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M H C  Reconnaissance Survey  Report  

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: G i l l  

I .  Topography: 

G i l l  i s  mone o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  County.  The town i s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  o n l y  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from 
t h e  Massachuse t t s /Vermont  l i n e .  The town i s  dominated by a  compZex 
o f  moderated uplands  t h a t  cover  a l l  b u t  t h e  e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  
per iphery  o f  t h e  town. These  up lands  range be tween 500 f e e t  and 
700 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  Two p o i n t s  reach  o v e r  7 0 0  f e e t :  Pisgah 
Mountdin (816 f e e t )  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  G i l l  and Darby H i l l  ( 7 4 3  f e e t )  
n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  prevous peak. A narrow s t r i p  o f  f l o o d p l a i n  
s t r e t c h e s  from t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  R i v e r s i d e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  most 
p o r t i o n  o f  G i l l .  The l a t t e r  area  i s  b roken  by t h r e e  smal l  h i l l s ,  
Stump Barnard and Grasssy  H i l l s .  Jlone o f  t h e s e  e x t e n d  o v e r  4 8 0  
f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  Recent  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  dam a t  Turners  
F a l l s  has inunda ted  a  s i z a b l e  t r a c t  o f  fZoodpZain below R i v e r s i d e  
v i l l a g e .  Local dra inage  i s  good, e x c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  marshy areas  
s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  u p l a n d s .  Two major waterways d e f i n e  t h r e e  o f  four 
o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  boundar ie s .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  demarcates  G i l l ' s  
e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  bounds w h i l e  F a l l s  R i v e r  d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  town ' s  
w e s t e r n  boundary. The C o n n e c t i c u t  i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s  an 
i m p r e s s i v e  n a t u r a l  f a l l s ,  F a l l s  r i v e r  i s  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ' s  
primary l o c a l  t r i b u t a r y  and f lows s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  above 
Turner  F a l l s .  G i l l ' s  o n l y  f r e shwater  b o d i e s  are  two smal l  ponds, 
O t t e r  Pond and Shadow Lake, S i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  nor thernmost  p o r t i o n  o f  
town. 

I I .  P o l i t i c a l  ~ o u n d a r i e s  : 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  D e e r f i e l d  gran t  o f  1673 e x t e n d i n g  
e a s t  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  w i t h  Squakeag ( N o r t h f i e l d )  and Swampfield 
(Montague) .  Inc luded  a s  p a r t  o f  G r e e n f i e l d  d i s t r i c t  i n  1753 w i t h  
n o r t h e r n  boundary d e f i n e d  a long o r i g i n a l  D e e r f i e l d  l i n e  a t  Fa l l town  
( B e r n a r d s t e n )  . E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  :town o f  G i l l  i n  1793 from G r e e n f i e l d  
w i t h  w e s t e r n  boundary a long F a l l  R i v e r .  Nor theas t  s e c t i o n  (Mount 
Hermon) annexed from N o r t h f i e l d  i n  1975 and Great  I s l a n d  annexed 
from Montague i n  1801. Name change proposed t o  Glencoe i n  1858 
n e v e r  adapted .  

I I I .  H i s t o r i c  Overview: 

Rural  suburban h i l l  town on primary c o r r i d o r  between G r e e n f i e l d  
and Orange w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Bernards ton  and Turners  F a l l s .  
Located on e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  o f  G r e e n f i e l d  h i g h l a n d s  a t  c r i t i c a l  
j u n c t u r e  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  area  
a t  R i v e r s i d e  above T u r n e r s  F a l l s  e x t e n d i n g  a long Bar tons  Cove t o  
t h e  Narrows, and l i k e l y  s i t e s  around Grassy H i l l  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  
meadows. At tempted  s e t t l e m e n t  from D e e r f i e l d  a t  Turners  F a l l s  
d i s r u p t e d  by h i s t o r i c  S i v e r s i d e  a t t a c k  dur ing  King P h i l l i p s  War 
and c o n t i n u e  n a t i v e  r a i d s  th rough  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  Connec t i cu t  
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R i v e r  lowlands s e t t l e d  a long a x i s  o f  Main Road from Grassy H i l l  by 
Co lon ia l  per iod  w i t h  some remaining  houses .  G i l l  c e n t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
as  c i v i c  focus  a f t e r  R e v o l u t i o n  expanded through  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  church  i n  town common r e b u i l t  from o r i g i n a l  
meet inghouse .  Primary a g r i c u l t u r e  remained a long C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  
meadows w i t h  per iod  farms teds  i n t a c t  on Main Road and Greek R e v i v a l  
c o t t a g e s  i n  uplands  t o  West G I Z Z .  R i v e r s i d e  deve loped a s  suburban 
d i s t r i c t  o f  Turners  F a l l s  a f t e r  C i v i l  War w i t h  some V i c t o r i a n  houses  
on Bridge S t r e e t .  Loca t ion  o f  p r i v a t e  boarding  shcoo l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
e x t e n s i v e  campus on Mount Herman by e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d i n g  
power p l a n t  and farm b u i l d i n g s .  Loca t ion  o f  Mohawk T r a i l  a u t o  
r o u t e  a long C o n n e c t i c u t  p r e s e r v e s  monumental A R t  Deco b r i d g e s  a t  
French King and Turners  F a l l s .  P r e s e n t  development  most e v i d e n t  
a s  commercial a c t i v i t y  a long Route 2 c o r r i d o r  from Turners  F a l l s  
and suburban hous ing  on s c e n i c  s i t e s  from G r e e n f i e l d .  Town c e n t e r  
r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  mainta ined  
i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  lowlands  t o  ~ o r t h f i e l d .  

I V .  Contac t  per iod  ( 1  500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

Located a t  i m p o r t a n t  j u n c t i o n o f  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  around Connec t i cu t  
R i v e r  f a l l s .  Primary n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed from 
F a l l  R i v e r  fordway(Greenf ie2dl  a s  West G i l l  Road w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  
branch t o  Ashuela  Brook ( G i l l  C e n t e r )  and C o n n e c t i c u t  lowlands 
l i k e l y  as  Frankl in-Cross  Main Road around Grassy and Barnard H i l l .  
Connectivzg t r a i l s  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  probable 
aound Bartona Cove i n  R i v e r s i d e  from F a l l  R i v e r  fordway w i t h  l i k e l y  
c r o s s  t o  s o u t h  bank a t  t h e  Narrows. Secondary fordway a t  F a l l  
R i v e r  probable a s  Bassom Road t o  West G i l l  and branch t r a i l  t o  
C o n n e c t i c u t  meadows from D r y  Brook(GiZ2 C e n t e r )  a long R i v e r  Road. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  c o n t a c t  per iod  s i t e s .  
However, t h e  presence  o f  s e v e r a l  n a t i v e  s i t e s  w i t h  Woodland per iod  
compnents ,  some h i g h  q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land and a  major f i s h i n g  
s i t e  s u g g e s t s  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  was e x t e n s i v e  i n  G i l l  dur ing  t h e  
Con tac t  p e r i o d ' .  Per iod  o c c u p a t i o n  probably c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  genera l  
v i c i n i t y  o f  v i l l a g e  o f  R i v e r s i d e  and i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Montague. 
Evidence o f  Woodland and e o n t a c t  o r  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod  o c c u p a t i o n  
has been  recovered  from t h e  former area  and t h e  b l u f f s  immediate ly  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  An a d d i t i o n a l  s i t e  w i t h  Middle and l a t e  
Woodland per iod  components has been  r e p o r t e d  f u r t h e r  e a s t  on 
an upland l o c a t i o n  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  G i l l .  A d d i t i o n a l  Zowland 
s i t e s  may have been  l o c a t e d  on t h e  lowlands a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
upper p o r t i o n  o f  F a l l s  R i v e r  and O t t e r  Brook. The most l i k e l y  
l o c a t i o n s  f o r  upland p e r i o d  s i t e s  would be Mount Herman, Stump 
H i l l ,  Barnard H i l l  and Grassy H i l l ,  a l l  o f  which are  s i t u a t e d  
admis t  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  n o r t h e a s t e r n  G i l l s  f l o o d p l a i n .  
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C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

N a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  probably occurred  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  fZoodpZains 
o f  s o u t h w e s t e r n  and n o r t h e a s t e r n .  F I sh ing  focused a t  T u r n e r ' s  
F a l l s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  R i v e r s i d e ,  Barton and Doc tor ' s  
I s l a n d s  and t h e  l a r g e r  t r a c t s  o f  f l o o d p l a i n  s i t u a t e d  i n  e a s t e r n  
G i  Z Z . Hunting probably was under taken  i n  t h e s e  Zowland 
l o c a t i o n s  a long w i t h  s c a t t e r e d  upland s i t e s .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

G i l l  appears  t o  have been  one o f  t h e  most h e a v i l y  popula ted  
areas  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  dur ing  t h e  
Con tac t  per iod .  Populous h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s  were probably 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  R i v e r s i d e  and i n  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  p a r t .  The l o c a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  most l i k e l y  
was a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Pocumtucks who i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  were 
c e n t e r e d  i n  D e e r f i e l d .  G i l l  has  e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  sur -  
v i v i n g  per iod  s i t e s  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  f l o o d p l a i n s  and a s s o c i a t e d  
h i l l s  o f  n o r t h e a s t e r n  G i l l ,  t h o s e  a d j a c e n t  t o  Tracy Mountain 
and Barton and Doctors  I s  l a n d s .  Al though moderate Zy deve loped 
n a t i v e  R i v e r s i d e  v i l l a g e  probably s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
v e s t i g e s  o f  per iod  s e t t l e m e n t .  Submerged per iod  s i t e s  may 
remain i n  B a r t o n ' s  Cove depending how e x t e n s i v e l y  t h e  cove has 
been dredged.  

P l a n t a t i o n  Period ( 1  620-1 6 7 5 )  

T r a n s p o r t b t i o n  Routes  : 

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  remained as  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  w i t h  primary con- 
n e c t i o n s  around Turners  F a l l s  from D e e r f i e l d  o v e r  P a l l  R i v e r  
fordway. Probable n o r t h - s o u t h  path  main ta ined  a s  West G i l l  
Road t o  upper C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  branch a long 
Main Road t o  Grassy H i l l .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

G i l l  probably ma in ta ined  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  through- 
o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The t o w n ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  no 
more t h a n  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  most l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
sugges ted  f o r  t h e  Con tac t  per iod  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  per iod .  The 
Mohawk a t t a c k  o f  Pocumtuck s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  c.1664 r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  number o f  v i l l a g e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  o f"Peskeomscatn  
which r e p u t e d l y  was l o c a t e d  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s .  
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C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was s c a t t e r e d  and s h o r t - t e r m .  A t  l e a s t  two 
homes were e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s h o r t  t i m e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  ou tbreak  o f  
King P h i l i p s  ' s  War ( 1 6 7 5 ) .  They were r e p u t e d l y  e r e c t e d  on 
two s e p a r a t e  lowland l o c a t i o n s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  
i n  R i v e r s i d e  v i l l a g e  and near  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t e r m i n u s  o f  R i v e r -  
Road. These  s i t e s  were abandoned w i t h  t h e  ou tbreak  o f  Anglo- 
I n d i a n  c o n f l i c t  i n  1675. 

D .  Economic Base: 

N a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  were probably s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Contac t  per iod  s e c t i o n .  The development  o f  
an e n g l i s h  marke t  fo r  n a t i v e  f u r s  l i k e l y  encouraged i n c r e a s e d  
n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g  o f  f u r  bear ing  an imal s .  

The c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  probably under took  l i m i t e d  crop produc t ion ,  
h u n t i n g  and lumber ing .  A t  l e a s t  one r e s i d e n t  was h i r e d  t o  oversee  
Zi.vestock g r a z i n g  i n  G i l l  by D e e r f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s  ( S l y v e s t e r  
1879: 11, 7 6 5 ) .  I t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k l y  any i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  G i l l  dur ing  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  Per iod .  

E .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

G i l l  appears t o  have remained one o f  t h e  primary Pocumtuck s e t t l e -  
ment s i t e s  u n t i l  t h e  Mohawk a t t a c k  o f  c .1664.  A t t empt s  should 
be made t o  de te rmine  i f  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  con t inued  i n  t h e  
remaining  years  o f  t h e  PZan3ation p e r i o d .  The c o l o n i a l  per iod  
s e t t l e m e n t  i s  poor ly  u n d e r s t o o d .  Future  r e s e a r c h  should  be 
devo ted  t o  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  d a t e  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  s e t t l e -  
ment makeup, o r i g i n s  o f  s e t t l e r s  e t c .  

V I .  CoZoniaZ Per iod  ( 1  675-1 7751 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

W e s t G i l l  Road remained a s  primary n o r t h - s o u t h  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e  
from G r e e n f i e l d  w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  loop  t o  Grassy H i l l  and Connect- 
i c u t  v a l l e y  a s  Main Road from Turners  FaZls .  Secondary roads  
o f  t h e  per iod  probably i n c l u d e d  Bassom- Cen ter  S t r e e t  as  e a s t -  
w e s t  connec tor  and R i v e r  Road t o  N o r t h f i e l d  f e r r y .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

S e v e r a l  hundred n a t i v e s  have .  c la imed t o  have occupied  t h e  n a t i v e  
v i l l a g e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  % r n e r l s  
F a l l s  (Montague) and R i v e r s i d e  i n  1675 and 1676.  However, most 
o f  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  was k i l l e d  o r  d i s p e r s e d  i n  t h e  course  o f  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  a t t a c k  on Peskeomsui t  i n  1676. G i l l  had a  smaZl pos t -  
1675 p o p u l a t i o n .  S u b s t a n t i a l  coZoniaZ s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  occur  
u n t i l  c .  1 7 7 6 .  
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u n t i l  c .  1776. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Local n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  focused on t h e  above R i v e r s i d e  v i l l a g e  
s i t e .  T h i s  l o c a t i o n  was a l s o  t h e  a i t e  o f  n a t i v e  d e f e n s i v e  
p a l l i s a d e  r e p u t e d l y  s i t u a t e d  on For t  H i l l .  As mentioned pre- 
v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  n a t i v e  s t r o n g h o l d  was d e s t r o y e d  i n  1676 by an 
E n g l i s h  f o r c e .  AT r e o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  occurred  l a t e r  i n  t h e  per iod  
was probably l i m i t e d  t o  s h o r t - t e r m  smal l  t o  moderate s i z e d  camps. 
The upheaval  o f  Anglo- Indian  c o n f l i c t  dur ing  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and 
1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s  would have made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  n a t i v e s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  long- t e rm v i l l a g e  settlement -. 
Colon ia l  s e t t l e m e n t  was poor ly  documented. The a v a i l a b l e  
secondary sources  made vague r e f e r e n c e s  t o  p o s s i b l e  c o l o n i a l  
homes b e i n g  e r e c t e d  a t  s e v e r a l  s c a t t e r e d  Zocat ions  i n c l u d i n g  
Bascom Road s l i g h l y  e a s t  o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  F a l l s  R i v e r ,  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  end o f  R i v e r  Road and on Grassy H i l l  be tween t h e  end 
o f  King P h i l i p s  War and t h e  mid-18th  c e n t u r y .  These  i s o l a t e d  
Aomesteds were occupied  f o r  o n l y  a  s h o r t  per iod  o f  t i m e  because 
o f  t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  The f i r s t  permanent c o l -  
o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p lace  u n t i l  c .1776.  

D .  Economic Base: 

The n a t i v e  occupan t s  o f  t h e  For t  H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  complex sus -  
t a i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  f i s h  caught  a t  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s ,  crops  
grown on f l o o d p l a i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l o t s ,  h u n t i n g  and cap tured  
c o l o n i a l  l i v e s t o c k .  

Co lon ia l  r e s i d e n t s  probably ma in ta ined  economic p u r s u i t s  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h o s e  mentioned i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod  d e c t i o n .  There i s  no 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  i n d u s  t r i a  Z deve lopment . 

O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

G i l l  and t h e  nearby towns o f  N o r t h f i e l d ,  G r e e n f i e l d ,  Montague 
and D e e r f i e l d  were t h e  primary l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h o s t i l e  n a t i v e  
f o r c e s  and f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a t t a c k e d  t h e  c o l o n i a l  r i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  dur ing  King P h i l i p s  War. Rksearch should  
focus on r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  dur ing  t h e  makeup o f  t h e  For t  H i l l  v i l l a g e  
and i t s  occupan t s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h e  presence o f  
two n a t i v e  " f o r g e s f f  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  P a r t s  o f  t h e  settlement may 
s t i l l  s u r v i v e  i n  R i v e r s i d e  v i l l a g e ,  Barton Cove and Doctors  and 
Barton I s l a n d .  Primary documents should  be examined for  ev idence  
o f  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  more e x t e n s i v e  t h a t  d e t a i l e d  i n  secondary 
sources Desp i t e  t h e  a r e a ' s  exposure  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k ,  t h e  
f e r t i l e  lowland o f  G i l l  may havelaem a t t r a c t i v e  enough t o  some 
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  t o  s e t t l e  i n  such  a  l o c a t i o n .  Upland s e t t l e -  
ments  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  
u n i t  i n  Zoca t ions  j u s t  a s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  and far  
l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  t h a n  G i l l  dur ing  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Per iod .  
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V I I .  Federal  Period (1 775-1830) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Loca t ion  o f  mee t ing  house a t  G i l l  c e n t e r  (1794)  c r e a t e d  secondary 
c o n n e c t o r s  t o  town common i n c l u d i n g  Boyle  and North Cross Road 
t o  Bernards ton  and Cen ter  S t r e e t  t o  West G i l l .  Other highways 
o f  t h e  per iod  i n c l u d e d  improvement o f  Main Road as  primary a x i s  
t o  Turners  F a l l s  u i t h  Mountain ~ o a d  around M t .  Pisgah and Barney 
Hale Road t o  Barton Cove. C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f e r r i e s  main ta ined  
t o  Northfield from R i v e r  Road and Otbter Run meadows. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

G i l l  was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n t i l  1793. Between 1800 ( p o p u l a t i o n  
700)  and 2 8 3 0 ,  G i l l  grew by 2 3  p e r c e n t ,  r each ing  8 6 4  i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  year .  Not u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s  would G i l l  aga in  r e p o r t  
as  many r e s i d e n t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

L o c a t i o n  o f  mee t ing  house (1794)  e s t a b l i s h e d  c i v i c  focus a t  
G i l l  c e n t e r .  Primary a g r i c u l t u r e  remained a long Main Road 
i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  meadows w i t h  expans ion  o f  upland farming 
long W t e r  Brook p l a i n  t o  Bernards ton .  Secondary s e t t l e m e n t  
ma in ta ined  a t  Turners  F a l l s  ( R i v e r s i d e )  and a long Country Road 
t o  West G i l l  and F a l l  R i v e r  v a l l e y  as  upland farming.  

D .  Economic Base: 

E n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  smal l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  on F a l l  R i v e r  and Dry Brook. The l a r g e s t  recorded 
manufactured product  i n  1 8 3 2  was t h e  home produc t ion  o f  palm- 
l e a f  h a t s  ( $ 2 9 0 0 ) ,  probably begun i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 2 0 ' s .  The 
town was no ted  f o r  r i c h  g r a z i n g  and t i l l a g e  s o i l s  and e a r l y  
deve loped a  r e p u t a t i o n  for  corn  and r y e  c r o p s .  Excess  pro- 
d u c t i o n  was s e n t  over land  t o  Bos ton  o r  t o  o t h e r  r i v e r  towns 
t o  t h e  s o r t h .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximate ly  a  dozen  houses  o f  t h e  Federal  Period 
s u r v i v e  i n  G i l l .  Most o f  t h e s e  a r e  c o t t a g e s  withcent= chimney 
p lans ;  t h e  predominance o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  form r e f l e c t s  G i l l ' s  Zate 
s e t t l e m e n t  and i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  The few houses  o f  t h e  per iod  
t e n d  t o  be l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  nou thern  h a l f  o f  t h e  town, w i t h  
examples  no ted  on Main Road a t  G 22 Cen ter ,  Grassy and Barnard 
H i l l s  and Mount Hermon. Most houses  observed  were double 
i n t e r i o r  chimney,  c e n t e r  h a l l  p lan  s t r u c t u r e s ;  t h e  prevalance  
o f  c e n t e r  h a l l  p lans  i n  combina t ion  w i t h  t h e  t o w n ' s  Zate s e t t l e -  
ment probably i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  most houses  were b u i l t  a f t e r  1800, 
i f  n o t  a f t e r  1825. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  seeming c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  
houses  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  c o t t a g e s  appear t o  have l i t t l e  focussed 
l o c a t i o n ,  w i t h  examples  found i n  d i s p e r s e d ,  d i s c r e t e  and 
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i s o l a t e d  s e t t i n g s  a c r o s s  t h e  town. Federal  c o t t a g e s  were 
observed  on Main, West  G i l l ,  Cen ter  and North Cross Roads. 
The f i n e s t  house o f  t h e  per iod  i s  a  gable  f r o n t  s i d e h a l l  plan 
s t r u c t u r e  a t  G i l l  Cen ter  w i t h  a  p i l a s t e r e d  facade end gab le  
pediment and e n t r a n c e  surround w i t h  pediment .  I t  was probably 
b u i l t  ca .  1825. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  G i l l  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
1795-1805 meet inghouse .  As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  
meet inghouse  had d imens ions  o f  50'  x  4 0 ' ;  begun i n  1795, i t  
was n o t  comple ted  u n t i l  2805. The p r e s e n t  Greek R e v i v a l  
appearance o f  t h e  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y ,  t h r e e  bay by s i x  bay 
meet inghouse  d a t e s  from an 1848 remode l l ing  i n  which a  two- 
s t a g e  b e l f r y  and s p i r e  were added. Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  M e t h o d i s t - s o c i e t y  i n  
1803, w i t h  a  meet inghouse  ( d e m o l i s h e d )  b u i l t  i n  1826 a t  G i l l  
Cen ter ,  and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  schoolhouse  i n  1793. 

ITkree schoo lhouses  s t o o d  i n  t h e  town i n  2830 

V I I I . E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  Period (1830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Main Road c o n t i n u e d  as  primary a x i s  t o  G i l l  c e n t e r  from Turner  
F a l l s  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f e r r i e s  t o  N o r t h f i e l d .  No r a i l -  
roads c o n s t r u c t e d  through  area .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

G i l l ' s  ~ ~ p u h t F o n  slowly , d e c l i n e d  u n t i l  2865, reach ing  a  low 
p o i n t  o f  635 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  year .  By 1870 t h e  town r e p o r t e d  a  
n e t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  per iod  o f  2 4  p e r c e n t .  

I n  1885, t h e  town had 53 f o re ign-born  r e s i d e n t s ,  o r  4 . 5  o f  
t h e  t o t a l  popuZation t h a t  y e a r .  Of t h e s e ,  most were from 
I r e l a n d  ( 1 6 )  o r  England ( 1 0 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

G i l l  c e n t e r  remained as  l o c a l  c i v i c  focus w i t h  primary farming 
d i s t r i c t  a long C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  a s  tobacco  produc t ion .  
Economic deve lopment  o f  Turners  F a l l s  (1867)  e s t a b l i s h e d  R i v e r -  
s i d e  a s  a d j a c e n t  s e t t l e m e n t .  Upland farming remained a c t i v e  
i n  Wsst G i l l  a long F a l l  R i v e r .  

D .  Economic Base:  

Economy remained a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  Benjamin Barton 
i s  r epu ted  t o  have made e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  r a i s i n g  s i l k  cocoons i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ' s .  A smal l  t a n n e r y  (employed two men) ,  wooden- 
ware shops (employed t h r e e ) ,  and t h e  home produc t ion  o f  palm- 
l e a f  h a t s  (180 women o c c a s s i o n a l l y  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  

I n  1865 G i l l ,  though t h e  second s m a l l e s t  town i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  
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i n  land a r e a ,  l e d  t h e  coun ty  i n  b u t t e r  produc t ion .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Perhaps as  many a s  two dozen  houses  and c o t t a g e s  
o f  t h e  per iod  s u r v i v e  i n  G i l l .  Of t h e s e ,  c o t t a g e s  are  t h e  pre- 
dominant form. Almost  a l l  o f  t h e  b u f l d i n g s  are  s imp ly  d e t a i l e d  

Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  e i t h e r  w i t h  s i d e h a l l  
o r  c e n t e r  h a l l  (doub le  i n t e r i o r  ch imney)  pans. I n  genera l  
t h e  more s u b s t a n t i a l  houses  and c o t t a g e s  a r e  Zocated a long 
Main Road n o r t h  o f  G i l l  c e n t e r .  Among t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  Zocated 
t h e r e  are  s e v e r a l  s i d e h a l l  p lan  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  r e c e s s e d  e n t r a n c e s  
and temple  f r o n t s .  Period houses  and c o t t a g e s  were observed  
on Main, Nor th  Cross ,  Boy le ,  C e n t e r ,  R i v e r  and West G i l l  Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Very l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took  p lace  
i n  t h e  per iod .  The o n l y  b u i l d i n g  known t o  have been  b u i l t  i s  t h e  
p r e s e n t  Town Ha22 (18671,  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o ~ y  Greek R e v i v a l  
s t r u c t u r s s w i t h  a  square b e l f r y .  The Town Hal l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
by b u i l d e r  E l i  Thomspon. 

IX.  Late  I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  (1870-191 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

Improvement o f  c o n n e c t i o n s  from Turners  F a l l s  t o  R i v e r s i d e  
i t h  o p n i n g  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  s u s p e n s i o n  b r i d g e  (18781.  
No s t r e e t  r a i l w a y s  c o n s t r u c t e d  through  area  a l t h o u g h  
s u s p e c t e d  omnibus o p e r a t i o n  from Turners  F a l l s  Br idge .  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f e r r i e s  ma in ta ined  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  th rough  end 
o f  per iod .  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  development  o f  R i v e r s i d e ,  Turners  F a l l s  
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  and t h e  Mount Hermon Schoo l ,  G i l l  was one o f  
he few towns i n  t h e  coun ty  t o  r e p o r t  a  r i s i n g  popuZation i n  t h e  
Late  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  r e c o r d i n g  a  growth r a t e  o f  4 5 . 6  percen t  
Between 1 8 7 0  and 1895, t h e  town grew by 65.7 p e r c e n t ,  r each ing  
a  h i g h  o f  1,082 persons  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  year .  A f t e r  1895, 
however,  t h i s  advance s t o p p e d ,  and by 1915 t h e  number o f  
r e s i d e n t s  s tood  a t  o n l y  9 5 1 .  

I n  1905, G i l l  had an immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n  o f 1 3 . 6  p e r c e n t ,  
probably a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Turners  F a l l b  m i l l  workers  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  area .  The l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  groups were E n g l i s h  
and Canadians.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Continued expans ion  o f  Turners  F a l l s  and opening o f  s u s p e n s i o n  
b r i d g e  f1878(  expanded suburban d i s t r i c t  o f  R i v e r s i d e .  C i v i c  
focus remained a t  G i l l  Cen ter  w i t h  a g r i c l t u r e  main ta ined  i n  
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  lowlands .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  Mount Hermon 
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schoo l  (c .29001 l i n k e d  Main Road s e t t l e m e n t  t o  Bernards ton .  

D .  Economic Base:  

S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  gave G i l l  an economic b o o s t  i n  t h e  l a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
per iod .  I n  t h e  1 8 6 0 r s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Con- 
n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  log  d r i v e s ,  Holmes, Wood & Co. began t h e  e x t e n s i v e  
sawmi l l s  a t  R i v e r s i d e  which f i v e  years  l a t e r  were i n c o r p o r a t e d  
as t h e  Turners  F a l l s  Lumber Company. I n  1875, t h e  lumber com- 
pany r e p o r t e d  an annual  product  v a l u e  o f  $17,000 -- a  f i g u r e  
which a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  G i l l ' s  manufactured 
product  t h a t  year .  

A second f a c t o r  i n  t h e  development  o f  G i l l  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  t h e  Turners  F a l l s  Company, and t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  o f  what was 
hoped would be an e x t e n s i v e  manu fac tur ing  c i t y  i n  t h e  l a t e  6 0 ' s  
and e a r l y  7 0 ' s .  Wi th  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  s u s p e n s i o n  b r i d g e  
c o n n e c t i n g  Turners  F a l l s  and R i v e r s i d e  i n  1878, R i v e r s i d e  
'!rapidly grew i n t o  favor among t h e  bus inessmen o f  T&nersL 
F a l l s  a s  a  p lace  o f  suburban r e s i d e n c e s ! '  Turners  FalZs a l s o  
became an i m p o r t a n t  marke t  f o r  G i l l  farm and d a i r y  produce. 
I n  1880 G i l l  was f i f t h  i n  t h e  coun ty  i n  egg produc t ion .  

The founding o f  t h e  M t .  Hermon School  i n  1881 b o t h  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  
town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  and opened up a  new marke t  f o r  farm and d a i r y  
produc t s .  The whole p l a c e ,  t h e  G r e e n f i e l d  G a z e t t e  no ted  i n  
1 8 9 2 ,  " b i d s  f a i r  t o  become q u i t e  popular a s  a  r e s o r t  o f  c i t y  
peop le .  " 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  new development  o f  t h e  
per iod  occurred  a t  R i v e r s i d e ,  which began t o  be b u i l t  up a s  a  
suburb o f  Turners  F a l l s .  A t  R i v e r s i d e ,  modest s i d e h a l l  and 
double  chimney c e n t e r  h a l l  p lan  houses  and c o t t a g e s  i n  t h e  
I t a l i a n a t e ,  s t i c k  and Queen Anne s t y l e s  began t o  be b u i l t  i n  
1870 ' s  and 8 0 ' s .  Development a t  R i v e r s i d e  con t inued  through 
t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  some t w o - s t o r y  h i p  r o o f e d ,  four 
square p lan  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses  and a  few two- fami ly  
houses  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  and a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  
E l sewhter  i n  t h e  town, r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n w a s  l i m i t e d  
t o  v e r y  modest I t a l i a n a t e  an Queen Anne c o t t a g e s ,  one t o  
two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  major i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took  p lace  
a t  Mount Hermon a f t e r  t h e  founding i n  1881 o f  t h e  Mount Hermon 
Schoo l .  Among t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e r e  be tween 1881 
and 1915 are  s e v e r a l  frame and b r i c k  Georgian and c o l c n i a l  
REvival  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  a  rock  faced g r a n i t e  Go th ic  R e v i v a l  chapel  
w i t h  an o f f s e t  oc tagona l  tower  and a  l a r g e  h i p  r o o f e d  b r i c k  
Georgian R e v i v a l  c las s room b u i l d i n g .  A t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  
& s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  s h i n g l e d ,  h i p  r o o f e d  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  R i v e r s i d e  School  ( c a . 2 9 1 0 )  was a l s o  n o t e d .  
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Commercial: The o n l y  commercial b u i l d i n g  no ted  i n t h e  town i s  a  
two-s tory  frame V t a Z i a n a t e / Q u e e n  Anne s t o r e  ( c a .  2 8 7 5 )  a t  G i l l  
C e n t e r .  

Ear ly  Modern Period (1915-193.0) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvements  o f  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  from G r e e n f i e l d  
t o  Boston w i t h  a u t o  highway Route 2 a s  Mohawk T r a i l  bypass  
around Turners  F a l l s  (1931)  i n c l u d i n g  monumental A r t  Deco con- 
c r e t e  b r i d g e s  over  t h e  c o n n e c t i c u t  a t  French King Rock and a t  
Turners  F a l l s  dam w i t h  s h o r t  span o v e r  F a l l  R i v e r .  R i v e r d a l e  
s u s p e n s i o n  b r i d g e  d e s t o r y e d  i n  1936 f lood  w i t h  p i e r s  remaining  
i n t a c t  a t  Br idge  S t r e e t .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

G i l l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e d  i n  t h e  9 0 0 ' s  i n  t h e  Ear ly  Modern 
p e r i o d ,  f i n i s h i n g  i n  1940 w i t h  a  n e t  l o s s  o f  20 persons .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

R i v e r s i d e  remained a s  suburban d i s t r i c t  o f  Turners  F a l l s  w i t h  
a - t o  highway commercial development  from Mohawk T r a i l  (Route  
2 ) .  G I 2 2  c e n t e r  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  focus  w i t h  con t inued  
expans ion  o f  Mount Hermon campus and primary a g r i c u l t u r e  a long 
C o n n e c t i c u t  Lowlands. 

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Farming was t h e c h i e f  o c c u p a t i o n ,  
w i t h  d a i ~ y i n g  and t r u c k  gardening y i e l d i n g  t h e  b e s t  l i v e l i h o o d  
(WPA G u i d e ) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred  i n  t h e  per iod .  
Some modest C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  a t  R i v e r s i d e  
A l s o  no ted  were s i m p l e  summer c o t t a g e s  a long t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R i v e r  a s  w e l l  a s  v e r y  smple c o t t a g e s  on West G i l l  and Main 
Roads. The S l a t e  L ibrary  ( 1 9 2 1 )  a  smal l  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  c o l o n i a l  r e v i v a l  e n t r a n c e ,  was b u i l t  a t  G i l l  
C e n t e r .  The o n l y  major c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o o k  p lace  a t  Mount 
Hermon School  where some dormi tory  and c lassroom b u i l d i n g s  
were b u i l t .  Among t h e s e  are  n e o c l a s s i c a l  and Georgian R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  b r i c k  a s  w e l l a s  more modes t t f rame C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
d o r m i t o r i e s  o f  Semi-domest ic  s c a l e .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  The most s p e c t a c u l a r  and s o l e  i d e n t i f i e d  a r t i f a c t  
o f  G i l l ' s  e n g i n e e r i n g  and i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  monumental 
French King Br idge ,  comple ted  i n  1932 a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Route 2 
improvements  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A t  i t s  c o m p l e t i o n  i t  was awarded 
t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  o f  S t e e l  C o n s t r u c t i o n s '  Annual Award i n  
Mer i t  f o r  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  s-beel b r i d g e .  

X I .  Sources  

" G i l l s  C e n t e n n i a l  C l e b r a t i o n " ,  Pocumtuck V a l l e y  Memorial 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  H i s t o r y  and Proceedings  3 ( 1  890-1 8 9 8 ) ,  175-21 3 .  

S tough ton ,  Ralph M . ,  H i s t b r y  z f  t h e  Town o f  G < l l ,  F r a n k l i n  
County,  Massachuse t t s  1793-1943 ( G i l l ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  (NOS, Not examined) .  
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