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bHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE : November, 198 2 C W I T Y :  Deerfield 

I. Topography 

Deerfield is situated i n  the Connecticut River Valley. Local te r ra in  consists 
of a combination of moderate uplands, r iver floodplain and prehistoric lake 
bottom. Fer t i le  lowlands extend the length of the central  and easternmost 
portions of town. Originally, these lowlands and a portion of the adjacent 
uplands were inundated by g lac ia l  Lake Hitc2klOc.k which covered the Connecticut 
River Valley from central  Connecticut t o  southern Vermont, where it joined 
Lake Upham. since then, the Deerfield and Connecticut r ivers  have cut into 
a considerable portion of the lake bottom and deposited r ich  a l luvia l  so i l s .  
The central  lowlands a re  flanked by two rugged ranges of uplands. Elevations 
generally range between 400 fee t  and 700 fee t .  The highest point is  Arthur's 
Seat (965 feet)  s i tuated i n  northwestern Deer f ie ld .  Additional prominent 
elevations include the well known peaks of South Sugarloaf Mountain (652 feet)  
and North Sugarloaf Mountain (791 fee t ) ,  demarcating the southern extent 
of the Pocumtuck Range and Pocumtuck Rock (852 feet)  and Woolman H i l l  located 
i n  the northern half  of the range. The Connecticut River delineates Deerfield's 
eastern boundary. Northern Deerfield is drained by the Deerfield River which 
flows into the Connecticut northwest of East Deerfield. Southern Deerfield 
is drained by the M i l l  River and several streams and brooks, a l l  of which also 
flow into the Connecticut River. The town's only freshwater bodies a re  a 
s ingle  m i l l  pond situated i n  southeastern Deerfield and three meander scars 
(ear l ier  course of the Deerfield River) i n  North Meadows s l ight ly  south of the 
Deer f ie ld . 

11. Pol i t ica l  Boundaries 

Originally granted i n  1663 as  p a r t  of Bdham lands from Natick praying town to 
John Eliot with s i t e  a t  Pocumtuck i n  Connecticut Valley confirmed by native 
deed i n  1667 and purchased by John Pynchcm. Division of Pocumtuck grant 
surveyed i n  1670 with s e t t l e m n t  by 1671. Southern boundary established with 
Hatfield (Whately) i n  1672 and eastern boundary along Connecticut River with 
Swampfield (Sunderland-Montague) defined in 1673. Name changed from Pocumtuck 
t o  Deerfield in  1674 and settlement abandoned during KingPhiliPs War i n  1675 
Grant of 1712  extended boundary into Western Woods (Conway-Shelburne) with 
Greenfield established as a d i s t r i c t  north of Cheapside (Deerfield River) i n  
1754. Western boundary defined i n  1767-68 with formation of Conway and 
Shelburne as independent d i s t r i c t s  including l a t e r  adjustments t o  1791. 
Southern section annexed to  Whately i n  1810 (South Deerfield) and northern 
d i s t r i c t  a t  Cheapside annexed t o  Greenfield i n  1896 along Deerfield River. 

111. Historic Overview 

Historic rura l  suburban center cm primary corridor between Northampton and 
Greenfield. Located i n  Connecticut River valley with important native s i t e s  
reported around Deerfield valley meadows a t  Pine Island, the Bars and S t i l l -  
water including suspected areas a t  Sugarloaf Mountain. Early English s e t t l e -  
ment a t  Pocumtuck i n  Deerfield valley by mid-17th century with surviving town 
Plan as Old Deerfield Village Street. Settlement abandoned by King Philifls 
War and subjected to  repeated native attacks through early 18th century 
marked by famous 1704 massacre. Some early Colonial houses remain as restored 
examples i n  Old Deerfield vi l lage including Albany Road burying ground with l a t e  
17th century stones. Considerable agricul tural  prosperity a f t e r  French and 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Deerfield



Indian Wars in Deerfield Medows with well preserved mid-18th century houses a t  
the Bars and along Old Deerfield vil lage s t r e e t ,  including notable examples 
of Connecticut Valley doorways and ear ly brick dwelling. Civic center remained 
a t  Old Deerfield through Federal period with landmark brick church and original 
academy building of architect design. 

Economic focus developed a t  South Deerfield during early 19th century with local 
manufacturing and railroad connections. Town center included examples of 
Greek Revival and Gothic houses with railroad cottages on Elm Street  and Bloody 
Brook monument on Main Street lined with period churches. Introduction of tobacco 
farming by mid-19th century expanded agricul tural  production i n  Deerfield bleadows 
and along Connecticut River Road with surviving barns and Federal period 
farmhouses. South Deerfield remained as commercial center through l a t e  19th 
century with suburban bungalows. Expansion of Greenfield industr ia l  ac t iv i ty  
t o  East Deerfield including surviving elements of original railroad yards and 
bridges across Deerfield River. Considerable restoration of Old Deerfield 
vil lage during ear ly 20th century including relocation of several Colonial 
houses from surrounding h i l l  towns and expansion of Deerfidld with surviving 
roadside lighthouse and monumental Art Deco bridges a t  Sunderland and Greenfield 
crossings. Present expansion most notable around In ters ta te  91 junction with 
Route 116 a t  South Deerfield threatening remaining farmland i n  Deerfield Meadows. 
Old Deerfield Village retains  remarkable h is tor ic  character despite overwhelming 
tour i s t  t r a f f i c  and parking problems w i t h  potential  preservation of surrounding 
tobacco farms and Pine Island native s i t e  as increased protection of original 
town landscape. 

IV. Contact Period (1500-1620) 
Transportation 

Important regional junction between Connecticut valley and Hoosac Highlands. 
Primary north-south t r a i l  from Nonatuck (Northampton) t o  Pocummegan (Greenfiehd) 
reportkdly followed Main Street  (Route 5) t h r o u a  South ~ e e r f i e l a  across Bloody 
Brook and northwest t o  The Bars as  M i l l  Village Road and north over Old Deer- 
f i e ld  Village s i t e  t o  Pine Island and fordway over Pocumtuck (Deerfield River) 
t o  Greenfield (Sheldon, 1895 I.  p.77, 11, p.914). Alt&rnate route fromThe 
Bars reported as Mohawk Trai l  with fordway a t  Sti l lwater over Deerfield River 
following axis of Albany Road north t o  Greenfield with important regional branch 
northwest along Deerfield River gorge t o  Hawks Road as Mohawk Tail  (Costello, 
1975, map). Other t r a i l  routes to Pocumtuck possibly included River Road from 
Wequamps @It. Sugarloaf) along Connecticut t o  East Deerfield with cross 
t r a i l s  l ike ly  over Pocumtuck Range as North Hillside Road and Rice3 Ferry 
Road. Alternate route west t o  South River (Conway) followed from The Bars as 
Lee-Mathews Road along M i l l  River gorge. 

B. Settlement Patterns: 

There were no native s i t e s  c lear ly identified as Contact period. However, there 
was considerable archaeological and documentary data suggesting extensive native 
occupation during t h i s  period. Written sources s t a t e  tha t  bhe Pocumtucks, prior 
to  the i r  annihilation a t  the liands of the ?.lohawks in  c.1663 had congregated in  
the f e r t i l e  Deerfield River Valley and the adjacent h i l l s  i n  Deerfield CEverts 
1879: I ,  21; Sheldon 1972: I ) .  A number of undated native s i t e s  have been report- 
ed throughout the Deerfield River floodplain. One possible Contact period burial 
was exposed on Pet ty 's  P la in  i n  1886 (Sheldon 1972: I ,  79) while native s i t e s  
with t radi t ional  period components have been discovered on Pine I - I i l l ,  i n  South 
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Meadows, north of Fuller Swamp and i n  the vi l lage of South Deerfield. Evidence 
of possible additional period lowland occupation was present on the lower 
portion of the Connecticut River floodplain, the s i t e  of a number of undated 
native s i t e s .  Upland period settlement is suggested by the presence of several 
Woodland and possible Contact period burials on a bluff southwest of Pocumtuck 
Rock and overlooking Wapping. Originally, upland period s i t e s  were probably 
established throughout the eastern bluffs (estimated between southern end of 
Trap Rock Ledge and south of Pocumtuck Rock) and those west of the Deerfield 
River (between Stil lwater Bridge and Deerfield/Greenfield l ine.)  Smaller 
scattered encampments were l ikely situated i n  the more rugged, higher elevations 
of Deerfield's western and eastern uplands. 

C.  Subsistence Patterns: 

Deerfield had a diverse resource base. The Deerfield River floodplain has 
t radi t ional ly been a source of highly productive agricultural  land. The 
Connecticut River floodplain is also the s i t e  of high quality agricultural  land. 
Both the Deerfield and Connecticut r ivers  have long been u t i l ized  by natives 
and colonial s e t t l e r s  as an important fishing area. The presence of the undated 
native shel l  middens i n  North Meadows near the Deerfield suggests natives 
harves tedf r~hwater  mollusks from the Deerfield a d  probably the Connecticut. 
Native hunting most l ikely concentrated on the town's central  lowlands and to  
a lesser degree the local uplands. 

D. Observations : 

Deerfield was situated within the heavily populated Middle Connecticut River 
valley. During t h i s  period th i s  area (Pocumtuck) was one of several native 
population and p o l i t i c a l  centers within th i s  region. The Deerfield area is 
generdlly considered t o  be the central  location of the Pocumtucks. One source 
claims their  immediate te r r i tory  encompassed the Deerfield River valley from 
Sugarloaf Mountain north t o  Bennett's Meadow i n  Northfield (Everts 1879, I ,  21 ) .  
The Pocumtuck's western boun&may have followed the Deerfield as f a r  as present 
C h a r l a n t .  By the early 17th century, t h i s  native group was the dominant 
po l i t i ca l  en t i ty  i n  the Middle Connecticut River Valley. Deerfield continues 
t o  have excellent potential  for  surviving period s i t e s .  Prime locations for 
extant s i t e s  are  the town's central  lowlands (Deerfield River floodplain, 
glacial  lake bottom south of floodplain) and the Connecticut River floodplain. 
The banks of the Deerfield and Connecticut r ivers  should be inspected period- 
i ca l ly  for eroding s i t e s .  In addition,concerted ef for t s  should be made to  
closely examine Pine H i l l  since impeding development threatens its archaeo- 
logical potential .  Evidence of upland period s i t e s  would most l ike ly  survive 
i n  the ear l ie r  mentioned western and eastern bluffs overlooking the Deerfield. 

V. Plantation Period (1620-1675) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Native t r a i l s  improved as regional highways with primary north-south route 
from Hatfield as Main Street  (Route 5) across Bloody Brook and north as M i l l  
Village Road through the Bars t o  Old Deerf ie ld Village Street  (1671) . Northern 
link from Deerfield Street  reported as  Pine Island fordway across the Deerfield 
River (Sheldon, 1895, 11, p.914). Connecting route to  fbosac highlands and 

s&n Falls (Shelburne) remained as  Mohawk Trai l  from Stil lwater fordway. 
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Division highways from Deerfield Street appear l ikely as Albany Road west 
with crossing of Deer f i e ld  River to  Wisdom now altered by r iver  meanders. 

B . Population : 

Pocumtuck continued to have a large native population u n t i l  the v i l lage ' s  
destruction by the Mohawks i n  c.1663. From th i s  date on, Deerfield lacked 
a sizable permanent native population. 

R e  town's colonial community was small. By the end of the period (1675) 
Deerfield consisted of only 125 permanent residents and a garrison of 25-30 
soldiers.  The largest nunber of the town's s e t t l e r s  were former Dedham, 
Hatfield and Nedfield residents. Others moved from Hadley, Northampton, 
Dorchester, Charlestown and Windsor, Connecticut. 

C.  Settlement Patterns: 

Native settlement patterns probably remained essent ial ly  the same as those 
suggested for the Contact period up un t i l  the early 1660s. Period s i t e s  
included the 'pallisaded" native fo r t  probably situated on a portion of the 
eastern bluffs east  of Bement School. I t  is possible th i s  for t i f ica t ion  was 
constructed i n  response to  the periodic warfare occusing between the Poc- 
umtucks and I\lohawks during t h i s  period . Sever a1 probable period burials were 
exposed i n  the l a t e  19th century on the Deerfield River floodplain west of the 
Old Albany cemetery and near the northern end of "the s t reet"  i n  Deerfield 
Village . 
Colonial settlement was limited and confined to  "the Street". Es  tablishement 
of a colonial community was in i t ia ted  when an 8000 acre t r ac t  of land en- 
compassing a portion of present Deerfield was selected i n  c.1665 by a number 
of Dedham residents t o  replace a 2000 acre section of Dedham granted by the 
General Court t o  John Eliot  for h i s  prz~ying Indians . The f i r s t  s e t t l e r ,  
Samuel Hinsdale, did not follow un t i l  c.1671. As  mentioned above, period 
homes were bu i l t  along the whole length of the present s t r ee t  in  the vil lage 
of Deerfield. Three homes were for t i f ied  in c.1675 i n  response t o  the growing 
Anglo-Indian tensions. These garrison houses were situated near the north 
and south ends ofWThe Street". The community lacked a meeting house u n t i l  
l a t e r  i n  the 17th century. The settlement was abandoned short ly  a f t e r  the 
outbreak of King Phi l ip 's  War i n  1675. Local residents f led t o  the towns of 
Hadley and Hatfield. 

D.  Economic Base: 

Native subsistence patterns were similar to  those of the preceding period 
u n t i l  the native v i l lage ' s  destruction. Anglo-Indian trade became an important 
aspect of Pocumtucks economy during the Plantation period. Trade contacts most 
l ike ly  focused on the English trading posts si tuated i n  Northampton, Westfield 
and Springfield. In a t  leas t  one instance (1638) a large quantity of native 
corn was sold to  southern Connecticut River towns (Connecticut). The Mohawk 

retal ia tory raid of 1663 not only resulted in  the destruction of the native 
vi l lage but a lso the i r  planting f ie lds .  
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E. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

D e e r f i e l d  was t h e  e a r l i e s t  community s e t t l e d  i n  F r a n k l i n  County. Aside 
from N o r t h f i e l d  i t  was t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  s i t u a t e d  
i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  
The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ' s  n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r  
p r o b a b l y  was an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  i n h i b i t i n g  i t s  development  i n t o  
a  p e r i o d  p o l i t i c a l  and commercial  c e n t e r  on p a r  w i t h  lower r i v e r  
towns such  a s  Northampton and S p r i n g f i e l d .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and 
documentary r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  f o c u s  on d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  e x t e n t  
and makeup o f  t h e  n a t i v e  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e .  This  i n f o r m a t i o n  combined 
w i t h  t h a t  ga ined  from the e x a m i n a t i o n  of o t h e r  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  would be v a l u a b l e  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
changes  i n  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  A n g l o - I n d i a n  c o n t a c t  and i n c r e a s i n g  c o n f l i c t  among 
n a t i v e  groups .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  of  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i t e s  
shou ld  s u r v i v e  th roughou t  D e e r f i e l d ' s  cent ra l  and eastern lowlands in 

t o  the bluf fs  overlooking the vi l lage  of Deerfield. Archaeological 
vestiges of the colonial s e t t l m t  should still remain w i t h i n  ~ e e r f i e l d  v i l lage  
d e s p i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  r e n o v a t i o n / r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
D e e r f i e l d  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  s u r v i v i n g  o r i g i n a l  s t r e e t  p l a n  and p l a c e  
names such  a s  "North 14eadow" : 'South Meadow1' and "Sugar loa f  Mountain". 

VI. C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

Pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  highway remained a s  Main S t r e e t  l l i l l  V i l l a g e  
th rough  t h e  Bars  t o  D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  w i t h  P i n e  I s l a n d  fordway a c r o s s  
D e e r f i e l d  River  t o  C h e a p s i d e ( G r e e n f i e 1 d ) .  R e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  Deer-  
f i e l d  a f t e r  King P h i l i p >  War c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  highway s y s t e m  from 
town c e n t e r  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  c r o s s i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  G r e e n f i e l d -  
North H i l l s i d e  Road t o  Swampfield(Sunder1and)  f e r r y  a t  M t .  S u g a r l o a f  
(Route 116 b r i d g e  ) and Rice5  F e r r y  Road t o  R ive r  Road. Improved 
r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  t o  w e s t e r n  h i g h l a n d s  , i n c l u d e d  Old Albany Road (1762) 
from Wisdom(\iest D e e r f i e l d )  and Mathews Road (1754) t o  Huntstown 
( A s h f i e l d )  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  go rge .  S e v e r a l  c r o s s i n g s  from Deer f i e l d  
S t r e e t  t o  Wisdom f o l l o w e d  from Albany Road a c r o s s  D e e r f i e l d  meadows. 

Deerf i e l d  l acked  a  permanent  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  during this period. 
However, t h e  a r e a  was p e r i o d i c a l l y  occup ied  by v a r i o u s  n a t i v e  groups 
th roughou t  t h e  late 1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  
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p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  g r a d u a l  growth .  By 1704 t h e  community c o n s i s t e d  
of between 250 and 268 permanent r e s i d e n t s  and a  g a r r i s o n  of  15-20 
s o l d i e r s  (Lockwood 1926: 11, 715; Sheldon 1972: I ,  310) .  The 
1704 French and I n d i a n  a t t a c k  on t h e  town dec ima ted  i t s  c o l o n i a l  
p o p u l a t i o n .  F o r t y - s e v e n  o f  D e e r f i e l d ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s  were k i l l e d  
w h i l e  1 1 2  were c a p t u r e d  and c a r r i e d  t o  Canada. The second h a l f  of  
t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t n e s s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  growth i n  D e e r f i e l d ' s  pop- 
u l a t i o n .  I n  c .1765 t h e  town had 737 r e s i d e n t s .  Th i s  f i g u r e  had 
i n c r e a s e d  t o  836 occupan t s  i n  1776. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  - 

A number o f  short- term n a t i v e  encomprnents were e s t a b l i s h e d  throughout  
D e e r f i e l d .  Between 1675 and 1676, D e e r f i e l d  and N o r t h f i e l d  s e r v e d  
a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  l o c a t i o n  of h o s t i l e  n a t i v e s ( p r o b a b 1 y  N a r r a g a n s e t t s ,  
Nipmucs, Pocumtucks and o t h e r s )  a t t a c k i n g  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s i n  
t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y .  The n a t i v e s  were f o r c e d  o u t  
of t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1676 by an  E n g l i s h  f o r c e .  P i n e  H i l l  
was u t i l i z e d  by h o s t i l e  n a t i v e  bands a s  a  c a m p s i t e  and a  l o o b u t  
th roughou t  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  and f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
Bloody Brook i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  i t s  j u n c t i o n  o f  Route 116,  was t h e  
s i t e  o f  t h e  1675 n a t i v e  ambush o f  a  l a r g e  c o l o n i a l  supp ly  t r a i n  s e n t  
t o  D e e r f i e l d  from Hadley t o  r e c o v e r  3000 b u s h e l s  of  wheat l e f t  when 
t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was abandoned. A memorial marks t h e  g e n e r a l  
l o c a t i o n  o f  mass g r a v e s  f o r  c o l o n i a l  and n a t i v e  combatants .  AI area 
a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  s o u t h  o f  S u g a r l o a f  Mountain was t h e  s i t e  o f  a  n a t i v e  
ambush o f  a  c o l o n i a l  m i l i t a r y  c o n t i n g e n t  i n  1675. A l a r g e  band of 
Hudson River  n a t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c a m p s i t e  on " C a r t e r ' s  Lane" f o r  
s e v e r a l  months i n  1692 and 1693. 

C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on " t h e  S t r e e t "  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  R e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  D e e r f i e l d  began i n  1677. However, 
community growth was s l u g g i s h  u n t i l  t h e  mid-1680s. By t h e  1690s, 
s u b s t a n t i a l  i n f i l l  had t a k e n  p l a c e  on t h e  s t r e e t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
Meetinghouse H i l l .  The town ' s  f i r s t  meet inghouse was e r e c t e d  i n  
c .1684 p r o b a b l y  n e a r  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  " t h e  S t r e e t "  and Albany 
S t r e e t .  A second meet inghouse completed i n  c .1698 was l o c a t e d  
s l i g h l y  wes t  o f  t h e  B r i c k  Church w h i l e  t h e  t h i r d  s t r u c t u r e  (c .1729)  
was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  C i v i l  War S o l d i e r s  Monument. 
Th i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  was a l s o  t h e  s i t e  o f  D e e r f i e l d ' s  f i r s t  s choo lhouse  
b u i l t  i n  c .1698.  A wooden s t o c k a d e  encompassing t h e  Meetinghouse 
H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  node was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1690 when word r eached  of 
t h e  French and I n d i a n  a t t a c k  on Schenectedy, New York. T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  
remained i n  u s e  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  Some pre-1704 s e t t l e -  
ment o c c u r r e d  s o u t h  o f  D e e r f i e l d  V i l l a g e  i n  the g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  
Wapping and The Bars  and n o r t h  i n t o  G r e e n f i e l d .  The 1704 French and 
I n d i a n  a t t a c k  on D e e r f i e l d  l e f t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  d e v a s t e d .  Approximate 
l y  1 7  o f  t h e  community's 41 d w e l l i n g s  were d e s t r o y e d  a long  w i t h  a  
number of  o u t b u i l d i n g s  and l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  l i v e s t o c k ,  c r o p s  and 
p e r s o n a l  b e l o n g i n g s .  
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Reoccupat ion of  D e e r f i e l d  took  p l a c e  soon a f t e r  t h i s  a t t a c k .  Pos t  
1704 s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s l o w l y  s p r e a d  s o u t h  and n o r t h  o f  t h e  
town ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  c e n t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  homes were b u i l t  i n  G r e e n f i e l d ,  
Wapping, The Bars  and Bloody Brook. By 1767, s e t t l e m e n t  was s u b -  
s t a n t i a l  enough i n  t h e  Bloody Brook a r e a  t h a t  a  s c h o o l h o u s e  was 
b u i l t  f o r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  S e v e r a l  " f o r t i f i c a t i o n s n  were e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  D e e r f i e l d  V i l l a g e  and Wapping i n  t h e  1740s  and 1750s. 

D .  Economic Base :  

A g r i c u l t u r e  remained  t h e  economic ma ins t ay  o f  D e e r f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s .  
1694 wi tnessed  t h e  f i r s t  documenta t ion  of  l o c a l  t o b a c c o  p r o d u c t i o n .  
By t h e  1740 s, t h e  lower p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  F l o o d p l a i n  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Nor th  S u g a r l o a f  Mountain and Sou th  sug&oaf 
Mountain was b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  f o r  wheat and r y e  p r o d u c t i o n .  D e e r f i e l d  
g r a z i n g  land  was expanded i n  1 7 1 2  when p r e s e n t  Conway and Shelbourne  
were g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  town. Local  Ang lo - Ind ian  t r a d e  c o n t i n u e d  a t  
l e a s t  through t h e  1690 s. Dur ing  t h e  1690s, Hudson R i v e r  n a t i v e s  
t r a v e l l e d  t o  D e e r f i e l d  t o  t r a d e  and h u n t  (She ldon  1972: I ,  247) .  

D e e r f i e l d  underwent  modest i n d u s t r i a l  development  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  The town ' s  f i r s t  m i l l  (saw) was b u i l t  i n  c .1689 on t h e  
M i l l  R i v e r .  A g r i s t  m i l l  l o c a t e d  on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  s l i g h l t y  e a s t  of 
Deerf ieldIConway l i n e  was p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  by J o s e p h  Pa r sons  i n  
ca. 1693. Joseph Stebbins and Zadock Hawks both ran tanneries adjacent t o  Bloody 
Brook from ca. 1745 u n t i l  1794. Deerfield was an Wrtant regional supply depot 
f o r  English mil i tary forces ac t ive  during the French and Indian W a r s  of the 1740s 
and 1750s. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  D e e r f i e l d  r e t a i n s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  houses  d a t i n g  from t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  
1770 s. Most o f  t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  Old D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t .  This is 
p robab ly  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ' s  p remie r  d i s t r i c t  o f  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b u t  o t h e r  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses were o b s e r v e d  on M i l l  
V i l l a g e  Road a t  The S a r s  and a t  South  D e e r f i e l d  w i t h  o t h e r  p e r i o d  
houses p o s s i b l e  on R i v e r  Road. A v a r i e t y  of  p l a n  t y p e s ,  house s i z e s  
and q u a l i t y  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  town r e t a i n s  a  broad  r ange  
of  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  h o u s i n g .  Among t h e  e a r l i e s t  h o u s e s  s u r v i v i n g  a r e  
t h e  Wells Thorn House e11(1717) ,  t h e  A l l e n  House (1705) and t h e  
Abercrombie House (1712) .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  
s t r u c t u r e s ;  t h e  Abercrombie ; louse i n c o r p o r a t e s  an  end g a b l e  overhang,  
w h i l e  t h e  A l l e n  House i n c o r p o r a t e s  an  i n t e g r a l  l e a n - t o  and Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d .  While f i v e  bay wide f a c a d e s  were most 
common f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h r e e  bay  wide f a c a d e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  en t r ' ances  
were a l s o  employed a s  were t h r e e  bay  wide ,  s i d e  e n t e r e d  h a l f - h o u s e  
p l a n s .  I n - a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  p l a n s ,  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s  were i n  use  a s  
e a r l y  a s  1707 (Reverend John Wil l iams House);  t h e  W i l l i a m s  House i s  
n o t a b l e  a s  an  e a r l y  example o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t w i n  r e a r w a l l  chimneys. 
By t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  
houses  p r o b a b l y  p r e d o m i n a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  The 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  community can  be -1oted i n  the h i g h  
q u a l i t y  o f  d e t a i l  on many h o u s e s ,  of  which t h e  most renowned f e a t u r e  
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must s u r e l y  be t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d ,  t y p i f i e d  
by a  broken s c r o l l  pediment  s u p p o r t e d  on c a r v e d  p i l a s t e r  and crowning 
a  double  l e a v e d  d o o r .  Among t h e  houses  e x h i b i t i n g  a  f u l l  complement 
of  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  Georgian  d e t a i l s  a r e  t h e  Saxton  (1760) ,  Sheldon 
Hawks (1743) ,  Hi tchcock (1760) and l i i l l i a m s  B i l l i n g s  (1748) Houses. The 
most  o u t s t a n d i n g  house o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Old Manse (1768) ,  b u i l t  
by Jonas  Locke, a  Concord, M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u i l d e r .  The Manse 
i n c o r p o r a t e s  doub le  f i v e  bay f a c a d e s ,  a  double  h i p  roo f  and a  
doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney , c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n .  Georgian  d e t a i l s  
i n c l u d e  h i p  r o o f e d  dormers ,  c o r n e r  q u o i n s ,  crown molded window 
l i n t e l s ,  and a  segnental  a r c h e d  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d .  Use o f  t h e  
doub le  h i p  r o o f ,  common i s  Middlesex  County, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  p a r s o n a g e s ,  
has  n o t  been n o t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  and undoubt-  
e d l y  r e f l e c t s  Jonas  L o c k e r s  Middlesex  County o r i g i n .  While t h e  g a b l e  
roo f  was most common, a  few gambrel r o o f e d  houses  were b u i l t  i n  
Deerf i e l d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town 's  second meet inghouse ( 3 0 '  x  3 0 ' )  was con-  
s t r u c t e d  i n  1694; t h a t  w i t h s t o o d  t h e  1703 s e i g e  o f  t h e  town and 
was r e p l a c e d  i n  1728. The 1728 meet inghouse ,  which had d imens ions  
of  40'  x  50 '  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  c u p o l a ,  was a  ve ry  s u b s t a n t i a l  and s t y -  
l i s h  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  i t s  d a t e  and l o c a t i o n ;  i t  f e a t u r e d  a  broken 
s c r o l l  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d ,  t r i a n g u l a r  pediments  a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
windows, g a l l e r i e s  w i t h  c a r v e d  p o s t s ,  p a n e l l e d  box pews and an 
e l a b o r a t e  p u l p i t  and sound ing  boa rd  (Sheldon 1896: 422) .  In  
1768,  t h e  cupo la  was removed and a  s q u a r e  s t e e p l e  tower w i t h  b e l f r y  
added a t  t h e  n o r t h  end .  The s t e e p l e  f e a t u r e d  an open o c t a g o n a l  
b e l f r y  w i t h  s p i r e .  Also  o f  n o t e  was t h e  a d d i t i o n o f  a  20 '  wide h a l f -  
c y l i n d r i c a l  t w o - s t o r y  domed porch  on t h e  s o u t h  end .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  o n l y  known i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  such  a  g e o m e t r i c a l  form 
i n  Georgian e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  Work on t h e  
meet inghouse  was completed by Jonas  Locke, who was a l s o  a t  t h a t  t ime 
engaged i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the Parsonage .  Schools  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  a  2 1 '  x  1 8 '  x  7 '  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1698 a s  w e l l  a s  
s c h o o l s  b u i l t  i n  1737 ( o r  3 9 ) ,  1760 and 1767. The 1737/39 s c h o o l  
had d imens ions  o f  1 6 '  x  25' and a  t h r e e  bay  by one bay end chimney 
p l a n .  The 1760 s c h o o l  was s q u a r e  i n  p l a n  and s t o o d  2 2 '  x 2 2 '  w i t h  7 '  
s tluds . 
F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

D e e r f i e l d ' s  growth a s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  and commercial  c e n t e r  con t inued  
t o  b e  hampered th roughou t  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r i e s  by t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  exposure  t o  French  and I n d i a n  a t t a c k s .  
However, t h e r e  community was t h e  most w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  
s e t t l e m e n t s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  unit 's  
n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r .  F u r t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  b e t t e r  d e f i n e  t h e  d e t a i l s  
o f  D e e r f i e l d ' s  economic and p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  upland and 
r i v e r  towns l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  Middle Connec t i cu t  
River  V a l l e y .  A d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  b e  devo ted  t o  c l a r i f y i n g  
t r a d e  c o n t a c t s  between Hudson R i v e r  n a t i v e s  and D e e r f i e l d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  As w i t h  t h e  preceding p e r i o d ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  lowlands and 
b l u f f s  o v e r l o o k i n g  D e e r f i e l d  V i l l a g e  s h o u l d  have e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  n a t i v e  and C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s i t e s .  
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VII .  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  (1775-1830) 

Improvement o f  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  from Northampton t o  Green- 
f i e l d  w i t h  b r i d g e  a t  Cheaps ide ( l792)  r e p l a c i n g  Pine  I s l a n d  
fordway a c r o s s  D e e r f i e l d  R ive r  and G r e e n f i e l d  Road t o  ;.lain 
S t r e e t  i n  South D e e r f i e l d  (Route 5 ) .  Sunder land  f e r r y  from 
South D e e r f i e l d  r e p l a c e d  by t o l l  b r i d g e  (1812) w i t h  Conn- 
e c t i c u t  R ive r  c r o s s i n g s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  and 
P i n e  Nook. Development of  South  D e e r f i e l d  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l  
c o n n e c t i n g  highways a s  E l m  S t r e e t  t o  South M i l l  R i v e r  Road. 
S t i l l w a t e r  fordway a p p a r e n t l y  r e p l a c e d  by b r i d g e  (c .1790)  
c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  Albany Road t o  West D e e r f i e l d .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Much o f  D e e r f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  growth i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  m e r c a n t i l e  development  o f  
Cheapside i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a  d i s t r i c t  now p a r t  o f  G r e e n f i e l d  
( s e e  G r e e n f i e l d  town r e p o r t ) .  Between 1790 and 1830, 
D e e r f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 50.6 p e r c e n t  - -  a b o u t  a v e r a g e  
f o r  t h e  v a l l e y  towns ( e . g . ,  Whately,  50.9 p e r c e n t ;  Sunder land  
44 .1  p e r c e n t ) .  By t h e  t ime  t h e  p e r i o d  opened,  D e e r f i e l d  
a l r e a d y  had t h e  l a r g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  ( b u t  f o r  New Salem) of  any 
town i n  t h e  coun ty .  By 1790, though t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  
a n o t h e r  59 p e r c e n t ,  i t s  r ank  had f a l l e n  t o  s i x t h .  By 1830, 
however,  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  of  2 ,003,  D e e r f i e l d  was a g a i n  t h e  
most populaus town i n  F r a n k l i n  County. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  focus  remained a t  D e e r f i e l d  Center  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  academy(l797)  and r e b u i l d i n g  of mee t ing  house (1828) .  
Economic f o c u s  deve loped  a t  South  D e e r f i e l d  w i t h  l o c a l  
manufac tu r ing  and meet inghouse  (1821) ,  i n c l u d i n g  monument 
g r e e n  a t  Bloody Brook(1838) .  A g r i c u l t u r e  remained a s  p r i m a r y  
a c t i v i t y  i n  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  w i t h  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  a t  Wisdom 
(West D e e r f i e l d )  a round B a p t i s t  mee t ing  house  (1792) and 
secondary  f a rming  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  (River  
Road). 

D .  Economic Base :  

Predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy. S u r p l u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o -  
d u c t s  s h i p p e d  downr iver  from Cheapside t o  H a r t f o r d ,  Boston,  
and West I n d i e s .  B u t t e r  p r o d u c t i o n  was a l s o  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  
Tobacco was grown a s  a  c a s h  c r o p  a s  e a r l y  a s  1797.  But Deer- 
f i e l d ' s  major  farm p r o d u c t  was bee f  c a t t l e .  Wrote George 
Sheldon i n  t h e  1890s: 

Among a l l  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  o u r  town, none h a s  been 
more p r o d u c t i v e  o r  made h e r  more famous t h a n  s t a l l -  
f e e d i n g  oxen f o r  t h e  Bos ton  and New York m a r k e t s .  
I n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  D e e r f i e l d  had r i v a l s  i n  a  few down- 
r i v e r  towns,  b u t  no b e e f  b rough t  h i g h e r  p r i c e s  on t h e  
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f o o t  t h a n  t h a t  d r i v e n  from t h e  b a r n y a r d s  of o l d  
D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  ( " S i x t y  Years S ince")  

The l o n g  d r i v e s  t o  t h e  B r i g h t o n  C a t t l e  Market were i n i t i a t e d  p r o -  
bab ly  i n  t h e  1790s  and l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  coming of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
i n  1846.  

D e e r f i e l d  s h a r e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  v a l l e y  towns a  major p a r t  of 
t h e  broom c o r n  i n d u s t r y .  Though Hadley was by f a r  t h e  l e a d i n g  
town i n  t h e  v a l l e y ,  D e e r f i e l d ,  w i t h  h a l f  t h e  Hadley v a l u e ,  ranked 
second i n  p r o d u c t i o n  v a l u e  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  1832. 

Another  i n d u s t r y  which developed i n  D e e r f i e l d  and Whately i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d  was t h e  making o f  pocke t  books ,  l i n e d  w i t h  g o a t  and sheep  
s k i n s .  The p i o n e e r  maker i n  U.S. i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  
Dennis Armes (from whom the l a t e r  Armes Manufac tu r ing  Company would 
t a k e  i t s  name),  who i n  1809 began t h e  manufac tu re  o f  pocketbooks 
and p u r s e s  i n  South D e e r f i e l d  ( S t o n e ,  435) .  By 1832 Armes was 
p roduc ing  pocketbooks  v a l u e d  a t  $4750. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  By compar ison  t o  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  D e e r f i e l d ' s  
F e d e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  l e s s  e x t e n s i v e  
and somewhat l e s s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  town r e t a i n s  
a t  l e a s t  a  dozen and a  h a l f  houses and c o t t a g e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
most o f  which e x h i b i t  q u a l i t y  d e t a i l i n g  and m a t e r i a l s  and u p - t o -  
d a t e  p l a n s .  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  houses  employed t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  
p l a n  , w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r ,  endwal l  and twin  r e a r w a l l  chimnney 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  a l l  n o t e d .  F i v e  bay wide c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s  
were t h e  r u l e  and h i p  and g a b l e  r o o f s  were used w i t h  e q u a l  
f r e q u e n c y .  E n t r a n c e  t r e a t m e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  s t y l i s h  
d e c o r a t i v e n e s s  which had been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y ;  enframementsof  more t h a n  u s u a l  wid th  were common and 
may i n d i c a t e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  r e g i o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  wide d o o r s ,  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  by t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y  d o u b l e - l e a v e d  d o o r .  I n  most i n s t a n c e s ,  a  wide,  s t r a i g h t  
e n t a b l a t u r e  surmounts  an e n t r a n c e  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  s i n g l e ,  
p a n e l l e d  door  f l a n k e d  by p i l a s t e r s  and s i d e l i g h t s .  I n  many 
c a s e s ,  p l a s t e r  swags and w r e a t h  ornament t h e  f r i e z e  o f  t h e  
e n t a b l a t u r e ;  l e a d e d  s i d e l i g h t s  o f t e n  f e a t u r e  cames w i t h  d e c -  
o r a t i v e  b o s s e s .  No tab le  houses  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  doub le  
p i l e  p l a n ,  end chimney b r i c k  Wright House (1800) ,  t h e  c e n t e r  
h a l l  p l a n  Benjamin-Ray House (1825) and t h e  David Dickinson 
House (1783) ,  w i t h  a  round-a rched  f a l s e  f a n l i g h t  above t h e  d o o r .  
F e d e r a l  houses  were obse rved  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and a l s o  on 
Route 5/10,  Route 116 a t  M i l l  V i l l a g e ,  a t  South D e e r f i e l d  and 
on R ive r  Road; p e r i o d  houses  on R ive r  Road i n c l u d e  one h i p -  
roo fed  twin  r e a r w a l l  chimney house a t  D e e r f i e l d  Road which may 
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have been b u i l t  a s  a  t a v e r n  a s  i t  i s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  f e r r y  
l a n d i n g .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Some e x p a n s i a n  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  o f  
D e e r f i e l d  and She lburne  i n  1787 (meet inghouse 1794-1806) 
and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  i n  
South  D e e r f i e l d  i n  1818 (meet inghouse  1821) .  I n  1824,  t h e  1729 
meet inghouse  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  was r e p l a c e d  by t h e  present 
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  which was comple ted  a t  a  c o s t  of $6000 and 
was b u i l t  t o  t h e  d e s i g n s  of  I s a a c  Damon's a p p r e n t i c e ,  Winthrop 
Clapp.  Many o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  Damon's work, 
which forms a  prominent  component i n  t h e  e c c . l e s i a s t i c a 1  a r c h -  
i t e c t u r e  of  t h e  V a l l e y ,  can  be no ted  i n  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  church .  
Among f e a t u r e s  f a v o r e d  by Damon were t h e  u s e  of r e c e s s e d  
b l i n d  a r c h e s  i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  church  and t h e  u s e  of a  s t e e p l e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s q u a r e  b e l f r y  surmounted by b l i n d  o c t a g o n a l  
s t a g e s  and a  dome ( ~ i n n o t t  1963;  1 0 9 ) .  Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  of  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  found ing  of  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  
Academy i n  1797. The o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  (modi f i ed  s i n c e  1870 
by t h e  Pocumtuck V a l l e y  Memorial A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  
occupan t s )  was c o n s t r u c t e d  of  b r i c k  a t  a  c o s t  of  $2700 and 
s t o o d  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  d imens ions  o f  6 0 '  x  2 8 ' .  The b u i l d i n g  
i s  of f u r t h e r  n o t e  a s  one of  Asher Benjamin ' s  f i r s t  commissions 
(JSAH,XXXVIII, 3 :  2 53); Benjamin was working i n  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1790's . In  1787,  s i x  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w e r e  established, , 

s i x  s c h o o l h o u s e s ,  none o f  which a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e ,  appear  on 
t h e  town ' s  1830 map. 

Commerical: Two commercial  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known 
e x t a n t .  These a r e  t h e  P a r k e r  and R u s s e l l  S i l v e r  Shop (1814) ,  
a  c e n t e r  chimney, gambrel r o o f e d  c o t t a g e ,  and an  L-p lan  t a v e r n  
w i t h  t r i p l e  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and a  h a l f  h i p  r o o f .  Both a r e  
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  

V I I I .  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  (1830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Continued improvement of  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  from Northampton 
t o  G r e e n f i e l d  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  R a i l r o a d  (1874) th rough  
s o u t h  D e e r f i e l d  and a l o n g  b a s e  o f  Pocumtuck Range e a s t  o f  
D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  w i t h  monumental s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e  i n t a c t  a t  
Depot H i l l  Road(1847),  and n o r t h  a c r o s s  D e e r f i e l d  River  t o  
Cheaps ide (Greenf i e1d) .  Pr imary  r a i l r o a d  r o u t e  wes t  t o  Hoosac 
Tunnel l o c a t e d  from G r e e n f i e l d  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  West D e e r f i e l d  
and a l o n g  n o r t h  s l o p e  o f  D e e r f i e l d  R ive r  gorge  a s  Troy and 
G r e e n f i e l d  (1867) .  
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Between 1830 and 1870 D e e r f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 8 1 . 3  p e r -  
c e n t ,  g i v i n g  i t  f i f t h  r ank  among t h e  f a s t e s t  growing towns i n  
t h e  county. A s  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  grew by 133  
p e r c e n t ,  much o f  t h i s  growth i n  D e e r f i e l d  may be a t t i b u t a b l e  
t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  development  o f  Cheaps ide ,  s t i l l  w i t h i n  
D e e r f i e l d ' s  n o r t h e r n  boundary.  (Cheaps ide  a l o n e  had a  pop-  
u l a t i o n  of 114 i n  1837, a c c o r d i n g  t o  G r e e n f i e l d ' s  h i s t o r i a n  
F r a n c i s  Thompson.) A t  t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  D e e r f i e l d  was s t i l l  t h e  l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  coun ty ,  
though i t  was r a p i d l y  be ing  o v e r t a k e n  by G r e e n f i e l d .  I n  1870 
D e e r f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  3 ,632.  

In  1855 D e e r f i e l d  had a  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 7 1 1  p e r c e n t ,  
second h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  coun ty  a f t e r  G r e e n f i e l d ,  Much of  t h i s  
immigra t ion  p r o b a b l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  R u s s e l l  
Cutlery, now p a r t  o f  G r e e n f i e l d .  The C u t l e r y  i n  1855 employed 
300 p e r s o n s ,  a  l a r g e  number o f  whom were from Germany and H o l l a n d ,  
t h u s  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  D e e r f i e l d ' s  h i g h  34 p e r c e n t  immigra t ion  from 
t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s .  Another  58 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  immigrants  i n  
1855 were from I r e l a n d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  -- 

South  D e e r f i e l d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a s  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  
a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  and 
f o r m a t i o n  bf  d e p o t  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  E l m  S t r e e t ( 1 8 4 7 ) .  Pr imary  
c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  remained a t  D e e r f i e l d  C e n t e r  a l o n g  Old S t r e e t  
w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  tobacco  f a rming  i n  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  meadow- 
l a n d .  Local  c i v i c  f o c u s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  West D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  
meadowland. Local  c i v i c  focus ma in ta ined  a t  West D e e r f i e l d  w i t h  
o u t l y i n g  farming d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  Rive r  Road. 

D .  Economic Base :  

D e e r f i e l d  remained p redominan t ly  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town, p roduc ing  
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  bee f  c a t t l e ,  b u t t e r  ( t h e  town l e d  t h e  county  
i n  1 8 4 5 ) ,  I n d i a n  Corn, hay and o t h e r  p r o d u c t s .  Though i t  was 
i n  Whately t h a t  commercial  t o b a c c o  c r o p s  were i n t r o d u c e d ,  by 1865 
it was D e e r f i e l d  which l e d  t h e  coun ty  i n  number of  a c r e s  under  
c u l t i v a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c r o p  (484 a c r e s ) ,  d i s p l a c i n g  much o f  t h e  
broom c o r n  a c r e a g e .  

Some a c c o u n t s  c r e d i t  D e e r f i e l d  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  m a n u f a c t u r e s .  
G e n e r a l l y  t h e s e  r e f e r  t o  i n d u s t r i e s  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  
River  - -  an a r e a  which i n  1896 became p a r t  o f  D e e r f i e l d .  D e e r f i e l d  
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major  manufac tured  p r o d u c t s  were c o r n  brooms and pocketbooks .  
The making of  c o r n  brooms had i t s  r e c o r d e d  peak i n  1832 when 
i t  l e d  t h e  coun ty  p r o d u c t i o n .  By 1837,  D e e r f i e l d ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  
had s h a r p l y  d e c l i n e d ,  w h i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  Sunder l and ,  and l a t e r  
Whately,  d i s p l a c e d  D e e r f i e l d  f o r  t o p  r a n k .  The p r o d u c t i o n  of 
pocketbooks ,  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  by 1855 was 
r e p o r t e d  t o  employ 226 men and women. (A good p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
number, however,  may r e p r e s e n t  l a b o r  per formed by inmates  of  
South B o s t o n l s  House o f  C o r r e c t i o n ,  w i t h  whom Armes had made 
a r r a n g e m e n t s . )  The v a l u e  of  pocketbooks  and Porte-Monnaies 
produced i n  D e e r f i e l d ,  over  $207,000 wor th ,  was 79 p e r c e n t  o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  r e c o r d e d  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  y e a r ,  produced by 
s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  s h o p s .  I n  1850 t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  s i x  makers ,  
p r o b a b l y  a l l  i n  South  D e e r f i e l d ,  were t h e  A r m s  B r o t h e r ,  
Wi l l iam J .  and James G .  

Other  s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n c l u d e d  Hiram Root ,  a  maker o f  l e a d  
p i p e  a t  M i l l  V i l l a g e  (employed one p e r s o n ) ,  s m a l l  t a n n e r i e s ,  
woodenware s h o p s ,  t h e  home p r o d u c t i o n  of p a l m - l e a f  h a t s  
(employed 187 women i n  1 8 4 5 ) ,  and boot  and shoe  s h o p s .  By 1865 
t h e r e  were a l s o  s i x  makers o f  wooden o r  pape r  boxes .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Some r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  by 1870,  t h e  f o c u s  of b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  
had s h i f t e d  t o  South D e e r f i e l d .  The R ive r  Road a r e a  saw i t s  
p e r i o d  of  g r e a t e s t  growth between 1840 and 1870 a n d ,  by t h e  end 
o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  had a c q u i r e d  much of i t s p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  
l a r g e ,  p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m s t e a d s  spaced  wide ly  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d .  I n  
b e n e r a l ,  t h e  most s t y l i s h  and p r e t e n t i o u s  b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  
were c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  o l d  town c e n t e r .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  houses  obse rved  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n c l u d e  an 
a symmet r i ca l  T - p l a n  p i c t u r e s q u e  I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e  on Broughams 
Road, h i p  r o o f e d ,  t h r e e  bay s q u a r e  p l a n  Greek Rev iva l  houses  on 
Old D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t  and a  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Gothic  Rev iva l  Got tage  
w i t h  sawn b a r g e b o a r d s ,  a l s o  on Old D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t .  Housing 
a t  South D e e r f i e l d  and e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  town was g e n e r a l l y  
more modest i n  s i z e  and d e t a i l i n g .  The s i d e h a l l  p l a n  predominated  
f o r  t h e  many Greek Rev iva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  houses  and c o t t a g e s  
b u i l t  a t  South D e e r f i e l d  and on Sawmill P l a i n ,  Conway, M i l l  
V i l l a g e ,  H i l l s i d e  and Rive r  Roads. The o t h e r  p l a n  used  w i t h  
much l e s s  f r e q u e n c y  was t h e  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  
p l a n .  V a r i a t i o n s  employed i n c l u d e d  u s e  o f  s h a l l o w  h i p  r o o f s  
and tHr-ebay wide f a c a d e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  f i v e  bay 
f a c a d e s .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  a  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Goth ic  Reviva l  
c o t t a g e  w i t h  boa rd  and b a t t e n  s i d i n g  and ba rgeboards  (Sugar loa f  
S t r e e t ,  Sou th  D e e r f i e l d )  and a  p a i r  of  Greek Rev iva l  houses  on 

R ive r  Road n e a r  P i n e  Nook Cemetery. The R ive r  Road houses  a r e  
v e r y  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  and i n c l u d e  f u l l y  developed Greek Rev iva l  
e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  t ransom and s i d e l i g h t s ,  c o r n e r b l o c k s  
and broad  e n t a b l a t u r e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  was one o f  c o n s i d -  
e r a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  South  D e e r f i e l d .  
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IX. 

I n  1848, t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  o f  South  D e e r f i e l d  was 
founded and a  meet inghouse  ( e x t a n t ;  r emode l l ed  1865) was b u i l t ;  
t h e  assembly  became known a s  t h e  " ~ o n u m e n t  Church". I n  1832 
t h e  She lburne  and D e e r f i e l d  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  s e p a r a t e d  and became 
t h e  D e e r f i e l d  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y ;  a  second B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  was 
formed i n  1833 b u t  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ca.1841.  
Other  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  founding  o f  an  Orthodox Congrega t iona l  
S o c i e t y  i n  1838 and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  Method i s t  S o c i e t y  a t  
Bloody Brook i n  1848. In  1859,  t h e  town 's  f i r s t  h i g h  schoo l  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  Academy; i n  
1860, a  second h i g h  s c h o o l  was founded a t  Bloody Brook i n  1860. 

Commercial: Most o f  t h e  p e r i o d  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  s t a n d i n g  i n  
t h e  town a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  South  D e e r f i e l d .  These c o n s i s t  o f  l e s s  
t h a n  a  h a l f  dozen  frame o r  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s ,  most p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  
a f t e r  1860. Of t h e s e ,  one,  a  t h r e e  bay wide ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  
t w o - s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  on Main S t r e e t ,  i s  t h e  b e s t  p r e -  
s e r v e d .  

La te  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Continued improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  t o  Green- 
f i e l d  w i t h  New Haven and H a r t f o r d  l i n e  th rough  South D e e r f i e l d  
p a r a l l e l i n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  r o u t e  around D e e r f i e l d  C e n t e r  t o  
E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  (1881, now abandoned in p a r t  a s  I n t e r s t a t e  9 1 ) .  
Connect ing  b ranch  wes t  t o  She lburne  F a l l s  l o c a t e d  from South  
D e e r f i e l d  j u n c t i o n  t o  D e e r f i e l d  gorge  (1881 now abandoned) .  
F u r t h e r  improvement o f  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  w i t h  i n t e r u r b a n  
t r o l l e y  l i n e  from H a t f i e l d  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  (1902) th rough  Sou th  
D e e r f i e l d  alongMalin S t r e e t  and th roughou t  D e e r f i e l d  C e n t e r  a l o n g  
Old V i l l a g e  S t r e e t .  Development o f  E a s t  Deer f i e l d  r a i l r o a d  
y a r d s  i n c l u d e d  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  D e e r f i e l d  River  b r i d g e  (c.1910; 
s t e e l  t r u s s  i n t a c t )  and C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  b r i d g e  t o  Montague. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1870 and 1900 D e e r f i e l d  l o s t  over  45 p e r c e n t  o f  h e r  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The g r e a t e s t l m  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  of  
Cheaps ide  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  1896,  when ove r  a  t h i r d  of  Deer-  
f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was added t o  G r e e n f i e l d .  A f t e r  1900 however,  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  began r i s i n g , w i t h  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  ( a v e r a g i n g  106 
p e r s o n s  a  y e a r )  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1910-1915.  The r i s e  was n o t  enough 
t o  o f f s e t  t h e  e a r l i e r  d e c l i n e ,  however,  and t h e  p e r i o d  c l o s e d  
r e c o r d i n g  a  n e t  l o s s  of 24 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  town ' s  1870 p o p u l a t i o n .  

D e e r f i e l d ' s  h i g h  23.5 p e r c e n t  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  p e r c e n t a g e  
i n  1880 was l a r g e l y  due  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  development n o r t h  of 
t h e  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r ,  though t h e  114 I t a l i a n s  n o t e d ,  a s  i n  
She lburne  and Conway, was due to t h e l a b o r  f o r c e  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  New Haven and Northampton R a i l r o a d ,  
1880-81.  By 1905,  D e e r f i e l d ' s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  amounted t o  17 .3%.  
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Of t h e s e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  number, a s  i n  o t h e r  f a rming  towns i n  t h e  
v a l l e y ,  were P o l e s  (45 p e r c e n t ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

South D e e r f i e l d  remained a s  economic and commercial  c e n t e r  w i t h  
focus  around c e n t r a l  common t o  E l m  S t r e e t  d e p o t  and expans ion  
o f  suburban  d i s t r i c t  t o  S u g a r l o a f  Mountain.  C i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  
m a i n t a i n e d  a t  Old D e e r f i e l d  C e n t e r  w i t h  p r imary  tobacco  farm- 
i n g  a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  meadows. L o c a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d  
f r e i g h t  y a r d s  a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  (c .1890)  formed i n d u s t r i a l  
d i s t r i c t  from G r e e n f i e l d  and Montague w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  a l o n g  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  lowlands .  

D .  Economic Base: 

D e e r f i e l d  remained a  p redominan t ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town. By 1880.,. 
t h e  town ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  of  hay ,  b u t t e r ,  t o b a c c o ,  p o t a t o e s ,  and 
I n d i a n  c o r n  were g r e a t e r  t h a n  any o t h e r  town i n  F r a n k l i n  County. 
The town ' s  tobacco  p r o d u c t i o n  ranked t h i r d  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  a f t e r  
  at field and Hadley.  In  bee f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1885,  f o u r  F r a n k l i n  
County towns l e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n  c a t t l e  s e n t  t o  m a r k e t - - G r e e n f i e l d ,  
D e e r f i e l d ,  Conway and S h e l b u r n e ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  named. I n  p o r t ,  
D e e r f i e l d  l e d  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  197,000 l b s .  By 1890,  a  p i c k l e  
f a c t o r y  (C.D. E v e r e t t ' s )  had opened i n  South D e e r f i e l d .  By 1905, 
D e e r f i e l d  was a l s o  a major on ion  p roduc ing  town, r a n k i n g  second 
a f t e r  Sunder l and .  

Among m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  1875,  t h e  t h r e e  makers of  pocketbooks i n  
South D e e r f i e l d  produced a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e d  a t  $205,400 - -  more 
t h a n  twice  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  manufac tured  p r o d u c t s  combined. 
By 1890,  two makers remained:  C h a r l e s  Armes, and Hamilton 6 Co. 

With t h e  comple t ion  o f  t h e  Hoosac Tunne l ,  D e e r f i e l d  and G r e e n f i e l d  
became a  major r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n  f o r  r o u t e s  n o r t h ,  s o u t h ,  e a s t  
and w e s t .  I n  1880 t h e  F i t c h b u r g  began c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  major 
r a i l r o a d  y a r d  i n  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  t o  hand le  t h i s  t r a f f i c .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The a r e a  of  g r e a t e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  c e n t e r  on South D e e r f i e l d  where s i d e s t r e e t s  o f  modest 
c o t t a g e s  and s i n g l e  and m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  houses developed o f f  
S u g a r l o a f  and Main S t r e e t s .  More s u b s t a n t i a l  and s t y l i s h  houses ,  
some o f  them a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n e d ,  were g e n e r a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  
t h e  o l d  town c e n t e r  a t  D e e r f i e l d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  d e v e l o p -  
ments ,  a  s m a l l  group o f  workers  ' h o u s i n g  was b u i l t  a t  E a s t  
D e e r f i e l d  i n  t h e  1880s and 18916. Most of  t h e  houses  a t  South 
D e e r f i e l d  a r e  o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  o r  t w o - s t o r y  frame.  Queen Anne and 
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  s i d e h a l l  p l a n s ;  most appea r  
t o  have been b u i l t  a f t e r  1885. A few s i d e h a l l  p l a n  two and even 
t h r e e  f a m i l y  houses  were b u i l t  adong w i t h  a  number o f  o n e - s t o r y  
e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  s e v e r a l  v e r y  
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w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Craf t sman bungalows of t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ;  most 
i n c o r p o r a t e  s t u c c o  o r  s h i n g l e d  f i n i s h e s  and use  m a t e r i a l s  such  a s  
c o n c r e t e  and c o b b l e s t o n e s  t o  d e c o r a t i v e  advan tage .  A t  Old Deer- 
f i e l d ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  h a l f  dozen l a r g e  and w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Queen 
Anne, C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and S h i n g l e  S t y l e  houses  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ;  most of  t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  Old 
D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t .  The w o r k e r s '  houses  a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  c o n s i s t  
p r i m a r i l y  o f  S t i c k  Sty le /Queen Anne s i d e h a l l  c o t t a g e s  and 
modest t w o - s t o r y  h o u s e s .  Other  p e r i o d  houses  were n o t e d  i n  
s c a t t e r e d  l o c a t i o n s  on R ive r  Road and a t  Wapping. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  town ' s  e x t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  d a t e  &an t h e  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  ; l o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e  
l o c a t e d  a t  South D e e r f i e l d  b u t  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  Academy expanded 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f t e r  1890 ; thus  s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  were a l s o  
b u i l t  a t  Old D e e r f i e l d .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a t  South  D e e r f i e l d  
i n c l u d e  t h r e e  c h u r c h e s ,  a  s c h o o l  and t h e  town o f f i c e s .  The 
churches  c o n s i s t  of  a  Romanesque Rev iva l  example ( c . 1 8 7 5 ) ,  an on ion-  
domed s t r u c t u r e ( c . 1 9 0 0 ) ,  b o t h  on S u g a r l o a f  S t r e e t ,  and a  Queen 
Anne/Gothic Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  (c .1910)  on Thayer S t r e e t .  A l l  a r e  
o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  o r  t w o - s t o r y  frame b u i l d i n g s .  The s c h o o l  (c .1895) 
is  a  t w o - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y ,  b r i c k ,  h i p  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  
on Conway Road, w h i l e  t h e  town o f f i c e s  ( c . 1 9 0 0 ) ,  on Main S t r e e t ,  
a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  h i p - r o o f e d  b r i c k  n e o c l a s s i c a l  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  pediment  and engaged columns a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  
B u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  D e e r f i e l d  Academy i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  
t h r e e  l a r g e  b r i c k  n e o c l a s s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  undoub ted ly  o f  
a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n ,  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  c .1895.  

Commercial: Most of  t h e  t o w n ' s  p e r i o d  commercial  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
l o c a t e d  a t  South  D e e r f i e l d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y  man- 
s a r d  r o o f e d  Warren H o t e l  (c .1880) and s e v e r a l  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  
o r  frame two and t h r e e  s t o r y  commercial  b l o c k s  i n  t h e  Queen Anne 
and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  s t y l e s .  These g e n e r a l l y  i n c l u d e  s t o r e f r o n t  
space  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  space  ( a p a r t m e n t s )  above.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  a  number 
of  f rame o r  b r i c k  one and t w o - s t o r y  r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h t  houses  and 
warehouses a t  South D e e r f i e l d  and a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  a s  w e l l  a s  
a  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r  a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d .  

X .  E a r l y  Modern P e r i o d  (1915-1940) 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Abandonment o f  t r o l l e y  l i n e  from G r e e n f i e l d  t o  South D e e r f i e l d  
(1924) and improvement of l o c a l  highway a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  r o u t e s .  
Pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  highway d e s i g n a t e d  a s  U.S. Route 5  and Route 
10 t h r o u g h  South D e e r f i e l d  a s  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  secondary  e a s t -  
wes t  c o n n e c t o r  as  Route 116 from Sunder land  t o  Conway l o c a t e d  
a c r o s s  M i l l  R ive r  p l a i n .  Replacement o f  b r i d g e s  a f t e r  1936 
Flood i n c l u d e d  monumental A r t  Deco c o n c r e t e  spans  t o  Sunder land  
(Route 116)  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  and t o  G r e e n f i e l d  a c r o s s  
D e e r f i e l d  River  (Route 5  and 1 0 ) .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

By 1915, D e e r f i e l d  had f a l l e n  t o  f o u r t h  p l a c e  among t h e  towns 
i n  F r a n k l i n  County w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n s .  This  p l a c e  t h e  
town s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  i n  1940,  d e s p i t e  an o v e r a l l  l o s s  o f  2 p e r c e n t  
of  i t s  1915 p o p u l a t i o n .  The g r e a t e s t  l o s s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
1935-1940. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Redevelopment of  D e e r f i e l d  c e n t e r  w i t h  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  Old Deer- 
f i e l d  S t r e t  and expans ion  o f  D e e r f i e l d  Academy campus t o  Albany 
Road. E d u c a t i o n a l  f o c u s  f u r t h e r  expanded w i t h  l o c a t i o n  o f  
Eaglebrook School  on Pocumtuck Ridge(c1935) and development of  
l o c a l  s k i  t r a i l s .  South  D e e r f i e l d  remained a s  economic and 
commercial  c e n t e r  w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  o f  a u t o  highway a c t i v i t i e s  a l o n g  
Route 5  a x i s  t o  Wapping. Tobbaco fa rming  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  p r imary  
f a rming  i n  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  meadows w i t h  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t  
a l o n g  Rive r  Road. I n d u s t r i a l  f r i n g e  d i s t r i c t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
expand a t  E a s t  D e e r f i e l d  w i t h  q u a r r y i n g  o f  Trapp Rock Ledge and 
expans ion  o f  commercial  s t r i p  a c t i v i t i e s  from G r e e n f i e l d .  

D .  Economic Base:  

By t h e  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  h i s t o r i a n  George Sheldon 
( founder  of t h e  Pocumtuck V a l l e y  Memorial A s s o c i a t i o n )  and o t h e r s  
had b rough t  t o  D e e r f i e l d  a  n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  and an accompanying 
t o u r i s t  t r a d e .  The WPA Guide i n  1937 wro te  l y r i c a l l y  (Conrad 
Aiken)  : 

I f  i t  i s  no e x a g g e r a t i o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  D e e r f i e l d  i s  n o t  
s o  much a  town a s  t h e  g h o s t  o f  a  town, i t s  dimness a lmost  
t r a n s p a r e n t ,  i t s  q u i e t  a lmost  a  c e s s a t i o n ,  i t  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  add t h a t  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  q u i t e  t h e  most 
b e a u t i f u l  g h o s t  o f  i t s  k i n d  and w i t h  t h e  d e e p e s t  p o e t i c  
and h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  be  found i n  America . . .  (p .223) .  

The embroidery  o f  t h e  Blue and White S o c i e t y ,  begun i n  t h e  1890s, 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  h a n d i c r a f t s ,  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  
and were a  p o p u l a r  i t e m  among e a s t e r n  d e c o r a t o r s  of t h e  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l l y  t h e  town s t i l l  produced tobacco  and cucumbers.  
A t  South D e e r f i e l d  t h e  Armes Manufac tu r ing  Company, w i t h  a  branch  
p l a n t  i n  MaJden, s t i l l  t u r n e d  o u t  pocketbooks .  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
p i c k l e  f a c t o r i e s  were a l s o  i n  D e e r f i e l d  (two i n  South  D e e r f i e l d ) .  
D e e r f i e l d ' s  major  economic f o r c e ,  however,  was i n  h e r  s c h o o l s .  
D e e r f i e l d  Academy, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Eaglebrook and Belmont,  added 
abou t  500 t o  t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

X I .  

Compara t ive ly  l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Most 
a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c e n t e r  on South D e e r f i e l d  where a  number of 
s m a l l  c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  a s  i n f i l l  h o u s i n g  on s i d e s t r e e t s .  
Of n o t e  i s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  h i p  r o o f e d  Noderne house 
on Sugar loa f  S t r e e t ,  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  c .1935.  Ohter  p e r i o d  houses 
were obse rved  on R ive r  Road and on Route 5/10.  A t  l e a s t  two 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of  n o t e  were obse rved .  These a r e  a  
Georgian Rev iva l  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s c h o o l  (c .1925)  w i t h  a  f l a t  r o o f ,  
on Main S t r e e t  and t h e  b r i c k  Georgian  Rev iva l  L i b r a r y  ( c . 1 9 1 5 ) ;  
t h e  L i b r a r y  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  w i t h  l i n k e d  p a r a p e t  
end chimneys,  q u o i n s ,  a rched  windows and a  f i v e  bay wide f a c a d e  
w i t h  pediment  e n t r a n c e .  Notable  commercial  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a u t o -  
m o b i l e - r e l a t e d  and i n c l u d e  a  gas  s t a t i o n  w i t h  l i g h t h o u s e  emblem 
and a  s t u c c o  Tudor Rev iva l  roadhouse  of  t h e  1920s, b o t h  on Route 
5 /10 .  

Survev  O b s e r v a t i o n s  : 

Genera l :  With a  v e r y  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  o n l y  i n v e n t o r y  forms 
r e c o r d e d  f o r  D e e r f i e l d  a r e  f o r  t h e  houses  a l o n g  Old D e e r f i e l d  S t r e e t .  
I n v e n t o r y  forms e x i s t  f o r  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses o n l y  and a r e  
o f t e n  incomple te  f o r  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c  d a t a  such  a s  d a t e s  of  moving 
o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  or  o r i g i n a l  owner ' s  names and subsequen t  a s s o c i a t i v e  
e v e n t s .  Complet ion of  a  tho rough  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  town t o  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s i s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  impor tance .  S i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s u r v i v e  
th roughou t  t h e  town. To d a t e ,  documenta t ion  has  focused  on p r e -  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  D e e r f i e l d  t o t h e  d e t r i m e n t  and n e g l e c t  of  t h e  town 's  
e x t e n s i v e  1 9 t h  and 20th  c e n t u r y  h i s t o r y ;  compounding t h i s  problem 
i s  a  l a c k  o f  s o l i d l y - r e s e a r c h e d  documentaion ( a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  M . H . C .  
s u r v e y  f i l e s )  on t h e  town ' s  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  a r e  t h e  town 's  mid t o  l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i resources .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  q u a l i t y  r e s i d e n c e s  a t  Old 
D e e r f i e l d  (most o f  which were d e s i g n e d  t o  s t a n d a r d s  o f  d e s i g n  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h o s e  e x h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  town ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ) ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  exemplary b u i l d i n g s  i n  a  range  
o f  1 9 t h  and 20th  c e n t u r y  s t y l e s  e x t e n d  th roughou t  South  D e e r f i e l d  
and a l o n g  Rive r  Road. W e l l - p r e s e r v e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l andscapes  , 
s u r v i v e  a l o n g  M i l l  V i l l a g e  and River  Roads w h i l e  r a i l r o a d - r e l a t e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  and w o r k e r ' s  h o u s i n g  e x i s t  i n t a c t  a t  E a s t  
D e e r f i e l d .  O f t e n  i n  a r e a s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  and even apochrypha l  i n f o r m a t i o n  has  been  a l lowed t o  
d e f i n e  t h e  town ' s  r e s o u r c e s :  t h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  be t h e  
c a s e  i n  D e e r f i e l d .  
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