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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: March 1982 COMMUNITY: East Longmeadow 

East Longneadow i s  loca ted  on t h e  eas tern  per iphery  o f  t h e  Connect icut River 

Val ley.  The town i s  dominated b y  a conbinat ion o f  lowlands and uplands. The 

maximum e leva t i on  i s  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  more than 450 fee t .  A l i m i t e d  amaunt o f  

marshland occurs p r i m a r i l y  i n  the eastern p o r t i o n  o f  East Longmeadow. 

Subs tan t ia l  outcrops o f  r e d  sandstone are  a1 so s i t u a t e d  i n  t h i s  area o f  t h e  

town. Local s o i l  i s  p r i m a r i l y  loam. East Longmeadow f a l l s  w i t h i n  the  

Connecticut River drainage. b c a l l y ,  area streams are p a r t  o f  t h e  M i l l  River 

and Watchaug Brook systems. The town has on ly  a handfu l  o f  f reshwater ponds, 

o n l y  one o f  which i s  na tu ra l .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDPRIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  inc luded as p a r t  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d  g ran t  du r i ng  17th century and 

establ  ished w i t h  i n  Longmeadow pa r i sh  by  17 13. Southern boundary w i t h  

Connect icut de f ined  i n  1714 frm e a r l i e r  (1642) survey. Northern boundary 

w i t h  S p r i n g f i e l d  def ined i n  1783 w i th  format ion o f  Longmeadow town l i n e  and 

eastern boundary surveyed i n  1794 w i th  Wilbraham (now Hampden ). Created as 

separate par ish  o f  Longmeadow i n  1865 and incorporated as independent town o f  

East Longmeadow i n  1894 de f i n  i n g  western boundary w i th  Longmeadow. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Suburban i ndus t r  i a  1 town on secondary c o r r i d o r  o f  Spr i n g f i  e l  d  metropol i t a n  

development. Located on a1 l u v i a l  p l a i n  o f  Connect icut Val l e y  w i t h  suspected 

n a t i v e  s i t e s  along upper Pecousic Brook around Indian Spring. Belated 

set t lements from S p r i n g f i e l d  and adjacent Connect icut b y  mid- 18th century w i t h  

s m e  authent ic  Colonia l  per iod  houses on e a r l y  highways around town center. 

Formation o f  meetinghouse centers dur ing e a r l y  19th century w i t h  
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1 oca tions a t  Baptist Vil lage including Greek Revival church and crossroads 
farmsteads a t  Parker St . ,  and primary town center a t  East Longmeadow w i t h  some 
survivng period houses. Development of red sandstone quarries a t  McCarthy and 
Kibble Hi1 1s during Industrial  period created primary civic and economic focus 
a t  East Longmeadow Center. Railroad connections t o  Springfield by la te  19th 
century reinforces East Longmeadow Center and quarry ac t i v i t y  (now 
abandoned). Original depot survives w i t h  period Victorian houses along radia l  

roads. Increasing expansion of Springfield s t r ee t ca r  stimulated suburban 

development a1 ong axis of North Main Street  during Early Modern period with 
modest bungalows and notable Craftsman styled school a t  Mount Pleasant. 
Affluent suburban es ta tes  located on Prospect S t ree t  and Markham H i  11 w i t h  

period modern house. Location of Pra t t  and Whitney plant during Second World 
War created industr ia l  park around ra i l road depot and commercial s t r i p  
a c t i v i t y  along Route 83 to  town center. A t  present, en t i re  area undergoing 

gradual suburban transformation threatening remaining farmsteads around 
Baptist Village and eroding fabr ic  of original  town center. 

IV. CONTACT PER IOD (1500- 1620) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Intermediate corridor between central  uplands and Connecticut River. Probable 

east/west t r a i l s  across a1 luvial plain appear as northeast: Porter Road, 

Mapleshade-Westwood Aves, Maple Street  around McCarthy Hi l l ,  and Pecousic 
Brook; and southeast: Meadowbrook-South Main ( Route 83) t o  Chestnut Street  

from Watchaug Braok (Baptist  V i l  lage ). A possible nor th/south connector may 
be located a t  Parker Street  from Markham Hill (Springfield).  

B. Settlement Patterns : 

There were no reported native s i t e s  in East Longmeadow. However, the  presence 
of a considerable amount of agr icul tura l  land and a network of suspected 

nat ive  t r a i l s  suggest there  was probably some native period settlement. The 

area most l ike ly  to have been occupied during t h i s  period was the land 
surrounding t he  town center and bordered by Westwood and Mapleshade Aves. to 

the north and west and Chestnut Street  to the south. 
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C. Subs is tence Patterns: 

Ex tens ive agr icu 1 tural land was located throughout East Longneadow . Available 
sources of freshwater f ish were limited and were confined to the area 's  
several small streams. Local natives would have been more apt to f ish in the 
Connecticut River. H u n t i n g  and gathering probably took place in the 
marshlands of the eastern portion of East Longmeadow. 

D. Observation: 

East Longmeadow probably supported a limited native population when 

considering the area Is absence of major freshwater sources and extensive prime 

agricultural  land. This area l ikely functioned as a major route to the land 

abutting the Connecticut River (ell  Springfield 1. Locally, East Longmeadow 
probably f e l l  within t e r r i to ry  controlled by the Agawams, a group his tor ical ly  

centered in Springfield and West Springfield. Regionally, the Agawams 
probably were aff i  1 iated with the Pocumtucks, the dominant native group i n  the 

western quarter of Massachusetts in the early 17th century. East Longmeadow Is 

continued rural nature suggests there is an excellent likelihood of extent 

native archaeological s i t e s .  

V .  PLANTATION PER IOD (1620- 16745) 

Transportation Routes : 

Native t r a i l s  remained as regi ma1 connectors between uplands and Connecticut 
Val ley with secondary route as probable Longmeadow Path 

(Westwood4apleshade-Porter Road) around McCarthy Hill. 

B. Population: 

There were no figures for the area's native population. East Longmeadow 

lacked a colonial population until ca. 1740. 
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C. Settlement Patterns: 

There was probably some native occupation of East Longmeadow during t h i s  
period, par t icular ly  when considering the absence of a colonial population. 

D. Economic Base: 

Traditional native subsistence rounds probably continued r e l a t i ve ly  unimpeded 

largely due to  the lack of a colonial population. 

E. Observati ons : 

The available secondary sources v i r t ua l l y  ignore East Longmeadow during the  
Plantation period. 

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Basic east-west routes improved frcm exis t ing t r a i l s  with orientat ion to 
Longmeadow on Maple -Westwood -Map1 eshade-Por t e r  Road and Chestnut 
S t ree t  Main-Meadowbrook Road. Improvement of north- south connectors w i t h  Park 

St. to Baptist Village and Shaker Road-Elm Street  (Route 220) to Enfield C t .  

Secondary period roads appear to include Maple-Pleasant Street  loop around 

McCarthy Hill and Hampden Road to South Wilbraham (Hampden). 

B. Population: 

There a re  no f igures  for native or colonial occupants. 

C. Settlements: 

I t  i s  unclear if East Longmeadow had a post-1675 native population. As 
mentioned e a r l i e r ,  i n i t i a l  colonial settlement did not take place unti l  ca. 

1740. The delay i n  settlement was probably largely due to t h e  tendency of 

colonial settlement to  congregate along major waterways. Settlement of the 

1 ess 
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accessible inter ior  usually occurred when lots on the the more at t ract ive 

river line areas were no longer available. A1 though not c lear ly documented, i t  

appears colonial settlement focused in the vicinity of the present town center 

and junction of Main, Pleasant, Prospect, Maple Streets.  The community lacked 

a meetinghouse. Local residents attended the Longmeadow precinct meetinghouse 

throughout the Colonial period. 

Economic Base: 

The set t l  ement Is economy i s  poorly documented by secondary sources. 

Agriculture was the primary pursuit of local residents. The community lacked 

a substantial mill industry because of the area's zbsence of streams capable 

of powering such operations. A sawmill appearing on the 1831 map on a branch 

of Watchaug Brook may date to the Colonial period. East Longmeadow, 

Springfield , and the present Connecticut border towns. 

E. Arch itecture: 

Residential: Less than half dozen Colonial period houses a re  known to survive 

in East Longmeadow. Only one of these i s  a two-story house (Burt House, ca. 

1720), the others being center ch imney cottages . The Burt House, a center 

ch iney  house w i t h  f ive facade bays and a center entrance, i s  the ea r l i e s t  

known house in East Longmeadow. It may have been constructed or iginal ly  as a 

half house and la ter  enlarged to fu l l  five-bay, two-room s ta tus  as the 

irregular placement of the bays suggest some a1 te ra t i  on. A1 1 of the period 

structures observed are located in rural sett ings away from the town center. 
Period structures were observed on Parker, Chestnut and Prospect Streets.  

F. Observations: 

This period is  nearly as poorly documented by secondary sources as the 
Plantation period. East Longmeadow lacks a legitimate town his tory. During 

the Colonial period, East Longmeadow appeared to undergo l i t t l e  economic 

development. The settlement Is lack of industrial ,  commercial and 

religious/civic facil  i t i e s  suggests considerable dependence on Springfield. 

Close social and economic t i e s  also probably existed with the ad joining 

Connecticut border se t t l  ements . 
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V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s m r t a t i  on Routes : 

Formation o f  East Longmeadow town center created r a d i a l  highways from 

meetinghouse, inc lud ing  North and South Main Streets (Route 83) from 

Spr ing f ie ld ,  Prospect S t ree t  (Route 186) and Shaker-El m Streets frm E n f i e l d  

Ct. Regional connector between Harnpden and S p r i n g f i e l d  located as A1 len 

S t r e e t  across Markham Hi1 1. 

B. Populat ion: 

The populat ion f i gu res  f o r  Eas t  Longmeadow a r e  inseparable f rm t h e  parent  

town of o l d  Longmeadow, b u t  dur ing t h i s  per iod  probably on ly  amounted to a 

smal l  p a r t  o f  t he  t o t a l ,  which by 1830 had reached 1,257. U n t i l  t h e  1820s, 

probably the only  " v i l l a g e "  was the B a p t i s t  V i l l a g e  i n  the southeast corner o f  

t h e  town, probably begun i n  t h e  1760s b y  Bapt is ts  from t h e  adjacent 

Connecticut towns o f  En f i e ld  and Somers. With the opening o f  the sandstone 

quarr ies along Main St . ,  East Longmeadow v i l l a g e  experienced some growth. 

C. Settlement Pat terns:  

Formation o f  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  centers du r ing  e a r l y  19th century w i th  B a p t i s t  

church a t  B a p t i s t  V i l l a g e  by  1807 and East Longmeadow meetinghouse a t  town 

center b y  1828. Quarry ing o f  r e d  sandstone expanded a t  McCarthy Hi1 1 w i th  

farming maintained on a1 l u v i a l  p la in .  

D. Economic Base: 

The t e r r i t o r y  a m p r i s i n g  what i s  now East Longmeadow remained e n t i r e l y  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  dur ing the Federal period, i t s  1 im i ted  populat ion probably 

engaged i n  corn and r ye  product ion espec ia l l y .  Red sandstone quarr ies which 

would l a t e r  g ive the town a na t i ona l  r e p u t a t i o n  were sa id  to have been worked 

as e a r l y  as t h e  f i r s t  set t lement  o f  t h e  town i n  t h e  1740s, though t h i s  

probably amounted on l y  t o  the use o f  surface boulders and o ther  e a s i l y  

ob ta inab le  stone f o r  l oca l  purposes. The f i r s t  commercial quarry ing probably 

d i d  no t  occur u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the beginning o f  the 19th century as new 

stone quarry ing 
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techniques became avai lable. The e a r l i e s t  quarry ta be opened, ca. 1824, was 

t h e  Sa l isbury  quarry. At l e a s t  two o f  t he  ear l i e s t ,  t h e  Sa l isbury  and 

B i l l i n g s  su f fe red  from r a p i d  accumulation o f  water and were closed i n  the  

1830s, n o t  t o  be reopened u n t i l  t h e  avai lab il i t y  o f  adequate steam pumps i n  

the 1860s. 

It i s  probable t h a t  t h e  development o f  t he  v i l l a g e  o f  East Longmeadow i n  the  

1820s owes i t s  ex is tence t o  these quarr ies,  presumably b y  t h a t  date supplying 

S p r i n g f i e l d  w i th  b u i l d i n g  stane. North Main St ree t  (White St ree t  i n  

S p r i n g f i e l d )  r a n  d i r e c t l y  t o  the Upper Watershops and ( v ia  Walnut) t o  the main 

Armory i t s e l f ,  f a c i l i t i e s  which i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  years used grindstones o f  

Longmeadow sandstone. Two stares,  a tavern, and t h e  Congregational Church a l l  

appeared i n  t h e  1820s. 

E. Arch i tec ture :  

Res ident ia l :  Approximately a dozen houses and cottages o f  t h e  Federal per iod 

are known t o  surv ive  i n  East Longmeadow. As was t r u e  f o r  t h e  Ca l a n i a l  period, 

a l l  o f  these a re  located i n  r u r a l  se t t i ngs .  O f  t h e  per iod  s t ruc tures  

observed, most are center chimney cottages. Center c h i n e y  houses o f  the 

Federal per iod  were observed on Westwood Avenue, North Main Street,  Mapleshade 

Avenue, Por te r  Road, Prospect and Chestnut Streets. A l l  o f  these are s imply 

d e t a i l e d  farmhouses. While most houses and cottages e x h i b i t  f u l l  f ive-bay 

facades, a t  l eas t  one three-quarter  plan house and several three-quarter plan 

cottages a re  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The second par ish o f  Longmeadow was organized a t  East 

Longmeadow i n  1829, one year a f t e r  the cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  present 

Congregational Church a t  t h e  town center. The church, a 2 & 1/2 s t o r y  

s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a t r i p a r t i t e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  support ing a 

pediment and a three-stage b e l f r y  crowned w i th  a shallow dome, i s  a modest 

vers ion of P l a t e  V I I  o f  Asher Benjamin's Pmerican Bu i lders '  Companion (1827). 

A1 though v i n y l  sided, t he  meetinghouse i s  a we1 1-developed example o f  Federal 

a rch i tec tu re  for i t s  r u r a l  se t t i ng .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  the F i r s t  Church, other  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  bu i l d ings  b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod  and s t i l l  standing are  the  F i r s t  

Bapt is t  meetinghouse (1807), a one-story s t r u c t u r e  since a1 te red  f o r  

r e s i d e n t i a l  use, and the  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  church a t  B a p t i s t  V i l l age ,  a two-story 
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gable roofed building with a center entrance and gable end with pediment, 

begun in 1818 and completed in 1833; t h e  present one-stage square bel f ry  with 

low h i p  roof and bracketted eaves dates from an 1855 remodelling. 

VI I.  EM LY INDUS TR IAL PER IOD (1 830- 18 70) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Town center remained the  focus of local  road network w i t h  improvement of 

highways t o  sandstone quarr ies  on Kibbe and Lee Streets .  

B. Population: 

The population f igures for East Longmeadow a r e  inseparable f ran  those of the  

parent town of Longmeadow. In the conbined f igures ,  however, there i s  l i t t l e  

discernable r i s e .  The population of the  town in 1870 was l e s s  than 100 

persons more than i t  had been fo r ty  years previous. Possibly i n  the 1850s, 

w i t h  a growing Irish component, the  eastern portion of the  town had begun to  

surpass the western. 

C. Settlement Pattern: 

East Longmeadow town center developed as  t he  c iv i c  and economic focus of the  

area w i t h  expansion o f  sandstone quarrying around McCarthy Hill.  Farming was 
maintained on the  plain in t he  eastern section.  

D. Economic Base: 

A1 though East Longmeadow remained a predominant1 y agr icu 1 tu ra l  community, the 

sands tone quarr ies  became increasingly important during t h i s  period. In 1845, 

15 men were employed producing 94800 worth of s tane  (6% of the  county t o t a l ) ;  

in 1855, 26 men produced 926,000 worth (52% of county production). Steam 

pumps introduced i n  the  1860's made possible the  reopening of drowned quarries 

1 ike the Salisbury; and Spr ingf ie ld ' s  rapid growth during t he  Civil war 

prov ided another stimulus t o  quarry production. 
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A r a i l r o a d  t o  connect S p r i n g f i e l d  w i t h  the East Par ish (the S p r i n g f i e l d  and 

Longmeadow Rai l road)  had been incorporated as e a r l y  as 1849, though the  road 

was no t  constructed f o r  another 25 years. 

E. Arch i t e c t u r e :  

Res ident ia l :  By the  end o f  t h e  Federal period, some s ideha l l  plan houses were 

be ing  b u i l t  i n  East Longmeadow. Sidehal l  plans became more common i n  the  

Ear l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  b u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  center entrance, two-room-wide 

plan remained i n  use i n  the  1840s. The beginnings o f  nucleated set t lement  

began t o  be ev ident  a t  t h e  town center where s ideha l l  plan Greek Revival and 

I t a l i a n a t e  houses were b u i l t  on South Main, Pleasant and Prospect Streets. 

One o f  t h e  f i n e s t  o f  these i s  a b r i c k  Greek Revival house on South Main 

St ree t :  This  house fea tures  an unusual round l i g h t  w i t h  a fan i n  the gable 

end, and s i l  1s and foundations o f  l o c a l l y - q u a r r i e d  r e d  sandstone. Frame 

construct ion prevai led,  however, and b y  the end o f  the  per iod a nunber o f  1 & 

1 / 2  s t o r y  cottages, e i t h e r  w i th  s ideha l l  or  center entrance plans or w i t h  

gable f r a n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and entrances on the  long side, and twa s t o r y  houses 

w i t h  s ideha l l  plans and side e l l s  or cross gabled bays had been b u i l t  along 

a l l  the roads o f  the town as w e l l  as a t  the town center  and a t  B a p t i s t  V i l l a g e  

i n  the  southeastern corner o f  t h e  town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The F i r s t  Church a t  the town center  was remodelled i n  1859, 

but t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  per iod  was t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  approximately a h a l f  dozen d i s t r i c t  schools. A l l  o f  these are 

v e r y  simple bu i l d ings  o f  one s t o r y  he igh t ;  a l l  a re  now i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  use. 

The e a r l i e s t  o f  the schools was b u i l t  i n  1831 (Old North). These e a r l y  

schools have gable f r o n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and entrances on the  long s ide.  By t h e  

end o f  the  period, the standard 19th century schoolhouse form w i th  gable f r o n t  

o r i e n t a t i o n  and entrance on t h e  gable end had been adopted. 
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. Transportat i  on Routes : 

Improvement o f  north-south co r r i do r  frcm S p r i n g f i e l d  w i th  Connecticut Central 

Rai l road through town center i n  1876 (depot i n t a c t  ). Further improvement o f  

c o r r i d o r  w i th  extension o f  S p r i n g f i e l d  t r o l l e y  l i n e  to East Longmeadow Center 

i n  1902 w i t h  r o u t e  on North Main Street.  Local quar ry  tram road b u i l t  across 

South Main St ree t  b y  1890s (abandoned). 

Population f i gu res  f o r  East  Longmeadow a r e  inseparable from t h e  parent  tawn o f  

o l d  Longmeadow u n t i l  1895. I n  t h a t  year, however, East Longmeadow's 

populat ion was 1,591--72% o f  t h e  populat ion o f  t h e  combined eas t  and west 

parishes o f  the  o l d  Longmeadow. The populat ion o f  "the S t ree t "  i n  t h a t  year 

was 620, l ess  than h a l f  t h a t  o f  t h e  quarry town. How long East Longmeadow's 

populat ion had exceeded the western p a r t  i s  impossible t o  say, though it seems 

1 i k e l y  t h a t  by  t h e  1850s t h e  eastern p o r t i  on had begun t o  surpass t h e  

western. Between 1880 and 1890, t he  populat ion o f  the conbined towns rose 

55%--a growth almost c e r t a i n l y  due t o  t h e  quarry ing a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  East 

Parish . 

Between 1895 and 1900, t h e  town experienced a sharp drop, a t t r i b u t e d  to  stone 

c u t t e r s  leav ing  town t o  f i n d  work e l s e h e r e  (Rutherford),  bu t  w i th  the opening 

o f  t h e  t r o l l e y  l i n e  i n  1903, t h e  town populat ion rose again, reaching 1,939 i n  

19 15. 

By 1905, t he  l a r g e s t  imnigrant  group i n  East Longmeadow were the  Swedes. The 

f i r s t  Swedes were said to  have gone f i r s t  t o  Cromwell , C t .  t o  work i n  the 

stone quarr ies there, moving on t o  East Longmeadow. The Swedish Lutheran 

Church was organized i n  1890. The decade t o  1915 saw an increase i n  both 

Canadians and I t a  1 ians . 

C. Sett lement Pat tern:  

Expansian o f  quar ry ing  w i t h  a r a i l r o a d  connection through the  tawn center b y  

l a t e  19th century. Suburban development extended from S p r i n g f i e l d  a long North 

Ma i n  
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Street  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  towns center dur ing e a r l y  20th century. Farming 

maintained on o u t l y i n g  roads t o  B a p t i s t  V i l l age .  

D. Economic Base: 

The Late I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  saw t h e  r i s e  and peak o f  t h e  town's extensive 

quarry ing a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  pa r t  made possible b y  the a r r i v a l  o f  the  r a i l r o a d  i n  

1876, making Longmeadow stone r e a d i l y  ava i l ab le  to  na t iona l  markets. I n  par t ,  

however, the expansion was a l so  due t o  the a r r i v a l  o f  the Norcross Brothers, a 

Worcester-based const ruc t ion  f i r m  whose long assoc ia t i  on w i th  H. H. Richardson 

assured a place f o r  Longmeadow stone i n  many o f  the a r c h i t e c t ' s  most important 

bu i1  dings. 

The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Norcross Brothers i n  East Longmeadow i n  1873-74 appears to 

have coincided w i t h  Richardson's stone needs f o r  T r i n i t y  Church i n  Boston 

(O'Gnrman, p.111). Norcross was responsib le f o r  the  stones na t i ona l  

repu ta t i on  and popu lar i ty .  Quar ry ing  probably reached i t s  peak i n  the 1890s. 

I n  1890, t he  product o f  t h e  quarr ies--valued a t  $563,179--represented 86% o f  

the e n t i r e  State 's  product ion o f  sandstone. O f  the twelve working quarr ies,  

seven were operated by  Nnrcross Brothers, and three by a S p r i n g f i e l d  f i r m ,  

James & Marra. Norcross' th ree  p r i n c i p a l  quar r ies ,  however, were the Kibbe, 

Maytard, and Worcester quarr ies,  a f te r  whm t h e  three p r i n c i p a l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  

stone were named. Worcester stone was a brown sandstone; Kibbe, a reddish 

Brownstone; and Maynard stone was "blood red". 

Norcross and James & Marra were each said t o  employ 200-300 men a t  t h e i r  

peak. Much o f  t h e  work, hwever ,  was seasonal ( A p r i l  t o  December), and much 

o f  the work was m i  grant labor.  

Though l i t t l e  in format ion i s  avai lab le,  t h e  dec l ine  i n  t he  Brownstone business 

appears to  have been f a i r l y  sudden. A p ro t rac ted  s t r i k e a f  local  stone 

c u t t e r s  i s  blamed f o r  giv i n g  an edge to t h e  eas ier - to  -work I ndiana 1 imestone 

and Ohio greystone (Goodlatte, 152). (Another h i s t o r i a n ,  Rutherford, 

a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  populat ion drop, 1895-1900, t o  t h e  departure o f  stone cu t te rs ,  

b u t  it Is hard t o  reconc i l e  t h i s  sharp loss w i t h  the incorpora t ion  o f  the 

Norcross Brownstone Co. i n  1901 and the  simultaneous construct ion o f  new 

s tone-cu t t ing  sheds.) Norcross closed down i t s  East Longmeadow operat ions i n  

19 15. 
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E. Arch i tec ture :  

Res ident ia l :  Construct ion a c t i v i t y  remained modest through the  end o f  t h e  

period. Neighborhoods a t  the town center began t o  f i l l  i n  w i t h  simple 

two-story frame houses i n  St ick and Queen Anne s ty les ;  most o f  these employ 

s ideha l l  plans w i t h  cross gabled r o o f i n g s  and one s t o r y  porches. A few houses 

a t  t h e  town center e x h i b i t  p e r i o d  gable screens. Outside o f  t h e  town center, 

houses demonstrate a general conservatism w i t h  s ideha l l  p lan  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  

designs predominating. Af ter  t he  t u r n  o f  t h e  century, t h e  northwestern corner 

o f  the town began t o  be more densely s e t t l e d  w i t h  houses 1 i n ing  o u t l y i n g  roads 

a s  we1 1 as those a t  t h e  town center.  Many o f  these are  modest two s t o r y  

Colonia l  Revival houses w i t h  pyramidal h i p  roofs.  Bungalows and cottages are 

less common than i n  neighboring Longmeadow. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  the period are 

t h e  Town H a l l  (1882), and the  Pleasant V i e w  School (1916). The Town H a l l  i s  a 

pyramidal h i p  r o o f  and o f f s e t  square corner be1 fry constructed o f  rockfaced 

r e d  sandstone ashlar,  qua r r i ed  l o c a l l y .  The Pleasant V i e w  School i s  a one 

s to ry ,  h ip-roofed s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  shaped door hoods a t  the entrances. Other 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i l d ings  o f  t h e  pe r iod  inc lude t h e  5th and 6 th  D i s t r i c t  schools 

(1871-2; 1872-3) and the East Longmeadow Grange (1891-95) ; a l l  are one-story 

frame bu i ld ings .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t ruc tures  which have not  survived inc lude an 

e a r l y  Colonial  Revival School (Center School, 1889) and the  f i r s t  Catho l ic  

Church (St .  Michael Is,  1887). 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. Trans p r t a t i  on Routes : 

Local highways improved as reg iona l  autoroads w i th  pr imary co r r i do r  as Route 

83 went through the town center frm Spr ing f i e ld .  Secondary per iod  highways 

include Route 186 and Route 220 t o  Connecticut. Abandonment o f  s t ree tca r  

serv ice  i n  1939. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: East Longmeadow



B. Population: 

East Longmeadow's population grew sharply in the  1915-1925 period--by nearly 

120 persons a year--as Spr ingf ie ld 's  employment and improved transportation 

made East Longmeadow increasingly a t t r ac t i ve .  By 1940 the  population had 

reached 3,403, somewhat over double what i t  had been 30 years before. 

C. Set t l  ement Pattern: 

Gradual closure of sandstone quarries a f te r  F i r s t  World War and s ignif icant  

expansion of  s t r e e t  car suburban development from Springfield a long North Main 

Street  to town center. Prospect Street  emerged a s  a local af f luent  d i s t r i c t  

by 1920s with similar  development f r m  Springfield on Markham Hill (Allen 

S t r ee t )  by 1940s. Farming sh i f t ed  increasingly to poultry ra i s ing  and market 

gardening, while location of P ra t t  & Whitney Aircraft  Plant during Second 

World War created an industr ia l  focus along ra i l road corridor.  

D. Economic Base: 

Only one stone yard remained i n  business for rmch of the  period. The 

McCormick-Longmeadow Co. moved to t h i s  town fram Halyoke in 1931, operating 

t h e  Kibbe and Worcester quarries nearly continuously until 1971. The Maynard 

quarry, however, had closed by 1938 and between tha t  date and 1965, was used 

as  a popular bathing pool known as  Redstane Lake. The quarry reopened i n  1965 

when a rch i tec t  Phil ip Johnson determined on the bloodred sandstone f o r  New 

York University's new Bobs t Library building. Wi th  the completion of t ha t  

project i n  1971, a l l  quarrying i n  East Longmeadow came to an end. 

In the  Early Modern period, poultry ra i s ing  and market gardening was a lso  

carried on. In 1942, w i t h  the expansion of Harford's P r a t t  & Whitney into war 

time contracts,  the  a i r c r a f t  firm bu i l t  "Plant Mu t o  t u r n  out a i rc ra f t  engine 

parts. A t  i t s  peak the firm employed 4300 men and women. 

E. Arch i t e  ctur e: 

Res i den t i  a 1 : Limited suburban dev el o p e n  t occurred i n  the  northwestern corner 

of the town around the town center during the 1920s. Most of t h i s  consists of  
13 
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modest Colonia l  Revival and Craftsman cottages. The most s i g n i f i c a n t  

development i n  t he  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  pe r iod  was t h e  cons t ruc t ion  

o f  two large, and probably a r c h i t e c t  -designed, Co lon i a l  Revival estates a long 

the  r i d g e  over looking t h e  W i l  braham Mountains east  o f  t h e  town; both the 

houses are located on Prospect Street .  

X I .  SlRVEY OBSERVATIONS 

East Longmeadow's survey adequately documents e x i s t i n g  l a t e  18th and ear l y  

19th century resources, bo th  r e s  i d e n t i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l .  Later  19th 

century s t ruc tures  a t  t h e  town center and selected ear l y  20th century houses 

i n  o u t l y i n g  areas o f  the town, should be inventor ied  as wel l .  There i s  l i t t l e  

d i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l  as most o f  t h e  town's resources e x i s t  i n  an open r u r a l  

context. One o f  the b e t t e r  preserved sect ions o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  landscape 

occurs i n  t h e  southeastern corner o f  t h e  town on King H i l l  Road where several 

e a r l y  19th century farmsteads w i t h  surrounding open land and e a r l y  roadbed 

su rv i ve  i n  unal tered cond i t ion .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The o n l y  standing i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i d e n t i f i e d  f r a n  t h e  

h i s t o r i c  periods i s  the small frame r a i l r o a d  depot a t  the center. However, i n  

view o f  t h e  importance o f  quar ry ing  operat ions t o  t h e  development o f  t h e  town 

(as w e l l  as the na t iona l  fame which the  local  stone won i n  the l a t e  19th 

century),  some a t t e n t i a n  should be given to i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  var ious  quarr ies,  

owners, operators, and the types o f  stone obtained from each. Because o f  the 

d i f f e r e n t  names used i n  t h e  var ious sources, considerable confusion e x i s t s  

about which qua r ry  i s  which. 
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