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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: December 1982 Community : Erving 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Erv ing ' s  a r e a  of 1 4  square  mi l e s  i s  t h e  second s m a l l e s t  t o t a l  
f o r  F rank l in  County towns. A l l  bu t  t h e  westernmost and southern- 
most p o r t i o n s  of  town c o n s i s t  of moderate t o  rugged uplands.  
These uplands range between 800 f e e t  and s l i g h t l y  over  1200 
f e e t .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  an unnamed peak (1221 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  
i n  no r theas t e rn  Erving i n  t h e  Erving S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Other 
prominent e l e v a t i o n s  inc lude  H e r m i t  Mountain (1206 f e e t ) ,  
i n  c e n t r a l  Erving,  Ra t t l e snake  Mountain (1067 f e e t )  west  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of F a r l e y ,  and Poplar  Mountain (1021 f e e t )  i n  
southwestern Erving.  Westernmost Erving i s  comprised of f l o o d p l a i n  
and g l a c i a l  l a t e  bottom depos i ted  by t h e  M i l l e r s  and Connecticut  
r i v e r s  and p r e h i s t o r i c  Lake Hitchcock. Seve ra l  smal l  t r a c t s  
of f l o o d p l a i n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Millers River s i t u a t e d  on 
Erv ing ' s  sou thern  border .  

The town's  western  and sou thern  bo rde r s  a r e  d e l i n e a t e d  by 
t h e  Connect icut  and M i l l e r s  r i v e r s .  The r a p i d l y  f lowing M i l l e r s  
River was t h e  s i t e  of t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of E rv ing ' s  19 th  and 
20th cen tury  m i l l  ope ra t ions .  This  r i v e r  i s  fed  by s e v e r a l  
bvooks t h a t  flow west  and sou th  from Erv ing ' s  uplands i n t o  
t h e  waterway. One of t h e s e  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  Keyup Brook, i s  fed  
by Laurel  Lake, t h e  town's  on ly  f reshwater  body. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  E r v i n g ' s  Grant i n  1752 by John Erving 
of Boston from unincorporated Province l a n d s ,  i t s  nor thern  
boundary was a t  t h e  Nor th f i e ld  Line (1685) and southern boundary 
a long M i l l e r s  River  wi th  E rv ingsh i r e  (Wendell) .  The western  
boundary was de f ined  a long Millers River wi th  Montague i n  
1754 and an e a s t e r n  boundary wi th  Warwick i n  1761, w i th  M i l l e r s  
River d i s t r i c t  annexed t o  Orange i n  1837. Incorpora ted  a s  
t h e  town of Erving i n  1838, Hacks Grant was annexed from Nor th f i e ld  
i n  1860 above French King meadows. 

111. HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Erving i s  a  highland i n d u s t r i a l  town a long  a  primary c o r r i d o r  
between Boston and Green f i e ld ;  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e s  a r e  suspected 
a long Millers River a t  French, King meadows and Laurel  Lake. 
I t  was s e t t l e d  a s  E r v i n g ' s  Grant du r ing  t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod ,  
wi th  l i m i t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  on t h e  highlands  from Nor th f i e ld .  
I t  developed a s  a  roads ide  v i l l a g e  a long t h e  F i f t h  Massachusetts  
Turnpike from Athol dur ing  t h e  Federa l  pe r iod  wi th  i t s  economic 
focus  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Erving Center around t h e  M i l l e r s  River 
dam, i nc lud ing  an o r i g i n a l  burying ground and a  few su rv iv ing  
c o t t a g e s .  S i g n i f i c a n t  development occurred dur ing  t h e  Ea r ly  
I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod  wi th  r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  connect ions  a long 
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I V .  

t h e  M i l l e r s  River c o r r i d o r  and expansion of Erving Center 
a s  t h e  c i v i c  and commercial focus ,  i nc lud ing  a  Greek Revival  
church and pe r iod  houses a long Keyup Brook. An important  
economic c e n t e r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Millers F a l l s  from Montague 
a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, wi th  a  l a t e  19 th  cen tury  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t  and secondary focus  a t  Fa r l ey ,  i nc lud ing  suburban 
Shing le  s t y l e  houses and a  r a r e  i r o n  t r u s s  b r idge  of e a r l y  
d a t e .  Erving Center was maintained a s  t h e  l o c a l  c i v i c  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  focus  through t h e  e a r l y  20th cen tury  wi th  b r i c k  
paper m i l l s  i n t a c t  around t h e  r a i l r o a d  depot  and a  secondary 
complex a t  S t o n e v i l l e .  M i l l e r s  River developed a s  an e a r l y  
au to  t o u r i s t  c o r r i d o r  a long  t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  wi th  some per iod  
gas  s t a t i o n s  a t  Erving Cente r ,  monumental A r t  Deco French 
King Bridge,  and summer c o t t a g e s  a t  Laure l  Lake. 

P re sen t  development most e v i d e n t  a long  Route 2 ,  wi th  s e r i o u s  
economic d e c l i n e  noted i n  Millers F a l l s  and F a r l e y ,  whi le  
Erving Center  i s  s u f f e r i n g  from paper m i l l  t r a f f i c  e rod ing  
remaining h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Erving was i n  a  primary r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  from t h e  c e n t r a l  
h igh lands  t o  t h e  Connect icut  Val ley wi th  a probably e a s t -  
west t r a i l  a long t h e  no r th  bank o f  Millers River gorge fol lowing 
o r i g i n a l  Mohawk T r a i l  (Route 2 ) .  A major north-south r o u t e  
from Connect icut  Val ley  (Montague) t o  Squakeag (Nor th f i e ld )  
apparen t ly  followed from Millers River  fordway below French 
King Bridge a s  Meadow Road t o  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms. A secondary 
connector from Keyup Brook (Erving Cente r )over  h igh lands  l i k e l y  
followed Mountain Road n o r t h  t o  Squakeag. 

B. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

There were no r epo r t ed  n a t i v e  Contact  per iod  s i t e s .  Evidence of 
Woodland per iod  occupat ion was exposed on E r v i n g ' s  western  
lowlands i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of French King Bridge.  Undated r o c k s h e l t e r s  
were r epo r t ed  i n  t h e  uplands sou theas t  of Ra t t l esnake  Mountain. 
Per iod s e t t l e m e n t  probably focused on t h e  town's  western  lowland, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Millers F a l l s  a r e a .  Addi t iona l  lowland 
se t t l emen t  l i k e l y  occurred i n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  con- 
f l uence  of Briggs  Brook and J a c k ' s  Brook and M i l l e r s  River .  
Upland encampments may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  near  Laure l  Lake, 
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  upper p o r t i o n s  of Nor th f i e ld  Mountain, R a t t l e -  
snake Mountain and Poplar  Mountain. 

Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

Native h o r t i c u l t u r a l  t r a c t s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  on the  M i l l e r s  
River f l o o d p l a i n  w e s t  of River  Road. F i sh ing  probably occurred 
p r imar i ly  a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  on both t h e  Erving and Montague 
s i d e s .  Addi t iona l  f i s h i n g  l i k e l y  took p l ace  elsewhere on t h e  
M i l l e r s  River ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  r i v e r ' s  conf luence wi th  t h e  
s e v e r a l  brooks t h a t  fed  it i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Laurel  Lake. Native 
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hunt ing probably occurred mainly on E r v i n g ' s  western  lowlands. 

D . Observat ions  

Erving probably was most h e a v i l y  occupied dur ing  t h e  annual 
sp r ing  spawning runs  of salmon, shad,  e t c .  F i sh ing  encampments 
probably c l u s t e r e d  a long those  p o r t i o n s  of  M i l l e r s  and Connecti- 
c u t  r i v e r s  t h a t  passed by t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e s  of Turners  F a l l s  
(Montague) , Rivers ide  ( G i l l )  and M i l l e r s  F a l l s  (Erving) . The 
Erving a r e a  may have f a l l e n  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of e i t h e r  t h e  
Squakheag o r  t h e  Pocurntucks, s i n c e  Erving was s i t u a t e d  near  
t h e  19 th  cen tury  boundary between t h e s e  two groups. Development 
of M i l l e r s  F a l l s  has  probably des t royed  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  town's  probable  n a t i v e  f o c a l  p o i n t .  However, v e s t i g e s  
of per iod  s e t t l e m e n t  may su rv ive  n o r t h  of M i l l e r s  F a l l s  a long  
t h e  r i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  and t h e  t e r r a c e d  lowlands e a s t  of French 
King Bridge.  The shore  of Laurel  Lake and t h e  t e r r a c e  on 
which t h e  v i l l a g e  of F a r l e y  i s  loca t ed  should a l s o  be considered 
a r chaeo log ica l ly  s e n s i t i v e .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A .  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

There was improvement of  t h e  nor th-south t r a i l  from t h e  M i l l e r s  
River fordway a long  Meadow Road a s  t h e  Swampfield (Sunder land)-  
Squakeag ( N o r t h f i e l d )  pa th  wi th  t h e  primary eas t -west  r o u t e  
remaining a s  Mohawk T r a i l .  

B .  Popula t ion  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  town's  n a t i v e  popula t ion .  Erving 
r epu ted ly  lacked a  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  u n t i l  ca.1800. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Native s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  l i k e l y  were s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  suggested 
f o r  t h e  Contact  pe r iod .  

D .  Economic Base 

Native subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s  probably remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
same a s  t hose  of t h e  preceding per iod .  Local n a t i v e s  very  
l i k e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Anglo-Indian f u r  t r a d e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  Middle Connect icut  River Val ley i n  t h e  l a t e  1630s. 
Colonial  r e s i d e n t s  of Nor th f i e ld  may have occas iona l ly  f i s h e d  
a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  and hunted i n  E rv ing ' s  lowlands. 

Observat ions  

M i l l e r s  F a l l s  probably remained an important  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  
a rea  du r ing  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  per iod .  Colonia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Erving 
was l i m i t e d  because of t h e  preva lence  of l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of 
h igh q u a l i t y  l and  i n  t h e  lower p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Middle Connecticut  
River Val ley and t h e  a r e a ' s  l o c a t i o n  on Massachuset ts '  nor thern  
f r o n t i e r .  
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V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

There was improvement of t h e  nor th-south highway t o  Nor th f i e ld  
wi th  a  b r idge  a s  t h e  M i l l e r s  River fordway (by 1775) from Meadow 
Road. The Primary eas t -west  r o u t e  remained a s  Mohawk T r a i l  
a long t h e  M i l l e r s  River wi th  a  connecting highway over Rose 
Ledge a s  Schoolhouse Brook Road. 

B .  Popula t ion  

Erving may have been inhab i t ed  by smal l  bands o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
f a m i l i e s  of n a t i v e s  dur ing  t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod .  

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Some n a t i v e  camps may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  ad j acen t  t o  M i l l e r s  
F a l l s  a s  p a r t  of t h e  l a r g e  popula t ion  of h o s t i l e  "River Indians1 '  
who occupied Dee r f i e ld ,  Greenf ie ld  and Nor th f i e ld  dur ing  King 
P h i l i p ' s  War. I n  t h e  18 th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  n a t i v e s  "Jack" and 
"Keyup" r epu ted ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  h a b i t a t i o n s  ad j acen t  t o  J a c k ' s  
Brook and Keyup Brook. Varying accounts  l o c a t e  t h e s e  s i t e s  
on t h e  above-named brooks i n  Erving and Nor th f i e ld .  

There was no documented per iod  se t t l emen t  of Erving d e s p i t e  
i t s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a  l a r g e  g r a n t  made t o  a  group of Massachusetts  
p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  1751. T h i s  land was subsequent ly  so ld  t o  John 
Erving i n  1752, t h e  t r a c t ' s  second absen tee  l and lo rd .  However, 
Erv ing ' s  proximity  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  of Nor th f i e ld ,  
G i l l  and Montague and t h e  presence of good a g r i c u l t u r a l  land 
i n  western  Erving sugges t  t h e r e  was some se t t l emen t  on t h e  
town's  western  lowlands and long Mountain Road, a  per iod  road.  

D .  Economic Base 

The M i l l e r s  River a r e a  probably cont inued t o  be an important  
n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e .  

I nc reas ing  c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing  and t imber ing probably 
took p l a c e  i n  upland a r e a  such a s  Erving wi th  t h e  gradua l  spread 
of c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n t o  Massachuset ts '  nor thern  f r o n t i e r .  

E .  Observat ions  

Future  r e sea rch  should c l a r i f y  E r v i n g ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  
ad jo in ing  towns of Nor th f i e ld ,  Montague and G i l l .  Did per iod  
se t t l emen t  i n  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  s p i l l  over i n t o  Erving? Was 
John Erving l e a s i n g  ou t  t r a c t s  of land f o r  s e t t l emen t?  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.   rans sport at ion Routes 

The eas t -west  r o u t e  a long M i l l e r s  River  was improved a s  t h e  
F i f t h  Massachusetts  Turnpike (1799) fo l lowing  t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  
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w i t h  t h e  M i l l  Road b r i d g e  a t  Millers F a l l s  and t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  
nor th - sou th  highway t o  N o r t h f i e l d  a s  F o r e s t  S t r e e t  (Route 6 3 ) .  
The secondary  c o n n e c t o r s  from Erving Cen te r  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  Keyup Brook a s  North Road w i t h  a  b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  
o v e r  Millers R i v e r  t o  Wendell ( c a . 1 8 0 5 ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

The e a r l i e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  E r v i n g ' s  Gran t  do n o t  appear  
u n t i l  1810, when t h e  d i s t r i c t  had t h e  s m a l l e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  of 
any town t h e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  coun ty .  I n  1830, w i t h  488 
p e r s o n s ,  it was s t i l l  t h e  s m a l l e s t  community, e x c e p t  f o r  Monroe. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Economic f o c u s  formed a t  Erv ing  C e n t e r  a f t e r  t h e  opening o f  
t h e  F i f t h  Massachuse t t s  Turnpike  (1799) w i t h  t h e  Millers River  
dam (1803) and t a v e r n  (1816) . Limited  a g r i c u l t u r a l  expans ion 
o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  lowlands  from N o r t h f i e l d  
and upland farms a l o n g  Mountain Road. 

D.  Economic Base 

Erving had a n  e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy, w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  
lumbering a c t i v i t y .  F i v e  sawmi l l s  w e r e  i n  u s e  by 1830. The 
f i r s t  dam a c r o s s  t h e  Millers R i v e r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  by Colonel  
Asaph White ( e a r l i e r  a c t i v e  i n  H e a t h ) ,  who was p robab ly  b rough t  
t o  t h e  town through h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F i f t h  Massachuse t t s  
Turnpike .  There ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  t o l l  house and h o t e l ,  White 
c o n s t r u c t e d  g r i s t ,  saw, and f u l l i n g  m i l l s .  A f t e r  1818,  when 
t h e  h o t e l ,  and l a t e r  t h e  m i l l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  w e r e  s o l d  t o  E l i s h a  
Alexander,  t h e  p l a c e  (now Erv ing  C e n t e r )  became known a s  Alexander ' s  
M i l l s .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Very l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was l i k e l y  t o  have o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  and no s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  The 
f i r s t  se t t ler  o f  t h e  town was Colonel  Asaph White of Heath,  
who was s a i d  t o  have " b u i l t  a  l o g  house i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s "  
(Hol land 1855:362) i n  1801. Reference  t o  l o g  houses  a s  t h e  
f i r s t  form of  house c o n s t r u c t i o n  was common i n  n e w l y - s e t t l e d  
a r e a s  of F r a n k l i n  County, b u t  t h e  1801 d a t e  of W h i t e ' s  house 
was t h e  l a t e s t  d a t e  encoun te red  i n  the r e g i o n .  White a l s o  
k e p t  a  p u b l i c  house d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The o n l y  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  
documented was a  schoolhouse  of  ca.1820,  b u i l t  a t  Erv ing  Cen te r .  
A t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  schoolhouse ,  a t  Schoolhouse Brook on Route 2,  
had been b u i l t  by 1830,  when it appeared  on t h e  town map of 
t h a t  d a t e .  I t  was l i k e l y  t h a t  o t h e r  houses  b u i l t  between 1801 
and 1830 were s imple  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  c o t t a g e s .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

con t inued  improvement o f  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  o c c u r r e d  a s  
t h e  F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 4 8 ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  d e p o t  a t  Erving 
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Cente r ,  and improvement o f  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  
w i t h  t h e  N e w  London and Nor the rn  R a i l r o a d  from Millers F a l l s  
(1850) .  There  was expansion o f  t h e  l o c a l  street g r i d  from 
Erv ing  Cen te r  a l o n g  Keyup Brook w i t h  Church and High S t r e e t  
and from Millers F a l l s  (Montague) w i t h  River-Lester-Moore S t r e e t s  
from t h e  Br idge  S t r e e t  c r o s s i n g .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

L ike  o t h e r  r i v e r  towns i n  t h e  coun ty ,  Erv ing  grew modera te ly  
d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
adding new commerce and i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  t h e  town. By 1870 t h e  
town p o p u l a t i o n  ; s tood a t  579. 

I n  1855 t h e  l a r g e s t  group o f  immigrants  i n  E r v i n g  w e r e  24 Canadians 
(abou t  h a l f  t h e  fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  I r i s h  numbered 
o n l y  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  non-nat ives .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

There was con t inued  development o f  E r v i n g  Cen te r  a s  an  economic 
and c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  Congrega t iona l  Church 
(1842) and town h a l l  ( 1 8 4 7 ) .  The opening of  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  
R a i l r o a d  (1848) s t i m u l a t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  a t  Erv ing  Cen te r  
w i t h  t h e  Washburn Company ( 1 8 5 0 ) .  There  was s i g n i f i c a n t  development 
of t h e  economic c e n t e r  a t  Millers F a l l s  from Montague w i t h  
Millers F a l l s  Company ( 1 8 6 8 ) ,  w i t h  a  suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  
a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  A secondary  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e  formed 
a t  F a r l e y  from t h e  Wendell b r i d g e .  

D .  Economic Base 

Erv ing ,  l i k e  Orange t o  t h e  e a s t ,  began t o  deve lop  a  s t r o n g  
f u r n i t u r e  i n d u s t r y  -- a  b u s i n e s s  which t h e  two towns s h a r e d  
w i t h  t h e  upper t i e r  towns o f  Worces ter  County. I t s  coming 
i s  p robab ly  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  Vermont and 
Massachuse t t s  R a i l r o a d  ( l a t e r  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  main l i n e )  i n  1848. 
By 1855 i n d u s t r i e s  a t  t h e  Cen te r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p a i l  f a c t o r y  
of W .  B .  Washburn ( o u t  of  Worces ter  County?) ,  a  c h a i r  s e a t  
f a c t o r y  begun by I s a a c  Baker i n  1848 ( l a t e r  Hale & Gould; 
Noah Rankin a f t e r  1 8 6 6 ) ;  and t h e  match woods f a c t o r y  o f  J .  
T .  T rask .  A m i l e  e a s t ,  i n  1851 a t  S t o n e v i l l e ,  Washburn and 
Jona than  E .  S t o n e  began a  f a c t o r y  f o r  making p i a n o  l e g s  and 
c a s e s .  

G r o u t ' s  Corner  (now Millers F a l l s )  had remained a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  
u n t i l  t h e  hardware f a c t o r y  of  Gunn & Amidon burned i n  G r e e n f i e l d  
i n  1868. I n  company w i t h  Henry P r a t t ,  t h e  Millers River  Manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h a t  y e a r ,  and t h e  new f i r m  
b u i l t  a  l a r g e  complex i n  what i s  now Millers F a l l s .  t o  t h i s  
e v e n t  was due t h e  growth o f  Millers F a l l s  i n  Montague and Erving.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The e a r l e s t  e x t a n t  houses  i n  Erv ing  d a t e  from 
t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  During t h e  p e r i o d ,  c l u s t e r s  of 
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Greek Revival  and I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  developed a t  Erving 
and M i l l e r s  F a l l s ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  a t  Fa r l ey .  The e a r l i e s t  
houses seem t o  be t hose  a t  Erving;  t h e s e  inc lude  a number of 
c e n t e r  chimney p lan  Greek Revival  c o t t a g e s  a s  we l l  a s  s e v e r a l  
s i d e h a l l  p l an  I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  and one Gothic Revival  c o t t a g e  
wi th  board and b a t t e n  s i d i n g .  Housing a t  Millers F a l l s  and 
Far ley  i n  gene ra l  appear t o  d a t e  a f t e r  1850 and c o n s i s t s  p r imar i ly  
of s i d e h a l l  p l an  and L-plan I t a l i a n a t e  one-and-a-half and two- 
s t o r y  houses. Probably t h e  town's  f i n e s t  per iod  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  an asymmetrical p l an  b racke t t ed  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  a t  M i l l e r s  
F a l l s .  Most o f  t h e  houses b u i l t  a long  t h e  town's  r u r a l  roads  
d a t e  from t h e  Ea r ly  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  a s  w e l l .  Greek Revival 
and I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  employing s i d e h a l l  o r  c e n t e r  h a l l  (double 
o r  c e n t e r  chimney) p l ans  were observed on Route 63 and on North 
Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Severa l  churches were organized i n  t h e  1830s, 
among them t h e  Congregational  (1832) ,  B a p t i s t  (1835; i n  conjunct ion 
wi th  North Orange) and t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  (1836) .  Of t h e s e ,  
only  t h e  Congregational  Soc ie ty  prospered ( t h e  B a p t i s t  church 
d i s so lved  by 1839, t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  by 1848) and b u i l t  a  meeting 
house (1842) .  That  s t r u c t u r e ,  a  story-and-a-half Greek Revival  
bu i ld ing  wi th  square  b e l f r y  and s t e e p l e ,  s t ands  on Route 2 
a t  Erving . 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Fi tchburg Rai l road  (Boston and Maine) remained a s  t h e  primary 
eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  w i th  t h e  Vermont Cen t r a l  a s  t h e  primary 
north-south a x i s  from Millers F a l l s .  A t r o l l e y  l i n e  proposed 
a long M i l l e r s  River through Erving Center from Orange t o  Montague 
was never cons t ruc ted  (ca.1900) . 
B . Popula t ion  

Between 1870 and 1915, E rv ing ' s  popula t ion  grew 101.7%, t h e  
f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  growth r a t e  i n  t h e  county.  Much of t h i s  growth 
occurred i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  of  t h e  pe r iod ,  1870-1875 (probably 
t h e  s t rong  showing of M i l l e r s  F a l l s ) ,  and i n  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s ,  a s  new paper m i l l s  went i n t o  ope ra t ion  a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  
and S t o n e v i l l e .  A s h o r t  per iod  of growth 1885-1890 may r e f l e c t  
t h e  growth of Far ley .  

French Canadians and I r i s h  remained t h e  dominant immigrant 
groups a s  l a t e  a s  1905. By 1915, however, E rv ing ' s  fo re ign-  
born popula t ion  had r i s e n  t o  17 .8%,  and was l e d  by Russians 
(30%)  and Poles  ( 1 2 % ) .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Millers F a l l s  continued t o  expand a s  a r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  
from Montague wi th  a primary a x i s  a long Moore S t r e e t .  Civ ic  
and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  remained focused a t  Erving Center  
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along Route 2 (Mohawk T r a i l )  a x i s  wi th  suburban expansion nor th  
a long Keyup Brook. Secondary development continued a t  Fa r l ey ,  
wi th  an a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  a long Maple Avenue and 
an o u t l y i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  focus  a t  S t o n e v i l l e  a long t h e  r a i l r o a d  
c o r r i d o r .  

D .  Economic Base 

Probably t h e  growing dominance of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  c e n t e r s  of 
Worcester County provided a d e t e r r e n t  t o  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  expansion 
of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  i n d u s t r y  i n  Erving.  During t h e  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  
pe r iod ,  paper m i l l s  began t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  i ndus t ry .  
E a r l i e s t  was a t  t h e  new v i l l a g e  of Fa r l ey ,  and though t h e  1883 
m i l l  was l oca t ed  on t h e  Wendell s i d e  of t h e  M i l l e r s  River ,  
t h e  smal l  v i l l a g e  of Fa r l ey  developed on t h e  no r th  s i d e .  I n  
1902 t h e  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  Paper Company b u i l t  a  m i l l  a t  M i l l e r s  
F a l l s ,  followed e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r  by t h e  Erving Paper Company, 
which b u i l t  a  b r i c k  m i l l ,  probably on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  e a r l i e r  
S t o n e v i l l e  m i l l .  Both companies were run by Holyoke men. A t  
Erving Center ,  t h e  Washburn & Heywood Chair  Company was t h e  
town's  dominant r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  i ndus t ry .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  The ma jo r i t y  of t h e  houses i n  Erving d a t e  from 
t h e  Late  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod .  These inc lude  almost  a l l  of t h e  
houses a t  Millers F a l l s  and Fa r l ey  a s  w e l l  a s  a number of houses 
a t  Erving and S t o n e v i l l e .  Most of t h e  houses of t h e  per iod  
a r e  small  one-and-a-half o r  two-story Queen Anne o r  S t i c k  S t y l e  
workers '  houses wi th  s i d e h a l l  p l ans .  Almost a l l  of  t h e  houses 
a t  Fa r l ey ,  Erving and S t o n e v i l l e  were b u i l t  be fo re  1900. O f  
no te  a t  F a r l e y  a r e  t h r e e  somewhat more s u b s t a n t i a l  houses of 
t h e  1890s; t h e s e  inc lude  a h i p  roof Queen Anne house and a 
gambrel roof Colonia l  Revival  house. A wider range of house 
types  was cons t ruc t ed  a t  Millers F a l l s ,  where r e s i d e n t i a l  develop- 
ment continued through t h e  end of t h e  pe r iod .  There,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  simple s i d e h a l l  workers '  c o t t a g e s ,  a  few we l l -de t a i l ed  S t i c k  
S t y l e  and Colonia l  Revival  houses were a l s o  b u i l t  a long with  
s e v e r a l  Queen Anne double houses and t h r e e  f l a t - r o o f e d  t r i p l e  
deckers .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Aside from t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a town h a l l  
(no longer  s tanding)  i n  1874, very l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  
i s  documented i n  secondary sources .  S i x  school  d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t e d  
i n  1878. F i e l d  obse rva t ion  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a 
Queen Anne chapel  (ca.1900) and school  (ca.1890) a t  Fa r l ey  
and of a two-story f i r e  s t a t i o n  (ca.1910) a t  Erving.  

Commercial: Very l i t t l e  commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l ace  
i n  t h e  per iod .  Commercial a c t i v i t y  a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  centered 
i n  Montague whi le  a t  Erving Center ,  few commercial b u i l d i n g s  
w e r e  b u i l t .  The on ly  per iod  s t r u c t u r e s  observed were a h i p  
roofed S t i c k  S t y l e  r a i l r o a d  depot  and a two-story I t a l i a n a t e  
s t o r e  wi th  a gab le  roof and c e n t e r  en t r ance .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  Major i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  a t  M i l l e r s  
F a l l s  and Erving.  The most no t ab l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i s  t h e  
Book P r e s s  Factory (1912) a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s ,  a  we l l -de t a i l ed  
two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  Other f a c t o r i e s  a r e  u t i l i t a r i a n  
b r i c k  m i l l s ,  two o r  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  of p i e r  and spandrel  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  wi th  f l a t  o r  shallow gable  r o o f s .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

There was s i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of t h e  eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  wi th  
t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  a s  a u t o  Route 2 from Athol t o  Greenf ie ld ,  inc lud ing  
a bypass around M i l l e r s  F a l l s  wi th  conc re t e  b r idges  (1931) and 
a monumental A r t  Deco span a c r o s s  t h e  Connect icut  River a t  French 
King Bridge (1931) .  The secondary north-south highway from M i l l e r s  
F a l l s  t o  Nor th f i e ld  improved a s  Route 63 wi th  a l o c a l  connector 
t o  Laurel  Lake from Erving Center a s  Laurel  Lake Road (Erving 
S t a t e  F o r e s t ) .  

B .  Popula t ion  

Erving was one of t h e  few towns i n  t h e  county t o  cont inue  i t s  
growth through t h e  E a r l y  Modern pe r iod .  I ts  13.6% growth r a t e  
was t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county,  though most of t h i s  growth 
occurred i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  1915-1920 -- presumably 
a s soc i a t ed  wi th  paper m i l l  expansion.  I n  1 9 4 0  t h e  town's  pop- 
u l a t i o n  stood a t  1,328.  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Local c i v i c  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  remained focused a t  Erving 
Center wi th  expansion along t h e  Mohawk T r a i l  t o u r i s t  highway 
(Route 2 )  and a secondary i n d u s t r i a l  focus  a t  S t o n e v i l l e .  Limited 
r e s i d e n t i a l  development cont inued a t  Millers F a l l s  wi th  a f f l u e n t  
expansion a long  River Road and commercial highway a c t i v i t i e s  
a long Route 2 t o  French King Bridge.  There was a g radua l  d e c l i n e  
of Fa r l ey  a s  a r e s i d e n t i a l  v i l l a g e  and t h e  development of upland 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i t e s  a t  Laure l  Lake i n  t h e  Erving S t a t e  F o r e s t  
from Erving Center .  

Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d ,  a l though t h e  Fa r l ey  m i l l  was taken 
over by t h e  Linda le  Paper Company, a maker of boxboard. I n  1937 
a h e e l  f i rm,  s u b s i d i a r y  t o  t h e  United Shoe Machinery Corp., was 
a l s o  r epo r t ed .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

Comparatively l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  per iod ,  except 
a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  and a t  Laure l  Lake. A t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s ,  simple 
one and two-story houses,  most wi th  h i p  r o o f s ,  were cons t ruc t ed  
i n  t h e  1920s. Among t h e s e  i s  a two-story conc re t e  block two- 
family  house of ca.1925. Another b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  
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i n  t h e  per iod  was t h e  two-story b r i c k ,  r e c t i l i n e a r  p l an  Erving 
Graded School (ca .1925) .  A t  Laure l  Lake, a  handful  of h i p  and 
gable  roofed one-s tory summer c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1920s. 
Most of t h e s e  a r e  wel l -kept  sh ing led  o r  novel ty-s ided s t r u c t u r e s  
s t i l l  maintained f o r  summer use .  Another pe r iod  bu i ld ing  i s  
a  one-s tory conc re t e  block garage on Route 2 a t  Erving.  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

No inventory  forms have been completed f o r  Erving.  S i g n i f i c a n t  
s t r u c t u r e s  t o  be documented inc lude  a l l  of t h e  town's  f a c t o r i e s  
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l  development 
a t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of  M i l l e r s  F a l l s ,  Erving and Fa r l ey ,  and summer 
development a t  Laurel  Lake. Of no te  a r e  an I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  
and a  conc re t e  house a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  and a  Gothic Revival  co t t age  
a t  Erving.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The most ou t s t and ing  i n d u s t r i a l  complex i n  Erving 
i s  t h e  b r i c k  complex b u i l t  by t h e  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  Manufacturing 
Company, p a r t  of which, wi th  i t s  o r i g i n a l  wooden cupola ,  may 
d a t e  t o  t h e  l a t e  1860s. Equally important  i s  t h e  b r idge  a t  Far ley  
over t h e  M i l l e r s  River b u i l t  i n  1889 by t h e  New York f i rm  of 
Dean & Westbrook. The pin-connected P r a t t  through t r u s s  i s  t h e  
only known example i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  use  t h e  Phoenix I ron  Company's 
pa ten ted  wrought-iron "Phoenix columns." The b r idge  a l s o  r e t a i n s  
i t s  two richly-ornamented name p l a t e s  on t h e  p o r t a l s  a t  e i t h e r  
end of t h e  br idge .  

Other complexes which should be surveyed inc lude  t h e  two m i l l s  
of t h e  Erving Paper Company ( t h e  Erving Center m i l l  appears  t o  
con ta in  some l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  c o n s t r u c t i o n ) ,  and t h e  m i l l  of 
t h e  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  Paper Company. 

X I I .  Brown, L i l l a  L.W., - e t  -- a l . ,  Erving,  Massachusetts  i n  Re t rospec t ,  
1838-1938 (Orange, 1938?) .  [Not examined] 

Coolidge, Augustus, H i s t o r i c a l  Address Read a t  t h e  Semi-centennial 
Ce lebra t ion  i n  Erving,  September 1 2 ,  1888 (Greenf ie ld  1888) .  
Mounted c l i p p i n g s  from t h e  Greenf ie ld  Gaze t te  & Cour ie r ,  
2 2  September 1888. Copy i n  S t a t e  L ibra ry .  

A Completed Century,  1826-1926: The S to ry  of t h e  Heywood-Wakefield 
Company (Boston: p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  company, 1926) .  
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