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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Da te :  1985 Community: Essex  

I .  HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A town of u n d u l a t i n g  t e r r a i n  i n  e a s t e r n  Essex  County,  Essex  was 
home t o  t h e  Pawtucket  (Agawam) I n d i a n s .  M u l t i p l e  Woodland s i t e s  
f o u n d ,  and C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  a c t i v i t y  l i k e l y ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  
conf i rmed.  Known a s  I p s w i c h l s  Chebacco P a r i s h ,  t h e  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  
European s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1634 w i t h  g r a n t i n g  of l a n d  t o  Ip swich  
r e s i d e n t s .  Route  133  ( ) l a i d  o u t  b y  1651;  boa tmaking ,  mil ls  
and d w e l l i n g s  a long  t h e  Ip swich  R i v e r  by 1673. Meet inghouse  
c e n t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1679 i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  town w i t h  d i s p e r s e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r v a s i v e  th rough t h e  end of t h e  c e n t u r y .  

F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  Essex w i t h  nodes of s e t t l e m e n t  a t  t h e  F a l l s ,  Essex 
C e n t e r  and South  E s s e x .  B u i l d i n g  of Causeway (1811)  l e d  t o  
c o m m e r c i a l / c i v i c  c o a l e s c e n c e  of  Essex and S o u t h  Essex ,  w h i l e  
i n c r e a s i n g  s i z e s  of c o n s t r u c t e d  b o a t s  l e d  t o  s h i f t s  of 
s h i p b u i l d i n g  from t h e  F a l l s  a l s o  t o  t h e  Causeway a r e a .  Farming 
f i s h i n g  and s h i p b u i l d i n g  compr ise  t h e  town's  economic m a i n s t a y s .  

In  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y ,  a  major i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r o a d  
network i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  p rov inced  now a  d i r e c t  l i n e  ( v i a  
M a r t i n  S t r e e t )  w i t h  t h e  F a l l s  d i s t r i c t .  C i v i c  and commercial  
f o c u s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Causeway v i c i n i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  w e s t e r n  Causeway 
(Main a t  M a r t i n )  emerging a s  t h e  town's  p r imary  commercial  
c o r r i d o r .  R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  a c c e l e r a t e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  F a l l s  and 
Sou th  Essex a r e a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  c o t t a g e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  Conomo P o i n t  i n  1860. 

With t h e  a r r i v a l  of mass t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s  ( r a i l r o a d ,  1872;  
s t r e e t  r a i l w a y ,  1893)  a n o t h e r  r e a l i g n m e n t  of a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r s .  
I n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  s h i f t s  from t h e  Causeway (and s h i p b u i l d i n g )  t o  
d e p o t  a r e a s  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  f rom t h e  F a l l s  d i s t r i c t  t o  South  
Essex .  M a n u f a c t o r i e s  mu1 t i p l y .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o l l o w s  
r o u t e  of s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  and s c a t t e r s  n o r t h  and e a s t  th rough t h e  
r u r a l  town. Tourism b e g i n s  t o  boom, a s  s e a s o n a l  c o t t a g e s  
p r o l i f e r a t e  on t h e  t own ' s  l a k e f r o n t  and c o a s t a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  show some d e c l i n e  w h i l e  shoe manufac tu r ing  
i n c r e a s e s .  

Another  growth s p u r t  i n  1940 when impending I n t e r s t a t e  95/Route  
128 c o n s t r u c t i o n  enhances  t h e  town 's  a p p e a l  a s  b o t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  
and r e c r e a t i o n a l  l o c a l e .  Contemporary town s p a r e d  t h e  b r u n t  of 
commercial  au to -deve lopmen t  w i t h  t h e  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  of e x i s t i n g  
f a b r i c  a p p e a r i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  backbone of c u r r e n t  development  
s t r a t e g i e s .  

I  I .  POLIITCAL BOUNDARIES 

By 1819,  t h e  Chebacco P a r i s h  (1748)  of 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  Ipswich  
P l a n t a t i o n  g a i n e d  s u f f i c i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  and was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  an  
i n d e p e n d e n t  town. S i n c e  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a1 though 
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undergoing  a  s l i g h t  s h i f t i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  b o t h  i n  t h e  
ex t reme s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  of t h e  town and i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  a t  
Chebacco Lake, Essex  h a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  remained unchanged s i n c e  i t s  
i n c o r p o r a  t i o n .  

I I I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of Essex  is  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Essex  
County,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  town 1 i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  New England Seaboard  Lowland, a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth c o a s t a l  
s t r i p  of l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  u s u a l l y  below t h e  400 and  500  f o o t  
c o n t o u r s .  L o c a l l y ,  c o a s t a l  Essex  County c o n t a i n s  more h i l l y  
c o u n t r y  t h a n  o t h e r  Seaboa rd  Lowland a r e a s .  E l e v a t i o n s  i n  s o u t h e r n  
a r e a s  a v e r a g e  100 f e e t  o r  l e s s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  h i l l s  app roach ing  200 
f e e t  o r  more. Along t h e  c o a s t ,  e l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  20  f e e t  o r  l e s s  
w i t h  some h i l l s  a p p r o a c h i n g  50 t o  100 f e e t  o r  more. 

Bedrock d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  Essex a r e a  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  i g n e o u s  
f o r m a t i o n s  t h roughou t  most of t h e  town. Quincy g r a n i t e  is t h e  
most common t y p e  p r e s e n t .  L imi ted  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of B e v e r l y  
s y e n i t e  and Q u a r t z  s y e n i t e  a r e  a l s o  found i n  s o u t h e r n  and 
s o u t h e a s t e r n  a r e a s  of  town. The o n l y  sedemen ta ry  r o c k s  found i n  
Essex  be long  t o  t h e  Westboro o r  Graf  ton  q u a r t z i t e  g roup .  These 
d e p o s i t s  a r e  a l s o  found i n  s o u t h e r n  and s o u t h e a s t e r n  a r e a s .  

S o i l s  i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t  a  m i x t u r e  of f o r m a t i o n s  t h rough  
g l a c i a l  outwash,  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s ,  windblown d e p o s i t s  and r e c e n t  
a l l u v i a l  d e p o s i t s .  S o i l s  of t h e  Ipswich-Westbrook-Udipamments 
a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t i d a l  we t l and  a r e a s  t h roughou t  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of town. These s o i l s  a r e  deep  and found i n  
n e a r l y  l e v e l  a r e a s .  They r ange  from v e r y  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  mucky 
s o i l s  found i n  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s  t o  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  mucky s o i l s  
found i n  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s  t o  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  sandy  s o i l s  
formed i n  windblown sand .  S o i l s  of t h e  C h a t f i e l d - H o l l i s - R o c k  
o u t c r o p  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  found t h r o u g h o u t  most of t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  
of town s o u t h  of Essex  C e n t e r .  These s o i l s  a r e  found i n  deep o r  
s h a l l o w  d e p o s i t s  i n  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  w e l l - d r a i n e d  loamy s o i l s  formed i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l  and 
c o n t a i n  a r e a s  of exposed bed rock .  S o i l s  of t h e  
Boxford-Sc i  t i co-Maybid  a s s o c i a  t i o n  a r e  found n o r t h  of t h e  town 
c e n t e r  t o  t i d a l  a r e a s .  These s o i l s  a r e  deep  and found m o d e r a t e l y  
w e l l  d r a i n e d  t o  v e r y  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  loamy s o i l s  formed i n  
l a c u s t r i n e  o r  mar ine  s e d i m e n t s .  West of t h e  town c e n t e r  s o i l s  of 
t h e  Canton-Woodbridge-Freetown and Merr imac-Hinckley-Urban l and  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  found .  Both s o i l s  a r e  found i n  deep d e p o s i t s  and 
n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  The l a t t e r  a r e  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  
and sandy  s o i l s  formed i n  outwash d e p o s i t s  and u rban  deve lopment .  
The fo rmer  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  w e l l - d r a i n e d  loamy s o i l s  found i n  
g l a c i a l  t i l l  t o  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  mucky s o i l s  formed i n  o r g a n i c  
d e p o s i t s  . S o i l s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  F ree town-F luvaguen t s  a s s o c i a  t i o n  
a r e  found i n  l i m i t e d  a r e a s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  and s o u t h w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of town. 

Major d r a i n a g e  i n  Essex  is  through t h e  C a s t l e  Neck and Essex  
R i v e r s  which bo th  d r a i n  i n t o  Essex Bay. Other  t h a n  Chebacco Lake, 
few ponds e x i s t  i n  t h e  town. F r e s h w a t e r  swamps and meadow a r e  
common i n  many a r e a s .  
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The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  growth i n  Essex  and i n  Essex  County i n  g e n e r a l  
c o n s i s t e d  of a  mixed growth of w h i t e  p i n e ,  oak,  c h e s t n u t ,  p o p u l a r ,  
maple ,  b i r c h  and some o t h e r  hardwoods and c o n i f e r s .  However, 
s e c o n d a r y  growth p a t t e r n s  cove r  most of  t h e  town today .  These 
p a t t e r n s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  second growth oak and c h e s t n u t  i n  
up lands  t o  s c r u b  and p i t c h  p i n e  i n  a r e a s  of d r o u g h t y  and sandy  
s o i l s .  Some b i r c h ,  c e d a r ,  j u n i p e r  and w h i t e  p i n e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

N a t i v e  American t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a  l i k e l y  
emphasized w a t e r  t r a v e l  a long  t h e  C a s t l e  Neck R i v e r ,  Essex R i v e r  
and Essex  Bay. C o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l s  were a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t  
a long  r i v e r s  and s t r e a m s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o a s t  
and major  r i v e r s  n o t e d  above .  A majo r  n o r t h / s o u t h  c o a s t a l  r o u t e  
may a l s o  have e x i s t e d  on R t .  133  and d e t o u r e d  around t h e  Essex 
R i v e r  t o  R t .  2 2  and Apple  S t r e e t .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

Essex  was i n h a b i t e d  b y  members of t h e  Pawtucke t  g roup  which 
ex t ended  from t h e  Saugus/Salem a r e a  n o r t h  t o  t h e  York a r e a  of  
Maine.  L o c a l l y ,  t h i s  g roup  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  Agawam 
I n d i a n s  who may have been a  sub t r i b e  of t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u t  
seemed t o  be  under  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Penacook.  Gookin (1792)  
l i s t s  c a .  3 ,000  men b e l o n g i n g  t o  Penacook group  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
1617-19 e p i d e m i c s ,  w h i l e  Mooney (1928:4)  l i s t s  2,000 men b e l o n g i n g  
t o  t h e  Penacook g roup ,  a s  many a s  12,000 n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  
e x a g g e r a t e d .  The N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a  may 
have numbered i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  200 o r  more i n d i v i d u a l s  d u r i n g  
much of t h i s  p e r i o d .  Fo l lowing  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f ewer  than  100 
n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  remained .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Numerous Woodland b u t  no C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  
Essex a r e a .  However, env i ronmen ta l  v a r i a b l e s ,  l a t e r  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
documentary  s o u r c e s  and t h e  h i g h  d e n s i t y  of Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  
i n d i c a t e  s i t e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d  shou ld  b e  p r e s e n t .  For example,  t h e  
mouths of t h e  C a s t l e  Neck and Essex  R i v e r s  may have  been  good s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e s e  a r e a s  a long  t h e  c o a s t .  Known Con tac t  
p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  on C a s t l e  Neck i n  Ip swich  o p p o s i t e  t h e s e  
a r e a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a b i t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s ,  s p e c i a l  
pu rpose  s i t e s  such  a s  f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  s h e l l  middens and b u r i a l s  
were  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t .  These s i t e s  may have  been  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  c o a s t  o r  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of i n t e r i o r  w e t l a n d s  such  a s  
ponds ,  swamps and s t r e a m s .  

D .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  Americans i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  of 
s e a s o n a l l y  de t e rmined  a c t i v i  t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  of w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  
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Hunt ing  was a  major a c t i v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammals such a s  
d e e r  and s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  Sea  mammals such  a s  s e a l s  and d r i f t  
whales  may have  a l s o  been  hun ted  i n  t h e  Plum I s l a n d  Sound and 
Essex  Bay a r e a .  Upland game b i r d s  and ducks  were a v a i l a b l e  i n  and 
around f r e s h w a t e r  w e t l a n d s ,  r i v e r i n e  a r e a s  and i n  marsh lands  a l o n g  
t h e  c o a s t .  I n t e r i o r  ponds ,  s t r e a m s  and r i v e r s  a f f o r d e d  a  v a r i e t y  
of f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h .  La rge r  r i v e r s  such a s  t h e  C a s t l e  Neck and 
Essex  R i v e r s  may have  c o n t a i n e d  s e a s o n a l  r u n s  of s m e l t ,  a l e w i v e s ,  
s h a d ,  salmon and s e a - r u n  t r o u t .  A v a r i e t y  of mar ine  s p e c i e s  of 
f i s h  would have been a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Essex  Ray, Plum I s l a n d  Sound 
and A t l a n t i c  Ocean. S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  of t e r r e s t r i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
f r e s h  and s a l t  w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  
food r e s o u r c e .  The Essex Bay and c o a s t a l  A t l a n t i c  Ocean p r e s e n t l y  
c o n t a i n  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  of s h e l l f i s h  which may have  been a v a i l a b l e  
d u r i n g  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d  and s h e l l  midden s i t e s  v e r i f y  t h i s  
e x p e c t a t i o n .  Domes t i ca t ed  p l a n t s  such  a s  c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  pumpkins,  
squash  and tobacco  were i m p o r t a n t .  The l o c a t i o n  of n a t i v e  f i e l d s  
a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, however ,  t h e y  were  l i k e l y  l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  
s h o r e s  of Essex Bay, t h e  Essex R ive r  of  C a s t l e  Neck R i v e r .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

I n d i a n  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a  t h roughou t  
most of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Water t r a v e l  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Essex  R i v e r  and Essex  Bay a r e a s .  An e a r l y  
h o r s e p a t h  and ca r tway  were e s  t a b l i s h e d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  Chebacco 
a r e a  w i t h  Ip swich  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1634. T h i s  roadway, r o u g h l y  i n  
t h e  a r e a  of R t .  133 ,  was l a i d  o u t  a s  t h e  highway t o  Essex c a .  1651 
i n c l u d i n g  i t s  s o u t h e r n  e x t e n t  which l e d  t o  G l o u c e s t e r .  A w e s t e r l y  
h o r s e p a t h  o r  c a r t w a y  a l s o  l i k e l y  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  w e s t e r n  Ave from 
Essex  C e n t e r  t o  t h e  Hamlet (Hami l ton )  l i n k i n g  up w i t h  t h e  Bay 
Road. Hat f  i e l d f s  road  and p a t h  o r  roadway t o  Thompson's I s l a n d  
a l s o  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A t  l e a s t  two f e r r i e s  were i n  
o p e r a t i o n  ove r  t h e  Essex R i v e r .  One f e r r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  1634 which c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1666 when a  h o r s e  b r i d g e  was 
b u i l t  ove r  t h e  R i v e r  (Chebacco R ive r /Essex  R i v e r ) .  A f e r r y  a l s o  
e x i s t e d  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  n e a r  t h e  mills a t  t h e  f a l l s  on t h e  
Chebacco R i v e r .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

Essex  was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  1634 by i n d i v i d u a l s  f rom Ipswich .  
S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  was s low and growth d i d  n o t  a c c e l e r a t e  
u n t i l  t h e  1670s and 1680s .  By 1650,  10 t o  1 2  f a m i l i e s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  50 t o  60 i n d i v i d u a l s  may have  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
T h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  may have r i s e n  t o  100 t o  150 i n d i v i d u a l s  by 1675. 
Black s l a v e s  were l i k e l y  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
R e s i d e n t s  p a i d  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x e s  and worsh ipped  i n  Ip swich .  E a r l y  
town s e t t l e r s  were of E n g l i s h  d e c e n t ,  of t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  f a i t h .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  is known r e g a r d i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  American s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  
i n  Essex d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  N a t i v e s  may n o t  have  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  
town a t  a l l  b y  t h i s  t ime .  Secondary  s o u r c e s  n o t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of 
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I n d i a n  wigwams i n  t h e  town b u t  do n o t  o f f e r  s p e c i f i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
o r  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e s e  a r e a s .  E a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were n o t  p r e s s u r e d  by  
l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  Europeans r e c e i v e d  n a t i v e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  a r e  i n  c a .  
1638 when John  Winthrop J r .  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  Agawam from 
Mas connomet. 

European s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Essex  was made i n  ca .  1634 s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
g r a n t s  of s e v e r a l  hundred  a c r e s  each  were made t o  Ipswich  
r e s i d e n t s .  L i t t l e  is c u r r e n t l y  known who t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  were 
o r  where t h e y  s e t t l e d .  European s e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  s low 
r a t e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  ma in ly  b y  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  V i l l a g e  l i f e  
was a l s o  b e g i n n i n g  i n  Essex .  Dwel l ing  h o u s e s ,  mills and 
sh ipmaking  were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  a round t h e  r i v e r  and 
f a l l s .  By 1673 u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  were begun t o  s e t  t h e  
Chebacco a r e a  o f f  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h .  As ide  from p r i v a t e  l a n d s  
t h a t  were g r a n t e d  o r  p u r c h a s e d ,  much of  Essex  remained Ipswich 
common l a n d s  th roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base 

A s  C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  themse lves  i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a ,  
h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  w i l d  foods  were i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e i r  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  However, t h e  combined u s e  of a g r i c u l  t u r e  and 
husbandry  were c l e a r l y  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  economic 
l i v e s  of E s s e x ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  wheat  and b a r l e y  
were t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  food c r o p s  grown a s  w e l l  a s  r y e  when 
p o s s i b l e .  F r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e s  were grown b u t  g r a i n s  were t h e  
most i m p o r t a n t  food p roduce .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  of v e g e t a b l e  f i b e r s  from hemp and f l a x  were  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s .  S a l t  marsh hay  was e x t e n s i v e l y  e x p l o i t e d  from 
t h e  marshes  s u r r o u n d i n g  Essex  Bay. Husbandry was a l s o  an i m p o r t a n t  
a c t i v i t y  i n  Essex .  C a t t l e ,  h o r s e s ,  s h e e p ,  and swine  were t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  fa rm a n i m a l s .  Oxen and fowl were  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  
S h i p b u i l d i n g  and f i s h i n g  were impor t a n t  i n  Essex  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
s e t t l e m e n t .  By 1668 common l a n d s  were s e t  a s i d e  i n  Chebacco a s  
a c r e s  f o r  Ipswich r e s i d e n t s  t o  b u i l d  s h i p s .  S m a l l e r  v e s s e l s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  s h i p b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p o s s i b l y  s h a l l o p s  
o r  l a t e r  Chebacco b o a t s  named a f t e r  t h e  a r e a  where t h e y  were f i r s t  
b u i l t .  F i s h i n g  was a l s o  conducted  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  John  P e r k i n s  was 
g r a n t e d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  we i r  on t h e  Chebacco R i v e r  
i n  1636. A f t e r  b o a t s  were  b u i l t ,  hook and l i n e  f i s h i n g  a l s o  began 
i n  t h e  r i v e r  and i n  c o a s t a l  w a t e r .  M i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Essex may 
have  been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s h i p b u i l d i n g .  By 1671 a t  l e a s t  f o u r  
s awmi l l s  were p r e s e n t  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  f a l l s  on t h e  Chebacco R i v e r ,  
f a r  exceed ing  t h e  needs  of l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  Gristmills were n o t  
p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  i n d i c a t i n g  f a r m e r s  p r o b a b l y  
c a r r i e d  g r a i n s  t o  Ip swich .  C a r p e n t e r s ,  r opemaker s ,  m a l s t e r s  and 
s m i t h i e s  were a l s o  l i k e l y  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

VI. C O L O N I A L  PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  had been  upgraded t o  h o r s e  p a t h s  o r  ca r tways  
b y  t h i s  time. The highway t o  Essex ( R t .  133) c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  
major  n o r t h e r n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  t h rough  t h e  town. The 
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s o u t h e r n  road  p r o b a b l y  ex t ended  from t h e  S o u t h  Essex  a r e a .  I n  
1700 a  b r i d g e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  f e r r y  c r o s s i n g  o v e r  t h e  Essex  R ive r  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  town's  mills.  The p r e s e n t  road  t o  Thompson's 
I s l a n d  was l a i d  o u t  i n  1697. I n  1699 t h e  road  t o  G l o u c e s t e r  was 
l a i d  o u t  e x t e n d i n g  R t .  133 e a s t e r l y  p r o b a b l y  a long  a  p r e v i o u s  
c a r t w a y  o r  h o r s e  p a t h .  A road  way a l s o  e x i s t e d  w e s t e r l y  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of R t .  2 2  l i n k i n g  Essex  w i t h  t h e  Hamlet P a r i s h  i n  
Hami l ton .  S m a l l e r  unnamed ways and roadways were a l s o  l a i d  o u t  a s  
new s e  t t l e m e n t s  demanded. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

Essex  may have  had a  C o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of 100 t o  150 i n d i v i d u a l s  
a t  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  T h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  doubled b y  
t h e  end of  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  when Chebacco P a r i s h  i n  Ip swich  had 
a b o u t  300 s o u l s  (Crowe l l  1 8 6 8 : l l O ) .  The most i n t e n s e  p e r i o d  of  
p a r i s h  growth i n  Essex  o c c u r r e d  from 1695-1718 when t h e  town 's  
p o p u l a t i o n  a l m o s t  doub led ,  t o  a s  many a s  600 i n d i v i d u a l s .  By 1775 
t h e  Essex  p o p u l a t i o n  may have  r i s e n  t o  800 o r  900 i n d i v i d u a l s .  A 
d e c r e a s e  i n  f i s h i n g  and s h i p b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War 
l i k e l y  e f f e c t e d  t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n .  N a t i v e  Americans d i d  n o t  
l i v e  i n  Essex d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Black s l a v e s  were p r e s e n t .  
Essex  was n o t  founded a s  a  town b u t  grew a s  a  p a r i s h  of Ip swich .  
By 1677 a  number of  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a p p l i e d  t o  Ipswich f o r  
l e a s e  t o  employ a  p r e a c h e r .  I n  1679 Chebacco r e s i d e n t s  were f r e e d  
from paying  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x e s  i n  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  and a l lowed t o  
h i r e  a  p r e a c h e r  on t h e i r  own. Essex  was now known a s  t h e  Ipswich  
Second P a r i s h  o r  Chebacco P a r i s h .  E a r l y  w o r s h i p  and town mee t ings  
were  h e l d  i n  p r i v a t e  houses  a s  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  would n o t  g i v e  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  b u i l d  a  meet inghouse .  A chu rch  was g a t h e r e d  by  
1681.  By 1702 a  s c h o o l  house  was e r e c t e d  on t h e  common. I n  1746 
r e l i g i o u s  u n r e s t  b y  "New L i g h t s "  l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  S i x t h  
P a r i s h  of Ipswich  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1748. I n  1774 
t h e  Second and S i x t h  P a r i s h e s  of Ipswich  ( b o t h  i n  Essex )  
r e c o n c i l e d  and j o i n e d  assuming  t h e  name of t h e  Second P a r i s h .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Land p a t t e r n s  which deve loped  i n  Essex  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  most of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Essex  
was s e t t l e d  b y  t h e  s o n s  and d a u g h t e r s  of I p s w i c h t s  found ing  
g e n e r a t i o n .  Thus,  much of  t h e  town 's  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
1670s  and 1680s .  L a r g e r  l a n d  g r a n t s  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
town's  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  were  on t h e  d e c l i n e .  Chebacco ' s  s e t t l e r s  
ave raged  a b o u t  140 a c r e s  p e r  h o l d i n g  w o r t h  60% of t h e  town ownry 
between 75 and 160 a c r e s .  A s  Ipswich  r e s i d e n t s ,  Essex  l a n d  
h o l d e r s  who p a i d  t h e  town 's  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x  were  e n t i t l e d  t o  
b e n e f i t  f rom Common l a n d  d i v i s i o n s .  These d i v i s i o n s ,  many o f  
which were i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a ,  o c c u r r e d  i n  1702,  1707-1709 and 
1720. I n  1720 Ipswich made t h e  f i n a l  d i v i s i o n  of common l a n d  
g r a n t i n g  r i g h t s  t o  o v e r  7 ,000 a c r e s .  Over 900 a c r e s  of t h i s  l a n d  
were i n  Chebacco,  m o s t l y  h e a v i l y  wooded l a n d  be tween  Chebacco Pond 
and t h e  Wenham b o r d e r .  

An u n a u t h o r i z e d  mee t inghouse  was b u i l  t by  1679 and some r e s i d e n t s  
were p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  In  1681 t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  
g r a n t e d  one a c r e  t o  t h e  Chebacco P a r i s h  f o r  a  g r a v e y a r d .  The 
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meet inghouse  was r e b u i l t  i n  1717. The S i x t h  P a r i s h  e r e c t e d  a  
meet inghouse  i n  1752 where t h e  p r e s e n t  meet inghouse  s t a n d s .  

D .  Economic Base 

While  most a s p e c t s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  and husbandry  c o n t i n u e d  to  be  
i m p o r t a n t  t h roughou t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  f i s h i n g  and s h i p b u i l d i n g  
were  now of g r e a t  economic i m p o r t a n c e .  From 25 t o  3 0  Chebacco 
b o a t s  s a i l e d  from Essex f i s h i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t l i n e  and 
e r e c t i n g  f i s h  f l a k e s  on Hog I s l a n d ,  t h e  n o r t h  end of Warehouse 
I s l a n d ,  Thompson1 s I s l a n d  a t  C l a y  P o i n t .  Fishermen were g i v e n  
s p e c i a l  r i g h t s  t o  common l a n d s  t o  e r e c t  f i s h  f l a k e s  and c u t  
t i m b e r .  Fishermen a l s o  had s p e c i a l  r i g h t s  t o  s o f t  s h e l l  c l ams ,  
abundan t  i n  t h e  E s s e x / I p s w i c h  a r e a ,  b o t h  a  food r e s o u r c e  and major 
s u p p l y  of b a i t  f o r  cod f i s h e r m e n .  Chebacco b o a t s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
t h e  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  used i n  t h e  Essex  a r e a .  These v e s s e l s ,  of 10 
t o  1 2  t o n s  b u r d e n ,  were made i n  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  b o a t  y a r d s  a long  t h e  
r i v e r .  L a r g e r  v e s s e l s  were  n o t  made d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
S h i p b u i l d i n g  was a p p a r e n t l y  pu r sued  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  needs  of 
l o c a l  f i s h e r m e n  and c o a s t a l  merchan t s .  The needs  of s h i p b u i l d i n g  
i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  b y  1706 a t  l e a s t  f i v e  s a w m i l l s  were i n  
o p e r a t i o n  i t h e  Essex  a r e a .  I n  1682 t h e  Wade sawmil l  was e r e c t e d  
a t  t h e  f a l l s .  John Brunham removed h i s  m i l l  i n  1687 t o  e r e c t  a  
new m i l l  n e a r  t h e  S t o r y  m i l l  a t  t h e  f a l l s .  I n  1693 he  e r e c t e d  a  
m i l l  n e a r  t h e  l a u n c i n g  p l a c e  below t h e  f a l l s  on t h e  Essex R i v e r .  
O the r  t r a d e s  p r e s e n t  i n  Essex  by  t h e r e  end of t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  
ropemakers  , c o o p e r s ,  gunsmi t h s  , w h e e l w r i g h t ,  c a r p e n t e r s  , g l o v e r s ,  
t a i l o r s ,  soapmaker s ,  m a l s t e r s ,  t a n n e r s  and c u r r i e r s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S e v e r a l  town examples a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  
p e r i o d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .  Swamp H i l l  Farm (1667)  is s a i d  t o  b e  a  
r a r e ,  n o r t h  s h o r e  p l ank  c o n s t r u c t i o n  house .  The 1684 David 
Burnham house  was r e s t o r e d  by  George F a n c i s  Dow and R u s s e l l  
K e t t e l .  Both a r e  2 6 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  and chimney t y p e s .  
The Butman house  of 1690-1725 is  a  f o u r  bay s a l t b o x .  The Simon 
B u t l e r  house  of 1690 i s  1 6 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and 
chimney examples .  Nea r ly  a s  common a r e  1 4 1 / 2  s t o r y  examples ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  and f i v e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  examples  a s  w e l l  a s  
f o u r  bay examples .  Evidence  of  Georgian p l a n n i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
a r e  r a r e  and l i m i t e d  t o  l a r g e  2 4 1 / 2  s t o r y  h o u s e s ,  a  f i v e  bay 
doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney h o u s e ,  a  s i x  bay house  w i t h  a  p a i r  of  
l a r g e  i n t e r i o r  chimneys ( p r o b a b l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of a d d i t i o n s )  and an 
L - p l a n ,  f i v e  bay h o u s e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The P a r i s h  b u i l t  i t s  f i r s t  meet inghouse  i n  1679,  
measur ing  a b o u t  42 x  36 f e e t .  A second  house  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1719 ,  measured 52 x  42 f e e t ,  w i t h  21 f o o t  s t u d s ,  t h r e e  g a l l e r i e s ,  
and a  t u r r e t  " a f t e r  t h e  f  a sh ion l1  of  Andover (Crowe l l  1868 :84 ) .  
W i  t h  s e p a r a t i o n  t h e  new r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
meet inghouse  of t h e  same s i z e  b u t  w i t h  no t u r r e t .  The f i r s t  
s c h o o l  was b u i l t  h e r e  i n  1695. The second s c h o o l h o u s e  was b u i l t  
i n  1757 on t h e  same s i t e  and measure  2 1  x  18  f e e t  w i t h  e i g h t  f o o t  
s t u d s  and f i v e  windows. I n  1761  a  s c h o o l h o u s e  of unknown 
a p p e a r a n c e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  F a l l s .  
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VII .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A. T r a n s v o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u se  and were  improved. S t r e e t s  
l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  Western  Ave by p a s s i n g  S t o r y  
S t r e e t ,  S o u t h e r n  Ave (beyond Apple  S t r e e t )  t o  Manches t e r ,  Grove 
S t r e e t  and F o r e s t  Ave e x t e n d e d ,  Harlow S t r e e t  o u t  t o  Concord 
P o i n t ,  and S p r i n g  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  meet inghouse  c e n t e r .  I n  1811 ,  a  
new b r i d g e  was b u i l t  ove r  t h e  Essex R i v e r ,  two t o  t h r e e  r o d s  
s o u t h w e s t  of t h e  o l d  one.  I n  1823,  a  second  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h i s  
w i t h  a  24 f o o t  draw. 1820 saw t h e  Essex  Canal  Company 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  and a  c a n a l  opened from t h e  Chebacco R i v e r  t o  Fox 
Creek.  The c a n a l  was 1 / 2  mile long  and i t s  p u r p o s e  was t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of lumber f rom t h e  Merrimack H i n t e r l a n d .  I n  1811 
t h e  Causeway was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  now jo in i r ig  Essex c e n t e r  w i t h  Sou th  
Essex .  I t  was r e p a i r e d  i n  1824. 

The G r e a t  Br idge  b u i l t  ( o v e r  t h e  Essex  R i v e r )  i n  1824 was a  wooden 
d rawbr idge  w i t h  two s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  draw b e i n g  opened by  means of a  
c h a i n  and w i n d l a s s  a r r angemen t .  

B. Povula  t ion  

Essex  was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  1810. P o p u l a t i o n  i n  Essex  
i n c r e a s e d  from 1107 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1820 t o  1333 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
1830  w i t h  a  growth r a t e  of 20 .42%.  I n  1820 Essex  c o n t a i n e d  1 .48% 
of t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of Essex  County.  T h i s  f i g u r e  r o s e  t o  
1 .62% i n  1830. 

A t o t a l  of 105 Chebacco men s e r v e d  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  
war a  group  l e f t  t h e  town f o r  Londonderry,  N.H.  between 1785-1790. 

A s econd  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  was formed i n  1808 ,  of t h e  l i b e r a l  
C h r i s  t i a n  denomina t ion ,  v iewing  t o  " l a y  a s i d e  a l l  p a r t y  names", 
and r e l a t e d  t o  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  Vermont, and 
a c t i v e  u n t i l  1827. In  1829 a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  was formed.  
The town had s i x  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  b y  m i d - p e r i o d ,  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  
s t a r t  a L a t i n  s c h o o l  i n  1806. A S o c i a l  L i b r a r y  was formed i n  1802 
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  Deba t ing  S o c i e t y  i n  1829. A L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  was a l s o  
a c t i v e  u n t i l  1837.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

By 1800,  I p s w i c h ' s  Chebacco P a r i s h  ( t h e  a r e a  of contemporary  
Essex )  c l a imed  t h r e e  nodes of s e t t l e m e n t  and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  
e a c h  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r  and e a c h  c l a i m i n g  an independen t  s choo lhouse .  
To t h e  wes t  was t h e  F a l l s  D i s t r i c t ,  a t  Apple S t r e e t  and Western 
Avenue. By c e n t u r y ' s  b e g i n n i n g  i t  was a l r e a d y  an a r e a  b u s t l i n g  
w i t h  s a w m i l l s ,  shops  and s h i p b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y .  North of t h e  
r i v e r ,  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  end of t h e  Causeway a t  Mar t in  S t r e e t ,  was 
t h e  town's  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  and p r imary  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial  
f o c u s .  To t h e  e a s t  was t h e  a r e a  of con tempora ry  South  E s s e x ,  on 
t h e  Causeway's e a s t e r n  end a t  Main and S o u t h e r n  Avenue. 
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Main S t r e e t  between Mar i t ime  S t r e e t  and Western  Avenue, h a v i n g  
a t t r a c t e d  t h e  town's  mee t inghouse  and Nor th  D i s t r i c t  s c h o o l h o u s e  
b y  1800,  was a l s o  t h e  F e d e r a l  town's  d e n s e s t  c o r r i d o r  of  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  Inasmuch a s  Essex  c e n t e r ' s  P i c k e r i n g ,  
Winthrop ,  Lower Western Avenue and Mar i t ime S t r e e t  were a l l  of 
p o s t - F e d e r a l  o r i g i n ,  i t  was t o  upper  Weste rn  Avenue, and S t o r y  and 
Spr ing  S t r e e t s  t h a t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a t t r a c t e d .  
Al though a  s e c o n d a r y  f o c u s  of s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  o c c u r r e d  a t  Main 
S t r e e t  and Sou the rn  and E a s t e r n  Avenues i n  S o u t h  Essex ,  d i s p e r s e d  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  remained p e r s i s  t e n t  t h rough  t h e  end of t h e  
p e r i o d  . 
During  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  p r i m a r y  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  s h i f t e d  from t h e  F a l l s  a r e a  t o  t h e  Causeway ( t h u s  
accommodating t h e  l a r g e r  s i z e  of c o n s t r u c t e d  b o a t s ) .  A s  s u c h ,  
Essex F a l l s  began i t s  r e l a t i v e  d e c l i n e  i n  impor t ance  w i t h i n  t h e  
town, and South  E s s e x ,  i t s  a s c e n t .  The town's  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  
1819 s p a r k e d  a  decade  of improvements t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e .  The 
c h a p e l  of t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  church  was e r e c t e d  i n  1820;  t h e  
town 's  powderhouse,  a l s o  1820;  a  f i r e h o u s e  i n  1824. A p o s t  o f f i c e  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1821 and a  poor f a r m  i n  1825. By 1831 ,  Essex  
c l a imed  157 d w e l l i n g  houses  and 8000 s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t  of wharves .  

D.  Economic Base 

The p r i n c i p a l  economic a c t i v i t i e s  of Essex  i n h a b i t a n t s  were 
f a r m i n g ,  boa t - b u i l d i n g  and f i s h i n g .  Because much of t h e  town 's  
l a n d  was cove red  by  marsh ,  f a r m e r s  were of n e c e s s i t y  engaged 
p r i m a r i l y  i n  s t o c k - r a i s i n g  . Because an imal  husbandry  was l e s s  
t ime  consuming t h a n  c u l t i v a t i o n  of t h e  s o i l  t h e s e  same f a r m e r s  
a l s o  made s h o e s ,  f i s h e d  and b u i l t  b o a t s .  

The marshes  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town were e x c e l l e n t  l a n d  
f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of a  l a r g e  s a l t  hay c rop .  "The p r o d i g i o u s  
o u t p u t  of t h e s e  t i d e w a t e r  f i e l d s  enab led  Chebacco t o  s u p p o r t  a  
l a r g e  l i v e s t o c k  p o p u l a t i o n  and . .  . t o  e x p o r t  hay t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  
communit ies"  ( J e d r e y  1979:62) .  Sheep were t h e  c h i e f  an ima l  r a i s e d  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  According t o  J e d r e y ,  s a l t  hay  was a  f i n e  
food  s o u r c e  f o r  a  n o n - d a i r y i n g  an ima l  l i k e  sheep .  A t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  were abou t  1000 sheep  and t h e  v a s t  
m a j o r i t y  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c r e s  were devo ted  t o  t h e s e  and o t h e r  
an ima l s  a s  p a s t u r e  o r  mowing l a n d .  Wool, a c c o r d i n g l y ,  was an 
i m p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t .  A m i l l  f o r  c a r d i n g  t h i s  wool was 
o p e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Some sheep  were  a l s o  e x p o r t e d  l i v e  t o  
West I n d i e s .  Only a b o u t  1 0 %  of fa rm l a n d  was devo ted  t o  t i l l a g e  
and t h i s  was c u l t i v a t e d  f o r  domes t i c  consumption.  Two g r i s t m i l l s  
ground l o c a l l y  grown g r a i n s .  

S p a r e  t ime and economic n e c e s s i t y  caused  Essex  f a r m e r s  t o  t u r n  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b o a t - b u i l d i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and shoemaking. Winter  
months were p r o b a b l y  devo ted  t o  shoemaking and t h e  warmer s eason  
t o  making and u s i n g  s m a l l  f i s h i n g  b o a t s .  Essex  r e s i d e n t s  d e s i g n e d  
and b u i l t  t h e  reknowned "Chebacco boa t " .  P r i o r  t o  1800 more than  
2000 of t h e s e  b o a t s  were i n  u se  a round Cape Ann. I n  t h a t  y e a r  
f o r t y  b o a t s  were engaged b y  Essex  men i n  f i s h i n g  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
s h o r e .  Over t h e  n e x t  q u a r  t e r - c e n t u r y  s m a l l  b o a t - b u i l d i n g  d e c l i n e d  
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a s  t h e  cod and mackerel  i n d u s t r y  d i m i n i s h e d .  Beginning  i n  t h e  
1 8 2 0 ' s  l a r g e r  v e s s e l s  were  b u i l t  i n  Essex  and a  s h i p  y a r d  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  F a l l  ls l a n d i n g .  In  1821 t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s  of t h e  
Essex  Canal  were  i n c o r p o r a t e d  and a  1 / 2  m i l e  l o n g  c a n a l  was dug 
from t h e  Essex R ive r  t o  t h e  Ipswich  R i v e r ,  t h u s  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t  of i n e x p e n s i v e  s h i p t i m b e r  f rom i n t e r i o r  New England.  I n  
1828 f o r t y  v e s s e l s  were cons t r u c  ted by l o c a l  s h i p s  c a r p e n t e r s ,  
s e r v i c e d  by  s e v e r a l  s a w m i l l s .  

Boat and s h i p b u i l d i n g  and f i s h i n g  prompted t h e  development  of rope  
and l i n e  manufac tu r ing  i n  Essex.  The re  were a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
ropewa lks  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  two p r i o r  t o  1820 and 
a n o t h e r  i n  1825. Other  a n c i l l a r y  c r a f t s  i n c l u d e d  b l acksmi  t h i n g  
and t h e  manufac tu re  of s a i l s ,  pumps, b l o c k s  and m a s t s .  A t a n y a r d  
o r  two would a l s o  have  been formed i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  town. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Only a  s m a l l  number of houses  a r e  d a t e d  t o  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Most common s u r v i v a l s  a r e  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y ,  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney h o u s e s .  A h i p - r o o f e d  example of 
t h e  c e n t e r  chimney form i s  known. S m a l l e r  house  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  2 6 
1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  f i v e  bay and c e n t e r  e n t r y  f a c a d e ,  b u t  u t i l i z e  L -p lans  
and combine an i n t e r i o r  and a  r e a r w a l l  chimney. An i s o l a t e d  
example is known of a  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  t h r e e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  house  
of 1 6 1 / 2  s t o r i e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The r e u n i t e d  p a r i s h  b u i l t  a  new meet inghouse  i n  
1793,  measu r ing  44 x  62 f e e t  w i t h  26 f o o t  s t u d s ;  i t s  tower was 90 
f e e t  t a l l  and 1 2  f e e t  s q u a r e  and a  po rch  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  wes t  
end. A s m a l l  h e a r s e  house  d a t i n g  t o  1819 is a  g a b l e  r o o f e d  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  wide e n t r y .  A c h a p e l  was b u i l t  n e x t  door  i n  
1820,  measured 24 x 36 f e e t ,  and housed an a u d i e n c e  room, l i b r a r y ,  
and s e l e c t m e n ' s  o f f i c e .  The C h r i s t i a n  S o c i e t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
meet inghouse  i n  1809 ,  a  p l a i n  s t r u c t u r e  o f  30 f e e t  s q u a r e  w i t h  a  
f l a t  r o o f ;  i t  was t a k e n  down i n  1843. A t h i r d  s c h o o l  was b u i l t  
s o u t h  of t h e  r i v e r  i n  1779. T h i s  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  n o r t h  
s c h o o l h o u s e  were r e b u i l t  i n  1801; t h e  l a t t e r  was 20 f e e t  s q u a r e  
w i t h  n i n e  f o o r  s t u d s ,  a  chimney, h i p  r o o f ,  a  s i x  windows. When 
t h e  s o u t h  d i s t r i c t  was s u b d i v i d e d  i n  1811 ,  two new schoo lhouses  
were b u i l t ;  t h e  e a s t e r n  s c h o o l  was 16 x  20 f e e t .  A powderhouse 
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1820. The poor fa rm purchased  i n  1825 measured 
30 x SO f e e t .  

Indus  t r i a l  : T h e r e  were  many o u t b u i l d i n g s  used  by  f a r m e r s  engaged 
i n  making "Chebacco b o a t s .  " S e v e r a l  s m a l l  shoe  and b l a c k s m i t h s  ' 
s h o p s  a l s o  d o t t e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  Three  ropewalks  were  b u i l t  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  one a t  Essex  F a l l s  and two a t  t h e  Nor th  End. 
Nearby t h e  Burnham ropewalk a t  t h e  F a l l s  was t h e  Burnham 
g r i s t m i l l ,  b e f o r e  1794,  and t h e  Burnham t a n y a r d .  Another  t a n y a r d  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  n e a r  t h e  brook  by t h e  o l d  b u r y i n g  ground e a s t  of 
Main S t r e e t .  A s h i p y a r d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1823 a t  F a l l s  
Landing.  Another  s h i p y a r d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1810; t h e  workshop 
of t h i s  y a r d ,  a  2 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  c l a p b o a r d  s t r u c t u r e  s t a n d s  on 
E a s t e r n  Ave. a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Goodwin C o u r t .  I n  1823 a  
saw and g r i s t m i l l  and a  wharf 325 f e e t  l ong  were b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  
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b r i d g e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Chebacco ( ~ s s e x )  R i v e r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  town 
c e n t e r .  A wool c a r d i n g  m i l l  was a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  h i s  s i t e ,  c a .  
1800. A wool f u l l i n g  m i l l  was b u i l t  on t h e  Essex R i v e r  n e a r  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Apple S t r e e t  and Western Ave p r i o r  t o  1794. The 
S t o r y  Sawmil l  was a l s o  b u i l t  on t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  c a .  1836. Another  
sawmil l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Apple  and Andrews S t r e e t  p r i o r  t o  1794. 

VII I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

By 1836,  Essex  r e s i d e n t s  en joyed  d a i l y  s t a g e  coach s e r v i c e  t o  
Salem,  and s e r v i c e  t h r e e  t imes  a  week t o  b o t h  Ipswich and  
G l o u c e s t e r .  A 1  though t h e  town had been u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  1844 ,  1850 
and 1865/1866 t o  a t t r a c t  r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e ,  by  1867, a  d a i l y  s t a g e  
f rom Essex  t o  Manches te r  a l l owed  r e s i d e n t s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  
R a i l r o a d  l i n e .  

I n  1856 ,  Mar i t ime  S t r e e t  was l a i d  o u t ,  j o i n i n g  t h e  F a l l s  D i s t r i c t  
w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  S o u t h e r n  Avenue was l a i d  o u t  ( t o  
Manches t e r )  i n  1867. O t h e r  r o a d s ,  l a i d  o u t  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
development  and new t o  t h e  p e r i o d ,  were S c h o o l  Cosswe l l ,  Winthrop 
and upper  P i c k e r i n g  S t r e e t s .  I n  1831 ,  Essex  c l a imed  8000 
s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t  of wharves  ( a t  F a l l s  Landing n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e )  
which were mos t ly  t a k e n  up i n  s h i p b u i l d i n g .  I n  1842,  t h e  G r e a t  
Br idge  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of i t s  p i e r s )  was c o m p l e t e l y  r e b u i l t .  
I n  1866 ,  t h e  abutments  were  r e t a i n e d  b u t  a  new f o u n d a t i o n  was 
l a i d .  The b r i d g e ,  t h e  t h i r d  on t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e ,  now c o n s i s t e d  of 
n e a r l y  l e v e l  roadway. 

P o p u l a t i o n  

Essex  grew m o d e r a t e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  of t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  expanding  from 1333 i n  1830 t o  1701 i n  1860. During t h e  
f i n a l  10 y e a r s  t h e  t o t a l  f e l l  t o  1614 by  1870. t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
i n  t h e  town e q u a l l e d  7 .6% i n  1855,  and was e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  be tween  
t h e  I r i s h - b o r n  and C a n a d i a n s ,  w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l  h a n d f u l  of 
E n g l i s h .  By 1865 t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  f e l l  t o  5.1% w i t h  d e c r e a s e s  i n  
e a c h  group .  

The 1840s  were  pe rhaps  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  most a c t i v e  f o r  s o c i a l  and 
r e fo rm movements. The C h r i s t i a n  S o c i e t y  was r e v i v e d  i n  1849.  
Temperance o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  p o p u l a r i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Essex Washingtonian  T o t a l  A b s t i n e n c e  S o c i e t y  (1842) f o l l o w e d  b y  
t h e  Sons of Temperence (1849) .  I n  1851 t h e  town o r g a n i z e d  a  
Lyceum, which i n  1856 merged w i t h  t h e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  
1860 s e a s o n a l  v i s i t o r s  began t o  f r e q u e n t  Conomo P o i n t .  I n c l u d i n g  
r e i n l i s t m e n t s ,  t h e  town s e n t  149 men t o  t h e  C i v i l  War and among 
t h e s e  l o s t  18 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Growth c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o c u s  i n  t h e  Essex  Cen te r -Sou th  Essex  a r e a .  
While t h e  F a l l s  d i s t r i c t  saw t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  new s c h o o l h o u s e  
(1832)  and  b r i c k  m i l l  (1832)  and b r i c k  m i l l  (1834)  i t  was n o t  
u n t i l  Essex F a l l s  was d i r e c t l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  Meet inghouse  C e n t e r  
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( v i a  M a r t i n  S t r e e t ,  1856)  t h a t  i t s  growth a g a i n  commenced. 
Meanwhile t h e  Causeway v i c i n i t y  became t h e  f o c u s  of commerc ia l ,  
c i v i c  and r e s i d e n t i a l  development  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and  Essex and 
South  E s s e x ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  an u n i n t e r r u p t e d  c o r r i d o r  of s e t t l e m e n t  
a c t i v i t y .  

A s  s h i p b u i l d i n g  r e a c h e d  i t  peak a t  mid-peak ,  improvements t o  t h e  
town were many. I n  1832,  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  was moved from t h e  
mee t inghouse  c e n t e r  t o  t h e  Causeway a r e a  ( a p p r o p r i a t e l y  between 
Essex and S o u t h  Essex )  ; i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e ,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
c h u r c h  was e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  t h e  mee t ingouse  r emode l l ed  (1842-1853) ,  
and t h e  S p r i n g  S t r e e t  Cemetery l a i d  o u t  (1852) .  With i n c r e a s i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  town, i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  t h e  Nor th  School  
D i s t r i c t  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two and between 1830 and 1845,  new 
s c h o o l h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s .  A B a p t i s t  chape l  was e r e c t e d  
i n  S o u t h  Essex (1849) ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e h o u s e  b u i l t  a t  
Thompson's I s l a n d  91851)  and  a  new powderhouse b u i l t  ( 1834) .  The 
w e s t e r n  Causeway (Main S t r e e t  a t  P i c k e r i n g ) c o n t i n u e d  i t s  
development  a s  t h e  town's  p r i m a r y  commercial  f o c u s .  

The f o c u s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n d u s t r y ,  
s h i f t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  from e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  With t h e  opening  of 
M a r t i n  S t r e e t  (1856)  and t h e  F a l l s  D i s t r i c t  ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  m i l l  
a c t i v i t y ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d e r s  were a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of 
Western Avenue w i t h  S t o r y ,  Apple and Marine S t r e e t s .  E l sewhere ,  
South  E s s e x  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  s u r g e  of r e s i d e n t i a l  
deve lopment ,  w i t h  d w e l l i n g s  e x t e n d i n g  from t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  a t  
t h e  Causeway (Main S t r e e t )  t o  Upper S o u t h e r n  Ave. I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i  t i e s  i n c r e a s e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  
Nor the rn  Avenue, S p r i n g  and Main S t r e e t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  new Mar i t ime 
and u p p e r  P i c k e r i n g  S t r e e t s  a t t r a c t e d  b u i l d e r s  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
t h e  r i v e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1860 ,  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  use  a s  
summer c o t t a g e s  were e r e c t e d  on Conomo P o i n t .  

D.  Economic Base 

Farming and s h i p b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  domina te  t h e  economy. While 
t h e  number of  men employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of f a r m e r s  among a l l  o c c u p a t i o n s  
d e c l i n e d  from 47% i n  1840 t o  39% i n  1865. Meanwhile,  t h e  number 
of  men i n  s h i p b u i l d i n g  (and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  g e n e r a l l y )  a l m o s t  
doubled  t o  330 and t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  grew from 45% t o  6 1 % .  

I n  1831 t h e r e  were 7007 a c r e s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  Equal amounts 
( 4 2 % )  were c u l t i v a t e d  (hay  and t i l l a g e )  and u n c u l t i v a t e d  
( p a s t u r a g e  and o t h e r  unimproved l a n d )  w h i l e  t h e  r ema in ing  1 6 %  was 
woodland. Sheep f a r m i n g  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  tenuous  a s  t h e  p e r i o d  
advanced.  The number of s h e e p  f e l l  t o  o n l y  168  i n  1831 and t o  a  
mere 50 i n  1865. In  f a c t ,  an imal  husbandry  i n  g e n e r a l  was 
d e c l i n i n g .  The number of a l l  l i v e s t o c k  was 35% lower  i n  1865 t h a n  
i n  1831. T h i s  was accompanied by  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a c r e s  of 
p a s t u r a g e .  N o n e t h e l e s s  t h e  tonnage  of hay  c u l  t i v a t e d  a c t u a l l y  
i n c r e a s e d ,  presumably f o r  s a l e  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns.  L ikewise  t h e  
g r a i n  h a r v e s t  i n c r e a s e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  By 1875 t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  of l a n d  under  c u l t i v a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  46% and 
p a s t u r e  and unimproved had d e c r e a s e d  t o  3 3 % .  Hay and d a i r y  
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p r o d u c t s  accoun ted  f o r  61% of  t h e  $92,921 a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t  i n  
1865. Other  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  were b a r l e y ,  c o r n ,  p o t a t o e s ,  
a p p l e s  and d r e s s e d  meat .  

S h i p b u i l d i n g  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n  th roughou t  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  employing  200 men i n  1832 and 150 men i n  1865. The 
s i z e  of v e s s e l s  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  a s  t h e  p e r i o d  advanced.  From 
1832-1837 s c h o o n e r s  a v e r a g i n g  57 t o n s  were  b u i l t .  A t  t h e  peak of 
s h i p b u i l d i n g ,  1851-1853. 160  v e s s e l s  a v e r a g i n g  75 t o n s  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a b o u t  1 2  s h i p y a r d s .  S i x  wha l ing  s i p s  were a l s o  
b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The t h r e e  r o p e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  remained 
i n  b u s i n e s s  t h roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  Other  r e l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n s  were  
b l acksmi  t h i n g ,  c a u l k i n g ,  e n g r a v i n g  and p a i n t i n g .  W i  t h  i t s  
a n c i l l a r y  c r a f t s  t h e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  accoun ted  f o r  85% of 
t h e  manufac tu r ing  p r o d u c t  i n  1845 and i n  1865. 

Essex men a l s e  engaged i n  a  s m a l l  f i s h i n g  and clamming b u s i n e s s .  
I n  1845 ,  27 v e s s e l s  f i s h e d  o u t  of  Essex .  C lam-d igge r s  g a t h e r e d  
a b o u t  2000 b a r r e l l s  p e r  y e a r  from 1848-68,  s e l l i n g  them p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  b a i t  i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  O t h e r  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  shoe  making on 
a  s m a l l  s c a l e  ( t h e r e  were  18 shoe  shops i n  1831) ,  t a n n i n g  and 
m a n u f a c t u r e  of b a r k ,  and c o o p e r i n g  ( t h r e e  c o o p e r s  i n  1831) .  I n  
1831 t h e r e  were t h r e e  s a w m i l l s ,  two g r i s t m i l l s ,  a c a r d i n g  m i l l ,  a  
b a r k  and h i d e  m i l l  and n i n e  b l a c k s m i t h s  shops .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b u i l d e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a v o r  
f a m i l i a r  forms i n c l u d i n g  2 & 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
h o u s e s  i n  b o t h  doub le  p i l e  and L-p lan  forms .  The new form 
i n t r o d u c e d  h e r e  is t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  t h r e e  b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  h o u s e ,  
h e r e  f a v o r i n g  t h e  2 6 1 / 2  s t o r y  v e r s i o n .  S m a l l e r  g a b l e  r o o f e d  
houses  were  b u i l t ,  1 6 1 / 2  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h r e e  b a y s ,  and w i t h  ex t ended  s t u d  h e i g h t .  Most examples  a r e  
ornamented w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  e l e m e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  c o r n e r  p i l a s t e r s ,  
wide c o r n i c e  b o a r d s ,  and doorhoods , and p a n e l l e d  p i l a s t e r s .  An 
e x c e p t i o n a l  I t a l i a n a t e  house  i s  a  2 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  h i p  r o o f e d  h o u s e  
w i t h  a  t h r e e  b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  f a c a d e .  Small  h u n t i n g  c o t t a g e s  were 
b u i l t  by  s e a s o n a l  v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e  1860s on Conomo P o i n t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  meet inghouse  i n  1836,  
which measured 56 x  42 f e e t ,  w i t h  tower w i t h  vane  was 75 f e e t .  
The C h r i s t i a n  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  C e n t u r y  Chapel which 
measured 40 x  46 f e e t .  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  r emode l l ed  by  
t u r n i n g  and r a i s i n g  i t s  church  t o  two s t o r i e s  i n  1842,  removing 
i t s  porch  i n  1846,  add ing  a  new s p i r e  i n  1852 ,  and add ing  f r e s c o e s  
t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n  1853. S c h o o l s  were a l s o  r e b u i l t :  t h e  new 
s c h o o l h o u s e  a t  t h e  F a l l s  measured 33 X 30 f e e t  w i t h  11 f o o t  s tuds ;  
t h e  1845 Thompson's I s l a n d  School  had two rooms,  and was r a i s e d  
t o  two s t o r i e s  i n  1850 ;  t h e  1841 Sou th  School  is unknown i n  
a p p e a r a n c e ;  n o r  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  1847 E a s t  School .  
The e x t a n t  C e n t e r  Schoo l  (now t h e  S h i p b u i l d i n g  Museum) is  a  2 & 
1 / 2  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  measured 28 x  38 f e e t ;  an e l l  was added i n  
1882. The F a l l s  School  of 1867 is an e x t a n t ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  2 & 1 / 2  
s t o r y ,  t h r e e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  s t r u c t u r e  measur ing  3 1  x  41  f e e t ,  
w i t h  a  30 f o o t  s q u a r e  room on each  s t o r y ,  and a  b e l f r y .  
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Indus  t r i a l  : A t  l e a s t  t e n  s h i p y a r d s  and a s s o c i a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  n e a r  E a s t e r n  Ave. d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  I n  1832 a  s h i p  c a r p e n t e r s  shop ( e x t a n t )  was b u i l t  a t  79 
Western  Ave.; 2  6 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  c l a p b o a r d ,  two b y  t h r e e  bays w i t h  a  
door on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  second f l o o r .  I n  1845 a  ropewalk was 
b u i l t  on Whites  H i l l  b y  t h e  Mears '  Fami ly ;  i n  1847-1848 t h i s  
ropewalk was moved t o  a  s p o t  between Main and  P i c k e r i n g  S t r e e t s  
where i t  s t o o d  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1906.  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The (1866)  Grea t  Br idge  was s t i l l  a  wooden 
b r i d g e ,  i t s  frame e n t i r e l y  of o a k ,  i t s  c o v e r i n g  t i m b e r s  of p i n e ,  
and i t s  roadway cove red  w i t h  f o u r  i n c h  s p r u c e  p l a n k s .  The b r i d g e ,  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time n e a r l y  l e v e l ,  was 72 f e e t  l o n g ,  24 f e e t  wide 
and had a  draw of j u s t  o v e r  1 7  f e e t  w ide .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

I n  1872,  t h e  Essex  Branch of t h e  Boston and Maine R a i l r o a d  t o  
Wensham was opened.  Drawn t o  t h e  town, f i n a l l y ,  by t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
of  t h e  i c e  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  l i n e  came down t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  
r i v e r  and t e r m i n a t e d  a t  Essex  C e n t e r .  I n  1887 t h e  t r a c k  was 
ex t ended  t o  South  E s s e x .  The Essex  and B e v e r l y  S t r e e c  Rai lway 
Company began s e r v i c e  i n  1893 and connec ted  w i t h  t h e  Glouces  t e r  
S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  on one end and t h e  Salem and Lynn S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  
on t h e  o t h e r .  A b ranch  1 i n e  was added t o  Ipswich  ( d a t e  unknown). 

The town 's  c o a s t a l  l o c a t i o n  b o t h  slowed t h e  development  of t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  network and made i t s  main tenance  more c o s t l y .  The 
f i r s t  b r i d g e  t o  Hog I s l a n d  was n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  u n t i l  i n  1880. 
D e s ~ r o y e d  by  s to rm i n  1898 ,  i t  was n e v e r  r e b u i l t .  Between 1900 
and 1909,  t h e  Bay S t a t e  Dredging  Company d redged  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  
of t h e  Essex R i v e r ,  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p a s s a g e  of t h e  now l a r g e r  
b o a t s .  A new road was l a i d  o u t  f rom t h e  road  t o  Conomo P o i n t  
a c r o s s  t h e  marsh t o  Robbins  I s l a n d  i n  1900. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  among 
t h e  new s t r e e t s  l a i d  o u t  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r ,  were  P r o s p e c t  
and Maple S t r e e t s .  A s  l a t e  a s  1914,  most r o a d s  w i t h i n  t h e  town 
were s t i l l  covered  w i t h  g r a v e l .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e y  began t o  b e  
t r e a t e d  w i t h  o i l .  The town 's  major highways r ema in  R t .  133 
( c o n n e c t i n g  Georgetown and G l o u c e s t e r )  and R t .  2 2 .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A t  t h e  end of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  E s s e x ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was o n l y  s l i g h t l y  
h i g h e r  t han  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1830. I n c r e a s i n g  from 1614 p e o p l e  
t o  1677 ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of growth from 1870 t o  1915 was o n l y  
3 .9%.  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e d  , r i s i n g  and 
f a l l i n g  r e p e a t e d l y .  The s m a l l e s t  number of p e o p l e  was 1587 i n  
1895 w h i l e  t h e  h i g h  was 1790 i n  1905. By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
and r e a l  number of f o r e i g n - b o r n  r o s e  s t e a d i l y  f rom 7 .4% i n  1875 t o  
19 .2% i n  1905. Canadians  formed t h e  l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  group  i n  e v e r y  
census  y e a r ,  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  combined E n g l i s h  and I r i s h  t o t a l s .  I n  
1915 t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of f o r e i g n - b o r n  d e c l i n e d  t o  1 5 . 2 % ,  b e g i n n i n g  a  
d e s c e n t  t h a t  would c o n t i n u e  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  Modern P e r i o d .  
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In  1874 a  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  S o c i e t y  and church  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  A C a t h o l i c  Mis s ion  from G l o u c e s t e r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  1914. I n  1894 a  d i s p u t e  be tween  Essex  and So. Essex over  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  new town h a l l  was d e c i d e d  i n  f a v o r  of Essex .  I n  
1874 a  l o c a l  Grange was o r g a n i z e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  l a s t  v e r y  l o n g .  I n  
1890 t h e  f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  Essex  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

With t h e  a r r i v a l  of r a i l r o a d  t r a n s p o r t  i n  1872, t h e  f o c i  of 
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a g a i n  s h i f t e d  from t h e  Causeway and i t s  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  t o  t h o s e  a r e a s  s o u t h  of t h e  r i v e r  now a c c e s s i b l e  t o  
t h e  r a i l r o a d .  By 1884,  t h e  a r e a  from Apple t o  Pond S t r e e t  i n  
Essex  F a l l s  a t t r a c t e d  major  s t eam,  saw and i c e h o u s e s ;  t h e  Essex  
Depot and s p u r  t r a c k s  drew a  shoe manufac to ry ,  and (by 1877)  a t  
Sou th  E s s e x  s p u r s  were  ex t ended  ( a t  Souther11 Ave and School  
S t r e e t )  t o  a  shoe  and box f a c t o r y .  I n  1880,  t h e  t own ' s  b u t c h e r i n g  
b u s i n e s s  was c l u s t e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  n a s c e n t  commercial  c o r r i d o r  
forming  on Mar i t ime  S t r e e t  from Main t o  P i c k e r i n g  S t r e e t s ,  w h i l e  
t h e  town's s u r v i v i n g  s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  remained on t h e  
Causeway . 
I n  t h e  c e n t u r y ' s  f i n a l  decade  and w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  s t r e e t  
r a i l w a y  (1893) ,  t h e  pace  of development  qu ickened .  Essex  High 
School  was b u i l t  (1891)  ; t h e  L i b e r t y  P o l e  (18910;  a  new town h a l l  
(1894)  and an a d d i t i o n a l  shoe f a c t o r y  (1899)  b o t h  e r e c t e d  n e a r  t h e  
Essex  Depot ;  S t .  John  B a p t i s t  Church ( 1 8 9 5 ) .  The f i r s t  t e l ephone  
a r r i v e d  i n  1914;  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  i n  1909;  and S t .  Anne 's  C a t h o l i c  
Church opened i n  1914,  i n  Essex  c e n t e r .  

With Essex now opened t o  t h e  r e g i o n  v i a  r a p i d  t r a n s i t ,  
r e c r e a t i o n a l / t o u r i s t  t r a f f i c  i n c r e a s e d  i n  volume. I n  1876 ,  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  company opened C e n t e n n i a l  Grove, soon a  p o p u l a r  p i c n i c  
and r e s o r t  f a c i l i t y .  Conomo P o i n t  was b u s t l i n g  w i t h  summer 
a c t i v i t y  by  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s  Chebacco Lake, w i t h  o n l y  two h o u s e s  
s i n c e  1865 ,  b y  t h e  end of  t h e  c e n t u r y  had become a  f a v o r e d  
l o c a t i o n  f o r  c o t t a g e s ,  and a  gunning b o o t h  was l o c a t e d  t h e r e .  
Robbins  I s l a n d  ( c .  1900-1910)  and Cross  I s l a n d  (by  1903)  a t t r a c t e d  
summer home b u i l d i n g .  Among t h e  town 's  permanent  r e s i d e n t s ,  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  town was drawn t o  t h o s e  r o a d s  newly l a i d  o u t  
f o r  development  (on Win th rop ,  P r o s p e c t ,  and lower  P i c k e r i n g  
S t r e e t s  i n  Essex  c e n t e r ,  on School  and Cogswell  S t r e e t s  i n  South  
E s s e x ) ,  t o  t h e  town'  r u r a l  p e r i p h e r y  (on  E a s t e r n  Ave toward 
G l o u c e s t e r ,  up N o r t h e r n  Ave, t o  I p s w i c h ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of S o u t h e r n  Avenue t o  Manches t e r )  and appea red  a s  i n f  i l l  
among e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  

D. Economic Base 

The development  of f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  of s h o e s  and t h e  emergence 
of a  commercial  b a s e  were  i m p o r t a n t  e l emen t s  i n  t h e  economic 
e q u a t i o n  a f t e r  1870. While  f a r m i n g  was a  s t e a d y  s o u r c e s  of 
employment (32-33% of  a l l  o c c u p a t i o n s  from 1875 t o  1 9 0 5 ) ,  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  was n o t .  Thus ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  new demand f o r  shoe  
w o r k e r s ,  manufac tu r ing  employment s t e a d i l y  d e c r e a s e d .  A s  a  
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p e r c e n t a g e  of a l l  o c c u p a t i o n s  i t  dropped from 49% i n  1875 t o  39% 
i n  1905. Over t h e  same span  commercial  employment i n c r e a s e d  from 
15% t o  23%.  

Essex  f a r m e r s  a g a i n  t u r n e d  t o  an ima l  husbandry .  Whereas 
p r e v i o u s l y  t h e y  r a i s e d  s h e e p ,  now t h e y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on r a i s i n g  
cows f o r  t h e i r  mi lk .  T h i s  s h i f t  was a t t e n d e d  by  i m p o r t a n t  changes 
i n  l a n d  use .  A f t e r  h a v i n g  f a l l e n  t o  33% i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of p a s t u r e  and unimproved l a n d  jumped t o  55% i n  
1885 (compared t o  a  coun ty  a v e r a g e  o f  4 5 % ) .  Meanwhile t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  of c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  dropped s h a r p l y ,  f rom 46% i n  1875 t o  
2 2 %  i n  1885 (compared t o  coun ty  a v e r a g e  of  3 2 % ) .  Because s a l t  hay  
was n o t  a  good food s o u r c e  f o r  cows ( i  t makes t h e  mi lk  t a s t e  
s o u r ) ,  f a r m e r s  t u r n e d  i n s t e a d  t o  growing co rn  f o r  f o d d e r  and  
s e l l i n g  t h e  s a l t  hay.  B e s i d e s  milk and h a y ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  were  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a p p l e s ,  p o u l t r y  and wood 
(23% of a l l  l a n d  was wooded, t h e  same a s  t h e  coun ty  a v e r a g e  i n  
1885) .  S t i l l  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  and hay  accoun ted  f o r  61% of t h e  
$146,231 t o t a l  v a l u e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods i n  1895. These were  
s o l d  i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  

The demand f o r  f i s h i n g  s c h o o n e r s  enab led  t h e  Essex  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
i n d u s t r y  t o  r e c o v e r  from t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  1870s.  However, 
p r o s p e r i t y  was s h o r t l i v e d .  I n  1885 s e v e n  s h i p y a r d s  made v e s s e l s  
wor th  abou t  $200,000.  Only t en  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e r e  were o n l y  two 
s h i p y a r d s .  The demand f o r  v e s s e l s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  than  Essex 
s c h o o n e r s  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l o c a l  i n d u s t r y .  In  1901 t h e  two 
major  s h i p y a r d s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n l y  30 s h i p s .  While t h e  town 's  
ropemakers  c o n t i n u e d  i n  b u s i n e s s  p roduc ing  s m a l l  -guage r o p e s  and 
f i s h i n g  l i n e s ,  t h e  s h i p b u i l d e r s  began buying  t h e i r  heavy r o p e  
e l s ewhere  c a .  1890.  

Upon t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  S.B. F u l l e r  and Son Shoe Company i n  
1872,  Essex shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  emerged from t h e  c r a f t  t o  t h e  
f a c t o r y  s t a g e .  By 1885 t h r e e  f i r m s  ( p r o b a b l y  F u l l e r  was t h e  
l a r g e s t )  made a l m o s t  $375,000 wor th  of b o o t s  and s h o e s ,  o r  548 o f  
t h e  t o t a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t .  A t  i t s  h e i g h t  t h e  F u l l e r  Company 
employed 125 p e o p l e  who t u r n e d  o u t  a l m o s t  1 / 2  m i l l i o n  p a i r s  and 
t h e  boxes u s i n g  steampowered machinery .  I n  1888 t h e  "upper" 
worke r s  went on s t r i k e  f o r  t h r e e  weeks. I n  r e s p o n s e  t h e  company 
r e o r g a n i z e d  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t u r n i n g  t o  f i r m s  i n  Lynn f o r  c u t t i n g  g  
and f i t t i n g  of shoe  u p p e r s .  T h e r e a f t e r  pe rhaps  a s  many a s  50 
"upper" w o r k e r s  were f o r c e d  t o  f i n d  work i n  t h e  Lynn shoe  
f a c t o r i e s .  D e s p i t e  i t s  e a r l y  s u c c e s s  t h e  F u l l e r  Company was o u t  
of b u s i n e s s  by  t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d .  

E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  when s h i p b u i l d i n g  was s t i l l  t h r i v i n g ,  two 
l a r g e  s team s a w m i l l s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .  These employed s e v e r a l  
peop le  t h roughou t  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d .  During t h e  c i d e r  s e a s o n  b o t h  
of t h e s e  mil ls  manufac tu red  40 ,000  o r  more g a l l o n s  of c i d e r .  
Another  i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s ,  i c e - c u t t i n g ,  deve loped  a round Chebacco 
Pond a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Essex  R a i l r o a d  i n  1872. I c e  
t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  r a i l  t o  Wensham and beyond c o n s t i t u t e d  a  l a r g e  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c  on t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d .  One of 
t h e  town companies ,  t h e  D r i v e r s  Union Company, had a  s t o r a g e  
c a p a c i t y  of 20 ,000  t o n s .  C r a f t s  r e l a t e d  t o  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and 
f i s h i n g  cons t i  t u  t e d  an a d d i  t i o n a l  s o u r c e  of employment. 
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The p r o p e r i t y  a f f o r d e d  by  shoe  and s h i p  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  more than  100% i n c r e a s e  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p roduc t  
v a l u e  from 1875 t o  1885. S i m i l a r l y  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e s e  
i n d u s t r i e s  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  70% d r o p  i n  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  from 
1885 t o  1895. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  B u i l d e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a v o r  t h e  2 & 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  t h r e e  
b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  form th rough  t h e  1870s and 1880s .  A s  
many a s  h a l f  of t h e s e  houses  have  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  e l l  of 2 & 1 / 2  
s t o r i e s  from t h e  r e a r ,  l a t e r a l  w a l l .  Ornament on t h e s e  houses  i s  
e x t r e m e l y  s i m p l e ,  b u t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e  i n  i t s  u s e  
of complex form.  A s m a l l  number of Mansard houses  were b u i l t  i n  
t h e  town, i n c l u d i n g  a  two s t o r y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  example ,  and s e v e r a l  
l a r g e ,  t h r e e  s t o r y ,  f i v e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  examples .  "The 
L igh thouse"  i s  an e x c e p t i o n a l  example of s e a s o n a l  h o u s i n g  i n  t h e  
town, composed of l a r g e  l i g h t h o u s e  shape  w i t h  two s t o r y  
g a l l e r i e s .  O the r  hous ing  i n  t h e  Conomo P o i n t  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  s m a l l  
1 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  and s i d e  g a b l e  c o t t a g e  forms .  Here ( c a .  
1890)  on Cross  I s l a n d  ( c a .  1905)  h o t e l s  were c o n s t r u c t e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The m e t h o d i s t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  church  c a .  1875;  i t  
was r emode l l ed  c a .  1912 ,  b u t  i t r s  appea rance  is  unknown. The 
Roman C a t h o l i c s  r emode l l ed  a  bowl ing  a l l e y  i n t o  S t .  Ann ' s  Church 
i n  1914;  i t s  appea rance  is  unknown. The S h i n g l e  S t y l e  town h a l l  
was b u i l t  i n  1894 from d e s i g n s  b y  Frank W .  Wes t o n ;  i t  i s  r a i s e d  on 
a  f i e l d s t o n e  basemen t ,  and i s  a  l a r g e  s q u a r e  tower w i t h  c o r n e r  
t u r r e t s  and ogee  r o o f .  W i  th  t h e  f  orma t i o n  of a  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  
1890 a  s c h o o l  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown. 
A new poor fa rm was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1901;  i t  i s  a  2 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  
b l o c k  w i t h  h i g h  h i p  r o o f ,  and a  p r o j e c t i n g  f r o n t i s p i e c e  of two 
s t o r i e s  and two b a y s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The F u l l e r  Shoe F a c t o r y  (1872)  was a  t h r e e  s t o r y  
(wood o r  b r i c k )  b u i l d i n g ,  35 x  63 f e e t .  I n  1880 a  t h r e e  s t o r y  
a d d i t i o n  ( 2 8  x  75 f e e t )  was e r e c t e d  on S o u t h e r n  Ave o p p o s i t e  
School  S t .  (no  r e m a i n s ) .  The P r o c t o r  Shoe Company e r e c t e d  a  
f a c t o r y  beh ind  t h e  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  p r i o r  t o  1884 ( n o  r e m a i n s ) .  The 
S t o r y  steampowered Sawmil l  ( e x t a n t )  on Western  Ave n e a r  Essex  
F a l l s  was e r e c t e d  i n  1872. T h e r e  a r e  two 1 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  b r i c k  
m i l l s  w i t h  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s ;  on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  s m a l l e r  m i l l  (75  
x  25 f e e t  app rox .  ) i s  a  l a r g e  chimney; t h e  o t h e r  m i l l  measures  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200 x  25 f e e t .  The 1836 S t o r y  Sawmil l ,  which s t o o d  
n e a r b y ,  c o l l a p s e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1890s .  A s econd  s team sawmil l  (no  
r e m a i n s )  was e r e c t e d  n e a r  t h e  F u l l e r  Company on S o u t h e r n  Ave. 
C i d e r  m i l l s  were  a l s o  e r e c t e d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  two s team 
mills. S t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  t h e  town i c e  companies were b u i l t  
n e a r  Chebacco Pond. B u i l d i n g s  r e l a t e d  t o  s h i p b u i l d i n g  were  a l s o  
b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  Of t h e  t h r e e  d e p o t s  of t h e  Boston and Maine 
R a i l r o a d  w i t h i n  t h e  town ( i n  Essex F a l l s  s o u t h  of Apple S t r e e t  arid 
Weste rn  Ave, i n  Essex  C e n t e r  beh ind  t o d a y ' s  town h a l l ,  and i n  
Sou th  Essex  wes t  of Main S t r e e t  and S o u t h e r n  Ave) ,  none s u r v i v e .  
A c a r  b a r n  f o r  t h e  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y ,  l o c a t e d  i n  Essex  F a l l s  a t  
Western Ave and Apple S t r e e t ,  no l o n g e r  s u r v i v e s .  
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X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

I n  t h e  1920s p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  began t o  f e e l  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  
of t h e  a u t o m o b i l e .  Al though t h e  Conomo S t a t i o n  was r e p a i r e d  a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  Boston and Maine r a i l r o a d  had t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  town 
f o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  I n  1942 t r a i n  s e r v i c e  was d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  
and bus s e r v i c e  t o  B e v e r l y  and G l o u c e s t e r  began .  A 1  though bus 
t r a n s p o r t  t o  B e v e r l y  was soon d i s c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  of poor r o a d s ,  
s e r v i c e  t o  G l o u c e s t e r  r ema ins .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1940s  an a i r p o r t  
o p e r a t e d  f o r  a  s h o r t  t ime  i n  n o r t h e r n  Essex .  I n  1945,  t h e  Essex  
R i v e r  was a g a i n  d r e d g e d ,  and i n  1949 a  new b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on 
Apple S t r e e t .  

I n  1924 ,  e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s  were made t o  R t .  133  f rom t h e  Ipswich  
l i n e  t o  Essex  C e n t e r .  To e a s e  a b r u p t n e s s  of t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  
M a r t i n  and Main S t r e e t s  a s  R t .  133  t u r n e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  Causeway, 
t h e  C a t h o l i c  Chapel was moved back from t h e  road  and a n o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g  moved n e a r e r  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  Because of t h e  volume of 
t o u r i s t  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  b y  1945,  c o n g e s t i o n  had become a  
major  problem on Route  133  a t  t h e  Essex  Causeway. Route 128  had 
been p l anned  a s  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  By t h e  m i d - f o r t i e s ,  c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l  
highway had been comple t ed ,  t o  E s s e x ,  and b y  1954,  i t  ex tended  t o  
G l o u c e s t e r .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

C o n t i n u i n g  a  t r e n d  of f l u c t u a t i n g  d e c l i n e  begun a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of Essex f e l l  by  17 .4% between 1915 and 
1940 f rom 1677 t o  1384. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  g rowth  recommenced, and 
between 1940 and t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town's  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  47% r i s i n g  t o  2034 r e s i d e n t s .  For t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a  
whole ,  t h e  town logged  a  growth  r a t e  o f  2 1 % .  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  of 
Essex  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  15 .2% of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1915. Invo lved  i n  
a  20 th  c e n t u r y  t r e n d  of  d e c l i n e ,  by 1940,  t h i s  f i g u r e  had f a l l e n  
t o  6 .6% of t h e  1915 f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  S c o t t i s h  immigrants  
accoun ted  f o r  59% of t h e  t o t a l .  

I n  1925 ,  a n  Essex  Grange was o r g a n i z e d  and i n  1926 i t s  L a d i e s 1  
A u x i l l i a r y  was a l s o  o r g a n i z e d ;  t h e  American Legion moved i n t o  t h e  
o l d  C e n t e r  School  b u i l d i n g  (1935) ; t h e  Essex  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1937. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Al though e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  growth had s lowed t o  such  an e x t e n t  
t h a t  Essex  l o s t  n o t  o n l y  i t s  r a i l  s e r v i c e s  (by 1932)  and i t s  h i g h  
s c h o o l  ( 1 9 4 0 ) ,  t h e  town's  s e a s o n a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e d  to  i n c r e a s e .  By 1926,  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  b o o t h s  hawked f r i e d  
c lams on t h e  Causeway; a  g o l f  c o u r s e  was opened (1932)  ; t h e  number 
of p l e a s u r e  b o a t s  on t h e  r i v e r  was i n c r e a s i n g ;  and b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  
town's  summer homes s e c t i o n s  a t  Conomo P o i n t  and Chebacco Lake, 
c o n t i n u e d  . 
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With t h e  comple t ion  of Route  128 i n  1954 ,  n o t  o n l y  was t h e  s n a r l  
o f  a u t o m o b i l e s  p l a g u i n g  t h e  Nor th  S h o r e  r e l i e v e d ,  b u t  Essex  became 
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  commuting p o p u l a t i o n s  from t h e  g r e a t e r  Bos ton  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Area .  A s  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  s o  d i d  
improvement w i t h i n  t h e  town. The U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church,  h a v i n g  
bu rned  i n  1946,  was r e b u i l t  ( c .  1950-1955) ; a  new C a t h o l i c  church  
b u i l d i n g  was d e d i c a t e d  (1951)  ; t h e  Burnham L i b r a r y  r e n o v a t e d  
( 1 9 5 3 ) ;  t h e  l a n d  of  t h e  Essex  S t a t i o n  was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  pa rk  
(1949)  ; t h e  Essex Schoo l  was b u i l  t  ( c a  1950-55)  ; R i c h a r d s o n ' s  H a l l  
was pu rchased  by  t h e  Grange and r e n o v a t e d  (1938/1939) .  Mar t in  
S t r e e t  be tween  P i c k e r i n g  and Main S t r e e t s  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  t own ' s  
d e n s e s t  commercial  c o r r i d o r ,  b u t  such  a c t i v i t i e s  now ex tended  
u n i n t e r r u p t e d  from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Nor the rn  and Western 
Avenues a l o n g  Main S t r e e t ,  a c r o s s  t h e  Causeway and i n t o  South  
Essex a s  f a r  a s  Grove S t r e e t .  

D .  Economic Base 

The d e c l i n e  of E s s e x l s  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d .  Both 
f a rming  and manufac tu r ing  had p r a c t i c a l l y  ceased  by  t h e  end of t h e  
p e r i o d .  A few fa rms  c o n t i n u e d  i n  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  d a i r y i n g  
cons t i  t u t i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t y .  There  were  a l s o  t h r e e  
p o u l t r y  f a rms  i n  1944. From 1915 t o  1955 t h e  number of p e o p l e  
employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  f e l l  f rom 223 t o  a b o u t  5  - 10.  I n  1921 
c l am-d igg ing  and t h e  manufac tu re  of f i s h i n g  l i n e  were s t i l l  
impor t an  t  a c t i v i  t i e s ,  a s  was some s h i p b u i l d i n g .  A decendan t  of  
one of t h e  e a r l i e s  ropemakers  r a n  t h e  Mears Improved L i n e  Company 
which s o l d  f i s h i n g  l i n e s  n a t i o n a l l y .  By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  
w h o l e s a l e  and r e t a i l  t r a d e  employed t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Essex  worke r s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  No 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  homes have  been  i n v e n t o r i e d .  New 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of h o u s i n g  was a p p a r e n t l y  l i m i  ted  t o  new summer 
c o t t a g e s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  1 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  fo rms .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The U n i v e r s a l i s t  chu rch  was r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s  
i n  1930,  b u t  burned  i n  1946; i t s  r e p l a c e m e n t s  appea rance  is  
c u r r e n t l y  unknown. In  1951 a  new Roman C a t h o l i c  chu rch  was b u i l t  
i n  a  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e .  

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The Essex  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e s  numbered s t r u c t u r e s  th rough 2 50 b u t  
many forms a r e  m i s s i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f i l e  25 t o  50,  and t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of forms i n  t h e  f o l d e r  of h i g h e r  numbers. Few 2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e s  have  been  i n c l u d e d .  

I n  t h e  Main S t r e e t / C a u s e w a y  v i c i n i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  a  t h o r o u g h l y  
commercial  s t r i p ,  i t s  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g  f a b r i c  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d .  Modern s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  few,  and t h e  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  of t h i s  e a r l y  t o u r i s t  s t r i p  i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  
p r e s e r v e d .  I t  i s  t h e  commercial  c o r r i d o r  a t  Mar t in  S t r e e t  
(between Main and P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t )  whose i n t e g r i t y  h a s  b e e n  
s a c r i f i c e d  t o  modern deve lopment .  
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Main S t r e e t  between M a r t i n  and Western S t r e e t s  (one of t h e  t own ' s  
e a r l i e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  f o c i  ) and  s e c o n d a r i l y  Main S t r e e t  i n  South  
Essex ,  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  by  i n f i l t r a t i n g  commercial  
c o n c e r n s .  

XII .  FINDER'S AID 

1. C o l o n i a l / F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  S t o r y  S t r e e t  immedia te ly  
( 1 7 t h  6 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y )  s o u t h  of Be1 c h e r  . 

2 .  C o l o n i a l / F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  Main S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y  
( 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y )  between M a r t i n  and 

Western  Ave 

3 .  C l u s t e r ,  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  Western Ave a t  i n t e r -  
(mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y )  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  w i t h  S t o r y  and 

Mar t i n  S t r e e t s  . 

4. L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  (1870-1900)  Winthrop S t r e e t  between 
r e s i d e n t i a l  Mar t in  and Maple S t r e e t s  

5 .  C o l o n i a l / F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  Western  Ave be tween  
( 1 8 t h  6 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y )  r e s i d e n t i a l  Winthrop  and P i c k e r i n g  

S t r e e t s .  

6 .  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  m a r i t i m e  t o u r i s t  Main S t r e e t  from M a r t i n  
c o r r i d o r ,  t h e  Causeway S t r e e t  t o  South  Essex .  
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