
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
EASTHAMPTON 
 
Report Date: 1982 
 
Associated Regional Report: Connecticut Valley 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: August, 1982 COMMUNITY : Eas thampton 

I. Topography 

Easthampton fa1  1s on t h e  western pe r i phe ry  of t h e  M t .  Tom Range which extends 
a1 ong the  town I s  eas te rn  border.  E leva t ions  g e n e r a l l y  range between 550 and 
650 f e e t  above sea l e v e l .  West o f  t h i s  range, l o c a l  t e r r a i n  can be 
cha rac te r i zed  as a r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  p l a i n .  Th is  area i s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  bed o f  Lake Hadley, a g l a c i a l  l ake  t h a t  extended n o r t h  o f  t h e  Holyoke 
Range. Several waterways c u t  through the  p l a i n ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  which i s  t h e  
Manhan River ,  t h e  s i t e  o f  Easthampton ' s  two ear 1 i e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  operat ions.  
Large-scale i n d u s t r i a l  development i n  t h e  19th cen tu ry  r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  
d i v e r s i o n  o f  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  Manhan and t h e  c rea t i on  o f  t h r e e  s i zeab le  m i l l  
ponds. The Manhan and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  f low i n t o  t h e  Connect icut  River,  a p a r t  
o f  which extends a1 ong t h e  town I s  nor theas te rn  boundary. The on l y  f reshwater  
bodies are man-made m i l l  ponds. 

I I. Pol i ti ca l  Boundaries 

Easthampton was o r i g i n a l  l y  i n c l  uded w i t h  i n  t h e  Northampton g ran t  i n  1653, and 
i t s  boundary extended southward t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  (Holyoke) b y  1685. The 
no r the rn  sec t i on  was s e t t l e d  as t h e  Pascomuck g ran t  from Northampton i n  1699 
and t he  southern sec t i on  was i nc l ude  w i t h i n  the  Southampton p r e c i n c t  i n  1753. 
It was estab 1 ished as an independent d i s t r i c t  o f  Easthampton f rom Northampton 
and Southampton i n  1785, and was incorpora ted  as a town i n  1809. The nor thern  
boundary de f i ned  a1 ong t h e  Northampton l i n e  w i t h  t he  Connect icut  R iver  Oxbow 
as the  o r i g i n a l  boundary w i t h  Hadley (now Northampton). The eastern boundary 
was de f ined  a1 ong t h e  c r e s t  o f  M t .  Tom w i t h  Northampton and t h e  western 
boundary ad jus ted  w i t h  annex from Southampton du r i ng  1841-1850 a long t h e  
Manhan R iver  and North Branch. 

I 1  I. H i s t o r i c  Overview 

An i n d u s t r i a l  suburban center  on t h e  p r ima ry  c o r r i d o r  between Holyoke and 
Northampton, Easthampton i s  l oca ted  a long t h e  lower Manhan R iver  a t  t he  base 
of  M t .  Tom w i t h  d i r e c t  access t o  t h e  Connect icut  River .  It inc ludes  a 
repo r ted  f o r t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  on F o r t  H i l l  near Oxbow. 

There was an e a r l y  m i l l  s i t e  f o r  Northampton a t  Manhan F a l l s  be fo re  King 
P h i l i p ' s  War and t h e r e  was an e a r l y  18th cen tu ry  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  a t  the  
Pascomuck s e t t l  ement. Farming extended a1 ong t h e  Manhan v a l l  ey (Route 10) 
du r i ng  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Per iod, w i t h  some mid-18th cen tu ry  houses o f  e a r l y  p lan  
remain ing w i t h i n  t h e  town center  and a long  North Branch v a l l e y .  A 
meetinghouse was es tab l  ished a f t e r  the  Revo lu t ion  a t  Southampton Center; 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  expansion cont inued a1 ong t h e  v a l l  ey lowlands through t he  e a r l y  
19th century.  Some Federal  houses remain a long  the Route 10 a x i s  and Greek 
Revival  farmsteads along East S t r e e t  a t  t h e  base o f  M t .  Tom. 

Rapid i n d u s t r i a l  development occur red  du r i ng  the  mid-19th cen tu ry  w i t h  
1 oca t ion  o f  n a t i o n a l  bu t t on  and e l  a s t i c  webbing f a c t o r i e s  around Manhan Fa1 1s 
a t  Southampton Center. O r i g i n a l  Ea r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  f a b r i c  remains n e a r l y  
i n t a c t  around Nashawannuck m i l  1s a t  Cottage S t r e e t  w i t h  r e l a t e d  workers ' 
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housing east along Everett Street. Formation of an affluent suburban 
neighborhood south from the town center along Main and Park Streets extended 
to Wil 1 iston Academy with well preserved Greek Revival and Ital  ianate houses. 
The town center expanded as the civic focus during the Civil War prosperity 
with brick school, business blocks, and a landmark towered Moorish Revival 
town ha1 1 of early design. 

Economic expans ion continued through the Late Industrial Period w i t h  the 
development of a railroad corridor along the Manhan River to Ferry Street;  
surviving structures incl ude period factory complexes around Lower Mil 1 pond 
and Rubber Thread Pond with a Victorian depot. An extensive housing d i s t r i c t  
developed a1 ong the Everett Street  axis with a mixture of company tenements 
and wooden three-deckers, although some Hoyoke s ty le  brick apartments are 
evident along the Cottage Street commercial d i s t r i c t ,  and this  area includes a 
period theatre. The s tatus  neighborhood remained along the Park Street axis 
anchored by a notable Romanesque Library and an array of elaborate Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival houses. 

Suburban expansion was maintained a1 ong t ro l ley  1 ines through the early 20th 
century, w i t h  period Revival churches on Holyoke Road and market farms of 
East Street to M t .  Tom. 

Present devel opment i s  evident as rapid commercial expans ion a1 ong the Route 
10 corridor to Northampton and extensive suburban growth along Loudville Road 
and Strong Street to Southampton. The town center retains complete his tor ic  
industrial fabric with some preservation ef for t  around Depot Square, a1 though 
secondary commercial s t ree ts  are suffering from economic decay. The farming 
landscape along East Street has been nearly eroded by t rac t  development of 
Route 141 corridor from Holyoke, while remaining agriculture is  active a t  
Manh an meadows around Oxbow. 

IV. Contact Period (1 500- 1620) 

A. Transportation Routes 

There was a regional corridor from the Connecticut River south to Woron.oco 
(Westfield) along the Manhan River valley. A primary north-south t r a i l  
apparently foll  owed from Nonotuck (Northampton) as Fl orence-Northampton Road 
to the Manhan fordway (Route 10) with an original loop as Lyman-Ballard 
Streets.  From the fordway a main t r a i l  is reported south as Main-South-Strong 
Streets to  County Road (Czel usnaik, Easthampton, 1975, p.228), with a 1 ikely 
route south to Pomeroy Meadows as Route 10. A secondary north-south t r a i l  
appears probably along the base of Mount Tom from Pascormck as East Street to 
Hendrick Road, with connecting branches across the pine plain to Manhan 
fordway as Strong Street and Brock Road through Non tuck park. Other 
connectors t o  the Manhan fordway originally fol l  owed a1 ong Everett-Clark 
Streets across Brickyard Brook (now replaced by a s t r ee t  grid). Trails t o  
Manhan North Branch from Manhan fordway appear likely along West Street and 
possibly as Loudville Road. 

B. Settl emen t Patterns 

There were no reported Contact Period s i t e s  in Easthampton. However, the 
town's varied resource base and the presence of 34 undated native s i t e s  
strongly suggest there was native occupation during th is  period. Native s i tes  
were probably establ ished on the lowlands west of Mount Tom, the location of 
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most o f  t h e  undated n a t i v e  s i t e s .  L i k e l y  f o c a l  p o i n t s  o f  n a t i v e  se t t lement  
would have been t h e  conf luence o f  t h e  Manhan and Connect icut  R ivers  and t h e  
Manhan R i ve r  F a l l s  ad jacen t  t o  the  R i v e r ' s  j unc t i on  w i t h  Route 10. Both o f  
these l o c a t i o n s  were p r ima ry  f i s h i n g  s i t e s .  

C. Subs i s t ence  Pat te rns  

N a t i v e  h o r t i  cu1 t u r e  1  i k e l y  was undertaken throughout  t h e  town ' s  western 
lowlands. F i sh ing  probably  focused on t h e  Connect icut  and Manhan r i v e r s  a t  
t h e  two l o c a t i o n s  mentioned above. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  Easthampton p l a i n s  were 
t he  s i t e  o f  n a t i v e  hun ts  o f  t h e  l a r g e  herds of  deer (Lyman 1866:ZO). 
Addi t i o n a l  hun t i ng  1  i k e l y  occur red  on Mount Tom. 

D. Observations 

Although no t  endowed w i t h  as r i c h  a  resource base as Northampton, t h e  
Easthampton area p robab ly  had a  moderate n a t i v e  populat ion,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  annual s p r i n g  f i s h  runs.  Loca l l y ,  Easthampton appears t o  have come 
under the c o n t r o l  o f  the  Norwottucks, centered i n  Northampton and Hadley. 
Regional ly, t h e y  probab l y  were l o o s e l y  a f f i  1  i a t e d  w i t h  t he  Pocumtucks o f  
western Massachusetts. The g rea tes t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u r v i v i n g  evidence o f  
n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s  should occur on t h e  lowlands between t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
Easthampton and Mount Tom, and a1 ong t h e  Connect icut  and Manhan Rivers .  
Vestiges o f  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  encampments may s t i l l  s u r v i v e  a t  Manhan River  F a l l s .  

V. P l a n t a t i o n  Per iod  (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

The p r imary  nor th-south path from Northampton t o  Wes t f i e l d  a long t h e  Manhan 
River  was improved as the Route 10 a x i s  f o l l o w i n g  F lorence 
Road-Northampton-Ma in-South-Strong S t ree ts  t o  Country  Road. Pn a1 t e r n a t e  
r o u t e  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  around Mount Tom fo l l owed  from the  Northampton meadows t o  
t h e  Manhan River  b r idge  (1668) a t  F o r t  Road, c o n t i n u i n g  south as R iver  S t r e e t  
t o  Pascomck. A  car tway b r i dge  was e v i d e n t l y  cons t ruc ted  across the Manhan 
R iver  a t  Southampton Center w i t h  a  m i l l  s i t e  (1674; Hol land, 1855:I I ,  p. 194). 

B. Popu la t ion  

None o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  sources p rov ide  f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  a rea ' s  n a t i v e  
populat ion.  However, t h e  n a t i v e  community was l a r g e  enough t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  
po l  i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  Old Northampton i n  1664 f o r  permission t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
pa l  1  isaded v i l l a g e  i n  Easthampton. 

It i s  repu ted  b y  one source t h a t  t h e r e  was one c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t  i n h a b i t i n g  
Easthampton p r i o r  t o  1675. 

C. Sett lement Pa t te rns  

Nat i ve  se t t lement  pa t t e rns  probably  remained e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same as those 
suggested f o r  t h e  Contact Per iod. The ca. 1664 n a t i v e  p a l l  isaded v i l l a g e  i s  
c laimed t o  have been s i t u a t e d  on a  smal l  b l u f f  ove r l ook ing  t h e  Manhan R iver  
s l i g h t l y  southwest o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Route 10. 

The s o l e  c o l o n i a l  house was s a i d  t o  have been es tab l i shed  b y  John Webb i n  ca. 
1665 i n  "Nashawannuck" (western h a l f  o f  nor thern  Easthampton) near t he  home 
(1879) o f  Henry Clapp (Sy lves te r  1897: 11, 263). 
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D. Economic Base 

The na t i ves  appeared t o  have mainta ined t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  subsistence rounds. 
There was p robab ly  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  Connect icut  R i v e r ' s  c o l o n i a l  set t lements 
such as Northampton, Had1 ey, South Had1 ey, Chicopee, and S p r i n g f i e l d .  

As p a r t  o f  Old Northampton, Easthampton was p robab ly  u t i l i z e d  b y  Northampton 
res iden t s  f o r  g raz ing  and t imber land.  

E. Observations 

Research should determine t h e  ex ten t  o f  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  se t t lement  i n  
Easthampton. E x i s t i n g  secondary sources p rov ide  minimal in fo rmat ion .  
P a r t i c u l a r  emphasis should be p laced  on c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  ca. 1664 
f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ,  s ince  Northampton h i s t o r i e s  l oca te  t h e  se t t lement  complex 
i n  Northampton. 

V I .  Co lon ia l  Pe r i od  (1675-1775) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

There was cont inued improvement o f  connect ing highways along t h e  Manhan R iver  
v a l l e y  f rom Northampton w i t h  a  focus a t  the  Easthampton m i l l  s i t e  (Route 10) 
and t h e  Connect icut  R iver  Highway t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  a long  R iver  Road (Route 5).  

B. It i s  unc lear  i f  Easthampton had a  permanent Co lon ia l  Per iod  n a t i v e  
popu la t ion .  There were no f i g u r e s  fo r  t he  community's c o l o n i a l  popu la t ion .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  se t t l emen t ' s  f i r s t  i nhab i t an t s  were former  Northampton 
res iden t s .  

Sett lement Pa t t e rns  

The f i r s t  ex tens ive  c o l o n i a l  set t lements o f  Easthampton d i d  n o t  take place 
u n t i l  ca. 1700, when f i v e  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d  i n  "Pascommrck," probably  on t he  
lcrwlands bordered b y  t h e  Manhan River ,  Broad Brook and Mount Tom. This 
f o r t i f i e d  se t t lement  was dest royed and 19 o r  20 o f  i t s  i nhab i t an t s  were k i l l e d  
when a t tacked  b y  n a t i v e  fo rces  i n  1704. The town remained f r e e  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  
n a t i v e  a t t acks  f o r  the  remainder o f  the  per iod, exc lud ing  t h e  sca lp i ng  o f  a  
Northampton r e s  i d e n t  i n  1724. 

The nex t  phase o f  se t t lement  d i d  n o t  take p lace u n t i l  between 1725 and 1730 
w i t h  Joseph B a r t l e t t ' s  estab l ishment  o f  a  home w i t h i n  t he  present  v i l l a g e  o f  
Easthampton on Main S t ree t .  At approx imate ly  t h e  same date, severa l  homes 
were e rec ted  i n  the  general  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  nor thern  p o r t i o n  o f  Route 10. 
I n i t i a l  se t t lement  on t h e  southern p o r t i o n  o f  Main S t r e e t  occurred i n  t h e  
1740s o r  e a r l y  1750. 1774 marked the  f i r s t  se t t lement  o f  southeastern 
Easthampton w i t h  t he  cons t ruc t i on  of a  home b y  I s r a e l  Hendrick on t h e  east  
s i de  o f  Broad Brook. Easthampton lacked a  meetinghouse u n t  i 1 1785. Residents 
at tended t h e  Southampton and Northampton meetinghouses f o r  r e 1  i g i  ous serv ices .  

D. Economic Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  p r ima ry  focus of l o c a l  r es i den t s ,  w i t h  emphasis on wheat 
and f l a x  product ion. The most p roduc t i ve  crop land was probably  s i t u a t e d  
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ad jacen t  t o  t h e  Connect icut  R i ve r  and west on t h e  lowlands bo rde r i ng  t h e  
Manhan River .  There was o n l y  1  i m i  t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  devel opment d u r i n g  t h e  
Co lon ia l  Period. Two m i l l s  were es tab l  ished w e l l  before the  town I s  f i r s t  
se t t lement  b y  Northampton res iden t s .  David W i l  t on ,  Medah Pomeroy, and Joseph 
Taylor began ope ra t i on  o f  a  sawmil l  p robab ly  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1674 on the Manhan 
R iver ,  s l  i g h t l y  eas t  o f  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Route 10. This m i l  1  was f o l l owed  
b y  a  second g r i s t  m i l l  b u i l t  b y  Samuel B a r t l e t t  between 1686 and 1705 on the  
Manhan R iver  ad jacent  t o  Manhan F a l l s .  A  sawmi l l  was es tab l i shed  b y  Captain 
Lemuel Lyman and Luther  C la rk  between 1770 and 1775 i n  the general v i c i n i t y  o f  
t h e  no r the rn  end o f  t h e  present  Lower Mi l lpond.  Some area res iden t s  probably  
worked i n  the  Lead Mine complex t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  southeastern Southampton on 
t h e  town's border w i t h  Easthampton i n  t h e  1770s. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Comparat ively few 18th cen tu ry  houses have su rv i ved  i n  
Easthampton; o n l y  f o u r  are i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  inventory ,  and most o f  t h e  
o the r  e a r l y  houses observed i n  t h e  f i e l d  appeared t o  date f rom t h e  Federal 
Per iod. Most o f  t h e  Co lon ia l  houses a re  o f  the  center  chimney plan, b u t  one 
center  h a l l ,  double chimney houses i s  known as we1 1. The center ha1 1  house 
was probably  one o f  t he  most s t y 1  i s h  houses i n  town when b u i l t ;  a  t h ree -s to r y  
gambrel r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  dormers, i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  an apartment b u i l d i n g .  
Only one o the r  house r e t a i n s  as nuch o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form: the center  chitmey 
a t  179 Pleasant  S t ree t .  With a  three-bay wide facade, i n t e g r a l  lean- to  and 
end gable overhang, t he  house e x h i b i t s  f ea tu res  which were p robab ly  once as 
common i n  Easthampton as t h e y  were i n  t h e  surrounding reg ion .  Also known t o  
s u r v i v e  i s  a  gambrel r oo fed  co t tage  and t he  center  ch i tmey Parsons House 
(1769). 

F. Observations 

Easthampton was c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  Southampton and Northampton l a r g e l y  because o f  
t h e  se t t lement  I s  1  i m i  t e d  economic base and lack  o f  r e 1  i g i o u s / c i v i c  
f a c i l  i t i e s .  The town's contact  w i t h  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  community o f  Holyoke was 
h indered  by  Mount Tom, which extended along Easthampton's eastern border.  
Fu tu re  research should c l a r i f y  p e r i o d  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  pa t te rns .  E x i s t i n g  
secondary sources o n l y  p rov ide  1  i m i  t e d  data. Development w i t h  i n  the  present 
v i l l a g e  o f  Easthampton has l i k e l y  dest royed a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  archaeolog ica l  
remains o f  p e r i o d  set t lement .  However, t he  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  o f  the  ca. 1700 
Pascommuck s e t t l  ement and s e t t l  ement assoc ia ted  w i t h  t he  Southampton Lead Mine 
complex i n  nor theas te rn  and nor thwestern Easthampton respec t i ve l y ,  probably  
s u r v i v e  a r chaeo log i ca l l y ,  due t o  t h e  1  i g h t  development i n  these areas. 

V I I .  Federal  Per iod  (1775-1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Formation o f  Easthampton town center  (1785) c rea ted  a  r a d i a l  highway p a t t e r n  
from the  meetinghouses common, i n c l u d i n g  Park, Cottage, and Pleasant S t ree ts .  
There was at tempted cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  New Haven and Northampton Canal a long 
the Manhan R i ve r  v a l l e y  i n  1826-29. 

B. Populat ion 

Between 1790 (pop. 457) and 1830 (pop. 745), Easthampton's popu la t ion  r o s e  
63%, about average f o r  the county  as a  whole. Most o f  t h i s  growth, however, 
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was i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  decade, 1790-1800, w i t h  t he  r a t e  t r a i l  i ng  o f f  b y  1830. 

C. Sett lement Pa t te rns  

The c i v i c  center  formed around t h e  Easthampton meetinghouse (1785) a t  t h e  
Manhan River  m i l l  s i t e  a long Col lege Highway (Route 10). A g r i c u l t u r e  remained 
t h e  p r ima ry  a c t i v i t y  a long  Manhan R iver  meadows from Connect icut  Oxbow t o  
Eas thampton . 
D. Economic Base 

The town remained e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  du r i ng  t h e  Federal Per iod, w i t h  
con t i nua t i on  o f  t h e  17th cen tu ry  saw and g r i s t  m i l  1s a t  Easthampton v i l l a g e .  
Of a1 1 t he  towns i n  t h e  county  i n  1790, Easthampton had t h e  smal l  e s t  
populat ion.  

I n  t h e  succeeding per iod,  Samuel W i l l i s t o n  would e s t a b l i s h  t h e  town's 
p r o s p e r i t y  b y  t h e  moving o f  h i s  b u t t o n  works from W i l l  iamsburg " to  t he  town o f  
h i s  residence," b u t  as e a r l y  as 1832 (and probably  i n  t h e  l a t e  1820s) 
W i l l i s t o n  was p u t t i n g  o u t  work t o  women from H a t f i e l d  t o  Gransby, West 
S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  Peru. 

Arch i tec  t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Whi le l e s s  than a h a l f  dozen houses o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  recorded 
i n  t h e  l o c a l  inven to ry  ( these are p r i m a r i l y  t h e  most s t y l i s h  and s u b s t a n t i a l ) ,  
t h e  ac tua l  number o f  Federal houses s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  town i s  much g rea te r .  
These r e f l e c t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  increase i n  economic base and popu la t ion  over t he  
Colon ia l  Per iod. Those i n v e n t o r i e d  i nc l ude  t h e  Lyman House (ca. 1830) and t h e  
U r i e l  C la r k  House (ca. 1800), both center  h a l l  p lan s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  
ent rance porches. The C la r k  House i s  one o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  b r i c k  houses i n  t h e  
town. The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  Federal  houses, however a r e  simple center  
chimney farmhouses which r e t a i n  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i ve -bay  facade w i t h  center  
entrances. Examples were no ted  on L o u d v i l l e  Road, Clapp, East, West, and 
Northampton S t ree ts .  Perhaps as many as a a dozen p e r i o d  farmhouses were 
observed. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  meetinghouse, about which no d e t a i l s  a re  known, was 
b u i l t  i n  1785. I n  1797, f o u r  school d i s t r i c t s  were estab l ished,  b u t  o n l y  
t h ree  schoolhouses were i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  1830 map. 

V I I I .  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  (1830-1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

There was cont inued improvement o f  Manhan River  c o r r i d o r  to Easthampton center  
w i t h  the  complet ion o f  the  Hampshire and Hampden Canal (1835) a long  
West-Northampton S t ree ts .  Po r t i ons  of t h e  canal bed apparen t l y  remain i n  
p lace near 0 '  Ne i l  S t ree t  (WPA 1937, p.572). There was f a i l u r e  o f  the  canal 
(1 847) and rep1 acement b y  t h e  Westf i  e l  d and Northampton r a i l  r oad  (1 856) 
const ructed through Easthampton Center a long  t he  Main-Pleasant S t ree ts  a x i s  
( i n  p a r t  abandoned). Rapid development o f  t h e  Easthampton i n d u s t r i a l  complex 
c rea ted  a l o c a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  f rom the  Manhan m i l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r a d i a l  p l a t e s  on 
Holyoke, Clark, F e r r y  and E v e r e t t  S t ree ts  f rom the  Cottage S t r e e t  b r idge .  The 
connect ing highway across Mount Torn inc luded Route 141 t o  Holyoke and Route 5 
across t h e  Connect icut  Oxbow from Northampton. 
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B. Popu la t ion  

Easthampton i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  Pe r i od  exper ienced a  popu la t ion  growth o f  
385.9%, t he  h i g h e s t  o f  any town i n  the  county, n e a r l y  tw i ce  t he  nex t  h i ghes t  
town ( Northampton), and e i g h t  t imes t h e  county average. The town experienced 
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  87% r i s e  i n  1840-1850, probably  connected w i t h  the Seminary and 
t h e  bu t t on  works, b u t  most o f  i t s  growth occurred i n  t h e  years 1855-1870. By 
1870 the  popu la t i on  s tood a t  3,620. A l a r g e  p ropo r t i on  o f  t h i s  new growth was 
due t o  a  l a r g e  immigrant i n f l u x .  As e a r l y  as 1855, t h e  town had a  17.8% 
fo re ign-born  populat ion,  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  i n  the county. By 1880, t h i s  would 
grow t o  27.9%. I n  1855, though t h e  m a j o r i t y  were I r i s h  (76x1, 13% were 
Germans, a  f i g u r e  t h a t  would grow s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  l a t e r  decades as inc reas ing  
numbers came to work as e l a s t i c  web weavers. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns  

Rapid expansion o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  occurred w i t h  t h e  estab l ishment  o f  t h e  
Nashawannuck Company (1848) and t he  opening o f  Northampton r a i l r o a d  
connect ions (1856) around Southampton Center. Formati on o f  an i n d u s t r i a l  
c o r r i d o r  a long  the  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  from Rubber Thread Pond t o  Lower M i l l  
Pond on t h e  Manhan R iver  occurred, w i t h  an ex tens ive  worker ' s  d i s t r i c t  f rom 
t h e  Cottage S t r e e t  m i l l  dam eas t  on C la rk  and Eve re t t  S t ree t s  t o  Br i ckyard  
Brook. A suburban s ta tus  neighborhood formed south o f  t h e  town center along 
Park and Main S t r e e t  to the  focus o f  W i l l  i s t o n  Academy (1841 ). A commercial 
business d i s t r i c t  developed around t h e  town commn w i t h  mu1 t i  - s t o r i e d  b r i c k  
b locks  a1 ong the Main S t r e e t  ax i s .  Ag r i cu l  t u r e  expanded w i t h  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  commercial tobacco a long t h e  Manhan R iver  v a l l e y  from Connect icut  Oxbow t o  
the  base o f  Mount Tom. 

D. Economic Base 

Easthampton's p r o s p e r i t y  commenced i n  t h e  1840s and 50s, l a r g e l y  due to t h e  
e f f o r t s  o f  Samuel W i l l  i s t o n  and h i s  associates.  Between 1840 and 1850, 
Easthampton ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  (as measured b y  p rope r t y  v a l  ua t i on  ) had mu1 t i p 1  i e d  
n e a r l y  f o u r  t imes; i n  t h e  same per iod ,  i t s  popu la t i on  r o s e  87%. The 
estab l ishment  o f  W i l l  i s t o n  Seminary i n  1841 was f o l  lowed i n  1847 by  t h e  
movement o f  h i s  ex tens ive  b u t t o n  manufactory f rom W i l l  iamsburg, where 
p rev ious l y  he had been assoc ia ted w i t h  t he  Haydens, who b u i l t  W i l l i s t o n ' s  
machinery, invented f o r  the purpose i n  t h e  1830s. With Ho ra t i on  G. Knight,  
W i l l  i s t o n  es tab l i shed  W i l l  i s t on ,  Kn igh t  and Company, b u i l d i n g  a  f a c t o r y  where 
Union S t r e e t  crossed Broad Brook. Next t o  t h e  bu t t on  f ac to r y ,  W i l l  i s t o n  b u i l t  
a  suspender f a c t o r y  t h e  f o l l  owing year,  t h e  Nashawannuck Manufactur ing 
Company. It was t he  Nashawannuck ' s  need f o r  e l a s t i c  webbing t h a t  was 
addressed b y  many o f  Easthampton ' s  l a t e r  r ubbe r - re l a ted  i n d u s t r i e s .  

U n t i l  1859 t he  Nashawannuck r e 1  i e d  on ou t s i de  suppl i e r s  f o r  ya rn  and e l a s t i c  
webbing. I n  t h a t  year, W i l l  i s t o n  began cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  l a r g e  co t ton  yarn  
m i l l  t o  supply  t he  Nashawannuck ( t he  W i l l  i s t o n  M i l l s ) ,  and, more 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  o f  what was r e p u t e d l y  t h e  f i r s t  e l a s t i c  web m i l l  i n  t h e  U.S, a t  
Glendale i n  t h e  western p a r t  o f  town. Not u n t i l  1861, however, when Engl ish 
web weavers were induced t o  come to Easthampton where t he  works apparen t l y  pu t  
on a  sound f oo t i ng .  (The weavers were p r i m a r i l y  f rom Le ices te r  and inc luded 
W i l l  iam and Thomas Mar t in ,  who i n  l a t e  years would e s t a b l i s h  t he  importance of 
e l a s t i c  web manufacture i n  Chelsea.) As t he  Glendale i n d u s t r y  grew, weavers 
o f  o the r  na t i ona l  i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  l a r g e  number o f  Germans, came to 
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Easthampton, and i n  1863 t he  company moved t o  a  l o c a t i o n  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  
Nashawannuck, r e i n c o r p o r a t i n g  as t h e  Glendale E l a s t i c  Fab r i c  Company. U n t i l  
1864, the  company impor ted a l l  i t s  rubber  thread, b u t  i n  t h a t  year severa l  
Glendale d i r e c t o r s ,  i nco rpo ra ted  as t h e  Easthampton Rubber Thread Company i n  
1863, const ructed the f i r s t  U.S. rubber  thread f a c t o r y  [ ? I .  

A l l  manufacturers d i d  w e l l  on C i v i l  War government con t rac t s .  By 1865, 755 
men and women were work ing i n  the  cot ton,  but ton,  o r  e l a s t i c  web m i l l s .  O f  
these, t h e  l a r g e s t  empl oyer was t h e  Nashawannuck Manufactur ing Company, w i t h  
an employee r o s t e r  of  470 men and women, wh i l e  the  W i l l i s t o n  M i l l s  (which i n  
1865 had b u i l t  a  second m i l l  400 yards upstream) employed another 175, and t h e  
b u t t o n  works, 115. 

Easthampton ' s  pros per i t y  a t t r a c t e d  o t h e r  manufacturers, merchants , and 
farmers. A b r i c k y a r d  was opened i n  1864; t h e  Val l e y  Machine Company, 1868; 
K ing and Forsyth s i l k s  operated t h e  o l d  p l a n t  a t  Glendale. I n  1871 t h e  Mount 
Tom and Easthampton Ra i l road ,  incorpora ted  b y  W i l l  i s  ton d i r e c t o r  Seth Warner 
and o ther ,  1  inked t h e  New Haven and Northampton w i t h  Connect icut  River  
r a i l r o a d s ,  r unn ing  a longs ide the W i l l  i s t o n  m i l  1s. 

Arch i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Great expansion took place a f t e r  1840 a t  t he  town center as 
Easthampton's b u t t o n  and suspender i n d u s t r i e s  were es tab l  ished and grew. 
D i sc re te  and we1 1 de f ined  neighborhoods o f  e l  i t e  and middl e  c lass  had 
developed, as had worker ' s  housing, b y  t h e  end o f  the  per iod.  The most 
s t y1  i sh  and s u b s t a n t i a l  houses were b u i l t  a long  Park and Main S t ree ts  w i t h  
workers '  housing l o c a t e d  ad jacen t  t o  f a c t o r i e s  on Love f i e l d ,  Pleasant,  and 
F e r r y  S t ree ts .  A v a r i e t y  o f  p lans  were empl oyed b u t  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  houses f rom 
o f  the  p e r i o d  appeared t o  be t h e  end- o r  double-chimney, center  entrance 
I t a l  i ana te  house w i t h  three-by- three bay square p lan  and low h i p  r o o f .  This 
cho ice  would seem t o  have been i n f l uenced  b y  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  
M i l  1  iam F. P r a t t ,  a  Northampton p r a c t i t i o n e r  who designed a number o f  h i p  
roofed, square p l an  I t a l  i ana te  houses there. At l e a s t  one house i n  town, a  
f lushboard  facade square I t a l  i ana te  on Main S t ree t ,  whose entrance surround 
features an en tab la tu re  supported on heavy console brackets  w i t h  acorn 
pendants, may i n  f a c t  be a P r a t t  design. P r a t t  d i d  design a house f o r  Mrs. 
S w i f t  o f  Easthampton (Hunt: 1977, 94) and the  Main S t r e e t  house may be t h a t  
b u i l d i n g .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  square p lan  I t a l  i ana te  houses, a  number o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  
s i d e h a l l  p lan  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek Reviva l  t o  I t a l  i ana te  houses were b u i l t  as 
we1 1. Many i nc l ude  f r i e z e  windows w i t h  cas t  i r o n  g r i l l w o r k ,  acanthus-carved 
porch posts and ent rance surrounds w i t h  Greek Key f re twork .  Also b u i l t  were 
end and double chimney Greek Reviva l  houses i n  b r i c k ,  such as t h e  Sco t t  House 
(1861 ) ,  the Shoals House (1867, Ju ios  Pomeroy, b u i l d e r )  and the  F i r s t  Par ish  
Parsonage (1853-55). For more modest, s i n g l e - f a m i l y  housing, t h e  s i d e h a l l  
p l  an houses w i t h  Greek Rev iva l  / I t a l  i ana te  d e t a i l  i n g  predominated. Such 
housing was b u i l t  on s i de  s t r e e t s  ad jacent  to Main, Park, and Holyoke 
St reets .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  a  stuccoed I t a l  i ana te  house on Holyoke S t r e e t  
w i t h  geometr ic d e t a i l  imp r i n ted  i n  t h e  stucco. Workers' housing has su rv i ved  
w e l l  i n  the  town and cons is ts  p r i m a r i l y  o f  frame double houses and cot tages 
w i t h  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and s i d e h a l l  p lans. Examples a re  concentrated a1 ong 
F e r r y  and Pleasant St reets .  Outside the  town center,  cen te r  and double 
chimney p lan houses and cot tages predominated b u t  by  t h e  end o f  t h e  per iod,  
t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  had been adopted f o r  farmhouses as w e l l .  a t  Least one 
second Empire houses (Sawyer House, 1867) i s  knawn. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Several impor tant  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  a t  t h e  
town e n t e r  i n  t h i s  per iod. The f i n e s t  of these i s  t h e  Ruskinian Gothic Town 
H a l l  (1869, Charles E. Parker, Boston), a three-and-a-half  s t o r y  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a ta l l  ba lcon ied  campanile, arcaded entrance porch and 
poychromed voussoirs. Other b u i l d i n g s  included t h e  b r i c k  I t a l  i a n a k  Memorial 
Ha l l  ( o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  High School, 18641, and the  Congregational Church 
(1852). The Church, a b r i c k  Romanesque Revival  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a p r o j e c t i n g  
square entrance tower w i th  s p i r e  (present sp i re ,  1862), was b u i l t  over a 
pe r i od  o f  three years as successive f i r e s  i n  1854 and 1855 hampered e f f o r t s  t o  
complete the  b u i l d i n g .  The Church complex inc ludes a Chapel (1879) and a 
Parsonage ( 1853-55). 

The above-mentioned b u i l d i n g s  are the  o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  known 
extant .  Other s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  which occurred i n  t he  
p e r i o d i c  inc luded t h e  founding o f  t h e  W i l l  i s t on  Academy (1841), t h e  
establ ishment o f  a h igh  school (1864) and t h e  organ iza t ion  o f  a Methodist  
church (1863). The W i l  1 i s ton  Academy constructed i t s  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  1841; 
t h a t  was rep laced i n  1856. A gymnasium was b u i l t  i n  1863, w i t h  a f ou r - s to ry  
do rm i to ry  o f  b r i c k  completed i n  1866. The o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
pe r i od  associated w i t h  the W i l l  i s t o n  Seminary i s  the Samuel W i l l  i s t o n  House 
(ca. 1840. Three town h a l l s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod- - in  1833, 1842, and 1868 
(present ). I n  add i t i on ,  the F i r s t  Congregational Church commissioned W i l l  iam 
P r a t t  t o  design a new church (80 x 60 fee t )  i n  1836-37 (burned 1929). 

Commercial : Easthampton i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  r e t a i n  an i n t a c t  row o f  b r i c k  
commercial bu i l d i ngs  o f  t h e  period. The row, loca ted  on Main Street ,  consis ts  
o f  four  th ree-s to ry  Romanesque Revival  o r  V i c t o r i a n  I t a l  ianate b u i l  dings, 
i n c l u d i n g  the  Preston (1849), Lambie (8166), Pomeroy (1868), and Masonic 
(1861 ) Blocks. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The most important  ex tan t  i n d u s t r i a l  complex i s  t h e  W i l l  i s t on  
M i l l  (1859), a th ree-s to ry  gable roo fed  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a square s t a i r  
tower w i th  an open octagonal cupola. A1 so s u r v i v i n g  i s  t he  W i l l  i s t on  and 
Knight But ton Company o f f i c e  (ca. 1859), a s i d e h a l l  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
I t a l  ianate d e t a i l  s, i n c l u d i n g  an overhanging eave w i t h  exposed r a f t e r s .  

I X .  Late I n d u s t r i a l  Period (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

There was cont inued improvement o f  connect ions t o  Easthampton Center w i th  the  
Easthampton Branch r a i l r o a d  from Mount Tom main l ine (1871) along East-Ferry 
S t ree ts .  Later expansion o f  suburban s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  system occurred from 
Northampton w i t h  i t s  pr imary r o u t e  along Pleasant-Main Streets,  i nc lud ing  
p r i v a t e  way across Nashawannuck meadows ( i n t a c t  ), and an a1 te rna te  1 i ne  from 
Holyoke a1 ong East-Clark-Cottage St ree ts  t o  the town center b y  1904. Local 
s t r e e t  g r i d  cont inued t o  expand w i t h  connect ing 1 i nks  t o  Northampton on 01 i v e r  
S t ree t  and Holyoke on P l a i n  S t ree t .  

B. Populat ion 

Easthampton f o r  t h e  Late I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  repeated i t s  record  as t h e  f a s t e s t  
growing town i n  the county, w i t h  a r a t e  of 171.9%, w e l l  above i t s  nearest 
competi tor,  Ware (119.4%) and the  county average (56.5%). Most o f  t h i s  growth 
occurred a f t e r  1895 and may we1 1 be associated w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  the West 
Boylston M i l l s  i n  1900. By 1915, Easthampton's populat ion stood a t  9,845. 
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Easthampton had one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  immigrant populat ions i n  the county 
throughout t he  period, averaging seven po in ts  above the county average i n  1880 
and 1905. I n  1880, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  na t ives  o f  I r e l a n d  (49%) and Canada (17%), 
Easthampton had the  l a rges t  German-born populat ion i n  the  county (14.7%). I n  
1905, the German-born popu la t ion  was about t he  same, a1 though t h e  1 i s t  o f  t he  
fore ign-born was then topped b y  French Canadians (27.1%, poss ib ly  associated 
w i t h  the cot ton m i l l s )  and I r i s h  (16.4%), fo l lowed b y  smal ler numbers from 
Poland, Austr ia,  and England. 

C. Settlement Pat terns 

Easthampton Center cont inued t o  expand as the  urban i n d u s t r i a l  focus. The 
r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  was maintained as the pr imary manufacturing b e l t  from the  
Nashawannuck f a b r i c  m i l  1 s t o  Lower Mi l lpond. The worker 's  d i s t r i c t  expanded 
from the  Cottage S t ree t  dam t o  East S t ree t  along the  base o f  Mount Tom w i t h  
increas ing  d e n s i t y  as two- and th ree- fami ly  housing. h a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
area was maintained a1 ong Park and Main Streets from the town center t o  
W i l  1 i s ton  Academy. Commercial and c i v i c  focus remained around the  town common 
w i t h  secondary a c t i v i t y  along t h e  Cottage St ree t  t r o l l e y  1 ine to the c i v i c  
focus a t  Clark Street-Holyoke Road. Farming cont inued to  be the  pr imary 
a c t i v i t y  along the Manhan meadows and on East s t r e e t  from Oxbow to the base o f  
Mount Tom. 

D. Economic Base 

The Late I n d u s t r i a l  Per iod  represented the  maturing o f  most o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
m i l l s .  The town became a major center o f  t h e  e l a s t i c  f a b r i c  industry ,  o f  
which the  most extensive representa t ive  was the  Glendale E l a s t i c  Fabrics 
Company. The combined product of manufactures i n  Easthanpton was valued a t  
$1.8 m i l l i o n  i n  1875, g i v i n g  t h e  town a rank o f  t h i r d  i n  t he  county a f t e r  
Northampton and Ware. I n  1886, George S. Col ton, a former foreman i n  the  
Glendale E l a s t i c  Fabrics p lan t ,  erected h i s  own e l a s t i c  web p lan t ;  by 1915 h i s  
own sales amounted t o  $320,000. 

The pe r iod  a1 so saw a t  l e a s t  one ma j o r  casualty:  the W i l l  i s t an  M i l  1 was empty 
b y  1900, although the  reason for t h i s  i s  unclear. I n t o  i t s  place i n  1900 
moved the  West Bay1 ston Manufacturing Company, a major Worcester County cot ton 
f a c t o r y  displaced b y  the MDC cons t ruc t ion  o f  the Wachusett Reservoir. The 
King S i l k  M i l l s ,  b u i l t  on Mechanic S t ree t  probably i n  t he  1890s, were taken 
over b y  the National F e l t  Company i n  1905. A b leaching and dyeing f i r m ,  t he  
Hampton Company, was es tab l ished f i v e  y a r s  l a t e r .  

E. Arch i tec ture  

Res ident ia l  : The boom i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  construct ion,  which began i n  the  1840s, 
continued we l l  i n t o  the Late I n d u s t r i a l  Period. Areas around the town center 
f i l l  ed i n  w i th  s ing le - fami ly  housing, wh i l  e s e t t l  ement expanded southeast 
along Holyoke Road. By the  end o f  the period, the town center had acquired 
much o f  t h e  densely-set t led character it r e t a i n s  today. 

Substant ia l  Second Empire, S t i ck  Style, Queen Anne, and Craftsman houses were 
b u i l t  along Main and Park Streets.  The s ideha l l  p lan remained the  bas ic  u n i t  
of p lanning through the  end o f  the period, b u t  b y  t h e  1890s, most la rge  houses 
were being b u i l t  w i th  towers, e l l s ,  and p r o j e c t i n g  gabled bays as an 
embell ishment t o  the  s ideha l l  plan. Most Queen Anne and Craftsman houses i n  
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Easthampton incorpora te  pyramidal  h i p  r o o f  and o f f s e t  f r o n t  gables. Simple 
s i d e h a l l  p lan one- and two-s to ry  Queen Anne houses were b u i l t  i n  some numbers 
i n  t h e  ne i  ghborhoods ad jacen t  t o  Hol yoke S t ree t .  

A f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  century,  square p lan,  pyramidal ,  h i p  roa f  Co lon ia l  
Rev iva l  houses became t h e  most common modest s i ng le - f am i l y  house type. Duplex 
and fourp l  ex tenenment rowhouses remained t h e  s tandard mu1 t i p 1  e- fami l  y 
workers '  houses type. Numerous b r i c k  and frame gable r o a f  double houses w i t h  
smal l  e n t r y  porches and shed dormers were b u i l t  a long  Everet t ,  Parsons, and 
Pleasant S t ree t .  O f  n o t e  i s  a  U-shaped complex o f  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  and 
frame Queen Anne/Craftsman double houses (ca. 1910) b u i l t  around a  park on 
Pleasant S t r e e t  ; t h e  qua1 i t y  o f  t h e  housing and t h e i r  1  andscaped surroundings 
suggest t h a t  thehouses  were b u i l t  for  upper l e v e l  workers. A l s o o f  note i s  a  
f o u r - s t o r y  s tucco and frame Craftsman apartment b lock  (ca. 1910) on Main 
S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town center .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Impor tant  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cons t ruc t i on  occurred southeast o f  t h e  
town center  i n  t h e  n e i  ghborhoods which developed a1 ong Hol yoke S t ree t .  Th is  
cons i s ted  o f  one church (Sacred Hear t )  and severa l  e l  ementary schools, among 
them the  Maple S t r e e t  and Parsons S t r e e t  schools. Sacred Heart  Church (ca. 
1910) i s  a  gab le  r o o f e d  one-and-a-half s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  Craftsman 
d e t a i l i n g .  Both schools  were b u i l t  a t  t h e  end o f  the  per iod;  both a r e  
u t i l  i t a r i a n  b r i c k  s t r uc tu res ,  two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  f l a t  r o o f s  and r a i s e d  
basements. Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cons t ruc t i on  inc luded t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  the 
Notre Dame Church and School on Pleasant  S t ree t ,  S t .  P h i l i p ' s  Episcopla 
Church and School on Pleasant S t ree t ,  S t .  P h i l l i p s  Episcopal Church on Main 
S t ree t ,  and t h e  P u b l i c  L i b ra r y .  Notre Dame Church (ca. 1905) combines Tuscan, 
Renaissance Reviva l ,  and Goth ic  elements, wh i le  S t .  P h i l i p ' s  (1901-02) i s  a  
we1 1 d e t a i l  ed one-story  s h i n g l e  and brownstone Craftsman s t r u c t u r e .  The 
Pub l i c  L i b r a r y  i s  p robab ly  t he  f i n e s t  b u i l d i n g  o f  the  per iod.  B u i l t  i n  1881 t o  
t h e  designs o f  t h e  Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  o f  Peabody and Stearns, t h e  
L i b r a r y  i s  a  two-s to ry  brownstone Queen Anne s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an octagonal 
cen te r  lan te rn ,  t i l e  r o o f ,  and h a l f - t i n b e r e d  gables. 

Commercial: Commercial cons t ruc t i on  expanded along Holyoke Road (Route 141) 
w i t h  two- and t h r e e - s t o r y  r e d  and b u f f  b r i c k  commercial b l ocks  b u i l t  a long 
both s ides o f  Holyoke Road f rom the  town center  south t o  Clark  S t ree t .  Most o f  
these appear t o  have been b u i l t  between 1895 and 1915 w i t h  Queen Anne, 
Renaissance Rev iva l  and Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  designs predominating. Also b u i l t  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  h i p  roofed depot (ca. 1885) o f f  Holyoke S t ree t .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  complex b u i l t  i n  the p e r i o d  was t he  
Nashawannuck Company M i l  1  (ca. 18801, a  complex o f  f ou r  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g s  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  design w i t h  co rbe l l ed  corn ices.  

X. E a r l y  Modern Pe r i od  (1915-1940) 

T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Abondonment o f  t r o l l  ey rou tes  f rom Northampton and Holyoke occurred b y  1935 as 
w e l l  as improvement o f  the  Manhan R iver  c o r r i d o r  t o  West f ie ld ,  w i t h  Route 10 
as auto highway through Easthampton Center and Route 5 a long t h e  Connect icut  
River  t o  Holyoke w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r i dge  i n t a c t  (1934) a t  Oxbow. 
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B. Popu la t ion  

A f t e r  a s t r ong  p e r i o d  o f  growth i n  t h e  World War I years,  Easthampton's 
expansion r a t e  r a p i d l y  decl  ined. A f t e r  1925, t h e  nu ther  o r  r es i den t s  a c t u a l l y  
decl ined f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  per iod .  The town's o v e r a l l  growth r a t e ,  4.7% 
p laced i t  7 th  among t h e  23 towns i n  the  county, and c lose  t o  the  coun ty ' s  4.1% 
average. I n  1935 Easthampton, f o l l  owing Northampton, was t h e  second l a r g e s t  
town i n  the county. 

C. S e t t l  ement Pa t t e rns  

Res iden t i a l  expansion con t inued  from Easthampton Center south a1 ong Holyoke 
Road (Route 141) and Main S t ree t  (Route 10) as modest suburban development. 
Secondary commercial expansion emerged a1 ong Co l l  ege Highway (Route 10) t o  
Northampton w i t h  a p r imary  bus iness and c i v i c  focus around t he  town common. 
The s ta tus  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  remained around W i l l  i s t o n  Academy w i t h  a 
mu1 ti p l e - f a m i l y  n e i  ghborhood a1 ong t he  i n d u s t r i a l  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i  dor f r om 
Cottage S t r e e t  center  . Tobacco fa rming  was mainta ined as t h e  p r ima ry  a c t i v i t y  
on f e r t i l e  Manhan meadows w i t h  o u t l y i n g  market gardens a long East S t r e e t  and 
West S t r e e t  p l a i ns .  

D. Economic Base 

A l l  o f  Easthampton's major manufacturers d i d  w e l l  on World War con t rac ts .  I n  
t h e  e a r l y  20th century,  the  West Boy ls ton M i l l s  expanded d rama t i ca l l y ,  and f o r  
most of t h e  per iod,  desp i t e  t h e  company's cons t ruc t i on  o f  an Alabama m i l l  i n  
1927, remained t h e  l a r g e s t  employer i n  town, w i t h  an employee r o s t e r  o f  1700 
men and women . 
The general c o n s t r i c t i o n  o f  business i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920s probably  f o r ced  t h e  
e l a s t i c  companies t o  re -eva lua te  t h e i r  pos i t i on .  I n  1927, t he  major f i r m s  
(Glenda1 e E l a s t i c  Fabr ics ,  George S. Col ton  E l  a s t i c  Web, and Easthampton 
Rubber Thread Company) merged w i t h  the  Lowel l  and L i t t l e t o n  u n i t s  o f  Convant, 
Houghton and Company t o  fo rm t h e  Un i t ed  E l a s t i c  Corporat ion. Together t h e  
th ree  Easthampton u n i t s  o f  t h e  new f i r m  employed approx imate ly  1000 persons. 

No o the r  ma j a r  new i n d u s t r i e s  were i d e n t i f i e d .  

E. A r ch i t ec tu re  

Res iden t i a l  : Res iden t i a l  cons t ruc t i on  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern Pe r i od  was 1 imi  t e d  
t o  o u t l y i n g  areas o f  b u i l t - u p  neighborhoods and t o  i n f i l l  cons t ruc t ion .  
Pe r i od  houses--most o f  them one- and two-story,  gab le  r o o f ,  Co lon ia l  Revival  
cottages--were b u i l t  a long Hendrick, East, Love f ie ld ,  Lyman, West, Glendale, 
and Park S t ree ts .  A few l a r g e r  b r i c k  and frame Tudor Reviva l ,  Co lon ia l  
Rev iva l ,  and Craftsman houses were b u i l t  on Park and Main St reets .  One o f  t h e  
most ou ts tand ing  o f  these  i s  a h i p  roofed Craftsman house on Main S t r e e t  w i t h  
eyebrow dormers, deep eaves, and exposed r a f t e r s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A f a i r  amount o f  c i v i c  and p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cons t ruc t i on  
occur red  i n  the per iod.  Among t h e  b u i l d i n g s  e rec ted  were a b u f f  b r i c k  
Georgian Reviva l  h i gh  school (ca. 1925) on Park S t ree t ,  a Neoclass ica l  pos t  
o f f i ce  (ca. 1925) on Holyoke S t ree t ,  and severa l  b r i c k  Georgian Reviva l  
b u i l d i n g s  (ca. 1935) a t  t h e  W i l l  i s t o n  Academy. 
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Commercial : Continued commercial cons t ruc t i on  occur red  along Hol yoke Road 
w i t h  one- and two-s to ry  b r i c k  and concrete b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  through t he  1920s. 
Among these  were the  Ma jes t i c  Theatre (ca. 1920), t h e  b r i c k  Neoclass ica l  
Easthampton Nat iona l  Bank, and t h e  Easthampton Savings Bank. S t r i p  
development began to take p lace  on Route 10 n o r t h  o f  the  town center  w i t h  a t  
1  east  one dr ive- through gas s t a t i o n  w i t h  a  bunglow-type gable r o o f  and f l a r e d  
posts, b u i l t  near West S t ree t .  

X I .  Survey Observations 

General : Easthampton ' s  i nven to ry  focuses on b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  town center.  
Outstanding Co lon ia l  and Federal  Per iod  houses ou ts ide  t he  town center  are 
i nc l uded  as a re  the  most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  , commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r uc tu res .  H i s t o r i c a l  in format ion on i nven to ry  farms i s  o f t e n  lack ing .  
Fur ther  survey work should r e c o r d  a1 1 remain ing Federal Pe r i od  s t r u c t u r e s  and 
should document ou ts tand ing  mid-19th t o  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  res idences as w e l l  
as i n s t i  t u t i o n a l  , commercial, and i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l  d ings. Area forms should be 
completed f o r  neighborhoods o f  midd le c l ass  and workers ' housing, w i t h  
p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  t o  adopt ion o f  t h e  double house f o r  m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  
use. We1 1 preserved a g r i c u l t u r a l  landscapes s u r v i v e  i n  the  F o r t  H i1  l /Clapp 
Road area. Also o f  note,  a r e  t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t  on Main and Pleasant 
S t ree ts ,  and workers ' hous ing on F e r r y  and Pleasant S t ree ts .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Easthampton I s  survey has i d e n t i f i e d  t h r e e  o f  i t s  key  i n d u s t r i a l  
bu i l d i ngs - - t he  W i l l  i s t o n  and Kn igh t  bu t t on  fac to ry ,  the W i l l  i s t o n  M i l l s  (MHC 
#23) and t he  Nashawannuck Manufactur ing Company (MHC # I ) ,  a1 though t h e r e  
appears t o  be  some confus ion over t h e  names o f  t h e  l a t t e r  two. There i s  
v i r t u a l l y  no eva lua t i on  o f  s i gn i f i cance ,  hcwever. The town i s  unusual i n  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  elements f r om a l l  o f  the  town's M j a r  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  and Late 
I n d u s t r i a l  Pe r i od  i n d u s t r i e s  surv ive .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above, these  inc lude  
the  West Boy ls ton Manufactur ing Company ( t he  ca. 1900 expansion o f  t he  
W i l l  i s t o n  M i l  1  s), and Val 1  ey Machine Company, W i l l  i s t o n  and Kn igh t ' s  new 
p lan t ,  the  Glendale E l a s t i c  Fab r i cs  Company, and, probaby t he  most i n t a c t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  Easthampton Rubber Thread Compnay. Many o f  these  p lan t s  
were key, n o t  o n l y  t o  t he  development o f  Easthampton, b u t  to t h e  e l a s t i c  
f a b r i c  business genera l l y .  

X I  I. Sources C i  t ed  

Book o f  t h e  Chronic1 es o f  t h e  City of Samuel [ W i l l  i s t on ] :  Being a Sketch o f  
t he  H i s t o r v  o f  Eastham~ton (Eas tham~ton .  1867). 

Easthampton, Massachusetts, Commemorating t h e  175th Anniversary  and 
Homecoming, 1785- 1960 (n .p . ,1960?). 
Repor t  o f  t h e  Centennial  Cel eb ra t i on  a t  Easthampton (Easthampton , 1885). 

Sesquicentennia l  Ce leb ra t i on  Commi t t ee ,  1785-1935, 150th Anniversary o f  
Easthampton, Mass., June 17, 1935 (n.p., 1935?) 

Lyman, Payson W i l l i s t o n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  Easthampton (Northhampton, 1866). 

Wright, Luther,  H i s t o r i c a l  of Easthampton, Mass. (Northampton, 1852). 
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