of  polychrome 
b r i c k ,  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1878 t o  d e s i g n  of  J. R.  R i c h a r d s .  The 
most  numerous c a t e g o r y  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  
w e r e  s c h o o l s ,  of which  a t  l e a s t  t e n  examples  w e r e  n o t e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  town. Most of t h e s e  a r e  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  masonry b u i l d i n g s .  The 
e a r l i e s t  o f  which  a p p e a r  t o  d a t e  from t h e  1880s  ( P i e r c e  S t r e e t  
S c h o o l ) .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  a  g r o u p  of C o l o n i a l  and Georgian  
R e v i v a l  s c h o o l s  of t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  ( N o r t h  P a r i s h ,  Abercrombie,  
Newton) , a l l  p r o b a b l y  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  same a r c h i t e c t .  A l s o  of 
t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  T h i r d  High Schoo l  (1895;  Furbush  and Hathaway, 
Boston;  1903-04, E .  C .  and E .  G .  G a r d n e r ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  t h e  County 
J a i l  (c .  1885)  and  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  County H o s p i t a l .  

Commercial: The b u l k  of t h e  commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  
d a t e  f rom t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  Many w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  
an  1873 f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  downtown; o t h e r s  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  1890s and a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  S e v e r a l  b l o c k s  
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of Main S t r e e t  r e t a i n  we l l -p rese rved  s t r e e t s c a p e s  of t h r e e  and 
f o u r - s t o r y  masonry V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e  commercial b locks ;  among 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  H o l l i s t e r  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  Ponds ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  A r m s  (1878) and 
Lyons (1871) Blocks.  A t  l e a s t  one 1870s b l o c k ,  t h e  Hovey-Barrett-  
Baker Block,  was a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d ;  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  beading 1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t ,  Wil l iam F. P r a t t ,  des igned  t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y  
P a n e l  B r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  Among t h e  f i n e s t  of t h e  p e r i o d ' s  comn~erc ia l  
b u i l d i n g s  i s  t h e  Sheldon Block ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  a  ye l low b r i c k  f o u r - s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  Tudor Rev iva l  t r i m .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  f o r  i t s  
remarkably e a r l y  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t h e  Neo- 
c l a s s i c a l  \?eldon h o t e l  (1905,  W. B. Re id ,  Holyoke; N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r )  , 
b u i l t  by i n n o v a t i v e  G r e e n f i e l d  i n d u s t r i a l i s t ,  Frank 0.  W e l l s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A number of i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Nicho l  B r o t h e r s  (1883; 1892) and 
Goodell  B r o t h e r s  (1892-1913) C u t l e r y  works, b o t h  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g s .  A l s o  of n o t e  a r e  t h e  Lunt  S i l v e r s m i t h  f a c t o r y  (1890) , 
a  two-s tory  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  and a  v e r y  e a r l y  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  
p i e r  and s p a n d r e l  o n e - s t o r y  f a c t o r y  b u i l t  by t h e  G r e e n f i e l d  Tap 
and Die company i n  1903. Respons ib le  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
G r e e n f i e l d  Tap and D i e  works i n  c o n c r e t e  was i n n o v a t i v e  indus-  
t r i a l i s t ,  Frank 0.  Wells. The R i d d e l l  S t r e e t  c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g  
(now abandoned) was t h e  second of Wells' model f a c t o r i e s ;  t h e  
f i r s t ,  s i n c e  demolished b u t  b u i l t  i n  1890, was remarkable  f o r  i t s  
one-s to ry  p l a n ,  a  n o v e l  concep t  a t  a  t i m e  when m u l t i - s t o r y  
i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r e v a i l e d .  I n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l o c a t e d  
on Hope, F e d e r a l  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Beacon s t r e e t s .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Loca l  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  main ta ined  t o  E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  and S i l v e r  
S t r e e t  loop  from Cour t  Square  u n t i l  bus convers ion  (1934) .  
S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of l o c a l  highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o a d s  
w i t h  pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a s  U.S. Route 5-Route 10 from 
D e e r f i e l d  t o  Vermont a s  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t - B e r n a r d s t o n  Road w i t h  monu- 
menta l  A r t  Deco b r i d g e  a c r o s s  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r  (1938) a f t e r  1936 
Flood.  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  improved a s  Route 2  f o l l o w i n g  
Mohaclrk T r a i l  from G i l l  a c r o s s  F a l l  R i v e r  (1931) s o u t h  a s  High-Main 
S t r e e t  through G r e e n f i e l d  C e n t e r  and w e s t  up G r e e n f i e l d  h i g h l a n d s  
a s  e a r l y  t o u r i s t  highway of Mohawk T r a i l  (1914) .  No a i r f i e l d  
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  town l i m i t s  d u r i n g  p e r i o d .  

During t h e  war y e a r s ,  w i t h  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  booming, t h e  
town con t inued  i t s  r a p i d  expans ion ,  growing by 22% i n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  
1915-20 a l o n e .  The pos twar  d e p r e s s i o n  took i t s  t o l l ,  however, and 
G r e e n f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  growth came t o  a  sudden h a l t ,  a c t u a l l y  
d e c l i n i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 20s .  Between 1925 and 1935 G r e e n f i e l d  made 
modest g a i n s ,  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  1940 w i t h  15,672 -- a  n e t  
growth f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  of 24.2%., G r e e n f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  h i g h e s t  
i n  t h e  coun ty ,  was by t h a t  d a t e  twice  t h a t  of Mongague, t h e  n e x t  
h i g h e s t  town. 
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Primary c i v i c  and f i n a n c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  remained focused around 
Cour t  Square  and Main S t r e e t  w i t h  secondary  commercial expans ion 
a long  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  n o r t h  t o  S i l v e r  S t r e e t ,  on W e s t  Main S t r e e t  
t o  Mohawk T r a i l  and on D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  s o u t h  t o  Cheapside.  
A f f l u e n t  neighborhood remained around Rocky Mountain Park  w i t h  
secondary  expansion n o r t h  from S i l v e r  S t r e e t  on Bernards ton  Road. 
Modest suburban development con t inued  a l o n g  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  a x i s  
from F e d e r a l  and Conway Avenue w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  main ta ined  i n  
G r e e n f i e l d  Meadows t o  Shelburne .  

D .  Economic Base: 

G r e e n f i e l d  con t inued  t o  expand th roughou t  much of t h e  E a r l y  Modern 
p e r i o d ,  l e d  by "G.T.D., " whose $ 7  m i l l i o n  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  and work 
f o r c e  of 1 2 0 0  men w e r e  much t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Throughout 
t h e  t e e n s  and e a r l y  ' 2 0 s  G . T . D .  a c q u i r e d  o t h e r  f i r m s  n o t  o n l y  i n  
G r e e n f i e l d  b u t  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  s t a t e  (Taunton,  Hyde Park ,  
etc.  ) and N e w  England,  f r e q u e n t l y  moving t h e  f a c i l i t y  t o  G r e e n f i e l d .  
Another maker of p r e c i s i o n  t o o l s ,  t h e  G o o d e l l - P r a t t  Company, 
expanded w i t h  s i m i l a r  s u c c e s s ,  drawing s e v e r a l  t o o l  companies from 
Shelburne  F a l l s :  Goodell  Tool  i n  1925 and Ducharmes & Co. abou t  
1929. By 1930 t h e  company had a l i n e  of over  2,000 t o o l s  and an 
employee l i s t  numbering 400 p e r s o n s .  Throughout t h e  town t h e r e  
w e r e  numerous s m a l l  machine shops .  

Wooden p r o d u c t s  remained a major  G r e e n f i e l d  s t a p l e .  The town was 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  New England Box Company, w i t h  f o u r t e e n  p l a n t s  
s c a t t e r e d  over  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  New Hampshire, and Vermont. The Rugg 
Manufacturing Company was t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  maker of wooden hay 
r a k e s ;  C h a r l e s  R. F i e l d  made wooden baby c a r r i a g e  p a r t s .  

Other  long-t ime G r e e n f i e l d  f i r m s  c o n t i n u e d  unchanged. E m i l  Weissbrod 
& Sons employed 100 making pocketbooks ,  b i l l f o l d s ,  and l e a t h e r  
n o v e l t i e s ;  Rogers ,  Lunt & Bowlen became one of t h e  l e a d i n g  makers 
of s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r  t ab leware .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  have con t inued  
a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s t e a d y  pace  i n t o  t h e  1920s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  
middle  c l a s s  and e l i t e  housing.  I n f i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  
neighborhoods i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n s  of town w i t h  Craftsman and 
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  bungalows and houses  b u i l t  a l o n g  S i l v e r ,  High, 
Maple and F e d e r a l  S t r e e t s .  There was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of town, e x c e p t  a t  E a s t  G r e e n f i e l d  and 
Cheapside where s m a l l  g a b l e  and h ip-roofed  c o t t a g e s  and a few 
two-family houses  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1920s. Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  
a  group of o u t s t a n d i n g  Georgian and Miss ian  Rev iva l  and Craftsman 
houses of t h e  l a t e  ' 2 0 s  and/or  1930s on Bernards ton  Road nea r  
Stoneleigh-Burnham School .  A l s o  of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  a modest 
c o n c r e t e  and s t u c c o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t y l e  house of t h e  l a t e  1930s on 
C o l r a i n  Road. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The on ly  major  new i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  b r i c k  Georgian Rev iva l  F r a n k l i n  County Cour t -  
house (Frank W .  S .  King) on 1931. 

Commercial: S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  commercial b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  among them t h e  g r a n i t e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  
Bank (1929,  Dennison and Hi ron ,  N e w  York C i t y )  , w i t h  s t y l i z e d  
Moderne d e t a i l s  and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  Garden T h e a t r e  Block (1928,  
Mowel and Rand) ,  an e l a b o r a t e l y  f i n i s h e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
marquis  and i n t e r i o r  s u r v i v i n g .  A d d i t i o n s  w e r e  made t o  t h e  Weldon 
H o t e l  and a u t o m o b i l e - r e l a t e d  commerce began t o  deve lop  a long  Route 2 .  
Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  on Main S t r e e t  of s e v e r a l  g a s  s t a t i o n s  
and a u t o  showrooms, one of which r e t a i n s  a  s t r e a m l i n e d  b a s - r e l i e f  
f r e i z e  of a u t o s ,  t r a i n s  and a i r p l a n e s  of t h e  1920s.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A t  l e a s t  one o u t s t a n d i n g  and v e r y  we l l -p rese rved  c o n c r e t e  
p i e r  and s p a n d r e l  Moderne f a c t o r y  ( G r e e n f i e l d  Tap and D i e )  was noted  
n e a r  Maple S t r e e t .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  remarkable  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  
of i t s  o r i g i n a l  transomed and double-hung s a s h  window p a n e l s ,  which 
form a  c r u c i a l  d e s i g n  e lement  i n  a n  o t h e r w i s e  f u n c t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  i n v e n t o r y  forms a r e  among t h e  most complete 
and thorough ly - resea rched  i n  t h e  county .  Almost a l l  forms i n c l u d e  
f u l l  s t a t e m e n t s  of h i s t o r i c a l  u s e ,  deed h i s t o r y  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  
d a t e s .  Comnercial  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  and t o  a  somewhat 
lesser e x t e n t ,  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d ;  most 
houses  p r e d a t i n g  1830 appear  t o  have been i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
a l o n g  w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  houses  o f  post-1830 d a t e .  Miss ing  from t h e  
i n v e n t o r y ,  however, a r e  a r e a  forms o r  s t r e e t s c a p e  forms o u t l i n i n g  
and i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p a t t e r n  of r e s i d e n t i a l  development 
which occur red  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  Mid 1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  workers '  and m i d d l e - c l a s s  hous ing h a s  been s i m i l a r l y  over-  
looked. Another  c l a s s  of b u i l d i n g  which r e c e i v e s  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  
i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  a r e  t h e  t o w n ' s  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
s c h o o l s ,  many of which a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  n o t a b l e  and most of which 
s u r v i v e .  A number a r e  abandoned. Abandonment i s  a l s o  a  concern i n  
t h e  f a t e  of t h e  1903 r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  G r e e n f i e l d  Tap and Die 
f a c t o r y  on R i d d e l l  S t r e e t ,  n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  Frank 0 .  
Wel ls  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g  
i n  t h e  town and among t h e  e a r l i e s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
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