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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: December 1982 COMMUNITY : Goshen 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Goshen, t h e  northernmost town i n  Hampshire County, i s  dominated 
by a  s e r i e s  of moderate uplands  t h a t  comprise p a r t  of t h e  e a s t e r n  
f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Green Mountains of Vermont. Most e l e v a t i o n s  
range between 1 2 0 0  f e e t  and 1450 f e e t .  Moore H i l l  (1697 f e e t )  
l oca t ed  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  co rne r  of Goshen and Mollison H i l l  
(1601 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  s l i g h t l y  northwest  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Goshen 
extend over 1500 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l .  These uplands a r e  broken 
by a  number of swampy i n t e r v a l e s ,  most prominent of which i s  
Sea r s  Meadow, formerly  known a s  t h e  "Great Meadow Swamp," which 
o r i g i n a l l y  was t h e  s i t e  of a  l a r g e  beaver pond. Goshen l a c k s  
any major waterways. The western  p o r t i o n  of  town is  d ra ined  
by t h e  Swi f t  River  and F u l l e r  Brook which f low i n t o  t h e  Wes t f ie ld  
River.  Eas te rn  Goshen i s  dra ined  by t h e  West Branch of t h e  
M i l l f i v e r  which e v e n t u a l l y  f lows i n t o  t h e  Connecticut  River.  
The town c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  bodies  of f r e s h  wa te r ,  t h e  most prominent 
of which a r e  t h e  Highland Lakes, two l a r g e  m i l l  ponds s i t u a t e d  
i n  nor thwestern  Goshen. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Goshen was o r i g i n a l l y  included wi th  Nar raganse t t  Township Number 
4 ( C h e s t e r f i e l d )  and surveyed f o r  d i v i s i o n  i n  1739 wi th  i t s  
e a s t e r n  boundary a t  t h e  H a t f i e l d  Addi t ion (Will iamsburg).  The 
nor thern  d i s t r i c t  was surveyed a s  an a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  i n  1740 
( C h e s t e r f i e l d  Gore) wi th  a  nor thern  boundary a t  Huntstown (Ashf ie ld)  
and a  western  l i n e  w i t h  Township Number 5 (Cummington). The 
southern d i s t r i c t  formed w i t h i n  t h e  town of C h e s t e r f i e l d  i n  
1762 and t h e  no r the rn  Gore d i s t r i c t  annexed i n  1763. C h e s t e r f i e l d  
Gore was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an independent d i s t r i c t  i n  1778 and 
incorpora ted  a s  t h e  town of Goshen i n  1781, i nc lud ing  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
s e c t i o n  of  C h e s t e r f i e l d ,  which was de f ined  a s  stepped boundary 
wi th  Goshen by 1789. A smal l  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  was 
annexed from Conway i n  1785. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Goshen i s  a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on t h e  primary western  
c o r r i d o r  from Northampton t o  P i t t s f i e l d .  I t  i s  loca t ed  i n  
t h e  Berksh i re  highlands  a long t h e  upper d ra inage  of M i l l  R iver ,  
wi th  r epo r t ed  n a t i v e  t o o l  s i t e s  around Mount Rood i n  L i t h i a .  
It  was s e t t l e d  from C h e s t e r f i e l d  du r ing  t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod  
wi th  i t s  town c e n t e r  formed a t  Goshen v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  Revolution,  
inc lud ing  a  su rv iv ing  frame of a  l a t e  18 th  cen tury  meeting 
house and l a t e r  Greek Revival  c i v i c  bu i ld ings .  Limited a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t e d  on t h e  uplands w i th  e a r l y  19 th  cen tury  farmsteads  
remaining a long  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Road and no tab l e  Federa l  houses 
around t h e  town c e n t e r  on B a l l  Road and Cape Road near  Sea r s  
Meadow. Secondary development of L i t h i a  a s  a  l o c a l  c r a f t  v i l l a g e  
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occurred dur ing  t h e  mid 19 th  cen tu ry  wi th  a per iod  saw m i l l  
and houses. There was i n c r e a s i n g  advantage of r e c r e a t i o n a l  
s i t e s  by e a r l y  20th cen tury  from Northampton a long t h e  Route 
9 au to  a x i s .  Per iod summer camps su rv ive  a t  Mountain Rest 
and around Highland Lakes-DAR S t a t e  F o r e s t ,  wi th  no tab l e  Shing le  
S t y l e  houses and a n e o c l a s s i c  l i b r a r y  i n  Goshen Center .  P re sen t  
development i s  ev iden t  a s  suburban housing a long  t h e  s c e n i c  
v i s t a s  of t h e  Route 9 c o r r i d o r  t o  Highland Lakes wi th  Goshen 
Center s u f f e r i n g  from heavy t r a f f i c  volume. Out lying farmsteads  
r e t a i n  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  wi th  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  
Mountain Rest  r e s o r t  compound a t  L i t h i a .  

I V .  CONTACT P ERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  Transpor t a t i on  Routes 

There was a primary c o r r i d o r  a c r o s s  t h e  Berksh i re  uplands wi th  
connect ions  t o  t h e  Connect icut  River Val ley.  There was an 
apparent  eas t -west  t r a i l  from t h e  M i l l  River  (Williamsburg) 
which l ike ly  followed West Branch a s  Old Goshen Road - South 
Main S t r e e t  t o  Mollison H i l l  (Goshen Center)  and west  a s  Route 
9 t o  Eas t  Brook ( L i t h i a )  wi th  a probable  branch n o r t h  a s  Route 
1 1 2  around Mount Rood. Other conjec tured  t r a i l s  may have followed 
north-south from Hammond Pond a long  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Road t o  Sea r s  
Meadow. 

B .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

There were no r epo r t ed  n a t i v e  Contact  per iod  s i t e s .  Some 
undated n a t i v e  a r t i f a c t s  have been recovered from western  Goshen. 
Per iod occupat ion was probably r e s t r i c t e d  t o  smal l  t o  moderate 
s i zed  f i s h i n g  and hunt ing  encampments. L ike ly  l o c a t i o n s  would 
be t h e  uplands and i n t e r v a l e s  i n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  of  Route 
9 ,  a  primary n a t i v e  t r a i l .  

C .  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

Limited h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  may have been undertaken on 
some of  t h e  g e n t l e r  uplands ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  ad j acen t  t o  
Route 9 .  Nat ive  f i s h i n g  probably occurred i n  l o c a l  waterways 
such a s  t h e  Swi f t  River ,  E a s t  Brook, and t h e  West Branch of 
t h e  M i l l  R iver .  Hunting l i k e l y  focused a long t h e  Swi f t  River 
and E a s t  Brook and t h e  swampy i n t e r v a l e s  such a s  Sea r s  Meadow 
and L i l y  Pond. 

D .  Observat ions  

Goshen was probably a secondary resource  a r e a  f o r  t h e  heav i ly  
s e t t l e d  r i v e r i n e  v i l l a g e s  of t h e  Norwottucks l oca t ed  i n  Northampton 
and H a t f i e l d .  Regional ly ,  t h i s  a r e a  most l i k e l y  f e l l  under 
t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Pocumtucks ( cen te red  i n  D e e r f i e l d ) ,  t h e  
dominant n a t i v e  group i n  t h e  Middle Connect icut  River Val ley 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  17 th  cen tury .  The l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t a n t  a rchaeolog ica l  
evidence of per iod  occupat ion should be g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  genera l  
v i c i n i t y  of  Route 9 and Sea r s  Meadow. 
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V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

The primary eas t -wes t  r o u t e  from Northampton t o  t h e  Housatonic 
Val ley apparen t ly  was maintained a long  t h e  Route 9 a x i s  from 
t h e  West Branch of t h e  M i l l  River .  

B .  Popula t ion  

The Goshen a r e a  probably continued t o  be occupied by smal l  
t o  moderate s i z e d  n a t i v e  bands. The frequency and e x t e n t  of 
such occupat ion may haveincreased a s  a  r e s u l t  of c o l o n i a l  occupation 
of t h e  more a t t r a c t i v e  n a t i v e  r i v e r i n e  lands .  

The town lacked a  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1760s. 

C. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Native s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  were l i k e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  suggested 
f o r  t h e  Contact  per iod .  

Those i n d i v i d u a l s  t end ing  t h e  H a t f i e l d  c a t t l e  i n  Sea r s  Meadow 
may have e s t a b l i s h e d  temporary s h e l t e r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  dur ing  
t h e i r  s t a y .  

D .  Economic Base 

Native subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s  were probably b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same 
a s  t h o s e  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  preceding pe r iod .  Establ ishment  
of t h e  Anglo-Indian f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middle Connect icut  River 
Val ley very  l i k e l y  encouraged increased  n a t i v e  hunt ing and 
t r app ing  of f u r  bea r ing  animals.  

H a t f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  c u t  and s tacked  hay i n  Sea r s  Meadow p r i o r  
t o  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  (ca .1761) .  I n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  H a t f i e l d  
c a t t l e  were d r iven  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t o  feed on t h e  hay. I t  
i s  unc l ea r  i f  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  were kep t  t h e r e  throughout t h e  
win te r .  Occasional  hunt ing  o r  lumbering may have been undertaken 
i n  Goshen by H a t f i e l d  set t lers.  

E .  Observat ions  

Goshen probably continued t o  remain p r i m a r i l y  a  n a t i v e  resource  
a r e a .  Colonial  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  was l i m i t e d  because of 
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l a r g e  t r a c t s  of h igh q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
land i n  t h e  Connect icut  River  Val ley and Goshen's v u l n e r a b i l i t y  
t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

A survey of Nar raganse t t  township Number 4 i n  1739 and C h e s t e r f i e l d  
Gore i n  1740 e s t a b l i s h e d  d i v i s i o n  highways wi th  t h e  formation 
of C h e s t e r f i e l d  town (1762) ,  i nc lud ing  a  nor th-south a x i s  of 
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Cape-Chesterfield Roads and t h e  eas t -west  g r i d  of  Pond H i l l ,  Ches- 
t e r f i e l d ,  B a l l  and Wing Hi l l -Eas t  Roads. Other nor th-south 
highways followed t h e  topographic  g r a i n  a long  Wing H i l l  Road, 
Sea r s  Road and Shaw Road. The primary eas t -west  highway improved 
a s  Old Goshen Road-Main S t r e e t  (Route 9) from Williamsburg 
t o  Cummington du r ing  t h e  Revolution.  

B.  Popula t ion  

I t  i s  unc lea r  i f  Goshen had a  n a t i v e  per iod  popula t ion .  Small 
bands of h o s t i l e  n a t i v e s  may have i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
camps i n  Goshen du r ing  t h e  Ind ian  wars of  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tury .  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  Goshen's c o l o n i a l  popula t ion .  Per iod 
s e t t l e r s  were former r e s i d e n t s  of a  l a r g e  number of  Massachusetts  
and Connect icut  s e t t l e m e n t s .  A l a r g e  number moved from Middle 
Connecticut  River  towns and sou theas t e rn  Massachusetts .  Others  
were from Tisbury  and Woodstock, Connect icut  and Long I s l a n d .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Colonial  s e t t l e m e n t  was d i spe r sed  and l i m i t e d .  The f i r s t  s e t t l emen t  
d i d  no t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  ca.1761 when David S t e a r n s  and Abijah 
Tucker b u i l t  homes i n  western  Goshen, approximately one m i l e  
west of  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of Goshen. Succeeding pe r iod  se t t l emen t  
took p l ace  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  agrea  a long B a l l  Road, f u r t h e r  no r th  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Moll ison H i l l ,  and i n  no r theas t e rn  Goshen. 
Local r e s i d e n t s  probably a t t ended  church s e r v i c e s  i n  p r i v a t e  
homes o r  C h e s t e r f i e l d ,  s i n c e  Goshen lacked i t s  own meeting 
house. 

D .  Economic Base 

Colonia l  s e t t l e r s  focused p r i m a r i l y  on a g r i c u l t u r e .  Lumbering 
was probably undertaken by l o c a l  farmers  i n  a r e a  woodlands 
dur ing  t h e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  months. Per iod i n d u s t r i a l  development 
was modest. The f i r s t  m i l l  (saw) was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Reuben 
Dresser  on "Dresser  Brook" (Page Brook) p r i o r  t o  1775. John 
Williams began o p e r a t i o n  of  a  g r i s t  m i l l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  junc t ion  of W e s t  Branch and E a s t  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  l a t e  18 th  
cen tury .  A pre-1775 tannery  loca t ed  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  home 
of William H.  Webster was p u t  i n t o  ope ra t ion  by Ol ive r  Taylor .  
The s e t t l e m e n t  appears  t o  have had a t  l e a s t  one pe r iod  t ave rn .  
John Williams e s t a b l i s h e d  a  t a v e r n  on Mollison H i l l  p r i o r  t o  
1781 (Sy lves t e r  1879:1,48) . 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Only one pre-1775 house i s  known t o  surv ive  i n  
t h e  town. Th i s  i s  t h e  Chr i s topher  B a n i s t e r  House (1770),  a  
c e n t e r  chimney c o t t a g e  wi th  f ive-bay c e n t e r  en t r ance  facade 
and end gab le  overhang. 

F. Observat ions  

Goshen was one of a  number of  upland towns i n  t h e  Connect icut  
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River Val ley s tudy  u n i t  t h a t  were e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  y e a r s  
of Anglo-Indian c o n f l i c t  w e r e  coming t o  a  c l o s e .  Se t t l ement  
of t h e s e  upland a r e a s  was l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of t e rmina t ion  
of Anglo-Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  and dwindling amounts of  h igh q u a l i t y  
land i n  t h e  Connect icut  River  Val ley.  Fu ture  r e sea rch  should 
c l a r i f y  development of t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  dur ing  t h i s  
per iod .  E x i s t i n g  secondary sources  provide on ly  l i m i t e d  d a t a .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  Goshen meeting house i n  1782 e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  r a d i a l  focus  from t h e  town c e n t e r ,  wi th  an a x i s  a long Main 
S t r e e t  (Route 9 )  and connect ing highways of E a s t ,  Cape and 
C h e s t e r f i e l d  Roads. There was continued improvement of t h e  
eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  a s  Berksh i re  Road (Route 9) from Williamsburg 
t o  L i t h i a  through Goshen Center a s  Main S t r e e t .  

B.  Populat ion 

Goshen's popula t ion  peaked i n  t h e  yea r  1800 a t  724 persons ,  
a  f i g u r e  t h e  town would no t  reach  aga in  u n t i l  t h e  1970s. Only 
t h r e e  o t h e r  towns i n  t h e  county peaked a s  e a r l y  a s  1800 (Green- 
wich, Middle f ie ld ,  and Wil l iamsburg) ,  bu t  of t h e  t h r e e ,  only  
Greenwich, l i k e  Goshen, showed a  n e t  l o s s  i n  popula t ion  between 
1790 and 1830. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  Goshen's popula t ion ,  617, 
was 64 l e s s  t han  it had been 40  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The meeting house l o c a t i o n  i n  1782 e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  c i v i c  focus  
a t  Goshen Center a long  Main S t r e e t  (Route 9 ) .  A secondary 
m i l l  v i l l a g e  developed a t  L i t h i a  on Eas t  Brook, w i th  highland 
farming expanded t o  t h e  l i m i t s  a long C h e s t e r f i e l d  Road and 
around Sea r s  Meadow. 

D .  Economic Base 

I t  was p r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy i n  Goshen, a l though 
g raz ing  was more s u c c e s s f u l  t han  t i l l a g e .  Seve ra l  smal l  t a n n e r i e s  
were i n  ope ra t ion  throughout t h e  pe r iod ,  and one sumac bark 
m i l l  in tended t o  produce m a t e r i a l  f o r  expor t  t o  European morocco 
t a n n e r i e s ,  ca.1788 (though unsucces s fu l ) .  The M i l l  and Swi f t  
r i v e r s  and v a r i o u s  t r i b u t a r i e s  provided numerous small  m i l l  
p r i v i l e g e s ,  u t i l i z e d  f o r  g r i s t  and saw m i l l s  by t h e  1780s and 
1790s. Ambrose S t o n e ' s  f u l l i n g  m i l l  and c l o t h i e r ' s  shop (1780) 
was s a i d  t o  be t h e  e a r l i e s t  i n  t h e  a r ea (p reced ing  s i m i l a r  Williams- 
burg m i l l s ? ) .  S tone  l a t e r  moved t o  Williamsburg where he b u i l t  
a  woolen m i l l  on t h e  s i t e  of James 's  l a t e r  woolen m i l l .  Small 
s p e c i a l i z e d  woodworking shops were probably begun i n  t h e  1820s. 
S t o n e ' s  sawmill (1828) ,  s a i d  t o  have been t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r y  
f o r  t u r n i n g  broom handles  by machinery, a l though broom handles  
were made subsequent ly  i n  a t  l e a s t  fou r  o t h e r  shops i n  town. 
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Approximately a dozen Federa l  per iod  houses and 
c o t t a g e s ,  almost  a l l  of c e n t e r  chimney p l an ,  su rv ive  i n  Goshen. 
Cot tages  comprise a m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s .  Per iod houses 
surv iv ing  d a t e  from t h e  l a t e  1770s through t h e  end of t h e  per iod  
and inc lude  t h e  Cyrus Lyon House (1777) ,  t h e  Wi l la rd  Packard 
House (1792) ,  and t h e  Cyrus S t e a r n s  House (1812) . Per iod  s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  d i spe r sed  throughout t h e  town wi th  examples noted on Main 
S t r e e t ,  Spruce Corner,  E a s t ,  B a l l  and Beal Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Goshen1s o r i g i n a l  1782 meeting house s t ands  
on Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  I t  i s  a simple two-and- 
a-half  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  s i x  bays long by fou r  bays wide wi th  
a gab le  r o o f ;  t h e  facade f e a t u r e s  a shallow two-bay wide, two- 
s t o r y  en t r ance  wi th  double en t r ances .  The s t r u c t u r e ' s  p r e s e n t  
l o c a t i o n ,  one-s tory b e l f r y  and roof a l l  d a t e  from 1834; a f t e r  
t l - eo r ig ina l  roof was blown o f f  i n  a tornado,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
moved and r epa i r ed .  The r e p a i r s  were made by Caleb Loud of 
Westhampton, b u i l d e r  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Westhampton meeting house 
(1829).  A second Congregational  s o c i e t y ,  founded i n  1819, 

was de func t  by 1855. Also organized i n  t h e  pe r iod  was a B a p t i s t  
s o c i e t y  (1818) ,  which b u i l t  a  meeting house i n  1822; t h a t  bu i ld ing  
i s  no t  known t o  su rv ive  and t h e  s o c i e t y  disbanded ca.1850. 
Four school  d i s t r i c t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1781 and a t  l e a s t  
two schools  were b u i l t  a t  t h a t  t ime; none a r e  known t o  surv ive .  
The on ly  o t h e r  e x t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  L i t h i a  
Post  O f f i c e  (1816) ,  a  one-s tory ,  h i p  roofed bu i ld ing .  

Commercial: Two t a v e r n s  of t h e  period s t i l l  s t and .  These a r e  
t h e  Will iams Tavern (1779) and t h e  Nehemiah May Tavern (1805) . 
Both a r e  two-story c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  seven-bay 
facades .  The Will iams Tavern facade  i s  i r r e g u l a r l y  organized 
and c o n s i s t s  of a s tandard  c e n t e r  en t r ance  f ive-bay p o r t i o n  
and a two-bay p o r t i o n  wi th  c e n t e r  en t r ance .  The May Tavern 
has  seven evenly spaced bays a c r o s s  t h e  facade .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

The l o c a l  highway system remained focused around Goshen Center 
wi th  t h e  primary a x i s  a s  Main S t r e e t  (Route 9) t o  L i t h i a .  No 
r a i l r o a d s  were p r o j e c t e d  o r  cons t ruc t ed  through t h e  a r e a .  

B. Populat ion 

Goshen1s popula t ion  continued t o  d e c l i n e .  Between 1830 and 
1870 t h e  town l o s t  4 0 %  of i t s  popula t ion .  I t s  immigrant pop- 
u l a t i o n  (8 I r i s h )  amounted t o  1 .9%,  making t h e  town one of 
only  fou r  towns i n  t h e  county wi th  an immigrant popula t ion  
l e s s  than 2 % .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Goshen Center remained a s  t h e  c i v i c  focus  wi th  a s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  
extended a long  Main S t r e e t  (Route 9 ) .  Local i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  
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continued a t  L i t h i a  wi th  m i l l  r e s e r v o i r s  formed a t  Highland 
Lakes (1845) f o r  downstream manufacture (Williamsburg) . Dairy 
farming remained a c t i v e  a s  highland a g r i c u l t u r e  a long C h e s t e r f i e l d  
Road wi th  lumbering on upland s l o p e s .  

D .  Economic Base 

Goshen's l i m i t e d  wooden implement i n d u s t r y  expanded marginal ly  
i n  t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod .  Though broom handles ,  valued 
a t  $3,000 were t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  i tem manufactured i n  1837, 
i n  subsequent y e a r s  c h i l d r e n ' s  wagons, l a d d e r s ,  and a v a r i e t y  
of wooden ware were a l s o  produced. The l a r g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t o  
grow o u t  of  t h i s  was a maker of bench and fancy p l anes ,  t h e  
Union Tool Company, i n  ope ra t ion  probably only  f o r  a few yea r s  
i n  t h e  1850s. The company, near  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r ,  employed 
20 and tu rned  o u t  a product  valued a t  $20,000, according t o  
Holland. The same w r i t e r  a l s o  noted two sma l l e r  p lane  makers. 

I n  1840 Goshen f e l t  t h e  impact of i t s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n d u s t r i a l  
neighbor t o  t h e  e a s t ,  Williamsburg. The M i l l  River Reservoir  
Company was incorpora ted  t h a t  year  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  f i r s t  of 
two s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r s  f o r  Williamsburg m i l l s .  Named i n  t h e  
a c t  were Stephen Brewer and Luther C .  Clark .  The r e s e r v o i r ,  
cons t ruc t ed  t h a t  y e a r ,  i s  now Lower Highland Lake. 

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a dozen houses and c o t t a g e s ,  t h e  
ma jo r i t y  pre-1850 Greek Revival  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s t i l l  s tand  i n  
Goshen. These inc lude  roughly equa l  numbers of conse rva t ive  
c e n t e r  chimney p l an  and s i d e h a l l  p l an  s t r u c t u r e s .  One r e g i o n a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  adaptation of the c e n t e r  h a l l  p l an  should a l s o  be 
noted:  t h a t  i s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of one-and-a-half s t o r y ,  f i v e -  
bay, c e n t e r  en t r ance  facade c o t t a g e s  which inco rpo ra t e  smal l  
h a l f - s i z e  windows j u s t  below t h e  f r e i z e  i n  t h e  h a l f  s t o r y .  
Greek Revival  c o t t a g e s  w i th  f r e i z e  windows were b u i l t  i n  many 
of t h e  western  highland towns of Hampshire County i n  t h e  1840s 
and 1850s; an example i s  t h e  M e r r i t t  Homestead (1846) a t  L i t h i a .  
The s i d e h a l l  Greek Revival  George Dresser  House (1846) and 
t h e  double chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  Rufus Cowles House (1845) a r e  
t y p i c a l  of t h e  pe r iod .  A f t e r  1850, comparatively few houses 
were b u i l t  i n  t h e  town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The F i r s t  Congregat ional  meeting house was 
moved and r e p a i r e d  a f t e r  a tornado i n  1834 and underwent some 
f u r t h e r  r e p a i r s  (unspec i f i ed )  i n  1858. The B a p t i s t  meeting 
house ( b u i l t  1822) burned a f t e r  being s o l d  i n  1862. The 
only o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  known was t h e  founding of 
a Seventh Day Advent i s t  church i n  1851. 

Commercial: The Highland House b t e l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  ca.1850 
i n  an 1818 t ave rn ;  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was des t royed  by f i r e  i n  1867. 
I t s  successor ,  a l s o  t h e  Highland Hote l ,  was demolished i n  1940. 
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

There was an a t tempted improvement of t h e  eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  
wi th  a  proposed r a i l r o a d  from Williamsburg (1887).  The l o c a l  
road system remained cen te red  around Goshen v i l l a g e  a long t h e  
Route 9  a x i s .  No t r o l l e y  l i n e s  w e r e  p r o j e c t e d  o r  cons t ruc t ed .  

B.  Popula t ion  

Goshen's popula t ion  cont inued t o  d e c l i n e  f o r  most of  t h e  pe r iod ,  
a s  d i d  t h a t  of  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  h i l l  towns i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  
A momentary pause i n  t h e  d e c l i n e ,  1905-15, was no t  enough t o  
o f f s e t  t h e  n e t  l o s s  of 70 persons  over  t h e  course  of  t h e  per iod .  

The a b s o l u t e  number of t h e  town's  foreign-born r e s i d e n t s  remained 
r e l a t i v e l y  cons t an t  and n e g l i g i b l e .  

Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The c i v i c  focus  was maintained a t  Goshen Center wi th  a  secondary 
i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e  a t  L i t h i a  a long Main Road (Route 9 ) ,  inc lud ing  
a  summer r e s o r t  a t  Mountain Rest  (1902) from New York C i ty .  
Dairy farming continued a c t i v e  a long C h e s t e r f i e l d  Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

Goshen continued t o  produce some wooden ware, broom and brush 
handles ,  and bu t ton  molds f o r  much of t h e  pe r iod ,  b u t  a s  a  
gene ra l  i n d i c a t i o n  of i t s  manufacturing economy, t h e  t o t a l  
va lue  of t h e  manufactured produc ts  i n  1875 f$4,350) was t h e  
lowest  of t h e  2 3  towns i n  Hampshire County. 

Williamsburg i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  b u i l t  a  second s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r  
(now Upper Highland Lake) i n  1873, i r o n i c a l l y  a  yea r  be fo re  
t h e  c o l l a p s e  of a  s i m i l a r  dam i n  Williamsburg which wiped o u t  
much of t h a t  town's  i ndus t ry .  (Because of t h e  upper l a k e ' s  
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  watershed between t h e  M i l l  and Wes t f ie ld  r i v e r s ,  
t h e  r e s e r v o i r  r equ i r ed  a  l a r g e  d i k e  a t  t h e  nor thern  end t o  
keep water  from overflowing down t h e  Wes t f ie ld  system).  But 
i n  Goshen t h e  two s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r s  became p a r t  of t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  
of summer r e s i d e n t s  t o  t h e  town, begun a t  l e a s t  by t h e  1870s. 
Highland House, a  l a r g e  and convenient  h o t e l ,  by 1879 was "a  
f a v o r i t e  w i th  summer t o u r i s t s  who have d i scovered  how charming 
a  p l a c e  t h i s  mountain v i l l a g e  i s  i n  t h e  h o t  months of t h e  year"  
( S y l v e s t e r ) .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1902 of Mountain Res t ,  a  

miss ionary s o c i e t y ' s  summer r e t r e a t ,  marked t h e  beginning of  
summer r e s o r t  camps by i n s t i t u t i o n a l  sponsors .  

Goshen d i d  have valued mine ra l s  and g r a n i t e  q u a r r i e s ,  though 
none seemed t o  have been tapped t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t .  An i n t e r e s t  
i n  a l i th ium-bear ing  minera l  i n  t h e  1890s was r e spons ib l e  f o r  
t h e  name of  t h e  p o s t a l  v i l l a g e  L i t h i a ,  coined i n  1898. 
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E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very few houses were b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod ;  wi th  
t h e  except ion  of  summer camp development, which began a t  Mountain 
Rest  i n  L i t h i a  i n  1902 and l a t e r  around Highland Lakes, r e s i d e n t i a l  
cons t ruc t ion  was l i m i t e d  t o  a few modest one-and-a-half and 
two-story s i d e h a l l  and L-plan Queen Anne houses.  Per iod houses 
were observed on Main S t r e e t ,  E a s t  S t r e e t  and Spruce Corner 
Road. Only one house of ou t s t and ing  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was observed; 
t h i s  is  a double chimney, gambrel roofed sh ing led  Colonia l  
Revival house a t  Goshen Center .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The on ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  known f o r  t h e  
per iod  i s  t h e  John James Memorial Hal l  and L ib ra ry  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  a one-and-a-half s t o r y  n e o c l a s s i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of  f i e l d s t o n e  w i t h  a monumental Doric p o r t i c o ;  
it appears  t o  d a t e  ca.1910. I n  1901, t h e  Goshen Park Camp 
Meeting Assembly was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Commercial: Per iod commercial a c t i v i t y  included t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  
of Mountain R e s t  camp a t  L i t h i a  i n  1902 and of Camps Holy Cross 
and J o l l e e .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Continued improvement of t h e  eas t -wes t  a x i s  occurred wi th  au to  
highway Route 9 from Northampton t o  P i t t s f i e l d  through Goshen 
Center and a secondary connector  a s  Route 1 1 2  from L i t h i a  t o  
Ashf i e l d .  

B.  Populat ion 

Although Goshen's popula t ion  reached i t s  n a d i r  i n  1920 a t  224 
persons ,  it rose  on ly  s l i g h t l y  above t h a t  f i g u r e  by 1940, g iv ing  
t h e  town a n e t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of 52 persons .  

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Goshen Center  remained t h e  c i v i c  focus  a long t h e  Main S t r e e t  
a x i s  (Route 9) w i t h  summer cab ins  developed a long Lower Highland 
Lake from Northampton and DAR S t a t e  F o r e s t  (opened 1929) around 
Upper Highland Lake and Moore H i l l .  L i t h i a  remained a l o c a l  
c r a f t  v i l l a g e  wi th  d a i r y i n g  maintained on highland s i t e s .  

D .  Economic Base 

I n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern pe r iod ,  t h e  town's  major economic s t imulus  
came from t h e  growing "vaca t ion  indus t ry . "  Seve ra l  summer 
youth camps were e s t a b l i s h e d  and i n  1929 t h e  Massachusetts  
Chapter of t h e  DAR donated 1 0 2 0  a c r e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  t o  be preserved 
a s  a w i l d l i f e  sanc tuary .  When t h e  Hampshire County Reservoir  
Company th rea t ened  t o  d r a i n  t h e  Highland Lakes, t h e  S t a t e  purchased 
them and added them t o  t h e  DAR f o r e s t ,  us ing  t h e  CCC t o  develop 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  use .  The town's  permanent r e s i d e n t s  
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engaged predominantly in dairying, poultry raising, lumbering 
and maple sugaring. 

E. Architecture 

The bulk of the town's residential construction consisted of 
one-story summer cottages built around Highland Lakes in the 
1920s. In 1923, the Center School, a one-and-a-half story 
T-plan gable roofed Colonial Revival building with a pedimented 
entrance portico and central cupola, was built on Main Street 
at the town center. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General: Goshen's survey is partially completed. Most pre- 
1820 structures and probably all pre-1800 structures - residential, 
institutional and commercial - have been inventoried. Not 
recorded are later institutional buildings, notable houses 
(such as the Colonial Revival house at the town center) and 
significant areas of developemnt, including Lithia and Highland 
Lakes. 
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