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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date : December 1  981 Community: Freetown 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

T e r r a i n  i s  moderately r o l l i n g .  Drainage i n  t h e  west v i a  Assonet River,  i n  
East by Fa1 1  Brook, Squam Brook t o  Long Pond. Some areas o f  swamp. S o i l s  
general 1  y  sandy t o  g rave l  l y  . 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Freetown was es tab l  ished as a  town i n  J u l y  o f  1683. Bounds between T i ve r t on  
and Freetown were es tab l  i shed i n  1700 and then again i n  171 3. I n  1747 p a r t s  
o f  T i v e r t o n  t h a t  were i n  the  Massachusetts Bay Prov ince were annexed. Pa r t  
es tab l i shed  as Fa1 1  R i ve r  1803. P a r t  annexed t o  Fairhaven i n  1815. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Freetown i s  a  pas to ra l  community i n  B r i s t o l  County. The r a t h e r  p e c u l i a r  
shape o f  the town has r e s u l t e d  i n  two d i s t i n c t  nodes o f  a c t i v i t y ,  one a long 
the  Assonet R i ve r  and one i n  t he  eas t  focussed on New Bedford and Lonq Pond. 

E a r l y  Federal pe r i od  saw i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a t  Assonet V i l l  age 
w h i l e  the  eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  the  town r e t a i n e d  an e a r l y  i r o n  i n d u s t r y .  P r i o r  
t o  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t he  r a i l r o a d  Assonet V i l l a g e  ac ted  as a  sh ipp ing  
p o i n t  f o r  goods f rom Taunton and Middleboro. Freetown sh ips  l i k e  those f rom 
Somerset w in te red  i n  Georgia (Dar ien)  u n t i l  the C i v i l  War. The dec l  i n e  o f  
r i v e r  sh ipp ing,  the  end o f  s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n  1848 and the  l o s s  o f  southern 
markets c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  Assonet V i l l a g e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and 
Freetown i n  genera l .  Al though t he re  was i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new i ndus t r y ,  t he  
town q u i c k l y  r eve r ted  t o  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  base. A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t he  20th 
cen tu ry  a  small summer co lony developed a t  East Freetown w i t h  Long Pond as 
t h e  focus.  Freetown remained pas to ra l  t o  t he  end o f  the  s tudy per iod .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

An ex tens ive  network o f  poss ib l e  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  reached from the  Taunton/ 
Assonet Bay area i n t o  t he  i n t e r i o r  (Eas t  Freetown) and south t o  Acushnet. 
A  probable pr imary nor th -sou th  r o u t e  para1 1  e l  ed the  Taunton R i ve r  f o l  1  owing 
Nor th  and South Main S t r e e t .  A n a t i v e  c ross ing  probably  e x i s t e d  a t  the  
t r a i l ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t he  Assonet R i ve r .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  two a1 t e r n a t e  t r a i l s  
branched o f f  t o  t h e  no r theas t  ( f o l l o w i n g  the  Assonet R i ve r )  and t he  southeast 
a1 ong M i  11 S t r e e t ,  Richmond Road and Slab B r i  dge/Bul 1  ock Roads, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
An a d d i t i o n a l  con jec tu red  n a t i v e  t r a i l  extended o f f  the  South and Nor th  
Main S t r e e t  t r a i l  a long  Copicut  Road. The Slab B r i dge  and Bu l l ock  Road r o u t e  
served as t he  f oca l  p o i n t  of  access rou tes  f o l l o w i n g  Cedar Swamp Road, Chace/ 
Mason Roads, Chipaway Road. Access t o  t he  southern p o r t i o n  o f  Long Pond 
may have been prov ided by a  t r a i l  branching o f f  the Chase/Mason Roads 
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r o u t e  a long  an unimproved road and a  p o r t i o n  o f  Beechb lu f f  Road. The 
Taunton R i ve r  p rov ided  t h e  a rea ' s  n a t i v e s  w i t h  a  d i r e c t  water r o u t e  t o  t he  
eco log i ca l  1  y r i c h  M t  . Hope and Narraganset t  Bays. 

B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

There were no conf i rmed Contact pe r i od  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  However, two o f  
the  f o u r  r epo r ted  Woodland pe r i od  s i t e s  were suspected t o  have been occupied 
d u r i n g  the  Contact and p o s s i b l y  H i s t o r i c  per iods .  A complex o f  n a t i v e  s i t e s  
w i t h  Woodland pe r i od  components (one w i t h  reputed Contact pe r i od  component) 
was s i t u a t e d  ad jacen t  t o  t he  eas te rn  bank o f  t h e  Taunton R i ve r  and south o f  
Winslow Po in t .  A f o u r t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  w i t h  a  Woodland and poss ib l e  Contact o r  
H i s t o r i c  pe r i od  components was l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  a long  the  Taunton R iver  
immediate ly  eas t  o f  the  Old Quaker cemetery. Two u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  
were repo r ted  n o r t h  o f  t he  East Freetown and Morton cemeter ies,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
The former s i t e  was repu ted l y  a  n a t i v e  b u r i a l  ground ( t r a d i t i o n )  . Nat ive  
se t t lement  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  probably  concentrated i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  
Taunton and Assonet R ivers  and Long Pond p r i m a r i l y  because o f  t he  d i ve rse  
resource base a v a i l  ab le  i n  these l o c a l e s .  Long Pond was p a r t  o f  the  Assa- 
wampsett Pond complex (Lakevil le and Middl  eborough) , an area o f  ex tens ive  
n a t i v e  se t t lement .  Add i t i ona l  n a t i v e  Contact pe r i od  s i t e s  may have been 
es tab l  ished on t h e  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  p l a n t i n g  grounds between High S t r e e t /  
Rock Road and Slab B r i dge  Road and ad jacen t  t o  B r a l e y  Road. A small camp was 
p o s s i b l y  s i t u a t e d  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  B e t t y  Spr ing.  Na t i ve  se t t lement  was 
probably  heav ies t  i n  t h e  Freetown area d u r i n g  t he  w i n t e r  and e a r l y  sp r i ng .  
The n a t i v e  popul a t i o n  probably  m ig ra ted  toward Narraganset t  and Buzzard's 
Bay w i t h  the  onset  o f  warmer weather i n  the  l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer. 

C .  Subsistence Pat te rns :  

Assonet Bay, Taunton R iver ,  Long Pond and Freetown's i n t e r i o r  woodland 
and marshland would have p rov ided  the  n a t i v e  occupants w i t h  ex tens ive  sources 
o f  f i s h  and w i l d  game. Add i t i ona l  hun t ing ,  f i s h i n g  and c o l l e c t i n g  l i k e l y  
were undertaken on t h e  coas t  d u r i n g  the  l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer. P o t e n t i a l  
n a t i v e  p l a n t i n g  grounds were con f ined  t o  t he  banks o f  the Taunton and Assonet 
Rivers ,  between High Street/Rock Road, Slab Br idge  Road and i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Bra1 ey Road. The 1  ocal  n a t i v e s  probably  engaged i n  European-Indian 
t r ade  when cons ide r i ng  Freetown's p r o x i m i t y  t o  Narraganset t  Bay, a  known 
r e g i o n  o f  pre-1620 European-Indi an c o n t a c t  ( e  .g . , Verrazanno, 1524) . 
D, Observat ions: 

The n a t i v e  popu la t i on  congregated a long the Taunton and Assonet Rivers  
appear t o  be p a r t  o f  a  h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  r i v e r i n e  and coas ta l  continuum 
which extended f rom Narraganset t  Bay e a s t  t o  Buzzard 's  Bay. The n a t i v e  
se t t lement  focused on t h e  shore o f  Long Pond and was probably  t he  southernmost 
ex tens ion  o f  a  r eg iona l  se t t lement  cen te r  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  
Assawampsett Pond complex (Long, L i t t l e  and Great Qu i  t t acas  , and Assawampsett 
Ponds. ( ~ 0 t h  o f  these l o c a l  se t t lement  areas (Freetown) f e l l  under t he  
domain o f  the  Pokanokets (Wampanoags) centered i n  Mount Hope, Rhode I s l and .  
Freetown's o v e r a l l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  archaeol og i ca l  evidence o f  Contact pe r i od  
se t t lement  i s  e x c e l l e n t  because o f  the  town's cont inued r u r a l  na tu re .  The 
Taunton/Assonet R i ve r  and Long Pond areas should be cons idered p a r t i c u l a r l y  
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s e n s i t i v e  a rchaeo log ica l  l y .  Recent i n d u s t r i a l  development a1 ong t he  Taunton 
R i ve r  near t he  FreetownIFal l  R i ve r  1  i n e  has a l ready  dest royed a  p o r t i o n  of  
t h i s  n a t i v e  se t t lement  area. 

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

The n a t i v e  t r a i l  system was probably  u t i l i z e d  by the  a r e a ' s  1  im i  t e d  
c o l  on i  a1 popul a t i  on. 

B. Popul a t i o n :  

No f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  o r  c o l o n i a l  popu la t ion .  

C .  Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

The a v a i l a b l e  sources made no re fe rence  t o  n a t i v e  o r  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  
1  ocat ions.  The n a t i v e  popu la t i on  probably  cont inued t o  congregate a1 ong 
the  Taunton and Assonet R ivers  and Long Pond because o f  the v i r t u a l  l a c k  o f  
Engl i sh se t t lement  . 

Engl i s h  se t t lement  was 1  i m i  t e d  t o  no more than a  handfu l  of s e t t l e r s ,  
the  f i r s t  o f  whom may have been Kenelm Winslow. He repu ted l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t he  
Freetown area i n  c .  1659. 

D .  Economic Base: 

No documentation o f  t h e  n a t i v e  economy. The n a t i v e  popu la t ion  probably  
r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  subs is tence pa t t e rns  a l though w i t h  an increased 
emphasis on European-Indian t r ade .  

The Freetown area was u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  as c rop  and g raz inq  l and  by the  
26 o r i g i n a l  purchasers ( p r i m a r i  1  y  Plymouth, Taunton, Ma rsh f i e l  d , Duxbury 
r e s i d e n t s )  o f  the  Freemen's Purchase, who rece ived  i n  1659 t r a c t s  o f  l and  
encompassing p resen t  Freetown and F a l l  R i ve r  as f a r  south as t he  Quequechan 
R i ve r  . 

Observat ions : 

This  p e r i o d  l acks  a  h i s t o r y  o f  the  post-1620 n a t i v e  se t t lement .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

The c o l o n i a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  network developed p r i m a r i l y  a long t he  Taunton 
and Assonet R ivers  and t he  easternmost p o r t i o n  o f  p resen t  Freetown. There was 
l i t t l e  evidence o f  d i r e c t  r ou tes  between Assonet and East  Freetown v i l l a g e s .  
South and Nor th  Main S t r e e t s  and Richmond Road were probably  l a i d  o u t  i n  t he  
l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  o r  e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  i n  response t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  
i n  and around Assonet v i l l a g e .  The Nor th  and South Main S t r e e t  r o u t e  a l so  
served as a  pr imary r i v e r i n e  and coas ta l  r ou te .  A  1  ocal  and reg iona l  r o u t e  
f o l l o w i n g  Washburn Road, Mason Road and Route 18 was l i k e l y  cons t ruc ted  i n  
t he  East Freetown area i n  the  ear l y -mid  18 th  cen tu ry .  
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B. Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  f o r  bo th  t h e  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  se t t lements  a re  1  im i  ted .  
I n  c .  1764, 59 n a t i v e s  res ided  i n  Old Freetown, most l i k e l y  on the  I n d i a n  
Reservat ion es tab l i shed  i n  the eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  p resen t  F a l l  R iver  (Dubuque 
1907 : 34) . 

Old Freetown ( i nc l uded  Fa1 1  R iver  u n t i l  1803) had 1  ,492 res iden t s  i n  1765. 
Th is  f i g u r e  increased 27% t o  1901 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776. 

C .  Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

It appears by the  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  the  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  n a t i v e  popu- 
l a t i o n  o f  Old Freetown were s e t t l e d  on the  I n d i a n  Reservat ion l o c a t e d  i n  
p resen t  F a l l  R iver .  However, K ing  P h i l i p ' s  Cave , l o c a t e d  a  s h o r t  d is tance  
nor theas t  o f  the j u n c t i o n  o f  Washburn and B ra ley  Roads was repu ted l y  a  n a t i v e  
meet ing s i t e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  and 19 th  cen tu ry .  

The o n l y  Eng l i sh  p rope r t y  probably  dest royed i n  t he  Freetown area d u r i n g  
King P h i l i p ' s  War was the  handful  o f  c o l o n i a l  homes probably  p resen t  i n  the  
area, 1  i ves tock  and crops.  Engl i sh se t t lement  took p lace  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  termi  - 
n a t i o n  o f  the Anglo- Ind ian f i g h t i n g .  I n i t i a l  se t t lement  focused near the 
mouth o f  the  Assonet River ,  an area which prov ided immediate access t o  a  major 
waterway (Taunton R i ve r )  , a  d i ve rse  food resource base and p o t e n t i  a1 mi 11 
power source. By t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  cen tu ry -ea r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry ,  a  pr imary 
s e t t l e m e n t / i n d u s t r i a l  node was es tab l i shed  ad jacen t  t o  t he  j u n c t i o n  o f  North 
Main, M i l l  and South Main S t ree t s .  Old Freetown's f i r s t  meetinghouse was 
b u i l t  here near the  j u n c t i o n  o f  South Main and High S t r e e t s  i n  c .  1710. 
Sca t te red  homes were e rec ted  n o r t h  and south o f  t h i s  node ad jacen t  t o  t he  
Taunton and Assonet R ivers .  A second se t t lement  node developed by the  e a r l y  
18 th  cen tu ry  severa l  m i l e s  t o  the  eas t  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  p resen t  East 
Freetown ( j u n c t i o n  o f  Washburn and County S t r e e t s ) .  Th is  v i l l a g e  was we l l  
s i t u a t e d  s ince  a  l a r g e  f reshwater  pond and p o t e n t i a l  m i l l  power sources were 
w i t h i n  easy reach. Add i t i ona l  homes were cons t ruc ted  a long  Bra1 ey, Washburn 
and Route 18 i n  the  ear l y -mid  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  A v i l l  age school house was 
cons t ruc ted  a t  Mason's Corner i n  c .  1762, probably  i n  response t o  se t t lement  
expansion south of  the  o r i g i n a l  East  Freetown se t t lement  node. 

D. Economic Base: 

No documentation o f  t he  n a t i v e  economy. 

A1 though n o t  c l e a r l y  documented, i t  i s assumed a g r i c u l  t u r e  comprised a  
major f a c e t  o f  t he  c o l o n i a l  economy. M i l l  i n d u s t r y  was developed e a r l y  i n  
t h i s  pe r i od  w i t h  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  these opera t ions  1  o c a t i n g  a long  t he  Assonet 
R iver .  A saw m i l l  was b u i l t  on t h e  Assonet R i ve r  near i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Locust S t r e e t  i n  c .  1695. A f u l l i n g  m i l l  and g r i s t  m i l l  succeeded t h i s  saw 
m i l l  p robably  i n  t he  18 th  cen tu ry .  A  c .  1710 g r i s t  m i l l  was erected f u r t h e r  
south immediate ly  n o r t h  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Slab Br idge  Road and M i l l  
S t r e e t .  L a t e r  i n  the  1 8 t h  cen tu ry ,  a  saw m i l l ,  tannery and bark m i l l  were 
b u i l t  oppos i te  t h i s  s i t e  on t he  o t h e r  s i de  o f  t he  Assonet R i ve r .  East 
Freetown was probably  t h e  s i t e  o f  cons iderab le  18 th  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  
development when cons ide r i ng  t he  l a r g e  number o f  m i l l  f a c i l i t i e s  present  on 
Fa1 1  Brook i n  c .  1794 (Town Map o f  Freetown) . Pre-1775 s h i p b u i l d i n g  may 
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have taken p lace  a t  t he  mouth o f  the  Assonet R i ve r  o r  on t h e  shores o f  
Assonet Bay when cons ide r i ng  the  se t t l emen t ' s  r e l a t i v e  r e l i a n c e  on the  
Taunton R i ve r  as a  major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou te .  

E . Arch i  t e c t u r e  : 

Res iden t ia l  : Freetown r e t a i n s  a  1  arge number o f  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  r e s i  - 
d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t he  two p r i n c i p a l  v i l l a g e s  o f  t h e  town, Assonet and 
East Freetown. These i nc l ude  a  s i z a b l e  percentage o f  houses dated t o  t he  
1720s ; such a  concen t ra t i on  o f  e a r l y  Col on i  a1 houses i s  v i r t u a l  1  y  unknown 
i n  the  remainder o f  B r i s t o l  County. A t  l e a s t  a  dozen and a  ha1 f pe r i od  
residences a re  known, many l o c a t e d  a t  t he  v i l l a g e  cen te rs  o f  t he  two 
se t t lements  i n  a  r e g i o n a l l y  r a r e  c l u s t e r e d  s e t t i n g .  O f  t he  pe r i od  s t r u c t u r e s  
known, most a re  center-chimney, two-s to ry  houses w i t h  f i ve -bay ,  cen te r -  
ent rance p lans and s imple vernacu la r  d e t a i l i n g .  A t  l e a s t  a  few houses 
e x h i b i t  added l ean - tos .  The remain ing pe r i od  houses are center-chimney 
co t tages ;  ha1 f - p l a n  ( three-bay)  and f u l l  -p lan  ( f i v e - b a y )  cot tages a re  
represented i n  a lmost  equal numbers. I n  some instances,  a d d i t i o n s  o f  a  
s i n g l e  bay have been made t o  co t tages  i n  t h e  town. Gambrel r o o f s  a re  q u i t e  
common a1 though t h e  gab1 e  r o o f  form predominates ; dormers a re  a1 so common 
and some may be p a r t  o f  the  s t r u c t u r e ' s  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The e a r l  i e s t  meetinghouse b u i  1  t i n  Freetown was e rec ted  
i n  1710 and measured 36 ' x  26 ' x  18 ' . This  s tood i n  present-day Fa1 1  R i ve r .  
A schoolhouse a l s o  s tood on the  same l o t .  Only one o t h e r  meetinghouse was 
b u i l t  a t  Freetown i n  t h e  Co lon ia l  pe r i od  (Quaker,  1725) b u t  a  number o f  
schools were b u i l t  throughout  t he  per iod .  Among these were two schools 
b u i l t  i n  1727, one school of  1748 (24 '  x 2 0 ' )  b u i l t  a t  t he  town cen te r  and 
i t s  replacement o f  1773. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  these schools i n  t he  pe r i od  
i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  towns i n  t he  reg ion ,  most o f  which d i d  n o t  c o n s t r u c t  
schools u n t i l  the  Federal pe r i od .  

F. Observat ions : 

As w i t h  the  prev ious per iod ,  t h e  secondary sources p rov ide  1  i t t l e  data 
concern ing t h e  n a t i v e  se t t lement .  The post-war c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  was 
cha rac te r i zed  by t he  development o f  two d i s c r e t e ,  se l  f - c o n t a i  ned v i l  1  ages 
as evidenced i n  t he  cons iderab le  d i s tance  separa t ing  Assonet and East Freetown 
and the  l a c k  o f  over land  connect ing rou tes .  The suspected road network 
suggests these two v i l l a g e s  had s t ronger  economic and s o c i a l  t i e s  w i t h  
c o l o n i a l  se t t lements  i n  p resen t  Berk l  ey (Assonet)  and Lakevi  11 e/Middl eborough 
(Eas t  Freetown) . A  subs tan t i  a1 p o r t i o n  of t h e  Assonet s e t t l  ement/ i  ndus tri a1 
node surv ives  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and a rchaeo log i ca l l y .  The East Freetown 
area a l s o  ma in ta ins  much o f  i t s  ear l y -mid  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  f a b r i c .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD (1 775 - 1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

P r i n c i p l e  t r a n s p o r t  r o u t e  Assonet R i ve r .  General improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  
roads. 
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Popu la t ion  increase t o  1800, d e c l i n e  i n  1810 due t o  the  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  
F a l l  R iver .  Popu la t ion  s t a b l e  t o  the  end o f  t he  per iod .  

C . Set t lement  : 

Major  i n d u s t r i a l  , r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial node a t  Assonet V i l l a g e ,  small 
node a t  East  Freetown. Remainder o f  se t t lement  w ide l y  d ispersed farmsteads. 
I n  1830 t h e r e  were 220 dwe l l  i ngs i n  town. 

Economic Base: 

Assonet 's p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  head o f  t h e  t i dewa te r  made t he  v i l l a g e  t he  
c l o s e s t  p o r t  t o  t he  i ron-p roduc ing  towns o f  Middleborough and L a k e v i l l e ,  
encouraging bo th  i r o n  f ound r i es  and n a i l  works. ( I n  some respects ,  by the  
1830s Freetown had become the  Wareham of B r i s t o l  County .) Between 1782 and 
1848 Assonet R i ve r  s h i  pyards cons t ruc ted  254 vessel s - - p r i m a r i l  y  s loops and 
schooners. Assonet wharves ( a t  l e a s t  n i ne  i n  number) rece ived  l a r g e  numbers 
o f  coas ta l  and f o r e i g n  t r ade  vessels .  As a  measure o f  the amount o f  t r ade  
conducted on t h e  r i v e r ,  one owner o f  severa l  Freetown vessels,  Edmund Hathaway, 
i s  sa id  t o  have pa id  more customs d u t i e s  a t  Dighton than  any o the r  t h ree  towns 
i n  t he  Customs d i s t r i c t  combined. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he  numerous m i l l  p r i v i l e g e s  
both a t  Assonet and East  Freetown supp l ied  reg iona l  needs i n  bo th  lumber and 
g ra in .  By 1794 t he  town had a t  l e a s t  n i n e  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  opera t ion .  

The f o r g e  es tab l i shed  i n  1704 cont inued i n  a c t i v e  opera t ion ,  by 1820 
producing scythes, axes, and o t h e r  edge t o o l s  under Thomas S t robr idge .  I n  
1784 i t  had been j o i n e d  by a  furnace a t  East Freetown, e rec ted  t o  sme l t  
Middleborough and L a k e v i l l e  ores from Assawompsett Pond. By 1811 the  
furnace was i n  t he  hands o f  Br idgewater  and Taunton i n t e r e s t s .  I n  1818 i t  
was so ld  t o  Pawtucket m i l l  owners Samuel S l a t e r ,  David W i l  k inson, and o thers ,  
and, as t he  Providence Foundry Co., now i m p o r t i n g  o re  from New Jersey v i a  
Assonet wharves, produced machine cas t i ngs  f o r  t e x t i l e  machinery. By 1832 
the foundry was produc ing over  117,000 l b s .  o f  machinery cas t i ngs .  A  second 
foundry begun on Ter ry  Brook south of Assonet was e rec ted  by Elkanah Doggett 
i n  1827 t o  produce ho l low ware. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  The number o f  houses cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  pe r i od  increased from 
the  Co lon ia l  per iod .  Most o f  these were b u i l t  a t  Assonet. O f  the  two-story  
houses cons t ruc ted  i n  the  pe r i od  (approx imate ly  20 s u r v i v i n g )  , center-chimney 
p lans appear t o  have been b u i l t  i n  a lmost  equal numbers t o  t he  more up- to-date 
double and end chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s .  Almost a l l  o f  these a re  f i v e  bays 
wide w i t h  cen te r  entrances, b u t  two Federal pe r i od  houses o f  f o u r  bays'  w id th  
a re  recorded. Cottages s u r v i v e  i n  somewhat g rea te r  numbers than houses, w i t h  
approx imate ly  two dozen examples known. O f  these, most a re  center-chimney, 
f i ve -bay ,  center -ent rance p lan  s t r u c t u r e s ;  severa l  co t tages  o f  l e s s  than f i v e  
bays ' w i d t h  were a1 so observed, wi  t h  two ha1 f - p l  an ( three-bay) and two th ree-  
qua r te r  p l  an ( four-bay)  examples noted.  A1 so known are  two end-chimney cot tages 
o f  some s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ,  w i t h  f u l l y  e labora ted  ent rance surrounds w i t h  leaded 
s i de  1  i g h t s  and e l l i p t i c a l  fan1 i g h t s ;  bo th  o f  these a re  l o c a t e d  a t  Assonet. 
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Gable roofs  a re  employed un i ve rsa l  l y .  One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e  of Freetown's 
Federal residences i s  the use o f  a shal low hewn end-gable overhang. While the  
end-gable overhang i s  common i n  B r i s t o l  County, i t s  widespread use i n  Freetown 
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no tab le :  almost a l l  o f  t he  pe r i od  houses and cot tages i n  the 
town i nco rpo ra te  t he  end-gable overhang. I t s  o r i g i n  i s  unknown and i t  would 
seem t o  be a r e t a r d a t a i r e  f e a t u r e  f o r  t he  per iod ,  un re la ted  t o  any known des ign 
m o t i f s  o f  the  Federal s t y l e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several churches were organized i n  Freetown i n  the Federal 
per iod :  these were t he  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  o f  Freetown (da te  unknown, presumed t o  be 
e a r l y  i n  the  pe r i od )  and t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church o f  Freetown (organized o u t  o f  
B a p t i s t s ,  1807).  The Congregat ional  church i n  Assonet cons t ruc ted  a new meeting- 
house i n  1808-09; t h i s  i s  the  p resen t  b u i l d i n g  a t  the v i l l a g e  cen te r .  A two-story  
frame s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a shal low p r o j e c t i n g  porch w i t h  pediment and p i l a s t e r s ,  
double entrances and a second-story Pal 1 ad ian window, the  meet i  nghouse i s 
surmounted by  a square b e l f r y  w i t h  an open domed octagonal cupola.  I t  was b u i l t  
by  Ebenezer P ie rce  and t he  des ign has been a t t r i b u t e d  by 20th cen tu ry  h i s t o r i a n s  
t o  "John B u l l f i n c h " ;  i t  seems 1 i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a m i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Charles 
B u l f i n c h ,  b u t  t he re  i s  no documentary evidence f o r  such an a t t r i b u t i o n .  

Seven school d i s t r i c t s  were es tab l i shed  i n  Freetown. Most o f  the  school-  
houses bu i  1 t were 20 ' x 24 ' i n  dimension. By 1820, t h a t  number had increased 
t o  13. 

Commercial : The o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  commercial b u i l d i n g  o f  t he  pe r i od  i s  t he  
Old Corner Store (1828) a t  Assonet, a two-story ,  gable- roofed b u i l d i n g ,  s i x  bays 
l o n g  by t h ree  bays wide w i t h  two entrances on t he  facade. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The o n l y  known i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  the  pe r i od  t o  su rv i ve  i s  
a Pa in t  Shop on Elm S t ree t ,  a two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  frame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a th ree-  
bay facade and cen te r  ent rance.  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Assonet R i ve r  l oses  importance as pe r i od  progresses. Improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  
Federal pe r i od  roads. Old Colony and Newport R a i l  road 1835, Taunton and New 
Bed f o r d  Rai 1 road 1840. 

Popul a t i o n  : 

Populat ion dec l i ned  t o  t he  end o f  the per iod ,  1870 t o t a l  popu la t i on  was 72% 
o f  the  1830 t o t a l  . Fore ign born popu la t i on  l e s s  than 2% o f  t o t a l  i n  1855. 

C.  Set t lement :  

L i t t l e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  development due t o  popu la t i on  dec l i ne ,  small secondary 
node a t  Bra1 ey I s  S t a t i o n .  I n  1861 t he re  were 287 dwe l l  i ngs i n  town, an increase 
o f  60 dwe l l i ngs  i n  t h e  30-year p e r i o d  1830-1860. 

D. Economic Base: 

Assonet sh ipyards reached a peak o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  1834, when seven vessels were 
repor ted  under c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  once. Dec l ine  i n  a c t i v i t y  probably  due t o  r e s t r a i n t s  
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on vessel s i z e  imposed by the  r i v e r .  L a s t  s h i p  launched i n  1848. Coastal t rade  
a1 so d imin ished a f t e r  t he  a r r i v a l  o f  the  New Bedford & Taunton Ra i l r oad  (1840) 
and the F a l l  R iver  Ra i l r oad  (1846) .  By 1861 o n l y  f o u r  schooners remained 
i n  serv ice ,  w i t h  the  t r ade  who1 l y  ended by the  end o f  t he  war. 

I r o n  a c t i v i t y  a1 so peaked e a r l y  i n  t he  per iod .  I n  1837 t he  town boasted o f  
two n a i l  m i l l s ,  two furnaces, w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r i e s  f o r  axes, c u t l e r y ,  
and shovels,  spades, and f o r k s .  E i g h t  years l a t e r ,  o n l y  two n a i l  m i l l s  remained, 
l oca ted  on a d j o i n i n g  Assonet R i ve r  p r i v i l e g e s .  N.R. Davis, a f t e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  
t he  machine shops o f  Taunton and t he  C o l t  f a c t o r y  i n  H a r t f o r d ,  es tab l i shed  a  
f i r e a r m  manufactory i n  Assonet i n  1854. Wi th  subs tan t i  a1 government con t rac t s  
d u r i n g  the C i v i l  War, the  f a c t o r y  became the  town's  major  i n d u s t r y  a f t e r  the  
war. 

The a v a i l a b i l  i t y  o f  cheap t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  gave f u r t h e r  impetus t o  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  
p roduc t ion .  I n  1865 Freetown farms sen t  over $10,000 worth o f  apples t o  market. 

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i  a1 : Comparat ively few houses were b u i l  t i n  t he  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
pe r i od  as the focus o f  t he  a rea ' s  economic base s h i f t e d  down-r iver  t o  F a l l  R iver .  
Nevertheless , some c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred w i  t h  severa l  no tab le  s t r u c t u r e s  bu i  1  t . 
Most o f  the  houses b u i l t  a re  s i d e h a l l  and double chimney Greek Revival  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  houses and cot tages,  the  co t tages  outnumbering the  houses. East 
Freetown began t o  succeed Assonet i n  the p e r i o d  i n  terms o f  t he  percentage of 
houses b u i l t  t he re  i n  the  pe r i od .  Notable houses of  t he  p e r i o d  i nc l ude  t he  
Congregat ional  Parsonage on Nor th  Mai n  S t r e e t  a t  Assonet, the  Capta in  Washington 
Road house a t  Assonet on Water S t r e e t  and t h e  A l l e n  House on County Road. The 
Parsonage i s  a  one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  double p i l e  end chimney end gable w i t h  
recessed p o r t i c o  and pediment on t he  gable end. The Read House i s  a  t h ree -s to r y  
double chimney 1  a t e  Federal house w i t h  a  prominent t h i  rd-s  t o r y  mon i to r  and 1  a t e r  
I t a l  i ana te  bays. The A l l e n  Wouse ( c .  1865) i s  a  Goth ic  R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  
co t t aqe  w i t h  round-head wi ndows i n  a  Pal 1 ad i  an-der i  ved form, polygonal bays 
and e labo ra te  gab1 e  screens. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Small s p l i n t e r  groups began t o  organize t h e i r  own churches 
a t  the  crossroads v i l l a g e s  across t h e  town. Most o f  t he  churches formed i n  the 
pe r i od  were o f  the  C h r i s t i a n  denomination, w i t h  a  C h r i s t i a n  Chapel a t  Assonet 
(1832), Second C h r i s t i a n  a t  Mason's Corner ( c .  1833), T h i r d  C h r i s t i a n  a t  
B r a l e y ' s  Corner ( c .  1843; e x t a n t )  and Four th  C h r i s t i a n  near t he  Rochester 1  i n e  
( c .  1858).  O f  these churches, t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church a t  Assonet, a  two-s to ry  
Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  cen te r  ent rance and two-stage square b e l f r y ,  
and t he  B ra ley  ' s  Corner C h r i s t i a n ,  a  one-story  Greek Revival  b u i l d i n g ,  a re  t he  
o n l y  two s u r v i v i n g .  The Freetown High School a t  Assonet i s  dated t o  1858, b u t  
t he  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  h i p - roo fed  double entrance s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  a  cupola,  does n o t  appear t o  da te  from t h a t  t ime b u t  seems t o  have been 
cons t ruc ted  c .  1900. 

Commercial : The o n l y  commercial b u i l d i n g  o f  t he  pe r i od  known t o  s u r v i v e  i s  
the  V i l l a g e  Store (1868) a t  Assonet, a  one-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  Greek Reviva l /  
I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h ree  bays wide w i t h  cen te r  entrance. 
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A.  T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

General improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. S t r e e t  Railway from New Bedford 
t o  Miadleboro i n  1899. 

B  . Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  re1 a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  throughout  t he  per iod .  Fore ign born popu la t ion  
i n  1855 9% o f  t o t a l  , by 191 5  reached 18% o f  t o t a l  , 

Set t lement :  

L i t t l e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  expansion ou t s i de  o f  Assonet V i l l a g e .  I n  1902 t he re  
were 385 dwe l l i ngs  i n  town, an increase o f  98 i n  t he  41-year p e r i o d  1861-1902. 
East Freetown began develop ing as a  small summer r e s o r t  i n  1902. 

D. Economic Base: 

By 1874, t h r e e  b leacher ies  repor ted ,  process ing c l o t h  f rom F a l l  R iver  
m i l l s ,  two remain ing i n  ope ra t i on  a t  t h e  end o f  t he  per iod .  For many years,  
t he  C rys ta l  Spr ings Bleachery was t h e  town's  l a r g e s t  employer. The pe r i od  
a l s o  witnessed the peak o f  N.R. Dav i s ' s  manufacture o f  f i r ea rms .  

By 1899 much o f  t h e  l a n d  once under c u l t i v a t i o n  was covered by f o r e s t  and 
undergrowth. Mixed farming was c a r r i e d  on, b u t  t he  p r i n c i p a l  occupat ion o f  
the  farmers was i n  market gardening and m i l k  producing f o r  the  l a r g e r  markets. 
As an i n d i c a t i o n  of  the d e c l i n e  i n  general farming, many farmers were impo r t i ng  
t h e i r  hay f rom o t h e r  towns t o  feed d a i r y  c a t t l e .  

Throughout the  per iod ,  t he  town 's  f o r e s t s  suppl i e d  boxboard, sh ing le ,  and 
lumber m i l l s .  I n  1875 s i x  m i l  1  s  produced $1 2,000 wor th .  By 1914 t he re  were 
s t i l l  seven sawmi l ls  i n  town. E i g h t  p o u l t e r e r s  ( f i v e  i n  t h e  Assonet area) ,  
f o u r  mi 1  k  dea le rs  , and seven c ranber ry  growers were a1 so 1  i s t e d  i n  t he  d i r e c t o r y  
t h a t  year .  By t he  1870s, one o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e a r l i e s t  t r o u t  ha tcher ies  had been 
es tab l i shed  i n  East Freetown. By t h e  end o f  the  pe r i od  i t  was supp ly ing  both 
r a i l  road d i n i n g  cars  and ocean 1  i ners . 
E, A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t ia l  : Very few houses were b u i l t  i n  t he  per iod .  Most o f  those 
cons t ruc ted  were b u i l t  a long  the  back roads o f  t he  town. The more subs tan t i a l  
o f  these a re  one-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  s i d e h a l l  Queen Anne co t tages  w h i l e  t he  range 
o f  houses cons t ruc ted  cont inues down t h e  sca le  i n  s i m p l i c i t y  and s i z e  t o  a  
number o f  one-story,  two-bay wide co t tages  o f  t he  most modest charac te r .  A 
few mu1 ti p l e - f a m i l y  h i  p- roofed Queen Anne tenements were b u i l  t adjacent  t o  the  
Fa1 1  R i ve r  boundary on Nor th  Main S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The Town H a l l  a t  Assonet was cons t ruc ted  i n  1388; t h i s  i s  
a  two-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  h i  p- roofed Queen Anne/Sti ck Sty1 e  s t r u c t u r e  designed 
and b u i l t  by a  l o c a l  b u i l d e r / a r c h i t e c t ,  Charles C .  Marble. Also b u i l t  i n  the 
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per iod  was t h e  Town L i b r a r y  ( 1  895), a  one-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  h i p - roo fed  Co lon ia l  
Revival  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  an o f f s e t  h ip - roo fed  ent rance tower, t he  East Freetown 
C h r i s t i a n  church (1  888) , a  center -ent rance one-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  Greek Revival  
church w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  porch i n  the  Queen Anne s t y l e  w i t h  S t i c k  S t y l e  d e t a i l s ,  
and a  school ( c .  1880) on Copicut  Road a t  East Freetown. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The o n l y  known i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  the  pe r i od  was t he  Crys ta l  
Spr ings Bleachery a t  East  Freetown, b u i  1  t i n  1882 and burned i n  1955. 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

General improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. No reg iona l  highways designated. 

B .  Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  w i t h  m i l d  f l u c t u a t i o n s  t o  the  end o f  the  per iod .  
Fore ign born  popu la t i on  11% o f  t he  t o t a l  i n  1930. 

Set t lement :  

L i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  expansion. Major  se t t lement  remains Assonet V i l l a g e .  

Economic Base: 

For most o f  t he  per iod,  t h e  town's  major  employer was t he  Crys ta l  Spr ings 
Bleachery,  though taken over  as t he  C rys ta l  Spr ings F i n i s h i n g  Co. when t he  
o r i g i n a l  company f a i l e d  i n  1935. Two o t h e r  Assonet R i ve r  p r i v i l e g e s  were 
occupied by  t e x t i l e  r ec l a im ing  and f i n i s h i n g  p l an t s .  

I n  1923, the New England O i l  R e f i n i n g  Co. purchased a  l a r g e  number o f  farms 
a1 ong the  coas t  t o  b u i l d  a  r e f i n e r y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

The o n l y  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  which were observed i n  the 
survey a re  l o c a t e d  a long County and B ra ley  Roads i n  East Freetown. Most o f  these 
a re  s imple Co lon ia l  Revival  co t tages  and bungalows w i t h  h i p  o r  gambrel r oo f s ,  
w h i l e  a  few a re  very  modest one-story  houses o f  two bays1 w id th .  The o n l y  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  noted i s  the  Freetown Grange (1916) a t  East Freetown, a  
one-story  h i p - roo fed  sh ing led  vernacu la r  s t r u c t u r e .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The Freetown survey i s  thorough and documents most o f  t he  town's pre-1850 
r e s i d e n t i  a1 and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and most o f  the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
pos tda t i ng  1850. I n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and l a t e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  need 
f u r t h e r  documentation. 
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