
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
GARDNER 
 
Report Date: 1984 
 
Associated Regional Report: Central Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 4  COMMUNITY: G a r d n e r  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

L o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h - c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  G a r d n e r  
l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c o n d  t i e r  o f  t o w n s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  
b o r d e r .  I t s  s u r f a c e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n e v e n  and h i l l y ,  w i t h  
e l e v a t i o n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  n e a r l y  1 3 0 0  f e e t  above  sea l e v e l  t o  a b o u t  
900 f e e t  a b o v e  sea l e v e l  i n  t h e  O t t e r  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  M o s t  o f  t h e  
town  1  i e s  b e t w e e n  1 1 0 0  and  1 0 0 0  f e e t  above  sea l e v e l .  

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  O t t e r  R i v e r ,  t h e  t o w n  i s  d r a i n e d  b y  a  number  o f  
s t r e a m s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  many good s i t e s  f o r  w a t e r - p o w e r e d  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  Many ponds  and  r e s e r v o i r s  h a v e  been  f o r m e d  a l o n q  
t h e s e  s t r e a m s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  C r y s t a l  L a k e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
t o w n  c e n t e r .  The w a t e r s  f l o w  i n t o  t w o  m a j o r  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s -  
t h o s e  i n  t h e  w e s t  i n t o  t h e  O t t e r  R i v e r  and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  and  t h o s e  i n  t h e  e a s t  i n t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  
b a s i n .  

The t o w n ' s  s o i l s  c o n s i s t  l a r g e l y  o f  C h a r l t o n  l oams ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  
f i n e  sandy  t o  s t o n e y  l oam.  Where c u l t i v a b l e  t h e s e  s o i l s  a r e  among 
t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  and  y i e l d  good 
c r o p s  o f  h a y ,  g r a i n ,  and v e g e t a b l e s .  

1 1  POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

A p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  o f  s e v e r a l  1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  g r a n t s ,  G a r d n e r  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  t o w n  i n  1 7 8 5  f r o m  p a r t s  o f  t h e  t o w n s  o f  
Ashburnham ( 1  7 6 5 ) ,  T e m p l e t o n  (17621 ,  W e s t m i n s t e r  (17591 ,  and 
Winchendon  ( 1 7 6 4 ) .  P a r t s  w e r e  annexed  t o  W inchendon  i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  ( 1  787, 1 8 5 1  ) a n d  Ashburnham i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  ( 1 8 1 5 ) .  
P a r t s  o f  W inchendon  w e r e  a n n e x e d  i n  1 7 9 4  and 1851.  G a r d n e r  was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  a  c i t y  i n  1922.  

111, HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

G a r d n e r  i s  an u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  i n  a  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  
t r i b u t a r y  a r e a  n o r t h e a s t  o f  O t t e r  R i v e r ,  on a n  h i s t o r i c  e a s t - w e s t  
C e n t r a l  U p l a n d  c o r r i d o r .  N a t i v e  s i t e s  a r e  l i k e l y  a t  C r y s t a l  
Lake.  The a r e a  was o c c u p i e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  as  m a r g i n a l ,  
p e r i p h e r a l  l a n d s  o f  N a r r a g a n s e t t  Number Two ( W e s t m i n s t e r ) ,  
N a r r a g a n s e t t  Number S i x  ( T e m p l e t o n ) ,  I p s w i c h  Canada ( W i n c h e n d o n ) ,  
a n d  D o r c h e s t e r  Canada ( A s h b u r n h a m ) .  F i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  E u r o p e a n  
s e t t l e m e n t  was l i k e l y  b y  ca .  1760.  A s m a l l ,  d i s p e r s e d  
1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p o p u l  a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  s o u t h e a s t  o f  C r y s t a l  Lake  i n  1787  
a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  The F i f t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  T u r n p i k e  ( 1 8 0 0 )  i s  
s i t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  w i t h  l o c a l  f o c u s  a t  S o u t h  
G a r d n e r .  E a r l y  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  1  o c a l  c h a i r  and  woodenware  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e x p a n d e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n t o  a  1  a r g e - s c a l e  c h a i r  
i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  G a r d n e r  became 
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r e g i o n a l  r a i l  f o c u s .  F a c t o r y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  b o t h  a t  West 
G a r d n e r  and S o u t h  G a r d n e r ,  and I r i s h ,  F r e n c h  Canad ian ,  and d i v e r s e  
l a t e r  e t h n i c ,  mu1 t i  f a m i l y ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  d e v e l o p e d  and 
expanded,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on W a s h i n g t o n  H i l l  and a r o u n d  G l  enwood 
H i l l .  The m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  ( O l d  Common) r e m a i n e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  
c i v i c  and h i g h - i n c o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and 
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
g r a v i t a t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  West  G a r d n e r  a r e a ,  where  m u l t i s t o r y  b r i c k  
b l o c k s  a r e  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  1880s .  A new c i v i c  c e n t e r  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  West G a r d n e r  a f t e r  l o c a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as  a  c i t y  i n  
1921.  The i n n o v a t i v e  G a r d n e r  S t a t e  C o l o n y  f o r  t h e  I n s a n e  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Some i s o l a t e d  l a t e  1 8 t h -  and  e a r l y  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g s  r e m a i n ,  
w i t h  a  s m a l l  c l u s t e r  on  P a r k  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  and e l e m e n t s  o f  
t u r n p i k e  s e t t l e m e n t  s u r v i v e  a l o n p  E a s t  Broadway i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r .  
S e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  l a t e  1 9 t h -  and e a r l y  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  f a c t o r y  
c o m p l e x e s  and i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v e ,  a s  do a  number o f  
o u t s t a n d i n g  c i v i c  and r e 1  i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s i n g 1  e -  a n d  mu1 t i  f a m i l y  h o u s i n g ,  and some n o t a b l e  
h i g h - s t y l e  r e s i d e n c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  O l d  Common a r e a ,  
Downtown G a r d n e r  r e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  l a t e  1 9 t h -  a n d  e a r l y  
2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r ,  b u t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  c o r e ,  
w i d e s p r e a d  a1 t e r a t i o n s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  e x t e r i o r s ,  
and d e s t r u c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  modern  R o u t e  2  c o r r i d o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a v e  a l l  l e s s e n e d  i t s  c o h e r e n c e  as  an u r b a n  c e n t e r ,  
Many l a n d m a r k  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h r e a t e n e d .  
E a r l y  a u t o m o b i l e  e r a  s u r v i v a l s  r e m a i n  a l o n g  t h e  o l d  Mohawk T r a i l  
r o u t e  (Wes t  B r o a d w a y I E a s t  B r o a d w a y ) .  Suburban  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  m o s t  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  E x p a n s i o n  o f  Moun t  
W a c h u s e t t  Communi ty  C o l l e g e  and t h e  r e c e n t  new R o u t e  1 4 0  c o r r i d o r  
i n  t h e  e a s t  h a v e  a l s o  h a d  a  h e a v y  i m p a c t  on o u t l y i n g  a r e a s ,  
D e s t r u c t i o n  and a1 t e r a t i o n  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  componen ts  o f  t h e  
G a r d n e r  S t a t e  C o l o n y  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  as  p a r t  o f  i t s  
c o n v e r s i o n  t o  a  c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

H i g h l a n d  t r i b u t a r y  a r e a  n o r t h  and e a s t  o f  O t t e r  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  
E a s t l w e s t  t r a i l  f r o m  M e e t i n g h o u s e  Pond ( W e s t m i n s t e r )  s o u t h  o f  
C r y s t a l  L a k e  t o  O t t e r  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  i n f e r r e d  on B e t t y  S p r i n g  
R o a d - P e a r l  S t r e e t - C e n t r a l  S t r e e t - W e s t  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  a1 t e r n a t e  r o u t e  
c o n j e c t u r e d  on P a r k  S t r e e t - C l a r k  Road-G len  Road. S o u t h e r n  t r a i l  
i n f e r r e d  on Elm S t r e e t - S o u t h  M a i n - H i g h  S t r e e t - M i n n o t t  Road, t o  
t r a i l  s o u t h  o f  Cedar  Swamp (Westmi  n s t e r ) .  N o r t h e a s t  t r a i l  a1 o n g  
Whi tman R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  t o  Naukeag Lakes  i n f e r r e d  o n  P e a r l  
S t r e e t - S m i t h  S t r e e t - M u r r a y  Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i k e  so many W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  t o w n s ,  t h e  few s i t e s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  
t h e  t o w n  have  no c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  L i k e  i t s  n e i g h b o r  
Ashburnham, t h e  t o w n  l i e s  p a r t i a l l y  i n  t h e  Nashua and  p a r t i a l l y  i n  
t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e .  T h i s  r e i n f o r c e s  i t s  p o s i t i o n  l o c a t e d  
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i n  a  c u l t u r a l  b o u n d a r y  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  N ipmucks  i n  t h e  s o u t h  and 
e a s t  and t h e  w e s t e r n  Sauakeag.  Combined w i t h  i t s  u p l a n d  e c o l o g y ,  
we c a n  e x p e c t  l o w  d e n s i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  C r y s t a l  Pond, O t t e r  
R i v e r ,  and  s m a l l e r  w a t e r w a y s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b r o o k  t r i b u t a r i e s  and 
s e v e r a l  ponds,  a t t r a c t e d  o c c u p a t i o n .  

C, S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

I n  t h i s  u p l a n d  a r e a ,  v i s i t s  w e r e  s e a s o n a l  and b r i e f ,  b y  s m a l l  
f a m i l y  o r  t a s k  g r o u p s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  h u n t i n g  and p e r h a p s  f o r  
l i t h i c  r e s o u r c e s  n e a r  K e n d a l l  Pond i n  t h e  e a s t .  

V .  PLANTATION PEP I O D  ( 1  620 -1  6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use.  

B ,  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d ,  w i t h  a  r e d u c t i o n  when t h e  Sauakeags moved n o r t h .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

P e r i p h e r a l  p a r t  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  t o w n s ,  w i t h  n a t i v e  t r a i l  s  i m p r o v e d  
a s  r o a d s  t o  t o w n  c e n t e r s .  A new t h r o u g h  r o u t e  i s  C o u n t y  Road f r o m  
Winchendon t o  W e s t m i n s t e r  (abandoned  way s o u t h w e s t  o f  R o u t e  1 4 0  t o  
P a r k  S t r e e t ,  abandoned way t o  Chape l  S t r e e t ,  abandoned r o u t e  t o  
Co l  o n y  Road 1, 

€3, P o p u l a t i o n  

Few f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  due t o  l a t e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  d a t e .  I n  1770 
t h e r e  were  ca .  1 3  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  S e t t l e r s  came t o  t h e  t o w n  
f r o m  S h e r b o r n ,  M a r l b o r o u g h ,  R e a d i n g ,  and Needham, a s  w e l l  as 
W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  t o w n s  such  a s  H a r v a r d  and S h r e w s b u r y .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  due t o  l a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  W o r c e s t e r  Coun ty .  T h i s  a r e a  was t h e  f a r  c o r n e r s  o f  
t o w n s  l a i d  o u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y :  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  Ashburnham, 
Winchendon,  and  T e m p l e t o n ,  The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r ,  E l  i s h a  
J a c k s o n ,  came t o  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  s e c t i o n  on t h e  p o s t  r o a d  t o  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  i n  1764, A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  a r e a  was 
g r a n t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  f o u r t h  l a n d  d i v i s i o n  o f  1770.  These a r e a s  
w e r e  o c c u p i e d  a s  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s  f a r  f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  towns .  
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D. Economic  Base 

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  t o w n ;  see p a r e n t  t o w n  r e p o r t s  f o r  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p o o r  a g r a r i a n  t o w n s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o u n t y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  t h e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  G a r d n e r .  The 01 d e s t  known house  i s  ca.  1 7 6 8  cape  
moved t o  Lenox  S t r e e t .  O f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  houses ,  t h e  m o s t  common 
f o r m  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  t h e  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n ,  b o t h  one and 
t w o  s t o r i e s .  D o u b l e  c h i m n e y  houses  seem t o  h a v e  been r a r e  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The F i f t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  T u r n p i k e  i s  opened a c r o s s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p a r t  o f  t o w n  ca.  1800.  The S m i t h  S t r e e t - P e a r l  S t r e e t  r o u t e  i s  
i m p r o v e d  as  a  c o n n e c t o r  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t y  
r o a d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

F o r  t h e  y e a r s  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rows ,  d o u b l i n g  i n  
40  y e a r s ,  f r o m  531 i n  1 7 9 0  t o  1,023 i n  1830.  T h i r t y - t h r e e  men 
g a t h e r e d  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  1786 b u t  d i d  n o t  c a l l  a  m i n i s t e r  u n t i l  
1791. As e a r l y  a s  1797  some c i t i z e n s  were  c e r t i f i e d  t o  
A s h b u r n h a m ' s  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ;  a  s o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1800 
i n c l u d e d  i n  a  c i r c u i t  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  n o r t h  W o r c e s t e r  a n d  F r a n k l i n  
C o u n t y  towns .  By 1813,  B a p t i s t s  were  c e r t i f i e d  t o  T e m p l e t o n  u n t i l  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  s o c i e t y  h e r e  i n  1827 and a  c h u r c h  i n  1830.  
T h a t  y e a r  t h e  town e x p e r i e n c e d  a  g r e a t  r e v i v a l .  T h i s  l e d  i n  p a r t  
t o  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  many 
c h u r c h  members, and  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1830  o f  an E v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h  
b y  41 ma les .  I t  i s  n o t  known w h e t h e r  any  c i t i z e n s  a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  S h a y s '  R e b e l 1  i o n ;  t h e  town  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  
C o u r t  t o  b r i n g  peace  f r o m  t h e  i n s u r g e n c y ,  even  i f  some s u f f e r i n g  
was i n v o l v e d .  L a t e r  t h e y  w r o t e  J e f f e r s o n  t o  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  Embargo 
o f  1807,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  As e a r l y  as  
1 7 8 9  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  w o r k h o u s e  was d i s m i s s e d .  a  
v o l u n t a r y  m i l i t a r y  g r o u p ,  t h e  G a r n e r  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y ,  was f o r m e d  i n  
1813. The f i r s t  t e m p e r a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1829. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  Temp1 e t o n ,  
Winchendon,  and  Ashburnham. H i 1  1  t o p  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  
b y  1787  s o u t h e a s t  o f  C r y s t a l  L a k e  a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as town o f  
Gardner .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1791,  and  s m a l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c e n t e r  d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  P e a r l  S t r e e t  a f t e r  ca .  1790. S e c o n d a r y  
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t u r n p i k e  v i l l a g e  d e v e l o p s  a t  S o u t h  G a r d n e r  a f t e r  1 8 0 0  a l o n g  E a s t  
Broadway.  D i s p e r s e d ,  s m a l l  - s c a l e  w o o d w o r k i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n c e n t r a t e s  i n  many c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  shops  
b y  p e r i o d ' s  end. 

D. Economic  Base 

D u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  G a r d n e r  was t r a n s f o r m e d  f r o m  a  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  t o  a  g r o w i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c e n t e r  f u e l e d  b y  w o o d w o r k i n p  i n d u s t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
c h a i r - m a k i n g .  D u r i n g  t h e  1  a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a p r i c u l  t u r e  was 
s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  p o t a s h ,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  t u b s ,  
p a i l s  and b a r r e l s ,  and o t h e r  m i n o r  w o o d w o r k i n g  c r a f t s .  A r e s u l t  
o f  s u r p l  us  1  umber g e n e r a t e d  b y  1  and c l e a r i n g ,  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  
e v e n t u a l l y  came t o  b e  t h e  s o l e  p u r s u i t s  o f  a  number o f  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  By 1795 ,  s i x  s a w m i l l s  were  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  G a r d n e r .  

E a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c h a i r - m a k i n g  was commenced i n  G a r d n e r  
and  b y  1832  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  80% o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods ( 8 9 8 , 0 0 0 )  and e m p l o y e d  n e a r l y  2 0 0  men 
and  women. The f i r s t  c h a i r - m a k e r  i n  G a r d n e r  was James M. Comee, 
who began t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  a l l - w o o d e n  c h a i r s  i n  1805 n e a r  t h e  
c e n t e r .  N o t  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d s  f l a g  ( o r  r u s h )  s e a t e d  c h a i r s  were  
i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h e  f l a g g i n g  o f  t h e  s e a t s  woven i n  t h e  home on c h a i r  
f r ames  made i n  t h e  shops  and  p u t - o u t  t o  home w o r k e r s ,  

Soon Comee's a p p r e n t i c e d  workmen s e t  up  t h e i r  own shops,  t h e  f i r s t  
b e i n g  E l i j a h  B r i c k  i n  1814. A b o u t  1825  E l i j a h  Putnam s e t  up  shop 
on  Green S t r e e t ,  and i n  1826  L e v i  and W a t e r  Heywood began  t o  make 
c h a i r s  i n  a  shop a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  E lm and  C e n t r a l  S t .  The f i r s t  
c h a i r  shop e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r  was s e t  up i n  1818 b y  
J o n e s  B r i c k .  A s e c o n d  ma- jo r  c h a i r - m a k i n g  p l a n t  was s e t  up i n  
S o u t h  G a r n e r  i n  1 8 3 0  b y  S t e p h e n  T a y l o r  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  l a t e r  
S.K. P i e r c e  and Co. p l a n t .  

U n t i l  t h e  1 8 2 0 s  m o s t  work  was c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  hand,  u t i l i z i n g  
f o o t - p o w e r  t o  t u r n  l a t h e s ,  w i t h  m o s t  shops m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a l l  t h e i r  
c h a i r  p a r t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 2 0 s  t u r n i n g  shops ,  w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  o n l y  
t h e  l a t h e - t u r n e d  p o s t s  and  r a i l s  o f  c h a i r s ,  began  t o  a p p e a r ;  among 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  and l a r g e s t  was t h e  f i r m  o f  Saw in  and Damon, w h i c h  
i n t r o d u c e d  w a t e r - p o w e r e d  c i r c u l a r  saws and t u r n i n g  l a t h e s  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1820s .  By 1832,  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y  S e c r e t a r y ' s  Census 
o f  M a n u f a c t u r e s ,  G a r d n e r  c o n t a i n e d  n i n e  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  and 
t h e  Saw in  and Damon t u r n i n g  shop.  O t h e r  w o o d w o r k i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  m e c h a n i z e d  b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d e d  
t u b  and p a i l  m a k i n g ;  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c a r d b o a r d s ,  d i s p o s e d  o f  a t  
L e i c e s t e r  where  t h e y  were  f i n i s h e d  and  r e a d i e d  f o r  m a r k e t ;  and b o x  
and s e i v e  mak ing .  

D u r i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  decades  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
c r a f t s l i n d u s t r i e s  w e r e  p u r s u e d .  I n  1 8 0 8  a  m i l l  p r i v i l e g e  i n  S o u t h  
G a r d n e r  was d e v e l o p e d  and  a  n a i l - m a k i n g  m i l l  e r e c t e d .  By 1 8 2 0  t h e  
s i t e  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  and c a r d i n g  m i l l  ; b y  1829 
a g a i n  changed  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  p i n e  f u r n i t u r e .  B o o t  and 
shoemak ing  a l s o  were  c a r r i e d  on t h o u g h  i n  a  s m a l l  way;  b y  1832  
o n l y  t w o  shops  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e i r  l e a t h e r  needs 
w e r e  s u p p l i e d  b y  a  l o c a l  t a n n e r  and c u r r i e r ,  George S c o t t .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  and d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  f o r m s  seem 
t o  have  p r e v a i l e d ,  S i  n g l  e - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  houses  a p p e a r  t o  
c o m p r i s e  t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  o f  s u r v i v a l s .  The number o f  t w o - s t o r y ,  
d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  houses  i n c r e a s e d  and i n c l u d e d  a  g a b l e  on h i p  
examp le .  A t  l e a s t  one end  c h i m n e y  house  i s  r e c o r d e d  and  t w o  r e a r  
w a l l  c h i m n e y  p l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one w i t h  b r i c k  end  w a l l s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i  r s t  m e e t i  nghouse  was b u i l  t b e t w e e n  1787-91.  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  m e a s u r e d  45 x  6 0  f e e t ,  was p a i n t e d  a  s t o n e  c o l o r  w i t h  
g r e e n  d o o r s  and w h i t e  t r i m ,  and  was o r d e r e d  t o  be  f i n i s h e d  l i k e  
t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  F o u r  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1796 and  w e r e  i m p r o v e d  o r  r e p a i r e d  i n  1802 b y  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  S p a n i s h  b rown  and l y e  p a i n t .  Two a d d i t i o n a l  
d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  1818,  A p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  was b u i l t  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1814.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  The S o u t h  G a r d n e r  H o t e l ,  a  ca.  1805,  t w o - s t o r y ,  
e i g h t - b a y ,  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use  a s  a  h o t e l ,  w i t h  
a d d i t i o n s ,  i n t o  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830-1  8 7 0 )  

A, T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The Vermon t  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  ( F i t c h b u r g )  R a i l r o a d  b e g i n s  s e r v i c e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t o w n  b e t w e e n  G a r d n e r  C e n t e r  and S o u t h  
G a r d n e r  b y  1847.  The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  town  a c c e l e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
n e a r l y  t r i p l i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  40  y e a r s ,  f r o m  1 ,260  i n  1 8 3 0  t o  3,333 
i n  1870.  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h i s  g r o w t h  was t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  t h e  town ,  and w i t h  i t  came i n  i n f l u x  
o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  t o  t h e  town ,  e x p a n d i n g  f r o m  10.3% i n  1855 t o  13.4% 
t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  M o s t  numerous,  o f  c o u r s e ,  were  t h e  I r i s h ,  w i t h  
s m a l l  numbers  o f  C a n a d i a n s  and E n g l i s h .  

W i t h  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  O r t h o d o x ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r i s h  became 
U n i t a r i a n  i n  1850;  b y  1843 ,  however ,  t h e  g r o u p  had  weakened, and 
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  began.  T h i s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  
1867 ,  w i t h  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  v i e w s  p r e d o m i n a t i n g .  I n  1864  
U n i v e r s a l i s t  p r e a c h i n g  began  i n  t h e  town ,  and i n  1 8 6 7  t h e y  t o o k  
o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  As t h e  number o f  C a t h o l i c s  
i n c r e a s e d ,  masses began  i n  1 8 5 6 ;  t h e r e  were  ca.  3 0 0  i n  1 8 6 3  when 
t w o  m i s s i o n s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town.  I n  1 8 6 9  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  f o r m e d  a  
c h u r c h .  

The number o f  t e m p e r a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c r e a s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
W a s h i n g t o n  T o t a l  A b s t i n e n c e  S o c i e t y  o f  1842,  a  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  i n  1848,  a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Good T e m p l a r s  i n  1866. 
O t h e r  v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a l s o  p r o l i f e r a t e d :  a  s e c o n d  
v o l u n t a r y  m i l i t a r y  g r o u p ,  t h e  G a r d n e r  G r e y s ,  was o r g a n i z e d  i n 1 8 4 4 ;  
two  b r a s s  bands  e x i s t e d  i n  1855,  and  a  M u s i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Gardner



f o c u s i n g  on t h e  s a c r e d ,  had  been o r g a n i z e d  i n  1851 ;  a  l o d g e  o f  
Masons was f o r m e d  i n  1864 ;  a  Y M C A  was f o r m e d  i n  1868.  The 
d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  s  h e l d  c i r c u l a t i n g  1  i b r a r i e s ,  S o u t h  G a r d n e r  had a  
S o c i a l  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  1840,  a n d  t h r e e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  
1  i b r a r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an a g r i c u l  t u r a l  , were  f o r m e d  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  
C e n t e r .  From 1856  d i s c l ~ s s i o n  a b o u t  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  t o o k  p l a c e ,  
b r i n g i n g  i r r e g u l a r  t e r m s  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  u n t i l  made p e r m a n e n t  i n  
1866, Schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  a b o l i s h e d  i n  1869.  A p o o r  f a r m  was 
p u r c h a s e d  i n  1849.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  a t  t h e  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r  
a t  West G a r d n e r ,  s o u t h w e s t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
v i l l a g e ,  a l o n g  t h e  Pond Brook  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  Glenwood and 
W a s h i n g t o n  H i l l s ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  a l s o  o c c u r s  a t  a  s e c o n d  c h a i r  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f o c u s  a l o n g  t h e  Pen B r o o k  c o r r i d o r  a t  S o u t h  
Gardner .  The m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  r e m a i n s  t h e  m a i n  
institutional/commercial f o c u s  and i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  m o s t  m i d d l e -  and  
h i g h - i n c o m e  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h .  

M a j o r  c h a i r  i n d u s t r y  e x p a n s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 5 0 9 s  o c c u r s  a l o n g  Pond 
B r o o k  f r o m  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  s o u t h ,  w i t h  f a c t o r i e s  and m i l l  ponds 
b e t w e e n  P i n e  and  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  as f a r  as  t h e  Vermon t  and 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r a i l  l i n e .  I m m i g r a n t  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  p r e d o m i n a t e s  on 
t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o r r i d o r  on N o r t h  M a i n ,  E m e r a l d  S t r e e t ,  
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  L i m e r i c k  S t r e e t ,  and D u b l i n  S t r e e t .  Some w o r k e r  
h o u s i n g  i s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C o t t a g e - S p r i n g - M a p 1  e  S t r e e t  a r e a .  
A s e c o n d a r y  c o m m e r c i a l / i n s t i  t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r  b e g i n s  t o  d e v e l o p  b y  
p e r i o d ' s  end  a t  t h e  s e v e n  s t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end 
o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  ( C e n t r a l  / N o r t h  M a i n  i n t e r s e c t i o n )  w i t h  
a  1  a r g e  c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k  and t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i  s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1  8 7 0 ) .  

The m a i n  c i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a i n s  a t  t h e  O l d  
Common w i t h  t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 5 6 )  on  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t ,  t h e  t o w n  h a l l  ( 18601 ,  and s e v e r a l  s c a t t e r e d  c o m m e r c i a l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  M i d d l e -  and  h i g h - i n c o m e  
r e s i d e n c e s  e x t e n d  e a s t  and w e s t  o f  t h i s  c e n t e r ,  on  P e a r l  S t r e e t  
and C e n t r a l  / L y n d e  S t r e e t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A h i g h - i n c o m e  d i s t r i c t  
b e g i n s  t o  d e v e l o p  s o u t h w a r d  on S c h o o l ,  C h e s t n u t ,  and  Elm S t r e e t s  
a s  f a r  as C r o s s  S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  some f u r t h e r  e x t e n s i o n  on C h e s t n u t  
S t r e e t .  

I n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r ,  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e x p a n d s  on t h e  Pew Brook  
c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  f a c t o r i e s  and  m i l l  ponds  n o r t h  o f  E a s t  Broadway.  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  c l u s t e r , a n d  
t h e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 3 3 )  a t  t h e  E a s t  B r o a d w a y / H i g h  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  o c c u r s  on E a s t  Broadway and H i g h  
S t r e e t ,  and d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  S o u t h  M a i n  f r o m  t h e  Vermont  
a n d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R a i l r o a d  t o  U n i o n  S t r e e t ,  s o u t h  on U n i o n  S t r e e t ,  
and n o r t h  on  C h e l s e a  S t r e e t .  A s m a l l  d e p o t  c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p s  
b e t w e e n  West and S o u t h  G a r d n e r  a t  t h e  N o r t h  M a i n / S o u t h  M a i n / E l m  
S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
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D. Economic  Base 

The 1 8 3 0 s  m a r k e d  a  new phase  i n  t h e  c h a i r - m a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  - t h e  
w i d e s p r e a d  a d o p t i o n  and  use  o f  w a t e r  and  l a t e r  s team p o w e r e d  
m a c h i n e r y ,  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  r a t t a n  as an i m p o r t a n t  m a t e r i a l  
f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c h a i r s .  By m i d - c e n t u r y  many o f  t h e  m a j o r  
c h a i r - m a k e r s  had  been e s t a b l i s h e d  and G a r d n e r  had become t h e  
1  e a d i  n g  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t o w n  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 
I n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  r a t t a n  was E l i j a h  Putnam, who 
f i r s t  m a n u f a c t u r e d  c h a i r s  w i t h  c a n e  s e a t s  i n  G a r d n e r  i n  1832. The 
s t o r y  goes t h a t  one o f  h i s  emp loyees  o b s e r v e d  i n m a t e s  o f  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  c a n i n g  s e a t s  f o r  New York  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  He r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  s e a t  and  
m a t e r i a l s ,  a l l  o w i n g  Putnam t o  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s .  R a t t a n ,  a  
s p e c i e s  o f  p a l m  t r e e ,  (Ca lamus  R o t a n g ) ,  i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  
f o r e s t s  o f  E a s t  I n d i a  and o f  t h e  M a l a y a n  P e n i n s u l a .  The p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  p l a n t  o r i g i n a l l y  used,  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  " c a n e "  i n  t h e  s e a t s ,  
i s  r e a l l y  t h e  g l a z e d  s i l i c i o n s  o u t e r  c o v e r i n g  o f  t h e  v i n e  w h i c h  
c a n  b e  s t r i p p e d  o f f  i n  l o n g ,  t h i n ,  u n i f o r m  s t r i p s  and i s  
r e m a r k a b l y  f l e x i b l e  and  s t r o n g .  Putnam a t  f i r s t  h i r e d  women t o  
cane  s e a t s  i n  h i s  f a c t o r y ,  b u t  t h e  demand e x c e e d e d  t h e  amount  t h a t  
he  c o u l d  s u p p l y  i n  t h i s  manner ,  s o  he  i n a u g u r a t e d  " p u t t i n g - o u t "  
c h a i r  f r a m e s  t o  b e  c a n e d  i n  t h e  house .  As t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  cane  
s e a t  c h a i r s  s p r e a d ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p u t t i n g - o u t  c h a i r  f r a m e s  f o r  
home c a n i n g  was e x t e n d e d  u n t i l  i t  was i t s e l f  an  i m p o r t a n t  
i n d u s t r y ,  a f f o r d i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  and an a d d i t i o n a l  i n c o m e  t o  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

The use o f  cane  f o s t e r e d  a  w h o l e  new i n d u s t r y :  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  r a t t a n  v i n e s  and s l i t t i n g  i n t o  s t r i p s .  U n t i l  m i d - c e n t u r y  t h i s  
was a  hand  p r o c e s s ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  shops o r  i n  s p e c i a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  
o f  t h e  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t o r i e s ,  I n  1 8 4 9  S u l l i v a n  Sawyer o f  T e m p l e t o n  
r e c e i v e d  a  p a t e n t  on a  m a c h i n e  f o r  s p l i t t i n g  and d r e s s i n g  r a t t a n  
and i n  1851 one f o r  c u t t i n g  r a t t a n .  These w e r e  f o l l o w e d  b y  
p a t e n t s  on a  c a n e - w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e  i n  1 8 5 4  and  1855.  A  number o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  p a t e n t s  were  g r a n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t o  i n v e n t o r s  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Char1  es town ,  S o u t h  R e a d i n g ,  Temp1 e t o n ,  a n d  G a r d n e r .  
F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  
c o m p a n i e s  f o r  w o r k i n g  r a t t a n  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  B o s t o n  a n d  
F i t c h b u r g ,  and s u p p l i e d  t h e  demand f o r  c a n e  i n  G a r d n e r ,  v e r y  
l i t t l e  b e i n g  w o r k e d - u p  i n  G a r d n e r  as  a  r e s u l t .  

Towards  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  s e c o n d  m a j o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
i n n o v a t i o n  was made i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  cane.  I n  1867 a  G a r d n e r  
m e c h a n i c ,  G a r d n e r  A. W a t k i n s ,  i n v e n t e d  a  l o o m  f o r  w e a v i n g  cane  
i n t o  a  c o n t i n u o u s  web b y  t h e  use o f  power .  Though i t  m a n u f a c t u r e d  
o n l y  p a l  i n - w e a v e  cane  webb ing ,  i t  g r e a t l y  f a c i l  i t a t e d  t h e  
s u b s e a u e n t  h a n d - w e a v i n g  r e o u i r e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  more  p o p u l a r  and 
a t t r a c t i v e  C h i n e s e  weave. F o l l o w i n g  i t  w e r e  i n v e n t i o n s  o f  
m a c h i n e s  w h i c h  s p l i c e d  s t r a n d s  t o g e t h e r .  

Accompany ing  t h e  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  o f  r a t t a n - w o r k i n g  was a  g e n e r a l  
m e c h a n i z a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  t h e  e n t i r e  c h a i r - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  The 
r e s u l t ,  b y  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  was t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  o n l y  
hand-work  done was f e e d i n g  o f  s t o c k  i n t o  m a c h i n e s  and t h e  assemb ly  
o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  t o g e t h e r .  A n o t h e r  change  was t h e  
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d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  many o f  t h e  s m a l l  c h a i r  shops and g r o w t h  o f  
f e w e r ,  b u t  l a r g e r  f a c t o r i e s .  I n  1837,  25 shops e m p l o y e d  350 
hands.  By 1865,  1 3  f a c t o r i e s  e m p l o y e d  461 men a n d  a n o t h e r  1300 
women and c h i l d r e n  c a n i n g  c h a i r s  i n  t h e i r  homes, 

O f  t h e  many f i r m s  w h i c h  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and p r o s p e r e d  i n  Gardner ,  
p e r h a p s ,  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  and l a r g e s t  was t h e  Heywood C h a i r  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  CO. The company w e n t  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e l o c a t i o n s  t o  an a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  West 
G a r d n e r  S a u a r e  ( i n  1 8 3 4  a f t e r  a  f i r e  o f  e a r l i e r  s h o p s ) ,  and g r e a t  
i n c o r p o r a t e d .  A f i r e  i n  1861  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  f o r c i n g  
s u s p e n s i o n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  o v e r  a  y e a r  w h i l e  a  new p l a n t  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  decades  t h e  company 
u n d e r w e n t  r a p i d  and  e x t e n s i v e  e x p a n s i o n ,  Becoming  t h e  l a r g e s t  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  and i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a l l  s t a g e s  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  l u m b e r  y a r d  t o  f i n i s h i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  one 
l o c a t i o n .  

The Heywoods w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  w a t e r - p o w e r e d  
p r o d u c t i o n .  L e v i  Heywood i n t r o d u c e d  s p e c i a l i z e d  m a c h i n e r y ,  new 
m e t h o d s  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a  t y p e  o f  t i l t i n g  c h a i r  m a c h i n e r y  w h i c h  
g r e a t l y  i m p r e s s e d  t h e  V i e n n e s e  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  F r a n c i s  T h o n e t  
d u r i n g  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Heywood f a c t o r y .  By 1870  t h e  f i r m  emp loyed  
more  t h a n  1200  w o r k e r s  and e a r n e d  more  t h a n  81,000,000 a n n u a l l y .  

The company p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  G a r d n e r ,  as  many f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  Heywood 
f i r m  e s t a b l i s h e d  new m a n u f a c t o r i e s  i n  G a r d n e r ,  p r o d u c i n g  many 
compl  e m e n t a r y  p r o d u c t s .  Heywood f a m i l y  members r e p r e s e n t e d  
G a r d n e r  i n  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  
b a n k s  i n  G a r d n e r ,  and as  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  
came t h r o u g h  G a r d n e r .  

Many o f  t h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  f i r m s  i n  G a r d n e r  f o r m e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1850s  
and  60s. Among t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  o r  expanded  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a r e :  A.  W h i t e  and Co. ( 1 8 4 8 -  l a t e r  A. & H.C. 
Know1 t o n )  i n  t h e  c e n t e r :  t h e  L.H. S a w i n  C h a i r  Co. ( 1 8 5 1 )  a l s o  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r ;  J a c k s o n  & Greenwood ( 1 8 5 2  - l a t e r  C o n a n t  & B u s h ) ,  w e s t  
o f  S o u t h  G a r d n e r ;  S. B e n t  & B r o s .  ( 1 8 6 7 )  on M i l l  S t r e e t .  
P h i l a n d e r  D e r b y  & Co. ( 1 8 6 3 ) ,  on N o r t h  M a i n  S t . ;  S.K. P i e r c e  
( g r e a t l y  expanded  a f t e r  1 8 5 8 )  i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r ;  E. W r i g h t  & Co. 
( c a .  1 8 4 5 )  on  No. M a i n  S t . ;  W r i g h t  & Read ( r e b u i l t  a f t e r  a  f i r e  i n  
1 8 6 6 )  i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r ;  and  Greenwood B r o s  and  Co. (begun  ca.  
1 8 2 7 )  i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  expanded  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  as  
l a n d  u s e  became more  i n t e n s i v e  and e x t e n s i v e .  Meadow and p a s t u r e  
l a n d  i n c r e a s e d  b y  n e a r l y  50% f r o m  5500 t o  n e a r l y  800  a c r e s  w h i l e  
u n i m p r o v e d  l a n d  f e l l  b y  50% f r o m  4330 t o  2153 a c r e s .  P r o d u c t i o n  
o f  g r a i n s  d e c l i n e d  s h a r p l y  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  b a r l e y ) .  
A b s o l u t e  numbers  o f  1  i v e s t o c k  r e m a i n e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same i n  
1 8 6 0  as  i n  1830 ;  d e c l i n e s  i n  t h e  number o f  cows, o x e n ,  and m o s t  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  sheep,  w e r e  c o m p e n s a t e d  b y  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  number o f  
h o r s e s  i n  town.  D a i r y i n g  a c t i v i t y  was j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  change 
f r o m  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b u t t e r  and c h e e s e  t o  r a w  m i l k  b y  1870.  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  o r  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  house  f o r m s  
a p p e a r  t o  s u r v i v e .  By f a r ,  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  house  t y p e  f o r  t h e  
Greek R e v i v a l  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  g a b l e  end, w i t h  a  l a r g e  number o f  
f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  e x a m p l e s ,  n o t a b l y  i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r .  L a t e r  
p e r i o d  houses  d i s p l a y  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Queen Anne, a n d  S t i c k  S t y l e  
t r i m .  Second E m p i r e ,  m a n s a r d  r o o f  houses ,  b o t h  s i d e  h a l l  a n d  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  p l a n s ,  w e r e  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
( t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  f r a m e  o c t a g o n a l  house  d a t e s  f r o m  1 8 5 4  and  i s  
a s c r i b e d  t o  J. E. A l g e r .  T h r e e  l a t e  p e r i o d  houses  o f  n o t e  a r e  
t h o s e  b e l o n g i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  t o  t h e  Heywood and M a r t e l  f a m i l i e s .  
These a r e  two-and-a -ha1  f - s t o r y ,  a s y m m e t r i c a l ,  Queen Anne d e t a i l e d  
d w e l l i n g s  w i t h  h i n t s  o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  i n f l u e n c e  as  w e l l .  A l s o  
o f  n o t e  i s  a  p r e - 1 8 5 5 ,  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  g a b l e  end 
f a c a d e  s t r u c t u r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  787 -91  was a p p a r e n t l y  
r e c o n s t r u c t e d  ca.  1 8 4 5 - 4 6  and second  f l o o r  i n s e r t e d  so i t  c o u l d  b e  
u s e d  f o r  t h e  town h a l l  a s  w e l l  as  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  The 
c h u r c h  s p l i t  and i n  1831 t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was 
b u i l t  on  Green  S t r e e t  f a c i n g  t h e  Common. T h i s  b u i l d i n g  was 
s u b s e a u e n t l y  r e m o d e l l e d  and i s  now a  b r o a d ,  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y ,  c o r n e r  p i l a s t e r s ,  a  deep c o r n i c e ,  
and f l u s h b o a r d e d  p e d i m e n t .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  now an a p a r t m e n t  
house.  The B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r  i n  1833. I t  
i s  a g a b l e  end  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  p o i n t e d  a r c h  w indows and an advanced  
e n t r y .  The s t e e p l e  was added i n  1872.  

I n  1 8 6 0  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f r a m e  Romanesaue t o w n  h a l l  w i t h  an e l a b o r a t e  
c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  C e n t r a l  and E lm S t r e e t s .  A 
t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  i n  1883.  The b u i l d i n g  b u r n e d  
i n  1944. 

I n  1866  a  f o r m e r  c e n t e r  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  
t o w n ' s  f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l .  A s c h o o l  was b u i l t  on Broadway i n  1858.  

Commerc ia l  : The C e n t r a l  House was a  two-and-a -ha1  f - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y ,  g a b l e  end, c e n t e r  e n t r y  h o t e l  moved ca.  1 8 6 0  t o  Green 
S t r e e t  t o  make way f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  W i n d s o r  H o t e l .  The 
o l d  C e n t r a l  House i s  now an a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  S e v e r a l  f r a m e  c h a i r  f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  1850s  and  1860s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

S e r v i c e  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  t o  G a r d n e r  on t h e  B o s t o n ,  B a r r e ,  and 
G a r d n e r  R a i l r o a d  i s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  1871 and  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  i n  1873.  
The G a r d n e r  E l e c t r i c  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  Company i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1894. By 1 9 0 0  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  i n  p l a c e  w e s t  t o  A t h o l  t h r o u g h  
T e m p l e t o n  and e a s t  t o  F i t c h b u r g  t h r o u g h  W e s t m i n s t e r  ( P a r k e r  
S t r e e t - L a k e  S t r e e t - C e n t r a l  S t r e e t - C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t - S o u t h  M a i n - E a s t  
B r o a d w a y ) .  A  b r a n c h  l i n e  r u n s  n o r t h  on P a r k  S t r e e t ,  w e s t  o f  
C r y s t a l  Lake t o  C r y s t a l  P a r k ,  and a  l o o p  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on  N o r t h  
M a i n  and C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t s .  
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Gardner



B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  r a t e  a c c e l e r a t e d  t o  a  r a t e  u n i q u e  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y ,  m u l t i p l y i n g  b y  f i v e  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  4 5 - y e a r  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  
3,333 i n  1870 t o  16,376 i n  1915;  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  1 8 8 0  and  1885  when t h e  t o t a l  g rew f r o m  4,988 t o  
7,283. O f  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h i s  g r o w t h  was t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  f r o m  772 m a l e s  and  1 6 0  f e m a l e s  i n  
1905,  and 3,844 m a l e s  and 587 f e m a l e s  i n  1915.  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  t o o ,  t h o u g h  n o t  a t  t h e  
pace  o f  o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ,  a c c o u n t i n g .  f o r  j u s t  u n d e r  17% 
i n  1875 and 1885,  and t h e r e a f t e r  e x p a n d i n g  t o  30.4% i n  1895,  t o  
33.6% i n  1905,  and t o  35.5% i n  1915.  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  t h e  I r i s h  and  C a n a d i a n s  w e r e  d o m i n a n t ;  b y  1 8 8 5  t h e  F r e n c h  
C a n a d i a n s  w e r e  m o s t  numerous and r e m a i n e d  so  t h r o u g h  1905. 
R u s s i a n  F i n n s  came t o  t h e  town  i n  1  a r g e  numbers  d u r i n g  t h e  1890s  
a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o u t n u m b e r e d  them b y  1 9 1  5. The f i n a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  
g r o u p s  t o  come t o  t h e  t o w n  were  t h e  Swedes who came f i r s t  d u r i n g  
t h e  1880s ,  a n d  a v e r a g e d  ca .  400 i n  t h e  town  d u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and t h e  P o l e s  n u m b e r i n g  o v e r  700 b y  1915.  A l a r g e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r m e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  h a d  t h e i r  
o r i g i n  i n  t h e s e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  The E n g l  i s h - s p e a k i n g  C a t h o l i c s  
w e r e  made a  p a r i s h  i n  1872 w i t h  Ashburnham and  Winchendon and t h e  
c h u r c h ,  S a c r e d  H e a r t  o f  J e s u s ,  was b u i l t  two  y e a r s  l a t e r ;  t h e  
I r i s h  fo rmed  t h e  H i b e r n i a n s  i n  1873. As t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  
became more  numerous t h e y  f o r m e d  a  l a r g e  number o f  c u l t u r a l  and 
m u t u a l  i n s u r a n c e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;  t h e  e a r l i e s t  was La S o c i e t e  S t .  
J e a n  B a p t i s t e  i n  1879,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  A n c i e n t  O r d e r  o f  
F o r r e s t e r s ;  b y  1 8 8 4  a  s e p a r a t e  F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  
H o l y  R o s a r y  h a d  been  f o r m e d ;  l a t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
C o u r t  F e r d i n a n d  Gagnon Lodge  and  F r e n c h  M e r c h a n t s  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  t h e  
Garde d l H o n n e u r  ( 1  9 0 0 ) ,  as  w e l l  a s  C o n s e i l  G r a t o n ,  S o c i e t e  des 
A t i s a n s  C a n a d i e n s ,  and  C l u b  des Bons Amis;  many g r o u p s  were  f o r m e d  
t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  n a t u r a l  i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C l  ub 
L a u n i e r ,  L ' U n i o n  F r a n c o - A m e r i c a n ,  F r e n c h  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  C l u b  and 
N a p o l e o n  C lub .  A s u b g r o u p  o f  C a n a d i a n s ,  t h e  A c a d i a n s ,  f o r m e d  l a  
S o c i e t e  M u t u e l l e  e l  ' A s s o m p t i o n  w h i c h  became t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  
n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1903.  The S c a n d i n a v i a n s  f o r m e d  o n l y  a  
t e m p e r a n c e  s o c i e t y  i n  1886,  o u t s i d e  o f  a  number o f  P r o t e s t a n t  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n s  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h  (18871,  
t h e  B e t h e l  E v a n g e l  i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  (18931 ,  t h e  Swed ish  
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  t h e  F i n n s '  I m m a n u e l l e  L u t h e r a n  i n  1894,  
and  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  t h e  same y e a r .  As t h e  number o f  
P o l  i s h - s p e a k i n g  C a t h o l i c s  i n c r e a s e d ,  a  new n a t i o n a l  p a r i s h ,  S t .  
J o s e p h ' s ,  was f o r m e d  i n  19078,  and  a  P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  was 
fo rmed  i n  1915.  Some o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  Eu ropeans  w e r e  J e w i s h  and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  Ohave Sha lom f o r  r e 1  i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  i n  1910.  

Fewer r e 1  i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  f o r m e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  b y  
n a t i v e  G a r d n e r  c i t i z e n s .  S t .  P a u l ' s  was o r g a n i z e d  a s  an E p i s c o p a l  
m i s s i o n  i n  1883,  and became a  p a r i s h  i n  1904. T h e r e  was a  n e w l y  
o r g a n i z e d  U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  1884,  and  a  second,  P i n e  S t .  B a p t i s t  
Church  i n  1891. O t h e r  v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were  added t o  t h e  
t o w n ' s  r o s t e r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  t e m p e r a n c e  Murphy 
Movement i n  1878,  t h e  Odd F e l l o w s  t h e  same y e a r ,  t h e  S o v e r e i g n s  o f  
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I n d u s t r y  i n  1874,  a  R i f l e  Cub i n  1875,  as w e l l  as  t h e  Young L a d i e s  
M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  t o  t e a c h  E n g l i s h ,  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  ( 1 8 8 9 ) ,  and 
t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  C h a r i t i e s ,  V i s i t i n g  N u r s e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and Red 
C r o s s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

The town  f i n a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  a  f r e e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  i n  1886,  and t h e  
G a r d n e r  I n s t i t u t e  ( 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 1 6 )  p r o v i d e d  l e c t u r e s  and o t h e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  1 8 8 4  t h e  M t .  G a r d n e r  S e m i n a r ,  a  
c o l l e g e  f o r  women was fo rmed ,  B e g i n n i n g  i n  1896  e v e n i n g  c l a s s e s  
began  t o  e n c o u r a g e  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n ,  a  p r o g r a m  f o r  w h i c h  i t  r e c e i v e d  
commenda t ion  f r o m  t h e  Commonwealth. Boy S c o u t s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  
1911 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  West G a r d n e r  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c o r r i d o r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n t e n s i f y .  A c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  d e v e l o p s  a t  
i t s  n o r t h e r n  end, and  w o r k e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  expand  up  
and o v e r  t h e  h i l l s l o p e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  and  wes t .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a r e a  ( O l d  Common) r e m a i n s  t h e  p r i m a r y  
c o m m e r c i a l / i n s t i  t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  a  number o f  a d d i t i o n s .  
M i d d l e -  and  h i g h - i n c o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  zones  c o n t i n u e  t o  expand  i n  
a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h i s  f o c u s .  L e s s  d r a m a t i c  g r o w t h  o c c u r s  i n  
S o u t h  G a r d n e r ,  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  and  e x t e n s i o n  o f  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e a s ,  By p e r i o d ' s  end, t h e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  h a v e  
c o a l e s c e d  i n t o  a  c o n t i n u o u s  u r b a n  a r e a  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e ,  d i s t i n c t  
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  e a s t  a t  t h e  G a r d n e r  S t a t e  C o l o n y  f o r  t h e  I n s a n e  
( 1 9 0 3 1 4 ) .  

A t  West G a r d n e r ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  expand,  m o s t  
n o t a b l y  a t  t h e  H e y w o o d - W a k e f i e l d  c h a i r  f a c t o r y  c o m p l e x  ( 1 8 7 0 - 9 7 ) .  
A s e c o n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  
l i n e  e a s t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  H i l l  and w e s t  o f  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t .  New 
c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  1  o c a t e  i n  t h e  P a r k e r I C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t  a r e a ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  number o f  b r i c k  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s ,  s u c h  a s  
t h e  G a r d n e r  New B u i l d i n g  ( 1 9 0 6 )  and  t h e  G a r d n e r  S a v i n g s  Bank 
( 1  9 0 9 ) .  Worke r  r e s i d e n t i a l  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  expands  e a s t  u p  
W a s h i n g t o n  H i l l  s o u t h  o f  C r o s s  S t r e e t  on P i n e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  and  
Peabody S t r e e t ,  and e x t e n d s  s o u t h  t o  N o r t h  Ma in ,  and b e y o n d  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  on M e c h a n i c  S t r e e t .  F u r t h e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r s  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  on Map le ,  L i n c o l n ,  S o u t h  L i n c o l n ,  and 
C r o s s  S t r e e t .  T h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c l  udes  a  number o f  
c h u r c h e s ,  among them t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
C a t h o l i c  (1875 ,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  f i r e  18931 ,  and  S t .  P a u l  E p i s c o p a l  
( 1 9 0 9 )  on  C r o s s  S t r e e t ,  P i n e  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  (1904-71 ,  and Swed ish  
M e t h o d i s t  a n d  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h e s ,  To t h e  w e s t ,  w o r k e r  r e s i d e n c e s  
e x t e n d  up  and o v e r  Greenwood H i l l ,  b o r d e r e d  on t h e  n o r t h  b y  P a r k e r  
S t r e e t  ( w h e r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  t h e  
r a i l r o a d ) ,  and on t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t  b y  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d .  
H e r e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  i s  t h e  Our L a d y  o f  t h e  R o s a r y  Church  
( 1 9 1  5 )  a t  N i c h o l / R e a g o n .  The Ohave Sho lem Synagogue ( 1 9 1  2) and 
S t .  J o s e p h  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( 1 9 1 3 )  a r e  b u i l t  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  

A t  t h e  " O l d  Common" ( P e a r l / C e n t r a l ) ,  t h e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  
c i v i c / c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s  p e r s i s t s ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Heywood 
L I b r a r y  ( 1 8 8 5 )  and h o t e l ,  bank ,  and  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  e x t e n d  s o u t h  on Elm S t r e e t  w i t h  t h e  
U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  f i r e  s t a t i o n  ( 1 8 9 7 1 ,  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  
( 1 8 9 8 ) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  e x t e n d i n g  
s o u t h  on C h e s t n u t  ( a n d  t o  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  on E l m )  b e y o n d  C r o s s  
S t r e e t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  a r e a ,  and i n c l u d e s  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  (18771 ,  R e s i d e n c e s  a r e  a l s o  b u i l t  n o r t h  on 
Woodland S t r e e t  and e a s t  on c h e r r y  a n d  Edge11 t o  Commee S t r e e t .  
The O l d  Common a r e a  c o n t i n u e s  as a  h i g h - i n c o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c u s .  

I n  S o u t h  G a r d n e r ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c i l i  t i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  expand,  and 
i n f i l l  and e x t e n s i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  o c c u r s .  
New d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  w e s t  on W i n t e r  S t r e e t  w e s t  o f  B e n t s  Pond, 
s o u t h  i n  t h e  N u t t i n g ,  P r o s p e c t ,  and  C h a r l e s  S t r e e t  a r e a ,  and on 
H i g h  S t r e e t  b e y o n d  L o v e w e l l  and n o r t h  on Summer S t r e e t .  

The G a r d n e r  S t a t e  C o l o n y  f o r  t h e  I n s a n e  ( 1 9 0 4 )  i s  l o c a t e d  away 
f r o m  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  
R a i l  r o a d  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  b o r d e r ,  The h o s p i t a l  
f a c i l  i t i e s  i n c l  ude an i n n o v a t i v e ,  d i s p e r s e d  c o t t a g e  r e s i d e n c e  
l a y o u t  f o c u s  on a  c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n / t r e a t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  
compl  ex .  

D. Economic  Base 

The l a s t  decades o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
c h a i r  and w o o d - w o r k i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
t o y - m a k i n g ,  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r a t t a n  f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  baby  
c a r r i a g e s .  An i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  was t h e  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  
G a r d n e r ' s  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  t o  i n c l u d e  m a c h i n e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  t h e  
m a k i n g  o f  S i m p l e x  T ime r e c o r d e r s ,  s i l v e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  and t h e  
s t o v e  and b o i l e r  m a k i n a .  

The v a l u e  o f  goods m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  G a r d n e r  i n  1875 t o t a l e d  
$9,000. Two decades 1  a t e r  G a r d n e r ' s  50 m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  goods w o r t h  $5  m i l l i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
t r a d e  t o t a l e d  $2.7 m i l  1  i o n .  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  and  v a l u e  o f  
goods p r o d u c e d  c l i m b e d  s t e a d i l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
p e a k i n g  i n  1923  w i t h  4980  e m p l o y e e s  and  $19.6 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
w o r t h  o f  goods p r o d u c e d .  

The p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r y  r e m a i n e d  c h a i r - m a k i n g ,  d o m i n a t e d  b y  Heywood 
B r o s .  & Co. D u r i n g  t h e  1870s  a n d  80s ,  t h e  company opened  
m a n u f a c t o r i e s ,  wa rehouses ,  a n d  f i n i s h i n g  p l a n t s  i n  m a j o r  c i t i e s  
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  New York ,  By t h e  1890s t h e  
company p r o d u c e d  85% o f  t h e  s e a t i n q  f o r  U.S. r a i l r o a d s  and 100% o f  
C a n a d i a n  r a i l r o a d s ,  a s  ~ ~ 7 1  as  e x p a n d i n a  i t s  p r o d u c t  l i n e  t o  
i n c l u d e  r a t t a n  f u r n i t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s .  I n  1897 Heywood B r o s .  
merged  w i t h  t h e  W a k e f i e l d  R a t t a n  Co. o f  W a k e f i e l d ,  Mass. On 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  f i r m  became t h e  w o r l d ' s  1  a r g e s t  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  
cane  and r e e d  p r o d u c t s ,  ma ts  and m a t t i n g ,  baby  c a r r i a g e s ,  and 
c h a i r s .  

Many o f  t h e  l a r g e r  c h a i r - m a k i n g  f i r m s  a l s o  u n d e r w e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  
and e x p a n s i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  By t h e  l a t e  1910s ,  n e a r l y  3500 
w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  c h a i r  f a c t o r i e s ,  c o m p r i s i n g  more  t h a n  70% o f  
G a r d n e r ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w o r k f o r c e  and p r o d u c i n g  n e a r l y  4 m i l l i o n  
c h a i r s  a n n u a l l y .  
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I n  t h e  a r e a  o f  F o u n d r y  and S a n b o r n  S t r e e t s  s e v e r a l  s t o r e  f o u n d r i e s  
were  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 s ,  p r o d u c i n g  o i l  s t o v e s .  I n  1882 
t h e  f i r m  o f  J a o u i t h  and R i c h a r d s o n  began  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s t o v e s  
a n d  f u r n a c e s  i n  G a r d n e r .  The f i r m  t r a c e s  i t s  o r i g i n  t o  t h e  t i n  
shop o f  J o h n  B o y n t o n  i n  T e m p l e t o n .  P r i o r  t o  1877 when t h e  
b u s i n e s s  moved f r o m  T e m p l e t o n  t o  G a r d n e r ,  i t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
s e v e r a l  hands  f r o m  B o y n t o n  t o  J a o u i t h  & R i c h a r d s o n .  I n  1884  t h e  
p r e c u r s o r  t o  t h e  F l o r e n c e  S t o v e  Works was fo rmed .  From 1 8 8 4  t o  
1 8 9 9  t h e r e  was n o t  one y e a r  when a t  l e a s t  one p a t e n t  f o r  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  o i l  s t o v e s  was n o t  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  o f  
t h i s  f i r m .  By t h e  1910s  i t  was t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  
G a r d n e r ,  e m p l o y i n g  600  hands  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s t o v e s  and 
r a n g e s .  

The i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e  r e c o r d e r  b y  a  Heywood Company emp loyee ,  
Edmund G. W a t k i n s ,  l a u n c h e d  a  new m a j o r  i n d u s t r y .  I n i t i a l l y  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  H e y w o o d - W a k e f i e l d ,  f o r  whom t h e  d e v i c e  was 
d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  1 9 0 2  t h e  S i m p l e x  Time R e c o r d i n g  Co. was fo rmed .  
Tremendous g r o w t h  i n  t h e  company f o l l o w e d ,  w i t h  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
r i v a l  c o m p a n i e s  and t r a n s f e r  o f  e a u i p m e n t  and e m p l o y e e s  t o  
G a r d n e r .  

The p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s i l v e r w a r e  was begun i n  1887 b y  t h e  F r a n k  W .  
S m i t h  Co. I n  1901 t h e  S t o n e  S i l v e r  Shop was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and i t s  
f o u n d e r ,  A r t h u r  J .  S t o n e  became r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  dean o f  A m e r i c a n  
S i l v e r s m i t h s .  

The s u c c e s s f u l  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  was a i d e d  b y  an a g g r e s s i v e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e ,  f o r m e d  i n  1889 
t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  g r o w t h  and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  economy. 

A g r i c u l  t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  u n d e r w e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  change d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  w i t h  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  d a i r y i n g  and 
p o u l  t r y - r a i s i n q .  M i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  r o s e  f r o m  6400 g a l  1  ons o f  r a w  
m i l k  i n  1865 t o  w e l l  o v e r  300,000 g a l l o n s  b y  t h e  1920s.  
P o u l  t r y - r a i s i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s i m i l a r  g r o w t h .  I n  1 8 7 5  o n l y  5400 
dozen  eggs were  s o l d ;  b y  1 9 0 5  t h e  number had r e a c h e d  32,000 dozen 
as  many f a r m e r s  added t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  p o u l t r y  f o r  eggs  and mea t  t o  
s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  s h r i n k i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The 
g e n e r a l  t r e n d  was t o w a r d  more  and s m a l l e r  f a r m s  b e t w e e n  t h e  1880s  
and  t h e  1910s .  T h e r e  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  a  n e t  i n c r e a s e  i n  w o o d l a n d s  as 
l e s s  p r o d u c t i v e  l a n d s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  f o r e s t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The p r i m a r y  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  house  f o r m  i s  t h e  
t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n .  T h r e e  b r i c k  Queen Anne 
s t y l e  houses  a r e  r e c o r d e d .  T h r e e - d e c k e r s  w e r e  a1 s o  p o p u l a r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  an i n t e r e s t i n g  " r o w "  o f  b r i c k ,  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
e x a m p l e s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  G a r d n e r  had  2,168 f r a m e  
houses ,  44 b r i c k  houses ,  t h r e e  cemen t  o r  s t u c c o  houses ,  and e i g h t  
o f  some " o t h e r "  m a t e r i a l  ( 1 9 1 5  Census ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A M e t h o d i s t  c h a p e l  was b u i l t  on West S t r e e t  i n  
1870.  The b u i l d i n g  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  an 1877 s t r u c t u r e  on 
C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t .  The U n i v e r s a l i s t  c h u r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  C r o s s  
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and M a p l e s  S t r e e t s  i n  1874,  S a c r e d  H e a r t  o f  J e s u s  C h u r c h  ( I r i s h  
C a t h o l i c ) ,  a  f r a m e  G o t h i c  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n e d  b y  James Murphy o f  
P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode I s l a n d ,  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 5  o n  C r o s s  S t r e e t .  The 
b u i l d i n g  b u r n e d  i n  1887 and was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  s i m i l a r ,  p r e s e n t  
G o t h i c  d e s i g n  ( F u l l e r  & D e l a n o ,  W o r c e s t e r )  ca .  1 8 8 8  on t h e  same 
s i t e .  The F i r s t  C o n g r e ~ a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  e r e c t e d  a  new b u i l d i n g  i n  
1878  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  The b r i c k  G o t h i c  
s t r u c t u r e  measures  64 x 1 1 8  f e e t  and has  a  1 2 5 - f o o t  t o w e r .  An 
E p i s c o p a l  c h a p e l  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 4  on  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t .  S t .  
P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  b u i l t  a  new s t r u c t u r e  i n  1909 d e s i g n e d  b y  
t h e  E n p l i s h  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t  H e n r y  Vaughan. The s t o n e  c h u r c h  
p l a n n e d  b y  Vaughan was n e v e r  b u i l t ,  and  t h e  p a r i s h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
w o r s h i p  i n  t h e  1909 s t u c c o  and t i m b e r  p a r i s h  h a l l .  A l s o  i n  1884,  
t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n  C a t h o l i c s  e r e c t e d  a  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  on N i c h o l s  
S t r e e t .  I n  1895,  t h e y  began  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  c h u r c h  o f  Our 
Lady  o f  t h e  H o l y  R o s a r y .  The b u i l d i n g ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1915,  i s  a 
nave  p l a n  w i t h  c l e r e s t o r y  o f  b r i c k  Romanesaue d e s i g n  w i t h  s i d e  
a i s l e s  and a  s a u a r e  s i d e  t o w e r .  I n  1912  t h e  Temp le  Ohave Sholem 
was b u i l t ,  a  one -and-a -ha1  f - s t o r y ,  s a u a r e ,  f r a m e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g .  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  ( P o l  i s h  C a t h o l  i c )  Church ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  
b r i c k ,  g a b l e  end, G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1913.  The F i r s t  B i b l e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  i s  a G o t h i c ,  g a b l e - e n d  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g ,  s a u a r e  c e n t r a l  t o w e r  l o c a t e d  on t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  C h u r c h  and Leamy S t r e e t s ,  A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  S a c r e d  
H e a r t  C h u r c h  i s  an abandoned I t a l i a n a t e  g a b l e  end c h u r c h  s t r u c t u r e  
t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e .  

Many s c h o o l s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  m o s t  o f  b r i c k  i n  
e i t h e r  Romanesaue o r  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y 1  es ,  o  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  two.  The f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  o n  C h e s t n u t  and  Logan was 
b u i l t  i n  1874;  West  S t r e e t  s c h o o l  , 1878 ;  P a r k  S t r e e t  s c h o o l  
( t w o - r o o m ,  f r a m e  b u i l  d i n g ) ,  ca .  1880 ;  P l  e a s a n t  S t r e e t  s c h o o l ,  
1 8 8 1  ; P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  s c h o o l  , 1887 ;  S t u a r t  S t r e e t  s c h o o l ,  1888;  
t h e  s e c o n d  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  1898 ;  Know1 t o n  S t r e e t  s c h o o l ,  1901 ; S c h o o l  
S t r e e t  s c h o o l  , 1903.  

F u l l e r  and D e l a n o  o f  W o r c e s t e r  d e s i g n e d  t h e  o n e - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  
Romanesaue L i b r a r y  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1885.  Two t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  f i r e  
s t a t i o n s  were  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  1880s.  

Commerc ia l  : S e v e r a l  h o t e l s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1880s.  
The G a r d n e r  House ( 1 8 8 1  ) was o p p o s i t e  t h e  F i  t c h b u r g  r a i l  r o a d  
s t a t i o n .  The W i n d s o r  House, b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  C e n t r a l  
House, was a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  ( 8 3  x 8 8  f e e t )  on t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  P e a r l  and  Green S t r e e t s .  The R i c h a r d s  House opened i n  
t h e  o l d  M e t h o d i s t  c h a p e l  i n  1889.  The C i t i z e n s  House, on P a r k e r  
S t r e e t  n e a r  West S t r e e t ,  was a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t w o - s t o r y  
p o r c h e s  on t h r e e  s i d e s .  

Commerc ia l  b l o c k s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  o l d  West G a r d n e r ,  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1870s  and c o n t i n u i n g  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y .  The F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank was o r i g i n a l l y  housed  i n  a  
t w o - s t o r y  Second E m p i r e  b u i l  d i n g .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : The H e y w o o d - W a k e f i e l  d  compl  ex, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
s i x - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  t r i a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g ,  was b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
a u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The F. W. S m i t h  S i l v a  Company 
e r e c t e d  i t s  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t o w e r  i n  1892. 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1 9 1  5-1 9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s ,  t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  c o r r i d o r  ( o l d  R o u t e  7,  l a t e r  
R o u t e  2 )  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  S o u t h  G a r d n e r  a n d  G a r d n e r  C e n t e r  
( E a s t  B r o a d w a y - S o u t h  Ma in -Wes t  S t r e e t ) .  An a l t e r n a t e  e a s t / w e s t  
r o u t e  f r o m  S o u t h  G a r d n e r  t o  T e m p l e t o n  (Wes t  B r o a d w a y )  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  ca .  1930,  and  t h i s  becomes R o u t e  2  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1930s,  w h i l e  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  r o a d  becomes p a r t  o f  R o u t e  68, and 
U n i o n  S t r e e t  becomes p a r t  o f  Rou te  6 8  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  H u b b a r d s t o n .  
A s e c o n d a r y  e a s t / w e s t  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  Ashburnham t h r o u g h  G a r d n e r  t o  
T e m p l e t o n  i s  i m p r o v e d  b y  1 9 4 0  a s  R o u t e  101  ( P e a r l  S t r e e t - C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t - P a r k e r  S t r e e t ) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l  a t i o n  g r o w t h  s l o w e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  a d d i n g  o n l y  ca .  25% t o  t h e  t o t a l ,  f r o m  16,376 i n  1915  t o  
20,245 i n  1945.  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  r e m a i n e d  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  s o u r c e  o f  
emp loymen t  i n  t h e  town,  w i t h  c a .  65% o f  t h e  m a l e s  so e m p l o y e d ;  
many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  women w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  home were  a l s o  
emp loyed  as  o p e r a t i v e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p o r t i o n  f e l l  f r o m  40% t o  28% 
o f  t h e  t o t a l .  The r e p e r c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  a r e  seen i n  t h e  
179  m a l e s  engaged i n  emergency  work and an a d d i t i o n a l  519 
unemployed.  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  t h e  town a l s o  
d r o p p e d ,  f r o m  35.5% i n  1 9 1 5  t o  24.9% i n  1940.  The a d d i t i o n  o f  ca .  
400 A c a d i a n s  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  made F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  t h e  m o s t  numerous 
g r o u p  i n  t h e  town,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  F i n n s ,  P o l e s ,  and  L i t h u a n i a n s .  
The l a t t e r  g r o u p  f o r m e d  s e v e r a l  b e n e f i t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  i n c l  u d i n g  
t h e  P e t e r  and  P a u l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  L i t h u a n i a n  Sons, and f o r  f e m a l e s  
t h e  B i r i v r e ,  and l a t e r  a  L i t h u a n i a n - A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  C l u b  and 
O u t h i n g  c l u b .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  some Lebanese  who f o r m e d  t h e i r  own 
L e b a n e s e - A m e r i c a n  C l u b .  I n  1936  t h e  F u r n i t u r e  W o r k e r s  u n i o n  was 
f o r m e d ,  w h i c h  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  F u r n i t u r e  W o r k e r s  i n  
1939.  S c o u t i n g  was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  g i r l s  f r o m  1920,  and a  Communi ty  
G i r l s  C l u b  was f o r m e d  i n  1921.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  s h i f t s  
c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e  West G a r d n e r  f o c u s ,  and t h e  c i v i c  c e n t e r  moves 
f r o m  t h e  O l d  Common t o  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  new c o m m e r c i a l  
a r e a .  I n  West G a r d n e r ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  w e s t  
b e y o n d  Greenwood H i l l  s o u t h  o f  P a r k e r  S t r e e t  and  n o r t h w e s t  a l o n g  
t h e  West S t r e e t  a u t o  c o r r i d o r ,  b e t w e e n  P a r k e r  and West, n o r t h  o f  
West S t r e e t ,  and b e y o n d  P a r k e r  Pond. A t  t h e  O l d  Common some 
r e s i d e n c e s  a r e  added n o r t h  o f  P e a r l  S t r e e t ,  e a s t  o f  R e s e r v o i r  
H i l l .  A t  S o u t h  G a r d n e r ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  e x t e n d s  n o r t h  on 
Summer and C h e l s e a  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  and t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
L o v e w e l l  S t r e e t  and  b e y o n d  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  B r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  
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b l o c k s  a r e  added t o  t h e  West  G a r d n e r  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r ,  and t h e  
new c i v i c  f o c u s  d e v e l o p s  s o u t h  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  t h e  C o u r t  
House ( c a .  1 9 2 0 ) ,  P o l i c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  (19281 ,  P o s t  O f f i c e  (19351 ,  
and C i t y  H a l l  ( 1 9 4 0 ) .  

D. Economic  Base 

The l a t e  1 9 1 0 s  and e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s  saw c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  b a s e  o f  G a r d n e r .  I n  1921 t h e  c i t y  was s i n g l e d  o u t  as t h e  
" C h a i r t o w n  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d " ,  a n d  peak m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  t h e  
c h a i r  i n d u s t r y  and i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  o t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  p e a k e d  
i n  t h e  m i d  1920s .  

The G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1 9 2 9  C r a s h  t o o k  a  t remendous  
f a l l  o n  G a r d n e r .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  f r o m  1929  t o  1930,  v a l u e  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  f e l l  b y  25% a n d  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  d e c l i n e d  b y  15%. By 1932  
p r o d u c t i o n  v a l u e s  and t h e  w o r k f o r c e  w e r e  n e a r l y  50% o f  t h e i r  peak  
i n  1923. 

Much o f  t h i s  l o s s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c h a i r  and f u r n i t u r e  i n d u s t r y  a s  
many p r o m i n e n t  o l d  f i r m s  l i k e  S.K. P i e r c e ,  P h i l a n d e r  Derby ,  and 
J o h n  Dunn a l l  c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1930s .  The Heywood 
W a k e f i e l d  Co. d i s c o n t i n u e d  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  cane ,  r e e d ,  and 
r a t t a n  p r o d u c t s ,  c o n s o l  i d a t i n g  many o f  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a c i t i e s  
i n  G a r d n e r ,  t h u s  l e s s e n i n g  wha t  may h a v e  been  a  much g r e a t e r  
i m p a c t  on t h e  c i t y ' s  economy. T h r o u g h  i n n o v a t i o n  and 
s p e c i a l  i z a t i o n  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  c h a i r  and f u r n i t u r e  f i r m s  c o n t i n u e d ,  
and b y  1 9 3 6  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  G a r d n e r  r e a c h e d  a  new h i g h  
w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  goods p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  c i t y ' s  
d i v e r s e  i n d u s t r i e s .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  passage  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L a b o r  R e l a t i o n s  A c t  i n  1935 
t h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  u n i o n i z e d  w o r k e r s  i n  G a r d n e r .  I n  1936  t h e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  F u r n i t u r e  W o r k e r s  was fo rmed ,  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l  t i n g  
i n  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  F u r n i t u r e  Worke rs  and t h e  Congress  
o f  I n d u s t r i a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  a  min imum o f  l a b o r l m a n a g e m e n t  
c o n f l i c t .  

W i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  W.W.11, many o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  
w e r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  h e a v y  demands o f  w a r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  f o r  w h i c h  
m o s t  o f  G a r d n e r ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  had  been c o n v e r t e d .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : P o p u l a r  h o u s i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e s  g a b l e  end, 
s q u a r e  p y r a m i d a l  - r o o f e d ,  and D u t c h  Co l  o n i a l  g a m b r e l  - r o o f e d  
d w e l l i n g s .  B r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  h o u s e s  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  more  
a f f l u e n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  Bunga lows  w e r e  a l s o  o b s e r v e d .  G a r d n e r  i s  
r e c o r d e d  a s  h a v i n g  2,303 d w e l l i n g s  i n  1923.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  Coleman S t r e e t  s c h o o l  was 
b u i l t  i n  1918.  The C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  H o l y  R o s a r y  s c h o o l ,  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  and r e c t o r y ,  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1925. A new 
h i g h  s c h o o l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1927.  
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T h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  C i t y  H a l l  d a t e s  f r o m  
1 9 3 8 - 4 0 .  T h e  b r i c k  c o u r t h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  t e e n s .  

C o m m e r c i a l  : T h e  C o l  o n i a l  H o t e l ,  a  f i v e - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  
was b u i l t  c a .  1 9 2 0 .  
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