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M H C  RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  September  1985  Communi ty :  Georgetown 

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

An a r e a  r i s i n g  f r o m  c o a s t a l  l o w l a n d s  i n  t h e  e a s t  t o  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  
i n  t h e  w e s t ,  Georgetown c o n t a i n e d  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  s i t e s  a l o n g  t h e  
P a r k e r  R i v e r  and a t  Whee le r  and Penn B r o o k s .  A Row ley  p a r i s h  
u n t i l  1838, a r e a  used  o n l y  f o r  g r a z i n g  u n t i l  1667,  when p e r m a n e n t  
European s e t t l e m e n t  began.  E a r l i e s t  l a n d  g r a n t s  t o  Rowley  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  a r e a  f r o m  Penn Brook  t o  P e n t u c k e t  Pond ( a n  e f f o r t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t y ) ,  b u t  b y  1700,  m o s t  s e t t l e m e n t  
a t t r a c t e d ,  i n s t e a d ,  t o  B y f i e l  d  a r e a .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  i n  1702 ( A  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  Newbury, Rowley ,  and 
George town  r e s i d e n t s ) .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  w e s t e r n  
George town  ( n e a r  p r e s e n t  c e n t e r )  b y  1729.  D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  p e r v a s i v e  t h r o u g h  e i  g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  P a r k e r  R i v e r  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a t t r a c t i n g  m i l l  
s i t e s  a t  B y f i e l d  and s o u t h  o f  George town  C e n t e r .  

By t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  George town  and p a r e n t  Rowe ly  h a d  f o l l o w e d  
w i d e l y  d i v e r g e n t  p a t h s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W h i l e  Rowely ,  an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  town,  was c o a s t a l l y  o r i e n t e d  and i t s  c l o s e s t  t i e s  t o  
I p s w i c h ,  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  e m p h a s i s  was m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and  i t s  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and t h e  towns  o f  B r a d f o r d ,  B o x f o r d ,  
Danvers ,  and H a v e r h i l l  . W i  t h  t h e  Rev01 u t i o n a r y  War e r a  began t h e  
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  s m a l l  i n d u s t r y  ( a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  shoemak ing )  i n  
Georgetown and i t s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  a  t h r i v i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
v i l l a g e .  I n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c i v i c  c o r e  s h i f t e d  f r o m  O l d  S o u t h  
Green and m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  a t  E l m  and M a i n  t o  Andover  and M a i n  
and new f o c u s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Shoe shops and s m a l l  
m a n u f a c t u r i e s  f o r m e d  n a s c e n t  i n d u s t r i a l  f r i n g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a l o n g  
E lm and C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s .  P r o s p e r i t y  and g r o w t h  a t  i t s  h i g h e s t  
b e t w e e n  1827 and 1840.  P r o d u c t s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  boom 
d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  s t i l l  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  s t r e e t s c a p e s  o f  Gab le  
f r o n t  Greek R e v i v a l  and  I t a l  i a n a t e  d w e l l i n g s  n e a r  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  
and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on M a i n  be tween  Andover  and E l m  S t r e e t s .  Between 
1840  and 1860,  r a i l  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l  Georgetown and 
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  e s c a l a t e d .  Shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  peaked  i n  
1855,  d e c l i n e d  w i t h  C i v i l  War and soon became r i v a l l e d  b y  c l o t h i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r y .  A1 t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  and 
c o m m e r i c a l  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  added t o  f a b r i c  o f  v i l l  age c e n t e r  
d u r i n g  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  had  
s l o w e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  e x p a n s i o n  f o c u s i n g  i n  a r e a s  w e s t  and n o r t h  o f  
c i v i c  c e n t e r  i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  and s t r e e t  r a i l w a y .  

W i t h  1  a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i e s  d e c l  i n e d ,  
p o p u l a t i o n  s t a b i l  i z e d  and  b u i l  d i n g  s t a r t s  p l  ummeted. The town 
began t o  assume t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p r i m a r i l y  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
commun i t y ,  many o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  now t u r n i n g  t o  p r o x i m i n a t e  
m e t r o p o l  i t a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  N o r t h  Andover  and H a v e r h i l l  f o r  
employment .  W i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  95 t h r o u g h  w e s t e r n  
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town i n  m i d - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  recommences on r u r a l  
r o a d s ,  t h e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  George town  and 
d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  b e g i n s .  The t o w n ' s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  t h r e a t e n e d ,  a n d  g r a d u a l l y  overcome,  b y  p r e s s u r e s  
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n  1702 ,  w e s t e r n  Row ley  a n d  Newbury r e s i d e n t s  j o i n e d  t o  f o r m  t h e  
B y f i e l d  p a r i s h ;  t h e  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  b o r d e r  
o f  George town  and Newbury ;  some o f  t h e  a d j a c e n t  a r e a  was i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  p a r i s h  b u t  t h e  b u l k  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n  Newbury. I n  1731,  
m o s t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  now known a s  George town  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  
t h e  w e s t  p a r i s h  o f  Row ley .  I n  1838,  a f t e r  a  c e n t u r y  o f  g r o w t h ,  
George town  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  town.  S i n c e  t h a t  
t i m e ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o l  i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  v i  r t u a l  l y  
unchanged.  

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town o f  George town  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  c e n t r a l  Essex  C o u n t y ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l  l y  , t h e  town  1  i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  New 
E n g l a n d  S e a b o a r d  Low land ,  a  r e 1  a t i v e l y  smoo th  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  
l a n d  w i t h  h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400  a n d  500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  I n  
George town ,  1  and  s u r f a c e s  a r e  i r r e g u l a r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  The s u r f a c e  g e n e r a l l y  s l o p e s  e a s t e r l y .  
W h i l e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  town,  e l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  a r o u n d  1 0 0  
f e e t  i n  t h e  w e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  a r o u n d  200 f e e t  a r e  common. Maximum 
e l e v a t i o n s  a p p r o a c h  350 f e e t .  

B e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  George town  a r e a  a r e  m a i n l y  c o m p r i s e d  o f  
Sa lem g a b b r o  d i o r i t e s  ( d i o r i t e  and g a b b r o  d i o r i t e )  i n  t h e  w e s t  and  
N e w b u r y p o r t  q u a r t z  d i o r i t e s  i n  t h e  e a s t .  Some s m a l l  a r e a s  
c o n t a i n i n g  r o c k s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  M a r l b o r o  f o r m a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  S o i l s  i n  George town  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  o r  
m o d e r a t e l y  we1 1  d r a i n e d  d e p o s i t s  be1 o n g i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The l a r g e s t  s o i l  g r o u p  i s  t h e  
H i n c k l e y - W i n d s o r - M e r r i m a c  a s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  o c c u r s  a r o u n d  
George town  c e n t e r  and i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  These s o i l s  
o c c u r  i n  deep, l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s  f o r m e d  i n  o u t w a s h  d e p o s i t s .  
I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town,  s o i l s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
P a c t o n - W o o d b r i d g e - M o n t a u k  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t .  These s o i l s  
a l s o  o c c u r  i n  deep, l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  f o r m e d  
i n  c o m p a c t  g a l c i a l  t i l l .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own  
s o i l s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  C a n t o n - C h a r l t o n - S u t t o n  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  These s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  deep, n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  
d e p o s i t s  f o r m e d  i n  f r i a b l e  g l a c i a l  t i l l .  D r a i n a g e  i n  t h e  
George town  a r e a  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  and  Penn B r o o k  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  S e v e r a l  ponds 
( P e n t u c k e t  Pond, Rock P o n d )  and w e t l a n d s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  George town  a n d  i n  Essex  C o u n t y  i n  
g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  m i x e d  g r o w t h  o f  w h i t e  p i n e ,  oak ,  c h e s t n u t ,  
p o p l a r ,  map le ,  b i r c h  and  some o t h e r  ha rdwoods  and  c o n i f e r s .  
Second g r o w t h  p a t t e r n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  
t o d a y .  These p a t t e r n s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  oak and 
c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d  a r e a s .  Some b i r c h ,  c e d a r ,  j u n i p e r  and w h i t e  
p i n e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  
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I V ,  CONTACT P E R I O D  ( 1  500-1  620)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  Georgetown a r e a  
l i k e l y  emphas ized  c o m b i n e d  w a t e r  and l a n d  r o u t e s  a l o n g  t h e  P a r k e r  
R i v e r  e a s t l w e s t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  and i n  t h e  Penn 
Brook  a r e a  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  O t h e r  c o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l s  may a l s o  h a v e  
been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  A n d o v e r  S t r e e t I N o r t h  S t r e e t  a r e a  and  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  E a s t  M a i n  S t r e e t .  

Georgetown was p r o b a b l y  i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  
I n d i a n  g r o u p  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  Saugus/Sa lem a r e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  
York  a r e a  o f  Maine.  L o c a l l y  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  
t h e  Agawam I n d i a n s .  G o o k i n  ( 1 9 7 2 )  l i s t s  ca. 3,000 men as 
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 6 1 7 - 1 9  e p i d e m i c s ,  a s  many as  
12,000 n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  These f i g u r e s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  
e x a g g e r a t e d ;  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  Georgetown a r e a  p r o b a b l y  
n e v e r  numbered more t h a n  1 0 0  t o  200  i n d i v i d u a l s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  t h a n  50 t o  1 0 0  n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  
Georgetown a r e a .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown f o r  t h e  
Georgetown a r e a .  I n  f a c t ,  f e w  s i t e s  d a t i n g  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  h a v e  
been i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  g e n e r a l  . However,  
r e g i o n a l  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  s o u r c e s  and known C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e d  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s i t e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  
p e r i o d  may be  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  George town  v i c i n i t y .  P r e f e r r e d  s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  emphas ize  c o a s t a l / e s t u a r i n e  zones  and m a j o r  
d r a i n a g e s ;  a  p a t t e r n  s i m i l a r  t o  Woodland P e r i o d  s i t e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n s .  I n  George town ,  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e s  may be  p r e s e n t  
a l o n g  t h e  bands o f  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  o r  Whee le r  Brook i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o f  t o w n  o r  a l o n g  Penn B r o o k  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  C o n t a c t  
P e r i o d  s i t e s  may a l s o  b e  l o c a t e d  a r o u n d  ponds such  a s  r o c k  and 
P e n t u c k e t  Ponds o r  o t h e r  m a j o r  w e t l a n d s .  S m a l l e r ,  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  
s i t e s  such  a s  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and b u r i a l  s i t e s  may be more common 
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

D, S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  Georgetown a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l  u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  I n  t h e  
Georgetown l o c a l e ,  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  were  p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  
s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p r a c t i c e d  b y  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  o t h e r  
e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a r e a s .  H u n t i n g  f o c u s e d  on l a r g e r  mammals 
s u c h  as d e e r ,  s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s ,  a n d  a l s o  on u p l a n d  game b i r d s  
and ducks .  F r e s h w a t e r  ponds and s t r e a m s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f f e r e d  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  f i s h  f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  
p r e s e n t l y  c o n t a i n s  a l e w i v e s  and may a l s o  have  c o n t a i n e d  shad, 
s m e l t  and  p o s s i b l y  sa lmon  i n  t h e  p a s t .  S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  
t e r r e s t r i a l  and a q u a t i c  p l a n t s  a v a i l  a b l e  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l  u a b l e  f o o d  
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r e s o u r c e .  G a t h e r i n g  may a l s o  have  i n c l u d e d  f r e s h  w a t e r  c lams ,  
a v a i l  a b l e  i n  m o s t  o f  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  ponds.  D o m e s t i c a t e  p l a n t s  such  
as c o r n ,  beans,  pumpk ins ,  squash and t o b a c c o  were  i m p o r t a n t .  The 
l o c a t i o n s  o f  n a t i v e  f i e l d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, t h e y  were  l i k e l y  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s  o r  o t h e r  w e t l a n d  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1675)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I n d i a n  T r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use  i n  t h e  Georgetown a r e a  
t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  C rude  European  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  were  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  some a r e a s  p r i o r  t o  
s e t t l e m e n t .  E a r l y  t r a i l s  w e r e  used  m a i n l y  t o  t r a n s p o r t  c a t t l e  t o  
g r a z i n g  a r e a s .  Wate r  t r a v e l  may h a v e  a l s o  been i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
Georgetown a r e a  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  p r o v i d i n g  a  c o n v e n i e n t  e a s t l w e s t  
t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  O t h e r  w a t e r  
t r a v e l  may a l s o  h a v e  been a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  Wheeler  a n d  Penn B r o o k s .  

Mos t  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  come u n t i l  a f t e r  ca .  1667  w i t h  o n l y  c a t t l e  
p a t h s  p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e .  E a r l y  roadways  i n t o  t h e  
Georgetown a r e a  l i k e l y  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  Andover  and Rowley .  A  p a t h  
o r  c a r t w a y  was p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Andover  
S t r e e t I N o r t h  S t r e e t  o r  R t .  11 3, 1  i n k i n g  t h e  Georgetown s e t t l e m e n t s  
w i t h  t h o s e  i n  Andover .  E a r l y  r o a d s  f r o m  Rowley  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
j o i n e d  w i t h  t h i s  r o u t e ,  a s  w e l l  as a l o n g  t h e  E a s t  M a i n  
S t r e e t / G e o r g e t o w n  Road c o r r i d o r  and i n  t h e  J e w e t t  
S t r e e t I W e t h e r s f i e l d  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r .  These r o a d s  were  n o t  g r e a t l y  
i m p r o v e d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

European Col  o n i  s t s  were  n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l  e d  i n  t h e  Georgetown 
a r e a  u n t i l  a f t e r  1667. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  d a t e  some Rowley  r e s i d e n t s  
had  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  town a r e a  b u t  w e r e  n o t  r e s i d i n g  t h e r e .  
Tempora ry  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
E a r l y  C o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

A f t e r  1667,  p e r m a n e n t  C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  Georgetown a r e a  
p r o c e e d e d  a t  a  s l o w  r a t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  o n l y  t w o  o r  
t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  p r o b a b l y  1  i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  By 1675 t h a t  
p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1 0  o r  p o s s i b l y  1 5  f a m i l i e s ,  o r  50 
t o  75 i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  town.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Land g r a n t s  i n  t h e  town were  g i v e n  t o  Rowley  r e s i d e n t s  as  e a r l y  as  
1652,  and w e r e  used  m a i n l y  f o r  g r a z i n g  c a t t l e .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 6 8 0 ' s  
s e v e r a l  l a r g e  l a n d  g r a n t s  were  made i n  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  P e n t u c k e t  
Pond and l a n d  w e s t  o f  Penn B r o o k .  These g r a n t s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  1666 
o r  1667 when a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  c a l l e d  t h e  " t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s "  was 
l a i d  o u t  a s  v i l l a g e  l a n d .  T h i s  t r a c t  c o v e r e d  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  
George town  w e s t  o f  Penn B r o o k ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  e a r l i e r  g r a n t s .  
I n  1667 a  s m a l l  f a r m  t o t a l i n g  l e s s  t h a n  1 0 0  a c r e s  was l a i d  o u t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  r e n t a l  o f  w h i c h  was t o  b e  u s e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  m i n i s t r y ,  and s u p p o r t e d  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r .  
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I n i t i a l  l a n d  g r a n t s  and e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e m e n t s  make i t  c l e a r  t h e  
a r e a  w e s t  o f  Penn Brook  n o r t h  t o  P e n t u c k e t  Pond was t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  
a r e a  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  S m a l l e r  l a n d  g r a n t s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  1 0 0  a c r e s  
were  p r e s e n t  b u t  l a r g e r  g r a n t s  o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  a c r e s  were  t h e  
norm r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e x c e p t i o n .  Land g r a n t s  were  made t o  Rowley  
r e s i d e n t s  p u r e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  buy  o r  
r e n t  w i t h  l i t t l e  r e g a r d  t o w a r d s  an e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  
l a n d .  Some s e t t l e m e n t  was a l s o  p r o b a b l y  made i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a  
o f  Georgetown i n  wha t  i s  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  Rowley  a r e a  o f  B y f i e l d .  
However,  b y  1675  o n l y  a  few d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  were  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  

D. Economic  Base 

G e o r g e t o w n ' s  economic  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  R o w l e y ' s  r e s i d e n t s  was 
i m p o r t a n t  l o n g  b e f o r e  a c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  C a t t l  e  r a i s i n g  was 
i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  Penn B r o o k  a r e a  where  a n i m a l  pens were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  y o u n g  c a t t l e ,  p e r h a p s  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  w o l v e s .  
The p r e s e n c e  o f  p a s t u r e  l a n d s  i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  can  b e  documented 
b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t  p o s s i b l y  i n d i c a t i n g  01 d  I n d i a n  f i e 1  ds. 

As c o l o n i s t s  s e t t l e d  t h e  Georgetown a r e a  some h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  
was p u r s u e d  b u t  t h e  c o m b i n e d  use  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y  was 
c l e a r l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t .  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  whea t  
and b a r l e y  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  c r o p s  grown as w e l l  a s  r y e  
when p o s s i b l e ;  f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e s  were  a l s o  grown. Hemp and 
f l a x  w e r e  a l s o  f o r  t e x t i l e s  and r o p e .  S a l t  marshes  a r e  n o t  
p r e s e n t  i n  George town  b u t  f a r m e r s  may h a v e  h e l d  m a r s h l a n d s  t o  t h e  
e a s t  o f  Rowley  f o r  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  s a l t  marsh  hay.  H u s b a n d r y  
c o n t i n u e d  as  an i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t .  However,  
c a t t l e  w e r e  now s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  h o r s e s ,  sheep and  s w i n e  as  
i m p o r t a n t  a n i m a l s  on f a r m s .  Oxen and f o w l  were  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a s  
w e l l  as  cows and d a i r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  

L u m b e r i n g  was i m p o r t a n t  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .  I n  1669-70,  J o n a t h a n  
H a r r i m a n  b u i l t  a  c o m b i n e d  saw and g r i s t  m i l l .  T a n n e r i e s  w e r e  
i m p o r t a n t  a f t e r  1670 a s  w e l l  as i t i n e r a n t  shoe and  c l o t h i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  f i r s t  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  1670 ( A r l i n g t o n  1 9 2 2 : 2 5 0 ) .  F u l l i n g  m i l l s  were  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  
Georgetown d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

As C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  p a t h s  and c a r t w a y s  e s t a b l  i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  P l a n t a t i o n  
P e r i o d  were  i m p r o v e d  as roadways .  E a r l y  r o a d s  were  s a i d  t o  have  
l i t t l e  r e g a r d  f o r  p u b l i c  t r a v e l .  I n s t e a d ,  a  " p r o p r i e t o r s  way"  was 
l a i d  o u t  a t  t h e  head  o f  e a c h  f a r m  g r a n t .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  e a r l y  
r o a d  m a t r i x  was a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  r i g h t  and a c u t e  a n g l e s  d e p e n d i n g  
on t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  f a r m  l o t s  and l o c a t i o n  o f  h i l l s ,  r i v e r s  and 
swamps. The f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  George town  r o a d  l a i d  o u t  f o r  p u b l i c  
t r a v e l  was E l m  S t r e e t  i n  1686,  f o l l o w e d  b y  N o r t h  S t r e e t  and  Long 
H i l l  Road i n  1713, West M a i n  S t r e e t  o r  H a v e r h i l l  S t r e e t  i n  1714 
and N e l s o n  S t r e e t  i n  1770. As l a t e  as 1770 and  1797 West and  
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N e l s o n  S t r e e t  s t i l l  h a d  g a t e s  a c r o s s  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  r o a d s  
w h i c h  had t o  b e  open and s h u t  f o r  pub1 i c  t r a v e l .  

I n  1675,  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  numbered no more t h a n  10  t o  1 5  
f a m i l  i e s .  T h i s  number i n c r e a s e d  s l o w l y  such  t h a t  b y  1700  t h e r e  
were  o n l y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  f a m i l i e s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  town ,  a b o u t  
80% i n  t h e  B y f i e l d  a r e a .  By 1 7 3 0  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  more 
t h a n  d o u b l e d  f o r m  t h e  1 7 0 0  f i g u r e s  as 44 r e s i d e n t s ,  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  
G e n e r a l  C o u r t  t o  b e  s e t  o f f  as  a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h .  I n  t h e  1 7 3 0 1 s ,  
an e p i d e m i c  o f  t h r o a t  d i s t e m p e r  was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Rowley  
s e t t l e m e n t s .  I n  t h e  New Rowley  o r  Georgetown a r e a  46 c h i l d r e n  
were  r e p o r t e d  t o  d i e  b e t w e e n  1735-36,  a b o u t  o n e - e i g h t h  o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  Georgetown was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as a 
t o w n s h i p  i n  1775 s o  s e p a r a t e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  
town i n  t h e  1765  o r  1775  c e n s u s  r e p o r t s .  However,  u p  t o  250 t o  
300 p e o p l e  may have  been p r e s e n t  b y  t h a t  d a t e .  

The f i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  i n  
1732.  I n  1754 s e v e r a l  c h u r c h  members w i t h  d rew f r o m  t h e  c h u r c h .  
By 1757  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  c h u r c h  members became known as s e p a r a t i s t s  
and began h o l d i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  c h u r c h  a t  H a l e ' s  c o r n e r ,  t h e n  i n  
B r a d f o r d  now i n  G r o v e l a n d .  T h i s  g r o u p  began t o  be  c a l l e d  
A n a b a p t i s t s  and r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  
i n  1781 i n  Georgetown.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Georgetown c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o c u s  i n  t h e  
w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own  f r o m  t h e  Penn Brook n o r t h  t o  P e n t u c k e t  
Pond and t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  B y f i e l d  a r e a .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  m o s t  George town  r e s i d e n t s  made t h e  l o n g  j o u r n e y  t o  Rowley  
t o  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  on t h e  Sabba th .  Some r e s i d e n t s  a l s o  c h o s e  t o  
w o r s h i p  and mee t  i n  B r a d f o r d  o r  Newbury. By 1700  a t  l e a s t  80% o f  
G e o r g e t o w n ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n  t h e  e a s t  and  i n  1702 t h e  Rowley  
r e s i  d e n t s  o f  B y f  i e l  d  v o l  u n t a r i l y  j o i n e d  w i  t h  t h e i  r Newbury 
n e i g h b o r s  f o r m i n g  B y f i e l d  P a r i s h .  I n  1702 a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was 
b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  Jackman and Warren S t r e e t  on t h e  town  
1  i n e  be tween  George town  and Newbury. S e t t l  ement  r e m a i n e d  
d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

W h i l e  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Georgetown was t h e  
p l  anned a r e a  by  Rowley  r e s i d e n t s ,  a c t u a l  h a b i t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l o c a l e  
was s l o w  p r i o r  t o  1700.  Between 1700 and  1 7 3 0  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  r a p i d  r a t e .  I n  1729 a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  on 
a  l o t  b e l o w  Penn B r o o k  i n  M a i n  S t r e e t .  T h i s  a r e a ,  a l s o  known as 
New Rowley  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  as t h e  Second P a r i s h  i n  Rowley  i n  
1731.  I n  1 7 6 8  t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  was s o l d  
t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  and r e b u i l t  a t  H a l e ' s  c o r n e r .  A second  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  o r  t h e  01 d S o u t h  M e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  769)  
was b u i l t  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  M a i n  and  E l m  S t r e e t s .  T h i s  a r e a  a r o u n d  
t h e  c h u r c h  and  i t s  g r e e n  was t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t e r  o f  town.  
However,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  i n  b o t h  New Rowley  and B y f i e l d  was 
s t i  11 d i s p e r s e d .  
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A t  l e a s t  f o u r  s c h o o l s  were  b u i l t  i n  George town  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
P e r i o d .  The f i r s t  was b u i l t  i n  1739  one h i l l  n e a r  "The Sear1  
p l a c e " .  The second  was b u i l t  i n  1745  between " M r .  C h a n d l e r ' s  and 
M r .  B u c k e l b u n k s  b r o o k " .  I n  1753  a  t h i r d  s c h o o l  house  was b u i l t  
n e a r  M i l l  S t r e e t .  Schoo l  was h e l d  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  t i m e  i n  each 
s c h o o l  house.  Somet ime b e f o r e  1776,  a  f o u r t h  s c h o o l  house  was b u i l t  
on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  a t  Brook S t r e e t .  

D. Economic Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  i m p o r t a n t  i n  Georgetown 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  I n d i a n  c o r n  became 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  w h i l e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c a t t l e  p r o b a b l y  
d i m i n i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r y  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n c r e a s e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  From 1715-18  t h e  P l u m e r  C l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b u s i n e s s  
was o p e r a t e d .  I n  1722  an i r o n  works  was b u i l t  b y  S. B a r n e t t  a t  
t h e  u p p e r  end o f  Rock Pond. I r o n  o r e  m i n i n g  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  
t h e  s e v e r a l  bogs and ponds t h r o u g h o u t  Georgetown.  I n  1732  t h e  
S p o f f o r d  saw m i l l  was b u i l t  on a  s t r e a m  w h i c h  has an o u t l e t  on t h e  
P a r k e r  R i v e r  above S c r a g g s  Pond. The P a r k e r  R i v e r  a r e a  was 
r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  I n  1770  a  c a n a l  was dug b e l o w  
P e n t u c k e t  Pond f o l l o w e d  l a t e r  b y  a  dam b e l o w  M i l l  S t r e e t  where  a  
g r i s t  m i l l  was b u i l t .  A l s o  i n  1770,  t h e  t o w n ' s  second  g r o c e r y  
s t o r e  was opened. The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War was c l e a r l y  a  b o o s t  t o  
G e o r g e t o w n ' s  economy. I n  1775  E l  e a z e r  S p o f f o r d  e s t a b l  i s h e d  a  w i r e  
p u l l i n g  m i l l  n e a r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  saw m i l l ,  The y e a r  1775 a l s o  saw 
t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  C h a p l i n  r o p e  w a l k ,  t h e  Burpee  f l a x  m i l l  and t h e  
S p o f f o r d  s n u f f  m i l l .  S e v e r a l  s m i t h i e s  were  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  
as m a l t  houses.  M o l a s s e s  was a l s o  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  c o r n  s t a l k s  
and w a t e r m e l o n s .  No e v i d e n c e  o f  s h i p b u i l  d i n g  i s  p r e s e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The t o w n ' s  p e r i o d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  
l a r g e ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  house.  These h o u s e s  ( a b o u t  1 0 )  a r e  a l l  2  & 
1 1 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  and a l l  b u t  one ( a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  s a l t b o x )  
h a v e  s y m m e t r i c a l  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s ;  mos t  h a v e  s y m m e t r i c a l  f i v e - b a y  
f a c a d e s  t h o u g h  one t h r e e - b a y  and  t w o  f o u r - b a y  examp les  a r e  known. 
L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  
G e o r g i a n ,  l a r g e  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  p a i r s  o f  i n t e r i o r  
c h i m n e y s  b e h i n d  t h e  s y m m e t r i c a l  f i v e  bay  f a c a d e ,  a b o u t  5  d a t e  f r o m  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  t h e  a r e a  now Georgetown 
was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  B y f i e l d  p a r i s h  i n  1702,  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  
unknown, The second  was c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  Second 
o r  West P a r i s h  Rowley ,  i n  1729;  l i t t l e  i s  known o f  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  
b u t  i n  1731 g a l l e r i e s  were  added  and  i n  1744 i t  was p a i n t e d  r e d ;  
t h e  house  was r e p a i r e d  i n  1 7 6 0  and p e d i m e n t s  w e r e  added o v e r  t h e  
d o o r s .  A second  house  f o r  Second o r  West P a r i s h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1769 w i t h  an 1 1  ' s q u a r e  s t a i r  t o w e r  as w e l l  as an 8 '  s q u a r e  
t o w e r  and s p i r e  whose t o p p i n g  w e a t h e r v a n e  was s a i d  t o  r e a c h  2 0 2 '  ; 
t h e  f i r s t  house was s o l d  t o  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t s  who r e b u i l t  i t  i n  
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B r a d f o r d .  The town  v o t e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  s c h o o l  i n  1737,  and  
measurements  were  t o  b e  2 0  x  1 6  f e e t  w i t h  8  f o o t  s t u d s ;  a second  
was v o t e d  i n  1745 and  a  t h i r d  i n  1753.  

V I I .  FEDERAL P E R I O D  ( 1  775-1830)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Many Georgetown r o a d s  were  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  opened ( f r e e  o f  g a t e s )  
b y  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  o p e n i n g ,  among them N o r t h ,  M i l l  and  J a c o b s  
S t r e e t s ,  West S t r e e t  t o  O l d  Salem Road, E a s t  and C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s .  
S i n c e  r o a d s  bounded l a n d  d i v i s i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e f i n e d  p a t h s  o f  
t r a v e l ,  s e v e r a l  r i g h t  a n g l e  r o a d s  emerged i n  George town  i n  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  however ,  
" t h r o u g h w a y s "  b e t w e e n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p r o v e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The B a p t i s t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  meet  as  a  b r a n c h  o f  H a v e r h i l l  ' s  c h u r c h  
i n  B y f i e l d  w i t h  n e i g h b o r s  f r o m  Rowley,  B r a d f o r d ,  and Newbury u n t i l  
a  s e p a r a t e  c h u r c h  was fo rmed i n  1785.  Many p r e a c h e r s  o f  e m e r g i n g  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  v i s i t e d  t h e  town i n c l u d i n g  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t s ,  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  U n i t a r i a n s ,  a n d  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  s u c c e s s ,  
U n i v e r s a l i s t s .  A s o c i a l  L i b r a r y  was f o r m e d  i n  1806, f o l l o w e d  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b y  a  Lyceum. The t e m p e r a n c e  movement f o u n d  
f o l l o w e r s  a f t e r  1815,  and a  s o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1829. The town 
was r e p o r t e d l y  F e d e r a l i s t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t s .  The 
N o r t h  Essex B r i g a d e  m u s t e r e d  o n  P i l l s b u r y  P l a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  1820s.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

By 1795  t h e r e  w e r e  60 houses i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  New Rowley  (now 
George town  1. A1 t h o u g h  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  q u a d r a n t  c l a i m e d  p e r h a p s  
t h e  t o w n ' s  h i g h e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y ,  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  r e m a i n e d  common. The m e e t i n g h o u s e s  i n  B y f i e l  d  P a r i s h  
( 1 7 4 6 )  and  i n  George town  C e n t e r  ( 1 7 7 0 )  s t i l l  had  f a i l e d ,  b y  1795 ,  
t o  a t t r a c t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l  u s t e r i n g  i n  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t i e s .  

By 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 3 0  t h e  town h a d  e n t e r e d  a  phase  o f  r a p i d  g r o w t h .  
D e s p i t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a t  E l m  and E a s t  Main ,  i t  
was a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  Andover ,  M a i n  and N o r t h  S t r e e t s  t h a t  an 
e a r l y  f o c u s  o f  c i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  d e v e l o p e d .  S e v e r a l  
s t o r e s  were  r e b u i l t  a t  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades o f  
t h e  c e n t u r y ;  a  second  s c h o o l  opened n e a r b y  on Andover  S t r e e t  (now 
S o l d i e r ' s  Monument ) ;  a  s c h o o l  ( b y  1 7 9 5 )  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  c h u r c h  
( 1 8 2 9 )  and a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  ( 1 8 2 9 ) .  A l l  w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  a  
n o r t h / s o u t h  a x i s  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  Andover  and C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s  up t o  
N o r t h  and  Pond S t r e e t s .  S e v e r a l  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  o p e r a t e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  w e s t  and  n o r t h  o f  t h i s  e m e r g e n t  l i n e a r  f o c u s .  A 
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  boom commenced. A1 t h o u g h  t h e  peak y e a r s  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  1827  t o  1840,  b y  p e r i o d ' s  end two  
c o n f l i c t i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c i  w e r e  a p p a r e n t ,  one a t  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( E l m  and  M a i n  a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  town c e n t e r )  a n d  t h e  
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o t h e r ,  o n  M a i n  and A n d o v e r  S t r e e t s  a t  t h e  new c e n t e r  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  When George town  r e c e i v e d  i t s  f i r s t  P o s t  O f f i c e  i n  
1824,  i t  t o o ,  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  t o w n ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  hub a t  Andover  
and Ma in .  

D. Economic  Base 

R e s i d e n t s  o f  Georgetown engaged i n  f a r m i n g ,  p r o b a b l y  p r o d u c i n g  
d a i r y  goods,  g r a i n s ,  e t c .  T h e r e  was a l s o  e x t e n s i v e  a n i m a l  
s l a u g h t e r i n g  f o r  mea t  a n d  f o r  t h e  h i d e s ,  

The p e r i o d  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  when m a n u f a c t u r e d  
goods were  n o t  e a s i l y  a t t a i n e d  f r o m  a b r o a d ,  was one i n  w h i c h  many 
s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  e s t a b l  i shed w a t e r - p o w e r e d  m i l l s  i n  
Georgetown,  The l a r g e s t  saw and g r i s t  m i l l  i n  George town  was 
o p e r a t e d  b y  C o l o n e l  D a n i e l  S p o f f o r d  a f t e r  1778  on t h e  s i t e  o f  an 
e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s a w m i l l  on a  P a r k e r  R i v e r  o u t l e t  and  r u n  b y  
Deacon Abner  S p o f f o r d ,  g r o u n d  3000 b u s h e l s  o f  g r a i n  ( g r o w n  b y  
l o c a l  f a r m e r s )  i n  one y e a r .  T h e r e  was a l s o  a  ma1 t m i l l ,  r u n  b y  
Deacon S t e p h e n  M i g h i l l ,  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a l e ,  a  f l a x  m i l l ,  where  
t h e  Burpee  f a m i l y  b r o k e  f l a x  b y  w a t e r  power  f o r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ,  
and a  s n u f f  and m o l a s s e s  (made f r o m  c o r n - s t a l k s  and w a t e r m e l o n s )  
m i l l  o p e r a t e d  b y  J e r e m i a h  S p o f f o r d .  A f o u r t h  S p o f f o r d ,  E l e a z e r ,  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  w i r e  p u l l i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  1775. O t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  F e d e r a l  George town  i n c l u d e d  " c l o t h i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g " ,  begun  b y  Samuel N o r r i s  i n  1 7 8 0  and c o m m e r c i a l  
c h a r c o a l  b u r n i n g  w h i c h  was an i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s  i n  George town  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

The l a r g e s t ,  t h o u g h  b y  n o  means t h e  o n l y ,  e a r l y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
a c t i v i t y  i n  Georgetown c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  shoemak ing  and t h e  
i n t e g r a l l y - r e 1  a t e d  p r o c e s s  o f  t a n n i n g  and  c u r r y i n g  1  e a t h e r .  As 
e a r l y  as  1780,  t h e  H a r d y  b r o t h e r s ,  Westen a n d  P h i n e a s ,  w e r e  
o p e r a t i n g  a  t a n y a r d  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  H a r r i m a n  m i l l  on Rock 
B r o o k ,  a  t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r ,  o f f  o f  M i l l  S t r e e t .  
D u r i n g  t h e  same y e a r  C a p t a i n  B e n j a m i n  Adams opened a  t a n y a r d  on 
Salem Rd. ( c u r r e n t l y  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t . )  T h i s  t a n y a r d  was owned 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b y  C o l o n e l  J o h n  K i m b a l l  who i n  1825  t a n n e d  
c u r r i e d  o v e r  4000 S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  h o r s e  h i d e s .  By 1782, t h e r e  were  
seven  o t h e r  t a n n e r i e s  ( a  t o t a l  o f  n i n e ) ,  w h i c h  were  p r o b a b l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  as w e l l .  B a r k  f o r  t a n n i n g  was 
g r o u n d  a t  C a p t a i n  W i l l i a m  P e r l e y ' s  b a r k m i l l  b y  1782.  He s o l d  b a r k  
t o  t h e  e i g h t  o t h e r  t a n n e r i e s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  h i s  t a n - y a r d  
b e i n g  t h e  n i n t h .  O t h e r  t a n n e r s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d e d  Deacon Soloman N e l s o n  whose t a n n e r y  was 
o n  N e l s o n  S t r e e t ,  M a j o r  J e r e m i a h  N e l s o n ,  who o p e r a t e d  a  v e r y  l a r g e  
t a n n e r y  on Elm S t r e e t  f r o m  1825-1845,  D a n i e l  C l a r k ,  whose t a n n e r y  
o n  N o r t h  S t r e e t  was one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Georgetown,  a n d  Henry  
H i l l i a r d  and Sons, who p u r c h a s e d  t h e  C l a r k  p r o p e r t y  i n  1803  and 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  t a n y a r d  u n t i l  1903.  

Some o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  shoemakers  i n  Georgetown were  t a n n e r s  who 
gave  o u t  t h e  l e a t h e r  t o  a r e a  f a r m e r s  who t h e n  " w o r k e d  u p "  t h e  
u p p e r  and u n d e r  s t o c k  i n t o  b o o t s  and shoes.  However t h e  f i r s t  
shoes made f o r  s a l e  w e r e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  Deacon Thomas M e r r i l l  who 
w i t h  h i s  t w o  sons a l s o  m a n u f a c t u r e d  n a i l s  i n  a  b l a c k s m i t h  shop 
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n e x t  t o  h i s  house,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  The L i t t l e  
B r o t h e r s  began m a k i n g  b o o t s  and shoes i n  a  b u i l d i n g  n e a r  t h e  o l d  
S o u t h  Green,  on  E l m  S t r e e t  i n  1810. By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
L i t t l e ' s  were  s h i p p i n g  shoes  as f a r  away as  P i t t s b u r g .  Amos 
Tenney began m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t h e  George town  h e a v y  b o o t  and b r o g a n  i n  
1811.  T h e i r  p r o d u c t s ,  h a v i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  as t h e  
" s t a n d a r d "  heavy  b o o t ,  was made c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  more t h a n  50 
y e a r s .  A n o t h e r  shoe maker ,  B e n j a m i n  W i n t e r ,  began m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
b o y s  b r o g a n s  i n  1818.  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  1830,  i t  i s  
s a i d  t h a t  " t h e r e  was s c a r c e l y  a  f a r m h o u s e  o r  any  o t h e r  house  b u t  
t h a t  w h i c h  had  i n  i t s  b a c k y a r d  a  12 x  12  f o o t  shoe shop."  
( A r r i n g t o n ,  ed., 122 :251  1 .  The shoe peg was i n v e n t e d  b y  P a u l  
P i l l s b u r y  i n  1815  "by  some k i n d  o f  a  c r u d e  m e c h a n i c a l  d e v i c e . "  
E v e n t u a l l y  P i l l  s b u r y  d e v i s e d  a  m a c h i n e  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s ,  
t h e  f i r s t  o f  w h i c h  was used  t o  make pegged shoes a t  George 
T e n n e y ' s  f a c t o r y  ( d a t e  unknown) .  O t h e r  uses  o f  t a n n e d  h i d e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
h o r s e - c o l l  a r s ,  h a r n e s s e s  and s a d d l e b a g  b y  B e n j a m i n  Wa l l  i n g f o r d  
J r .  Ben W a l l i n g f o r d ,  and  h i s  f a t h e r  had p r e v i o u s l y  been engaged 
i n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c h a i s e  m a k i n g  b u s i n e s s .  A l s o  M r .  Bu rbank  was 
m a k i n g  C h a i s e s  a t  " t h e  C o r n e r "  b e f o r e  1800.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A  g r e a t e r  number o f  h o u s e t y p e s  s u r v i v e  f r o m  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  s i z e  and 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o p t i o n s .  A s m a l l  number o f  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  houses  w e r e  b u i l t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  
h i p - r o o f e d ,  N a t h a n i e l  Ne l  son house  o f  1797.  S i m i l a r l y  s m a l l  
numbers o f  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  ch imney  houses  a l s o  
d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  As t h e  t h r o u g h  passage  came t o  d o m i n a t e  
p l a n n i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  p a i r s  o f  c h i m n e y s  o v e r t o o k  t h e  c e n t r a l  
c h i m n e y  i n  p o p u l a r i t y .  I n  l a r g e  houses  o f  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s ,  
f i v e - b a y s  and d o u b l e  p i l e  p l a n ,  i n t e r i o r  ch imneys  p e r s i s t e d ,  
t h o u g h  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  c h i m n e y s  were  n o t  unknown. Somewhat s m a l l e r  
houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  s i n g l e  p i l e  d e p t h ,  s i n g l e p i l e  w i t h  e l ,  
o r  L - p l a n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  t a l l  and n a r r o w  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  
p e r i o d  a e s t h e t i c .  H e r e  ch imneys  m i g h t  be p l a c e d  on r e a r  o r  end  
w a l l s ,  o r  be tween  f r o n t  rooms and r e a r  e l l s .  Rear  w a l l  examp les  
were  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  p o p u l a r ,  and a b o u t  a  dozen were  n o t e d .  A l a r g e  
b r i c k  house  w i t h  p a i r e d  e x t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s ,  f i v e - b a y s ,  2  & 1 1 2  
s t o r i e s  a p p a r e n t l y  d a t e s  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  F a s h i o n a b l e  h i p  r o o f s  
a r e  known i n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  examp les  as w e l l  
as  L - p l a n s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n  1785,  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  o f  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t ,  now 
known as  B a p t i s t s ,  was moved f r o m  B r a d f o r d  back  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
New Rowley .  A new house  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1829,  4 5 '  b y  3 5 ' ,  
g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  r o u n d  headed  o p e n i n g s  and an I t a l  i a n a t e  
e n t r y  p o r c h .  
The Second o r  West P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  u n d e r w e n t  e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s  
i n  1816,  when a  R e v e r e  b e l l  was p u r c h a s e d ;  s t o v e s  were  i n s t a l l e d  
i n  1822. 
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I n d u s t r i a l :  Wate r -powered  saw and g r i s t  m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  S e v e r a l  " t e n - f o o t e r "  shoe shops and t a n n e r i e s  were  
e s t a b l  i s h e d .  No known s u r v i v a l s .  

V I I I .  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

U n t i  1  m i  d - c e n t u r y ,  s t a g e  c o a c h e s  t o  Lowel  1  / N e w b u r y p o r t  a n d  
Sa l  e m / H a v e r h i l l  p r o v i d e d  Georgetown i t s  s o l e  means o f  pub1 i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Between 1 8 4 0  and 1 8 6 0  t h e  r a i l r o a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  
town when c o m m u n i c a t i o n  was opened  d i r e c t  v i a  Danvers  w i t h  
N e w b u r y p o r t ,  H a v e r h i l l ,  and  B o s t o n .  The H a v e r h i l l  b r a n c h  j o i n e d  
t h e  Danvers  and N e w b u r y p o r t  r a i l r o a d  a t  t h e  Georgetown s t a t i o n  
( i m m e d i a t e l y  s o u t h  and  w e s t  o f  t h e  town c e n t e r ) .  O t h e r  s t a t i o n s  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  S o u t h  Georgetown and a t  B y f i e l d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The f i r s t  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  f o r  George town  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  1840,  a 
t o t a l  o f  1540.  I t  e x p a n d s  b y  35.5% by  p e r i o d ' s  end t o  2088,  
a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade.  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1855 was 9.3% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a l m o s t  
e n t i r e l y  I r e l a n d - b o r n .  The p r o p o r t i o n  f e l l  t o  6.7% i n  1865,  b u t  
t h e  n a t i v i t i e s  r e m a i n e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I r i s h ,  among whom t h e  
d e c r e a s e  was l a r g e l y  f e l t ,  and  s m a l l  numbers o f  Canad ians ,  
E n g l i s h ,  and S c o t s .  

Women o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r m e d  a  B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y  i n  
1834.  W i t h  B e e c h e r s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  1857 a  g r o u p  c h a l l e n g i n g  h i s  
o r t h o d o x y  w i t h d r e w ,  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  c h a p e l ,  f o r m i n g  a  
s e p a r a t e  c h u r c h  i n  1864,  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  own c h u r c h  t w o  
y e a r s  l a t e r .  B a p t i s t  women f o r m e d  t h e i r  m o r a l  r e f o r m  s o c i e t y  i n  
1834,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n t i  - s l a v e r y .  New d e n o m i n a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
f i n d  c o n v e r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Mormons, S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  C h r i s t i a n  
u n i o n i s t s ,  and t h e  p u r i  f i c a t i o n i s t  Come-outers .  Roman C a t h o l i c  
masses were  s a i d  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1849. The L a f a y e t t e  g u a r d s ,  p o p u l a r  
d u r i n g  t h e  1830s,  d i s b a n d  i n  1843 ;  t h e  C i t i z e n ' s  g u a r d  was f o r m e d  
i n  1858.  The temperance  movement r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e  a s  
W a s h i n g t o n i a n s ,  t h e  Band o f  Hope, and Good Temp la rs .  Masons 
f o r m e d  a  l o d g e  i n  1867,  Odd F e l l o w s  i n  1868.  The town  was 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  Whig and R e p u b l i c a n .  A  h i g h s c h o o l  was f o r m e d  i n  
1856.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The e a r l y  f o c u s  a t  E l m  and  M a i n  S t r e e t s  a p p e a r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  
s y m b o l i c  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  t h e r e  b e i n g  
e n l a r g e d  i n  1845. B u t  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  a t  Andover  and M a i n  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  m o s t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  1856 G e o r g e t o w n ' s  
f i r s t  town house  was b u i l t  on  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church 
( a t  S c h o o l  and A n d o v e r  S t r e e t s ) ;  1867,  t h e  Wooden Mason ic  B u s i n e s s  
B l o c k  was b u i l t  a t  N o r t h  and Main .  A t  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  o r n a m e n t a l  
t r e e s  were  p l a n t e d  t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l  Georgetown.  
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The heyday  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  1839. Over  50 
b u i l d i n g s  were  e r e c t e d  i n  t h a t  y e a r  a l o n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on  E l m  
S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  and on M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town  
c e n t e r .  

By t h e  p e r i o d ' s  end, and  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  a  p a t h  o f  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  w e s t  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  c i v i c  a x i s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i n a l l y  j o i n e d  t h e  c i v i c / c o m m e r i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  
George town  C e n t e r .  D w e l l i n g s  now d e n s e l y  l i n e d  n o r t h ,  w e s t  and 
e a s t  M a i n  and A n d o v e r  S t r e e t s  as t h e y  c o n v e r g e d  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
c e n t e r .  R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  h a d  begun t o  move 
o u t w a r d ,  a l o n g  Pond S t r e e t  ( t o  t h e  n o r t h )  a l o n g  w e s t  and  e a s t  Ma in  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o l l o w i n g  C e n t r a l  and  E l m  S t r e e t s  ( t o  t h e  
s o u t h  1. W h i l e  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n g r e g a t e d  a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r ,  and t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s  r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s  
j u s t  b e y o n d  them, i t  was t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  down C e n t r a l  and E lm 
S t r e e t s ,  t h a t  many o f  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  s m a l l  shoe shops a n d  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were  a t t r a c t e d .  U n l i k e  t h e  s m a l l e r  and more  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l y - o r i e n t e d  Rowley  and B o x f o r d ,  a  f u n c t i o n a l  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  h a d  a1 r e a d y  begun i n  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
Georgetown.  

D. Economic  Base 

By 1 8 4 0  George town  was p r i n c i p a l l y  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  town.  Shoe 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  o f  t h i s  g r o w t h .  I n  1839,  
t h e r e  w e r e  27 shoe f a c t o r i e s  and  s e v e r a l  shoe shops p r o d u c i n g  more  
t h a n  200,000 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and shoes and p r o b a b l y  e m p l o y i n g  
a r o u n d  400 p e o p l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e  t a n n e r i e s .  From 
1832  t o  1839  "George town  and t h e  l a r g e s t  r a t i o  o f  p e o p l e  engaged 
i n  t h e  shoe i n d u s t r y  o f  a n y  t o w n  i n  t h e  coun t ry , , .  ( a n d )  was t h e  
l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  o f  m e n ' s  and b o y s  heavy  b o o t s  and shoes i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "  ( A r r i n g t o n  1922 :254) .  The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  peak 
o f  shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  came a r o u n d  1855.  I n  t h a t  y e a r  595 men and 
women p r o d u c e d  a l m o s t  350  t h o u s a n d  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and shoes.  
D e s p i t e  a  s l i g h t  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War ( G e o r g e t o w n ' s  shoes 
were  s h i p p e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  New Y o r k ,  B a l t i m o r e ,  N o r f o l k  and 
C h a r l e s t o n )  t h e  shoe i n d u s t r y  w o u l d  r e b o u n d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p e r i o d .  

As t h e  i n d u s t r y  g rew,  baggage-wagons made t h e  t r i p  t o  B o s t o n ,  
r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  West I n d i a  goods s o l d  i n  s e v e r a l  s t o r e s .  One such  
s t o r e ,  "The West I n d i a  and Dry Goods S t o r e " ,  was r u n  b y  t h e  
L i t t l e  b r o t h e r s ,  who a l s o  m a n u f a c t u r e d  shoes,  and a c t u a l l y  
b a r t e r e d  much o f  t h e i r  m e r c h a n d i s e  t o  a r e a  f a r m e r s  i n  exchange f o r  
shoes m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  t h e s e  f a r m e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  o f f - s e a s o n .  W i t h  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  i n  Rowley  a r o u n d  1841,  
h o r s e - d r a w n  wagons w e r e  used  t o  make t h e  s h o r t  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  
Rowley  d e p o t ,  and i n  1849  t o  t h e  1  o c a l  d e p o t .  

Among t h o s e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  shoe f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  boom y e a r s  o f  t h e  
l a t e  1830s  was J o h n  P.  Coker .  The C o k e r  shoe f a c t o r y  was t h e  
f i r s t  i n  Georgetown t o  use  a  s e w i n g  m a c h i n e  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
b o o t s  and shoes.  He u t i l i z e d  a  " w a x e d - t h r e a d  m a c h i n e "  i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l o n g - l e g g e d  b o o t s .  One o f  C o k e r s  e m p l o y e r s ,  a  
m e c h a n i c  named D a v i d  H a s k e l l  , i n v e n t e d  a  new s e w i n g  m a c h i n e ,  a  
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" p o s t "  sewer ,  i n  1852-53,  w h i c h  c o u l d  " s i d e - u p "  t h e  l e g s  o f  t h e  
b o o t s ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  " f l a t e - b e d "  m a c h i n e s  C o k e r  was u s i n g  c o u l d  
n o t  a c c o m p l i s h .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  H a s k e l l  i n v e n t i o n  c o u l d  
" s i d e - u p "  t h e  " t o p s "  o f  b o o t s  t h i r t y  t i m e s  q u i c k e r  t h a n  t h e  same 
work  c o u l d  be  done b y  hand. " P o s t "  s e w i n g  m a c h i n e s  became t h e  m o s t  
w i d e l y  u s e d  sewer  i n  t h e  shoe f a c t o r i e s .  

O t h e r  shoe r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  o p e r a t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e :  a  shoe 
p a t t e r n  maker ,  a  l a s t  m a n u f a c t u r e r  ( r u n  b y  C y r u s  Dorman) made 4000 
l a s t s  i n  1855  ( o n  M e c h a n i c s '  C o u r t ) ;  t w o  shoe s t r i n g  c o n c e r n s  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  1,400,000 p a i r s  o f  shoe l a c e s  and e m p l o y e d  s i x  p e o p l e  
i n  1855,  and a  wooden shoe box  b u s i n e s s  begun  b y  J o s e p h  P. Fo l som 
i n  1860,  l o c a t e d  on Pond S t r e e t .  The f i r s t  u s e  o f  s team power i n  
Georgetown came a r o u n d  1835 when M a j o r  J e r e m i a h  N e l s o n  e r e c t e d  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  and  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  t a n n i n g  h i d e s  on C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t .  

Moses A t w o o d ' s  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e  company began m a k i n g  " A t w o o d ' s  
B i t t e r s "  i n  1841.  Two o f  A t w o o d ' s  e a r l y  a c c o m p l i c e s ,  L e w i s  
Bateman and Moses C a r b e r ,  e v e n t u a l l y  m a n u f a c t u r e d  " A t w o o d ' s  
B i t t e r s "  on  t h e i r  own. C a r t e r  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  " m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c h e m i s t s "  b u s i n e s s  i n  1841-42,  w h i l e  Bateman was t o  become t h e  
l a r g e s t  c i g a r  maker i n  Essex C o u n t y  b y  1858.  Bateman s t o p p e d  
m a k i n g  c i g a r s  i n  1865.  

C l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r m s  i n  Georgetown.  
F o r e m o s t  among them w e r e  Samuel P l u m e r  who began  h i s  b u s i n e s s  i n  
1 8 3 8  and  c o n t i n u e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  1890,  and  h i s  p a r t n e r  
S t e p h e n  Osgood. A  t h i r d  c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  B l  o d g e t t ,  began  
p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1842, e m p l o y i n g  a r o u n d  2 0  p e o p l e .  B l o d g e t t  a l s o  
i n v e n t e d  a  s e w i n g  mach ine ,  t h e  k i n d  and  i m p o r t a n c e  i f  w h i c h  i s  
unknown. Toward t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  ( 1 8 6 2 )  a  woo l  en c l o t h  
f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  by M a j o r  Moses Tenney on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  P i e r c e  g r i s t  and saw m i l l  o f f  o f  P e n t u c k e t  Pond. The 
company l a s t e d  o n l y  a  few  y e a r s .  P e n t u c k e t  Pond was a l s o  t h e  s i t e  
o f  an  i c e - c u t t i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  begun a r o u n d  1853 b y  Mess rs .  L i t t l e  
and Tenney, who a l s o  were  i n  t h e  shoe b u s i n e s s .  I n  1866  a  g r o u p  
o f  N e w b u r y p o r t  c a p i t a l  i s t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p e a t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
f a c t o r y  on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  i n  Georgetown,  n e a r  t h e  B o x f o r d  l i n e .  
D e s p i t e  h e a v y  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  ( f o r  a  3 - s t o r y  b u i l  d i n g  w i t h  
steam p o w e r ) ,  t h e  company f a i l e d  a f t e r  o n l y  a  few  months .  A n o t h e r  
s team powered  i n d u s t r y  was t h e  c a r r i a g e  m a n u f a c t u r e  e r e c t e d  b y  
S t e p h e n  Osgood 's  b r o t h e r  o n  S c h o o l  S t r e e t .  

The number o f  p e o p l e  engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  was q u i t e  
s m a l l  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h o s e  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  r a t i o  b e i n g  a l m o s t  1  t o  
3  i n  1840. I n  1865 t h e r e  w e r e  1 0 3  f a r m s  t o t a l i n g  3090 a c r e s ,  
w o r k e d  b y  216 p e o p l e .  O n l y  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  50% o f  a l l  
i m p r o v e d  a v e r a g e  was d e v o t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  M o r e o v e r ,  o n l y  .02% 
( 1 0 5  a c r e s )  o f  a l l  l a n d  was u n i m p r o v e d  o r  u n i m p r o v a b l e ,  compared 
t o  906 a c r e s  i n  1840. The q u a n t i t i e s  o f  g r a i n s  h a r v e s t e d  d e c l i n e d  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  f r o m  1 8 4 0  t o  1865,  f r o m  5755 b u s h e l s  o f  whea t ,  r y e ,  
b a r l e y ,  o a t s  and i n d i a n  c o r n ,  t o  a  mere 435 b u s h e l s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a  
d r a s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  a c r e s  u n d e r  t i l l a g e .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  m o s t  p o p u l a r  house  t y p e  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m ,  t h r e e - b a y s  i n  w i d t h  w i t h  a  
s i d e  e n t r y .  B o t h  1  & 1 1 2  and  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  examp les  a r e  known, 
and t h e  f o r m e r  a r e  somewhat more common among t h e  25 examp les  i n  
t h e  town.  C o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  temp1 e - f r o n t  
image many a r e  o r n a m e n t e d  i n  Greek R e v i v a l  e l e m e n t s ,  a t  c o r n i c e  
and d o o r  s u r r o u n d ;  an e x c e p t i o n a l  examp le  has a  f u l l  D o r i c  
p o r t i c o .  E q u a l l y  common a r e  t h o s e  w i t h  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e s  and 
d o o r  hoods p o p u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  d e s i g n .  A r e l a t e d  
g r o u p  f r o m  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  s i d e  
e n t r y ,  mansard  r o o f e d  houses ;  a  s i n g l e  t h r e e  s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  mansard  examp le  i s  known. C o n t i n u i n g  i n  p o p u l  a r i t y  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  g a b l e  r o o f  houses ;  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  however ,  t h e y  a r e  s i n g l e  p i l e  i n  d e p t h ,  w i t h  
r e a r  e l l s ,  and  e x t e n d e d  s t u d d  h e i g h t  b e t w e e n  window head  and  
d o o r s ;  t h i s  space may be f i l l e d  w i t h  s m a l l  w indows,  o r  i n  one 
examp le  r o u n d  heads o f  t h e  l o w e r  windows.  

A  s m a l l  number o f  l a r g e r  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
i n c l u d i n g  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  Greek 
R e v i v a l  houses.  An e q u a l  number o f  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  g a b l e  o r  h i p  
b l o c k ,  5  bay ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d ;  one 
examp le  i s  e l a b o r a t e d  by  p r o j e c t e d  m a n s a r d - r o o f e d  f r o n t i s p i e c e  
w h i c h  e x t e n d s  above t h e  c o r n i c e  l i n e  and has c o i n i n g .  

D o u b l e  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s :  one examp le  i s  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  
e n t r i e s  i n t o  each o f  t h e  g a b l e  ends ;  a n o t h e r  i s  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s ,  
s i x  b a y s ,  w i t h  c e n t r a l  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s ;  a n o t h e r  i s  a  f o u r - b a y .  
g a b l e  f r o n t  o f  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s ,  w i t h  e n t r i e s  on each o f  t h e  l o n g  
s i d e s  i n  s m a l l  p o r c h  p r o j e c t i o n s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  i s t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  remode l  t h e i r  
m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  r e v e r s i n g  pews and m o v i n g  t h e  p u l p i t  t o  t h e  e a s t  end  
i n  1832, a d d i n g  11  ' t o  each  s i d e  i n  1844,  and  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  p u l p i t  
i n  1843.  The B y f i e l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u r n e d  and r e b u i l t  i n  
1833.  G a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m ,  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f a c a d e  h a d  p a i r e d  
e n t r i e s  and p i l l a s t e r s ,  a  s q u a r e  t o w e r  and b e l f r y .  The a s s o c i a t e d  
Female B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y  b u i l t  a  c h a p e l  i n  1853, a p p e a r a n c e  
unknown. The B a p t i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was a l s o  moved, i n  1837,  
l e n g t h e n e d  b y  1 5 '  and  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  r e v e r s e d  f r o m  w e s t  t o  e a s t  
on t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n  1844.  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  b u i l t  a  house i n  1832, 3 5 '  
b y  4 5 ' ,  s o l d  t o  t h e  town i n  1855. The Peabody M e m o r i a l  C h u r c h  
(1866-1  9 2 0 )  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  b r i c k ,  w i t h  a  1  a r g e  s q u a r e  t o w e r .  
A f t e r  1832  town  m e e t i n g s  were  h e l d  i n  a  p u b l i c  h a l l  u n t i l  t h e  town 
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  h a l l  and h i g h  s c h o o l  ; g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  
fo rm t h e  h a l l  h a d  a  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  s q u a r e  t o w e r ,  a n d  b e l f r y ,  w i t h  
b o t h  Greek R e v i v a l  and R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  o r n a m e n t  ( 1  855-1898) .  

C o m m e r i c a l :  The M a s o n i c  B l o c k  ( 1 8 6 7 - 1 8 8 6 )  was o f  unknown 
appearance .  The town i n c l u d e s  a  g r o u p  o f  s t r u c t u r e s ,  c u r r e n t l y  
used  as  d w e l l i n g s ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e - b a y s  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r i e s  w h i c h  may h a v e  o r i g i n a l l y  been c o m m e r i c a l  o r  shoe 
f a c t o r y  b u i 1  d i  ngs .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  Saw and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  s m a l l  shoe shops and t a n n e r i e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  1  andscape.  No known s u r v i v a l s .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  A  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  was b u i l t  j u s t  w e s t  o f  N. M a i n  
S t r e e t  a t  t h e  v i l l  age c e n t e r  ( c . 1 8 5 0 ) ,  b u t  no  l o n g e r  s u r v i v e s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The H a v e r h i l l ,  George town  and D a n v e r s  S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  opened t o  
Georgetown i n  1896.  The l i n e  was e x t e n d e d  i n  1 8 9 8  t o  Drummer 
Academy, ( r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  D a n v e r s )  a n d  t h e n  j o i n e d  t h e  I p s w i c h  and 
N e w b u r y p o r t  1  i n e .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

G e o r g e t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n s  v i r t u a l l y  unchanged  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  
t o  end o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  From 1 8 7 0  t o  1915 t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
d e c l i n e s  f rom 2088 t o  2058, a  d r o p  o f  1.4%. D e s p i t e  t h i s  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s t a s i  s, t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  f l u c t u a t i o n .  From a  
h i g h  o f  2299 i n  1885,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d r o p s  t o  1 8 4 0  i n  1905,  t h e n  
i n c r e a s e s  t o  2058 i n  1915.  F o r e i  g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  changes  
o n l y  s l i g h t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  f r o m  
161 i n  1875  t o  (7.3% o f  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n )  1 9 4  ( 9 . 4 % )  i n  1915,  b u t  
l i k e  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  numbers f l  u c t u a t e ,  t h e  
l a r g e s t  a b s o l u t e  number ( 2 1 0 )  o c c u r i n g  i n  1885. The m a j o r  
i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  f r o m  1885  t o  1905  were  Canad ian ,  E n g l i s h  and 
I r i s h ,  w i t h  I r i s h  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  o v e r  50% o f  t h e  1885 f i g u r e .  
These g r o u p s  were  j o i n e d  i n  1915 b y  42 p e o p l e  f r o m  P o l a n d ,  t h u s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  22% o f  a l l  f o r e i  g n - b o r n  and t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  
i m m i g r a n t  g roup .  

New r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  were  f o r m e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Roman 
C a t h o l i c s  p u r c h a s e d  one o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h e s  i n  1870  and 
f o r m e d  a  p a r i s h  i n  1871.  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  h e l d  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  
1880s,  f i r s t  i n  Grand Army H a l l ,  t h e  i n  L i b r a r y  H a l l .  T h e r e  was 
n o t  enough i n t e r e s t  among M e t h o d i s t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c h u r c h ,  t h o u g h  
an a t t e m p t  was made i n  1870.  S a l v a t i o n i s t s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n v e r t  
G e o r g e t o w n i a n s  i n  t h e  1880s .  I n  t h e  1870s ,  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t s  
h e l d  camp m e e t i n g s  i n  L i n c o l n  P a r k .  The s p l i t  among 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  was h e a l e d  i n  1908 when 
t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t  Church  and t h e  O r t h o d o x  M e m o r i a l  
Church  were  r e u n i t e d  a s  t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church.  

I n  1885  t h e  George town  L i t e r a r y  and S o c i a l  C l u b  was f o u n d e d  by  D r .  
R .C .  House. I n  1895,  a  g r o u p  o f  women f o r m e d  t h e  " T h u r s d a y  
C l u b " .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e y  changed t h e  name t o  t h e  Georgetown 
Women's C l u b ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e s e n t  " a m b i t i o u s  p r o g r a m s  and 
m u s i c a l  s " .  I n  1910,  t h e  George town  Improvement  A s s o c i a t i o n  was 
o r g a n i z e d .  I t s  162 members were  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  c i v i c  work .  
The F a r m e r s  M u t u a l  Co. o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d ,  o n l y  
s u r v i v e d  u n t i l  1870.  An a t t e m p t  t o  f o r m  a  g r a n g e  o f  t h e  P a t r o n s  
o f  Husbandry  was u n s u c c e s s f u l .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i n  1882 t h e  K n i g h t s  
o f  L a b o r  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Good W i l l  Assembly  2229 i n  1882  w i t h  13 
c h a r t e r  members. 
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Be1 1  T e l e p h o n e  opened i t s  1  i n e s  t o  Georgetown i n  1898,  w i t h  11  
s u b s c r i b e r s .  The Hook and L a d d e r  Co. was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1872 and 
t h e  #1 S teamer  Co. i n  1875.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I t s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a b i l  i z e d ,  i t s  fl u r r y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n c l  uded, 
G e o r g e t o w n ' s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  now assumed a  more modest  pace.  The 
p e r i o d ' s  f i r s t  decade saw t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  r e b u i l t  n o t  a t  E l m  and 
Ma in  a s  b e f o r e  b u t ,  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  on 
Andover  S t r e e t .  Nearby  Peabody Memor ia l  C h u r c h  on E a s t  M a i n  
( 1 8 7 0 ) ,  a  l i b r a r y  ( 1 9 0 9 )  and C e n t r a l  h i g h  s c h o o l ( 1 9 0 4 )  a t  t h e  o l d  
t o w n  house  s i t e ,  and S t .  M a r y ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church  ( 1 9 0 7 )  a l l  we re  
b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

Now a  t h r i v i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  and c o m m e r i c a l  v i l l a g e ,  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  began t o  i n t e n s i f y .  L i t t l e ' s  B l o c k  i s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  N o r t h  and  West M a i n  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 7 1  ) ;  a f t e r  t h e  Wooden 
Mason ic  B l o c k  b u r n e d  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  s e v e r a l  b r i c k  f o u r  and f i v e  s t o r y  
b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  were  e r e c t e d  (18751,  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  M a i n  n e a r l y  t o  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  P a r k  and Maple .  A n o t h e r  f i r e  i n  1885  l e d  t o  t h e  
r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  B l o c k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  F i r e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a g u e  t h e  town ,  t h e  Town H a l l  s u c c u m b i n g  t o  f l a m e s  
i n  1898.  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  t a k e n  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s .  A t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c u s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  d e n s i t y  
as  s e v e r a l  new r o a d s  were  opened  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  d e p o t  
( w e s t  and n o r t h )  a p p r o a c h i n g  P e n t u c k e t  Pond. B u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
a l s o  e x t e n d e d  o u t w a r d  f r o m  t h e  town c e n t e r  - a l o n g  Andover  S t r e e t  
t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  a l o n g  e a s t  and  w e s t  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  down Elm, C e n t r a l  and N e l s o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  As i n  
Rowley ,  t h e  p e r i o d  a l s o  saw r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
e x t r e m e  o u t l y i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t own ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n o r t h e r n  Georgetown,  
( p a r t i  c u l  a r l y  N o r t h ,  T h u r l  ow, J e w e t t  and War ren  S t r e e t s .  ) 

Economic  Base 

Georgetown e x p e r i e n c e d  b o t h  economic  p r o s p e r i t y  and  d i f f i c u l  t y  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  t h e  
m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  economy. The f i r m  o f  L i t t l e  and Noyes ( l a t e r  
L i t t l e  and M o u l t o n )  was t h e  l a r g e s t  b u s i n e s s  i n  town.  I n  1875 n i n e  
shoe f a c t o r i e s  p r o d u c e d  goods w o r t h  $444,920, a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  85% 
o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods. By 1895 s e v e r a l  shoe 
f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  P a r k e r  r i v e r  M i l l s  ( l o c a t e d  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  
u n s u c c e s s f u l  Moses Tenney c l o t h  f a c t o r y ) ,  e m p l o y i n g  50 p e o p l e  i n  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c a s s i m e r e s ,  and  t w o  soap f a c t o r i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  g r o w t h  t h e  economy. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  and e x t e n s i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  
c e n t e r  d e v e l o p e d ,  e m p l o y i n g  1 1 6  p e o p l e  i n  1895,  e x a c t l y  t w i c e  as  
many as  w e r e  engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  y e a r .  

B o t h  f a r m i n g  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s u f f e r e d  a  s e t b a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  
d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1890s.  The number e m p l o y e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
d e c l i n e d  f r o m  1 8 5  i n  1885 t o  5 8  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  ( a  65% d r o p ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  number i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n ' s  f e l l  f r o m  549 t o  
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363, a  34% d r o p .  T o t a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  a l s o  f e l l  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  decade,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b y  41% a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t  b y  
46%. Between 1895 and  1905  t h e  v a l u e  o f  b o t h  m a n u f a c t u r e d  and 
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  goods rebounded ,  b y  1 5 %  a n d  54% r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  t h e  
number e m p l o y e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  grew t o  96 ( u p  6 5 % )  w h i l e  t h e  
number i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d e c l i n e d  s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  t o  284 (down 22% 
fo rm 1 8 9 5 ) .  The t o t a l  number o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s  f e l l  
f r o m  31 i n  1895 t o  1 3  i n  1905  as  many o f  t h e  shoe f a c t o r i e s  c l o s e d  
UP 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : G a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ;  
some e x a m p l e s  r e c e i v e d  e l a b o r a t e  t r e a t m e n t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t h e  
Queen Ann s t y l e  i n c l u d i n g  p r o j e c t i n g  b a y s  and p o r c h e s ;  i n  o t h e r s  
o r n a m e n t  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e d .  A s i n g l e  1  a r g e  s h i n g l e - s t y 1  e  
house  s u r v i v e s  n e a r  t h e  town c e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  b u i l t  a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
1873, g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  c l e r e s t o r y  r o o f ,  s q u a r e  c o r n e r  
t o w n e r  w i t h  b e l f r y ,  c r o s s  g a b l e s  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t r a n s e p t s ,  
t r i a n g u l a r  headed windows.  The Roman C a t h o l  i c s  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  
c h a p e l  f r o m  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  1 8 7 0  f o r  use as  S t .  M a r y ' s  
c h u r c h .  F i v e  s t a t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  e n g i n e  companies  
i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 1 s ,  t h e  c e n t e r  house  i s  a  l a r g e  g a b l e  f r o n t  b l o c k  w i t h  
c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g -  The Peabody L i b r a r y  o f  1 9 0 9  i s  a  b r i c k  
h i p b l o c k  w i t h  an o f f s e t  p r o j e c t i n g  bay,  and c e n t e r  e n t r y  w i t h  
c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g .  

Commerc ia l  : L i t t l e  B l o c k  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1871 and u s e d  i t s  
f o u r t h  s t o r y  as  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f o r  Odd F e l l o w s .  The Mason ic  B l o c k  
was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  new c o m m e r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1886;  a  l a r g e  
r e c t a n g u l a r  b l o c k  w i t h  a  h i g h  h i p  r o o f ,  t h e  c o r n i c e  i s  o r n a m e n t e d  
w i t h  b r a c k e t s ;  t h e  shops  each  h a v e  an e n t r y  a n d  l a r g e  window i n  
t h e  f a c a d e ;  t h e  second  s t o r y  i s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  s m a l l e r  more  
r e s i d e n t i a l  w indows and an u n l i t  p o r t i o n  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  a  
m e e t i n g h a l l  i n  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f l o o r  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  b y  t h e  Masons. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : S e v e r a l  b r i c k  shoe f a c t o r i e s  were  b u i l t  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  One known s u r v i v a l  i s  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  on P a r k  
S t r e e t ,  c .  1900,  w i t h  a  r a i s e d  basement ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  g r a n i t e  s i l l s ,  
a  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  ch imney  and a  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  where  s team 
o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  was g e n e r a t e d .  A  one  s t o r y  wooden s t r u c t u r e  was 
added a r o u n d  1950;  i t  i s  s h i n g l e d  and has  a  f l a t  r o o f .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  915-1940)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

M a j o r  changes i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h r e e .  F i r s t ,  a t  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  
o p e n i n g ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  was d i s m a n t l e d  ( 1 9 1 9 )  b o t h  i n  
t h e  a r e a  b e l o w  George town  S q u a r e  a n d  i n  B y f i e l d ,  o n l y  t h e  
Georgetown t o  H a v e r h i l l  r o u t e  s u r v i v e d .  T h i s  1  a t t e r  r a i l w a y  
c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1930,  when t h e  c a r s  were  r e p l a c e d  b y  buses .  
Second, be tween  1 9 4 0  and 1955,  i n t e r s t a t e  95 was c o n s t r u c t e d  
t h r o u g h  e a s t e r n  G e o r g e t o w n -  T h i r d ,  s e v e r a l  r o a d s  were  opened  
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d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  ( f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n ) .  
Among them w e r e  s e v e r a l  s o u t h  and e a s t  o f  t o w n  b e l o w  Rock Pond 
( j o i n i n g  B a i l e y  Lane and A n d o v e r  S t r e e t ) ,  and two  c l u s t e r s  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  c e n t e r ,  b o t h  ( s o u t h  and w e s t  o f  P a w t u c k e t  Pond) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

G e o r g e t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  f l  u c t u a t e d ,  b u t  r e m a i n e d  e s s e n t i a l  l y  
s t a b l e  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  decade o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The town numbered 
2058 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1915,  a n d  b e t w e e n  1800 and 2000,  u n t i l  1940. 
t h e r e a f t e r  Georgetown began a  p e r i o d  o f  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  i n  i t s  
p o p u l a t i o n .  By 1955,  i t  c l a i m e d  2821 r e s i d e n t s ,  an  i n c r e a s e  o f  
48% d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  was r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  o n l y  9.4% i n  1915 ( p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
C a n a d i a n s  and I r i s h ) .  By 1940,  t h e  f i g u r e  had  f a l l e n  t o  4.9%. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The town e x p e r i e n c e d  1  i t t l  e  g r o w t h  u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l  1 5  y e a r s  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  when I n t e r s t a t e  95 a r r i v e d  ( 1  950-1  9 5 5 )  and Georgetown was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  B o s t o n  commuter  zone. A c c e s s i b i l  i t y  t o  
r e g i o n a l  t r a f f i c  and  a c t i v i t i e s  l e d  t o  marked  p h y s i c a l  changes 
w i t h i n  t h e  town.  E a r l y  Modern  l o w - r i s e  d w e l l i n g s  began t o  d o t  
G e o r g e t o w n ' s  r u r a l  r o a d s ;  s t r i p  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( f r o m  f a s t - f o o d  
r e s t a u r a n t s  t o  gas s t a t i o n s  t o  s m a l l  - s c a l e  b u s i n e s s e s  1 1  i n e d  e a s t  
M a i n  b e t w e e n  t h e  o l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  v i c i n i t y  and t h e  town c e n t e r .  
Such d e v e l o p m e n t  now i n f i l t r a t e s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  
as  w e l l .  A  Mormon Chape l ,  b u i l t  i n  1954,  a p p e a r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

Economic Base 

Shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  economy even  t h o u g h  
t h e  number o f  shoe f a c t o r i e s  n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d  t o  i t s  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  h e i g h t .  From 1915-1920  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  new shoe 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  began o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Georgetown.  T h r e e  o f  t h e s e ,  
F.W. B a k e r  Shoe Co., t h e  Communi ty  Shoe Shop Co., and Thomas M. 
Cook and Son moved t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s  f r o m  H a v e r h i l l  (Communi ty  and 
Cook)  and  Salem ( B a k e r )  t o  Georgetown . B o t h  B a k e r  and Cook 
p u r c h a s e d  b u i l d i n g s  p r e v i o u s l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  Shoe b u s i n e s s  and  
e n l a r g e d  and m o d e r n i z e d  them. The B a k e r  Company a l o n e  i s  s a i d  t o  
have  done ha1 f a  m i l l  i o n  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n n u a l l y  i n  t h e  
1920s .  A t  l e a s t  t w o  shoe f a c t o r i e s  were  s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  
end o f  W W I I .  The B a k e r  Co. o p e r a t i n g  on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  u n t i l  1945 
and  t h e  M a r s t o n  Co. o n  P a r k  S t r e e t  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1963.  M a r s t o n  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i c e  s k a t e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  h e  l e a s e d  t h e  space t o  an 
o u t  o f  t own  f i r m  w h i c h  m a n u f a c t u r e d  c a n v a s  shoes and f i r s t  a i d  
k i t s  f o r  t h e  " L e n d - L e a s e "  p rog ram.  

Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  h u n d r e d s  o f  George town  r e s i d e n t s  
found  work  i n  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c s  i n d u s t r y ,  e i t h e r  a t  W e s t e r n  E l e c t r i c  
i n  L y n n  o r  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  i n  N o r t h  Andover .  The o t h e r  known 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  was f u r n i t u r e  mak ing.  E v e r e t t e  Spau l  d i n g  
began m a k i n g  and  s e l l i n g  c o l o n i a l  f u r n i t u r e  i n  1925 and  c o n t i n u e d  
i n  b u s i n e s s  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The m o s t  p o p u l a r  h o u s e t y p e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  were  
t h e  2  & 112  s t o r y ,  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f e d ,  f o u r - s q u a r e s ,  and t h e  r e l a t e d  
bunga low;  c.10 examp les  s u r v i v e  o f  each ,  and  t h e  l a t t e r  s u r v i v e  i n  
p a r t i c u l  a r l y  we1 1  d e t a i l e d  examp les .  H i s t o r i c  r e v i v a l  s t y l e s  a r e  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e ,  t w o  D u t c h  C o l o n i a l s ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  g a b l e  b l o c k ,  
2 & 112  s t o r y  e x a m p l e  w i t h  f a c a d e  g a b l e ,  and f r o n t  p o r c h e s .  
L a k e s i d e  c o t t a g e s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  s e a s o n a l  use,  and  s i m i l a r l y  
s m a l l  c o t t a g e s  s u r v i v e  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  t o w n ;  t y p i c a l l y  t h e s e  
a r e  t w o  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  g a b l e  r o o f e d ,  w i t h  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  f a c a d e s ,  and s i n g l e - p i l e  m a i n  b l o c k s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The B y f i e l  d  M e e t i n g h o u s e  was r e b u i l t  ( 1  931 ) a f t e r  
b e i n g  s t r u c k  b y  l i g h t e n i n g ;  t h e  s m a l l  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i s  g a b l e  
f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  c e n t e r  e n t r y  t o w e r  w i t h  b e l f r y ,  s l a t e  
r o o f ,  r o u n d  headed s i d e  w indows.  

Commerc ia l :  The Georgetown L i g h t  Company i s  a  s m a l l  modern  
b u i l d i n g  o f  c o n c r e t e ,  a  s i n g l e  s t o r y  w i t h  f l a t  r o o f  and c e n t e r  
e n t r y .  The c o a l  company o f f i c e  i s  a  s m a l l  r e c t a n g l e  c o v e r e d  i n  
c a r r e r a  g l  ass .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : M o d e r n i z a t i o n  and e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  L a t e - I n d u s t r i a l  shoe 
f a c t o r i e s  t o o k  p l a c e .  No known s u r v i v a l s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  P a r k  
S t r e e t  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  was a  d i s a s s e m b l e d  i n  H a v e r h i l l  and added 
on t o  t h e  M a r s t o n  F a c t o r y  i n  1936.  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The George town  i n v e n t o r y  o f  a b o u t  3 0  b u i l d i n g s  f o c u s e s  a l m o s t  
e x c l  u s i v e l y  on t h e  t o w n ' s  e i  g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  houses ,  e x c l  u d i n g  n o t  
o n l y  l a t e r  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
and e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  

x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  easy  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  
n t e r s t a t e  95, George town  has  a l r e a d y  f o r f e i t e d  much o f  t h e  
n t e g r i  ty  o f  i t s  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  v i l l  age c e n t e r  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  

and t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Z o n i n g  1  aws, i f  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  
a p p e a r  i n e f f e c t i v e  and  more  damage t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c ,  
i m m i n e n t .  

X I I .  FINDING A I D :  

F i  r s t  Church ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Andover  and Schoo l  S t r e e t s  
B a p t i s t  Church  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  
B y f i e l  d  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  Jackman S t r e e t  
Commeri c a l  B l o c k  S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  
Town O f f i c e  Andover  and C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  
P e r l e y  S c h o o l  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  
b r i c k  s c h o o l  West M a i n  S t r e e t  
Common and e n c i r c l i n g  E l m  & M a i n  S t r e e t s  
1 8 t h  & 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e s  
s t r e e t s c a p e ,  ( c .  1 8 3 0 - 1 8 4 0 )  M a i n  S t r e e t  be tween  Andover  & M a i n  
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