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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: October 1982 COMMUNITY : Char1 ~ m o n t  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Charlemont i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  up1 ands o f  western Massachusetts. E leva t ions  ranqe 
p r i m a r i l y  between 1000 f e e t  t o  1500 fee t .  However, several  po in t s  i n  
southwestern and nor theas tern  Charlemont reach over 1700 feet. The town's 
h iqhes t  p o i n t  i s  Pocumtuck Mountain (1872 f e e t )  loca ted  i n  the nor theastern 
corner  o f  Charlemont. These u ~ l a n d s  are  broken by t h e  D e e r f i e l d  R iver  
f l oodp la in  which extends the  w id th  o f  the  town and several  nor th-south 
i n t e r v a l  s associated w i t h  Deer f i e l  d R iver  t r i b u t a r i e s .  E levat ions i n  t he  
D e e r f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n  r a r e l y  reach over 570 fee t .  Local drainaae i s  qood. The 
on l y  marshland i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a s i n q l e  small t r a c t  n o r t h  o f  Ba ld  Mountain. 
The D e e r f i e l d  River  en ters  Charlemont i n  i t s  northwestern corner  and extends 
eas t  eventual 1 y f l o w i n q  i n t o  t h e  Connect icut R iver  i n  Deer f i e l  d. Local 1 v, t h e  
Deer f i e l d  i s  f ed  by a 1 arqe number o f  streams and brooks, the  1 arqest  of 
which i s  M i l l  Brook. The town has no f reshwater  bodies. Charlemont's most 
p roduc t ive  s o i l  i s  the  r i c h  a l luv ium o f  the  Deer f i e l d  f l oodp la in .  

I I. POLITICAL ROUNDAR IES 

O r i q i n a l l v  surveyed as Boston Township Number 1 i n  1736 c a l l e d  Char ley 's  Mount 
extendinq n o r t h  t o  the  L ine  o f  Fo r t s  es tab l i shed i n  1744 (now Rowe and 
Heath). Eastern houndarv es tab1 i shed w i  t h  Col r a i n  i n  1761 and southern 
boundarv alonq ax i s  o f  D e e r f i e l d  River .  Incorporated as town o f  Charlemont i n  
1765 w i t h  southern sec t ion  from D e e r f i e l d  R iver  annexed from Province lands i n  
1744 (Hawlev). Southeast sec t i on  alonq Deer f i e l  d R iver  inc luded w i t h i n  town 
o f  Buckland i n  1779 and nor thern  d i s t r i c t  inc luded w i t h i n  towns o f  Rowe and 
Heath i n  1785. Eastern d i s t r i c t  of North River  (Shelburne) annexed i n  1792 
and western d i s t r i c t  o f  Zoar annexed i n  1838 forming boundary w i t h  F l o r i d a  
(1805). 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Rural r ec rea t i ona l  cen ter  a1 ong pr imarv c o r r i d o r  from Greenf ie ld  t o  North 
Adams. Located i n  Hoosac uplands w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  alonq n o r t h  bank 
o f  Dee r f i e l  d R iver  Val l e y  (Mohawk T r a i l  ) and on south bank a t  Cold Brook. 
Ear ly  ax i s  o f  set t lement  t o  Berksh i re  h iqhlands alonq the  Deer f i e l d  R iver  by 
mid-18th c e n t ~ l r y  a t  M i l l  Brook, al though d i s r u ~ t e d  by French and Ind ian  War, 
w i  t h  some 1 a te  Colonia l  houses we1 1 preserved around East Charl emont Oxbow. 
S i q n i f i c a n t  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  development i n  Deer f i e l  d Val 1 ey by 1 a te  18 th  century 
w i t h  se r i es  o f  s t r e e t  v i l l a q e s  alonq Mohawk T r a i l  a t  Charlemont center,  
Har twe l l  Brook meetinqhouse s i t e  and East Charlemont, i n c l  ud inq several  
s ty1 i s h  b r i c k  Federal houses. L im i ted  aq r i cu l  t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i n  adjacent 
u ~ f a n d s  t o  Rowe and Heath w i t h  some e a r l y  19 th  century  co t taqe farmsteds on 
Leqate Hi1 1, H a r r i s  Mountain and Brunt  Hi1 1 Road, i n c l u d i n q  reconstructed 
covered br idqe over M i l l  R iver  (Route 8A). C i v i c  and commercial focus 
developed a t  Charlemont center  du r i nq  Ea r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  w i t h  Greek 
Revival churches and h i l l  s ide  houses. Continued expansion w i t h  Hoosac Tunnel 
r a i l r o a d  connect ions a f t e r  C i v i l  War alonq Deer f i e l  d River,  i n c l u d i n q  o r i g i n a l  
t r uss  h r i dqe  a t  Zoar Road. Charlemont cen te r  maintained qrowth throuah Late 
I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  w i t h  b r i c k  business b locks and V i c t o r i a n  town h a l l .  Mohawk 
T r a i l  developed as e a r l y  auto hiahway a f t e r  F i r s t  World War w i t h  o r i q i n a l  
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per iod  t o u r i s t  cabins, souvenir  stands and Ea r l y  Modern res tauran t  along Route 
2 axis.  Aqr icu l  t u r e  remained as pr imary a c t i v i  t v  i n  Deer f i e l  d  Val l e y  through 
mid-20th century w i t h  no tab le  da i r y  barn a t  East Charlemont. Present 
development most obvious as t o u r i s t  commerci a1 a c t i v i t y  a1 ong Mohawk T r a i l  a t  
east Charlemont and Cold R iver  g radua l l y  erodina h i s t o r i c  f ab r i c  and 
aa r i cu l  t u r a l  1  andscape a1 onq Deer f i e l  d Val 1  ey. Charlemont cen ter  r e t a i n s  
i n t e g r i t y  despi te  t r a f f i c  volume, wh i l e  up1 and farms have been res to red  as 
r e c r e a t i  onal homes from s k i  r e s o r t  devel opment. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1  500-1 620) 

A. Transpor tat ion Routes 

Primary c o r r i d o r  between Connect icut  and Housantonic v a l l e y  through Hoosac 
Ranqe alona Deer f i e l d  River. Mohawk T r a i l  (Route 2) documented as major 
east-west rou te  from North R iver  fordway alona n o r t h  hank o f  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  
w i t h  f o r d  s i t e  a t  Tower Road t o  south bank f o l l o w i n a  Cold Brook up Hoosac 
Mountain (Sylvester ,  I 1879, p.712: Costel 1  o, 1975, map). Connectinq t r a i l  s  
from Deer f i e l  d  v a l l e y  n o r t h  are repor ted  alonq Rice Brook t o  Legate Hi1 1  Road 
(Rowel and ~ o s s i b l v  alonq Har twe l l ,  Avery and Wi lder  Brook (Heath). Simi1 a r  
connections 1  i k e l v  from south bank alona Chickley River  and Hawk's Brook 
( Haw1 ev 1. 

R. S e t t l  ement Pat te rns  

There were no repor ted  contac t  ~ e r i o d  s i t e s  i n  Charlemont. Several undated 
n a t i v e  s i t e s  are l oca ted  on the  Deer f i e l d  R iver  f l o o d p l a i n  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  
t he  r i v e r ' s  conf luence w i t h  t h e  Cold River. Charlemont's desc r i p t i on  i n  
secondary sources as an impor tan t  n a t i v e  hunt ing  area and the town's rugged 
t e r r a i n  sugqests pe r i od  set t lement  cons is ted  p r i m a r i l y  o f  seasonal hunt ing  and 
f i s h i n q  camps. The D e e r f i e l d  R iver  f l o o d p l a i n  was most 1  i k e l y  the focus o f  
n a t i v e  s i t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those areas where t h e  f l  oodpl a in  broadens 
subs tan t i a l  l v ,  i n c l u d i n g  between the  v i l l  aqes of Zoar and Charlernont and 
between the  conf luence o f  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  R iver  and Hartwel l  Brook and t h e  
v i l l a q e  o f  East Charlemont. The eastern summit o f  Todd Mountain i s  reputed t o  
have t r a d i t i o n a l l v  been u t i l i z e d  as a  n a t i v e  lookout .  

C. Subsistence Base 

The f e r t i l e  a l l u v i a l  s o i l s  o f  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  River  f l o o d p l a i n  l i k e l y  were 
u t i l i z e d  f o r  n a t i v e  crop product ion. Nat ive f i s h i n a  probably focused on the  
Deer f ie ld  and i t s  l a r g e r  l o c a l  t r i b u t a r i e s  such as t h e  Cold and Mi11 r i v e r s .  
Nat ive  hunt inq  most 1  i k e l v  took p lace on the  f l oodp la ins  and the surrounding 
h i l l s .  

D. Observations 

Charlemont probably  s u p ~ o r t e d  a  moderate s ized  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  when 
cons ider inq  the  presence o f  a  major r i v e r  and a  moderate amount o f  good 
h o r t i c u l t u r e  1  and. This  area was probably u t i l  i z e d  most h e a v i l y  by t h e  
Pocumtucks centered i n  present  Deer f ie ld .  Charlemont's l o c a t i o n  on the Mohawk 
T r a i l  , a n a t i v e  reg iona l  c o r r i d o r  between he upper reaches of t h e  Hudson River  
Val ley and the  Connect icut R i ve r  Val ley,  suqqests the area was the s i t e  o f  
considerable n a t i v e  t r a v e l  between these two regions and in te rmed ia te  
loca t ions .  The grea tes t  1  i k e l  ihood f o r  ex tan t  pe r i od  s i t e s  should occur on 
the  Deer f i e l  d  R iver  f l  oodpl a in ,  ~ a r t i c u l  a r l y  between the  v i l l a g e s  o f  Zoar and 
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Charl emont and between the  Deerf i e l  d R iver  and Har twe l l  Brook conf 1 uence and 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  East Charlemont. 

V. PLANTAT ION PERIOD (1  620-1 675) 

A. Transpor tat ion Routes 

D e e r f i e l d  R iver  remained as a major c o r r i d o r  t o  Hudson Va l ley  f rom D e e r f i e l d  
alonq Mohawk T r a i l  (Route 2). 

B. Pooul a t i  on 

There were no f i q u r e s  f o r  t h e  area 's  n a t i v e  populat ion.  Charlemont lacked a 
co l  on i  a1 popul a t i  on un t i 1  t he  1740s. 

C. S e t t l  ement Pat te rns  

Nat ive  set t lement  pa t te rns  probably remained b a s i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  those 
suggested f o r  the  oreceding period. Th is  area may have witnessed increased 
n a t i v e  occupat ion due t o  t h e  qradual spread o f  c o l o n i a l  set t lement  i n  the  
Connect icut R iver  Val 1  ey, t he  t r a d i  ti ona l l  y  focus o f  n a t i v e  sett lement.  

D. Economic Base 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  subsistence oa t te rns  1 i k e l y  were reta ined,  However, i t  
i s  very l i k e l y  there  was a growing n a t i v e  focus on the  t rapp ing  o f  fu r -bear inq  
animals. These f u r s  could be r e a d i l y  so ld  t o  Dutch o r  Eng l i sh  
traders/merchants centered i n  t he  f u r  t rade centers o f  S p r i n a f i e l d  and 
Hart ford. 

Colonia l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  Charlemont's resources probably d i d  no t  occur u n t i l  
the 18 th  century. 

E. Observations 

Charlemont prohably remained an impor tan t  resource area f o r  t he  Pocumtucks o f  
Deer f ie l  d.  Research should determine t o  what degree Charl emont was 
incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  Anglo and/or Dutch f u r  t rade systems e x i s t i n g  du r i ng  
t h i s  period. 

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1 675-1775) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Mohawk T r a i l  imoroved as R iver  Road alona D e e r f i e l d  Va l ley  (ca. 1750) w i t h  
fordway a t  Tower Road (Sy lves ter ,  1879, IP. 712: Cos te l lo ,  1975 map). 
Construct ion o f  L ine  o f  Fo r t s  (1744) reau i red  m i l i t a r y  highways n o r t h  t o  
h i q h l  ands (Rowe and Heath) w i t h  imorovement o f  Rice Brook - Leqate Hi1 1 Road 
as F o r t  Pelham highway and W i l l  i s  Brook, Heath and Oxbow Road as highways t o  
Fo r t  Sh i r l ey  and Charl emont meetinphouse (1753). Other pe r i od  h i  ahways 
inc luded Heath road a1 ong M i l l  Brook and Turnpike f rom Cold Brook t o  Zoar 
fordway a1 onq Deer f i e l  d  (1769). 

It i s  unclear  what t h e  f iqures  were f o r  t he  area 's  n a t i v e  populat ion, The 
3 
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Colonia l  set t lement  underwent very 1  i ttl e  growth u n t i l  te rmina t ion  of the  
French and Ind ian  wars i n  1763. Throughout t h e  1740s, Charlemont's popul a t i o n  
amounted t o  approximately t h ree  fam i l i es .  I n  ca. 1754, the community had on ly  
increased t o  12 fam i l i es .  The f i g u r e  stood a t  30 f a m i l i e s  i n  ca. 1762. The 
f i r s t  s i gn  of a  subs tan t i a l  popu la t ion  increase d i d  no t  occur u n t i l  ca. 1765 
when Charlemont's popu la t ion  had qrown t o  665 res idents  (F igure  f o r  Old 
Charlemont - Charlemont, most of Heath, a  p o r t i o n  o f  Buckland). The f i g u r e  
remained t h e  same i n  1776. The town's f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  moved f rom Rowe and 
Heath. The m a j o r i t y  o f  Charlemont's post-1760 res iden ts  were former 
Lancaster, Worcester and Deer f i e l  d  res idents.  

C. Sett lement Pat te rns  

Nat ives cont inued t o  occupy Charlemont u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  Colonial  set t lement  i n  
the e a r l y  1740s. 

Colonia l  se t t lement  d u r i n q  t h i s  pe r i od  was l i m i t e d  and dispersed. Most o f  t h e  
area homes were b u i l t  on the Deer f i e l d  R iver  f l o o d ~ l a i n .  The f i r s t  set t lement  
was i n i t i a t e d  i n  ca. 1742143 when Moses Rice erected a  home a t  t h e  southern 
f o o t  o f  Warf ie l  d  Mountain s l  i q h t l  y  west o f  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  Route 2  and 
War f ie ld  Road. Sho r t l y  a f t e r  Othnie l  Taylor  es tab l i shed a  home on the  
Deer f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n  a  sho r t  d is tance east o f  Route 2 's  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  East 
Oxbow Road. These homes were abandoned i n  1746 a f t e r  t he  a t tack  and 
des t ruc t i on  o f  F o r t  Massachusetts by French and Ind ian  forces. R ice 's  home 
and 1  ivestock was destroyed hy h o s t i l e  na t i ves  a f t e r  abandonment. 
Resettlement d i d  n o t  occur u n t i l  ca. 1749. However, set t lement  expansion was 
minimal u n t i l  t h e  e a r l v  1760s because o f  t h e  area 's  cont inued exposure t o  
n a t i v e  attack. Between 1749 and 1775 the  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  Colonia l  set t lement  
took p lace i n  and around t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Charlemont and East Charlemont. Three 
small pa l  1  isaded defensive s t ruc tu res  were b u i l  t around several  homes i n  ca. 
1754. Hawk's F o r t  was l o c a t e d  on the  south s ide  o f  t h e  Mohawk t r a i l  s l i q h t l y  
west o f  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Legate H i l l  Road, Rive 's  f o r t  was s i t u a t e d  
s l i g h t l y  eas t  o f  t h e  s i t e  o f  h i s  f i r s t  home and Tay lo r ' s  f o r t  was l o c a t e d  on 
the previous1 y  mentioned homesi t e  o f  Othnie l  Tayl or.. Three separate attempts 
were made t o  b u i l  d  a  comun i  t y  meetinqhouse. The f i r s t  two meetinqhouses 
(1753, 1762) were never completed and were s i t u a t e d  on one of two loca t ions .  
The f i r s t  s i t e  was i n  Charlemont a t  t h e  muction o f  Ha r r i s  Heath adjacent  t o  
the South Cemetery. The f i r s t  completed meetinghouse was f i n i s h e d  i n  ca. 1772 
and l oca ted  i n  Heath j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  present  CharlemontIHeath l i n e .  

D. Economic Base 

Aqr icu l  t u r e  was the  pr imary economic p u r s u i t  o f  l o c a l  res idents .  The 
D e e r f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n  was the  s i t e  o f  l o c a l  crop ~ r o d u c t i o n  wh i l e  the  uplands 
were used f o r  l i v e s t o c k  grazinq. Charlenont had a  we1 1  -developed i n d u s t r i a l  
base f o r  set t lement  o f  i t s  s ize. The f i r s t  q r i s t m i l l  was es tab l i shed by Aaron 
Rive poss ib le  as e a r l y  as 1745 on M i l l  Brook i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  Route 2. Several vears l a t e r ,  he b u i l t  a  sawmill adjacent t o  the 
f i r s t m i l l .  Othnie l  Taylor  beqan opera t ion  of  a  sawmill i n  East Charlemont on 
Wilder Brook s l  i o h t l  y  n o r t h  o f  i t s  conf luence wi th  the  Deer f ie l  d  River  p r i o r  
t o  1775. A t h i r d  m i l l  opera t ion  ( G r i s t  and sawmill complex) mav have been 
es tab l i shed near the mouth o f  Har twe l l  Brook i n  ca. 1760 (Cos te l l o  1775: 
N. P. 1. One source c l  aimed b r i c k s  were produced 1  ocal l y  as e a r l v  as ca. 1767 
(Sy lves ter  1879: 11, 763). Local t imber  was so ld  t o  Deer f ie ld  wh i le  potash 
was sent  t o  Boston f o r  payment o f  taxes. Some t rade was c a r r i e d  on w i t h  
nat ives.  Animal f u r s  and deer h ides were sent west t o  Albany. Othnie l  Taylor 
beqan opera t ion  of t h e  se t t lement 's  e a r l i e s t  t ave rn  i n  ca. 1760 on the  s i t e  o f  
A.C. Baker 's home. 
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E. Archi  t ec tu re  

The f i r s t  houses cons t ruc ted  i n  the  town were b u i l t  i n  the  e a r l y  1740s and 
abandoned i n  the middle years o f  the decade f o r  reasons o f  sa fe ty  from n a t i v e  
at tack.  Permanent set t lement  occurred a f t e r  1750. Local h i s t o r i e s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  framed (pos t  and beam) houses were n o t  b u i l t  u n t i l  the 1760s and s t a t e  
t h a t  t he  f i r s t  houses were o f  l o g  cons t ruc t ing .  Such statements seem t o  
sugqest t h a t  the f i r s t  houses ( i n  Charlemont and i n  o the r  neighboring f r o n t i e r  
towns as w e l l )  were of v e r t i c a l  Dlank o f  p o s t  cons t ruc t ion .  The e a r l y  
presence o f  sawmil ls i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  v e r t i c a l  p l  anks woul d have been a v a i l  able 
f o r  b u i l d i n q  ma te r i a l .  The f i r s t  meetinqhouse o f  1754, which was never 
f in ished,  was r e ~ l  aced i n  1762 by a meetinghouse o f  35' x 30' x 18'  
dimensi0ns.s A thorough b u i l d i n q  d e s c r i p t i o n  e x i s t s  f o r  t he  b u i l d i n g  i n  the  
town records and i nd i ca tes  t h a t  chambered boards would cover the  e x t e r i o r .  
The t h i r d  meetinghouse (45'  x 35'  x 2 0 ' )  was b u i l t  i n  1767. Three schools 
were b u i l t  i n  1773. Two taverns, the  Othnie l  Tay lo r  Tavern (ca. 1760) and the 
Ha l l  Tavern (ca. 1760) operated i n  the  period. H a l l ' s  Tavern, a two-story 
center-chimney s t ruc tu re ,  s t i l l  stands, 

F. Observations 

Charlemont was one o f  t h e  northernmost set t lements i n  the  Connect icut River  
Va l ley  study un i t .  This  communitv was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the  "1 i n e  of f o r t s "  
es tab l i shed on the  study u n i t ' s  no r the rn  f r o n t i e r  du r i ng  t h e  mid  1740's and 
1750's t o  p r o t e c t  those v a l l e y  set t lements f u r t h e r  south from French and 
Ind ian  attacks, Charlemont a l so  was a resource area f o r  t he  Middle 
Connect icut Val 1 ev and Hudson R ive r  Val 1 ey commercial centers o f  Deer f i  e l  d and 
A1 bany. Contact w i  t h  these s e t t l  emen t s  was expedi ted by Char1 emont ' s  1 oca t i  on 
on the Mohawk t r a i l  , a major c o l o n i a l  east-west c o r r i d o r .  Considerable 
archaeol og ica l  evidence o f  t h e  pe r i od  s e t t l  ement shoul d su rv i ve  throughout t h e  
1 i g h t l  y developed Deer f i  e l  d Val 1 ey. However, t he  r i v e r  area shoul d be 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  monitored f o r  e rod ing  s i t e s  s ince a number o f  homes and t h e  
set t lement  ' s th ree  defensive s t ruc tu res  were b u i l  t on a sho r t  d is tance from 
the  Deer f i  e l  d. 

V I I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t i  on Routes 

Locat ion o f  Charlemont meetinghouse a t  Har twel l  Brook (1 786) f os te red  
expansion o f  l o c a l  highway connections t o  up1 ands w i t h  Burnt H i l l  and H a r r i s  
Mountain Road t o  Heath, Maxwell , Warner and R i  dl ey Road t o  Rowe and Zoar Road 
t o  Monroe alonq Deer f i e l d  R iver  gorqe. Connectinq highway from South River  
inc luded West Hawl ey (Route 8A) and East Hawl ey Road f rom Charlemont fordway. 
Improvement o f  Deer f i  e l  d R iver  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  F i f t h  Massachusetts Turnpike (Ca. 
1805) a lonq River  Road (Route 2) t o  Hoosac Range. 

Charlemont's popu la t ion  grew by 60.1% i n  the  pe r i od  1760-1830, makinq i t  one 
o f  the f a s t e s t  growinq towns i n  the  county. I t s  r a t e  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  above 
the  36.2% county averaqe, though i t  was exceeded by i t s  neighbors Heath, 
Hawley, and Rowe. I n  1830 Charlemont's popu la t ion  stood a t  1,065. 
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C. Sett lement Pa t te rn  

C i v i c  focus re1 ocated from Heath up1 ands t o  Deer f i  e l  d  v a l l  ey w i t h  meetinghouse 
a t  Hartwel l  Brook (1786). Local commercial center  cont inued t o  expand a t  
Charlemont v i l l a g e  along River  Road (Route 2) w i t h  secondary center  a t  East 
Charlemont and m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  Zoar. Highland farminq expanded t o  l i m i t s  on 
ava i l  ab le up1 ands around Bald Mountain and Legate Hi1 1 w i t h  pr imary 
a g r i  cu l  t u r e  a1 ong Deer f i  e l  d  River  meadows. 

Economic Base 

Predominantly aq r i cu l  t u r a l  economy w i t h  small saw and q r i s t m i l l  s. S e t t l  ements 
a t  both Zoar and East Charlemont probably begun i n  t h i s  period. A t  Zoar, 
sawmill and tannery erected; tavern  i n  1812. A t  East Charlemont, i n d u s t r i e s  
bequn by Rue1 Thayer about 1800 dominated the town's 1 i m i  ted i n d u s t r i a l  
qrowth. Thayer b u i l t  a  dam and Dower canal from t h e  Deer f i e l  d  River  f o r  a 
sawmil 1, foundrv, edge t o o l  factory, tannery, and c l o t h i n g  works. By 1832 
Josiah P r a t t ' s  tr iphamner was producing axes and o ther  edge t o o l s  worth 
$7087. A t  l e a s t  two shops i n  town pu t  out  mater ia l  f o r  the home manufacture 
o f  ~ a l m l e a f  hats. Aqr icu l  t u r a l l y ,  t he  s o i l  made good graz ing  land, w i t h  some 
1 arqe d a i r i e s  and f l ocks  o f  sheep repor ted  by the 1830s. Many c a t t l e  were 
annual ly sent  t o  market from Charlemont qraz ina lands. 

E. Arch i tec ture  

Resident ia l  : Great expansion occurred i n  the  Federal per iod  and many o f  t he  
houses standinq i n  the town date from t h a t  time. Most o f  these are loca ted 
along Route 2, h u t  o the rs  were observed on Heath, North Heath and East Oxbow 
Roads. The ma jo r i t y  o f  the s t ruc tu res  are houses, most w i t h  center  h a l l  plans 
and double i n t e r i o r  o r  end chimneys, I n  general, cottages re ta ined  t h e  center  
chimney p1 an through much o f  the  period, Approximately two dozen per iod  
s t ruc tu res  survive. Among t h e  houses are  several b r i c k  examples: a t  l e a s t  
two of the b r i c k  houses i n c o r ~ o r a t e  t w i n  rearwa l l  chimneys, a fea ture  no t  
commonly employed i n  the  region. Both gable and h i p  roo f  were used. Very few 
houses are dated b u t  most appear t o  have been b u i l t  a f t e r  1800. Notable 
examples inc lude a double p i l l ,  end chimney p lan  b r i c k  house on Route 2 
between Heath and H a r r i s  Mountain Roads and an end chimney house a t  East Oxbow 
Road and Route 2, unusual i n  t h a t  i t  incorporates a b r i c k  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  a 
clapboard second f l o o r .  This  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  house was ra ided from a 
cot tage by being placed on a h iqh  b r i c k  basement. Among the  houses they are 
undoubted1 y several b u i l  t by Char1 emont ' s  foremost e a r l y  19th century b u i l  der, 
Colonia l  David Snow (Healy 1965:92) an apprent ice o f  Buckland's b u i l d e r ,  
Colonel John Ames. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n  1788, a new meetinghouse was constructed t o  rep1 ace t h e  
1767 meetinghouse. The e a r l i e r  s t ruc ture ,  which stood i n  present day Heath, 
became t h e  Heath meetinghouse i n  1789. The 1788 Charlemont meetinghouse was 
no t  completed u n t i l  1804 and i s  no t  thought t o  survive. Inventory form CV:45 
o f  the  Charlemont Survey i d e n t i f i e s  a s t r u c t u r e  a t  t he  j unc t i on  o f  Routes 2 
and 8A (opposi te the Town Ha l l  as the 1769 meetinqhouse; the form would 
appear t o  be i n  e r r o r  as a l l  previous l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s  place t h e  1769 
meetinghouse i n  Heath. Rather, the i d e n t i f i e d  hu i l d inq ,  CV:45, i s  more 
probably the  1825 meetinghouse o f  t he  Independent Congregational Society 
(Un i ta r i an )  orqanized i n  1825 and so ld  i n  1861 t o  the Methodists. I n  any 
event, the  b u i l  d inq  i s  a two-story gable roofed FederalIGreek s t r u c t u r e  w i  t h  
p i l l  asters and a domed be1 fry. Other churches founded i n  the per iod  ( i n  
add i t i on  t o  the  Un i ta r i an )  
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were the  B a p t i s t  (1791 ; meetinghouse i d e n t i f i e d  on the 1830 map, on ly  one, t he  
East Charlemont School (1828), survives. That b u i l d i n g  i s  a one-story b r i c k  
s t ruc ture ,  two bays wide by f o u r  l ong  w i t h  a s ide entrance. 

Comnercial : Extant Federal commercial b u i l  dings inc lude the We1 1 s Store (ca. 
18201, a two-and-a-ha1 f story,  qable f ron t ,  center  entrance s t ruc ture ,  and the  
Charlemont I n n  (17971, a 1 arge double chimney Federal house w i t h  a f i v e  bay, 
center  entrance facade. Carr iage sheds to  the  s ide o f  t h e  Inn have been 
converted t o  commercial use. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-18701 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i  on Routes 

Continued improvement o f  Deer f i e l  d Cor r idor  w i t h  Troy and Greenf ie ld Ra i l  road 
(1868) along south bank w i t h  c ross ing  above Cold Brook t o  Zoar through 
D e e r f i e l d  River  b r idqe (Route 8A). 

B. Populat ion 

Charlemont's populat ion,  probably fue led  by i t s  p o s i t i o n  on a major 
t ranspor ta t i on  co r r i do r ,  remained re1 a t i v e l y  constant i n  the Ear ly  I n d u s t r i a l  
period, u n l i k e  most o f  her  neighbors, which showed d e c l i n i n g  rates.  Between 
1830 and 1870 the number o f  res idents  f l u c t u a t e d  up and down s l i g h t l y ,  b u t  by 
1870 the populat ion was on l y  60 persons lower than f o r t y  years previous. 

I n  1855 Charlemont repor ted 10 persons o f  f o re ign  b i r t h .  O f  these, f i v e  were 
na t ives  o f  Germany and Holland, perhaps a t t r a c t e d  by the  small edge-tool 
industry .  

C. S e t t l  ement Pa t te rn  

C i v i c  focus re1 ocated t o  comnercial center  a t  Charlemont v i l l a g e  (1845) w i t h  
secondary focus a t  East Charlemont and Zoar m i l l s  alonq r leer f ie l  d va l ley .  
Openinq o f  r a i l  road connections a1 ong Deer f i e l  d River  created depot v i l l  age on 
south bank o ~ p o s i  t e  Charl emont center. Primary ag r i cu l  t u r e  remained a1 ong 
Deer f ie l  d v a l l  ey w i t h  high1 and farminq t o  Heath and Rowe. 

D. Economic Rase 

Economy remained predominant1 y aar i cu l  t u r a l  , though w i t h  an expanding i ndus t r y  
i n  small woodwork i n q  and edge-tool shops. W i  t h  the es tab1 i shment of  S i l  as 
Lamson's scythe snathe shops a t  Cuminton and Shelburne F a l l s  i n  the  1830s, 
Charlemont a1 so picked UD the indus t ry ,  by 1855 oroducing $15,000 worth, the 
town's 1 argest  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  year i n  terms so product value. I n  t h a t  year a1 so 
two hundred women were employed i n  the  home manufacture o f  palm-leaf hats. 

With the  i nco rpo ra t i on  o f  t h e  Troy & Greenf ie ld  Ra i l road i n  1848, l e d  by two 
Charl emont r e s i  dents (Roger Leavi tt and Samuel Po t te r ) ,  the town expected the 
imminent a r r i v a l  o f  i n d u s t r y  t o  t a p  t h e  ava i l  ab le water power. When the l i n e  
f i n a l l y  oplened on the south s ide  o f  the  r i v e r  twenty years l a t e r ,  these 
expectat ions proved unfounded. 

E. Archi t ec tu re  

Res ident ia l  : Aporoximately four dozen houses o f  t h e  per iod  have surv ived i n  
Charlemont. While the pa t te rn  of dispersed set t lement  along Route 2 and 
secondary roads cont inued we1 1 i n t o  the  period, by  t h e  end o f  t he  period, a 
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we1 1 def ined v i l l a g e  had developed a t  Charlemont Center. Cottages and houses 
were b u i l t  i n  near ly  eaual numbers and no one p lan type predominated. Center 
and end chimnev p l  ans remained aui  t e  common through the 1850s, especial1 y f o r  
cottaqes, most of which e x h i b i t  f i v e  bay center  entrance facades and modest 
Greek Revival d e t a i l  ing. For two-story houses, double chimnev, center  ha1 1 
p lans were t y p i c a l .  Least common, al though n o t  unusual, was use o f  t h e  
s ideha l l  plan.. A t  l e a s t  one Greek Revival cot tage w i t h  a p r o j e c t i n g  gable 
f r o n t  and recessed Dor ic  p o r t i c o  was noted, h u t  i n  general, houses o f  t h e  
per iod were more simp1 y deta i led.  O f  note i s  the presence o f  several houses 
w i t h  gable f r o n t ,  th ree  bay wide, center  entrance i n  a th ree  bay f r o n t  was 
confined t o  connnercial s t ruc tures ,  b u t  several residences o f  t h i s  plan, 
i n c l  uding one double house, were constructed i n  Charlemont. 

I n s t i  t u t i  onal : A f a i r  amount o f  i n s t i  t u  ti onal a c t i v i t y  occurred i n  the per iod  
as sett lements a t  Charlemont and East Charlemont matured. I n  1845, t he  
present Federated Church was b u i l t  by the  F i r s t  Congregational Society. The 
s t r u c t u r e  i s  a two-story Greek Revival s ty1 e b u i l  d inq  w i t h  a two stage sauare 
b e l f r y .  I n  the same year, the East Charlemont Congregational Society was 
orqanized. Two years 1 ater ,  t h a t  soc ie ty  b u i l  t t h e i r  church, a we1 1 - d e t a i l  ed 
double entrance Greek Revival b u i l d i n q  w i t h  domed b e l f r y  and Doric p o r t i c o  i n  
an t i s ;  t h a t  b u i l  d inq  s t i l l  stands, on Route 2 near West Oxbow Road. Also 
b u i l t  i n  the per iod  were a Methodist church (1834-37; 38' x 44' ,  burned 1861 
and the  Grove Academy (18391, a th ree  s t o r y  b r i c k  and frame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a 
cupola, which burned i n  1868. The only  ex tan t  educational b u i l d i n g  i s  the 
Center School (ca. 10501, a two by th ree  bay, one-story frame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
s ide  entrance. 

Comnercial : Charlemont i s  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  f o r tuna te  t o  r e t a i n  several commercial 
bu i l d ings  o f  the per iod  a t  the town center. Among these are the Avery Store 
(ca. 18461, a th ree-s tory  frame Greek Revival b u i l d i n g  and a verV 
we1 1-preserved two-storv Greek Revival s to re  o f  ca. 1840 which r e t a i n s  i t s  
o r i  q i  nal s to re f ron t .  

I X. LATE INDUSTR IAL PER I O D  ( 1870-1 91 5) 

A. Transportat ion Routes 

Deerf ie l  d c o r r i d o r  remained as pr imary r a i l  road rou te  t o  Hoosac Tunnel (Boston 
and Maine). No s t r e e t  ra i lways  pro jec ted  o r  constructed through area. 
S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement o f  D e e r f i e l d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Mohawk T r a i l  as e a r l y  auto 
highway (1914) alonq River  Road (Route 21 through Charlemont w i t h  br idge a t  
Tower Road f o l l o w i n g  Cold Brook v a l l e y  t o  Hoosac summit through Mohawk t r a i l  
State Forest. 

Charlemont's populat ion, as i n  t he  preceding period, f l u c t u a t e d  s l i g h t l y  b u t  
showed a new l o s s  by 1915 o f  on ly  28 persons. One per iod  o f  growth, between 
1880 and 1900, i s  ~ r o b a b l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  the  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  Davis mine. 
The town's f o r e i  gn-born popul a t i  on remained small, though by 1905 the major 
group was from French Canada. 

C. Sett lement Pa t te rn  

Charlemont center  remained as economic and c i v i c  focus w i t h  development o f  
business b locks along River  Road (Route 2)  and secondary v i l l a g e  a t  r a i l r o a d  
depot. 
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Local m i l  1  v i l l  aqe expanded a t  Zoar w i  t h  Hoosac Tunnel r a i l r o a d  depot. l o c a l  
m i l l  v i l l  age expanded a t  Zoar w i t h  Hoosac Tunnel r a i l  road connections (1875), 
wh i le  East Charlemont decl ined as commercial v i l l  age. Agri cul  t u r e  remained as 
pr imary a c t i v i t y  a1 ong Deer f i e l  d  v a l l  ey w i t h  d a i r y  farms on up1 ands. 

Economic Base 

By t h e  1870s, much o f  Charlemont' 1  i m i  t ed  i n d u s t r i a l  d i v e r s i t y  had already 
disappeared. By 1875 seven sawmil ls and two shops f o r  scythe snathes and 
c h a i r  stock were t h e  major i ndus t r i es .  

I n  the 1880s, w i t h  the openinq o f  the Davis mine i n  Rowe, Charlemont 
experienced a prospect ing craze as numerous companies were formed i n  the 
unrea l ized hopes o f  copyinq the success o f  the Davis mine. The mine, however, 
was n o t  w i thout  i t s  detractors.  Since t h e  mine and t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Davis were 
i n  Rowe, the company pa id  no taxes i n  Charl emont, and there was constant 
f r i c t i o n  over the  damage t o  t h e  road t o  the  depot a t  Charlemont. The a c i d  o re  
which s p i l l e d  from the  waqons a l so  k i l l e d  many t rees  alonq the  rou te  throuqh 
Charlemont; and t h e  l i q u i d  mine waste, pumped i n t o  M i l l  Brook, k i l l e d  t h e  f i s h  
no t  only  i n  t h a t  stream b u t  i n  por t ions  o f  the Deer f i e ld  River i t s e l f .  B I J ~  i n  
the  heyday o f  t he  mine, Charlemont benef i ted.  The min ing  company was 
responsib le f o r  an annual l o c a l  p a y r o l l  o f  $100,000, much o f  i t  spent i n  Rowe 
and Charlemont, whose merchants and farmers p r o f i t e d  thereby (Healy 1. The 
Davis mine, together  provided the Troy and Greenf ie ld depots w i t h  near1 y the 
greates t  tonnage shipped o f  any town on the  F i tchburg  l i n e ,  

Other mineral  operat ions i n  Charlemont i n  t h i s  per iod  inc luded the crushing 
p l a n t  and l oad ing  s t a t i o n  of  t h e  Massachusetts Talc Company a t  Zoar, employing 
twentv - f i ve  men' and a mine on Mount Peak, on the southside o f  the  r i v e r ,  
where 12-15 men were employed (1903-10) excavat ing i r o n  o re  deposits. 

I n  1891-92 two shops were hegun which i n  the succeeding per iod  would become 
major features on the  town's economy, I n  1891 W.M. P r a t t  es tab l ished a rake 
handle fac tory ,  1 a t e r  operated by Herman Harr is .  The fo l l ow ing  year  H.H.Frary 
b u i l  t a ca r r i age  shop empl oy ing 30-40 hands; t h e  m i l  1  a1 so produced spool s  f o r  
Northampton s i l k  m i l l s .  F rary  i s  sa id  t o  have been the inventor  o f  the f i r s  
successful automatic wood-turning machines, and t h e  development o f  t he  wooden 
implement shops i n  the 1890s may be re1 ated t o  t h i s  invent ion.  

Da i ry  products remained an impor tan t  element i n  the town economy, The 
Charl emont Creamery Associat ion was establ  ished i n  1893, b u t  a f t e r  a f i r e  
destroyed t h e  p lan t ,  t h e  business was moved t o  Shelburne Fa1 1 s and more 
cen t ra l  loca t ion .  

E. A rch i tec tu re  

Res ident ia l  : Most o f  t h e  housinq cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  per iod  was b u i l t  a t  
Charlemont Center and cons is ts  o f  one-an-one-ha1 f and two s t o r y  s ideha l l  palm 
s i n g l e  fami ly  s t ruc tures .  Approximate1 y a dozen and a ha1 f houses o f  t h i s  
type stand along Route 2. Most incorpora te  S t i ck  S t y l e  and Queen Anne d e t a i l s  
such as one-story porches, shed dormers, polygonal bays and tuned and sawn 
wood t r i m .  The m a j o r i t y  were undoubtedly constructed i n  the 1880s and 90s. 
A f t e r  t he  t u r n  o f  t h e  century, a few modest Colonial  Revival bungalows w i t h  
low s lop inq  gable roo fs  and recessed porches were a lso b u i l t  i n  the same 
area. Per iod houses outs ide  t h e  town center  are f a r  more unusual. However, a 
few examples were noted. Among these are a we1 1 -de ta i l ed  s ideha l l  p l  an Queen 
Anne house on Rowe Road a t  Zoar and several cottages a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  
North Heath and Har r i s  Mountain Roads. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  dinas o f  the per iod  inc lude the b r i c k  
Romanesaue Revival Goodnow Town Ha l l  (1892) w i t h  a Syrian arched entrance and 
three and a ha1 f s to ry  o f f s e t  tower, and the b r i c k  Charlemont Elementary 
School (19071, two and a ha1 f s t o r i e s  t a l l  w i t h  a h i p  r o o f  and aabled entrance 
p a v i l l  ion. Other b u i l d i n g s  are the a1 uminum-si ded two s to ry  Sa in t  
Chr is topher 's  Catho l ic  church (ca. 1880) and t h e  frame Odd Fellows Ha l l  (ca. 
1900). 

Comnercial : Comnercial b u i l  dinqs i n c l  ude a th ree-s tory  Panel Br ick  block (c. 
1895) a t  the town center  and the  Charlemont Depot (Ca. 18901, a simple h i p  
roo fed  frame bu i l d ing .  Reqinning i n  1871 and h e l d  annual ly  through 1934 was 
the Deer f ie l  d Val lev Agr icu l  t u r a l  Society c a t t l e  show, f o r  which a grandstand 
was constructed ca. 1885 a t  t he  Charlemont fairqround. By t h e  end o f  t h e  
period, some t o u r i s t  a c t i v i t y  had probably commenced along Route 2 and some of 
t he  several motor cour ts  o f  one-story t o u r i s t  cabins may date from t h e  period. 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (191 5-1 940) 

A. Transportat ion Routes 

Mohawk T r a i l  auto rou te  remained as pr imary east-west c o r r i d o r  a1 ong Deer f ie l  d 
v a l l e y  t o  North Adams (Route 2 )  w i  t h  connect ing roads t o  Hawley, Rowe and 
Heath (now Route 8A). 

Though the  town's populat ion f luc tua ted,  i t  recorded an o v e r a l l  n e t  l o s s  f o r  
the ~ e r i o d  o f  nea r l y  20 % o f  i t s  1915 populat ion, much o f  t h i s  1 oss occu r r i ng  
i n  the 1 a s t  f i v e  year o f  t h e  pe r iod  (1935-40). The year 1940 a lso  marked t h e  
nad i r  of the town's res iden t  count, w i t h  789 people. 

C. S e t t l  ement Pa t te rn  

Economic and c i v i c  focus remain date Charlemont center  w i t h  development o f  
h igh  way c o m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  along Mohawk t r a i l  auto a x i s  (Route 2) t o  East 
Charlemont. Aqr icu l  t u r e  cont inued as pr imary a c t i  v i  t y  a1 ong Deerf i  e l  d v a l l  ey 
w i t h  l o c a l  m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  Zoar. 

D. Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  The major manufactur ing p l a n t  was e v i d e n t l y  
t h a t  o f  the Frary  Manufacturing Company, employing about 60 hands producing 
wooden products. 

E. Archi tec t u r e  

With the  except ion o f  t o u r i s t  cabins and a few garages along Route 2, almost 
no o the r  cons t ruc t ion  occurred i n  the town. A t  l e a s t  two concrete block 
qarages were b u i l t  i n  the  per iod  (both a t  t he  town center )  as were th ree  motor 
cour ts  o f  t o u r i s t  cabins, a t  East Charlemont, near Avery Road and near Zoar 
Road. O f  these the  Zoar Road cabins are  t h e  bes t  preserved and o f  t h e  
greatest  i n t e r e s t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l v ,  w i t h  gabled entrance porches and roundhead 
doors i n  the  Tudor Revival stye. The o ther  cabins are  modest ( t h e  Avery Road 
exampl es are now 1 inked w i  t h  a continuous gab1 e r o o f  ) bu t  a1 1 are one story,  
one room s t ruc tures  arranged i n  a row o r  crescent. 
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F. Survey Observations: 

General : Charlemont's i nven to ry  i s  b a s i c a l l y  compl ete f o r  pre-1830 residences 
as we1 1 as most i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and commercial b u i l  dings. H i s t o r i c a l  
i n fo rma t i  on, however, i s  o f t e n  t o t a l  1 y 1 acking: dates o f  cons t ruc t ion ,  
o r i g i n a l  use and o r i g i n a l  owners are a1 most never inc luded on the inventory  
forms, which are  otherwise c o n s i s t e n t l y  and thoroughly f i l l  ed out. The 
probable m i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  1825 Un i ta r i an  Meetinghouse has been noted; 
and unexplained def ic iency  i s  the  absence o f  a form f o r  the  1847 East  
Charl emont Conqregati onal Church. Future research might a1 so i dent i  fy houses 
b u i l t  by Colonel David Snow, s a i d  t o  be t h e  town's most important  e a r l y  19th 
century b u i l d e r ;  none o f  h i s  work has current1 y been i d e n t i f i e d .  
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