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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1985 COMMUNITY : Fa1 mouth  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Falmouth is  located in the southwestern portion of the Cape Cod 
peninsula. I t  i s  bounded i n  the north by Bourne and Sandwich, in 
the east by Mashpee, i n  the south by the Vineyard Sound and in t h  
west by Buzzard's Bay or Falmouth Moraine and the Mashpee Outwash 
Plain. The Buzzard's Bay Moraine i s  located in the western 
portion of town extending from the Elizabeth Islands northerly 
along the shores of Buzzard's Bay t o  the Sandwich area. 
Landscapes are h i l l y  in these areas with elevations commonly 
ranging from 100 t o  200 feet.. The remaining areas of town t o  the 
south and east are characterized through the Mashpee Outwash 
Plain , a re1 ati vely 1 eve1 area w i t h  el evati ons averaging 
approximately 50 feet. 

Soils in the town of Falmouth are characterized by light sandy 
loams w i t h  gravelly or clayey loams i n  some 1 imi ted areas. Soils 
are rockier in the hilly moraine areas. Agriculturally, while 
soils are thin, they are said t o  be better soils t h a n  in the more 
eastern portions of Barnstabl e County. Hi1 l y  moraine areas have 
traditionally been i gnored agriculturally in favor of the more 
fert i le level areas near the coast. 

Forests in Falmouth are again divided by the moraine and outwash 
plain areas. Hilly moraine areas are characterized chiefly by oak 
while forested areas between the Falmouth and Sandwich are pitch 
pine and oak. 

Drainage in Falmouth i s  characterized by a t  least 40 ponds and 
1 akes and numerous coastal /tidal ponds, rivers, and estuaries. 
Some of the larger ponds in interior areas are characterized by 
Coonamessett, Long and Jenkins ponds. Most drainage in the town 
extends north/south in the area of the outwash plain. Otherwise, 
drainage i s  to the west from the moraine t o  Buzzard's Bay. Along 
Buzzard's Bay, several small tidal harbors are present with tidal 
marshes, creeks and rivers. These areas include Megansett Harbor, 
Wild Harbor, Wild Harbor River, Herring Brook, West Falmouth 
Harbor incl uding Snug Harbor, Great and Li t t le  Si ppewi sset Marsh, 
Great Sippewisset Creek, and Quisset Harbor. Woods Hole i s  
present a t  the extreme southwestern portion of town and contains 
the best harbor in Falmouth; Great Harbor foll owed by Little 
Harbor to the east. 

The formation of beach areas along the southern Falmouth coast 
bordering Vineyard Sound has created several salt ponds and harbor 
areas. Harbors include Falmouth Harbor and Falmouth Inner 
Harbor. Some of the larger salt  ponds include Great Pond, Green 
Pond, Bourne's Pond, Eel Pond, and Waquoi t Bay. Creeks and rivers 
in these areas include Coonamessett River, Seapi t River, Chi1 ds 
River, Quashnet River, and Red Brook. 
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I I. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Falmouth was incorporated as  a town i n  1686, from Succonesset 
plantation purchases from natives of 1661 and 1685. The eastern 
boundary w i t h  Mashpee was confirmed i n  1735. Mashpee lands on 
Waquoi t Bay were annexed i n  1841. Northern boundary w i  t h  Sandwich 
( l a t e r  Bourne and Sandwich) were confirmed i n  1880. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Falmouth i s  a resor t  community and commercial center a t  the 
southwest extreme of Cape Cod, w i t h  extensive Buzzards Bay and 
Vineyard Sound coasts. Coastal and pond-side native s i t e s  a re  
h i  ghly probable, a1 though locations a re  undocumented. F i r s t  
permanent European s e t t l  ement occurred ca. 1661 i n  southeast 
between S a l t  and Siders Ponds, w i t h  f i r s t  meetinghouse s i t e  
established ca. 1681. F i r s t  mill was located ca. 1700 on 
Coonamessett River a t  East Falmouth. Early 18th century Quaker 
focus developed a t  West Falmouth. Local prosperity came w i t h  l a t e  
18th and early 19th century f ishing,  sal tmaking, shi pbuil ding, and 
whal i ng. Linear v i l l  age developed a t  Fa1 mouth Center. Scale and 
fabric of extended west coast development along North Shore Road 
i n  West Fa1 mouth and North Fa1 mouth survives. Secondary harbor 
v i  11 age devel oped a t  Woods Hol e , w i  t h  m i  d-19th century guano 
industry. Continuous development of high-income r e so r t  economy 
followed ra i l  connections to Woods Hole i n  1872, w i t h  ear ly  
planned resor t  communi ty a t  Falmouth Heights. Government and 
private marine research fac i l  i t i e s  were subsequently establ ished 
a t  Woods Hole. Late 19th century i n t e r i o r  agricul tura l  economy 
was reoriented to cranberry production and market gardening, 
a t t rac t ing  a Portuguese farming community. 

W i t h  20th century population growth, Fa1 mou t h  Village expanded 
w i t h  new c iv i c  center and as regional commercial focus. Coastal 
resor t  development has continued t o  the present, w i  t h  most of the  
19th and ear ly  20th century e s t a t e  and cottage d i s t r i c t s  and 
several hotels  surviving in tact .  More recent w i  despread 
conversion t o  year-round residence has been accompanied by 
extensive ongoing i n t e r i o r  suburban devel opment , threatening rural 
s i t e s  and immigrant farmsteads. Auto oriented s t r i p  development 
threatens a l l  surviving resources eas t  of Falmouth Village on 
Route 28 and Sandwich Road, w i t h  a major shopping mall 
concentration established a t  Teaticket. Intensive development of 
Falmouth Center has l e f t  only scat tered e a r l i e r  elements, w i t h  
notable 19th century cl uster  a t  common area. Ins t i tu t ional  
expansion a t  Woods Hole has removed much 19th century fabric.  
Extensive i n t e r i o r  cranberry 1 andscapes remain i n  use. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1 500-1 620) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Native routes foll  owed the  general trend of the  coasts. The 
Buzzard's Bay north-sou t h  t r a i l  fo l l  owed Shore Road-Pal mer Avenue, 
w i t h  a southern extension on Woods Hole Road. The east-west 
Vineyard Sound t r a i l  followed Main S t ree t  past Waquoi t Bay. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Falmouth



I n t e r i o r  t r a i l s  branched no r th  toward the Shawme Lake focus on 
Sandwich Road, and nor theast  toward t h e  Mattachase area on Old 
Barnstabl e Road. 

B. Popul a t i  on 

Since Europeans had no t  s e t t l e d  t h e  Falmouth area dur ing  the  
period, permanent European populat ions were nonexistent. 
Transient t raders,  fishermen, and expl o rers  may have exi  s ted  
p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  b u t  no t  f o r  any length  o f  time. Regarding the 
n a t i v e  populat ion, 1 i ttl e in format ion  e x i s t s  on which a concrete 
est imate o f  na t ive  populat ion can be made. Scattered in format ion  
e x i s t s  t h a t  na t ives  were present, b u t  where they 1 i v e d  and i n  what 
numbers remains a mystery. 

C. Settlement Pat te rn  

European sett lements d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Falmouth dur ing  t h i s  
period. However, some contact  between nat ives and Europeans i n  
t h e  Falmouth area undoubtedly took place as European explorers and 
fishermen frequented the area long before  settlement. I n  
add i t ion ,  contact  probably ex i s ted  between Falmouth Ind ian and 
Dutch and l a t e r  English, who traded from the Aptuxcet Post area i n  
present-day Bourne no r th  o f  Falmouth on Buzzard's Bay. 

Natives had s e t t l e d  the Falmouth area f o r  some time p r i o r  t o  
European con tac t .  Whil e speci f i  c Late Wood1 and per iod  s i  tes  are 
no t  known, a r t i f a c t  l i s t i n g s  w i t h  general areal provenience 
e x h i b i t  a s i t e  1 oca t i  onal preference f o r  coastal  areas, 
p a r t i  cu l  a r l y  a1 ong Vineyard Sound. However, t h i s  preference coul d 
simply be the  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  underreport ing o f  s i t e s  ra the r  than 
actual  s i t e  preferences. The Waquoi t Bay area i s  a documented 
focus o f  sett lement through surface a r t i f a c t  c o l l  ect ions. 

No evidence e x i s t s  a t  present t o  i d e n t i f y  speci f i c  Contact per iod  
v i l l a g e s  i n  Falmouth. However, i t  seems probable t h a t  they 
ex i s ted  ; the problem i s  p inpo in t i ng  exact  1 oca ti ons. For example , 
Jenkins (1 889:5) discusses a po ten t ia l  Falmouth v i l l  age s i t e  a1 ong 
Buzzard's Bay. He notes, "The New England Memorial mentions the 
missionary tours  o f  Rev. M r .  Cotton o f  Plymouth Colony t o  a small 
t r i b e  o f  Indians (about 50) on Buzzard's Bay, b u t  whether t h i s  
t r i b e  was l i v i n g  on the  west s ide o r  east s ide o f  t he  Bay cannot 
now be determined" (Jenkins 1889:5). Jenkins a lso  notes, 
"considerabl e Indian v i l l  ages" i n  the  Cataumet and Chappaquoi t 
areas ( Ib id .  ) . However, 1 i ttl e documentation i s  provided f o r  
these 1 ocat i  ons. 

Native place names f o r  Falmouth loca les  a1 so provide clues t o  the 
ex tent  which they e i t h e r  inhab i ted  and/or used the Fa1 mouth area. 
For example, f o r  the  f i r s t  26 years o f  i t s  sett lement, Falmouth 
was known as Succanesset o r  by o ther  va r ian ts  of the  na t i ve  
spe l l  i ng, such as Sachonesi t, Succonesi t, Sugknoes , Suconesset, 
Suckinesset and Saconessett . Other 1 ocal es whi ch may have been 
v i l l a g e  loca t ions  included Tateket, between the  p r i n c i p a l  v i l l a g e  
and East Fa1 mouth; Wauquoi t o r  Waquoi t, i n  the  southeastern 
po r t i on  o f  t h e  township; Cataumet o r  Cataumet, i n  the  area o f  
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North Fa1 mouth  Harbor lying partly in Bourne; Chappaquoi t between 
West and North Falmouth, also reported t o  be the location of a 
native burial place (Freeman 1869: 417; Jenkins 1889: 5) ;  Quisset, 
between Falmouth town and Woods Hole; Ashimui t or Ashumet, along 
the Mashpee border; Nobsque, in the Woods Hole area; Si pperwisset, 
in the Hog Island area, and Waquoit in the area of Waquoit Bay. 
Ponds and rivers a1 so bear native place names in the Fa1 mouth 
area. For example, the Coonamessett River drains into Great Pond 
from Coonamessett Pond. Also, the Quashnet River drains into 
Waquoi t Bay from Johns Pond i n  Mashpee. 

Thus, while the only known or reported native artifacts and s i te  
1 ocations in Falmouth area from coastal areas, place names 
corrorborate this trend, b u t  a1 so provide insights into internal 
areas as well, such as ponds and rivers. Accordingly, we might 
assume t h a t  Contact period native settlement of the Fa1 mouth area 
follows other regional trends of preferences for coastal areas 
such as tidal rivers, estuaries and ponds. I n l a n d  s i te  areas may 
be indicated by Indian place names for ponds and rivers. Coastal 
areas are most often near extensive shel 1 fish beds and in areas of 
anadromous fish runs. Inland pond and riverine areas represented 
by native place names are usually the sites of anadromous fish 
runs as well. 

D. Subsistence Pattern 

Since European settlements were not  present in the Falmouth area 
during this period, European subsistence probably fo l l  owed t h a t  of 
the native inhabitants i n  the area. While some food was 
undoubtedly carried with early expl orers, traders, and fishermen, 
the b u l k  of their subsistence was probably secured through 
h u n t i n g ,  fishing, the gathering of wild plants and shellfish and 
trade, steal ing, or the purchase of agricul tural products (corn, 
beans, etc. ) from the local natives. 

Native subsistence during the Contact period in the Falmouth area 
was probably similar t o  t h a t  practiced in other Cape areas. The 
combined use of wild and domesticated food resources formed the 
basis of the subsistence system. I t  i s  unknown a t  present exactly 
when agricul ture or, more specifically, horticul ture, was 
introduced t o  the natives in the Cape Code area. However, by the 
Contact period sufficient quantities of corn, beans, and squash 
were being purchased for storage and a t  times for sale or trade t o  
English settlers. Shell fishing, fishing and hunting were also 
important subsistence pursuits. In  Fa1 mouth,  virtually all of  the 
existing native place names and suspected village areas are near 
extensive shellfish beds and areas of anadromous fish runs. In 
Falmouth, along the Vineyard Sound, the numerous sal t  ponds 
contain m i  xed shel 1 fish beds of quahuag (Mercenaria mercenaria) , 
oyster (Crassostrea vir inica) , bay scall op (Argopectin + irradiens) , and soft-she ed clam (Mya - arcenaria). In addi tion, 
a t  least four coastal streams along the Vineyard Sound contain 
runs of a1 ewives. The Buzzard's ~ a y  area of Falmouth i s  also rich 
i n  shel 1 fish resources. In  particul ar , the West Fa1 m o u t h  Harbor 
and Megansett Harbor areas are important with the latter area the 
richer in species diversity of the two locations. Alewife runs 
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and similar shellfish species as in the Vineyard Sound areas are 
present. 

In addition t o  a1 ewives, other species of fish are a1 so available 
in the Falmouth area, both in fresh and salt  water. In fresh 
water areas (streams and ponds), trout and bass would have been 
avail abl e. In  sal t water areas such as ti dal ponds, Buzzard's 
Bay, the Vineyard Sound and possibly offshore areas near Martha's 
Vineyard woul d have provi ded the avail abil i ty of numerous species 
of fish. A t  various times of the year sea bass, striped bass, 
tautoag,  bluefish, flounder, eel, haddock, plus other species 
woul d have been present. In the Sound and off  Martha's Vineyard 
pelagic species such as swordfish and shales woul d a1 so have been 
present. 

The wetlands and forested areas of Falmouth provided numerous 
species of mammals for hunting. Wolves were present as well as 
deer, muskrat, raccoon, rabbit and other furbearers. 

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Main native trail s continued in use, and were improved by early 
European settl ers as over1 and routes t o  Plymouth, Barnstabl e and 
Sandwi ch. 

B. Population 

Again, 1 i t t l e  information is present regarding the locations and 
extent of native populations in Falmouth during this period. 
However, the possibility remains t h a t  by this time, major villages 
may not have been present. Geoffrey (1 930: 13) notes t h a t  the 
natives t h a t  were found by white settlers around Suckinesset were 
members of the Praying Wampanoags in the Mashpee area. How 
reliable this information i s  remains unknown a t  this time. 
However, should this information prove correct, i t  may indicate 
native settl ement was not  concentrated in the Falmouth area. 
Falmouth may have been a peripheral area t o  greater population 
concentrations in the Mashpee area. 

The Falmouth area was n o t  settled until late in the Plantation 
period. Thus, permanent European popul ations were nonexistent for 
most of this time period. Jenkins (1889: 28) notes t h a t  14 men 
settled on a small neck of land during the f i r s t  settlement of 
Falmouth (ca. 1660). Assuming those men as "heads of families" 
and further assuming five persons per family, we might expect a 
European population of  70 individuals in Falmouth a t  the end of 
the Plantation period. European settl ement continual l y  occurred 
a t  a slow rate after the 1660 initial settlement. However, these 
statistics are unknown a t  this time. In addition, Quakers were 
reported t o  begin settling Falmouth i n  ca. 1666, shortly after the 
original Congregational i s t  settl ers. Li t t l  e i s  known regarding 
the early Quaker settl ement numbers. 
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C. Se t t l ement  Pa t t e rn  

The Falmouth a r ea  was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  by Europeans a s  the p l an t a t i on  
of Sachonesi t i n  about 1660. The Falmouth s e t t l emen t  kept  t h a t  
mane un t i l  i t s  incorpora t ion  i n  1686. Trad i t ion  states t h a t  the 
f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  a r r i v e d  by boat from Barnstable  landing i n  the a rea  
around S i d e r ' s  and S a l t  ponds ( Jenkins  1889: 11 1. From this locus 
s e t t l emen t  spread o u t  along the coas t .  The f i r s t  settlers o f  
Falmouth were Congregational ists. However, evidence a1 s o  e x i s t s  
i n d i c a t i n g  the Quakers a l s o  settled ea r ly .  Jenkins  (1889: 30-31 ) 
notes  t h a t  the Quakers  s e t t l e d  Falmouth s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  the f i r s t  
settl  ers and peacefu l ly  coexis ted  w i  t h  the Congrega t iona l i s t s .  

Documented information regarding na t i  ve popul a t i  ons i n  the 
Falmouth a rea  changed 1 i t t l e  from the Contact t o  P l an t a t i on  
per iods .  However, some evidence e x i s t s  i n d i c a t i n g  there may have 
been no major v i l l a g e s  i n  the Falmouth a rea  a t  the time of  
se t t l ement .  Jenkins  (1889: 13) no tes  t h a t  the na t ives  found by 
the white settlers around Suckinesse t  were members o f  the Praying 
Wampanoags i n  the Mashpee a r ea .  However, where the na t ives  l i v e d ,  
what they were doing i n  Falmouth, o r  how r e l i a b l e  J enk ins '  
information is remains uncer ta in .  

E. Economic Base 

L i  ttl e evidence e x i s t s  de sc r ib ing  s p e c i f i c  European and n a t i v e  
economic a c t i v i t i e s  during this period. However, evidence a t  hand 
i n d i c a t e s  agr icu l  t u r e  and husbandry were p rac t i ced  from the time 
of i n i t i a l  European se t t l ement .  C a t t l e  and sheep were imported a s  
well a s  corn a g r i c u l t u r e .  Since animals were p re sen t  e a r l y ,  s a l t  
marsh bay was probably exp lo i t ed  e a r l y  a s  we1 1.  Both Europeans 
and na t ives  s t i l l  hunted and f i shed  throughout the a r e a ,  
p a r t i  cul a r l y  during the e a r l y  settl  ement per iod.  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1 675-1 775) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Es tab l i shed  roadways continued t o  be improved. The rou te  from 
Barnstable  t o  "Sechoneset" was made the King's Highway i n  1686 
(01 d Barnstabl e Road-Main S t r e e t ) .  

B. Population 

Falmouth's European popul a t i o n  grew considerably dur ing  the 
Colonial per iod over the previous P lan ta t ion  period. This  r a t e  o f  
i nc rease  co inc ides  w i t h  the inc reases  i n  s e t t l emen t  a r e a s  i n  
Fa1 mouth during this period. While some s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
confl  i c t i  ng, by 1764-75 population is repor ted  a t  around 1,000 
ind iv idua l s ;  1,255 inhab i t an t s  i n  1764, inc lud ing  62 n a t i v e s  
(Coll e c t i o n s  of Massachusetts H i s to r i ca l  soc ie ty-1  802 : 128) and 
1,063 ind iv idua l s  i n  1765 (Massachusetts S t a t e  Census). In 1776, 
1,355 ind iv idua l s  a r e  repor ted ,  f o l l  owed by 1,637 ind iv idua l s  i n  
1790 and 1,882 ind iv idua l s  i n  1800. Thus, Fa1 mouth's population 
was slowly but  s t e a d i l y  r i s i n g ,  a t r end  t h a t  would begin t o  change 
by 1840. Quakers continued t o  sett le in  the Falmouth area during 
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the Colonial period. However, their numbers were not  recorded i n  
o f f i c i a l  censuses and i t  i s  unknown whether o r  not  their numbers 
a r e  included i n  the censuses  repor ted  o r  i f  they were add i t i ona l  
i nd iv idua l s .  

C. S e t t l  ement Pa t t e rn  

After se t t l emen t  i n  about  1660, the p l an t a t i on  of Sachonesi t was 
incorporated a s  the t o m  of  Falmouth i n  1686. During the Colonial 
per iod,  s e t t l emen t  expanded a long  the c o a s t  from the Vi l l age  of 
Falmouth. In 1677 the lands a t  Woods Hole and L i t t l e  Harbor were 
" l a i d  o u t "  and s e t t l e d .  Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  l ands  a t  Hog Is land  
and West Falmouth were a l s o  1 a i d  out .  Lands i n  the extreme 
northern port ion of town began t o  be settled i n  1688. However, 
general s e t t l emen t  d id  no t  occur i n  these a reas  un t i l  ca.  
1710-12. In 1685, permission was granted t o  buy land  from the 
na t ives  and l a y  o u t  l o t s  i n  the eas t e rn  port ion o f  the township. 
Some se t t l emen t  there occurred between 1685 and 1689. Jenkins  
(1889: 47)  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  "Following the land record t o  about 1720 
we f ind  the township gene ra l l y  run out ."  

Both Congregational ists and Quakers continued t o  s e t t l e  t o g e t h e r  
peacefu l ly .  By 1703 a town house e x i s t e d  f o r  t r a n s a c t i n g  pub1 i c  
business  a s  records e x i s t  f o r  i t s  r e p a i r ,  though i t  is  unknown 
exac t ly  where i t  s tood and what i t  looked 1 ike. By 1716 the 
p r o p r i e t o r s  ' records i n d i c a t e  a meetinghouse l o t  and t r a i n i n g  
f i e 1  d were l a i d  o u t  i n  connection w i t h  a burying ya rd  l o t .  
However, i t  was no t  u n t i l  1749 t h a t  the ac tua l  meetinghouse green 
was l a i d  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of what was l a t e r  the F i r s t  Congregational 
Church i n  Fa1 mou t h  Vil lage.  Quaker meetings were e s t a b l  ished i n  
West Falmouth i n  about 1685. The records  of the Fr iends '  monthly 
meetings a t  Sandwich i n d i c a t e  t h a t  while meetings f o r  worship had 
e x i s t e d  f o r  some time, i t  was no t  u n t i l  1709 t h a t  a meeting f o r  
the d i s c i  pl i n e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Fa1 mouth. The Quaker Meeting 
House was b u i l t  on the Pocasse t  Road no t  f a r  from Chappaquoit o r  
Hog Is land  Harbor i n  West Falmouth. 

While we know n a t i v e s  were s t i l l  p re sen t  i n  the Falmouth a r ea  
during the Colonial per iod ,  1 i t t l  e is a c t u a l l y  known regard ing  
t h e i r  l i v e s  in  Falmouth a t  this time. As Captain Church re turned  
t o  Plymouth from the Great Swamp f i e l d ,  he noted na t ives  f i s h i n g  
from the rocks a t  Woods Hole (Geoffrey 1930: 14) .  La te r ,  we know 
from the 1764 census t h a t  a t  l e a s t  62 na t ives  were l i v i n g  i n  the 
Falmouth a r ea  (Co l l ec t i ons  of the Massachusetts H i s to r i ca l  Society 
1802: 129).  

D. Economic Base 

Falmouth's economic base expanded considerably dur ing  this 
period. As European se t t l emen t s  expanded, a g r i c u l t u r e  a l s o  grew. 
Main crops were now Indian corn ,  rye ,  o a t s ,  and some wheat and 
bar ley.  Onions and o t h e r  vege tab les  were a1 s o  now grown. Sheep, 
c a t t l e ,  and swine were a1 s o  s t i l l  important a s  a t t e s t e d  t o  by the 
importance o f  Engl ish hay and s a l t  marsh hay. Engl ish hay i n  
Falmouth was s a i d  t o  be more important  than i n  o t h e r  a r ea s  of 
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Barnstabl e County. Sal t marsh hay was a1 so important, a1 though 
not as extensive as tha t  i n  the Sandwich area. 

Grist mills were also developed during the Colonial period. 
P h i l i p  Dexter had a water-powered g r i s t  mill on Five-Mile Creek or 
the Coonamessett River as early as 1719. In addition, i n  1767 the 
town voted to  provide funds for Benjamin Gifford to  erect a dam 
and g r i s t  mill on the Green River. However, no evidence exis ts  a t  
present indicating th i s  l a t t e r  mill was actually b u i l t .  

Maritime related industries also developed during the Colonial 
period. Shipbuilding i s  said to  have been one of the ea r l i e s t  
occupations of the f i r s t  s e t t l  ers. Small coasting vessels were 
used for fishing and for trading: often lumber to the southern 
s ta tes  and Bahamas. Most of these smaller vessels were locally 
owned and buil t. Unfortunately, l i t t l e  documentation exis ts  
regarding their  manufacture during this  period. One of the f i r s t  
records we have dealing w i t h  Falmouth shipping i s  from 1802 when 
about 60 vessels were owned by the inhabitants of Fa1 mouth 
(Coll ections of the Massachusetts Historical Society Vol . VI I1 
1902: 1 2 8 m ) .  - Th e vessels were said to have averaged 
approximately 55 tons each. Six were reported as fishing vessels: 
two going to the s t r a i t s  of Belle I s le  w i t h  four fishing the 
shoals. The remaining 54 vessels were coasters w i t h  30 carrying 
lumber and sail  to the southern s ta tes  and West Indies. T h u s ,  a t  
l ea s t  i n  1802 and undoubtedly back to  the Colonial period 
shi ppi  ng, parti cul arly comerce was important to  Fa1 mouth. 
Fishing was apparently of secondary importance. 

Shellfishing and fishing, while important i n  terms of subsistence 
during ea r l i e r  periods, began to gain economic importance during 
the Colonial period. Various types of shell fish were exploited by 
offshore fishermen. Oysters were harvested to  the point that  due 
to depleted stocks, once extensive oyster beds i n  Oyster Pond had 
to be regulated by 1773. Herring continued to be harvested i n  
coastal streams, w i t h  a mackerel fishery beginning i n  coastal 
waters. Some fishing schooners made the journey to banks b u t  most 
fished the shoals south of the Cape. 

Falmouth a1 so became a ferry point for travel to the islands. By 
1729 a ferry between Woods Hole and the Vineyard existed. 

E. Architecture 

Residential : Compared to  other Cape towns, Falmouth contains a 
proportionally h i  gh number of 2 1/2-story structures. Inter ior  
chimney, double pi1 e,a nd gab1 e roof i n  form, they employ 
symmetrical end gable outlines; examples survive i n  the well known 
five-bay variation (ca. 51, as we1 1 as the regionally important 
four-bay (ca. 3) and three-bay (ca. 5)  variations. Some of the 
town's f i  ve-bay, center-entry, doubl e in te r ior  chimney forms may 
date to this  period. Less than 10 1 1/2-story, inter ior  chimney, 
double pi1 e,  gable roof examples a re  dated to  th is  period, most of 
which are five-bay, center entry forms. 
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Institutional : The town's f i r s t  meetinghouse was constructed ca. 
1687 or ca. 1708, of unknown appearance; this may be the town 
house referenced i n  Jenkins 1889, for ca. 1700. A second i n  171 5 
was to be 34 x 30 feet  x 18 feet  i n  stud height w i t h  "as f l a t  a 
roof as convenient (Jenkins 1889: 65-66). The third house of 1739 
or 1749 was to be 45 fee t  square w i t h  doors on three sides. The 
Friends i n  West Falmouth bu i l t  houses of unknown appearance i n  
1 720 and again i n  1775. 

VI I. FEDERAL PERIOD (1 775-1 830) 

A. Transportation Routes 

The Colonial period highways continued i n  use, and road 
improvement effor ts  increased a f t e r  ca. 1810, including local 
inter ior  connectors to the East End meetinghouse. Outside 
observers considered the Sandwich Road a good highway i n  the early 
18th century, while the Woods Hole Road was described as of poor 
qua1 i ty .  Falmouth Village Wharf was located south of the vil lage 
a t  the end of Shore Road. Woods Hole harbor assumed greater 
significance during the period, as d i d  the she1 tered Buzzard's Bay 
harbors a t  Quisset,  West Fa1 mouth, Wild Harbor, and Megansett. 
Shi pbuil ding became an important coastal industry. 

B . Popul a t i  on 

Between 1776 and 1830, Falmouth' s popul ation nearly doubl ed, 
r ising from 1355 t o  2548. Most of this growth took place i n  the 
period prior to  1810. Between 1800 and 1810 growth averaged over 
3 persons per year ["ppy"]. The two subsequent decades showed 
rates of 13.3 ppy (1810-20) and 17.8 ppy (1820-30). In 1790, 
Indians and blacks numbered 38 -- fourth highest number i n  the 
study u n i t  a f t e r  Mashpee, Barnstable, and Sandwich. 

The s ize and population of the town warranted a second 
meetinghouse i n  the east  a f t e r  1795; i t  became an independent 
church in 1821. The Quakers continued to meet i n  West Falmouth. 
Methodists visited the town i n  1807, and i n  1809 a society was 
formed jointly w i t h  Sandwich. A grammar school was kept i n  the 
town a f t e r  1779. Masons were active in the town from 1798. That 
same year the town operated a poorhouse. The Falmouth Artil lery 
Company was formed i n  1807. Jenkins (1889) claims the town was 
Re pub1 i can. 

C. Settl ement Pattern 

Development continued to be scattered along the main north-south 
and east-west coast highways i n  the western and southern parts of 
town. Falmouth Village remained the main commercial center, and a 
1 inear residential concentration developed along Main Street. A 
new meeti nghouse was b u i l  t i n  1796 on the square a t  the west end 
of the vil lage, and a Masonic Hall /academy was located nearby in 
1800. A Methodist church was b u i l t  here i n  1811. Perpendicular 
to Main Street,  Shore Street  led to the town's wharf to the 
south. In the town's northern inter ior ,  a secondary meetinghouse 
center was established south of Coonamessett Pond w i t h  the 
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b u i l d i n g  o f  the East End Church i n  1797. A t  Woods Hole i n  the  
southwest, a ham1 e t  developed a f t e r  ca. 1800 w i t h  increased use o f  
the harbor. I n  the  west, r e s i  dent ia l  devel opment extended a1 ong 
North Shore road, w i t h  a focus a t  the  Friends meetinghouse i n  West 
Falmouth, and a c l u s t e r  o f  houses a t  North Falmouth. 

Economic Base 

I n  1802, Falmouth contained e i g h t  m i l l s ,  one o f  which was a 
f u l l i n g  m i l l .  Most were windmi l ls .  Indian corn, rye, oats, and 
small quanti t i e s  o f  wheat and bar1 ey were consumed 1 ocal ly, as 
we l l  as sent t o  neighboring towns and t o  the i s 1  ands. More Engl i s h  
hay was c u t  i n  Falmouth than i n  any o ther  township i n  the  county. 
Sal t marshes, compared to those o f  Barnstabl e and Sandwich, were 
n o t  extensive, though nevertheless y i e l d e d  500 tons o f  hay. Sheep 
r a i s i n g  was the "centra l  theme o f  a g r i c u l t u r e "  from the 
beginning. By 1831 , Falmouth was the  lead ing sheep-raising town 
i n  the county, w i t h  2974 animals. Much o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  was i n  
West Falmouth, which had t h e  greatest  amount o f  na tura l  
pasture1 and. 

The town's c h i e f  indust ry ,  however, was mari t ime: the  inhab i tan ts  
owned about 60 vessels -- s i x  o f  which were f i s h i n g  vessels; the  
r e s t  were coasters. The 54 coasters outnumbered the  r e s t  o f  t he  
study u n i t ' s  f l e e t  a1 together. Ha l f  o f  the coasters -- 30 -- were 
i n  the business o f  c a r r y i n g  lumber, s a i l i n g  t o  the  southern states 
and to the West Indies. At t h a t  time, Falmouth vessels went south 
i n  the ea r l y  Fa1 1 , c a r r y i n g  1 umber and as passengers, young 
carpenters and mechanics who found ready employment i n  the 
Carolinas and Georgia dur ing  t h e  winter ,  wh i l e  the  vessels picked 
up charters f r i e g h t i n g  cotton, molasses, r i c e ,  and sugar on the 
sea is lands and t h e  coast. I n  t h e  spring, they returned w i t h  t h e i r  
cargoes to the north, b r i ng ing  the  Cape men i n  time f o r  work on 
t h e  farms o r  a t  f i s h i n g  (Wayman). ( E l i  Whitney's conf ronta t ion  
w i th  the  needs o f  the co t ton  p lan ta t ions  was born out  o f  j u s t  such 
a southern venture. ) As l a t e  as 1832, housewrights and shoemakers 
were reported spending e i g h t  months o f  every year i n  the  south. 
(This a c t i v i t y  appears to be unique t o  Falmouth i n  the  study 
un i t .  ) Typical o f  the  1 umber merchants, and l a t e r  the town's most 
successful merchant, whaler, and shipbui lder ,  was E l  i jah S w i f t  
(1 774-1 852). 

O f  a1 1 the  Barnstable County towns, on ly  Falmouth and Provincetown 
engaged i n  the  whaling indust ry  t o  any extent.  O f  the two, 
Falmouth was the  e a r l i e s t  t o  engage i n  of f -shore whaling, poss ib ly  
because Woods Hole was the p r inc ipa l  embarcation p o r t  f o r  
Nantucket. I t s  own o f f -shore  i ndus t ry  dates to the  successful 
re tu rn  o f  the  b r i g  Sarah Her r ick  from the South A t l a n t i c  i n  1822. 
However, S w i f t  w i  t h n h  Her r ick  a f t e r  i t s  re turn ,  and 
f o r  most o f  the r e s t  o f  the d e c a d e , s  h i s  350-ton sh ip  
Pocohontas ( b u i l  t by S w i f t  i n  Wareham i n  1821 ) t h a t  was the c h i e f  
whal ing vessel from Woods Hole, and the f i r s t  Fa1 mouth vessel t o  
reach the  P a c i f i c  whal ing grounds. (The Pocohontas made f i v e  
Paci f i c  whal ing voyages before being so ld  i n  1838 t o  Thomas 
Brad1 ey o f  Holmes Hole, where i t  became the  most successful o f  
t h a t  p o r t ' s  whal ers. ) The f i r s t  Fa1 mouth-buil t whalers were 
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S w i f t ' s  ships Uncas (1828) and the Awashonks (1830), f o l l ow ing  the  
Pocohontas i nt- P a c i f i c  whale f i shery .  

Fa1 mouth ' s  sal Works, 1 i n i n g  both Buzzards Bay and Vineyard Sound, 
were a1 so extensive. The business had begun about 1770, b u t  so la r  
evaporation was only been int roduced i n  1802. By 1832, 52 works 
produced over 46,000 bushels, t h e  t h i r d  h ighest  product ion i n  the 
county. S w i f t ' s  10,000 f e e t  -- much the l a r g e s t  i n  the town -- 
were among t h e  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  works i n  the  county and 
state.  

Falmouth's Federal -per iod prosper i ty  brought i n  the  f i r s t  bank on 
the  Cape, the Fa1 mouth Bank o f  1821 , whi ch numbered among i t s  
shareholders, E l i  j ah  Swi f t .  

E. Arch i tec ture  

Resident ia l :  Dur ing t h e  e a r l y  years o f  t he  period, 2 1/2-story, 
i n t e r i o r  chimney houses remained popular i n  the town; near ly  equal 
numbers were constructed i n  three-  , four -  , and f ive-bay 
va r ia t i ons  w i t h  gable roo fs  (ca. 5 each) ; small numbers were 
constructed w i t h  h i p  roo fs  (ca. 4). Increasing numbers were 
constructed w i  t h  double i n t e r i o r  chimneys behind f ive-bay , center  
e n t r y  facades; t h e  ca. 8 examples inc lude some o f  t he  town's most 
ambi ti ous houses, 1 oca ted around the common; small e r  numbers were 
b u i l  t empl oy i  ng e x t e r i o r  wal l  chimneys. The Capt. Warren Bourne 
house i s  an outstanding example o f  the former, the S i l a s  Bourne 
House o f  t h e  l a t t e r ;  both have two-story, pedimented porches a t  
t h e i r  e n t r y  bays, and s t y l i s h  h i p  roofs. Single-story porches are 
common d e t a i l s  on the  l a rge  houses i n  t h i s  area. The l a r g e s t  
number o f  su rv i v ing  houses, however, are smaller, 1 1/2-story 
houses, i n t e r i o r  chimney, double p i le ,a nd gable roofed i n  form; 
most (ca. 1 1 ) are f i v e  bays across the facade, w i  t h  center  
chimney, b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers were constructed o f  th ree bays 
and four  bays (ca. 8 each); one double i n t e r i o r  chimney vers ion o f  
t h i s  form a1 so survives. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : With the  d i v i s i o n  o f  t he  par ish  i n t o  two areas 
(remaining a s ing le  church), a meetinghouse was constructed i n  
1797 i n  the east; t h i s  large,  near ly  square s t r u c t u r e  i s  two 
s t o r i e s  i n  height,  was o r i g i n a l l y  constructed w i th  a porch ent ry ;  
i n  1842 t o  was turned gable end t o  the  s t ree t ,  i t s  porch removed, 
and i t s  low steeple added i n  compliance w i th  a bequest. The 
center church was r e b u i l t  on t h e  town common i n  1798 o f  unknown 
appearance due to changes i n  1858 (see be1 ow). I n  1811 the  
Methodists b u i l  t a house o f  unknown appearance, moved i n  1829 and 
replaced i n  1848. The Masons b u i l t  a lodge i n  1800 w i t h  
c l  assrooms, o f  unknown appearance. 

Commercial : The Peter  Yost Tavern surv ives as the A r t  Associat ion 
bu i ld ing ;  i t  i s  a 2 1/2-story, gable roof s t ruc ture ,  double p i l e  
i n  depth, wide five-bay, center-entry facade. 
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V I I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1870) 

A. Transportat ion Routes 

The ea r l y  19th century roadways continued i n  use, as d i d  1 ocal 
harbor f a c i l  i t ies .  Woods Hole continued t o  increase i n  importance 
as a deep-water harbor. 

B. Populat ion 

A1 though Falmouth didn 't reach i t s  peak populat ion o f  2621 u n t i l  
1850, i t s  growth a f t e r  1830 was very s l i g h t ,  advancing by on ly  
th ree o r  fou r  persons per year. A f t e r  1850, t h e  number o f  
res idents  began t o  decline, l o s i n g  173 i n  the  C i v i l  War years. 

Falmouth had 21 b lacks i n  1855 -- more than anywhere e lse  i n  the 
county, though the number was exceeded i n  Edgartown and 
Nantucket. A decade l a t e r ,  however, t h e  number had f a l l e n  t o  7 
and Falmouth's rank i n  the county t o  t h i r d .  I n  the  same period, 
Falmouth's foreign-born populat ion -- less  than 1% -- was the  
smal lest  o f  any town i n  the county and near ly  fou r  po in ts  be1 ow 
the county average. 

W i  t h  increasing population, t h e  e x i s t i n g  denominations increased 
t h e i r  soc ie t i es  t o  serve emerging v i l l ages .  The 
Congregational ists added a t h i r d  church a t  North Falmouth i n  1832, 
and a t  Waquoit i n  1848; the Methodists added a second church i n  
West Falmouth i n  1857, and a t  East Falmouth p r i o r  t o  1859. An 
Episcopal church o f  the Messsiah was organized i n  Woods Hole i n  
1852. A t  mid-century, t he  number o f  school d i s t r i c t s  peaked a t  
19; the number was reduced i n  1866, and the d i s t r i c t  system 
abol ished i n  1867. Lawrence Academy was founded i n  1833. With 
a n t i  -Masonic fee l  i ng running h i  gh, the Lodge d i  sbanded dur ing  the  
1830s, l a t e r  recons t i t u ted  i n  1856. Odd F e l l  ows used the  lodge 
dur ing m i  d-century . The temperance movement was a c t i v e  here from 
1 830. 

C. Settlement Pat te rn  

As whal ing,  shipbui ld ing,  and sal tmaking cont inued as important 
economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  l o c a l  coastal  v i  11 ages and hamlets developed 
both on Buzzard's Bay and Vineyard Sound. Expansion o f  Falmouth 
V i l l age  continued i n t o  the 1850s, as the center remained the  
pr imary l o c a l  commercial focus. New const ruc t ion  extended no r th  
and south on Palmer Avenue on the  west, and south on Shore 
Street.  A town house was b u i l t  i n  1840. The Methodist church was 
replaced i n  1848, and the  Congregational church was replaced i n  
1857. A new r u r a l  cemetery (Oak Grove) was establ ished northwest 
o f  the v i l l a g e  i n  1850. The f i r s t  summer estates i n  the  v i l l a g e  
were b u i l t  by t h e  Beebe fami ly  i n  the  1850s. 

To the  east, a small whal ing v i l l a g e  developed a t  the  head o f  
Davis Neck. North o f  t h i s ,  a t  East Falmouth, a l i n e a r  sett lement 
extended along Main Street ,  most ly east o f  the  Coonamessett River, 
w i t h  an 1859 Methodist church. Fur ther  east, another v i l l a g e  
developed a t  Waquoit, most ly nor theast  and east o f  Bourne Pond. A 
Congregational church was b u i l  t here i n  1848. 
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To the southwest o f  Falmouth Vi l lage,  Woods Hole grew w i t h  t he  
increased importance o f  t he  harbor f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a small v i l l a g e  
developed around L i t t l e  Harbor. As i n  Falmouth, the f i r s t  summer 
estates were b u i l t  i n  the  1850s here by the  Fay fami ly .  I n  1853, 
a Pro tes tant  Episcopal church was erected. Development i n  Woods 
Hole was f u r t h e r  s t imulated toward t h e  end o f  t h e  per iod  by the  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t he  P a c i f i c  Guano Company works a t  Penzance Po in t  
a f t e r  1859. North o f  Woods Hole on Buzzard's Bay, a small hamlet 
devel oped a t  Qu i  sset Harbor. Fur ther  nor th,  growth con ti nued a t  
North Falmouth and West Falmouth along t h e  North Shore Road. 
North Falmouth Congregational Church was b u i l t  i n  1833, and l i n e a r  
development extended no r th  toward Megansett. The t h i r d  Friends 
meetinghouse was erected a t  West Falmouth i n  1841, and a Methodist 
church was constructed here i n  1857. Shore Road development 
i n t e n s i  f ied ,  w i  t h  some growth northwest toward the harbor. 

L i t t l e  i n t e r i o r  development took place, w i t h  the  only 
concentrat ion around Coonamessett Pond. A small c l  us ter  developed 
no r th  o f  t h e  pond, and t h e  East End meetinghouse became the focus 
o f  a small crossroads set t lement  a t  Sandwich Road/Hatchvil le Road. 

D. Economic Base 

For many years the  product ion o f  wool had been a s tap le  product o f  
Falmouth farms. The t a r i f f  o f  1828, as i t  was i n i t i a l l y  sought by 
t h e  Mass. woolen manufacturers seeking p ro tec t i on  from fore ign  
goods, brought a dramatic increase i n  the number o f  woolen m i l  1s 
erected, as the  new demand f o r  American-produced woolens, made the  
wool en i ndus t ry  a 1 u c r a t i v e  prospect. Two woolen m i  11 s, the  
Lewi s v i l l  e Wool en M f  'y and t h e  P a c i f i c  Wool en M f  'y, were both 
begun i n  t h i s  period. Among the organizers o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  Woolen 
m i l l  were Alexander Clark o f  Nantucket and Baker & Goddard o f  New 
Bedford. El i sha Parker (1814-1893) o f  South Yarmouth opened a 
s t o r e  i n  South Yarmouth i n  1836. It was Parker who purchased the  
wool from the surrounding country, t ak ing  i t  t o  East Fa1 mouth t o  
be made i n t o  c l o t h  and yarn. This m i l l  and Parker suppl i e d  stores 
on the  Cape w i th  what became the noted "Falmouth jeans and 
kerseys" (Deyo: 486, 498). I t s  kerseys were popular w i t h  
whal emen. By 1845, the two wool en m i l l s  produced $25,000 worth o f  
sa t ine ts ,  f lannels,  and yarn -- t h e  sing1 e l a r g e s t  manufacturing 
i ndus t ry  a t  t h i s  time. It employed 14 men and 17 women. 

Falmouth remained t h e  lead ing sheep-raising town throughout the  
period, b u t  by 1865, w i t h  a t h i r d  o f  the county t o t a l ,  the number 
i n  Falmouth was down t o  l e s s  than a quar ter  the  f i g u r e  a t  the  
s t a r t  o f  the period. I n  par t ,  t h i s  has been blamed on an 1854 
town ordinance excluding animals from the roads, thus c u t t i n g  down 
t h e i r  ranging (Wayman: 144). 

Falmouth was a l so  the  l a r g e s t  producer o f  cordwood i n  t h i s  period. 
Over 5,000 cords were harvested i n  1855, nea r l y  40% o f  the e n t i r e  
county product ion. It was c h i e f l y  shipped t o  Nantucket and other  
towns 1 ess wooded. Fa1 mouth a g r i  cu l  t u r a l  product ion was a1 so one 
o f  t he  h ighest  i n  the  county, w i t h  product ion f i gu res  ranging 2-3 
times the county average. 
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The highest employment, however, was s t i l l  reserved for the 
maritime industries. In i t s  peak year, 1837, 250 men were employed 
on nine whaling vessels. In the early '30s, Falmouth continued 
shipbuil ding w i t h  the whalers Barthol omew Gosnol d (1 832, for  Ward 
M. Parker), the William Penn (r832, for  Stephen dillingham, b u i l t  
a t  Hog Island, West kalmouth), and Elijah Swift 's  own Hobomok 
(18321, a t  412 tons, the 1 argest vessel t o  come out o f m t h  
yards. Few large vessels seem to have been b u i l t  a f t e r  that.  
Between 1838 and 1943, s ix  of Falmouth's ten whaling vessels were 
sold, though both the Awashonks and Hobomok remained i n  service 
through the 1850s. Both were sold i n e d f o r d  i n  1860. 
Falmouth's l a s t  whal e r  was 01 iver Swift 's  Commodore Morris, which 
made f ive  Pacific voyages between 1841 and i t s  sale to  New Bedford 
i n  1864. hong the survivals of the whaling business today, the 
most prominent evidence i s  the stone sperm candle factory, b u i l t  
by that  patriarch of the business, Elijah Swift. 

The most successful industrial undertaking in Fa1 mou t h ' s  history 
was the Pacific Guano Company, organized i n  1859 by New York and 
Boston shipping capital i s t s .  The company produced f e r t i l  izer  from 
Chilean n i t ra tes ,  Sil ician sul phur, German potash, and Pacific 
guano, blended w i t h  oil from locally caught menhadden. Works were 
erected i n  Woods Hole about 1863, through the influence of Dennis 
cap i t a l i s t  Prince Sears Crowel 1 (181 3-1881 1, who became the 
plant 's  agent. In 1867, they began the manufacture of sul phuric 
acid (Deyo: 555, 699). 

Another local , though short-1 ived industry, was the ambitiously 
named United States Glass Company, incorporated i n  1849. Stephen 
D i  11 i ngham (1 799-1 871 ) , the Fa1 mouth merchant who ran coastal 
sloops and the whaling ship William Penn, was connected w i t h  the 
firm, which bui l t  a plant near the wharf' a t  the foot of Shore 
Street. Deyo described i t  as a plant of "considerable importance, 
costing $25,000 or more, w i t h  steam engine and proper fixtures" 
(Deyo: 660). Dill ingham la t e r  converted the works to the 
manufacture of oil cloth and moved some of i t s  buil dings to  West 
Fa1 mou t h .  

E. Architecture 

Residential: Gable roofed, 1 112-story houses remained the most 
popular general form during this  period. Interior chimney, double 
pi le  examples persis t  i n  the early years, primarily i n  three- and 
four-bay facade types; s t u d  height was extended to accommodate 
more a t t i c  space and cornice ornament, b u t  consistent w i t h  the 
regional pattern, few (two inventoried) provide small windows or 
g r i l l s  under the facade eaves. The vast majority received Greek 
Revival ornament, b u t  a handful of examples survive with facade 
gab1 es and other Gothic detail i ng. Even more widespread i n  the 
town, however, was the adoption of the three-bay, gable front 
form. Story-and-a-half types are  the single most common surviving 
house type here, as i n  so many of the region's towns; over 25 are 
inventoried, a t  l eas t  ten of which have e l l s .  Most a re  ornamented 
i n  the familiar pi laster  and entablature, wide cornice board 
el ements of Greek Revival ; exceptional detail ings incl ude recessed 
facade or side porches w i t h  Ionic columns. Larger examples 
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include houses of four bays (ca. 31, w i t h  ful l  L-plans (ca. 2 ) ;  2 
112-story, three-bay forms (ca. 101, and 2 112-story, four-bay 
forms. Later i n  the period, these gable front forms received 
Italianate ornament, including porches, roundheaded windows, and 
brackets, and predominantly in the larger forms. Small numbers of 
large, elaborate houses were constructed i n  the 2 112-story, 
center entry, gabl e roof form, incl uding an elaborate three-bay 
Greek Revival A1 bert  Nye house, w i t h  porch and cupola, and several 
Ital i ana t e  houses w i  t h  bracketed corni ces , porches, cup01 as ,  
including one i n  brick, one w i t h  a center tower. Mansard roofed 
houses are exceptionally rare here. 

Insti  tutional : A th i rd  Congregational society was formed i n  North 
Falmouth i n  1832, constructing i ts  meetinghouse the same year; i t  
i s  a gable front sing1 e-story structure w i t h  center entry, 
three-staged tower w i  t h  octagonal dome, facade pi1 asters ,  and 
lancet entry and windowheads. A fourth society i n  Waquoit 
organized and b u i l t  a similar b u t  smaller structure i n  1848, 
substi tuting a spire  and paired entry. The F i r s t  
Congregational i s t s  remodeled the i r  house i n  1858 i n  the Ital ianate 
mode w i t h  a bracketed cornice, quoins, and roundheaded windows. 
The center Methodists b u i l t  the i r  second house i n  1848; i t  is  a 
gabl e front structure w i t h  paired entr ies ,  facade pi  1 as te rs ,  and 
wide cornice board, square tower wi t h  pinnacles, and squareheaded 
openings. A second society formed i n  West Falmouth constructed a 
house af te r  1857; i t  i s  a gable front structure w i t h  a low pitched 
roof, square tower w i t h  similarly low pitched roof of segmental 
eaves, paired entr ies ,  and roundheads on al l  openings. The house 
of the East Falmouth Society was constructed the next year; t h i s  
gable front structure has a square tower and spire,  paired 
ent r ies ,  and squareheaded openings. The Friends buil t their  third 
house i n  1841, a wide gable front structure w i t h  paired entr ies  
and squareheaded openings. 

The Lawrence Academy of 1836 (now the Legion Hal 1 i s  a 2 
112-story gable front structure of three bays w i t h  center entry 
behind a colossal Ionic portico, b u t  i t  was apparently originally 
a four-bay facade w i t h  a pair of side entr ies;  a similar structure 
was bu i l t  as a school i n  1857 w i t h  a Corinthian portico. Most 
d i s t r i c t  schools were, apparently, simp1 er structures w i  t h  gabl e 
front, ornament a t  cornice and entry, and end be1 fry,  of one or 
two stories.  A town hall of unknown appearance was constructed i n  
1 840. 

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. Transportation Routes 

The Woods Hole Branch Railroad opened service i n  1872, from 
Buzzard's Bay Village along Falmouth's west coast, through North 
Falmouth, West Falmouth, and Falmouth Vil lage, and terminus a t  
Woods Hole Harbor. In 1886, a wharf was b u i l  t a t  Fa1 mouth Heights 
by the New Bedford, Martha's Vineyard, and Nantucket Steamboat 
Company. 
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Populat ion 

Between 1870 and 1915, Falmouth grew by 75.1% -- t h e  h ighest  
growth r a t e  o f  any town i n  the study un i t .  Most o f  t h i s  growth 
occurred e r r a t i c a l l y  i n  two d i s t i n c t  f i  ve-year periods: 1895-1900 
and 1910-15. Between 1875 and 1895, the growth r a t e  va r ied  
between 9 and 42 persons per year. I n  the  succeeding f i v e  years 
t h i s  r a t e  jumped t o  169 ppy. I n  the decade 1900-1910, the  
populat ion f e l l  almost as dramat ical ly .  I n  the  per iod 's  l a s t  f i v e  
years, i t  rose again by 154 ppy t o  a h igh o f  3917. 

The l a r g e s t  component o f  t h i s  growth appears t o  be the  new 
Portuguese community. From 81 i n  1895 ( ranking fou r th  i n  the  
county) i t  rose t o  283 i n  1905 (rank 21, t o  658 i n  1915 (rank 2 i n  
the study u n i t  a f t e r  Provi  ncetown) . 
The growth i n  the  town's nonresident and seasonal populat ion was 
even more spectacular. Both the  e l  i t e  and the middle c lass were 
a t t r a c t e d  t o  the  scenic qua1 i ti es of t h e  Fa1 mouth shores. Whi 1 e 
the Falmouth Heights area became the focus o f  middle-class r e s o r t  
seekers, t h e  wealthy b u i l t  summer homes, l e d  by the  Beebe fami ly  
a t  Falmouth Center and the Fay fam i l y  a t  Woods Hole. Soon the 
nonresident e l i t e  occupied much o f  t h e  Buzzards Bay shore, and t h e  
estate d i s t r i c t  on Penzance P o i n t  was known as Bankers' Row. 

I n  1875, fore ign-born res idents made up on ly  4% o f  the  town's 
population. The I r i s h  made up 60% o f  the town's immigrants, and 
most probably found employment a t  the  P a c i f i c  Guano Works a t  Woods 
Hole. By 1905, the propor t ion  of f o r e i  gn-born had grown t o  18%, 
greater  than the  study u n i t  average o f  14%. The dominant group by 
t h i s  t ime was the  Portuguese West Islanders, who made up 48% o f  
the  i m m i  g rant  popul a t i  on. The I r i s h  propor t ion  dropped t o  12%. 
The remaining foreign-born populat ion was remarkably diverse, and 
t h e  presence o f  more than a dozen n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  smaller numbers 
must have l e n t  a cosmopolitan a i r  t o  the town. Employment 
oppor tun i t ies  f o r  males near ly  doubled between 1875 and 1905. I n  
1875, employment i n  manufacturing stood a t  41%, second only t o  
Sandwich i n  the region. Ag r i cu l tu re  employed 27% o f  the  male 
workforce. The percentage o f  laborers  grew t o  15%. I n  add i t ion ,  
12% o f  t h e  male workers were government employees, a r e f 1  ec t ion  o f  
the importance o f  the  U. S. F isher ies  Commission a t  Woods Hole. 

Populat ion growth and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  l e d  t o  the  formation o f  new 
re1 i gious societ ies.  Weal t h y  summer res idents  b u i l  t a new 
Episcopal church a t  Woods Hole i n  1888. The same year others 
formed an Episcopal par ish  a t  Falmouth Center, and i n  1889 they 
erected a landmark e d i f i c e .  St. Joseph's Roman Cathol i c  par ish  
was formed a t  Woods Hole i n  1882. St. P a t r i c k ' s  mission was 
establ ished subsequently a t  Falmouth Center, and i n  1899 an 
e d i f i c e  was located there. Af ter  1903, l o c a l  Catho l ic  masses were 
he ld  a t  North Falmouth. The Un ive rsa l i s t s  b r i e f l y  he ld  camp 
meetings a t  Manuhant i n  the  e a r l y  1870s. Chr i s t i an  Science 
meetings were he1 d 1 ocal l y  a f t e r  1900. 

Temperance organizat ions were formed dur ing  the  1880s a t  Fa1 mouth 
Center and Woods Hole. Woods Hole 's  r o l e  as an 
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i n t e l l  e c tua l  /academic enclave f o r  seasonal r e sea rche r s  a t  the 
Marine Biological Laboratory was re f1  ec t ed  by the es tab l  ishment of  
a Chi1 d r e n ' s  Sumner School of Science i n  191 3. An Equal Suffrage 
League was formed here i n  1913, and a Women ' s  Club in  1914. The 
Woods Hole Yacht Club was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1896. 

C. S e t t l  ement P a t t e r n  

Local s e t t l emen t  expansion was in  p a r t  s t imula ted  by the Woods 
Hole Branch Rail road connection (1 8721, and si gni f i c a n t  summer 
r e s o r t  development took place along the Buzzard's Bay and Vineyard 
Sound shores.  Falmouth Vi l lage  continued t o  s e r v e  as  the primary 
1 ocal c e n t e r ,  w i  t h  commercial a c t i v i t i e s  r eo r i en t ed  west toward 
the r a i l r o a d  depot,  and the c i v i c  focus s h i f t e d  ea s t .  Woods Hole, 
a r e s o r t  w i t h  a deep-water harbor and important  governmental 
research f a c i l i t i e s ,  became an important  cen t e r  during the per iod.  

In i  ti a1 specul a t i  ve summer r e s o r t  development took place a t  
Falmouth Heights,  sou theas t  of Falmouth Vi l lage ,  a f t e r  1871. A 
r ad i a l  plan s e t t l emen t  was designed by Eldridge Boyden, and 
co t t ages ,  h o t e l s ,  observat ion tower, and r ec rea t iona l  f a c i l  i t ies 
were b u i l t  on the highland overlooking Vineyard Sound. By the 
1890s development extended i n t o  the 1 owl ands to t h e  ea s t .  By 
p e r i o d ' s  end, summer res idences  extended south from Falmouth 
Vil lage t o  the west o f  the Heights along Shore S t r e e t  and King 
S t r e e t .  Growth continued i n  the cen t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  a s  a new b r i ck ,  
commercial block focus emerged a t  the Walker Street/Mai n S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  and a new c i v i c  c e n t e r  was loca ted  on the north s i d e  
of Main S t r e e t  to  the e a s t ,  inc lud ing  the town ha l l  (1881 1, high 
school (1 895) ,  and 1 i b r a r y  (1 901 ). St .  Barnabas Epi scopal Church 
(1890) was l oca t ed  on the south s i d e  o f  the green, while S t .  
P a t r i c k ' s  Cathol ic  Church (1899) was e r ec t ed  t o  the e a s t  of the 
c i v i c  cen t e r .  

Some r e s o r t  development occurred t o  the e a s t  of  Falmouth Heights 
along Vineyard Sound during the period. A t  Mara Vis ta ,  some 
co t t ages  were b u i l t  a f t e r  1906, and some camps e r ec t ed  on Great  
Pond. Un ive r sa l i s t  camp meetings took p lace  a f t e r  1870 a t  
Manuhant. In 1874, the Manuhant Land and Wharf Co. was 
incorporated,  and in  1900 a hotel  was b u i l t ,  b u t  l i t t l e  
development had taken place by p e r i o d ' s  end. Fur ther  e a s t ,  some 
summer houses were bui l  t a t  Waquoi t in  the 1890s. 

Much more s i g n i f i c a n t  was the r e s o r t  devel opment t h a t  occurred 
from Woods Hole north along Buzzard's Bay. A t  Woods Hole, a 
summer e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  was c r ea t ed  a t  Penzance P o i n t  i n  the 
1880s. More modest resi den t i a l  devel opment took place nor th  o f  
Eel Pond, and Buzzard's Bay Road, and on High S t r e e t .  Vi l lage 
development was s t imula ted  by the loca t ion  a t  Great Harbor o f  the 
United S t a t e s  F i she r i e s  Commission Headquarters (1 884) ,  and the 
Woods Hole Biological  I n s t i t u t e  (1889). By pe r iod ' s  end, four  
churches were loca t ed  i n  the v i l l a g e :  a Peop le ' s  Methodist Church 
(1878), S t .  J o h n ' s  Cathol ic  Church (18821, a new P r o t e s t a n t  
Episcopal Church of the Messiah (18891, and a Congregational 
Church (1889). North of Woods Hole, r e s o r t  e s t a t e  development 
took p lace  along Q u i s s e t t  Avenue and around Q u i s s e t t  Harbor. 
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Further north, a t  Sippewisset, Shingle e s t a t e s  were b u i l t  i n  the 
1890s. The Cape Codder Hotel was b u i l t  i n  1898 a t  Ham1 i n  Point,  
and e s t a t e s  were b u i l t  a t  Saconesset Hil ls  a f t e r  1912, e a s t  of the 
r a i l  road. A t  West Falmouth, exclusive,  luxury summer homes were 
erected a t  Chappaquoi t Point from the  1890s. A t  North Falmouth, 
S i lve r  Beach was l a i d  out  i n  1897, a hotel was buil t i n  1904, and 
houses were b u i l t  along Wild Harbor. Megansett Shores was 
developed a f t e r  1900. A new Methodist church was b u i l t  a t  West 
Falmouth i n  1901, and the Immaculate Conception Church was buil t 
i n  1915 a t  Megansett t o  serve the growing Catholic summer 
population. 

D. Economic Base 

Falmouth's maritime -- and even manufacturing -- i n t e r e s t s  were 
overwhelmed i n  this period by the onslaught of "the summer 
v i s i to r . "  While weal thy Boston families had begun summering i n  
Fa1 mouth ( "the Nap1 es of Arneri ca" ) as ear ly  as the 1840s, the 
coming of the  ra i l  road i n  1872, a t  the request of the  Pac i f i c  
Guano Company, brought the  seasonal res idents  here w i t h  a 
vengeance. Sal tworks and guano m i  11 s a1 i ke f e l l  before the 
developers ' t r a n s i t s  and the p i  cnic-hamper and carpet-bagger 
hoards. The l a s t  saltworks was replaced by the  Tower Hotel and the 
new development of Falmouth Hei ghts i n  1871-72. The guano works 
was removed i n  1888, and i t s  location,  Penzance Point ,  became the 
most excl usive enclave of expensive summer homes, owned mostly by 
New York and Boston bankers. By 1889, t he  town's assessed value 
was over $4 mil 1 ion. 

Smaller indust r ies  d i d  survive fo r  pa r t  of the  period. A t ag  
factory,  establ  ished i n  1859 by Framingham's Dennison Company, p u t  
out  the s t r inging of tags t o  women as f a r  d i s tan t  a s  Wareham and 
Martha's Vineyard; by 1890, the company had a local payroll of 
$1 2,000. The business appears t o  have been established i n  Falmouth 
by a Mrs. Gilbert Boyce (1 830-191 4). As i n  Barnstable, a brick 
kiln made use of t he  local glacial  clay along the  terminal 
morraine. Fa1 mou th ' s  new i m m i  grants,  the  Portuguese, developed 
cranberry ra i s ing  i n  a major way. By 1895, t he  town was the t h i r d  
highest cranberry producer i n  the county, w i t h  nearly $43,000 
worth of cranberries produced annually (nearly 14% of the county 
to ta l  1. 

In Falmouth i n  1905, cranberries made up 75% of the  value of the  
berry harvest (though the town ranked 4th i n  the county). The 
other 25% was the  strawberry harvest.  A1 though strawberries had 
been commercially grown on the  Cape before the Civil War, i t  
wasn't u n t i l  the turn of the  century t h a t  Falmouth excel 1 ed a1 1 
others i n  the production of strawberries. By 1905, Falmouth had 
76% of the  Barnstable County strawberry harvest,  and ranked fourth 
i n  the s t a t e  following Dighton, Concord, and Worcester. 

E. Architecture 

Residential : During the  period, construction of year-round 
housing was res t r i c ted .  A small number of mansard houses of two 
s t o r i e s  were bu i l t ,  as  were a large number i n  the Queen Anne 
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sty1 e, 2 1/2 gable b locks ornamented w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  f r o n t  bays o r  
facade gables and porches, and i n  several instances w i th  corner 
towers. The l a r g e s t  numbers of residences, however, were 
constructed by seasonal v i s i t o r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  p l  anned speculat ive 
developments. The f i r s t  o f  these on Falmouth Heights included 
designs by El br idge Boyden, i nc lud ing  those o f  the  unusual 
Y-shaped cottages ornamented by bargeboards. Others used the  
T-pl an w i t h  f r o n t  par1 o r  and r e a r  serv ice  rooms we l l  known from 
Oak Bl u f f s .  Later  developments were planned fo r  more weal t h y  
investors. At Chappaquoi t the Shingle S ty le  houses were t o  be 
valued a t  over $3000, and many were architect-designed. The home 
o f  the developer Frank1 i n  King was desi gned by John Wi l l iam Beale 
o f  Boston, composed o f  a l a rge  gambrel block w i t h  leanto  on a h igh  
g ran i te  base. Other designs f o r  these houses inc luded the use o f  
wide segmental arches, l a rge  facade gabl es , towers, and uni formly,  
porches. The i r  boathouses have been converted t o  homes. Penzance 
Po in t  inc luded s t i l l  l a r g e r  l o t s  and costs, common use o f  h i s t o r i c  
references i ncl  ud i  ng Georgian. Several are no 1 onger ex tan t  
(Jenkins, passim). Small e r  homes character ized the  ca. 1906 
Maravista development. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The town's F i f t h  Congregational Society b u i l t  a 
meetinghouse i n  Woods Hole i n  1890; the gable f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  has 
a tower on i t s  long s ide housing t h e  entry. A f o u r t h  Methodist 
soc ie ty  b u i l t  i n  1884 i n  Woods Hole i s  a gable f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  a pedimented, enclosed porch entry, a small be1 fry, corner 
p i 1  asters, and squareheaded openings. The town's f i r s t  Episcopal 
organizat ion,  t h e  Church o f  t h e  Messiah, was b u i l  t i n  Woods Hol e 
i n  1889; the  stone s t ruc tu re  includes a f u l l  c ruc i fo rm plan, small 
b a p t i s t r y ,  and corner b e l l  tower t o  one s ide o f  i t s  gable end, 
enclosed porch entry. The same year a second church, St. 
Barnabas, was constructed on the  edge o f  t h e  common according t o  
plans o f  Henry Vaughn; the  s impler  nave plan a l so  employs a corner  
b e l l  tower, a porch en t ry  w i t h  vest ibule,  and con t ras t i ng  shades 
i n  g r a n i t e  and sandstone; the complex inc ludes a par ish  ha1 1, a 
car r iage shed converted t o  a chapel , and connected by a c l o i s t e r  
t o  the church. A small chapel was ;bui l  t a t  Manuhant, gabl e f r o n t  
w i  t h  hooded center  en t r y  f l  anked by l ance t  windows, undated; 
presently,  a more complex church surv ives w i t h  a corner en t r y  
tower and transepts, o r ien ted w i t h  the  en t ry  and l o n g  s ide t o  the 
s t ree t ,  shingled, and ornamented a t  i t s  e n t r y  w i t h  double doors, 
strapwork hinges, and eyebrow hood. The town's f i r s t  Roman 
Cathol ic  Church, St. Joseph's, was b u i l t  ca. 1882; t h i s  small, 
gabl e f r o n t  church has a hooded cen t ra l  en t r y  and 1 ancet windows. 
S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  was b u i l t  ca. 1900 on a more complex c ruc i fo rm plan, 
i n c l u d i n g  a p r o j e c t i n g  ves t i bu le  and tower a t  t he  crossing. An 
octagonal observatory was constructed a t  the Hei ghts , b u t  
converted f o r  worship i n  1891; i t  was two s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  w i t h  a 
steepled belvedere and porch, a1 so octagonal . 
The town constructed a new town house i n  1881; t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  2 
1/2 s t o r i e s  under a h igh  h i p  on h i p  roo f ,  w i t h  a p r o j e c t i n g  
p a v i l i o n  on the  sho r t  side, i n c l u d i n g  a be1 f ry and primary ent ry ;  
i t s  wal l  covering employs bands o f  con t ras t i ng  co lo rs  between 
s to r ies ,  and t h e  cornices and e n t r y  porches are ornamented by 
stickwork. A s i m i l a r  use of wa l l  bands of ornamental shingles and 
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stickwork can be found on the Masonic Lodge composed o f  a 
three-bay, 2 112-story gabl e roof  block wi th  l a t e r a l  e l  1 o f  
s im i l a r  dimensions. Only 1 112 s to r ies  i n  height, the Megansett 
Grange Hal l  (1886-87) i s  a1 so t reated w i t h  cont rast ing bands o f  
shingling. The expansion o f  the Woods Hole Elementary School 
(1886, NR) was also embellished by t h i s  combination o f  
in tersect ing gabl e blocks, banding, and spindle and stickwork 
porches. 

During the 1890s, the town's i n s t i  tu t iona l  arch i tec ture  was 
executed i n  the Shingle Sty1 e; the Lawrence H i  gh School consisted 
o f  a main block w i th  h igh h i p  roof and h i p  dormers, h i p  ent ry  
porch o f  two s to r ies  wi th  segmental arch openings, l a t e r a l  h i p  
pav i l  ions w i th  shed roof-porches, and four large chimneys. 
Considerably smaller, the West Falmouth L ibrary  i s  a 1 112-story 
block under a high h i p  roof  over a f i e1  dstone basement w i t h  
pedimented central  ent ry  and asymme tri cal arrangement o f  narrow 
eave windows and rectangular sash. 

Transportation: The rai lway s ta t i on  (ca. 1872) i s  a 1 112-story 
b u i l  ding w i th  wide overhanging eaves from i t s  h i p  roof, bracketed 
cornice, and segmental arch window heads. With the expansion o f  
t o u r i s t  trade, hotel construct ion increased. Known examples 
include the 3 112-story, mansard roofed Manauhant Hotel ; the 
Towers Hotel a t  Falmouth Heights, composed o f  a cent ra l  gable roof  
block o f  2 112 s to r ies  w i th  shed dormer and a t  each end a cross 
gable e l  1 extending t o  the rear, w i th  t r i angu la r  headed windows 
and ornamental bargeboards and porches; the Breakwater a t  Woods 
Hole, 2 112 s tor ies  under a h i p  roof  w i t h  hip-roofed wal l  dormers 
and simple porch; the extant  Cape Codder a t  Sipponissett has 
undergone several modi f i  cations; i t s  3 112-story i n  height, wi th 
two cross gambrels, two be1 vederes, and a f l a t - roo fed  l a te ra l  e l  1 . 
Commercial : Queen's Byway i s  an exceptional complex o f  shops w i th  
shingle wall  cover and c l  assi cal de ta i l  ing . 
X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1 91 5-1 940) 

A. Transportation Routes 

The main coastal highway was improved as Route 28 by the 1920s 
( North Shore Road-Pal mer Avenue-Mai n Street-Waquoi t Road 1. Other 
1 ocal roads were paved, and the town had notably good auto 
highways by the 1930s. Falmouth a i r p o r t  provided loca l  serv ice a t  
Hatchv i l l  e by the ear ly  1930s. 

B. Population 

As i t  had i n  the preceding period, Falmouth l e d  the study u n i t  i n  
growth r a t e  w i th  population expansion o f  75.5% -- a good 45 points 
above the county average. But for a 5-year decl ine during World 
War I, Falmouth's population continued t o  expand a f t e r  1915 w i th  
the greatest expansion occurr ing i n  the ear l y  1920s and ear l y  
1930s -- periods which grew on average by 238 and 343 ppy 
respecti  vely . 
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The number o f  Fa1 mou t h  's f o re i  gn-born decl ined only s l  i ght l y  over 
the period, f i n i s h i n g  1940 w i th  a ra te  o f  13.6, second highest i n  
the county a f t e r  Provincetown. 

Falmouth's res ident  population continued t o  increase during the 
period a t  the highest ra te  i n  the study u n i t  (76%), making i t  the 
second most populous town i n  the region by 1940. The number o f  
summer v i s i t o r s  also increased, and by per iod's end an estimated 
15,000 people were present i n  town during the Ju ly  and August 
seasonal peak, more than twice the resident f igure. The 
d i s t i  n c t i  ve coastal summer col onies continued t o  grow, and many 
had speci f i  c regional o r  professional associations. Worcester 
area residents congregated a t  Falmouth Heights, Brockton na t i  ves 
summered a t  S i l ve r  Beach, and Watertown inhabitants came t o  
Megansett. A t  the same time, Woods Hole a t t rac ted  a summer 
s c i e n t i f i c  community i n  the "Professor's Row" area, and an 
academic colony developed a t  Seapi t and Waguoi t Bay. 

I n  1915 the foreign-born populat ion had increased t o  26%, f a r  
above the regional average o f  17%. Portuguese-speaking immigrants 
continued t o  dominate, making up 66% o f  the town's foreign-born. 
B r i t i s h  (8%), I r i s h  (7%), Canadians (7%), and Swedes (5%) 
represented much small er  minori  t i es ,  and several other 
national i t i e s  cont i  nued t o  be present i n  lesser numbers. By 1940, 
the town's f o re i  gn-born populat ion had decl ined t o  14%, f o l l  owing 
the general drop throughout the region. A t  the same time, the 
town had a r e l a t i v e l y  high nonwhite population o f  11%, probably 
composed mostly o f  Portuguese West Islanders. Empl oyment 
opportuni t ies f o r  ma1 es continued t o  grow. I n  191 5, manufacturing 
( i  ncl udi ng the house construct ion trades ) again became dominant, 
w i  t h  41% o f  the workforce. Agr icu l ture  occupied 23% o f  working 
males. A r e l a t i v e l y  high proport ion, 12%, were engaged i n  trade 
i n  what had become a regional comnercial focus. 

New re1 ig ious societ ies were formed f o r  both permanent and summer 
residents. I n  191 5, a summer Cathol ic mission ( Immaculate 
Conception) was establ ished a t  North Falmouth, and i n  1928 S t .  
Thomas summer Cathol ic chapel was located a t  Fa1 mou t h  Hei ghts. 
Meanwhile, i n  1921 a Portuguese Cathol ic  mission was formed a t  
East Falmouth, and i n  1923 a church was b u i l t .  A Chr is t ian 
Science Society was formed i n  1934. 

C. Settlement Pattern 

Resort development continued a1 ong the Vineyard Sound and 
Buzzard's Bay coasts, and Falmouth V i l lage grew as the commercial 
and c i v i c  focus. Commercial development extended a1 ong Main 
Street  i n  the v i l lage,  and a Jun ior  High School was added to the 
c i v i c  focus i n  1925. Sumner colony development extended t o  the 
southwest along Oyster Pond Road between S a l t  Pond and Oyster 
Pond. S t .  Thomas Chapel was opened a t  Falmouth Heights i n  1918. 
S t .  Anthony's Cathol ic Church was erected t o  serve the Portuguese 
a t  East Falmouth i n  1923. Cottage development continued i n  the 
1920s along the town's south shore a t  Mara Vista, Acapesket, and 
Dav isv i l l  e. A t  Manuhant, new development i n  the l a t e  1920s 
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included a yacht club, and the Grace Memorial Chapel was b u i l  t 
here i n  1931. 

Residential  development continued a t  Woods Hole. I n  1916, the 
Gansett Woods area was created as a res iden t ia l  area f o r  
B io log ica l  I n s t i t u t e  sc ien t i s t s ,  next t o  the Woods Hole Go1 f 
Course. The Oceanographic I n s t i t u t e  was added to the research 
focus on Great Harbor i n  1930. To the north, t he  Quisset  Yacht 
Club was b u i l t ,  and Racing Beach was developed as an exclusive 
summer home area. A t  West Falmouth, r e s o r t  construct ion took 
place a t  Falmouth C l i f f s  and 01 d S i l v e r  Beach, and a t  North 
Falmouth development continued a t  Si 1 ver Beach and Megansett. 

D. Economic Base 

It was the Portuguese who brought the strawberry indus t ry  t o  i t s  
peak. I n  191 5, most o f  the growers formed the Cape Cod Strawberry 
Growers Association as a way o f  marketing crops. By 1921, Falmouth 
was the l a rges t  shipping po in t  f o r  strawberr ies i n  the state. By 
1930, there  were more than 200 ind iv idua l  strawberry growers i n  
the town w i th  extensive strawberry and cranberry beds i n  East and 
North Falmouth, Hatchv i l l  e, and Teaticket. 

Another ag r i  cul  t u ra l  advance was the forma t i o n  o f  the Coonamessett 
Ranch, contro l1 i n g  about 14,000 acres i n  Bourne, Mashpee, 
Sandwich, and Falmouth. The company was organized about 1917 by 
Charles R. Crane, W i l f r i d  Wheeler, and others to demonstrate the 
value o f  Cape Cod land i n  the production of ordinary farm crops 
and t o  a t t r a c t  new farmers to t h i s  sect ion of the country. Crane 
(1 858-1 939), Chicago-born manufacturer and dip1 omat, was a key 
donor t o  the Marine B io log ica l  Laboratory a f t e r  h i s  fami ly became 
sumnering i n  Woods Hole about 1899. Wheeler (1876-1961 ) was the 
s ta te ' s  f i r s t  commissioner o f  Agr i cu l tu re  before he moved t o  
Fa1 mouth i n  191 9 t o  run the Ranch. A1 though i t  1 asted 1 ess than a 
decade, the model farm was cred i ted w i t h  being " the l a rges t  
ag r i cu l tu ra l  p ro jec t  o f  i t s  type east of the Miss iss ipp i "  (Faught: 
20). Wheeler moved t o  Ashumet Pond developing a 20-acre t r a c t  o f  
1 and on which he produced 21 new species o f  ho l ly .  The Ashumet 
Ho l l y  Reservation was donated t o  the Mass. Audubon Society i n  1964. 

Attamansett Farm, a lso i n  Hatchv i l le ,  was noted f o r  i t s  pure-bred 
c a t t l e .  The r a i s i n g  o f  oysters was a lso developed i n  t h i s  period. 

The only manufacturing a c t i v i t y  i n  1930 was a cement block p lan t  
i n  Teati  cket. 

Much o f  the Coonamessett Ranch was taken f o r  the Ot is A i r  Force 
Base i n  1940. And i n  other respects the town's ag r i cu l tu re  
decl ined i n  the face o f  the growing automobile t o u r i s t  t r a f f i c .  By 
the end o f  the Early Modern period, the town had come t o  depend on 
the summer r eso r t  business f o r  over 75% of i t s  normal annual 
income. I n  1945, i t  was said t h a t  the town's sumer populat ion 
ranged from three to f i v e  times t h a t  of the permanent population. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Falmouth



E. Archi tecture 

Residential : Summer resor t  devel opment continued s t rong ly  through 
the 1 920s. Many i nvol ved small e r  houses, a1 though excl usi ve 
developments, such as Racing Beach. Many o f  the smaller examples 
are 1 l /2 -s tory  gable i n  form w i th  shed and wall dormers, as wel l  
as a number o f  bungalows. Larger houses i n c l  ude pyramidal houses 
and a number o f  rev iva l  styles, inc lud ing Dutch Colonial. 

I n s t i  tu t iona l  : The town's t h i r d  Cathol ic Church, St. Anthony's, 
was b u i l t  i n  1928, a small center entry gable f r o n t  church t ha t  
has been expanded and modif ied several times. A Cathol i c  chapel , 
S t .  Thomas, was o r i g i n a l l y  a tea room, gable f r o n t  i n  form, w i th  
both center double door and side doors, f lanked by roundheaded 
windows i n  both the main block and i t s  low-roofed wings. 

The town's new publ ic  l i b r a r y  (no date) i s  constructed i n  a 
Renaissance Revival sty1 e i n  ye1 1 ow br ick,  story-and-a-ha1 f i n  
height  under a high h i p  roof, cent ra l  ent ry  w i th  entablature 
supported by consoles and a band o f  three roundheaded windows on 
each side. Both the Elementary and High School (probably dat ing 
from the 1930s) were constructed o f  b r i ck  i n  a Colonial Revival 
vocabulary; the former i s  1 1/2 s tor ies  w i th  a pedimented en t ry  
and cupola; the l a t t e r  i s  2 1/2 s to r ies  under a h i p  roof ,  central  
and l a t e r a l  pro jec t ing pedimented bays, w i th  square tower and 
b e l f r y  over central entry. Simi lar ,  too, i s  the school 
administrat ion b u i l  ding, w i th  a central  pedimented pav i l  i on  and 
cup01 a. The Woods Hol e Oceanographic I n s t i  t u t e  ' s 1 abs are 1 arge 
b r i c k  Georgian Revival st ructures o f  three and four stor ies.  

Comnercial : On Main Street, several exceptional commercial 
blocks, two to three s to r ies  high, were constructed during the 
period i n  rev iva l  s ty les  i n c l  uding ha1 f -timbered Tudor, Colonial 
Revival, and b r i c k  Georgian. Also surv iv ing i s  a small gas 
s t a t  ion w i  t h  green ti 1 ed pyrami dal roof. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The Falmouth inventory i ncl  udes only structures w i  t h i n  the town 's  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s .  The forms on these structures are o f ten  
incomplete, seldom provid ing accurate material f o r  dat ing o r  
typing. The town's s i  gni f i  cant 1 9th-century component i s  scarcely 
considered, nor are 20th-century bui 1 dings . 
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