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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY: Gay Head 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of Gay Head i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  I s l a n d  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard 
l y i n g  between 700 50 '  and 700 25'  l o n g i t u d e  and 410 95 '  and 
410 30 '  l a t i t u d e .  The i s l a n d  c o v e r s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  249 s q u a r e  
k i l o m e t e r s  and i s  cove red  by a  h i l l y  up land  w i t h  a  maximum 
e l e v a t i o n  of 92 m e t e r s ,  a v e r a g i n g  59 m e t e r s ;  and c o a s t a l  p l a i n  
w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  s l o p i n g  g e n t l y  southward from a b o u t  29 m e t e r s  t o  
s e a  l e v e l .  Gay Head i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  ex t reme s o u t h e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  i s l a n d ,  bounded by Chilmark t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  
Vineyard  Sound i n  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean i n  o t h e r  
d i r e c t i o n s .  Major  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  town i n c l u d e  Menemsha 
Pond, Squ ibnocke t  Pond, and c l i f f s  a t  Gay Head and Squ ibnocke t  
Pond. 

The u p l a n d s  i n  t h e  town a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  bounds of t h e  Nantucke t  
Mora ine ,  a  h i l l y  and rocky  a r e a  c o v e r i n g  most of t h e  township .  
The moraine i s  composed l a r g e l y  of c o a r s e  o r  medium sand and 
b o u l d e r s  of v a r y i n g  s i z e  ( L a t i m e r  1925 : lO) .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  s o i l s  a r e  
sandy  and n o t  s t r a t i f i e d .  The r ema in ing  a r e a s  of town a r e  i n  
c o a s t a l  lowland l o c a t i o n s .  S o i l s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  sandy.  
Dra inage  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s u b s u r f a c e ,  a l t h o u g h  some ponds and s t r e a m s  
a r e  p r e s e n t .  E l e v a t i o n s  peak a t  185 f e e t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  
moraine and approach  s e a  l e v e l  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .  An oak/maple  
v e g e t a t i o n  zone i s  p r e s e n t  i n  h i l l y  mora ine  a r e a s .  An o a k / p i n e  
zone i s  p r e s e n t  i n  l ower  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Gay Head Neck was f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  n a t i v e  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  
1642. I t  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  of t h e  m a n o r i a l  
demense of T i s b u r y  Manor ( 1 6 7 1 ) ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of 
Chilmark i n  1714. The e a s t e r n  boundary w i t h  Chilmark was su rveyed  
i n  1856,  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  of Gay Head was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1862. I n  
1870 ,  Gay Head was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Gay Head i s  a  s m a l l  summer r e s o r t  community a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  t i p  of 
M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  wes t  of Menemsha B i g h t  and Squ ibnocke t  Pond. 
Gay Head neck was t h e  s i t e  of a  n a t i v e  r e s e r v a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1642,  w i t h  f i r s t  meet inghouse  b u i l t  b e f o r e  1698. N a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n  became s u b j e c t  t o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of T i s b u r y  Manor i n  
1671,  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r o p a g a t i o n  of t h e  Gospel 
i n  New England a f t e r  1711. Loca l  f o c u s  a t  Gay Head C l i f f s  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of landmark l i g h t h o u s e  i n  1799,  w i t h  
employment of N a t i v e  Americans a s  l i f e s a v i n g  c rews .  Smal l  
mid-19th c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  development  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  h e r e  w i t h  
Gay Head Clay Company, b u t  by t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  c l i f f s  
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a t t a i n e d  a  g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n ,  w i t h  b o a t  
e x c u r s i o n s  from Oak B l u f f s .  Loca l  autonomy was f i n a l l y  a t t a i n e d  
w i t h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of d i s t r i c t  s t a t u s  i n  1862. Loca l  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  remained s m a l l ,  w i t h  modern summer e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  
a long  t h e  sou thwes t  s h o r e ,  and more r e c e n t  suburban  development  on 
t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  between Gay Head C l i f f s  and L o b s t e r v i l l e .  Few 
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a p t i s t  Church, and 
s c h o o l  a t  S o u t h  Road c i v i c  f o c u s .  Developmental  p r e s s u r e s  w i l l  
most c e r t a i n l y  i n t e n s i f y ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  d i s p e r s e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  Con tac t  p e r i o d  N a t i v e  
American t r a i l s  and p a t h s .  However, c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  a r e  p r o b a b l e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t r a i l s  around Menemsha and Squ ibnocke t  ponds.  I n t e r i o r  
t r a i l s  o f f  main c o a s t a l  r o u t e s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d .  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  on which s y s t e m a t i c  e s t i m a t e s  
of N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d  can  be  
made. Fu r the rmore ,  when e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n .  For example,  R i t c h i e  
(1969:3)  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  Wampanoag p o p u l a t i o n  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard 
i n  1600 A.D.  a t  1 , 5 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Yet ,  i n  1642 a n o t h e r  a u t h o r  
e s t i m a t e s  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  3 ,000  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( C o l l e c t i o n s  
of t h e  Mass. H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Vol.  111, p . 9 2 ) .  E s t i m a t e s  of 
n a t i v e  v o v u l a t i o n  a r e  f u r t h e r  c o m v l i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
p l a g u e  bf '  1616-17 undoub ted ly  d r a ' s t i c a l l y  a i t e r e d  e x i s t i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n s  and a r e a s  of s e t t l e m e n t .  Thus ,  i t  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  i s l a n d  were p r o b a b l y  more i n  t h e  
r a n g e  of 1 ,500  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a n  3 ,000 ,  a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
Contac t  p e r i o d .  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  on Gay 
Head b e f o r e  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  t h e  Europeans had no i n t e r e s t  i n  
enumera t ing  t h e s e  f i g u r e s .  However, i n d i r e c t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n s  of 
p o p u l a t i o n  can  be  made. The Aquin iuh ,  o r  Gay Head, a r e a  was unde r  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of one of t h e  f o u r  main sagamores  o r  sachems of 
M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard a t  t h e  t ime .  Thus,  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  c a n  be  assumed due t o  t h e  impor t ance  of t h i s  a r e a  
p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r ema inde r  of t h e  i s l a n d .  The 
p r e s e n c e  of Menemsha and Lagoon ponds i n  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  a l s o  
i n d i c a t e s  r e a s o n a b l e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  two of t h e  
i s l a n d ' s  main b o d i e s  of w a t e r  and f a v o r e d  a r e a s  of n a t i v e  
o c c u p a t i o n  ( R i t c h i e  1969 :2 ) .  By t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  o v e r  260 
n a t i v e s  were l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  (more t h a n  any o t h e r  a r e a  
i n  t h e  town) ,  f u r t h e r  a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  impor t ance  of t h i s  a r e a  t o  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  No Europeans  l i v e d  i n  Gay Head d u r i n g  t h e  
Contac t  p e r i o d .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Gay Head o r  on M a r t h a ' s  
Vineyard d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, some c o n t a c t  between 
n a t i v e s  and Europeans  i n  t h e  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  a r e a  undoubted ly  
took  p l a c e  a s  European e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n  
f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  from e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  long  b e f o r e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  Most n o t a b l e  were  Gosno ld ' s  voyages t h r o u g h  t h e  
i s l a n d s  o f f  Cape Cod and h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Cut tyhunk i n  1602. 

N a t i v e s  had s e t t l e d  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  f o r  some t ime  p r i o r  t o  
European c o n t a c t .  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  and known a r t i f a c t  
l i s t i n g s  w i t h  g e n e r a l  Gay Head p r o v e n i e n c e  e x h i b i t  a  s i t e  
l o c a t i o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  c o a s t a l  a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on n e c k s ,  
c o v e s ,  o r  c o a s t a l  ponds.  Some of t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
Menemsha and Squ ibnocke t  Pond a r e a s .  A d d i t i o n a l  s i t e s  shou ld  be  
p r e s e n t  i n  i n t e r i o r  a r e a s  a l s o .  

No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  Con tac t  p e r i o d  
s i t e s .  However, i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h e y  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  Gay Head 
a r e a  was o r i g i n a l  c a l l e d  by i t s  Algonquian  name Aquin iuh  and l e d  
by one of t h e  f o u r  most power fu l  sachems on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  n a t i v e  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  i s  a l s o  
a t t e s t e d  t o  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  of n a t i v e  p l a c e  names i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Some of t h e  names i n c l u d e  Menemsha Pond, Occooch Pond, and 
Squ ibnocke t  Pond, a l l  d e r i v e d  from Algonquian  r o o t s .  

Gay Head ' s  impor t ance  t o  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  by 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Vineyard i n  
1641-42 , Gay Head h a s  remained a  n a t i v e  r e s e r v a t i o n  and town, 
hav ing  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n s  on t h e  i s l a n d .  

Contac t  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  shou ld  
f o l l o w  r e g i o n a l  and i s l a n d  t r e n d s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  
c o a s t a l  a r e a s  a l o n g  ponds ,  e s t u a r i e s ,  and r i v e r s  o r  s t r e a m s .  
I n l a n d  s i t e s  shou ld  a l s o  be p r e s e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
c o a s t a l  s i t e s .  

D .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  d u r i n g  
t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  Thus,  any t r a n s i e n t  Europeans i n  t h e  Gay Head 
a r e a  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  s i m i l a r  t o  n a t i v e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  While  some food  was undoub ted ly  c a r r i e d  
w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n ,  t h e  b u l k  of t h e i r  
s u b s i s t e n c e  was p r o b a b l y  s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  
g a t h e r i n g  of w i ld  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and t h e  t r a d e ,  s t e a l i n g ,  
o r  p u r c h a s e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c . )  from t h e  
l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

N a t i v e  American s u b s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  Gay Head and M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard 
a r e a  was p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  on 
mainland Cape Cod. The combined u s e  of w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e d  food 
r e s o u r c e s  formed t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  sys t em.  I t  i s  
unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  when a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
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h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  Cape and i s l a n d s  a r e a .  
However, on M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  c a r b o n i z e d  c o r n  k e r n e l s  were found 
a t  two s i t e s :  t h e  P e t e r s o n  s i t e  i n  t h e  town of Chi lmark,  and t h e  
Hornblower I1 s i t e  i n  Gay Head ( R i t c h i e  1969) .  A t  t h e  Hornblower 
I1 s i t e ,  c a r b o n i z e d  c o r n  k e r n e l s  were C14 d a t e d  t o  A.D.  1160 + 80 
y e a r s  ( R i t c h i e  1969 :52 ) ,  p l a c i n g  c o r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  w e l l  wi th in- the  
L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  Thus,  some form of a g r i c u l t u r e  may have  
been  p r a c t i c e d  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  f o r  some t ime  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
Contac t  p e r i o d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  by t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  
q u a n t i t i e s  of c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c .  were b e i n g  produced  f o r  s t o r a g e  
and a t  t i m e s  f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  On 
M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Algonquian p l a c e  
names and s u s p e c t e d  v i l l a g e  a r e a s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e s t u a r i n e  l o c a t i o n s  n e a r  e x t e n s i v e  s h e l l f i s h  beds  
and anadromous f i s h  r u n s .  

S h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  a r e  p r e s e n t  main ly  i n  
t h e  Menemsha Pond a r e a .  Major s h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
l o c a l e  i n c l u d e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  beds  of quahaug and bay s c a l l o p .  
Musse l s ,  s o f t  s h e l l  clam and o y s t e r s  may a l s o  have been  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a n t i t i e s .  Alewives  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  Menemsha 
and Squ ibnocke t  ponds.  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of mar ine  l i f e  were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  Gay Head a r e a .  S a l t w a t e r  f i s h  such  a s  s t r i p e d  b a s s ,  b l u e f i s h ,  
s w o r d f i s h ,  p o r g i e ,  t a u t a o g ,  e e l s ,  m a c k e r e l ,  f l o u n d e r ,  c o d f i s h ,  
haddock,  and o t h e r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  c o a s t a l  and e s t u a r i n e  a r e a s .  
L o b s t e r ,  c r a b s ,  s n a i l s ,  and p o s s i b l y  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  of t e r r a p i n s  
were p r e s e n t .  Sea mammals such  a s  wha le s  and s e a l s  would a l s o  
have been a v a i l a b l e  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  I n  f r e s h w a t e r  ponds ,  t r o u t ,  
p e r c h ,  b a s s ,  and p i c k e r e l  were p r e s e n t .  

The w e t l a n d s  and f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  and Gay Head 
p r o v i d e d  numerous s p e c i e s  of mammals and b i r d s  f o r  h u n t i n g .  The 
h e a t h - h e n ,  o r  p i n n a t e d  g r o u s e ,  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  up land  a r e a s  w i t h  
numerous s p e c i e s  of ducks  and g e e s e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  c o a s t a l  
l o c a t i o n s .  S e v e r a l  mammals were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  which today  a r e  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e s e n t .  They i n c l u d e d :  d e e r ,  b e a r ,  l y n x ,  f o x ,  
o t t e r s ,  b e a v e r ,  r a b b i t ,  r a c c o o n ,  and o t h e r s .  

Numerous t y p e s  of f l o r a  were a l s o  p r e s e n t  and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  These i n c l u d e d  b e e c h n u t s ,  w a l n u t s ,  a c o r n s ,  
s a s s a f r a s ,  g r a p e s ,  s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  r a s p b e r r i e s ,  g o o s e b e r r i e s ,  
h u c k l e b e r r i e s ,  and o t h e r s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

L i t t l e ,  i f  any ,  change was p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  
from t h e  Contac t  t o  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Any European t r a v e l  
p r o b a b l y  made use  of e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  t r a i l  sy s t ems .  No r o a d s  
e x i s t e d .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

No new e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  on which 
a c c u r a t e  e s t i m a t i o n s  of n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  can  be  made. However, 
i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  a  r e g i o n a l  t r e n d  of 
d e c l i n e  from p r e - p l a g u e  Contac t  p e r i o d  h i g h s .  Only n a t i v e s  
r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Gay Head a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  of c o a s t a l  s e t t l e m e n t  
no ted  f o r  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  However, s e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  was 
p r o b a b l y  i n  d e c l i n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  1616-17 p l a g u e .  No 
known n a t i v e  s i t e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  r e p o r t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a r e a  
was i n v o l v e d  i n  an i m p o r t a n t  l a n d  t r a n s f e r .  On May 5, 1661-2,  t h e  
Gay Head a r e a  was s o l d  by A l e x a n d e r ,  c h i e f  sachem of t h e  
Wampanoags ( b r o t h e r  of King P h i l i p ,  son  of M a s s a s o i t )  t o  Wi l l iam 
B r e n t o n ,  a  Newport merchant .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  s a l e  n e v e r  
m a t e r i a l i z e d ,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  Noh toaksae t ,  sachem of  Gay Head, 
r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o r  s a l e .  I n  any c a s e ,  s even  
n a t i v e s  a r e  g i v e n  a s  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  s a l e ,  a l l  r e p o r t e d  t o  be  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  wes te rnmost  end of Nope ( M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard)  o r  
t h e  Gay Head a r e a .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s a l e  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d  may 
a l s o  be an i n d i c a t o r  of t h e  impor t ance  of power of t h e  Gay Head 
(Aquin iuh)  sachem, one of t h e  r e p o r t e d l y  f o u r  most power fu l  
sachems on Mar tha1  s Vineyard  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

D .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

I n d i a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  However, 
t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which a g r i c u l t u r e  was i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  h u n t i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  and g a t h e r i n g  of w i l d  f o o d s  i s  unknown a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
Many a u t h o r s  have n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  have a lways  been  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  Gay Head I n d i a n s .  However, l i t t l e  
d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  o r  i t s  
deve lopment .  A f t e r  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  Gay Head n a t i v e s  e x t e n s i v e l y  f i s h e d  t r a p s  and 
pounds l o c a l l y  and were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  whale  f i s h i n g .  I t  
i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  m a r i t i m e  i n t e r e s t  deve loped  a t  a  much 
e a r l i e r  d a t e .  How much e a r l i e r ,  however ,  r ema ins  unknown. 

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Banks (1911:28)  n o t e s  t h a t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1870-75 when t h e  town 
was i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h a t  a  c o u n t y  roadway was l a i d  o u t .  P r i o r  t o  
t h i s  time, on ly  h o r s e  p a t h s  and t r a i l s  e x i s t e d ,  p r o b a b l y  many of 
t h e  same t r a i l s  and p a t h s  t h a t  were p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  and 
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d s .  
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P o p u l a t i o n  

Census f i g u r e s  do n o t  e x i s t  f o r  t h e  Gay Head a r e a  p r i o r  t o  1870. 
B e f o r e  t h i s  d a t e ,  f r a g m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  must be  used t o  d e v e l o p  
p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s .  I n  1698 a  "Report  of t h e  Committee f o r  t h e  
S o c i e t y  f o r  P r o p a g a t i n g  t h e  GospelT1 l i s t s  260 p e r s o n s  a s  a t t e n d i n g  
s e r v i c e s  a t  Gay Head; o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d .  I n  
1712 t h e  Sewa l l  d i a r y  l i s t s  58 houses  on Gay Head neck  (Banks 
1911 :5 ) ,  p r o b a b l y  p l a c i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  r a n g e  of 250 
p e r s o n s  o r  s o .  Evidence  a t  hand p o i n t s  t o  a  f l u c t u a t i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  r a n g e  of 200 t o  250 p e r s o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  i n t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  
d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  o v e r  t h e  two p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d s .  Only 
one E n g l i s h  s t y l e  house  i s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  a r e a  i n  1727,  w i t h  t h e  
n a t i v e s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  wigwams t h r o u g h  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  In  
1711 ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  P r o p a g a t i n g  t h e  Gospel  a c q u i r e d  t i t l e  f o r  
t h e  Gay Head a r e a  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  of b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  n a t i v e s  by 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  r e s e r v a t i o n .  I n  1714 a  d i t c h  was dug a c r o s s  Gay 
Head neck and p l a n t e d  w i t h  t h o r n s  and b a r b e r r i e s  w i t h  a  
c o r p o r a t i o n  g a t e  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  p u b l i c  f rom t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  I n  
e f f e c t ,  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  was a c t i n g  a s  l a n d l o r d  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e s  a s  
t e n a n t s .  A f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War, M a s s a c h u s e t t s  assumed 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  Gay Head a r e a .  I n  t h i s  manner, t h e  n a t i v e s  
became i n v o l u n t a r y  wards  of t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  no c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  
l a n d s  o r  homes. In  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  Gay Head n a t i v e s  were i n  a  poor  
s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  end of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  

The Gay Head n a t i v e s  had been  s u b j e c t e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h i n g  
th roughou t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  of t e n  w i t h  n a t i v e  p r e a c h e r s .  
Banks r e p o r t s  (1911:21)  t h e  B a p t i s t s  u s u a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t  of t h e  I n d i a n s .  I n  1702 a n  A n a b a p t i s t  s e c t  
was r e p o r t e d  a t  Gay Head. 

D .  Economic Base 

L i t t l e  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  economic o r  
s u b s i s t e n c e  l i v e s  of t h e  Gay Head n a t i v e s  o v e r  t h a t  no ted  f o r  t h e  
Contac t  and P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d s .  F i s h i n g  was p r o b a b l y  an i m p o r t a n t  
a c t i v i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when n a t i v e s  were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  whale  
f i s h e r y .  Loca l  t r a p  and pound f i s h i n g  was i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  was 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  cod f i s h e r y .  Wood was r e p o r t e d l y  r a r e  by t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l a r g e  game 
an ima l s  and h u n t i n g .  Farming was p r o b a b l y  p u r s u e d ,  b u t  on a  s m a l l  
s c a l e .  Economica l ly ,  t h e  n a t i v e s  were r e p o r t e d l y  i n  poor  shape  by 
t h e  t i m e  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Through t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  u s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  forms  of d w e l l i n g s ,  known t o  t h e  
c o l o n i a l s  a s  " I n d i a n  b u i l t . "  I n  1727 t h e r e  was o n l y  one E n g l i s h  
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house ,  though more were b u i l t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y .  I t  i s  
p r e s e n t l y  n o t  known i f  any of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A meet inghouse  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  
e x i s t e d  by 1 6 9 8 ;  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The e s t a b l i s h e d  l o c a l  r o a d s  and p a t h s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u se .  A f t e r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  Gay Head l i g h t h o u s e  i n  1799,  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  road t o  
Chilmark ( S o u t h  Road) was p r o b a b l y  t h e  most h e a v i l y  used r o u t e ,  
a l t h o u g h  u s e  of an  a l t e r n a t e  road t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  b r a n c h i n g  e a s t  of 
Black  Brook a s  Old S o u t h  Road was l i k e l y .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

No s e p a r a t e  f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Gay Head u n t i l  1870. N a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  however ,  r e p o r t e d  i n  Ch i lmark ' s  1765 c e n s u s  (72  ma le s ,  
116 f e m a l e s )  p r o b a b l y  l a r g e l y  i n  Gay Head r e s e r v a t i o n .  N a t i v e  
p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1790 r e p o r t e d  a s  203;  240 i n  1807. In  1817 ,  
p r o p r i e t o r s  numbered 250, of which o n l y  150 were  a c t u a l l y  r e s i d e n t  
i n  Gay Head. A s  i n  Chi lmark,  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  r ema ins  f a i r l y  
c o n s t a n t  t h roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h o u t  s h a r p  l o s s e s  o r  g a i n s .  

With t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  town came unde r  Commonwealth c o n t r o l  a s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  were made wards ,  d e p r i v e d  of r i g h t s  of v o t i n g ,  
a l i e n a t i o n  of l a n d ,  and e n t e r i n g  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d ,  s p a r s e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d .  Gay Head l i g h t h o u s e  was 
b u i l t  i n  1799 a t  Gay Head C l i f f s  i n  t h e  wes t .  A h i l l t o p  B a p t i s t  
Meet inghouse  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a  mile t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  1818. 

D.  Economic Base 

P r i n c i p a l  o c c u p a t i o n  h a s  a lways  been t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  Gay Head 
n a t i v e s  went t o  s e a  w i t h  N e w  Bedford and Nantucke t  w h a l e r s ,  though 
o t h e r  o f f s h o r e  f i s h i n g  p r o b a b l y  a l s o  u n d e r t a k e n .  Of t h e  240 
p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1807 ,  o n l y  142 were a c t u a l l y  r e s i d e n t :  some were 
c h i l d r e n  p u t  t o  s e r v i c e  i n  E n g l i s h  f a m i l i e s ;  t h e  o t h e r s  were a t  
s e a  on wha l ing  voyages .  Remaining i n h a b i t a n t s  devo ted  t o  
s m a l l - s c a l e  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r e .  "The l a n d , "  w r o t e  B a y l i e s  i n  
1786 ,  "produced I n d i a n  c o r n ,  r y e ,  p o t a t o e s ,  p e a s ,  f l a x ,  and b e a n s ;  
b u t  i n  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  s i n c e  t h e  B r i t i s h  Gene ra l  Gray [ "Gray ' s  
Ra id , "  17781 d e p r i v e d  them of t h e i r  s h e e p ,  which an imal  g r e a t l y  
e n r i c h e d  t h e  s o i l . "  A t  t h a t  t ime  t h e y  were dependent  on w h i t e s  a t  
t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  s u p p l y  of b r e a d  c o r n .  N a t i v e s  a l s o  
s o l d  w h i t e  c l a y  from t h e  c l i f f s  f o r  o f f - i s l a n d  f i r i n g .  

Gay Head L i g h t  (1799)  t h e  f i r s t  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard .  
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E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A l though  most of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  now l i v e d  i n  
" E n g l i s h f f  h o u s e s ,  l i t t l e  i s  known of t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  o r  
appea rance .  One s o u r c e  c o n t e n d s  t h e  group  was "more i n d u s t r i o u s  
and n e a t e r  i n  t h e i r  p e r s o n  and houses  t h a n  t h e i r  p e o p l e  e l s ewhere"  
(1806) .  L a t e r  s o u r c e s  (1839)  con tend  t h e y  were p r i m a r i l y  
s i n g l e - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The meet inghouse  was r e b u i l t  i n  1784,  w h i l e  t h e  
B a p t i s t  g roup  had i t s  own meet inghouse  by 1818,  and used i t s  
basement f o r  a  s c h o o l .  The f i r s t  l i g h t h o u s e  on t h e  C l i f f s  was 
b u i l t  i n  1798 ,  of wood, 40 f e e t  i n  h e i g h t ,  24 f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r ;  
t h e  k e e p e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  was 1 7  x  26 f e e t  w i t h  t h r e e  rooms, p l u s  a  
b a r n  and o i l  v a u l t .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

I n  1860,  t h e  County Road t h r o u g h  Chilmark was ex t ended  wes t  t o  Gay 
Head l i g h t h o u s e ,  and i n  1870  t h i s  road  was f u r t h e r  improved. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e s  numbered 174  i n  1 8 4 8 ;  237 i n  1860. A t  t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e ,  
t h e r e  were a l s o  1 6  " f o r e i g n e r s . "  F i r s t  o f f i c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  
i n  1870,  f f 1 6 0 , f t  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  227 r e p o r t e d  by Commissioner s e n t  
from l e g i s l a t u r e .  Subsequen t  w ide ly  v a s c i l l a t i n g  f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t  
e r r o r s  i n  enumera t ion  methods.  

The B a p t i s t s  were b r i e f l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Holmes Hole (Vineyard  
Haven) g roup ,  b u t  became an  independen t  s o c i e t y  i n  1832.  T h e i r  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  Mashpee r e s i d e n t s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of 
B l i n d  J o e  Amos a s  t h e i r  p r e a c h e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A s  a  
d i s t r i c t  from 1862,  t h e  a r e a  became s e l f - g o v e r n i n g ,  and w i t h  town 
s t a t u s  i n  1870 ,  a  number of s t a t u t o r y  r i g h t s  were g r a n t e d ,  c h i e f  
among them t h e  f r a n c h i s e .  Whaling s h i p  owners v i s i t e d  t h e  town t o  
r e c r u i t  c rews  among t h e  ma le s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d .  

D .  Economic Base 

No change i d e n t i f i e d  i n  economic a c t i v i t y .  F i s h i n g  and s m a l l - s c a l e  
a g r i c u l t u r e  remains  p r i n c i p a l  o c c u p a t i o n  of i n h a b i t a n t s .  The 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  new Gay Head L i g h t  i n  1850s i s  a  major  e v e n t  
i n  mar i t ime  c i r c l e s .  The f i r s t - o r d e r  l i g h t  was c a l l e d  I f t h e  f i n e s t  
on ou r  c o a s t s ,  and p e r h a p s  u n s u r p a s s e d  i n  t h e  world" (quo ted  i n  
"Report"  [ 1 8 7 1 ] ,  p .  6 ) .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The town ' s  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  k e p t  t h e  number of 
houses  down, o n l y  35 e s t i m a t e d  i n  1839. They c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s i s t  
p r i m a r i l y  of o n e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  a l o n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  road  t o  t h e  
C l i f f s .  A s m a l l  number of l a r g e r  homes were b u i l t  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  
forms  of t h e  p e r i o d :  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n s  of 
1 1 / 2  and two s t o r i e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The l i g h t h o u s e  was r e b u i l t  i n  1858-59,  of b r i c k ,  
60 f e e t  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  compound l e n s .  The s c h o o l h o u s e ,  
now p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  d a t e s  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d .  I t s  
e n t r y  i s  i n t o  a  s m a l l  p o r c h  on t h e  g a b l e  end ,  1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t ,  and s h i n g l e d .  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church was t a k e n  down 
and r e u s e d  a s  a  d w e l l i n g .  The remain ing  meet inghouse  i s  g a b l e  
f r o n t  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  tower  e n t r y  and o rnamen ta l  p i l a s t e r s  and 
one s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t .  

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  Summer e x c u r s i o n  b o a t s  
from Oak B l u f f s  and Edgartown made r e g u l a r  t r i p s  t o  Gay Head 
C l i f f s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  p e r i o d  a v e r a g e s  around 160-170,  though t h e  
e r r a t i c  v a s c i l l a t i o n  of f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t s  e r r o r s  i n  enumera t ion  
methods.  N e g l i g i b l e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  w i t h  48 houses  i n  t h e  town i n  
1910. A s c h o o l  was b u i l t  n o r t h  of t h e  B a p t i s t  Church on Sou th  
Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

With t h e  development  of C o t t a g e  C i t y  and t h e  summer r e s o r t  
b u s i n e s s ,  Gay Head becomes an  i m p o r t a n t  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  C l i f f s  
l e a s e d  1893 t o  Gay Head Clay Company, which s h i p p e d  t h e  c l a y  t o  
b r i c k  k i l n s  o f f  i s l a n d .  F i s h i n g  remains  i m p o r t a n t  o c c u p a t i o n .  The 
1915 L o b s t e r  c a t c h ,  va lued  a t  $10 ,050 ,  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e p o r t e d  
c a t c h  of any town i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  T h i r t y  f a r m s ,  34 houses  
r e p o r t e d  1890. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

The d rop  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  t o t a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  
e x t e n s i v e  r e b u i l d i n g .  Few examples  of u s e  of t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  
e l e m e n t s  of t h e  p e r i o d  though m u l t i p l e  g a b l e s  ornament some 
t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s .  I n  1906 t h e  L o b s t e r v i l l e  f i s h i n g  s h a c k s  were 
moved t o  Menemsha. 
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X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  Transportation Routes 

By the early 1930s, the County Road to Gay Head lighthouse was 
paved and improved. 

B. Population 

Declining population, from 175 in 1915, to 127 in 1940. 

C. Settlement Pattern 

Dispersed settlement continued. By period's end, a small hamlet 
emerged around the school and town hall northeast of the Baptist 
church. A small coastal hamlet (now gone) developed at 
Lobsterville on Menemsha Bight in the north. 

D. Economic Base 

No identified change in economic activity. Data very scarce. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: Small houses were built during this period on the 
road to the cliffs and at Lobsterville; one story in height, 
mostly quite simple in form. 

Institutional: The town constructed its hall during the 1920s; 
its wide gable end to the street has a wide pedimented porch, and 
houses a large hall. The side ell is divided for offices. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

There is no inventory for the town of Gay Head. The community had 
a small population and few dwelling houses to accommodate them 
throughout most of its history, until some later summer 
residences. The interaction of native and European building forms 
should be examined. The low survival rate, due to population 
decline and the shifting roadways, makes archaeological 
examinat ion of particular importance. 

XII. SOURCES 

Banks. Charles Edward 
191i-24 The Hi story of Marthaf s Vineyard, Dukes County, 

Massachusetts 3 vols. Boston: George H. Dean. 

Baylies, William 
1793 "Description of Gay Head," American Academy of Arts 6 

Sciences Memoirs 2, pt. 1 (1793), pp. 150-155. 

1915 Dukes County To-Day - -  1915: Historical, Biographical, 
Statistical. Edgartown. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Aquinnah



Freeman, James 
1815 ' ' D e s c r i ~ t i o n  of Dukes County." M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  

s o c i e t y A  C o l l e c t i o n s  S e r .  2 i o l .  3  ( 1 8 1 5 ) ,  pp.  38-94;  
r e p r i n t e d  i n  Dukes County I n t e l l i g e n c e r  1 2  ( ~ a y  1 9 7 1 ) ,  
whole i s s u e .  

Hine ,  C h a r l e s  G i l b e r t  
1908 The S t o r y  of M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  from t h e  L i p s  of i t s  

I n h a b i t a n t s . . .  (New York, 1 9 0 8 ) .  

Hough, Henry B e e t l e  
1936 M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  Summer R e s o r t ,  1835-1935. R u t l a n d ,  

VT . 
L a t i m e r ,  W .  J.  

1925 S o i l  Su rvey  of Dukes and Nan tucke t  Coun t i e s .  Un i t ed  
S t a t e s  Department  of A g r i c u l t u r e .  

- - - - - - - - - - - -  
181  5 M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  S e r i e s  2 ,  

v o l .  3. 

R a i l t o n ,  A r t h u r  R .  
1982 "Gay Head L i g h t ;  t h e  I s l a n d ' s  F i r s t , "  Dukes Count 

I n t e l l i g e n c e r  23 ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 2 ) ,  pp. --6-Y 91-11 

- - - - - - - - - -  
1982 "Gay Head L i g h t  G e t s  t h e  Wondrous F r e s n e l  , I '  Dukes 

County I n t e l l i g e n c e r  23 (May 1 9 8 2 ) ,  pp. 139-171. 

1871 "Report  of t h e  Commissioner Appointed t o  Complete t h e  
Examina t ion  and D e t e r m i n a t i o n  of a l l  Q u e s t i o n s  of 
T i t l e . "  Boston.  

R i t c h i e ,  Wi l l i am 
1969 The Archaeology  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard .  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  

P r e s s .  

Vanderhoop, Mrs. Mary A .  C l e g g e t t  
1904 "The Gay Head I n d i a n :  t h e i r  H i s t o r y  and  tradition^,'^ 

(New Bedfo rd ,  1904) .  Mounted newspaper  c l i p p i n g s  f rom 
t h e  New Bedford  Evening S t a n d a r d ;  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  
c o l l e c t i o n .  

1817 " V i s i t  t o  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  I s l a n d s  [and t o  Gay H e a d I y f 1  
Nor th  American Review 5, pp.  318-321. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Aquinnah




