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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date :  J a n u a r y  1982 - Community: F a l l  River  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

F a l l  R i v e r ,  s t r i k i n g l y  o u t l i n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
s k y  on a long s t e e p  h i l l  c r e s t  a c r o s s  Mount Hope 
Bay, l o o k s  b o t h  l a r g e r  t h a n  i t  i s  and v e r y  f o r e i g n .  
The l o f t y  chimneys of  t h e  g r e a t  s t o n e  o r  b r i c k  
m i l l s  and t h e  s o a r i n g  s t o n e  towers  of numerous 
Roman C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t w i n  pagoda-  
l i k e  towers  of Notre  Dame, g i v e  a  European t o n e .  
I n  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d  o f  t h e  bay. t h e  w h i t e  F a l l  
R ive r  Boat  To New York, one 'o f  a  l i n e  known t o  a l l  
New Eng lander s  f o r  n i n e t y  y e a r s ,  l i ~ s  moored 
a w a i t i n g  i t s  evening  s a i l i n g  hour .  LWPA Guide 
(1937) , p.  2303 

The c i t y  of  F a l l  R ive r  i s  s i t u a t e d  on  a  g r a n i t e  r i d g e  ove r look ing  
t h e  Taunton  R i v e r .  The t e r r a i n  i s  r o l l i n g  w i t h  a  n o r t h - s o u t h  
o r i e n t a t i o n .  The c i t y  i s  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  d i v i d e d  by t h e  North 
and Sou th  Watuppa Ponds. P r i n c i p l e  d r a i n a g e  was v i a  t h e  Quequechan 
R i v e r .  S o i l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

F a l l  R ive r  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town on February  26, 1803, 
from p a r t  of  Free town.  I n  1804 t h e  town ' s  name was changed t o  
Troy  and i n  1834 i t  was changed back t o  F a l l  R i v e r .  F a l l  
River  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  c i t y  on A p r i l  1 2 ,  1854,  and i n  t h e  
1861 Massachuse t t s /Rhode  I s l a n d  Boundary r e s o l u t i o n  r e c e i v e d  
t h o s e  a r e a s  of t h e  c i t y  known a s  Globe V i l l a g e  and Newvi l le .  

HISTORIC - OVERVIEW 

F a l l  R i v e r  i s  an  i n d u s t r i a l  community on t h e  banks of t h e  
Taunton R ive r  i n  B r i s t o l  County. P r i o r  t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
F a l l  R ive r  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f o c u s .  The p r i n c i p l e  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  S t e e p  Brook, was b a s i c a l l y  a  s e r v i c e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  
P o s t  Road and s u r r o u n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a .  With t h e  development 
of t e x t i l e  t echno logy  t h e  Quequechan R i v e r  became a  prime focus  
f o r  development  due  t o  i t s  w a t e r  power p o t e n t i a l .  The l a t e  
F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  was one of i n t e n s e  i n d u s t r i a l  development ,  
f i n a n c i n g  f o r  which came from t h e  c o m m e r c i a l / s h i p b u i l d i n g  
community of Somerse t .  

The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  good w a t e r  power and F a l l  R i v e r ' s  r o l e  a s  a  
t r a n s f e r  p o i n t  f o r  passenger  and f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c  t o  New York 
made t h e  c i t y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  o u t s i d e  i n v e s t o r s  a s  w e l l .  By t h e  
beg inn ing  of t h e  C i v i l  War a  p o p u l a t i o n  boom accompanied t h e  
growth of i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m e n t .  T h i s  development c o n t i n u e d  
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unaba ted  th rough  t h e  l a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  By t h e  beg inn ing  
of t h e  e a r l y  modern p e r i o d  t h e  movement of t e x t i l e  conce rns  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  had begun and by t h e  l a t e  1920s t h e r e  was a  wide-  
s p r e a d  d e c l i n e  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  employment i n  t h e  c i t y .  I n  1928 
t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  was g u t t e d  by f i r e  and i n  1930 
t h e  c i t y  d e c l a r e d  bankrup tcy ,  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s  be ing  
handled  by a  S t a t e  Board o f  F inance  from 1931 t o  1941.  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) - 

A .  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

The e x t e n s i v e  development  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of F a l l  
R ive r  (wes t  o f  Nor th  and Sou th  Watuppa Ponds) h a s  p r o b a b l y  
o b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a i l  network i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  One c o n j e c t u r e d  p r i m a r y  n a t i v e  t r a i l  ex tended  a long  t h e  
p r e s e n t  r o u t e  of North Main and Sou th  Main S t r e e t s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  
t h i s  r o u t e  p r o b a b l y  ex tended  i n t o  p r e s e n t  T i v e r t o n  and L i t t l e  
Compton, Rhode I s l a n d ,  where i t  would have p r o v i d e d  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r i c h  N a r r a g a n s e t t  Bay. A t  l e a s t  one n o r t h -  
s o u t h  r o u t e  appea red  t o  s k i r t  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of North Watuppa 
Pond f o l l o w i n g  B e l l  and Blossom Roads. A p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t e  
r o u t e  t o  t h e  lower  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Watuppa Pond t r a i l  may have 
been  o r i e n t e d  a long  a  j e e p  t r a i l  and t h e  Mowry P a t h .  S e v e r a l  
o t h e r  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  ( p r o b a b l y  secondary)  snaked th rough  t h e  
h i l l y  t e r r a i n  e a s t  of North Watuppa Pond, i n c l u d i n g  a  r o u t e  
b ranch ing  o f f  of t h e  Nor th  Watuppa Pond t r a i l  t o  t h e  e a s t  and 
s o u t h  a long  t h e  Woodchuck t r a i l .  The Taunton  River  would have 
p r o v i d e d  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  a  d i r e c t  w a t e r  r o u t e  t o  
M t .  Hope and N a r r a g a n s e t t  Bays w h i l e  w a t e r  t r a v e l  between t h e  
p r e s e n t  F a l l  R ive r  w a t e r f r o n t  and North and Sou th  Watuppa Ponds 
was p o s s i b l e  on t h e  Quequechan R i v e r .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

One r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  b u r i a l  ( L o n g f e l l o w ' s  "Ske le ton  
i n  Armor") was found i n  a  g r a v e l  bank n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  of 
F i f t h  and H a r t w e l l  S t r e e t s  (Fenner  1911: 21 ) .  An u n i d e n t i f i e d  
n a t i v e  s i t e  was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  edge of Cook Pond. 
A second u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  was d i s c o v e r e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
bank of  t h e  Taunton R ive r  below i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Assonet  
R i v e r .  The F a l l  R ive r  a r e a  h a s  a  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  
n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  d e s p i t e  t h e  town 's  h i l l y  t e r r a i n .  
N a t i v e  s i t e s  would have congrega ted  a long  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of 
t h e  Taunton and t h e  Quequechan R i v e r s  and t h e  s h o r e s  of North 
and Sou th  Watuppa Ponds p r i m a r i l y  because  of t h e i r  v a l u e  a s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  and food  s o u r c e s .  The rugged up lands  
e a s t  of  Nor th  Watuppa Pond would have d i s c o u r a g e d  any s i g n i f i c a n t  
n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  would have 
been h e a v i e s t  i n  t h e  F a l l  R i v e r  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  
months.  Na t ive  m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Taunton R ive r  and 
M t .  Hope and N a r r a g a n s e t t  Bays p robab ly  commenced i n  t h e  l a t e  
s p r i n g  and p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  summer. 
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C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  Base:  

E x t e n s i v e  s o u r c e s  of f i s h  and w i l d  game were  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  Taunton  and Quequechan R i v e r s  and North and Sou th  Watuppa 
Ponds. Hunting p r o b a b l y  a l s o  took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  wood- 
l a n d s  and marsh lands .  P o t e n t i a l  p l a n t i n g  grounds  were l i m i t e d  
because  of  t h e  h i l l y  n a t u r e  of much of F a l l  R i v e r .  Na t ive  
p l a n t i n g  grounds  were p r o b a b l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  lowlands 
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Taunton  and Quequechan R i v e r s  and t h e  e a s t e r n  
s h o r e  of North Watuppa Pond and w e s t e r n  s h o r e  of Sou th  Watuppa 
Pond. There  i s  a  h i g h  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  
engaged i n  European- Ind ian  t r a d e  when c o n s i d e r i n g  F a l l  R i v e r ' s  
p r o x i m i t y  t o  N a r r a g a n s e t t  Bay, a  known r e g i o n  of  pre-1620 
European- Ind ian  c o n t a c t  ( e . g . ,  Ver razano ,  1524) .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  - 

The F a l l  R ive r  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  p a r t  of  a  h e a v i l y  
s e t t l e d  r i v e r i n e  and c o a s t a l  continuum which extended from 
N a r r a g a n s e t t  Bay e a s t  t o  B u z z a r d ' s  Bay. The Watuppa Pond complex 
was p robab ly  one of  t h e  more h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  i n t e r i o r  l o c a t i o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s t u d y  u n i t .  The n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n h a b i t i n g  p r e s e n t  F a l l  R ive r  and T i v e r t o n ,  Rhode 
I s l a n d ,  have been  d e s i g n a t e d  by s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  a s  t h e  
P o c a s s e t s ,  a  sub-g roup  o f  t h e  Pokanokets  (Wampanoags). The 
l a t t e r  group was c e n t e r e d  i n  M t .  Hope, Rhode I s l a n d .  The g r e a t e s t  
p r o b a b i l i t y  of s u r v i v i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  of  n a t i v e  
C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  would be  t h e  l i g h t l y  developed North 
Watuppa Pond a r e a .  Small  p o c k e t s  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t r e m a i n s  may 
s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  nor the rnmos t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Taunton  R ive r  w a t e r f r o n t .  

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD - (1620 - 1675) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  -- Routes :  

The c o l o n i a l  o v e r l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  network was p robab ly  
l i m i t e d  due t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  l a c k  o f  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t .  

There  were  no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  I f  t h e  F a l l  
R i v e r  a r e a  had a  y e a r  round c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i t  amounted t o  
no more t h a n  a  h a n d f u l  of f a m i l i e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  p rov ided  no i n f o r m a t i o n  conce rn ing  
n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  The n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o n g r e g a t e  a long  t h e  Taunton  R ive r  and Watuppa Ponds 
because  of  t h e  minimal c o l o n i a l  p r e s e n c e .  

There  i s  c o n f l i c t i n g  ev idence  a s  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a  perma- 
n e n t  pre-war  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  Some s o u r c e s  c l a im E n g l i s h  
s e t t l e m e n t  took  p l a c e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  consumation o f  t h e  
Freemen's  Purchase  i n  1659.  The Purchase  encompassed p r e s e n t  
Freetown and F a l l  R ive r  a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  t h e  Quequechan R i v e r .  
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I t  a p p e a r s  more l i k e l y  most  i f  n o t  a l l  of t h e  s e t t l e r s  occupying 
p r e s e n t  F a l l  R ive r  d i d  s o  o n l y  on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s  a s  h i r e d  
o v e r s e e r s  of  t h e  c r o p  and g r a z i n g  l a n d  owned by t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p u r c h a s e r s .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The n a t i v e  economy was p o o r l y  documented. The P o c a s s e t s  
p robab ly  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s .  

A s  mentioned above,  t h e  F a l l  River  a r e a  was u t i l i z e d  by t h e  
o r i g i n a l  E n g l i s h  owners a s  c r o p  and g r a z i n g  l a n d .  

E .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

There  i s  a  s e r i o u s  need f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e -  
ment e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  F a l l  R ive r  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
A d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  shou ld  be devo ted  t o  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  e x t e n t ,  
i f  any ,  of pre-war  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  F a l l  R i v e r .  

VI.  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

The a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e  l i t t l e  d a t a  conce rn ing  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ne twork .  Nor th  and Sou th  Main S t r e e t s  were 
p r o b a b l y  f o r m a l l y  l a i d  o u t  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  a  p r i m a r y  r o u t e  between 
t h e  F a l l  R i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t  and t h a t  s i t u a t e d  i n  p r e s e n t  Freetown.  
Bedford S t r e e t  ( d e s i g n a t e d  a s  "Old Bedford Road" on an  1812 
map o f  F a l l  R ive r )  was l i k e l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  a  s i m i l a r  d a t e  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  and i n d u s t r i a l  development  a long 
t h e  Quequechan R i v e r .  The Taunton  R i v e r  would have f u n c t i o n e d  
a s  a  r e g i o n a l  w a t e r  r o u t e  f a c i l i t a t i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  N a r r a g a n s e t t  
Bay and i n t e r i o r  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  ( e .  g .  , Taunton ,  Br idgewate r )  
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s .  The Quequechan R i v e r  p r o v i d e d  t h e  s e t t l e r s  
w i t h  a  w a t e r  r o u t e  t o  t h e  Watuppa Pond complex. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e -  
ments a r e  l i m i t e d .  I n  c .  1764,  59 n a t i v e s  r e s i d e d  i n  Old 
Freetown,  most l i k e l y  on t h e  I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of p r e s e n t  F a l l  R i v e r  (Dubuque 1907: 3 4 ) .  
Old Freetown ( i n c l u d e d  F a l l  R ive r  u n t i l  1803) had 1 ,492 r e s i d e n t s  
i n  1765.  T h i s  f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e d  2 7 %  t o  1 , 9 0 1  r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  - 

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  th roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  
c .  1704,  l a n d  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n  on S t a f f o r d  Road. S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  n a t i v e  s e t t l e -  
ment was r e e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  newly c r e a t e d  I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  
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which encompassed l and  e x t e n d i n g  from North Watuppa Pond 
e a s t  t o  t h e  " P r o p r i e t o r s  Waysl'(Dubuque 1907: 18) . Nat ive  
s e t t l e m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a long  t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e  of North 
Watuppa Pond ( I b i d )  . 

The o n l y  E n g l i s h  p r o p e r t y  p r o b a b l y  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  F a l l  
R ive r  a r e a  d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War was l i v e s t o c k  and c r o p s  
s i n c e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  have p o s t - d a t e d  1676.  
The f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  took  p l a c e  immedia te ly  a f t e r  t e r m i n a t i o n  
of t h e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  war .  Matthew Bonner,  J r . ,  r e p u t e d l y  
e r e c t e d  a  home a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of North Main and Brownell  
S t r e e t s .  However, t h e  community's f o c a l  p o i n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
pos t -war  p e r i o d  was f u r t h e r  s o u t h  a long t h e  Quequechan R i v e r ,  
t h e  s i t e  of s e v e r a l  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  Benjamin Church (King P h i l i p ' s  War 
hero)  b u i l t  a  home i n  c .  1703 i n  t h i s  a r e a .  An e a r l y  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  node was p r o b a b l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  c h u r c h  ( C o n g r e g a t i o n a l )  which 
was e r e c t e d  i n  c .  1714 on North Main S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
F a l l  R ive r /F ree town  l i n e .  A d d i t i o n a l  s c a t t e r e d  homes were 
c o n s t r u c t e k  a d j a c e n t  t o  North and Sou th  Main S t r e e t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  and 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  The d i v i s i o n  of  l and  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Watuppa Pond complex i n  1697 s u g g e s t s  t h e r e  
was some l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The l a n d  e a s t  of  North Watuppa Pond was 
r e l e g a t e d  t o  u s e  a s  wood lo t s  and meadowland p r o b a b l y  because  
of  t h e  t r a c t ' s  h i l l y  t e r r a i n ,  e x t e n s i v e  marshland and 
d i s t a n c e  from t h e  Taunton and Quequechan R i v e r s .  

D .  Economic Base:  - 

Limi ted  documenta t ion  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  economy. A c .  1763 
map of t h e  Old Freetown I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  p r o p e r t y  s u g g e s t s  
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  by 
t h i s  d a t e  had adopted  a  s e d e n t a r y  l i f e s t y l e  i n  l i e u  of t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  rounds .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y  a s  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  
c o l o n i a l  economy. I n d u s t r i a l  development  was p r o b a b l y  
i n i t i a t e d  p r i o r  t o  1691 when Benjamin Church e r e c t e d  a  sawmil l  
on t h e  Quequechan R i v e r .  T h i s  r i v e r  remained a  f o c a l  p o i n t  
of t h e  community's i n d u s t r y  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  20th  c e n t u r y .  Church 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  b u i l t  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  and a  g r i s t  m i l l  on 
t h e  Quequechan.  By t h e  mid-18 th  c e n t u r y  Thomas Borden o p e r a t e d  
a  saw m i l l  and a  g r i s t  m i l l  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  F a l l  R ive r  
I r o n  Works Company (Fenner  1911: 1 2 ) .  A t  approx ima te ly  t h i s  
same d a t e ,  J o s e p h  Borden r a n  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  n e a r  t h e  P o c a s s e t  
F a c t o r y  w h i l e  S t e v e n  Borden o p e r a t e d  a  g r i s t  m i l l  and saw 
m i l l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  t h e  Quequechan Rive r  (Peck 1877: 1 9 9 ) .  
John Read e s t a b l i s h e d  a  t a n n e r y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
on " F r e n c h ' s  H i l l "  ( p r o b a b l y  immedia te ly  n o r t h  of  Bedford 
S t r e e t . )  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  s m a l l s c a l e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  was begun on 
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on t h e  Taunton R i v e r  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  o r  
e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  when c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  impor tance  t h e  F a l l  
R i v e r  a r e a ' s  waterways p layed  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  ne twork .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  -- 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  C o l o n i a l  houses  
i n   all Rive r  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of  town, a long 
North Main S t r e e t  and a t  S t e e p  Brook. Of some h a l f  dozen 
s u r v i v o r s ,  e q u a l  numbers of c o t t a g e s  and houses  a r e  known. 
These a r e ,  w i t h  one  e x c e p t i o n ,  c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e s  of  
f i v e  b a y s '  w i d t h .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  There  were no e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
b u i l t  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  were a  group of  s c h o o l s  b u i l t  by t h e  town of  Freetown 
w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  b o u n d a r i e s  of  t h e  c i t y .  These  were a  
c .  1 7 2 1  s c h o o l  a t  S t e e p  Brook, two schoo lhouses  of 1 7 2 7 ,  one 
o f  which measured 18 ' x  1 4 ' ,  and a  24'  x  20' s choo lhouse  of 
1748. 

F .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

The F a l l  R ive r  s e t t l e m e n t  was one of o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  of  
communit ies  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s t u d y  u n i t  which 
f o r m a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The makeup and o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e  
community w i t h i n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  shou ld  be c l a r i f i e d .  P a r t i c u l a r  
n o t e  shou ld  be made of  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  p r o b a b i l i t y  of s u b s t a n t i a l  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of  t h e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  s u r v i v i n g  
on t h e  former  r e s e r v a t i o n  l a n d .  The F a l l  R ive r  s e t t l e m e n t  
p o s s e s s e d  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  number of m i l l  o p e r a t i o n s  when 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a r e a ' s  modest number of  p o t e n t i a l  m i l l  s t r e a m s .  
One of t h e  h e a v i e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  and 
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  m i l l  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  u n i t  was s i t u a t e d  on 
t h e  Quequechan R i v e r .  The g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i h o o d  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  shou ld  occur  on t h e  nor the rnmos t  
p o r t i o n  of Nor th  Main S t r e e t .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

North and Sou th  Main S t r e e t s  were a  P o s t  Road. F a l l  River  
and Watuppa Turnp ike  1827 ( P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ) .  Genera l  improvement 
of e x i s t i n g  c o l o n i a l  roads  and expans ion  of  i n t e r n a l  s t r e e t  
g r i d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  F e r r i e s  a c r o s s  Taunton R i v e r  t o  Somerse t .  

P o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  u n a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  
1803.  ( P o p u l a t i o n  a t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  e s t i m a t e d  between 700 and 1000.) 
While p o p u l a t i o n  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a t i c  between 1810 and 
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1820, between 1820 and 1830 t h e r e  was a  160% i n c r e a s e .  I n  
1825 t h e r e  were 395 f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  town. 

S e t t l e m e n t :  

A t  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  b u l k  of r e s i d e n t i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  was a t  S t e e p  Brook on t h e  P o s t  Road and a t  S l a d e l s  
F e r r y  l a n d i n g  ( s i t e  of f i r s t  town h a l l ) ,  t h e  remainder  was 
widely  d i s p e r s e d  farming and t h e  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  Watuppa ponds .  A f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  t h e  
f o c u s  of  residential/commercial/industrial s e t t l e m e n t  s h i f t e d  
t o  t h e  Quequechan R i v e r .  I n  1812 s e t t l e m e n t  was l i n e a r  
a long e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  a t  Bedford and Anawan S t r e e t s .  
By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  was i n t e n s e  i n d u s t r i a l  deve lop-  
ment a long  t h e  banks of t h e  Quequechan, r e s i d e n t i a l  and 
commercial  development  o c c u r r i n g  n o r t h  of t h e  r i v e r  i n  a  
p r i m i t i v e  g r i d  t h a t  ex tended  a long  t h e  r i v e r  ( B e d f o r d / P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t s )  and n o r t h  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  North Main S t r e e t .  
Remainder of t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of North Watuppa Pond and n e a r  
S t e e p  Brook p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: - 

P e r i o d  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  r a d i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of a  l i m i t e d  
a g r a r i a n  economy t o  one of t h r i v i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  
by 1832, 14 c o t t o n  manufac tu r ing  companies .  Wrote Thomas R .  
Smi th  ( a  major  s o u r c e  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t )  i n  1944: 

The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  g e o g r a p h i c  f a c t  
i n f l u e n c i n g  F a l l  R i v e r ' s  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  
growth i s  t h i s  combinat ion  [of wa te r  power 
and c o a s t a l  l o c a t i o n  , n o t  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  
of e i t h e r ) .  A s  a  p o r t ,  F a l l  R ive r  was com- 
p l e t e l y  o u t c l a s s e d  by many. A s  a  t e x t i l e  
c e n t e r ,  i t  was s t i l l  i n f e r i o r  t o  Lowel l ,  
Manches ter ,  and Chicopee.  But h e r e ,  t r i b u -  
t a r y  t o  Long I s l a n d  Sound, between Boston  
and New York, was t h e  b e s t  n a t u r a l  p r i v i l e g e  
a t  t i d e w a t e r  anywhere s o u t h  of New 
Hampshire.  r ~ m i t h ,  - p.38! 

N a t h a n i e l  Hayward wrote  i n  1845: "The town of  F a l l  R i v e r ,  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u n i o n  of  h y d r a u l i c  and n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r s ,  i s  
p r o b a b l y  w i t h o u t  a  p a r a l l e l  upon t h e  whole American c o n t i n e n t .  

Even b e f o r e  t h e  r i s e  of t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  F a l l  R ive r  
showed a  marked o r i e n t a t i o n  toward s e a b o r n  commerce. I n  t h e  
e a r l y  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  "eve ry  f a rmer  of impor tance  was a  s h i p  
c a r p e n t e r  and had h i s  own v e s s e l ,  u s u a l l y  a  s l o o p  of 35-40 
t o n s  . . . i n  which he and h i s  f a m i l y  made t h e i r  t r i p s  t o  
P rov idence ,  Newpor t ,  and even  New York" (Fenner  , p .  12) . By 
t h e  f i r s t  decade  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  6 -7  l o c a l  m i l l s  p r o c e s s e d  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  Among t h e s e  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  
m i l l s  of t h e  Richard  Bordens ( u n c l e  and nephew) p rov ided  t h e  
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b a s i s  f o r  e a r l y  growth ,  s h i p p i n g  p r o d u c t s  t o  P rov idence ,  
B r i s t o l  and Warren. 

Al though a  s m a l l  c o t t o n  m i l l  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
Globe V i l l a g e  i n  1811, i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  n e a r l y  s i m u l -  
t aneous  founding  of t h e  Troy C o t t o n  and Woolen Mfy. and 
t h e  F a l l  R ive r  Mfy. i n  1813 t h a t  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  
F a l l  River  d a t e  i t s  r i s e .  For a t  l e a s t  t h e  f i r s t  f i f t y  
y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  two m i l l s  r i v a l e d  e a c h  o t h e r  
f o r  c o n t r o l  of r e a l  e s t a t e  and manufac tu r ing  i n t e r e s t s .  
I n  t h e  1820s ,  soon a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  power 
loom, b o t h  companies expanded t h e i r  h o l d i n g s .  Troy 
company i n t e r e s t s  b u i l t  t h e  P o c a s s e t  M i l l  (New Bedford 
merchant  Samuel Rodman was a  p r i n c i p a l  s t o c k h o l d e r ) ,  
r e n t i n g  o u t  space  t o  a  number of c l o t h  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
i n c l u d i n g  Andrew Robeson, whose F a l l  River  P r i n t  Works 
became t h e  f i r s t  c a l i c o  p r i n t  works i n  t h e  c i t y .  By 1832, 
70% of t h e  c o t t o n  c l o t h  produced i n  F a l l  R i v e r  m i l l s  was 
d e s i g n a t e d  p r i n t  c l o t h ;  of t h i s  amount, 1 2 %  was s o l d  i n  
New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  18% t o  a  P rov idence  f i r m ;  and 
t h e  remainder  consumed by Robeson's  f i r m .  The P o c a s s e t  
a l s o  gave b i r t h  t o  F a l l  R i v e r ' s  f i r s t  s e p a r a t e  t e x t i l e  
machine b u i l d i n g  f i r m ,  H a r r i s  Hawes (1823). 

However, i t  was t h e  Borden i n t e r e s t s  and t h e  F a l l  R ive r  
Mfy. which came t o  dominate  much of  F a l l  R ive r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
p r i m a r i l y  th rough  t h e  F a l l  R ive r  I r o n  Works (1821) ,  t h e  
expans ion  of a c t i v i t y  of  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b l a c k s m i t h  o p e r a t i o n  
by Richard  Borden and Bradfo rd  Dur fee .  The i n c r e a s i n g  
dependence of  i r o n  works on impor ted  raw m a t e r i a l  p l a c e d  t h i s  
t i d e w a t e r  p l a n t  a t  a  marked advan tage  ove r  many o t h e r  New 
England p l a n t s  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d .  I t s  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  hoops 
f o r  New Bedford whale o i l  c a s k s ,  r o l l e d  i r o n  f o r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
and g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e s ,  c a s t i n g s  f o r  machinery ,  and n a i l s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o c a l  m a r k e t s .  t h e  c o m ~ a n v ' s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
head of Long I s l a n d  Sound ga;e them r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  New 
York C i t y  and t h e  Hudson V a l l e y  (by 1831  t h e  c h i e f  market  
f o r  t h e  company's n a i l s ) .  The I r o n  Works and t h e  F a l l  R i v e r  
Mfy. e f f e c t i v e l y  ba lanced  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  T r o y - P o c a s s e t  
group,  and r a p i d l y  expanded w i t h  o t h e r  m i l l s .  I n  1832 t h e  
l a r g e s t  m i l l  i n  F a l l  R ive r  was t h e  I r o n  Works -con t ro l l ed  
Annawan M i l l  (1825) , which s u p p l i e d  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  p r i n t  c l o t h  
of t h e  F a l l  R ive r  P r i n t  Works. A y e a r  l a t e r  Borden i n t e r e s t s  
b u i l t  t h e i r  own p l a n t ,  t h e  American P r i n t  Works, which by t h e  
l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  would be  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

By t h e  1850s ,  w i t h  c o n t r o l  o f  r a i l ,  s t eamboa t ,  gasworks ,  
and s e v e r a l  t e x t i l e  m i l l s ,  t h e  I r o n  Works group would emerge 
a s  t h e  dominant i n t e r e s t  i n  F a l l  R i v e r .  Wrote h i s t o r i a n  
Smith:  

The I r o n  Works was c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p -  
ment of  F a l l  R i v e r .  Without  i t ,  a  s m a l l e r  
amount of l o c a l  c a p i t a l  would have been a v a i l a b l e  
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V I I .  

f o r  expans ion ;  w i t h o u t  i t ,  c o n t r o l  ove r  l o c a l  
r e a l  e s t a t e  l e s s  comple te .  The I r o n  Works 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  and d i v e r s i f i e d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  and a i d e d  i n  t h e  development  o f  t h e  
machinery  i n d u s t r y  which became an i m p o r t a n t  
a d j u n c t  t o  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  rpp .38-391 - 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  I n  1803 i n  F a l l  R i v e r ,  t h e r e  were 18 houses ;  
by 1830, t h a t u m b e r  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  30. Given t h e  s m a l l  
number of houses  d a t i n g  from t h e  p e r i o d ,  i t  i s  remarkable  
t h a t  a s  many examples a s  a r e  known have been  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
town. These i n c l u d e  some dozen examples l o c a t e d  i n  S t e e p  
Brook and a long  North Main S t r e e t .  Among t h e s e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
cen te r -ch imney  c o t t a g e s  and houses  and a t  l e a s t  one end-chimney, 
g a b l e - r o o f e d  house on North Main S t r e e t .  Of t h e s e ,  most have 
ve ry  s imple  d e t a i l i n g  w i t h  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  pediments  
o r  s t r a i g h t  e n t a b l a t u r e s ;  more e l a b o r a t e  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  
w i t h  pediments  and s e m i c i r c u l a r  f a n l i g h t s  w i t h  l e a d e d  munt ins  
a r e  u n u s u a l  w i t h  o n l y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  examples o b s e r v e d .  Other  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  on Wilson Road i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  of town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The e a r l i e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
F a l l  R i v e r  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  
of t h e s e  was t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  church ,  founded i n  1781 a s  t h e  
second B a p t i s t  church  of Free town.  A meet inghouse  was n o t  
c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  u n t i l  1828.  The F i r s t  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  was founded i n  1816,  w i t h  a  meet inghouse 
(45 '  x  3 6 ' )  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1823.  The S o c i e t y  of F r i e n d s  
was a l s o  o r g a n i z e d  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  (1812) ;  
t h e i r  mee t inghouse ,  b u i l t  i n  1821,  was t h e  f i r s t  such  b u i l d i n g  
e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  town. The f i r s t  Town House was b u i l t  a t  S t e e p  
Brook i n  1805,  w i t h  a  new Town House b u i l t  i n  1825.  T h i s  was 
l o c a t e d  on North Main S t r e e t  a t  Brightman S t r e e t .  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  - 

Improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  r o a d s  and expans ion  
of i n t e r n a l  s t r e e t  g r i d .  F a l l  R ive r  R a i l r o a d  1845 t o  Myricks 
i n  B e r k l e y ,  where i t  connected  w i t h  t h e  Taunton and New Bedford 
R a i l r o a d s .  R a i l  d e p o t  moved t o  connec t  w i t h  Bay S t a t e  Steamboat 
Dock 1847.  F a l l  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  connected  w i t h  Newport, Rhode 
I s l a n d ,  i n  1863.  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

While t h e r e  was a  h e a l t h y  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  between 
1820 and 1840 ( 6 2 % ) ,  t h e  decades  1840-60 marked t h e  beg inn ing  of 
a  p e r i o d  of  phenomenal growth;  by 1870 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had 
i n c r e a s e d  by 540% over  t h e  1820 t o t a l .  The f o r e i g n  born  
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p o p u l a t i o n  was 38% of t h e  t o t a l  i n  1855. S t .  John t h e  
B a p t i s t  (now S t .  Mary ' s )  1836.  F i r s t  French  Canadian Church 
1869.  Smal l  Black  community on Maple S t r e e t  between Linden 
and Grove d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  B e t h e l  A f r i c a n  Method i s t  
E p i s c o p a l  Church 1868.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  development  was guided  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
by t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  c o t t o n  m i l l s .  High s t y l e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  which were l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r  a t  
t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  p e r i o d  were moved nor thward  a long  
Rock, Purchase  and High S t r e e t s .  The re  was an  eas tward  
movement of some o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  c r e a t i n g  a  s o l i d  
worker neighborhood i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Bedford and P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t s .  Some r e s i d e n t i a l  development  a t  Globe V i l l a g e  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Development of d i s c r e t e  e t h n i c  
neighborhoods b e g i n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  ( A l l  t e x t i l e  
o r i e n t e d . )  Area  e a s t  of North Watuppa Pond remains  r e l a t i v e l y  
i s o l a t e d  and a g r i c u l t u r a l .  

D .  Economic Base:  

By 1845 l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  had deve loped  a  c l o s e l y  k n i t  
f a c t o r y  town, i n  which c o t t o n  manufac tu r ing  was s u p p o r t e d  by 
a  c l o t h  p r i n t i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  a n  i r o n  i n d u s t r y ,  and t h e  beg inn ing  
of t h e  t e x t i l e  machine i n d u s t r y .  

The g r e a t e s t  growth took p l a c e  i n  t h e  I r o n  Works g roup ,  
between 1833,  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  American P r i n t  
Works and t h e  1850s when t h e  f i r m  emerged a s  t h e  dominant 
i n t e r e s t  i n  F a l l  R i v e r - - a  p o s i t i o n  due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  
scope  and v a r i e t y  of  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  made p o s s i b l e  by owner- 
s h i p  o f  b o t h  w a t e r f r o n t  p r o p e r t y  and waterpower ( S m i t h ) .  
I n  1840-44,  t h e  company e r e c t e d  a  new steam-powered p l a n t  on 
t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  f o l l o w e d  i n  1843 by t h e  f i r s t  s team c o t t o n  
m i l l  i n  F a l l  R i v e r ,  t h e  M a s s a s o i t .  The company, under  
Col .  R icha rd  Borden, was a  major  promoter  of t h e  F a l l  R ive r  
R a i l r o a d  (1846) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s teamboat  l i n e s  t o  New York and 
P r o v i d e n c e .  

By 1850,  Quequechan w a t e r  power had been v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
deve loped .  The r e c e n t  improvements by C o r l i s s  i n  s t a t i o n a r y  
s team e n g i n e s  would now make p o s s i b l e  immense s a v i n g s  by 
c o t t o n  m i l l s .  Between 1855 and 1865 t h e  number o f  c o t t o n  
s p i n d l e s  doub led ,  a s  m i l l s  were b u i l t  above t h e  dam on t h e  
Quequechan. 

Un l ike  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  t e x t i l e  c i t i e s  such  a s  
Lowel l ,  t h e  C i v i l  War p e r i o d  d i d  n o t  p rove  a  t e r r i b l e  h a r d s h i p .  
Smith i d e n t i f i e d  two r e a s o n s :  (1) I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of a  s h o r t  
c rop  i n  1861, F a l l  R i v e r  m i l l s  had made l a r g e  c o t t o n  purchases  
p r io r .  t o  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of  t h e  war ,  c a r r y i n g  most m i l l s  th rough 
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1861.  (2) Most F a l l  River  m i l l s  p roduced p r i n t  c l o t h ,  whose 
s a l e  p r i c e  r o s e  a long  w i t h  t h e  s k y r o c k e t i n g  p r i c e  of  raw 
c o t t o n .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  margin  between t h e  c o s t s  of raw 
m a t e r i a l  and f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t - - u p o n  which m i l l  p r o f i t s  were 
based- - remain  t h e  same. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  s e v e r a l  companies were 
s t a r t e d  and m i l l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  war:  t h e  Union 
(1859,  1 8 6 5 ) ,  G r a n i t e  (1863-65) . 

D e s p i t e  t h e  dominance of t e x t i l e - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  were a l s o  deve loped .  For a  t i m e ,  merchants  
f l i r t e d  w i t h  w h a l i n g ;  seven  s h i p s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  1845 
(New B e d f o r d ' s  f l e e t  numbered 242 s h i p s  t h a t  y e a r ) .  Two 
l a r g e  s team f l o u r  m i l l s  were b u i l t  i n  1852, one ( t h e  M a s s a s o i t )  
by t h e  I r o n  Works g roup .  The American Linen  Company, a l s o  
founded i n  1852, became t h e  f i r s t  American a t t e m p t  t o  
manufac tu re  l i n e n  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  

Major advances  were a l s o  made i n  t e x t i l e  machinery .  By 
1855 t h r e e  machine shops  employed 150 men w i t h  an  annua l  
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of  $200,000.  I n  1838 Wil l iam C .  Davol had 
i n t r o d u c e d  from England t h e  s e l f - a c t i n g  s p i n n i n g  mule ,  l a t e r  
j o i n i n g  t h e  t e x t i l e  machine b u i l d i n g  f i r m  which became Marvel ,  
Davol F, Co. J o n a t h a n  L i n c o l n ,  a  mechanic o u t  of David 
W i l k i n s o n l s  Pawtucket  machine shop,  came t o  F a l l  R ive r  i n  
1829,  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  " F a l l  R i v e r  Loom" f o r  t h e  Watuppa Co.,  
1845-46.  L i n c o l n ,  K i l b u r n  F, Co.,  which had i n i t i a l l y  
s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  t h e  new Fourneyron t u r b i n e ,  became a  major 
loom b u i l d e r  by t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a  new loom works i n  1868.  (The F a l l  River  loom became 
such  a  f i x t u r e  i n  l o c a l  m i l l s  t h a t  i t  was s t a n d a r d  equipment 
f o r  t h e  m i l l s  long  a f t e r  improved equipment had been  adopted  
by o t h e r  l o c a l i t i e s . )  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A s i z a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of houses  
b u i l t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  became 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Densely s e t t l e d  ne ighborhoods  
grew up i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of t h e  c i t y ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  newly 
b u i l t  g r a n i t e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  
s teadi ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number of 
s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  a f t e r  1850.  Compara t ive ly  few Greek Rev iva l  
c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  F a l l  R ive r  a l t h o u g h  some of t h e  
e a r l i e s t  worke r s1  hous ing  obse rved  i s  a  group of doub le  
chimney, s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Greek Rev iva l  double  c o t t a g e s  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  Plymouth and Rodman S t r e e t s .  The c o t t a g e  was 
n o t  wide ly  adopted  f o r  w o r k e r s 1  hous ing ,  however. The most 
common w o r k e r s '  hous ing  forms a r e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  l a t e  Greek 
Rev iva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  t w o - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  two- fami ly  houses  
and s i x - b a y  wide ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  I t a l i a n a t e  two-and-a -ha l f  
s t o r y  doub le  houses ,  numbers of which were b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  
c i t y  i n  t h e  1850s and th rough  t h e  1860s .  S i d e h a l l  p l a n  Greek 
Rev iva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses  a r e  a l s o  f a i r l y  
common. Most of  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ' s  worke r s1  and 
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m o d e s t - s i z e d  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  hous ing  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  c i t y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Taunton R ive r  a long  North 
Main S t r e e t  and t h e  Quequechan R i v e r  a long  Rodman S t r e e t .  
There  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few s t y l i s h  houses  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  
of t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h e  number of e l a b o r a t e  and s t y l i s h  
houses  b u i l t  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  and many w e l l  
d e t a i l e d  I t a l i a n a t e  and High V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s  of 
t h e  l a t e  1850s and 1860s a r e  p r e s e r v e d .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  
f o u r - s q u a r e  p l a n ,  end chimney houses  w i t h  low h i p  r o o f s  w i t h  
b e l v e d e r e s ;  a  few houses  were b u i l t  of g r a n i t e .  More r a r e  
a r e  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s  w i t h  a symmet r i ca l  p l a n s  and towers .  
Al though t h e y  a r e  n o t  numerous, t h e r e  a r e  a  few i m p o r t a n t  
Greek R e v i v a l  houses  i n  F a l l  R i v e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t  l e a s t  one 
example (Carr -Osborn  House, 1842) by R u s s e l l  Warren. T h i s  
i s  an end chimney, d o u b l e  p i l e  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an  o c t a g o n a l  
cupo la  and monumental C o r i n t h i a n  p o r t i c o ;  most o t h e r  Greek 
R e v i v a l  houses  a r e s i m i l i a r  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e  end-chimney 
p l a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  some do n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e  a  p o r t i c o  and o t h e r s  
f e a t u r e  t h e  s m a l l  f r i e z e  windows common i n  c o a s t a l  B r i s t o l  
County. Only one t e m p l e - f r o n t  Greek R e v i v a l  house i s  known 
(Coughl in  House, c .  1845) ;  t h i s  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
a  monumental I o n i c  p o r t i c o  and f l a n k i n g  o n e - s t o r y  dependenc ies .  
Most of t h e  e l i t e  houses  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  
t o p  of t h e  r i d g e  above North Main S t r e e t ,  f o l l o w i n g  an  a x i s  
a long High S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A g r e a t  many churches  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  (1842) ,  
S t .  Paul  ' s  Method i s t  E p i s c o p a l  (1851) , Bray ton  Method i s t  
E p i s c o p a l  (1856) ,  North Method i s t  E p i s c o p a l  (1859) ,  Church of 
t h e  Ascens ion  ( E p i s c o p a l ,  1 8 3 6 ) ,  North C h r i s t i a n  (1842) ,  Church 
of t h e  New J e r u s a l e m  (Swedenborgian,  1 8 5 4 ) ,  Un i t ed  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
(1846) ,  and S a i n t  John  t h e  B a p t i s t  ( C a t h o l i c ,  l a t e r  S a i n t  
Mary ' s ,  1836) .  The p r e s e n c e  of  P r e s b y t e r i a n  and Swedenborgian 
churches  a s  w e l l  a s  an  e a r l y  E p i s c o p a l  p a r i s h  and a  ve ry  e a r l y  
C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h  a r e  n o t a b l e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  F a l l  R i v e r ' s  
i n c r e a s i n g  d i v e r s i t y .  Of t h e  c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
on ly  t h e  North C h r i s t i a n  ( o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  Greek Rev iva l  
w i t h  pedimented f a c a d e  and s q u a r e  b e l f r y ;  1 8 5 4 ) ,  F i r s t  U n i t a r i a n  
( o r i g i n a l l y  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ;  o u t s t a n d i n g  e a r l y  Go th ic  
R e v i v a l ,  t w o - s t o r y  frame w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  s q u a r e  e n t r a n c e  tower 
w i t h  p i n n a c l e s ,  p a i r e d  l a n c e t  windows w i t h  l a b e l s ;  b u i l t  1835,  
remodel led  and moved c .  1860;  cou ld  be work of Solomon K .  Ea ton  
of M a t t a p o i s e t t  o r  of I s a i a h  R o g e r s ) ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  ( t w o - s t o r y ,  
b r i c k  ( s a n d b l a s t e d )  Go th ic  Reviva l  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  s q u a r e  
e n t r a n c e  t o w e r ;  J o s i a h  Brown, 1 8 5 0 ) ,  and S a i n t  Mary 's  ( two-and-  
a - h a l f  s t o r y  g r a n i t e  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  b a s i l i c a n  p l a n  w i t h  s i d e  
a i s l e s ,  o f f s e t  s q u a r e  tower w i t h  s p i r e ;  1852-56,  P a t r i c k  C .  
Keeley) churches  have s u r v i v e d .  The o n l y  o t h e r  known s u r v i v i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  Morgan S t r e e t  
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School  (1868) ,  a  t w o - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  r e d  b r i c k  Second Empire 
s t r u c t u r e ,  and Engine Company # 3 ,  an  1843 Greek Rev iva l  f i r e  
s t a t i o n .  An i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  which does  n o t  
s u r v i v e  was t h e  Town H a l l  of  1845-6 ,  a  two-and-a -ha l f  s t o r y  
b r i c k  Greek Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e ,  remodel led  w i t h  a  prominent  
tower and cupo la  i n  1872 and demolished i n  t h e  20th  c e n t u r y .  

Commercial: The e a r l i e s t  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  of n o t e  
were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  p r i m a r i l y  
a long Bedford S t r e e t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of North Main and New 
Boston S t r e e t s .  The e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  Mount 
Hope b l o c k  ( c .  1845) ,  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  Fede ra l /Greek  Rev iva l  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  f o r e s h o r t e n e d  f o u r t h  s t o r y ;  a  few o t h e r  m u l t i -  
s t o r i e d  b r i c k  commercial  b l o c k s  a r e  a l s o  known t o  s u r v i v e  on 
South  Main S t r e e t .  The most  o u t s t a n d i n g  commercial  b u i l d i n g  
t o  s u r v i v e  i s  t h e  F a l l  River  S a v i n g s  Bank, a  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  
t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  Romanesque Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  i n  1867. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Al though many m i l l s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  few s u r v i v e :  t h e  e a r l i e s t  m i l l s  were 
o f t e n  demolished t o  make way f o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  improvements 
i n  manufac tu re  and p r o d u c t i o n .  Among t h e  p e r i o d  m i l l s  s u r v i v -  
i n g  a r e  t h e  Metacomet (1847) ,  a  s i x - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  a  low g a b l e  r o o f ,  t h e  Union (1859, J o s i a h  Brown), a  f i v e -  
s t o r y  g r a n i t e  Romanesque R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s t a i r  tower 
w i t h  round-a rched  o p e n i n g s ,  t h e  Durfee  M i i l s  (1866) and t h e  
Davol M i l l s  (1868) .  

IX. - LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Improvement of e x i s t i n g  r o a d s  and c o n t i n u e d  expans ion  of 
i n t e r n a l  s t r e e t  g r i d .  Globe S t r e e t  Railway i n  o p e r a t i o n  1880,  
F a l l  River/New Bedford R a i l r o a d  Watuppa l i n e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  1875. 
S l a d e s  F e r r y  Br idge  became r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  i n  1875.  Dartmouth 
and Westpor t  S t r e e t  Railway and F a l l  R ive r  S t r e e t  Railway 
opened i n  1895. L ines  opened t o  Newport 1898 and t o  P rov idence  
i n  1901. F a l l  River/New Bedford R a i l r o a d  r a n  on b r i d g e s  over  
Quequechan Rive r  m i l l  ponds .  

B . P o p u l a t i o n :  --- 

P o p u l a t i o n  growth  c o n t i n u e d  unaba ted  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
w i t h  a  366% i n c r e a s e  from 1870 t o  1915.  The b u l k  of t h i s  
growth o c c u r r e d  between 1870 and 1900. F o r e i g n  b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  t o  49% o f  t h e  t o t a l  by 1885.  While t h e  f o r e i g n  
born  t o t a l s  i n c r e a s e d  by 79% i n  1915,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h i s  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  t o t a l  dropped t o  4 0 % .  I n  1885 t h e  
f o r e i g n  born  p o p u l a t i o n  was l a r g e l y  composed of i n d i v i d u a l s  
from t h e  Uni ted  Kingdom ( b o t h  Canadian French  and t h e  B r i t i s h  
I s l e s ) .  By 1915 t h e r e  was a  l a r g e  P o r t u g e s e  p o p u l a t i o n .  F i r s t  
P o r t u g e s e  Church 1891,  s m a l l  synagogue on Sou th  Main i n  1891.  
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S e t t l e m e n t :  

E x t e n s i v e  development  i n  a l l  s e c t o r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
High s t y l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  ex tended  nor thward  a long  
Highland S t r e e t .  E x t e n s i v e  worker hous ing  s o u t h  of t h e  r i v e r  
and E a s t  of S t a f f o r d  S t r e e t .  O the r  developments  n o r t h  a t  Oak 
Grove Cemetery and n o r t h  of  t h e  r i v e r  a t  F l i n t  V i l l a g e .  
E x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development  a t  F l i n t  V i l l a g e .  I n d u s t r i a l  
development a t  M e c h a n i c s v i l l e .  W a t e r f r o n t  i n d u s t r i a l  deve lop-  
ment between Bay S t r e e t  and t h e  R i v e r .  Well d e f i n e d  c e n t r a l  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  c i t y  h a l l  a t  Market Square .  

D .  Economic Base:  

The p e r i o d  saw t h e  peak of new m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p e r i o d  of F a l l  R i v e r ' s  g r e a t e s t  p r o s p e r i t y .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  c l e a r  c a u s e s  of  t h e  c i t y ' s  subsequen t  d e c l i n e  
had appea red  by t h e  1890s .  

During 1871-72 t h e  p r i n t  c l o t h  margin  r o s e  above t h e  200 
c e n t s  l e v e l - - a  comfor t ing  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  pre-war  l e v e l ,  which 
i t  was n o t  t o  r e a c h  a g a i n  u n t i l  t h e  wart ime boom of 1917. 
Money, Smith w r o t e ,  was e a s y  and a  s p e c u l a t i v e  f e v e r  f u e l e d  
m i l l  i n v e s t m e n t .  Between Februa ry  1871 and March 1 8 7 2 - - t h e  
" e r a  of new m i l l s w - - 1 5  c o r p o r a t i o n s  were c h a r t e r e d  and 20 new 
m i l l s  b u i l t .  By 1875,  14 ,000  of t h e  c i t y ' s  16 ,000 wage 
e a r n e r s  were employed i n  t h e  c o t t o n  m i l l s .  P r o d u c t i o n  was 
dominated by p r i n t  c l o t h  p r o d u c t i o n ,  90% of t h e  s p i n d l e s  i n  
t h e  c i t y  devo ted  t o  t h i s  p r o d u c t .  The c i t y ' s  f i r s t  f i n e  goods 
m i l l ,  t h e  King P h i l l i p ,  was completed i n  1873.  

I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  American P r i n t i n g  Company, under  t h e  
management of t h e  I r o n  Works g roup ,  had expanded i t s  own 
c a p a c i t y  and a c q u i r e d  t h e  Bay S t a t e  P r i n t  Works. The two 
p l a n t s  t o g e t h e r  c o u l d  p r o c e s s  abou t  1 / 3  of t h e  c i t y ' s  p r i n t  
c l o t h  p r o d u c t i o n .  New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a  were i m p o r t a n t  
o u t l e t s  f o r  e x c e s s  p r i n t  c l o t h  p r o d u c t i o n ,  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  
v i a  t h e  F a l l  R i v e r  l i n e ,  now a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Old Colony R a i l r o a d  
Company. The c i t y ' s  f i n i s h i n g  c a p a c i t y  had been i n c r e a s e d  i n  
1872 by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  F a l l  R ive r  B l e a c h e r y ,  t o  t a k e  
advan tage  of t h e  p u r e  w a t e r  of Sou th  Watuppa Pond. 

The same decade a l s o  saw t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  C i t y  Water 
Works (1872-75) and a  m u n i c i p a l  sewerage system (1874-77) ,  a f t e r  
d e s i g n s  by Ph ineas  B a l l .  

The p e r f e c t i o n  of h i g h - s p e e d  r i n g  s p i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1870s ,  
though q u i c k l y  a c c e p t e d  by sout .hern m i l l s ,  was o n l y  s l o w l y  
adopted  i n  F a l l  R ive r  m i l l s ,  where mule s p i n n i n g  remained i n  
u s e  f o r  f i l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  20th  c e n t u r y .  The u s e  of r i n g  
s p i n n e r s  f o r  warp y a r n s ,  however,  a l lowed  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 
a  l e s s  s k i l l e d  (and more p o l y g l o t )  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  s t r i k e  
prone  E n g l i s h  mule s p i n n e r s .  But i t  was t h e  Nor throp  loom, 
i n t r o d u c e d  by Hopeda le ' s  Draper  Co. i n  1895,  which made 
p o s s i b l e  t h e  r e a l  advance of s o u t h e r n  p r i n t  c l o t h  p r o d u c t i o n  
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over  t h a t  of F a l l  R i v e r ,  where m i l l  owners ,  c o n t e n t  t o  
s p e c u l a t e  i n  c o t t o n  p r i c e s  and s a l e  of  c l o t h ,  were r e l u c t a n t  
t o  i n v e s t  i n  new equipment .  

By 1910,  F a l l  R ive r  m i l l s  had made some e f f o r t s  t o  
d i v e r s i f y  i n t o  f i n e  goods p r o d u c t i o n  ( f o l l o w i n g  New B e d f o r d 1 s  
l e a d ) ,  p a r t i a l l y  s t i m u l a t e d  by i n c r e a s i n g  s o u t h e r n  c o m p e t i t i o n  
i n  c o a r s e  and medium f a b r i c s .  T h i s  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  produced 
F a l l  R i v e r ' s  l a s t  major  p e r i o d  o f  m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  1907-10,  
when e i g h t  new f i n e  goods m i l l s  were b u i l t .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,  however,  p r i n t  c l o t h  margins  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
d e c l i n e ,  and i n v e s t m e n t  i n  new m i l l s  q u i c k l y  came t o  a  h a l t .  

The most  dynamic s i n g l e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
a f t e r  1890 was M . C . D .  Borden, whose seven  I r o n  Works Mil ls ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  1888-95,  c o n t a i n e d  500,000 s p i n d l e s  and 13 ,000 
looms, p roduc ing  s t a n d a r d  p r i n t  c l o t h .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  which had been  on 
t h e  r i s e  s i n c e  t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  
L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  By t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a l m o s t  a l l  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  p r e s e n t l y  s t a n d i n g  i n  F a l l  R ive r  had been 
b u i l t .  Most d r a m a t i c  was t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of  m u l t i p l e -  
f a m i l y  houses  b u i l t ,  a l t h o u g h  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses  were a l s o  
b u i l t  i n  l a r g e  numbers. The a r e a  of  dense  s e t t l e m e n t  expanded 
from t h e  a r e a s  d i r e c t l y  a long  t h e  Taunton  and Quequechan R i v e r s  
s o u t h  t o  t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  b o r d e r  and e a s t  n e a r l y  t o  North 
Watuppa Pond. Among t h e  e a r l i e s t  examples  of  m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  
worke r s '  hous ing  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r e  a  number of t h r e e - s t o r y  
I t a l i a n a t e  t enemen t s ,  most w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  and c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s ;  
e a r l i e r  forms of  w o r k e r s 1  hous ing  commonly accomodated two 
f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  most ,  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  doub le  o r  t h e  two- fami ly  
house .  While t h e  f i r s t  tenement  b l o c k s  i n  F a l l  River  d a t e  from 
t h e  l a t e  1860s ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  most of  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  
examples were c o n s t r u c t e d  between 1870 and 1890.  D e s p i t e  t h i s  
i n n o v a t i o n ,  doub le  houses  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  
1880s ,  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t w o - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  
doub le  of t h e  1860s upda ted  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  a  mansard r o o f ;  
t h e  s i x - b a y  p l a n  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  and t w o - s t o r y  po lygona l  
bays  remained s t a n d a r d .  Numbers of t h e s e  tenements  a r e  l o c a t e d  
e a s t  of North Main S t r e e t  and on lower Plymouth S t r e e t  n e a r  
Kodman S t r e e t .  S m a l l e r  o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  
l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  and Queen Anne s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses  a r e  i n t e r -  
s p e r s e d  i n  t h e s e  same ne ighborhoods .  I n  t h e  1880s and 1890s ,  
l a r g e  a r e a s  of new c o n s t r u c t i o n  began t o  d e v e l o p .  Blocks of 
h i p  r o o f e d  Queen Anne and l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  t h r e e - d e c k e r s  i n t e r -  
s p e r s e d  w i t h  s i n g l e  and two-fami ly  houses  were developed a t  
F l i n t  and Globe V i l l a g e s .  Suburban ne ighborhoods  of  more 
a m b i t i o u s l y  d e t a i l e d  Second Empire and S t i c k  S t y l e  s i n g l e - f  ami ly  
houses were b u i l t  a long  High S t r e e t  between Bedford S t r e e t  and 
P r e s i d e n t  Avenue. By t h e  l a t e  1880s and 1890s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
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w e l l  - d e t a i l e d  Queen Anne and S h i n g l e  S t y l e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  
houses  had ex tended  n o r t h  of P r e s i d e n t  Avenue and e a s t  t o  
Oak Grove Cemetery.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses ,  
l a r g e  numbers of  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  and C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  two- fami ly  houses  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  
of  town. S u b s t a n t i a l  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses  
were b u i l t  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  e l i t e  neighborhood a long  High 
S t r e e t ,  b u t  by t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  number of  such 
e l a b o r a t e  houses  be ing  b u i l t  had dropped c o n s i d e r a b l y  from 
t h e  peak y e a r s  o f  c .  1860-1880.  A ve ry  few apa r tmen t  b l o c k s  
were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  m o s t l y  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
a l t h o u g h  one n o t a b l e  e a r l y  apa r tmen t  complex, F r e n c h ' s  H i l l  
apa r tmen t s  ( c .  1885) on North Main S t r e e t ,  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  
f rame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  low h i p  r o o f ,  was r e c o r d e d .  Also  
n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  g r a n i t e  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  w h i l e  houses  o f  g r a n i t e  l o c a l l y  q u a r r i e d  had 
been b u i l t  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  i n  t h e  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  1890,  g r a n i t e  
came i n t o  wide r  u s e  i n  a  number of s t r u c t u r e s  where i t  had 
n o t  been used  b e f o r e ,  namely, i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  
m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  houses .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A s  t h e  number of r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  s o  too  d i d  t h e  number of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d .  F a l l  R i v e r  r e t a i n s  a  
l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  churches  and munic ipa l  
b u i l d i n g s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  an  o u t s t a n d i n g  group of  f i r e  
s t a t i o n s  by t h e  Bos ton  f i r m  o f  H a r t w e l l  and Swasey d a t i n g  from 
t h e  e a r l y  1870s .  O the r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  n o t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  B r i s t o l  County Cour thouse  (1895-1910,  
Rober t  H .  B l a c k ) ,  a  g r a n i t e  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  Romanesque R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  F a l l  R i v e r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  (1898, Cram, Wentworth 
and Goodhue), a  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  Rena i s sance  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e  F a l l  R ive r  Armory (1895,  Wait  and C u t t e r ) ,  a  c r e n e l l a t e d  
Romanesque R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  mass ive  p r o p o r t i o n s  and t h e  
B . M . C .  Durfee  High School  (1886,  George M .  Clough) , a  l a v i s h l y  
a p p o i n t e d  Rena i s sance  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  complex c r o s s -  
g a b l e d  p l a n .  The f o u r  H a r t w e l l  and Swazey f i r e  s t a t i o n s  a r e  
a l l  b r i c k  and brownstone High V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  b u i l d i n g s  
b u i l t  i n  1873. A g r e a t  many churches  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
F a l l  R i v e r  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  Among t h e s e  a r e  
s e v e r a l  o u t s t a n d i n g  b u i l d i n g s  by no ted  a r c h i t e c t s ;  pe rhaps  
t h e  f i n e s t  of t h e s e  a r e  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church 
( H a r t w e l l  and Swazey, 1 8 7 5 ) ,  a  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  Rusk in ian  Goth ic  
po lychromat i c  b r i c k  and brownstone t w o - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  nave 
p l a n  church  w i t h  s i d e  a i s l e s ,  a n  a r t i c u l a t e d  c r o s s i n g  and 
p r o j e c t i n g  o f f s e t  s p i r e  tower ,  and t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
Church (Shep ley ,  Rutan and C o o l i d g e ,  1911-13) ,  a  ve ry  f i n e  
r o c k - f a c e d  g r a n i t e  a s h l a r  G o t h i c  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e .  The s t r o n g  
h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s  of t h e  narrow a h s l a r  masonry a r e  jux taposed  
a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t e n u a t e d  v e r t i c a l s  of t h e  b u t t r e s s e s  and p r o j e c t -  
i n g  e n t r a n c e  tower t o  c r e a t e  a  d e s i g n  of r emarkab le  r e s t r a i n t  
and power. O the r  c h u r c h e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  Church 
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of t h e  Ascens ion  (Cove1 and Baker ,  1875) , S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  
(1880) and S a i n t  P a t r i c k ' s  (1881- 1 8 8 5 ) ,  b o t h  by P a t r i c k  
C .  Keeley,  and s e v e r a l  churches  by a no ted  l o c a l  d e s i g n e r  
of  C a t h o l i c  church  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  Louis  G .  Destremps 
(Not re  Dame, 1894;  Notre  Dame de  Lourdes ,  1896) .  
P a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h e  synagogue of t h e  congrega-  
t i o n  Adas I s r a e l  ( o r g a n i z e d  18831, a  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  
G o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1889;  i t  i s  p robab ly  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  and c e r t a i n l y  one of t h e  o n l y  synagogues s t a n d i n g  
i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  

Commercial: F a l l  R i v e r ' s  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  
developed i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  a  number of t h r e e  and f o u r  
s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1880s and 
1890s a long North Main S t r e e t  from Bedford t o  P i n e  S t r e e t  
and a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  on Sou th  Main S t r e e t  
s o u t h  o t  Bedford  S t r e e t .  Among t h e  f i n e s t  of t h e s e ,  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  a r e  t h e  Borden Block ( o r  Academy B u i l d i n g ,  
H a r t w e l l  and Swazey, 1 8 7 5 - 6 ) ,  t h e  Durfee  Block (1887) ,  t h e  
F a l l  R ive r  N a t i o n a l  Bank ( c .  1890) and a  f l a t i r o n  p l a n  
b u i l d i n g  on  Plymouth S t r e e t  a t  Second Avenue (1905) . Other  
t h r e e  and f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  were con-  
s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a t  F l i n t  V i l l a g e  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  G r a n i t e  m i l l s  of f o u r ,  f i v e  and s i x  s t o r i e s r  
h e i g h t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  some numbers th rough  t h e  
t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Most o f  t h e s e  f e a t u r e  prominent  
s t a i r  t owers  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s .  B r i c k  
m i l l s  a l s o  began t o  be  b u i l t  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  t h e  Border  
C i t y  M i l l  (1873,  J o s i a h  Brown) i s  a  good example of b r i c k  
m i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  F a l l  R i v e r ;  f i v e  s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  i t  
f e a t u r e s  a  s q u a r e  tower w i t h  a  b e l l c a s t  r o o f .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  J o s i a h  B r o w n , ' a  prominent  l o c a l  d e s i g n e r  of m i l l s  whose 
work extended i n t o  t h e  p e r i o d ,  o t h e r  m i l l  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  Wil l iam T .  Henry and L a f a y e t t e  N i c h o l s .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD 11915 - 19401 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Some expans ion  of i n t e r n a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  d u r i n g  e a r l y  p a r t  
of p e r i o d .  Routes  6  and i 3 8  d e s i g n a t e d  by 1930.  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

The e a r l y  modern p e r i o d  marked F a l l  R i v e r ' s  peak popu la -  
t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  beg inn ing  of  i t s  d e c l i n e ,  f l u c t u a t i o n s  
i n  p o p u l a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  each  f i v e  y e a r  census  p e r i o d .  
F o r e i g n  b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  dropped t o  28% of t h e  t o t a l  i n  1930. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t :  

Cont inued  r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  t o  t h e  
e a r l y  1920s ,  s l a c k e n i n g  by t h e  l a t e  20s a s  t h e  t e x t i l e  
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i n d u s t r y  moved s o u t h .  F i r e  of 1528 d e s t r o y e d  t h e  C e n t r a i  
B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t .  P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  p r e c l u d e d  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

D .  Economic Base:  

By t h e  opening  of t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  
of  s o u t h e r n  c o m p e t i t i o n  was beg inn ing  t o  be  keen ly  f e l t .  
S o u t h e r n  goods ,  produced a t  a  c h e a p e r  r a t e ,  had iowered 
p r i n t  c l o t h  margin  t o  i t s  l o w e s t  r a t e  e v e r  ( 6 0  c e n t s  i n  
1910) .  The o u t b r e a k  o f  Worid War I ,  however,  produced a  
tremendous s u r g e  i n  demand f o r  c o t t o n  c i o t h ,  pos tpon ing  
t h e  c o l l a p s e .  I n  1917,  t h e  p r i n t  c l o t h  margin  cl imbed t o  
i t s  h i g h e s t  r a t e  of 350 c e n t s .  

But t h e  ex t reme d e l i r i u m  of  h i g h  p r o f i t s  and c a p a c i t y  
o u t p u t  were c u t  s h o r t  i n  1920- by t h e  c o l l a p s e  of p r i n t  
c i o t h  p r i c e s .  Between A p r i l  and September ,  c l o t h  p r i c e s  
f e l l  from 17.54  p e r  y a r d  t o  7 4 .  S a l e s  and margins  a l s o  
f e l l .  A f t e r  1922 t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  c l o t h  p r i c e s  was u n i n t e r -  
r u p t e d .  The 1924 d e c i s i o n  of  t h e  I r o n  Works Mills t o  move 
p a r t  of t h e i r  p l a n t  t o  Tennessee  marked t h e  beg inn ing  of 
a  1 5 - y e a r  d e c l i n e  i n  which 73 m i l l s  and t h r e e  f o u r t h s  of  
t h e  c i t y  c a p a c i t y  was l i q u i d a t e d .  NRA r e l i e f ,  1932-34,  
b rough t  o n l y  a  temporary r e s p i t e  from t h i s  d e c l i n e .  

I n t o  many of  t h e  empty m i l l s  moved t h e  garment  i n d u s t r y ,  
a t t r a c t e d  from New 2-ork by t h e  o f f e r  of  cheap l a b o r  and 
o f t e n  f r e e  f a c t o r y  s p a c e .  By 1940 n e a r l y  a  f i f t h  of t h e  
c i t y ' s  work f o r c e  were employed i n  garment  shops .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  slowed i n  t h e  
~ a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  s t e a d y  pace  th rough  
t h e  1920s .  Areas  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of P r e s i d e n t  Avenue 
ex tend ing  n o r t h  t o  Mount P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  and e a s t  t o  North 
Watuppa Road. Most o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  a r e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and C r a f t s -  
man houses  w i t h  some bungalows i n t e r s p e r s e d .  M u l t i p l e -  
f a m i l y  houses  ( b o t h  two- fami ly  and t h r e e - d e c k e r )  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  be b u i l t  i n  t h e  neighborhoods t o  t h e  s o u t h  and e a s t  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  I n  most  i n s t a n c e s ,  
t h e s e  a r e  s i m p l e  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  o r  Craf t sman s t r u c t u r e s .  
Wi th in  t h e s e  ne ighborhoods  and a t  t h e  edges of t h e s e  
ne ighborhoods ,  s imple  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  c o t t a g e s  and bungalows 
were b u i l t  i n  s m a l l  numbers. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The amount of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
d r o p p e d f f  i n  t h e  E a r i y  Modern p e r i o d  and t h e  f o c u s  s h i f t e d  
from e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
Among t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  Doran 
School  ( 1 9 2 6 ) ,  t h e  F a l l  R ive r  T e c h n i c a l  High School  (1929) ,  
t h e  F a l l  R ive r  School  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  ( c .  1915) 
and a  number of o t h e r  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  town f o r  which 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  a r e  n o t  known. Most of t h e s e  a r e  
r e s t r a i n e d  Rena i s sance  o r  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of 
masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n  t w o - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  
w i t h  f l a t  r o o f s .  O the r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  Y . M . C . A .  ( c .  1 9 2 0 ) ,  a  y e l l o w  b r i c k  
Rena i s sance  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  U.S. P o s t  O f f i c e  
and Custom House ( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  n e o c l a s s i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e .  

Commercial: Commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  
s t e a d y  pace  th rough  t h e  1920s a t  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  w i t h  
t h r e e  and f o u r  s t o r y  masonry and s t e e l  c o n s t r u c t e d  s t o r e s  
w i t h  Rena i s sance  and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e t a i l i n g  b u i l t  
a long  North and Sou th  Main S t r e e t .  Among t h e  b e s t  of 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Burke Block ( c .  1 9 2 8 ) ,  a  Rena i s sance  Rev iva l  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  t e r r a c o t t a  t r i m ,  t h e  Union 
Sav ings  Bank (1928) , t h e  Moore B u i l d i n g  ( c .  1920) , a  
ye l low b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  Chicago windows and p r e s s e d  
m e t a l  t r i m ,  and t h e  C i t i z e n s  S a v i n g s  Bank (1928) ,  a  f o u r -  
s t o r y  Rena i s sance  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  f a c e d  w i t h  a s h l a r  
l imes  t o n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  i a r g e  commercial  
b u i i d i n g s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  a  few s m a l l e r  
o n e - s t o r y  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  North 
Main S t r e e t ,  Plymouth S t r e e t ,  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  and a t  
neighborhood c o r n e r  l o c a t i o n s .  These a r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
few i n  number, w i t h  most  commercial  s t o r e f r o n t s  b e i n g  
frame b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  1890s and t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  
What does  s u r v i v e  w e l l  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  a r e  g a s  s t a t i o n s  of 
t h e  1920s ;  a t  l e a s t  two i n t a c t  o n e - s t o r y ,  h i p  roof  
masonry d r i v e - t h r o u g h  gas  s t a t i o n s  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  shed  
r o o f s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  pumps were obse rved .  One of t h e s e  
s t a n d s  a t  P l e a s a n t  and Quarry  S t r e e t s  i n  F l i n t  V i l l a g e  
and t h e  o t h e r  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  a t  
Plymouth and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s .  Also  obse rved  i n  t h e  c i t y  
was an i n t a c t  p o r c e l a i n  enamel ,  g l a s s  b l o c k  and s t a i n l e s s  
s t e e l  s t o r e f r o n t  of t h e  1940s ( ? )  i n  peach  and s e a g r e e n  
w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  neon s i g n ;  t h i s  i s  f o r  t h e  Mark You 
Ch inese  r e s t a u r a n t  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  i n  F l i n t  V i l i a g e .  

Survey  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  F a l l  R i v e r ' s  s u r v e y  i s  thorough 
i n  scope  b u t  c o n t a i n s  ve ry  l i t t l e  h i s t o r i c a l  documenta t ion ;  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  worr isome i s  t h e  l a c k  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
a r c h i t e c t s  o f  major  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s t r u c t u r e s .  While 
many i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  have s u b s e q u e n t l y  been  i d e n t i i e d  
a s  t o  a r c h i t e c t ,  a l m o s t  no r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t s  have been 
i d e n t i f i e d .  D e s p i t e  i n t e n s i v e  u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p a r t  of town, 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  l i n e a r  v i l l a g e s  a r e  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  
on Nor th  Main S t r e e t  a t  S t e e p  Brook and a long  Wilson Road. 
A s  has  r e c e n t l y  been demons t ra t ed  by t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h e  Borden M i l l  by f i r e ,  a r s o n  and decay pose  a  s e r i o u s  
t h r e a t  t o  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  and vacan t  t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  
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