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M H C  RECONNAISSANCE S U R V E Y  R E P O R T  

D A T E :  1984 COMMUNITY: Dennis 

I.  T O P O G R A P H Y  

The t o w n  of Dennis i s  located i n  the Mid-Cape area o f  Cape Cod .  
I t  l i e s  in l a t i t u d e  41° 4 5 '  north a n d  longitude 40° 8 '  west. 
The town i s  approximately 7 8  miles from Boston by land a n d  60 
miles by water. Dennis i s  bounded by Cape Cod Bay t o  the north,  
the Nantucket S o u n d  t o  the south,  Yarmouth t o  the west, a n d  
Brewster a n d  Harwich t o  the e a s t .  

Geologically, Dennis i s  divided in to  three  general areas  which 
form two natural d iv is ions  o f  the  t o w n ,  t he  northern a n d  southern 
par t .  Approximately one mile south o f  the Cape Cod Bay shore l ine  
a range o f  h i l l s  e x i s t s  represent ing a n  extension o f  the Sandwich 
Moraine. The h i l l s  extend from e a s t  t o  west across the town a n d  
the e n t i r e  southern portion o f  the Cape from Sandwich a n d  Bourne 
t o  Orleans. North o f  the moraine l a n d  sur faces  a re  uneven a n d  
slope downward t o  the Bay. Geological deposi ts  in t h i s  area 
include lake a n d  lake b o t t o m  depos i t s ,  swamp a n d  marsh depos i t s ,  
beach depos i t s ,  a n d  some undi f ferent ia ted  dune deposi ts .  S o u t h  o f  
the moraine area a re  Harwich Outwash Plain deposi ts  sloping 
southerly t o  the Nantucket S o u n d .  Beach a n d  dune, as well as 
swamp a n d  marsh, deposi ts  a re  f o u n d  along the southern shore l ine  
as  well.  General e levat ions  in the northern portion o f  t o w n  
average 100 f e e t  or l e s s ,  a1 t h o u g h  higher e levat ions are  present 
( e . g . ,  Scargo Hill a t  160 f e e t ) .  S o u t h  o f  the moraine area 
e levat ions  average 50 f e e t  or l e s s .  

So i l s  w i t h i n  the town a re  generally l i g h t  sandy deposi ts  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the s u r f i c i a l  deposi ts  noted above. Soi l s  in 
moraine deposi ts  a re  mostly medium t o  very coarse sand a n d  pebble 
t o  cobble gravel.  Large boulders a re  common. In outwash plain 
depos i t s  s o i l s  a re  composed mostly o f  medium t o  very coarse sand 
a n d  pebble t o  cobble gravel in the northern pa r t  a n d  medium t o  
f i n e  sand containing sca t t e red  pebbles a n d  cobbles in the southern 
par t  (01 dale 1969). Ti l l  a n d  boulders a re  common in the northern 
pa r t .  The Q u i v e t t  a n d  Sesui t  Necks a re  the most f e r t i l e  areas in 
the t o w n ,  as a re  low-lying areas  i n  val leys a n d  around ponds. 
Wood1 ands in the Dennis a rea ,  1 ike other  Cape a reas ,  were c l ea r  
cut  ear ly  in the town's se t t lement .  O a k  a n d  pine now charac ter ize  
e x i s t i n g  wooded areas .  

B o t h  surface a n d  subsurface drainage pa t te rns  e x i s t  in the Dennis 
area.  In the northern portion o f  t o w n  surface drainage e x i s t s  
through several l akes ,  ponds, c reeks ,  a n d  brooks. These areas 
include Scargo P o n d ,  Chase Garden Creek, White's Brook, Sesui t  
Creek, a n d  Q u i v e t t  Creek, a l l  draining in a norther ly d i rec t ion  
toward the Bay. S o u t h  o f  the Foll in s  P o n d ,  Setucket Road a rea ,  
drainage i s  southerly.  Surface drainage in the area i s  through 
Mill P o n d ,  Fol l ins  P o n d ,  Swan P o n d ,  Bass River, Swan P o n d  River, 
a n d  other  wetlands. Subsurface drainage i s  a l so  present in 
outwash plain deposi ts .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Dennis



Dennis a l so  contains several coastal  i n l e t s  which o f fe r  harbor 
loca t ions  f o r  vessels  o f  most c l a s ses  as well as extensive s a l t  
marshes. S a l t  marshes a re  present a l o n g  t i d a l  creeks a n d  r i v e r s  
on  b o t h  northern a n d  southern shore l ines .  Along the northern 
shore1 i n e ,  potent ial  harbors fo r  small e r  cl ass vessel s  a re  present 
in the Bass Hole/Chase Garden Creek a rea ,  the Sesui t  Creek area ,  
a n d  the Q u i v e t t  Creek area .  A l o n g  the  Nantucket Sound  shore l ine ,  
harbor areas  a re  present in the Bass River a n d  Swan P o n d  River 
areas .  Anchorage areas  in the v i c i n i t y  o f  Bass River can 
accommodate 1 arger  cl ass  vesse ls  t h a n  northern shore areas .  

11. P O L I T I C A L  BOUNDARIES 

Nobscusset t e r r i t o r y  was included i n  the bounds o f  the town o f  
Yarmouth, es tabl  ished in 1 6 4 1 .  The or iginal  eas tern  boundary ran 
from Q u i v e t t  Creek t o  the south shore e a s t  o f  Herring River ( i n  
present Harwich), b u t  in 1681 t h i s  l i n e  was sh i f t ed  t o  run west o f  
Herring River, a n d  t h i s  p e r s i s t s  as the present Dennis-Harwich 
l i n e .  Lands e a s t  o f  Chase Garden River a n d  Bass River were s e t  
o f f  as East Parish Yarmouth i n  1 7 2 1 ,  a n d  w i t h  the incorporation o f  
East Parish as the town o f  Dennis i n  1793, these watercourses 
became the town's western boundary. 

111. HISTORIC O V E R V I E W  

Dennis i s  a coastal  r e s o r t  a n d  r e s iden t i a l  community located on 
the cent ra l  Cape Cod peninsula,  e a s t  o f  Chase Garden Creek a n d  
B A S S  River, with both Cape Cod Bay a n d  Nantucket S o u n d  shores.  
Native set t lement  probably focused along the north shore a t  
Nobscusset, Sesu i t ,  a n d  Q u i v e t t  necks, a n d  in the southwest a l o n g  
Bass River, with secondary occupation a t  o ther  local p o n d ,  
e s tua ry ,  a n d  shore s i t e s .  F i r s t  colonial  set t lement  t o o k  place 
ca. 1639 a t  or near Nobscusset nat ive plant ing f i e l d s  in the 
northwest. Local 1 7 t h -  a n d  18th-century dispersed agr i cu l tu ra l  
set t lement  concentrated on f e r t i l e  bayside lands north o f  the 
cent ra l  east-west overland corr idor  above the Bass River b a r r i e r ,  
with primary branches nor theas t  t o  Eastham a n d  southeast  t o  
chatham. East Parish Yarmouth meetinghouse s i t e  was es tabl i shed  
a t  Nobscusset in 1 7 2 1 .  

Northside development continued through the mid 1 9 t h  century,  with 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  growth a t  Nobscusset (Dennis) Village a n d  regional ly 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s a l t  production a n d  shipbui lding a t  East Dennis. By 
1800, however, s i g n i f i c a n t  mari t ime-oriented growth s h i f t e d  
southwest t o  the Bass River focus,  a n d  by mid 1 9 t h  century coastal  
set t lement  spread along the southern Main S t r e t  cor r idor  from West 
Dennis t o  Dennisport. S o u t h  Dennis grew as a central  c i v i c  focus, 
a n d  a f t e r  1865 as local  r a i l road  depot. Population decline came 
w i t h  the  col lapse o f  the  local f i sh ing  a n d  maritime economy in the 
l a t e  19th cneutry,  a n d  set t lement  expansion ended, a1 t h o u g h  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  addi t ions continued a t  East Dennis a n d  Dennisport. 
Twentieth-century, resor t -or ien ted  growth came with the r i s e  o f  
automobile tourism, with a t h e a t r e  complex es tabl i shed  a t  Dennis 
Village in the 1920s and summer cot tage development along the b a y  
shore a n d  in the south a t  Dennisport. 
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I n t e n s i v e  post-1 940 r e s i d e n t i a l  development has fo l lowed t h e  
eas tward  expans ion  of t h e  Barnstable-Yarmouth r e g i o n a l  c o r e .  New 
development has  been widespread ,  a l though  most c o n c e n t r a t e d  sou th  
o f  t h e  Route 2 8  c o r r i d o r  toward Nantucket  Sound, no r thwes t  of 
Dennis V i l l a g e  toward t h e  bay s h o r e ,  and i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of 
town nor thwes t  of t h e  Route 6 i n t e r c h a n g e  w i t h  new commercial 
development sou th  of  t h e  i n t e r c h a n g e  a long Route 134. S u r v i v i n g  
1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t s c a p e s  a t  West Dennis and Denn i spor t  
a long Route 2 8  i n  t h e  sou th  and a t  Dennis V i l l a g e  a long Route 6A 
i n  t h e  n o r t h  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e  i n t e n s i v e  development p r e s s u r e s .  
Notable  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  v i l l a g e  l a n d s c a p e s  s u r v i v e ,  however, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on Old Main S t r e e t  i n  West Dennis ,  a t  South Dennis ,  
and a t  Eas t  Dennis .  

IV. C O N T A C T  PERIOD (1 500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Exact  l o c a t i o n s  of Con tac t  pe r iod  Nat ive  American t r a i l s  a r e  
unknown f o r  Dennis d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, s e v e r a l  t r a i l s  
a r e  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of envi ronmenta l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and t h e  expec ted  
l o c a t i o n s  of known n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  A t  l e a s t  one major t r a i l  
was probably  p r e s e n t  through t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town runn ing  
e a s t / w e s t  a1 ong t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of  c o a s t a l  e s t u a r i e s  
b o r d e r i n g  Cape Cod Bay. One t r a i l  p robably  fo l lowed t h e  gene ra l  
c o u r s e  of Route 6A w i t h  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  S a t u c k e t  
Road a r e a .  The t r a i l s  probably  connected  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  i n  t h e  
Mat t acheese ,  Hockanom, Nobscusse t ,  and S a t u c k e t  a r e a s .  The Bass 
River  a r e a  from F o l l i n s  Pond t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  a l s o  probably  
a c t e d  a s  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  w i t h  a  p o s s i b l e  l a n d  t r a i l  a long 
t h e  s h o r e .  Secondary t r a i l s  a l s o  probably  e x i s t e d  l e a d i n g  t o  
c o a s t a l  1  o c a t i o n s ,  ponds,  and o t h e r  a r e a s .  

B .  Popu la t ion  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  ev idence  e x i s t s  from which a c c u r a t e  Con tac t  pe r iod  
popu la t ion  e s t i m a t e s  can be made f o r  t h e  Dennis a r e a .  A c t u a l l y ,  
Nat ive p o p u l a t i o n s  were probably  s h a r e d  w i t h  Brewster  and Yarmouth 
a s  Nat ive  s e t t l e m e n t s  were a p p a r e n t l y  c e n t e r e d  a long c r e e k s  and 
r i v e r s  sha red  between t h e  towns. The n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of Dennis 
was known a s  Nobscusset  and probably  c o n t a i n e d  a  Nat ive  v i l l a g e  by 
t h a t  name. The Pawkunnawkuts occupied t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of 
Dennis on both s i d e s  of  t h e  Bass R ive r .  I t  i s  on1 i k e l y  t h e  t o t a l  
Nat ive popu la t ion  i n  Dennis exceeded 200 t o  300 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  l a t e  Con tac t  pe r iod  p l a g u e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Dennis a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  However, some c o n t a c t  between Nat ives  and Europeans i n  
t h e  Dennis a r e a  undoubtedly took p l a c e ,  a s  European e x p l o r e r s  and 
f i shermen f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  long  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t .  For 
example,  Gosnold may have v i s i t e d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  a r e a  a s  e a r l y  a s  
1602,  o r  Champlain may have l a t e r ,  i n  1605. L a t e r ,  i n  1620,  
e x p l o r e r s  from t h e  Mayflower may a l s o  have e x p l o r e d  t h e  bay a r e a .  
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Other Mayflower explorers  o f  the area may have included Governor 
Bradford a n d  a party aboard the - Swan i n  1622 a n d  Captain Standish 
in 1623. 

Natives h a d  s e t t l e d  the Dennis area fo r  some time pr ior  t o  
European contact .  K n o w n  Late Woodland period s i t e s  a re  present in 
the  t o w n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the Bass River area.  Late Woodland  
period a r t i f a c t  l i s t i n g s  with general town provenience a lso  
ind ica te  the extent  t o  which t h i s  area was s e t t l e d  during t h a t  
period. All k n o w n  s i t e s  a n d  a r t i f a c t  1  i s t i n g s  generally exh ib i t  
s i t e  locat ional  preferences f o r  coastal  e s tua r ine  areas .  

While Contact period s i t e s  a re  cur rent ly  u n k n o w n  in the Dennis 
a rea ,  t h e i r  presence i s  expected. The loca t ion  o f  Native 
set t lements  in the Yarmouth, Dennis, a n d  Brewster area has been 
documented f o r  the preceding Late Wood1 a n d  period. I n  addi t ion ,  
l a t e  Contact period Native populations were documented in the 
Mattacheese area o f  eas tern  Yarmouth/West Dennis. Later ,  i n  the 
Plantat ion period, k n o w n  Native populations were present a l o n g  the 
Bass River a n d  expected in the Hockanom a n d  Nobscusset areas  as 
well as Q u i v e t t  a n d  Sesui t  Neck areas .  Thus while Contact period 
s i t e s  a r e  n o t  cu r ren t ly  k n o w n  i n  Dennis, s i t e s  o f  the preceding 
a n d  l a t e r  periods a re  present .  I n  addi t ion ,  Contact period s i t e s  
a re  reported in neighboring Yarmouth. 

Native place names a lso  provide indica t ions  o f  the extent  t o  which 
Natives e i t h e r  inhabited and/or used the Dennis area.  I n  the 
northern portion o f  Dennis, several  areas  s t i l l  r e t a in  t h e i r  
A1  gonkian roots .  These areas  incl  ude Sesui t a n d  Q u i v e t t  Necks, 
Sesui t  a n d  Q u i v e t t  Creeks, Nobscusset Point,  Nabscusset Harbor, 
a n d  H o k u m  Rock. Most Native place names i n  the Dennis area 
survive in the northern portion o f  t o w n .  

Thus, considerable evidence indica tes  t h a t  Contact period s i t e s  
shoul d e x i s t  in the Dennis area.  Ethnohistorical  accounts have 
documented Native se t t lements  in the Mattacheese area o f  East 
Yarmouth. Native place names a re  a lso  present throughout much o f  
the  town .  Accordingly, n o t  o n l y  a re  Contact period s i t e s  expected 
t o  be present b u t  a l so  they should follow regional a n d  Cape 
set t lement  preferences f o r  coastal  areas such as e s t u a r i e s ,  t i d a l  
r i v e r s ,  a n d  ponds. 

D .  Subsistence Pat tern 

Since European se t t lements  were n o t  present in the Dennis area 
during t h i s  period, European subsis tence probably f o l l  owed t h a t  o f  
the Native inhabi tants  in the area .  While some f o o d  was 
undoubtedly ca r r i ed  with ea r ly  expl o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  fishermen, 
the b u l k  o f  t h e i r  subsis tence was probably secured through 
hunting, f i sh ing ,  the gathering o f  wild plants  a n d  s h e l l f i s h ,  a n d  
the t r ade ,  s t ea l  i n g ,  or purchase o f  agr icul  tu ra l  products ( e .g . ,  
corn or turkey wheat) from the local  Natives. 

Native subsis tence during the  Contact period i n  the Dennis area 
was probably s imi la r  t o  t h a t  practiced in o the r  Cape areas .  The 
combined use o f  wild a n d  domesticate f o o d  resources formed the 
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b a s i s  of  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  sy s t em.  I t  i s  unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  
when a g r i  cu l  t u r e  o r ,  more s p e c i  f i  c a l  l y  , h o r t i  cu l  t u r e ,  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  N a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Cape Cod a r e a .  However, by t h e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  and squash  
were  b e i n g  produced f o r  s t o r a g e  and a t  t i m e s  f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  
E n g l  i s h  s e t t l e r s .  She1 1  f i s h i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  Numerous t i d a l  a r e a s  c o n t a i n  
mixed beds  o f  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  t y p e  o f  s h e l l f i s h  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
Cape a r e a .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s o f t - s h e l l  c lams  have  been h i t o r i c a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Both f r e s h  and s a l t w a t e r  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  
a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Dennis  a r e a .  The t o w n ' s  s e v e r a l  
f r e s h w a t e r  ponds c o n t a i n  numerous s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  f o r  
consumpt ion .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  a l e w i v e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  and may have had 
a  w i d e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

Cape Cod Bay and t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  wide v a r i e t y  
o f  f i s h  f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n .  Sea mammals, such a s  wha l e s  and s e a l s ,  
were  a1 s o  a v a i  1  a b l e .  

The w e t l a n d s  and f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  of  Dennis  p rov ided  numerous 
s p e c i e s  o f  mammals f o r  h u n t i n g .  Wolves were  p r e s e n t  a s  were  d e e r  
and v a r i o u s  f u r - b e a r e r s .  Va r ious  s p e c i e s  of  ducks  were  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  i n  f r e s h w a t e r  wet1 ands  and c o a s t a l  e s t u a r i n e  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1  620-1675)  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  were p r o b a b l y  s t i l l  i n  u se  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
C o l o n i a l  r o a d s  were  s low t o  d e v e l o p .  The County Road was l a i d  o u t  
r o u g h l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Route 6A, p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  an 
e a r l  i e r  Na t ive  t r a i l .  T h i s  r oad  c o n n e c t e d  B a r n s t a b l e  and Sandwich 
s e t t l e m e n t s  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  S a t u c k e t  ( B r e w s t e r )  and Nause t ,  o r  
Eastham. O t h e r  roadways may a l s o  have been l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Dennis  V i l l a g e .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Dennis  and e n t i r e  Cape Cod a r e a  were  i n  
c o n s t a n t  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  N a t i v e s  were  s t i l l  s e t t l e d  
a l o n g  t h e  Bass R i v e r  a r e a .  A s e t t l e m e n t  o r  r e s e r v a t i o n  was a l s o  
p r e s e n t  a t  NObsquass i t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o f  town. In 1674 
R i c h a r d  Bourne r e p o r t e d  121 P r a y i n g  I n d i a n s  a t  Sawtucke t  and 
Nobscus se t ,  which i n c l u d e s  bo th  t h e  Dennis and Brews te r  a r e a s .  
T h i s  f i g u r e  l i k e l y  u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  t h e  t o t a l  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  
t h e  towns.  However, i t  i s  u n l  i k e l y  t h a t  more t h a n  150  t o  200 
N a t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s t i l l  l i v e d  i n  t h e  Dennis  a r e a .  

European p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  t h e  Dennis  a r e a  d u i r n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s i n c e  t h e  town 
r e c o r d s  o f  Yarmouth (which t h e n  i n c l u d e d  D e n n i s )  burned  i n  1674 
(Deyo 1890: 4 6 2 ) .  However, s e t t l e m e n t  was s low f o l l o w i n g  i n i t i a l  
e f f o r t s  i n  1639.  By 1675  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  more t h a n  200 i n d i v i d u a l s  
r e s i d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  town. 
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C.  Sett lement Pat tern 

Dennis as i t  e x i s t s  today was s e t t l e d  as p a r t  o f  Mattacheese, or 
Yarmouth. Most o f  the Dennis area as we k n o w  i t  t o d a y  was then 
k n o w n  as Nobscusset, the  Native name fo r  t h a t  a rea .  The f i r s t  
white set t lement  o f  Nobscusset, or Dennis, occurred in 1639 w i t h  
the set t lement  o f  th ree  or four fami l ies  in the North Dennis 
area.  Within a few yea r s ,  set t lement  h a d  spread t o  most areas o f  
the present town .  However, the  area was sparsely s e t t l e d .  Some 
set t lement  h a d  occurred in the southern portion o f  t o w n ,  b u t  most 
set t lements  were in the area north o f  Fol l ins  P o n d  a n d  in the 
general area o f  Route 6A in the Dennis Village,  East Dennis, 
Scargo Lake, a n d  Q u i v e t t  Neck areas .  A f o r t  may a l so  have been 
b u i l t  o n  Scargo Hill during t h i s  period. 

T h a t  Native Americans were s t i l l  s e t t l e d  in the Dennis area a t  the 
time o f  set t lement  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  by a number o f  f a c t o r s .  White 
set t lement  was f a c i l  i  t a t ed  through the purchase o f  Native 1 ands 
from a t  l e a s t  two sachems. Masshantampaigne was sagamore o f  the 
Nobscussetts a n d  was apparently the sachem for  the e n t i r e  northern 
ha1 f o f  the t o w n .  Janno, a successor of Jyannough, he1 d au thor i ty  
over the western portion o f  Yarmouth t o  Masshantampaigne's lands 
on the e a s t ,  a n d  from the re  southeas ter ly  t o  Bass River. All l a n d  
claims in these areas  were s e t t l e d  by 1658. Chris t ian missionary 
a c t i v i t i e s  with the Natives were begun in DennisIYarmouth by John 
E l l i o t  in 1647-48. A Native congregation was present a t  
Nobsquassit during t h i s  period as Bourne reported 1 2 1  Praying 
Indians there  a n d  on Sawtucket in 1 6 7 4 .  Other Native set t lements  
a l so  probably exis ted  in the southern portion o f  t o w n  along Bass 
River. 

D .  Economic Base 

Dennis was inhabited by b o t h  Europeans a n d  Natives during t h i s  
epriod.  Wampanoag Natives, k n o w n  l o c a l l y  as Mattacheese, Hokanom, 
Nobscusset, a n d  Pawkunnawkuts, continued t o  combine wil d a n d  
domesticate f o o d  resources as t h e i r  subsis tence base. Corn 
a g r i c u l t u r e  was important a n d  may have been concentrated along the 
coastal  necks in the northern portion o f  t o w n  a n d  l a t e r  along the 
Bass River. Hunting and f i sh ing  were s t i l l  important. Dr i f t  
whales and s h e l l f i s h  were a l so  l i k e l y  exploi ted in coastal  a reas .  

F o l l o w i n g  the i n i t i a l  se t t lement  o f  Mobscusset (Dennis) in 1639, 
agricul  tura l  pursui t s  were the primary emphasis o f  the s e t t l  e r s .  
Corn, rye,  wheat, a n d  in some areas  English h a y ,  were probably 
grown as were some f r u i t s .  S a l t  hay was a l so  harvested from the 
extensive marsh areas  along b o t h  northern a n d  southern 
coast1 ines .  Sal t hay provided grazing material fo r  animals which 
were a l so  present :  c a t t l e ,  sheep, p igs ,  horses,  a n d  oxen. 
Domesticate fowl such as chickens, ducks, and geese may a lso  have 
been present ,  

In addi t ion t o  agricul t u r e  a n d  husbandry, European s e t t l e r s  a1 so 
l i k e l y  hunted, f i shed ,  a n d  gathered w i l d  p lants  a n d  s h e l l f i s h  t o  
supplement t h e i r  subsis tence base. Limited attempts a t  commercial 
f i sh ing  may a l so  have begun a t  t h i s  time. Bass River, the l a r g e s t  
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r i v e r  on t h e  Cape, i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own ,  p r o v i d e d  a  
h a r b o r  and s h e l t e r  f o r  v e s s e l s  o f  m o s t  c l a s s e s .  I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t own ,  t h e  Chase Garden  C r e e k ,  S e s u i t  C r e e k ,  and  Q u i v e t t  
C reek  a r e a s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  h a r b o r s  f o r  v e s s e l s .  The h e r r i n g ,  cod ,  
and  wha l  e  f i s h e r i e s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  e a r l i e s t  f i s h e r i e s  
o r i g i n a t e d .  E a r l y  f i s h e r i e s  a t  f i r s t  p r o b a b l y  s u p p l e m e n t e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  S h i p b u i l d i n g  may a1 s o  
h a v e  begun  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  s m a l l  v e s s e l s  b e i n g  b u i l t  
a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s h o r e .  No r e c o r d  o f  m i l l  a c t i v i t y  c u r r e n t l y  
e x i s t s  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

New r o a d w a y s  l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  S e t u c k e t  
Road i n  1686 ,  w h i c h  r a n  t h r o u g h  D e n n i s  s o u t h  o f  a  r a n g e  o f  h i l l s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  R o u t e  6A S e t u c k e t  Road a r e a .  T h i s  r o a d  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
t h e  c o u n t y  r o a d ,  t h u s  a v o i d i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o a s t a l  r o u t e .  The 
O l d  Chatham Road was a l s o  l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  c o n n e c t i n g  
D e n n i s  w i t h  H a r w i c h  and  Chatham. Bass  R i v e r  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
s e r v e  a s  a  n o r t h / s o u t h  t r a v e l  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n  and 
p r o h i b i t e d  e a s t / w e s t  t r a v e l  as  w e l l .  N a t i v e  t r a i l s  may h a v e  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  use  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  w h e r e  m a j o r  
r o a d w a y s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  and  some N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  s t i l l  
p r e s e n t .  

B. P o ~ u l  a t i  on 

The N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  D e n n i s  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  n e a r  e x t i n c t i o n  b y  1775 .  F o l l o w i n g  d i s e a s e  i n  
1 7 6 3  a n d  n a t u r a l  d e c l i n e ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  25 -50  
N a t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  b y  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t  and t o w n  g r o w t h  was r a p i d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  As t h e  Ya rmou th  t o w n  r e c o r d s  w e r e  b u r n e d  i n  
1677,  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  D e n n i s  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
a r e  d i  f f i c u l  t t o  d e t e r m i n e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s i n c e  o f f i c i a l  c e n s u s e s  
w e r e  n o t  t a k e n  u n t i l  1 7 6 5  and  D e n n i s  was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a p a r t  
f r o m  Yarmou th  u n t i l  1793 ,  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a r e  a1 s o  d i f f i c u l t .  Assuming  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  D e n n i s  may h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  o n e - h a l f  t h a t  o f  Ya rmou th ,  i t s  
p o p u l a t i o n  may h a v e  been  as  h i g h  as  600 t o  800 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1765  
and a r o u n d  1 ,000  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1776 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W h i l e  much o f  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o w n  o f  D e n n i s  was s e t t l e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d .  As s e t t l e m e n t  
i n c r e a s e d ,  f i v e  g e n e r a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  w e r e  c r e a t e d .  
D e n n i s  p r o p e r  o r  N o r t h  D e n n i s  was a  l o c u s  o f  e a r l y  w h i t e  
s e t t l e m e n t  and  was r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h i e f  s e a t  o f  t h e  
H o b s c u s s e t t  N a t i v e s .  An o l d  f o r t  i s  r e p o r t e d  on S c a r g o  H i l l  i n  
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t h i s  area.  The East Precinct  meetinghouse i s  a l so  located in t h i s  
d iv i s ion ,  probably b u i l t  shor t ly  a f t e r  the organization o f  the 
East parish o f  Yarmouth (Dennis) i n  1721. 

The East Dennis area was a l so  s e t t l e d  ea r ly  a n d  contained a group 
o f  continuous se t t lements  from Sesui t  t o  Q u i v e t t  Necks. Some 
set t lement  was a lso  present along the Main Lower Road t o  Setucket 
in Brewster. Most se t t lement  was ag r i cu l tu ra l  in nature.  
However, set t lement  emphasizing f i sh ing  a n d  o ther  mari t ime-related 
indus t r i e s  (e .g . ,  sh ipbui ld ing ,  s a l t  production) was a l so  present 
in Sesui t  and Q u i v e t t  Creek areas .  Sparsely s e t t l e d  i n t e r i o r  
areas  were a l so  s e t t l e d  in the general area.  

Sett lement was also increasing a l o n g  the Bass River. One locus 
included the S o u t h  Dennis divis ion i n  the area o f  East/West Dennis 
Road a n d  Great Western Road. This area o r i g i n a l l y  included the 
e n t i r e  southern portion o f  the township. However, set t lement  in 
t h i s  area s t i l l  lagged behind the northern portion o f  t o w n ,  which 
was s t i l l  the focus o f  development. The West Dennis a n d  Dennis 
Port areas  saw development a f t e r  the Revolutionary War period a n d  
development o f  coast ing a n d  f i sh ing  in those areas .  

Natives were a l so  s e t t l e d  i n  Dennis during t h i s  period. However, 
t h e i r  set t lements  were decreasing. Conkey, Boissevain, a n d  
Goddard repor t  a Native congregation refer red  t o  as Nobsquassit in 
the  northern portion o f  t o w n .  However, 1  i t t l e  e l s e  i s  k n o w n  
regarding t h i s  set t lement  or reserva t ion .  Other Native 
set t lements  may a l so  have been present along the Bass River a n d  a t  
i t s  m o u t h .  However, a disease in 1 7 6 3  wiped o u t  numerous Natives 
in the Yarmouth/Dennis a rea .  Natives were v i r t u a l l y  e x t i n c t  in 
the Dennis area by the end o f  the Revolution. 

D .  Economic Base 

As the population o f  Dennis grew during the Colonial period, i t s  
economic base a1 so expanded a n d  d ivers i  f i ed .  Agri cul t u r e  a n d  
husbandry continued t o  grow, p a r t i c u l a r l y  along the town's f e r t i l e  
necks in the north.  However, i t  was indus t r i a l  growth, primarily 
i n  the maritime a rea ,  t h a t  was the major emphasis during t h i s  
period. Shipbuil ding developed a t  an ea r ly  d a t a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
the  Sesui t  a n d  Bass River areas .  Lumber was purchased from Maine 
a n d  the south,  possibly providing a stimulus fo r  coasting a t  an  
ear ly  date .  After the Revolutionary period, a n d  i n t o  the 1 9 t h  
century,  the West Dennis and Dennis Port areas  were important in 
the coasting t rade .  Fishing was a lso  developing as  an  important 
industry such t h a t  by 1795 i t  was the leading industry in the 
t o w n .  Cod a n d  mackerel f i s h e r i e s  were important. Wharves were 
probably present before the Revolution. However, i t  was n o t  un t i l  
a f t e r  the Revolutionary period t h a t  extensive wharf development 
occurred, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the Bass River a rea .  

S a l t  manufacture a l so  developed in Dennis during the Colonial 
period. I n  f a c t ,  Dennis was the f i r s t  area in t h i s  country t o  
manufacture s a l t  by s o l a r  evaporation in 1 7 7 6 ,  when John Sears a n d  
o thers  devel oped the industry.  Most s a l t  manufacture was located 
in the northern portion o f  the t o w n .  A t  l e a s t  t w o  windpowered 
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m i l l s  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  D e n n i s  o r  N o r t h  D e n n i s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  A t  l e a s t  one m i l l  was b u i l t  ( t h e  n o r t h e r n  
m i l  1  ) b y  7 754. I n  1759,  W i l l i a m  Howes was a p p o i n t e d  p r o p e r  m i l l e r  
f o r  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l  i n  t h e  E a s t  P a r i s h .  

N a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  Co l  o n i a l  p e r i o d  was 1  i k e l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  h u n t i n g  and  f i s h i n g  w i t h  some l i m i t e d  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  As c o d  f i s h i n g  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  some N a t i v e s  may have  
s e r v e d  a s  c r e w  on f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : S u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  e x a m p l e s  a r e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  i n  
f o rm,  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  2nd  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  M o s t  
c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  model  o f  1  and 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  f i v e - b a y ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  and c h i m n e y .  T h r e e  p r i m a r y  rooms i n  a  d o u b l e  p i l e  
o r i e n t a t i o n ;  a  s m a l l  number o f  t h r e e - b a y  a n d  f o u r - b a y  examp les  a r e  
a l s o  known, (T .C.10) .  L a r g e r  2 and  1 / 2  s t o r y  e x a m p l e s  a r e  a l s o  
known, i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  5 -bay ,  s a l t b o x  f o r m s  l i k e  t h e  J o s i a h  D e n n i s  
and Hope h o u s e s ,  a s  w e l l  as  s y m m e t r i c a l  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  f o r m s  i n  
5 - b a y  and a t  l e a s t  one 3  b a y  house .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  No i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  E a s t  P a r i s h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  was e n l a r g e d  i n  1761.  

The West S c h o o l  house  o f  1770-75  i s  a  s m a l l ,  1  and  1  / 2  gab1 e  r o o f e d  
s t r u c t u r e ,  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1  8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  h i g h w a y s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use .  By c a .  1800 ,  t h r e e  
w e l l  t r a v e l l e d ,  e a s t / w e s t  r o u t e s  c r o s s e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  ha1 f o f  
t own .  The d i r e c t  C o u n t y  Road b e t w e e n  Yarmou th  and  N o r t h  P a r i s h  
H a r w i  c h  ( B r e w s t e r )  on  F o l l  i n s  Pond R o a d - S e t u c k e t  Road b y p a s s e d  
D e n n i s  V i l l a g e ,  a v o i d i n g  t h e  h a r d  t r a v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  deep,  
s a n d y  s o i l  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Where t h i s  r o a d  e n t e r e d  town  i n  t h e  
w e s t ,  n o r t h  o f  F o l l i n s  Pond, a  s o u t h e a s t  b r a n c h  ( O l d  Chatham Road) 
l e d  t o  H a r w i c h  and Chatham. A t h i r d ,  sandy  r o u t e  p a s s e d  n o r t h e a s t  
f r o m  Yarmou th  t h r o u g h  D e n n i s  V i l l a g e ,  t h e n  s o u t h  o f  S c a r g o  Lake  t o  
B r e w s t e r  ( R o u t e  6A-Scargo  H i l l  Road-Rou te  6A) .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  Bass R i v e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  a  b a r r i e r  t o  e a s t - w e s t  
o v e r l a n d  t r a f f i c  a c r o s s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town.  By 1795,  f e r r y  
s e r v i c e  was i n i t i a t e d  a t  S o u t h  D e n n i s ,  and  i n  1814  a  t o o l  b r i d g e  
was opened h e r e .  By p e r i o d ' s  end f e r r y  s e r v i c e  on Bass  R i v e r  h a d  
been  e s t a b l i s h e d  f u r t h e r  s o u t h ,  b e t w e e n  Yarmou th  and  West D e n n i s .  
The p r i m a r y  l o c a l  c o n n e c t o r  b e t w e e n  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  s h o r e  
c o m m u n i t i e s  f o l l  owed 01 d  Bass R i v e r  Road-Main  S t r e e t  t h r o u g h  S o u t h  
D e n n i s .  M a r i t i m e  t r a f f i c  i n c r e a s e d :  b y  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
t h r e e  w h a r v e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  Bass R i v e r  i n  West D e n n i s ,  and 
i n  1 8 1 4  t h e  N o b s c u s s e t  P i e r  Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d  t o  b u i l d  a  
w h a r f  n o r t h  o f  D e n n i s  V i l l a g e .  I n  1825,  a  c o m m i t t e e  was f o r m e d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o p e n i n g  a  c a n a l  f r o m  F l a x  Pond 
n o r t h  t o  Cape Cod Bay,  b u t  n o t h i n g  came o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t s  t o  t h e  South  Sea a r e a  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  s econd  mee t inghouse  t h e r e  i n  1795 ,  f o rming  a  
s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h  i n  1815 .  M e t h o d i s t s  found f o l l o w e r s  i n  t h e  town 
who worsh ipped  p e r h a p s  i n  Dennis  V i l l a g e ,  and w i t h  n e i g h b o r s  i n  
B r e w s t e r  a s  a  Reformed o r  a n t i - E p i s c o p a l  g roup .  By 1828  t h e  F i r s t  
P a r i s h  s u f f e r e d  a  d i v i s i o n  a s  many chu rch  members wi thdrew t o  form 
t h e  T r i n i t a r i a n  North Church and t h e  r ema in ing  p a r i s h  s o c i e t y  
became e x p l i c i t l y  U n i t a r i a n .  Masons formed a  Lodge by 1802 ,  and 
temperance  found f o l l  owers  by 181 8 .  

The d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  town o f  Yarmouth gave Dennis a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
45% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ( b a s e d  on 1800 c o u n t s )  and 46% o f  t h e  1  and 
a r e a .  Thus ,  Dennis  had a  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  s even  y e a r s  a f t e r  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of 6 8  p e r s o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e  - -  f i f t h  h i g h e s t  among 
t h e  1 3  o t h e r  towns i n  B a r n s t a b l e  County.  Dennis ,  1  i k e  t h e  o t h e r  
Cape towns between Yarmouth and Chatham, grew r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  
Fede ra l  p e r i o d .  Al lowing f o r  an e s t i m a t e d  1790  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
1 , 2 0 5  p e r s o n s  ( 4 5 %  o f  t h e  Old Yarmouth c o u n t  t h a t  y e a r ) ,  Dennis  
e x p e r i e n c e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  r i s e  o f  92% - -  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
u n i t  a f t e r  Prov ince town and Chatham. Unusual f o r  any o f  t h e  Cape 
towns was t h a t  t h i s  growth n e v e r  a v e r a g e d  l e s s  t h a n  20 p e r s o n s  p e r  
y e a r  (measured  by d e c e n n i a l  c e n s u s  y e a r s )  and even  d u r i n g  t h e  
Embargo p e r i o d  was o v e r  33  p e r s o n s .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

La t e  1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  deve lopmen t  a t  E a s t  P a r i s h  Yarmouth c o n t i n u e d  
bo th  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  bay s i d e  and a t  Bass  R i v e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  
The p r e c i n c t  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of Dennis  i n  1793.  A t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  o l d  E a s t  P a r i s h  
mee t inghouse  c e n t e r  a t  Nobscus se t  (Denn i s  V i l l a g e )  i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  remained t h e  p r imary  l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  more t h a n  50 
dwell  i n g s  c l u s t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  l o w e r  road  f rom Yarmouth t o  Harwich 
( R o u t e  6A) and t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  where  s a l  tworks  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  t h e  
s h o r e .  In  1801 ,  Sumner ' s  Masonic Lodge was formed h e r e ,  and a  
h a l l  b u i l t .  A s econd  l o c a l  c e n t e r  deve loped  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a t  
S e s u i t  ( E a s t  D e n n i s ) ,  where  t h r e e  dozen dwell  i n g s  c l u s t e r e d  a t  
Q u i v e t t  Neck, where e x t e n s i v e  s a l t  works were  o p e r a t e d .  A t h i r d  
c e n t e r  was l o c a t e d  n e a r  Bass  R i v e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  Here ,  a t  
South  Denn i s ,  1  i n e a r  deve lopment  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  Old Main S t r e e t  
and Eas t -Wes t  Dennis  Road, and a  second  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  was 
b u i l t  h e r e  i n  1795.  A t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a  s m a l l  Q u a k e r  
mee t inghouse  was e r e c t e d  on Mayfa i r  Road on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  
F o l l i n s  Pond. Sou thwes t  of  Sou th  Denn i s ,  s e t t l e m e n t  was d i s p e r s e d  
a1 ong t h e  Bass R i v e r  s h o r e .  Subsequen t  1  o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  expans ion  
t h rough  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e ,  and by 1815  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o p u l a t i o n  was l a r g e  enough 
t o  form a  Second P a r i s h .  Dennis  V i l l a g e ,  however ,  r emained  t h e  
c i v i c  f o c u s ,  and a  M e t h o d i s t  chu rch  was l o c a t e d  h e r e  i n  1820.  A 
s p l i t  i n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church l e d  t o  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  a  
T r i n i t a r i a n  chu rch  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1829.  
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D .  Economic Base 

C a p t .  John Sears (1744-1817) of East Dennis i s  universal ly  
c red i t ed ,  1 7 7 6 ,  with the introduct ion o f  s o l a r  evaporation t o  an  
already ac t ive  sal t manufacturing indus t ry ,  st imulated by the 
c u t t i n g  o f f  of foreign s a l t  by t rade  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  war. Sears 
h a d  been a fisherman before the war, a n d  t o  secure f inancial  
support ,  he engaged as par tners  his  cousin Edward Sears ,  a n d  
Christopher a n d  William Crowell. Will iam Crowell h a d  seen the 
works on the I s l e  o f  Shoals. The works were t o  be located on 
Sesu i t  Neck i n  East Dennis. Amos Otis described the or ig ina l  
works: 

[The works] was one hundred f e e t  1  o n g ,  a n d  ten f e e t  wide, 
a n d  a l l  on the same l e v e l .  The f loor ing  was o f  white pine 
plank, l a i d  on oak s l e e p e r s ,  the  l a t t e r  running crosswise.  
The gunnels were o f  plank, e i g h t  inches deep, a n d  secured 
by upright  pieces ,  mortised i n t o  the ends o f  the s l eeper s ,  
a n d  by knees passing under the f loor ing  a n d  on the outs ides  
o f  the gunnels. The corners o f  the v a t  were a l s o  secured 
by knees; the roof was curiously fashioned; r a f t e r s ,  
grooved on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  were permanently fixed t o  the 
gunnels, a t  the dis tance o f  f ive  or s ix  f e e t  from each 
o the r ;  the  doors were made o f  a corresponding width, a n d  
consis ted o f  several  boards o f  the same length ,  with the 
r a f t e r s  clamped together .  These s l i d  obl iquely upwards a n d  
downwards in the grooves o f  the r a f t e r s ,  a n d  were prevented 
from swagging in the center  by board r a f t e r s  placed between 
the principal ones. I t  was soon found necessary t o  have a 
separate  v a t  t o  c h r y s t a l i z e  the s a l t ,  a n d  a p a r t i t i o n  was 
placed across ,  a n d  the br ine boiled over. ... A l i t t l e  
before the close o f  the war L17801, Mr. Sears procured one 
o f  the pumps  of the Br i t i sh  ship-of-war Somerset, wrecked 
o n  the coast  o f  Cape C o d ,  a n d  erected i t  for  the supply of 
h is  manufactory, a n d  t o  avoid the labor o f  ba i l ing  water. 
[Ot is :  901 

Sears f i r s t  attempt i n  1776 produced only e i g h t  bushels o f  s a l t ,  
a n d  the works were promptly labeled "Sears Folly." The second 
year Sears caulked the seams a n d  obtained 30 bushels. In 1785, a t  
the suggestion o f  Major Nathaniel Freeman o f  Harwich, w h o  h a d  seen 
a s imi la r  p u m p ,  Sears attached a small windmill with canvass s a i l s  
t o  his  p u m p .  These small windmills became the most d i s t i n c t i v e  
f ea tu re  o f  the Cape Cod sal tworks. Thatcher wrote t h a t  fo r  every 
2,000 f e e t  of works, a mill a n d  pump were required (Thatcher:  
114-115). 

By 1802, north shore of Dennis alone h a d  4 7  such works, a b o u t  
equally d i s t r ibu ted  between Suet (Eas t  Dennis) where Sears h a d  h i s  
works, a n d  Nobscusset. Nearest r iva l  was Harwich ( w h a t  i s  n o w  
Brewster) with 21 works. The Embargo was probably the chief cause 
o f  a dramatic r i s e  i n  the number a n d  capacity of s a l t  works. 
Between 1802 a n d  1809, county capacity rose by over 150%, t h o u g h  
t h i s  f igure  does n o t  appear t o  have been sus ta ined ,  i f  accurate .  
By 1832 the town s t i l l  led the r e s t  o f  the county, a n d  s t a t e ,  with 
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a  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  56,548 b u s h e l s ,  a1 t h o u g h  h e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  
t o t a l  f e l l  f r o m  21% t o  1 5 %  due t o  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
w o r k s  e l  sewhere .  

S a l t  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  t r a d e  w h i c h  
o c c u p i e d  m o s t  D e n n i s  m a l e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  ages o f  1 5  a n d  45. The 
p r e - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  c o d  and m a c k e r e l  i n d u s t r y  i n  O l d  
Yarmouth  r e m a i n e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  on t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  where  i m p o r t a n t  
h a r b o r s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  b o t h  a t  Bass R i v e r  and a t  D e n n i s  P o r t .  
(Based  on a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  1 8 3 0 s  r e p o r t s  f o r  D e n n i s  and  Yarmouth ,  
p r e - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  D e n n i s  may even  have  exceeded  Yarmouth  i n  f i s h  
c a t c h e s . )  Deyo r e p o r t e d  t h a t  D e n n i s  P o r t  h a d  been "an a c t i v e  
f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n "  s i n c e  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
a c t i v i t y  i n  West H a r w i c h .  

Bass H o l e ,  t h e  mouth  o f  t h e  Chase Garden R i v e r ,  a f f o r d e d  a  s m a l l  
h a r b o r  f o r  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  t o  b e  l a i d  up. A l o n g  t h i s  r i v e r  
b o u n d a r y  w i t h  Yarmou th  w e r e  t h e  t o w n ' s  l a r g e s t  s a l t  marshes .  

As e a r l y  as 1802,  N o b s c u s s e t  P o i n t ,  c a l l e d  " t h e  B i t e , "  was e y e d  as 
a  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a  p i e r  w h i c h  c o u l d  a f f o r d  s h e l t e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  w i n d s  and a  c o n v e n i e n t  h a r b o r .  The f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  
w h a r f  company t o  be  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  was t h e  
N o b s c u s s e t  P o i n t  P i e r  Company, c h a r t e r e d  i n  1814,  t h o u g h  t h e  
6 0 0 - f o o t  s t o n e  and t i m b e r  s t r u c t u r e  was p r o b a b l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  
somewhat e a r l  i e r .  

F i v e  o r  s i x  w i n d m i l l s  w e r e  a l s o  i n  use  i n  D e n n i s  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The 1  and 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  d o u b l e  p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  ch imney  
house  t y p e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m o s t  common t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The 
l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
and c h i m n e y  t y p e  ( c .  2 0 ) ,  and o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  f o u r - b a y  houses .  
Ornament on  t h e s e  r e m a i n e d  s c a r c e ,  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  e n t a b l a t u r e  d o o r  
t r e a t m e n t s .  A  new a p p e a r e n c e  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  f o r m ,  however ,  w i t h  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  e x t e n d e d  s t u d d  h e i g h t  a d d i n g  headroom t o  t h e  u p p e r  
s t o r y ,  space  be tween  window heads and c o r n i c e  o f t e n  f i l l e d  b y  w i d e  
c o r n i c e  b o a r d s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  as  Greek r e v i v a l  e l e m e n t s  
became p o p u l a r .  A s m a l l  number o f  2  and  1 / 2  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  g a b l e  r o o f  f o r m  b u t  many o f  t h e s e  l a r g e r  homes were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  f a s h i o n a b l e  1  ow h i p  r o o f s ;  s i m i l a r l y  f a s h i o n a b l e  
homes used  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a n  p e a r  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  and i n  s m a l l  numbers .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The F i r s t  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  was r e p a i r e d  i n  1804 b u t  
no i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  A s e c o n d  s o u t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  d a t e  unknown. A s m a l l  F r i e n d s  
M e e t i n g h o u s e  e x i s t e d  ca .  1795  b u t  no i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on 
t h i s  s h o r t - l i v e d  s t r u c t u r e .  The M a s o n i c  Lodge o f  1802  has been 
changed  b u t  r e s e m b l e s  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  i t s  2  and 
1 / 2  s t o r y  h i p  b l o c ,  40  f e e t  b y  2 0  f e e t .  D e n n i s  V i l l a g e  M e t h o d i s t s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c a .  1 8 2 0  ( ? I ,  f o u r - b a y  g a b l e  r o o f  
s t r u c t u r e  a1 t e r e d  l a t e r  as a  m e e t i n g  h a l l  known as C a r l  t o n .  
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I I I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830-1  8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  h i g h w a y s  r e m a i n e d  i n  use .  A  new u p p e r  Bass 
R i v e r  t o l l  b r i d g e  was b u i l t  i n  1833 .  By 1 8 5 8  a  l o w e r  t o l l  b r i d g e  
h a d  been opened b e t w e e n  S o u t h  H a r w i c h  and West D e n n i s ,  and  new 
h i g h w a y s  emana ted  f r o m  t h e  t w o  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Upper  C o u n t y  Road f r o m  S o u t h  D e n n i s  s o u t h e a s t  t o  D e n n i s  P o r t ,  t h e  
Lower  C o u n t y  Road a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  f r o m  West D e n n i s  t o  
D e n n i s p o r t ,  and t h e  p r o j e c t e d  G r e a t  W e s t e r n  Road f r o m  S o u t h  D e n n i s  
t o  H a r w i c h  C e n t e r .  W i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  l o w e r  b r i d g e ,  t r a f f i c  
i n c r e a s e d  a l o n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u t h  s h o r e  c o r r i d o r  on M a i n  S t r e e t ,  
and a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  O l d  M a i n  S t r e e t - C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  b r a n c h  t o  
H a r w i c h  C e n t e r .  I n  1 8 6 9  t h e  t w o  t o l l  b r i d g e s  o v e r  Bass  R i v e r  were  
made f r e e .  West D e n n i s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow i n  i m p o r t a n c e  as  a  Bass 
R i v e r  s h i p p i n g  c e n t e r  a t  t h e  head  o f  n a v i g a t i o n  f o r  c o a s t i n g  
v e s s e l s ,  and b y  t h e  1 8 6 0 s  r e g u l a r  p a c k e t  r u n s  t o  New York  h a d  been 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  1865,  s e r v i c e  opened on t h e  Cape Cod C e n t r a l  
R a i l r o a d  f r o m  Yarmou th  P o r t  t o  O r l e a n s ,  and  t h e  1  i n e  h a d  a  S o u t h  
D e n n i s  s t a t i o n  on i t s  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t own .  

D e n n i s  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  g rew b y  41% - -  more  t h a n  any  
o t h e r  s t u d y - u n i t  communi t y  e x c e p t  P r o v i n c e t o w n .  A1 t h o u g h  i t s  
g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  p e r i o d  was i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 s  when i t  g rew b y  an a v e r a g e  
o f  62.5 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War y e a r s  
t h a t  D e n n i s ' s  boom came t o  an end, e n t e r i n g  a  d e c l i n e  t h a t  d i d  n o t  
c e a s e  u n t i l  t h e  1920s .  I n  i t s  peak y e a r ,  1860 ,  w i t h  3,662 
p e r s o n s ,  D e n n i s  was t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  t own  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  a f t e r  
B a r n s t a b l  e  and Sandwi c h / B o u r n e .  

I n  1855 ,  f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  amounted t o  2.8% o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e ;  and c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  
o f  I r i s h  ( 4 8 )  a n d  E n g l i s h  ( 2 6 ) .  

M e t h o d i s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  r e f o m e d  and Wes leyan  
s c h i s m s ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f i n d  f o l l  o w e r s .  A1 t h o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  
s k e t c h y ,  g r o u p s  w e r e  added  a t  West D e n n i s  i n  1836,  D e n n i s p o r t  ca .  
1842,  and a  n e w l y  i n d e p e n d a n t  s o c i e t y  i n  E a s t  D e n n i s  i n  1847.  
Mormon m i s s i o n a r i e s  f o u n d  c o n v e r t s  i n  1 8 4 0 ;  t h e s e  r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  
1 8 6 8  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c t o r  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  d e c e n d e n t s  o f  f o u n d e r  J o s e p h  
S m i t h  when, a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  B r i g h a m  Young t o o k  c o n t r o l  o f  w h a t  
w o u l d  become t h e  U t a h - b a s e d  C h u r c h .  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  m e t  b r i e f l y  i n  
S o u t h  D e n n i s  ca .  1850 .  I n  1 8 6 6  t h e  t h r e e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  D e n n i s  
V i l l a g e  f o r m e d  t h e  U n i o n  c h u r c h .  The Masons r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  1854.  
I n  1 8 5 8  t h e  t o w n  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w i t h  a  p r i m a r y  and 
grammer s c h o o l  i n  each  v i l l a g e ;  i n  1866 t h e  d i s t r i c t  s y s t e m  was 
a d o p t e d .  

C.  S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n  

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  l o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  o r i e n t e d  
t o w a r d  c o a s t i n g  and f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a l o n g  Bass  R i v e r  and t h e  
s o u t h  s h o r e ,  and d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  M a i n  
S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  West D e n n i s  t o  D e n n i s p o r t .  The n o r t h  s h o r e  
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c e n t e r s  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s .  The Method i s t s  
j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  T r i n i t a r i a n s  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  Union Church a t  Dennis 
V i l l a g e  i n  1847,  and t h e  o ld  Method i s t  e d i f i c e  was used a s  an 
academy from 1847 t o  1867. The 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  Congregat ional  church 
was r e p l a c e d  i n  1838. R e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  were made a long t h e  
6A c o r r i d o r ,  and on Corpora t ion  Road n o r t h e a s t  toward t h e  wharf .  
In 1847 a  Methodis t  church was b u i l t  on Cen te r  S t r e e t  i n  Eas t  
Dennis ,  where s h i p b u i l d i n g  on S e s u i t  Neck and s a l t m a k i n g  on 
Q u i v e t t  Neck c o n t i n u e d ,  and new d w e l l i n g s  were b u i l t  a long S e s u i t  
Neck Road and i n  t h e  C e n t e r  S t r e e t  a r e a .  In 1866,  Worden Hall was 
b u i l t  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  on t h e  6A c o r r i d o r ,  and by p e r i o d ' s  end a  
1  i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

Growth c o n t i n u e d  a t  South Dennis ,  where a  new Congregat ional  
church  was b u i l t  i n  1835, and a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  church was l o c a t e d  t o  
t h e  sou th  c a .  1850. New d w e l l i n g s  were l o c a t e d  a long  High Bark 
Road l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  Bass River  Br idge ,  and a l o n g  East-West Dennis 
Road-Old Main S t r e e t  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  In 1865,  t h e  l o c a l  r a i l r o a d  
d e p o t  was l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  A c e n t r a l  
town house was b u i l t  n o r t h  of South Dennis ,  on Old Bass River  
r o a d ,  i n  1837,  p o s s i b l y  r e p l a c i n g  an e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  same 
s i t e .  The town farm was l o c a t e d  nearby a t  t h e  same t ime.  

In t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  a  v i l l a g e  developed a t  West Dennis ,  and a  
Methodis t  church was l o c a t e d  he re  i n  1835. R e s i d e n t i a l  
development ex tended a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  e a s t  from Bass R i v e r ,  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  a long Church Road, and t o  t h e  sou th  a long Fisk S t r e e t  
and School S t r e e t  toward t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  wharf .  More s c a t t e r e d  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  e a s t  a1 ong Main S t r e e t  toward 
Dennis P o r t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  Here,  development i n t e n s i f i e d  where 
Main S t r e e t  approached West Harwich. Dwell ings were b u i l t  t o  t h e  
sou th  a long  Sea S t r e e t  and Depot S t r e e t .  A Methodis t  church was 
b u i l t  i n  1842,  b u t  remained i n  use f o r  on ly  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base 

Unlike most of t h e  towns of t h e  o u t e r  Cape, D e n n i s ' s  h a r b o r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Bass River  and Dennis P o r t ,  remained s e r v i c e a b l e  
i n t o  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  cod and mackerel 
f i s h e r y  s t a t i s t i c s  con t inued  t o  r i s e  u n t i l  a f t e r  1865. ( B u t  f o r  
P ' town,  t h e  only  towns t o  advance a f t e r  1855 were Chatham, Dennis ,  
and Harwich.) A t  t h e  peak of t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  i n  1865,  Dennis s e n t  
722 men i n  48 v e s s e l s  t o  sea  - -  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county .  

In t h e  a l e w i f e  f i s h e r y ,  Yarmouth and Dennis t o g e t h e r  were t h e  
l e a d i n g  towns on t h e  Cape i n  1855. In 1855,  Dennis men r e p o r t e d  
2,125 b a r r e l s  o f  a l e w i v e s ,  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  coun ty .  

Dennis ,  l i k e  h e r  ne ighbors  Yarmouth and B a r n s t a b l e ,  a l s o  
ma in ta ined  a  p rospe rous  merchant  f l e e t  l o n g  a f t e r  o t h e r  towns '  had 
d e c l i n e d .  In 1865,  85 c o a s t a l  v e s s e l s  s a i l e d  from Dennis w i t h  a  
t o t a l  tonnage of  10 ,208 ( h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ) ,  employing 445 men. 

Dennis was a l s o  t h e  only town i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  t o  engage i n  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  As i n  o t h e r  towns, small  y a r d s  f o r  
s c h o o n e r s ,  s l o o p s  and o t h e r  v e s s e l s  were l o c a t e d  on both nor th  and 
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sou th  c o a s t s ,  b u t  abou t  1820 Asa S h i v e r i c k  b u i l t  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  on 
S e s u i t  Neck commencing t h e r e  a  b o a t  ya rd  t u r n i n g  o u t  a  s u c c e s s i o n  
o f  packe t  and f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s .  Between 1850 and 1863,  under h i s  
son Asa (1816-1894) t h e  y a r d  b u i l t  e i g h t  c l i p p e r  s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  famed B e l l e  of t h e  West and t h e  Wild Hunter .  

Another f a c t o r  accoun t ing  f o r  t h e  town 's  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  was 
t h e  c r a n b e r r y  i n d u s t r y ,  which l i k e  t h e  s a l t  i n d u s t r y  was f i r s t  
i n t r o d u c e d  on Denn i s ' s  n o r t h  s h o r e  - -  and l i k e  i t  a l s o ,  p laced  
Dennis c o n t i n u a l l y  a t  t h e  top  of t h e  l i s t  i n  t h e  v a l u e  of i t s  
annual p roduc t  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  census  y e a r s .  

One i n d u s t r y  which does n o t  appea r  t o  have made i t  i n t o  t h e  
secondary  s o u r c e s  and y e t  a p p e a r s  unique t o  t h e  mid-Cape towns i s  
t h e  p roduc t ion  of 1  ampblack. S t a t e  census  r e p o r t s  between 1837 
and 1865 r e p o r t  v a r y i n g  number of 1  ampbl ack e s t a b l  i shmen t s ,  
i n v a r i a b l y  o p e r a t e d  by a  s i n g l e  person .  The l a r g e s t  number was 
r e p o r t e d  i n  Dennis i n  1845 when t h i r t e e n  such works produced 
30,000 1  bs. worth $2,600. The number had decl  i ned  t o  f o u r  by 1865. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  popu la r  1  and 112  s t o r y ,  
double p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney house t y p e  were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  ex tended s t u d  h e i g h t  modes. The new and r a p i d l y  
popular  form of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  however, was t h e  gab le  f r o n t  group. 
Like most towns t h e  t h r e e - b a y  examples a r e  most common i n  1  and 
112 s t o r y  ( c  l o ) ,  and 2 and 112 s t o r y  ( c  5 )  v e r s i o n s .  A small  
number of four-bay  examples a r e  known i n c l u d i n g  a  small  number of 
2  s t o r y  houses w i t h  ve ry  low g a b l e  r o o f s ,  and a  1  and 112 s t o r y  
example w i t h  f u l l  pediment form porch w i t h  s q u a r e  columns and 
a n o t h e r  with f o u r  Doric  columns. .  Two e x c e p t i o n a l  gab le  f r o n t  
houses s u r v i v e ;  2  and 112 s t o r i e s  form one wi th  a  f u l l  
t w o - s t o r i e d  porch w i t h  squa re  columns and 1  a r g e  l a t t e r a l  e l  1 .  
Most of t h e s e  examples a r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  s imple  door su r rounds  and 
wide c o r n i c e  boards  of Greek Revival p r o p o r t i o n s .  O c c a s s i o n a l l y  
f a c a d e  g a b l e s  and barge  boa rds  r e c a l l  Go th ic  d e s i g n s ,  and g a b l e  
f r o n t  houses were o f t e n  t r e a t e d  w i t h  b racke ted  c o r n i c e s ,  round 
headed windows, and porches  i n  I t a l i a n a t e  m o t i f s .  The Capta in  Obed 
house of  1862 i n  an e l a b o r a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  example,  2  and 112 
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  t r e a t e d  w i t h  a  
f u l l  h e i g h t ,  ha1 f  round p o r t i c o  of  I o n i c  columns, b r a c k e t e d  
c o r n i c e  and round headed windows. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Many of  t h e  town ' s  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  b u i l t  o r  
r e b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The South P a r i s h  Congregat ional  b u i l t  
i n  1835 a  g a b l e  f r o n t  church w i t h  tower topped by be1 f r y  and s p i r e  
s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  pr imary block f o r  e n t r y  wi th  l a n c e t  
windows above and on t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i d e  w a l l s .  That  same y e a r  t h e  
West Dennis Community Church was c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  Reformed 
M e t h o d i s t s ;  i t ,  t o o ,  i s  g a b l e  f r o n t  b u t  i t s  squa re  tower ,  b e l f r y  
and s p i r e  s i t  on t h e  r o o f ,  and i t s  ornament comes from f o u r  f acade  
p i l l a s t e r s  w h i l e  i t s  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and a l l  o t h e r  openings  a r e  
s q u a r e  headed. The North P a r i s h  S o c i e t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  new 
meet inghouse i n  1830,  p r i o r  t o  Union; l i k e  South i t  i s  ornamented 
by l a n c e t  windows, though i t s  s q u a r e  tower s i t s  on t h e  g a b l e ,  adds 
p i n n a c l e s ,  and i t s  f acade  employs p a i r e d  e n t r i e s .  The West Dennis 
Methodis t  Church, now 1 s t  Wesleyan, i s  a 1956 of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
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b u i l t  i n  1847;  i t s  g a b l e  f r o n t  c o n t a i n s  a  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y  f l a n k e d  
by i n a n t i s  Doric  columns and s i d e  p i l l a s t e r s ,  i t s  s q u a r e  tower i s  
p i e r c e d  by l a n c e t  openings  b u t  i t s  windows a r e  s q u a r e  headed. 
Other  meet inghouses a r e  unknown. Meeting h a l l s  remained popul a r  
and t h e  s u r v i v i n g  L i b e r t y  Hall ( p r e  1844)  i s  a  2 and 1 / 2  s t o r y  
g a b l e  block w i t h  end e n t r y  i n t o  a  f u l l  h e i g h t  porch which began as 
a  shop,  and l a t e r  housed t h e  meet ing h a l l  o f  t h e  Good Templars;  
Warden Hall of 1866 i s  1  and 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  f i v e - b a y  wi th  c e n t e r  
e n t r y .  A school  o f  1868 s u r v i v e s  i n  West Dennis,  2  and 1 / 2  s t o r y  
g a b l e  f r o n t  inform w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s ,  Greek Revival t r i m ,  n o w  
t h e  Community Bu i ld ing .  A town house e x i s t e d  i n  South Dennis b u t  
i t s  appearance  i s  unknown. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : A 1  i g h t h o u s e  r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  of 1855 s u r v i v e s  as  a  
3 and 1 / 2  s t o r y  c r o s s  g a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  with many l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  
probably  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  use a s  an Inn a f t e r  1914. 

IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-191 5 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

The 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  road and r a i l r o a d  system con t inued  i n  use.  

B .  Popu la t ion  

W i t h  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  a f t e r  1865,  a  r a p i d  
popu la t ion  d e c l i n e  s e t  i n .  Between 1870 and 1915,  t h e  town l o s t  
n e a r l y  h a l f  of  her  p o p u l a t i o n ,  r e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  7,822 
pe r sons .  A f t e r  abou t  1880,  t h e  small  number of f o r e i g n - b o r n  
r e s i d e n t s  were p r i m a r i l y  n a t i v e s  of Nova S c o t i a  o r  P o r t u g a l .  

Dennis l o s t  44% of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a r a t e  of 
d e c l i n e  among t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  In 1875,  on ly  2% of 
t h e  1  oca l  p o p u l a t i o n  was f o r e i  gn-born. With t h e  gene ra l  
p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e ,  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  r o s e  t o  4% i n  1905. 
Empl oyment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  shrank d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  In 1875,  
m a r i n e r s  ( 3 8 % )  a n d  f i shermen ( 3 0 % )  were t h e  pr imary t y p e s  of 
working men. By 1905,  on ly  17% remained employed i n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of f i shermen had dropped t o  
8%. Meanwhile, t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  l a b o r e r s  r o s e  from 4% t o  1 6 % ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  from 8% t o  1 8 % ,  and mechanics  and m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
f o r  11% t o  16%. In 1905,  t h e  town had t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  of  
men engaged i n  t r a d e  ( 1 7 % )  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  

New r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  were formed i n  Denn i spor t  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  In 1877,  t h e  Reorganized Church of J e s u s  C h r i s t  of 
Lat ter-Day S a i n t s  b u i l t  an e d i f i c e .  The F ree  and Independent  
Church of Ho l iness  was o rgan ized  h e r e  i n  1885. Subsequen t ly ,  
l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Hol iness  movement l e d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  
1906 of  t h e  Church of t h e  Nazarene. In Eas t  Dennis ,  a  Young 
P e o p l e ' s  S o c i e t y  of C h r i s t i a n  Endeavor was formed i n  1888. 
Vol u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n c l  uded temperance s o c i e t i e s  i n  South 
Dennis ,  West Dennis ,  and Denn i spor t ,  Good Fellows in  West Dennis 
and D e n n i s p o r t ,  and a  mutual a i d  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Denn i spor t .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W i  t h  popul a t i o n  decl  i  ne ,  1  i t t l  e  new devel opment took pl ace .  
Dennis V i l l a g e  saw some r e s o r t  growth,  w i t h  t h e  1871 Cape Cod Bay 
H o t e l ,  and t h e  c a .  1890 Nobscusset  Hotel and C o t t a g e s ,  both nor th  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  bay s h o r e .  Some l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  r e s i d e n c e s  
were b u i l t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i t s e l f .  A t  E a s t  Dennis ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
Endeavor Chapel (1 893)  and Jacob S e a r s  Memorial L ib ra ry  (1 895)  
were added nea r  t h e  Cen te r  S t r e e t  church .  A t  South Dennis ,  a  j a i l  
was b u i l t  a t  t h e  cemetery  n e a r  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  A town house was 
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a long  O l d  Bass River  Road nea r  
Mayfair  Road. A few r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  were made h e r e  and a t  
West Dennis.  A t  D e n n i s p o r t ,  some i n f i l l  took p l a c e  a l o n g  Main 
S t r e e t ,  Mill S t r e e t ,  and C e n t e r  S t r e e t ,  and on Sea S t r e e t  and 
Depot S t r e e t  toward t h e  s h o r e .  In 1877,  t h e  Reorganized Church of 
J e s u s  C h r i s t  of  L a t t e r  Day S a i n t s  b u i l t  an e d i f i c e  sou th  of Main 
on Sea S t r e e t .  By 1884,  t h e  F r e e  Independent  Church of Ho l iness  
had a b u i l d i n g  nearby on Depot S t r e e t ,  and when t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  
burned i n  1885,  i t  was rep1 aced by an academy b u i l d i n g  from 
Harwi ch.  

D .  Economic Base 

A f t e r  1865,  t h e  cod and mackerel f i s h e r y  dropped s h a r p l y .  Five 
s h i p s  were r e p o r t e d  c h a s i n g  mackerel i n  1875 (down from 48 a  
decade e a r l  i e r ) .  

In t h e  1880s ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  p rov ide  l and-based  employment i n  West 
Dennis took t h e  form of a  t ack  f a c t o r y  (1886-89)  and a  shoe 
f a c t o r y  (1886-1 891 1, t h e  Casey B r o t h e r s  shoe f a c t o r y  i n  West 
Dennis ,  a l s o  begun i n  1886. For i t s  s h o r t  l i f e  i t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  
shoe  f a c t o r y  on t h e  Cape and one of t h e  ha l f -dozen  manufac tur ing  
i n d u s t r i e s  employing ove r  100 hands i n  t h e  manufac ture  of footwear  
f o r  t h e  wes tern  t r a d e .  A second shoe  f a c t o r y ,  the  West Dennis 
Shoe Company, begun i n  J a n u a r y  1892 by a  group of  r e t i r e d  s e a  
c a p t a i n s ,  was even more a m b i t i o u s .  Employing 200 hands ,  i t  l a s t e d  
l e s s  than n ine  months. 

The s o u t h e r n  s h o r e ,  w i t h  i t s  s t i l l  - a c t i v e  c o a s t a l  t r a d e  t o  West 
Dennis and Dennis P o r t ,  r e t a i n e d  a  more a c t i v e  economic 1  i v e l i h o o d  
l o n g e r  than t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e ,  where t h e  bulk of t h e  town ' s  
c r a n b e r r y  bogs and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  was l o c a t e d .  In 1885, Dennis 
was t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ' s  l e a d i n g  p o r t  town, a s  i t  had been i n  1865. 
A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  s t a t e  census  had c r e d i t e d  Dennis with 10 ,208 
t o n s  of c o a s t a l  s h i p p i n g  - -  30% of t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o t a l .  The 1885 
f i g u r e  of  12,026 t o n s ,  though f lawed a s  noted  i n  t h e  p reced ing  
pa rag raph ,  r e p r e s e n t s  over  55% of a l l  t h e  e x c l u s i v e l y  c o a s t a l  
s h i p p i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Most of  t h i s  was made u p  of  28 l a r g e  
coa l  s chooner s  moving between Boston and New York o r  
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Twenty-two of t h e  coa l  s chooner s  a l s o  picked u p  i c e  
from Maine, Kennebec p o r t s  ( t h e n  p r o v i d i n g  n e a r l y  a  t h i r d  of a l l  
Maine i c e )  be ing  t h e  most usual d e s t i n a t i o n .  The l a r g e s t  of t h e  
coa l  v e s s e l s  was a  773-ton b a r k e n t i n e  which c a r r i e d  a  cargo  of 
c o t t o n  from P e n s i c o l a  and coa l  from Bal t imore  t o  Boston (and 
Denn i s? ) .  A1 though most of t h e  v e s s e l s  appear  t o  have had 
s e p a r a t e  owners,  two f i r m s  had f l e e t s  of coal  and i c e  schooner s .  
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The l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  was a  company w i t h  s i x  s c h o o n e r s  
r a n g i n g  i n  s i z e  b e t w e e n  6 5 4  a n d  1 5 0  t o n s .  Al l  s a i l e d  w i t h  i ce  
f r o m  Maine  p o r t s  t o  B a l t i m o r e  a n d  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  
c o a l  . The same f i  rm a 1  s o  owned two  o c e a n - g o i n g  v e s s e l  s , c r e d i  t e d  
t o  D e n n i s .  The  l a r g e r ,  a  9 1 6 - t o n  b a r k ,  c a r r i e d  a  c a r g o  o f  c o a l  
a n d  o i l  t o  I n d i a  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  t e a ;  a  s m a l l e r  5 8 7 - t o n  b a r k  
c a r r i e d  l u m b e r  t o  Buenos  A y r e s  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  h i d e s  a n d  w o o l .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : W i t h  t h e  t o w n ' s  d r o p  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  
1 8 6 0 ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  new h o u s i n g  was  r e d u c e d  a n d  e x i s t i n g  h o u s i n g  
s t o c k  r e m a i n e d  a d e q u a t e .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  
t h a t  h o u s e s  f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  r a r e .  S m a l l ,  t w o - s t o r y  m a n s a r d  
h o u s e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t he  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  e n t r y  mode 
p r i m a r i l y ,  o c c a s s i o n a l  l y  w i t h  r o o f  t o w e r s ,  a n d  i n  o n e  i n s t a n c e  
w i t h  a  l a r g e  2  a n d  1 / 2  b r a c k e t e d  f a c a d e  e l l .  O c c a s s i o n a l  l a r g e  
homes were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  Q u e e n  Ann s t y l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Elmwood 
L o d g e ,  a  2  a n d  1 / 2  s t o r y  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  f a c a d e  g a b l e ,  s i d e  
p r o j e c t i n g ,  p e d i m e n t e d  b l o c k ,  h e x a g o n a l  c o r n e r  t o w e r  a n d  p o r c h .  
I n  a t  l e a s t  o n e  e x a m p l e  f a n c i f u l  p e r i o d  o u t - b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  a d d e d  
t o  a n  e a r l i e r  h o m e s t e a d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The R e o r g a n i z e d  c h u r c h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  t h e  
L a t t e r  Day S a i n t s  b u i l t  a  s i m p l e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1 8 7 7 ,  g a b l e  
f r o n t ,  1  a n d  1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  f o r m  w i t h  an  e n c l o s e d  e n t r y  p o r c h .  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  E n d e a v o r  C h a p e l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 9 3 ,  a  h i p  b l o c k  
w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  s i d e  b a y  a n d  s m a l l  s i d e  e n t r y  p o r c h ,  c o v e r e d  
w i t h  o r n a m e n t a l  s h i n g l e s .  The  J a c o b  S e a r s  Memor i a l  L i b r a r y  was  
b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 5 ,  a  h i g h  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  d o r m e r s ,  a n  o c t a g o n a l  a n d  
r o u n d  t o w e r  on t h e  e n d s ,  a n d  a  p o r c h  o v e r  t h e  s i d e  e n t r y .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 9 4 0 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  m i d - 1 9 2 0 s ,  e a s t - w e s t  U .  S .  R o u t e  6 ,  a n  i m p r o v e d  a u t o m o b i l e  
h i g h w a y  c o r r i d o r ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  t h r o u g h  D e n n i s  a n d  
E a s t  D e n n i s .  I n  t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  R o u t e  2 8  r o u t e  was  p a v e d  
a n d  i m p r o v e d  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t .  R o u t e  1 3 4  f r o m  E a s t  D e n n i s  t o  
S o u t h  D e n n i s  and  R o u t e  2 8  ( E a s t - W e s t  D e n n i s  R o a d )  was  a l s o  
u p g r a d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Other p r i m a r y  l o c a l  r o u t e s  b y  
p e r i o d ' s  e n d  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  O ld  B a s s  R i v e r  Road ,  Upper  C o u n t y  
Road ,  Lower C o u n t y  Road ,  a n d  G r e a t  W e s t e r n  Road .  

B .  P o ~ u l  a t i o n  

D e n n i s ' s  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  d e c l i n e  e n d e d  i n  the  1 9 2 0 s  when the  
a u t o m o b i l e  b r o u g h t  the  t o w n ' s  r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  t o  a  c l o s e  a n d  a  
s u d d e n  s u r g e  t o  t h e  number  o f  r e s i d e n t s .  Be tween  1 9 2 0  a n d  1 9 3 0 ,  
t h e  town g r e w  b y  n e a r l y  2 0 % ,  a n d  by  1 9 4 0  h a d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  2015 .  

D e n n i s  h a d  a  m o d e r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  o f  1 1 %  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
I n  1 9 1  5  the f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  l o w ,  a t  5% o f  the  
t o t a l .  I n  1 9 4 0 ,  i t  s t o o d  a t  6 % .  The e m p l o y m e n t  s t r u c t u r e  c h a n g e d  
somewha t  by  1 9 1 5 ,  a s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  m e c h a n i c s  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
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r o s e  t o  34%. A g r i c u l t u r e  and f i s h i n g  e m p l o y e d  32%, a n d  15% o f  
l o c a l  w o r k i n g  men were  engaged i n  t r a d e .  A P e n t a c o s t a l  C h u r c h  was 
o r g a n i z e d  a t  D e n n i s p o r t  i n  1931.  A new h i g h  s c h o o l  was b u i l t  i n  
1931 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Deve lopment  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was p r i m a r i l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  
summer r e s o r t  o r i e n t e d .  I n  1926,  t h e  Cape P l a y h o u s e  opened a t  
D e n n i s  V i l l a g e ,  o f f e r i n g  summer t h e a t r e ,  and i n  1 9 3 0  t h e  Cape 
Cinema was b u i l t  a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  comp lex .  A s t o n e  
o b s e r v a t i o n  t o w e r  was e r e c t e d  on S c a r g o  H i l l  e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i n  1929.  M e a n w h i l e ,  c l u s t e r s  o f  summer c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  
t h e  bay s h o r e  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  i n  t h e  Beach S t r e e t / T a u n t o n  Avenue 
a r e a ,  and  a l o n g  L o r d s  Road n o r t h  o f  S c a r g o  Lake.  C o t t a g e s  w e r e  
a l s o  b u i l t  on S e s u i t  and Q u i v e t t  Necks  n e a r  S e s u i t  H a r b o r  a t  E a s t  
D e n n i s .  I n  t h e  s o u t h ,  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  
D e n n i s p o r t ,  t h e  f o c u s  o f  p e r i o d  g r o w t h .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  t h e  O l d  Whar f  Road. The Cape Cod P e n t a c o s t a l  
Assembly  b u i l  t a  c h u r c h  h e r e  on M i l l  S t r e e t  i n  ca .  1931 . L o c a l  
l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  West D e n n i s  ( 1 9 2 3 )  and S o u t h  D e n n i s  ( 1 9 2 6 )  
and  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( 1 9 3 1 )  was b u i l t  on  R o u t e  2 8  e a s t  o f  T r o t t i n g  
P a r k  Road. 

D. Economic  Base 

B o t h  f a r m i n g  and f i s h i n g  r e m a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t  a d j u n c t s  t o  t h e  
t o u r i s t  economy o f  summer v i s i t o r s  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  p l a c e .  The 
f o r m e r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s t i l l  - i m p o r t a n t  c r a n b e r r y  b o g s ,  w h i l e  t r u c k  
f a r m i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n s ,  s u p p l  i e d  p r o d u c e  
f o r  t h e  summer v i s i t o r s .  A c o l d  s t o r a g e  p l a n t  a t  E a s t  D e n n i s  was 
b u i l t  t o  f r e e z e  f i s h  c a u g h t  i n  w e i r s  on  b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  
s h o r e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  i s  i n v e n t o r i e d  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d  b u t  a d d i t i o n s  
t o  o l d e r  homes, i n c l u d i n g  a  f i e l d  s t o n e  a r t s  and c r a f t s  p o r c h ,  a r e  
n o t e d .  New Cape Cod c o t t a g e s  a r e  a l s o  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The D e n n i s  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  o f  1 9 2 4  i s  a  f i v e - b a y  
g a b l e  b l o c k  w i t h  a  t h r e e - b a y  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y  w i t h  s u p p o r t  co lumns  
and l a t e r a l  e l l s ,  and be1 f r y .  t h e  b r i c k  E z r a  H. B a k e r  Schoo l  o f  
1931 i s  a  2  and 1 / 2  s t o r y  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  r e a r  e l l ,  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  a  
c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  p e d i m e n t  o f  3  b a y s  a t  t h e  e n t r y  c u p o l a ,  and  
q u o i n s .  

T h e a t r e s :  The Cape Cod p l a y h o u s e  o f  1 9 2 6  i s  a  g a b l e  b l o c k  w i t h  
s q u a r e  t o w e r  s a i d  t o  b e  a  f o r m e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  w i t h  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n s .  The Cape Cinema o f  1 9 3 0  uses  h i s t o r i c  m o t i f s  i n  i t s  
g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m  w i t h  e n t r y  p o r c h  and p i l l a s t e r s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 
A l t h o u g h  c o m p l e t e d  1 5  y e a r s  ago t h i s  i n v e n t o r y  r e p r e s e n t s  one o f  
t h e  r e g i o n s  m o s t  r e l i a b l e .  t h e  f o r m s  a r e  c o m p l e t e d  f u l l y ,  and 
a c c u r a t e l y .  The t o w n ' s  v i l l  ages a r e  u n i f o r m l y  c o v e r e d ,  and m o s t  
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o f  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  c h a r t  o f  
b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  and  s t y l e s  p r e c e d e s  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  p r o v i d i n g  a  
u s e f u l  summary o f  t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  good f i r s t  s t e p  
t o w a r d  a n a l y s i s .  
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T h i r t e e n  Towns o f  B a r n s t a b l e  C o u n t y .  V o l s .  1  a n d  2 ( B o s t o n :  W .  
1. P i p e r  & Co. ,  1 8 6 9 ) .  

[ F r e e m a n ,  Rev. J a m e s , ]  "A D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D e n n i s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  
B a r n s t a b l  e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 0 2 , "  Mass. H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  C o l l e c t i o n s  
S e r .  1  v o l .  8  ( 1 8 0 2 ) ,  pp .  1 2 9 - 1 4 0 .  

Mass.  D e p t .  o f  L a b o r  & I n d u s t r i e s ,  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  R e s o u c r c e s  o f  
Cape Cod ( B o s t o n ,  1 9 2 2 ) .  

Mooney, J a m e s ,  The A b o r i g i n a l  P o p u l a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  N o r t h  o f  
M e x i c o ,  Smi t h s o n i a n  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  C o l l e c t i o n s  8 0 ( 7 ) ,  J o h n  R .  
S w a n t o n ,  e d .  ( W a s h i n g t o n :  Smi t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  1 9 2 8 ) .  

O l d a l e ,  R o b e r t  N . ,  G e o l o g i c  Map o f  t h e  H a r w i c h  Q u a d r a n g l e ,  
B a r n s t a b l e  C o u n t y ,  Cape  Cod,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  U .  S. Geol o g i c a l  
S u r v e y  Map 6 9 - 7 8 6  ( W a s h i n g t o n :  U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ,  1 9 6 9 ) .  

S w i f t ,  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s ,  H i s t o r y  o f  01 d  Y a r m o u t h ,  C o m p r i s i n g  t h e  
P r e s e n t  Towns o f  Yarmouth  a n d  D e n n i s .  f r o m  the  S e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  - - . -  

~ i o n  i n  1 / 9 4 ,  w i t h  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Bo th  Towns t o  1 8 / b .  ( 1 8 1 1 )  
I d .  by  C h a r l e s  A .  H o l b r o o k ,  J r .  ( Y a r m o u t h  P o r t ,  1 9 / 5 1 .  

W a l s h ,  L a v i n i a ,  "The  O l d e s t  Wind M i l l - - A  Cape Cod T r e a s u r e , "  Cape 
Cod Ma a z i n e  1 0  ( J a n u a r y  1 9 2 8 ) ,  pp .  3 - 4 ,  1 5 - 1 6  [ F e r r i s  M i l l ,  moved 
T i T - & T  o r d  Museum 1 9 3 0 ~ 1 .  

[Wing ,  D a n i e l , ]  Some o f  t h e  O l d e r  L a n d m a r k s  i n  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h ,  
Mass .  Ya rmou th ,  M a s s . ,  1 9 0 1  - 0 2  . t x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  Yarmouth  
Regis te r  8 / 3 1  / I 9 0 1  -1 / 4 / 1 9 0 2 .  Bound c o l l  e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Mass .  S t a t e  
L i b r a r y  . 
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