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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: Conway 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Conway i s  t h e  f o u r t h  l a r q e s t  town i n  F rank l i n  County measuring 37.8 square 
mi les. The town i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  the western uplands o f  t he  Connecticut River  
V a l l e y  study u n i t .  These uplands a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  Green 
Mountains. Generally, e leva t ions  range from 1000 f e e t  t o  1350 feet i n  western 
Conway w h i l e  dropping t o  between 700 f e e t  t o  900 f e e t  i n  eas tern  Conway. The 
town's g rea tes t  e leva t ions  occur i n  i t s  western uplands. They inc lude Flag 
Mountain (1395 f e e t )  i n  nor thwestern Conway, t h e  t w i n  h i l l s  o f  Walters H i l l  
(1247 f e e t )  and Pine H i l l  (1 184 f e e t  northwest of t he  v i l l a g e  o f  Conway, 
Smith H i l l  (1406 f e e t )  eas t  o f  t h e  southern po r t i on  of Poland Brook and t h e  
opposinq peaks o f  Abbott H i l l  11507 f e e t )  and Sikes H i l l  (1508 f e e t )  i n  
southwestern Conway. These h i 1  1s a r e  broken b y  several  i n t e r v a l e s  and t h e  
Sorr t h  R i ve r  Val ley. The Deer f i e l d  River del  ineates Conway's nor theastern 
boundary, separa t ing  i t  f rom t h e  towns o f  Shelburne and Deer f ie ld .  The 
Deer f i e l d  and South r i v e r s  d r a i n  the nor thern  p o r t i o n  of Conway wclile the 
southern p o r t i o n  o f  town i s  dra ined b u t  t h e  M i l l  River which even tua l l y  f lows 
i n t o  t he  Connect icut River i n  H a t f i e l d .  The town's o n l y  bodies o f  f reshwater 
a r e  severa l  smal l  m i l l  ponds. A number of smal l  t o  moderate-sized t r a c t s  o f  
marshland are sca t te red  about Conwav. 

11. POLITICAL ROUNDAR IES 

O r i g i n a l l y  inc luded as p a r t  of Dee r f i e l d  Western a d d i t i o n  i n  1712 w i t h  
southern boundary alonq H a t f i e l d  1 ine  (Whate1.y-Wi 11 iamsburq ) and western 1  ine 
w i t h  Huntstown (Ash f i e ld ) .  S e t t l e d  as Southwestern Deer f i e l d  and es tab l i shed 
as Conway d i s t r i c t  i n  1767 w i t h  nor thern  boundary along Deer f ie ld  River w i th  
Shelburne. Incorporated as town o f  Conway i n  1775 w i t h  nor theas t  sec t ion  
annexed from Shelburne i n  1781, southwest sec t i on  an~exed t o  Goshen i n  1785 
and southeast sec t ion  annexed f rom Deer f i e l d  i n  1791. Northwest d i s t r i c t  
annexed t o  Ruckland i n  1838. 

111. H I S T O R I C  OVERVIEW 

Rural  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h  ill town on secondary c o r r i d o r  between Green f i e l d  and 
Northampton. Located on eastern range of Hoosac highlands w i t h  access t o  
Connecticut a l l e y  a long D e e r f i e l d  River gorge i n c l u d i n g  n a t i v e  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  
i n  South R iver  Val ley. Se t t l ed  f o r  Dee r f i e l d  be fore  Revolut ion w i t h  o r i g i n a l  
meetinghouse s i t e  a t  Pumpkin Hol low south o f  town center and w e l l  preserved 
mid-18th cen tu ry  houses o f  e a r l y  Co lon ia l  plan n o r t h  and west of town center.  
L im i ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  on h  igh  lands above South River du r i ng  e a r l y  
19th century  w i t h  severa l  s u r v i v i n q  Federal farmsteads on Cr i cke t  H i l l ,  Poplar 
H i1  1, Pine Hi1 1, and a long Flathews and Roaring Brook Road t o  Deer f ie ld .  
Important development o f  l o c a l  manufacturinq on South River  a t  Burkev i l  l e  w i t h  
qradual expansion o f  s t r e e t  v  il lage t o  Conway Center dur i n q  mid-19th century, 
i nc lud  i nq  Greek Reviva l  cottages and e laborate suburban housing alonq River 
S t ree t  ax i s .  I n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  reached b y  l a t e  19th c e n t u r y w i t h  l o c a t i o n  
o f  c i v i c  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Conway Center, i nc lud ing  Beaux A r t s  
l i b r a r y  and format ion o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  on h i l l s  above South River t o  
B u r k e v i l l e  w i t h  Queen Anne church on Maple Street .  Locat ion o f  Boston and 
Maine Rai l road a long Deer f ie ld  qorqe had l i t t l e  i m ~ a c t  upon sett lement,  save 
f o r  o r i g i n a l  t r u s s  b r idge a t  Bardwell Ferry. Inc reas ing  developwent o f  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  from Deer f i e l d  b y  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  i n c l u d i n g  no tab le  
concrete b lock  Co lon ia l  Revival  es ta te  on Poplar  Hi1 1. Present preservat ion 



o f  h i s t o r i c  per  i od  farmsteads, w h i l e  l o c a l  highway a c t i v i t i e s  th rea ten  eros ion 
o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  f a b r i c  a t  R u r k e v i l l e .  

I V. CONTACT PERIOD (1  500- 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

In termediate c o r r i d o r  between Connect icut  Val  l e y  and k e r f i e l d  River .  
Secondary east-west t r a i l  t o  South R i ve r  v a l l e v  (Conway Center)  from M i l l  
R ive r  ( D e e r f i e l d )  appa ren t l y  fo l lowed l i n e  o f  Mathews Road and l oop  o f  Parson 
Road a lonq  a x i s  o f  Route 116, ex tend ing  west possib1.y as Pine H i l l  Road t o  
Shelburne F a l l s  and Bear R i ve r  (Ash f i e l d ) .  A l t e rna te  branch may have f o l l owed  
South R i ve r  v a l l e y  west (Route 116) w i t h  southwest branch through Poland Gate 
t o  Keyes Swamp and Chapel F a l l s  (Ashland). North-south rou tes  a l ong  a x i s  o f  
South R iver  v a l l e y  f rom D e e r f i e l d  gorge remain unc lear  w i t h  connect ing 1 ink t o  
Roar ing Rrook (Whately) p o s s i b l y  over F i s h e r  and Poplar  H i l l  Road. 

B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

There were no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  pe r i od  s i t e s .  The town's  upland t e r r a i n  
suqges t s  n a t i v e  occupat ion was 1 i m i  ted  t o  smal l  t o  moderate-sized f i s h i n g  and 
h u n t i n g  camps. Per iod s i t e s  most l i k e l y  were concentrated i n  t h e  South R iver  
Va l ley ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  between t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Conway and the South R i v e r ' s  
conf luence w i t h  t h e  Dee r f i e l d ,  and t h e  b l u f f  immediate ly  n o r t h  o f  these two 
r i v e r s .  Add i t i ona l  camps may have been es tab l  ished ad jacent  t o  the  southern 
t h i r d  o f  Rear R iver  and Schneck Brook. 

C. Subsistence Pat te rns :  

Several  smal l  t r a c t s  o f  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  l and  may have been l a i d  ou t  i n  t h e  
broadest p o r t i o n  o f  the South R i ve r  v a l l e v  and tcle l e v e l  ground immediate ly  
south o f  Schneck Brook. The p r ima ry  f i s h i n g  s i t e s  were p robab ly  s i t u a t e d  a t  
the Dee r f i e l d  R i v e r ' s  conf luence w i t h  Schneck Brook, Bear R iver  and South 
River .  Hunt ing  was 1 i k e l y  undertaken i n  sca t t e red  upland l o c a t i o n s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  l o c a l  marshlands and i n te r va les .  

D. Observations: 

Conway p robab l y  qained increased importance t o  t h e  Pocumtucks as a resource 
and a se t t lement  area because o f  c o l o n i a l  encroachment on t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s e t t l m e n t  cen te r  i n  Dee r f i e l d .  A t  t h i s  t ime, t h e  s tudy u n i t ' s  western 
uplands were o f  l i m i t e d  i n t e r e s t  t o  t he  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Improvement o f  east-west a x i s  w i t h  Huntstown Road (1754) as Mathews Road a long  
M i l l  R ive r  fronl D e e r f i e l d  t o  South R i ve r  and west as Pine H i l l  Road t o  
Ash f i e l d  (Conway, 1961, p.52). North-south a x i s  improved f rom D e e r f i e l d  River  
w i t h  c ross ing  a t  Bardwel l  F e r r y  (Shelburne) and south as Reed's Br idge Road 
(1767) t o  Pumkin Hol low (Conway Center)  and southwest t o  Roar ing Brook as 
former F i sche r  Hi1 1-Poplar H i l l  Road t o  Whately ( Ib i r l ,  p.54). Estab l  ishment 
o f  meetinghouse i n  Punpkin Hol low (1769) c rea ted  r a d i a l  highway system o f  town 
center  i n c l u d i n g  C r i c k e t  H i l l  Road, R i ve r  S t ree t  and Shelhurne Road a lonq 
South R iver  v a l l e y .  Survey of  d i v i s i o n  highways (1762) formed nor th /sou th  
a x i s  o f  S h i r k s h i r e  Road and East Guinea Road. Other pe r i od  roads inc luded  
network through Conway S ta te  Fo res t  now abandoned. 
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B. Popu la t ion :  

It i s  unc lear  i f  Conway had a  post-1675 n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  As o f  ca. 1769, 
the  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  cons is ted  o f  50 f a m i l i e s  and 400 i n d i v i d u a l s .  The 
l a t t e r  f i g u r e  had more than doubled t o  905 res iden t s  i n  1776. Per iod s e t t l e r s  
were former r e s i d e n t s  o f  Dee r f i e l d ,  and the Worcester County town so 
Leices t e r  , Grafton, Barred and Rutland. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  se t t l emen t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p lace u n t i l  ca. 1763 ( t e r m i n a t i o n  
da te  o f  the l a s t  o f  the  French and I n d i a n  wars). For severa l  years, most 
r e s i d e n t s  l i v e d  i n  crude s h e l t e r s  (Lee 1967: 15). The f i r s t  years  witnessed 
the cons t ruc t i on  o f  sca t t e red  Ilomes i n  the  qeneral v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
Conway. Ry t h e  l a t e  1760's se t t l emen t  had begun t o  c l u s t e r  f u r t h e r  south i n  
Pumpkin Hol low, an area imned ia te l  y  eas t  o f  Academy H i l l  Road. The town ' s  
f i r s t '  meetinghouse (Congregat ional  ) and schoolhouse were cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  
"Hol low" i n  ca. 1767 and 1772, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Scat tered contemporary 
se t t l emen t  took p lace ou t s i de  of  t h i s  node i n  no r t he rn  Conway on Sapiens Road 
and o f f  o f  Reed 's  Br idge Road and i n  the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  town on North 
Poland Road near t h e  Conway/Ashfield l i n e ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C r i cke t  H i l l ,  
eas t  o f  Popu la r  H i l l  and on Roaring Brook Road. 

D. Economic Base: 

Aqr i c u l  t u r e  was t h e  predominant economic p u r s u i t .  Local r e s i d e n t s  focused on 
l i v e s t o c k  g raz inq  because o f  the  town's e x c e l l e n t  g raz ing  land and l i m i t e d  
cropland. Co lon ia l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  Conway as g raz ing  l a n d  most l i k e l y  dated t o  
the e a r l y  18th cen tu ry  when t h i s  area a long  w i t h  Shelburne were granted t o  
D e e r f i e l d  as common land.  The area I s  per iod  i n d u s t r i a l  development was 
l i m i t e d .  A v a i l a b l e  secondary sources made re fe rences  t o  o n l y  two pe r i od  
m i l l s .  One source c la ims  t h e  town's  f i r s t  m i l l  ( q r i s t )  was b u i l t  i n  ca. 1767 
b y  an A f ro - Ind ian  r e s i d e n t  named Caleb Sharp on the South R iver  a t  i t s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Br idqe S t ree t .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  date,  q r a i n  was r e p o r t e d l y  c a r r i e d  
t o  H a t f i e l d  t o  be ground (Lee 1967: 15). However, i t  i s  more l i k e l y  l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t s  u t i l i z e d  t h e  two pre-1775 g r i s t  m i l l s  o f  A s h f i e l d  o r  those o f  
D e e r f i e l d  because o f  t h e i r  c l o s e r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Ashf ie ld .  A second g r i s t  m i l l  
was o p e r a t i n g  b y  ca. 1770 on t h e  South R i ve r  i n  no r t he rn  Ash f ie ld .  

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Approx imate ly  a  hal f -dozen houses o f  t h e  Federal  per iod  s u r v i v e  
i n  Conway. O f  these, t he  e a r l i e s t  i s  t h e  John Bo.yden House, da te  1763. Th i s  
i s  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  cen te r  chimney s t r u c t u r e  o f  f i v e  bays '  w id th .  Other 
houses o f  t he  Co lon ia l  per iod  inc luded  the  Reverand John Emerson House (1770), 
t h e  Andoniram B a r t l e t t  co t tage  (17671, t h e  Joe l  Emerson House (17701, t h e  
Andoniram B a r t l e t t  cot tage (1767), t h e  J o e l  Parsons cot taqe (1766) and the  
Dan ie l  Newhall t a v e r n  (1757), t h e  Joe l  Parsons co t tage  (1766) and t h e  Daniel  
Newhall Tavern (1767). A l l  e x h i b i t  center  chimney plans. O f  no te  are the  
B a r t l e t t  cot taqe,  w i t h  an i n t e g r a l  lean to ,  and t h e  Parsons cot taqe,  whose 
chimney placement and r o o f  p r o f i l e  suqgest i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  h a l f  cot tage. 
Also o f  no te  i s  a  reference t o  t h e  Joe l  Raker House (1766-1916) as t h e  f i r s t  
framed house i n  the  town (Lee 1967: 13). The center  chimney Baker House was 
-1 o f  e a r l y  Connect icut  V a l l e y  houses i n  t h a t  i t  e x h i b i t e d  o n l y  t h r e e  
facade bays r a t h e r  than the  customary f ive.  If it was the f i r s t  framed house 
i n  Conway (and t h e  Royden House c o n s t r u c t i o n  da te  confuses t h i s  issue) ,  then 
it was a  t - yp i ca l  o f  i t s  contemporaries. Reference t o  houses frames my 
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suggest t h a t  the e a r l i e s t  houses, constructed i n  the town i n  the e a r l y  176Os, 
were o f  plank construct ion.  Use o f  plank f raming would be cons is tan t  w i t h  
pa t te rns  o f  f r o n t i e r  a rch i tec tu re  elsewhere i n  New England ( i  .e., New 
Hampshire) and could a l so  exp la in  references t o  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  " log"  
houses b y  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town's f i r s t  meetinghouse was begun i n  1769 and n o t  
completed u n t i l  sometime l a t e r .  I t s  o r i g i n a l  dimensions were 30 square w i t h  
10' posts. Also b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod  was a 2.5' x 22' school (1773). 

Comercia1: The o n l y  c o m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  t o  surv ive  i s  the Daniel Newhall 
Tavern (17671, a center  chimney s t ruc t r r re  w i t h  a simple Connecticut V a l l e y  
entrance surround cons i s t i ng  o f  a s t r a i g h t  en tab la ture  enclos ing double-leaved 
doors. 

F. Observations: 

Conway's 1 im i ted  i n d u s t r i a l  base, a g r i c u l t u r a l  land and l i ves tock  populat ion 
suggest the town was one o f  the poorest i n  t he  Connecticut River  V a l l e y  s tudy  
u n i t  d u r i n g  t h e  Co lon ia l  period. As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  community was h e a v i l y  
dependent on r i v e r  towns such as Deer f ie ld  and H a t f i e l d  f o r  economic support. 
Research would be devoted t o  b e t t e r  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  ex ten t  t o  which Conway was 
t i e d  t o  these two communities. Considerable archaeological evidence o f  tbe 
Conway per iod  s e t t l m e n t  node and o u t l y i n g  homes may s t i l l  su rv i ve  because o f  
the area 's  1 im i ted  development. 

V I  I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1 775- 1830) 

Transportat ion Routes: 

Primary east-west ax i s  remained from Pumpkin Hollow a long Yathews Road (Route 
116) w i t h  improvement o f  River  S t ree t  t o  B u r k e v i l l e  m i l l  s i t e  (1785) and west 
t o  Ashf ie ld  as R i l e y  Road above South River v a l l e y .  Deer f i e ld  River cross ing 
t o  Shelburne maintained a t  Bardwell Fer ry  w i t h  l o c a l  crossings across South 
River a t  Reed I s  Bridge and Hawland Bridge. 

Populat ion: 

Conway's populat ion g r m  b y  133.2% between 1776 and 1790 the  second h ighest  
qrowth r a t e  ( a f t e r  Co lera in )  o f  any town i n  the county for these e a r l y  years. 
This r a t e  ceased and t h e  populat ion a b r u p t l y  peaked i n  1790 a t  2,092, making 
Conway i n  tha t  year the l a rges t  town i n  the  three-county Connect icut Va l ley  
but f o r  West S p r i n q f i e l d  and West f ie ld.  Between 1790 and 1830 the  town l o s t  a 
quar te r  o f  i t s  newly-gained poprrlation, f i n i s h i n g  the period a t  1,563. 

C. S e t t l m e n t  Pat tern:  

C i v i c  focus r m a i n e d  a t  Pumpkin H o l l  ow w i t h  secondary center formed around 
Bap t i s t  Meetinghouse i n  Conway v i 1  lage (1790). Economic focus es tab1 ished on 
South River a t  B u r k e v i l l e  w i t h  t e x t i l e  m i l l  (1810) c r e a t i n g  extended 
sett lement along a x i s  o f  River  S t ree t  (Route 116). Upland farming expanded t o  
l i m i t s  o f  h igh  land a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  Sh i r k s h  i r e  (NU), Broomsh i r e  (NE) Poland 
Brook (SW), and C r i c k e t t  and Popular H i l l  (SE). H i l l  land remained as 
undeveloped t imber resource w i t h  saw m i l l s  a long South River va l l ey .  
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D. Economic Rase: 

A predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  small saw and q r i s t  m i l l s  
establ ished alonq South River. Many of the town's inhab i tan ts  ra i sed  c a t t l e  
and sheep f o r  Boston markets, w h i l e  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  wool and a d a i r y  
products were a l so  considerable. As a r e s u l t  of the  t rade  r e s t r a i n t s  imposed 
b y  t h e  War o f  1812, a small b roadc lo th  m i l l  was b u i l t  on a former f u l l i n g - m i l l  
p r i v i l e g e ,  though i t  appears t o  have f a i l e d  no t  long a f t e r  t he  r e t u r n  o f  
B r i t i s h  goods t o  American markets. The l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  period, as o f  
1832, was the comb shop o f  John Ware, who employed 18 men and 10 women i n  
producing $13,900 worth o f  horn  combs. (Much of Ware's horn stock, as w e l l  as 
h i s  f i n i s h e d  product, was co l l ec ted  or  so ld  i n  Albany.) Ware's f a c t o r y  was 
the  o n l y  instance o f  comb making recorded i n  t h e  Val ley, though the  business 
f l o u r i s h e d  i n  Worcester Countv. 

E. Arch i tec tu re :  

Res ident ia l :  A ~ p r o x i m a t e l y  a dozen houses o f  t h e  Federal per iod a r e  known t o  
surv ive  i n  C0nwa.v. These inc lude severa l  we1 1-de ta i led  b r i c k  houses and a 
number o f  s impler  frame farmhouses. Center chimney and center  h a l l  plans were 
used w i t h  almost equal frequency. Two s t o r y  houses seem t o  be somewhat more 
preva len t  than cottages and i n d i c a t e  t h e  town's r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t he  
period. Per iod  houses are concentrated a t  the town center  bu t  were a l so  
observed i n  scat tered,  i s o l a t e d  l oca t i ons  a long Shelburne F a l l s ,  Ashf ie ld ,  
North Poland, Conway and Reed's Bridge Roads. O f  note are a double p i l e  plan, 
end chimney b r i c k  houses a t  t h e  town center ,  t h e  F rank l i n  Arms House (ca. 
1790; r e b u i l t  1826), w i t h  t r i p l e  i n t e r i o r  chimneys., the Aust in  Rice House 
(17841, t h e  double i n t e r i o r  chimney Samuel Newhall House (1790) and a center  
chinmey house on Shelburne F a l l s  Road, which incorporates an end gable 
overhang. The overhang fea tu re ,  common i n  t h e  v a l l e y  towns o f  t h e  region,  was 
i n f r e q u e n t l y  used i n  t he  hiqhlands. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1796, t h e  meetinghouse was enlarged and porches and a 
s teep le  w i t h  a c lock added. One source claims t h a t  the s t r u c t u r e  was enlarged 
rwm 30' x  30' x 10' square b u i l d i n g s  t o  a s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  dimensions o f  60 x  
100' (Lee 1967:21). I f  so, it s u r e l y  would have been one o f  the l a r g e s t  
meetinghouse i n  t h e  e n t i r e  Connect icut V a l l e y  reg ion .  A f te r  1783, a number o f  
schoolhouses were b u i l t  and b y  1830, there were 12 schoolhouses standinq i n  
t he  town. Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  inc luded t h e  organ iza t ion  o f  a  B a p t i s t  
church i n  1785 and the commencement o f  Methodist  classes i n  1825. The 
Bapt is ts  b u i l t  a  30' x  40' meetinghouse beginning i n  1790 but i t  was probably 
never completed and was moved i n  1810. Also organized i n  the per iod was a 
L i b r a r y  Associat ion (1821). This came about l a r g e l y  through the  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  
Reverend Edward H i tch  cock o f  Amherst. 

V I  'I I. EARLY INDUST? IAL PER I O D  (1  830- 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Continued development o f  l o c a l  road system from Burkev i l  l e  around South River 
Val l e y  t o  Conway Center w i t h  School and Maple Street .  Primar.y east-west a x i s  
remained a1 ong Route 116 c o r r i d o r  from Deer f i e l d  t o  Ash f i e l d  w i t h  secondary 
nor th-south a x i s  along Shelburne Road t o  Sh i r k s h  i r e .  S i  gni  f i  cant improvement 
o f  e a s t - w s  t reg iona l  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Troy and Greenf ie ld  Rai l road a long 
Deer f i e l d  River  gorge (1867) and b r i d g e  replacement a t  Bardwell Fer ry  from 
Shelburne. Local improvement o f  South River  c ross ing  a t  B u r k e v i l l e  w i t h  
covered br idge ( 1869 now res to red  1. 
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B. Populat ion: 

Conway's populat ion experienced some f l u c t u a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  period. With the 
new m i l l s  going i n t o  opera t ion  i n  t he  V i l l a g e  and i n  Burkev i l le ,  Conway's 
populat ion rose b y  30% i n  t h e  s i n g l e  decade 1840-50. Between 1850 and 1870, 
however, the town l o s t  almost the same amount, f i n i s h i n q  the period w i t h  a ne t  
loss o f  103 persons, 5 %  of t h e  count i n  1830. 

I n  1855, 15% o f  the populat ion were foreign-born. Only Greenf ie ld w i t h  18%, 
could c la im  a h igher  percentage o f  immigrants among t h e  county 's  towns. The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  the immigrants were I r i s h  (60.9%), though a subs tant ia l  nunher 
were from Germany and Hol land (23.7%) and England (12.2%). 

C. Sett lement Pat tern:  

R u r k e v i l l e  developed as pr imary  economic center  w i t h  establ ishment o f  Conway 
Manufacturinq Company (1838). C i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  re loca ted f rom Pumpkin Hollow 
t o  Conway Center (1542) extending continuous set t lement  a long River S t ree t  
(Route 116) from Howland Bridqe t o  Burkev i l  le.  llpland a g r i c u l t u r e  remained as 
pr imary  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  d a i r y  farms i n  Shi rkshi re,  Rroomshire, South River,  
Roarinq Brook Va l l ey  and C r i c k e t t  H i l l .  Locat ion o f  Troy and Greenf ie ld  
Rai l road a long Deer f i e ld  River gorge ((Bardwell Fe r ry )  had l i t t l e  impact upon 
sett lement.  

D. Economic Base: 

Conway's economy suddenly blossomed w i t h  woolen and co t ton  m i l  1s beginning i n  
t he  Panic Year o f  1837. I n  t h a t  year two incorporated t e x t i l e  concerns b u i l t  
m i l l s .  Edmund Burke, whose Conway Manufactur ing Co. es tab l ished B u r k e v i l l e  a t  
t h i s  time, b u i l t  a  smal l  woolen m i l l  upstream o f  t he  v i l l a q e ;  Asa Howland's 
Conway M i l l s  b u i l t  a  co t ton  m i l l  downstream o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  By 1846 two 
seamless cotton-baq m i l l s  had jo ined the group, and ten years l a t e r ,  a f t e r  the 
expansion o f  t h e  B r ~ r k e v i l l e  woolen m i l l ,  t h e  f o u r  m i l l s  together  produced 
nea r l y  $300,000 worth o f  c lo th ,  according t o  Holland. The Burkev i l  l e  m i l l  
alone produced n e a r l y  86% o f  t h e  county 's  woolen c l o t h  t h a t  year. I n  t he  l a t e  
1850s, the business depression and a se r ies  o f  f i r e s  caused a reorgan iza t ion  
o f  t h e  m i l  1  s  and two separate concerns even tua l l y  emerged b y  t h e  l a t e  1860s: 
Tucker & Cook, opera t ing  two co t ton  m i l  1  s; and E. Delabarre opera t ing  the 
former B u r k e v i l l e  woolen n i l 1  . The l a t t e r  b y  1865 employed over 80 operat ives 
and was producinq cassimeres worth !$350,000. 

During t h e  1840s and 50s, two attempts were made t o  in t roduce p rec i s ion  metal 
products i n  t o  Conwa y. A1 onz o Parker ' s  success w i  th  t he  Conway Too 1 Co., 
1842-51, however, induced him t o  r e l o c a t e  t o  Greenf ie ld i n  1851. The South 
R iver  Cu t l e ry  Company, formed i n  1851, f loundered i n  1856, thouqh a t  i t s  peak 
a year before i t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  business i n  town a f t e r  t he  t e x t i l e  m i l l s ,  
employing 50 men and producing c r i t l e r y  valued a t  $40,000. 

By 1867 the  .year of t h e  town's centennia l ,  p r o s p e r i t y  and a new r a i l r o a d  
through the center of the town were expected momentari1.v. Wrote a Greenf ie ld 
pa per t h a t  year : 

There i s  no town i n  F rank l i n  County t h a t  o f f e r s  more encouraging 
inducements f o r  investment o f  1 i m i  ted c a p i t a l  than Conway.. . It appears 
t h a t  no th ing  i s  wanted but  ou ts ide  c a p i t a l  t o  make Conway a f o u r i s h i n g  
place w i t h  probably a populat ion o f  ten t o  twelve thousand. (Quoted i n  
Pease. ) 
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Agri  crrl t n r a l  product ion a1 so advanced i n  the period. Conway, i n  1845, ranked 
second i n  b u t t e r  product ion i n  t h e  county, and f o u r t h  i n  cheese. Tobacco, 
introduced i n  South Pa r t  i n  1860, expanded d ramat i ca l l y  i n  the e a r l y  1860s. 
By 1866, 200 acres were repor ted  planted. 

E. Arch i tec ture :  

Res ident ia l :  Some two dozen houses o f  t h e  per iod  have surv ived across t h e  
town. The m a j o r i t y  o f  these are located a t  the town w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  few 
per iod  s t ruc tures  i n  out1 y i n g  areas. Of r e v i v a l  s t ruc tures ,  w i t h  two-story 
houses predominating. O f  spec ia l  note i s  a  group o f  some half-dozen house 
c lus tered a1 ong Conway Road. A1 though most houses e x h i b i t  Greek Revival 
s t y1  inq (entrance surrounds w i t h  transom and s ide l i gh ts ,  gable end pediments 
w i t h  f lushboarding),  a  few houses incorporate such I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l s  as wide 
cornices, overhanging eaves and shallow gable roo fs .  I n  add i t i on  t o  s ideha l l  
plans s t ruc tures ,  several Greek Revival and I t a l  ianate houses w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  
double i n t e r i o r  ch imey,  center  h a l l  plans were a lso  observed a long w i t h  a  few 
cottages w i t h  double facade gables. Outside t h e  town center,  cottages, most 
o f  f i v e  bays w id th  and double or center chimneys, predominate. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1841, t h e  second Congregational meetinghouse, an 80' x  52' 
s t r u c t u r e  cos t inq  $7,000, was b u i l t .  This  was a  one and a  h a l f  s t o r y  Greek 
Revival b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  a  Dor ic  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s  and two-stage square b e l f r y  
w i t h  spi re.  The on l y  o ther  church b u i l t  i n  the period was the second 
meetinghouse o f  t h e  Bap t i s t  Society, b u i l t  i n  1840. That church, which had 
dimensions o f  55' x  38 ' ,  was ve ry  s i m i l a r  i n  appearance t o  the East V i l l a g e  
(Second) Congregational Church (1839) ; a Greek Revival s ty1 e  bu i l d ing ,  t h e  
Bap t i s t  church featured a  stepped parapet on the f r o n t  gable, l i k e  the East 
V i l l age  example. Neither of Conway's E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  churches 
survives. Also o f  note a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  was the  Conway Academy (1863, 
demolished ca. 1927). The Macemy was es tab l ished i n  1853 and i n  1865 became 
the town's f i r s t  h igh  school. The o r i g i n a l  1853 Academy b u i l d i n g  burned i n  
1863; a  1  P1 1/2 s t o r y  Greek Revival b u i l d i n g ,  i t  featured p r o j e c t i n g  one s t o r y  
end bay wings which formed a  recessed entrance i n  the center. I n  plan, the 
U-shaped Conway Academy c l  ose ly  resembled t h e  Sanderson Academy (1 853) i n  
Ashf ield. Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  included the establ ishment o f  a  f i r e  
department (18521, t h e  ce leb ra t i on  of t h e  f i r s t  Catho l ic  serv ices (18451, t h e  
organizat ion o f  the Methodist Church (1852) and the cons t ruc t ion  o f  some n ine  
d i s t r i c t  schoolhouses, o f  which s i x  a r e  thought t o  su rv i ve  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  
use. Almost a l l  o f  these exh ib i t ed  the t y p i c a l  schoolhouses form o f  one s t o r y  
h e i g h t  and two bay b y  th ree  bay, s ide  entered p lan.  

Commercial: One o f  the most important  commercial ventures o f  the period was 
t h e  founding o f  t h e  Conway Bank i n  1854. Conway was one o f  t h e  few 
communities i n  the  reg ion  t o  have a  bank i n  the Ear l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod. 
Other commercial b u i l d i n g  of t h e  per iod  were t h e  double i n t e r i o r  chimney, 
gable f r o n t  Greek Revival  Conway House (ca. 18401, the temple f r o n t  Stearns 
Store (ca. 1850) and Darby's Store (ca. 1860), a  one-story center  entrance 
bu i l d ing .  None o f  these are known t o  survive. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : I n d u s t r i a l  cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  per iod  inc luded t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  
the Rurkev i l l e  M i l l  (18371, a  f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  c l e r e s t o r y  
monitor roof and center  cupola and s ta i r tower .  Also es tab l ished i n  the  per iod 
were the Whit ton Cotton M i l l  (1847) and South R iver  Cu t l e ry  Company (1851 ). 
No i n d u s t r i a l  bu i l d ings  o f  t h e  per iod  a r e  known extant .  
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I X .  LATE INDUSRIAL PERIOD (1870- 19 15) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

Continued improvement o f  Deer f i e ld  River r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  
Northampton-Shelburne F a l l s  Branch along south gorge t o  Deer f ie ld  (1881 ) w i t h  
t r e s s l e  over South River  (now abandoned roadbed). Local proposal o f  r a i l r o a d  
connection from W i l l  iamshurg t o  Shelburne Fa1 1s attempted through Conway 
Center (1873 map) i n  p a r t  r e a l i z e d  w i t h  nor th/south e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  l i n e  from 
Burkev i l l e  along South River  v a l l e y  t o  Conway S ta t i on  a t  Deer f ie ld  River 
(1895: Shaw , Transportat ion B u l l  e t i n  , 1949). Improvement o f  Rardwell F e r r y  
b r idge (ca. 1890) w i t h  Truss span s t i l l  i n t a c t  across Deer f ie ld  River gorge. 

Conway's populat ion experienced considerable f l u c t u a t i o n  du r ing  t h i s  period. 
The most obvious anamolyin the  record i s  the 1,760 res iden ts  recorded i n  188r), 
some 300 above t h e  f i g u r e  f i v e  years e a r l i e r .  I t a l i a n s  numbered 126 i n  Conway 
t h a t  year, makinq i t  the l a rges t  group o f  I t a l i a n s  i n  t he  Connect icut Val ley.  
This group ~ ~ n d o u b t e d l  y represents laborers  cons t ruc t ion  t h e  nor thern  extension 
of the New Haven & Northampton Rai l road through town, completed the year 
f o l l ow ing .  U n i t  1895 the  populat ion again decl ined, though the  new s t r e e t  
r a i l w a y  and manufacturing concerns ha l ted  t h i s  dec l ine  f o r  a  few years. A f t e r  
1900, hmever,  t h e  town s t e a d i l y  l o s t  res idents ,  as more m i l l s  closed. By 
1915 the  populat ion stood a t  1,2220, making a  ne t  loss o f  16% f o r  the period. 

Conway's fore ign-born populat ion i n  1905 was 15% o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  o f  which t h e  
l a r g e s t  groups were French Canadians (25%), fo l lowed b y  Poles 919%) and I r i s h  
(12%). 

C. S e t t l  anent Pat tern:  

C i v i c  focus remained a t  Conway Center w i t h  economic a c t i v i t i e s  extended a1 ong 
River S t ree t  a x i s  (Route 116) t o  Burkev i l le ,  Suburban housing i n f i l l e d  on 
a v a i l a b l e  upland above South River  v a l l e y  on Maple and School S t ree t  t o  
Pumpkin Hollow and Howland Bridge. Ag r i cu l t u re  maintained as primary a c t i v i t y  
on f e r t i l e  uplands w i t h  d a i r y  farms on Roaring Brook, Rardwell and Sh i r k s h  i r e  
Roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

The town 's  expectat ions o f  a  r a i l r o a d  and economic p r o s p e r i t y  d i d  no t  
mater ia l  ize. Conway's i ndus t r y  was i nc reas ing l y  dominated by the two t e x t i l e  
concerns. I n  1875 the  town repor ted;  t h e  value o f  manufactured goods as 
q284,150 ( the  seventh h ighes t  value i n  the county), though o f  t h i s  amount 
9260,000 represented co t ton  and woolen goods. A g r i c u l t u r a l  products remained 
strong, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  bu t te r ,  cheese, and tobacco. A creamery establ ished 
i n  1886 by  1901 was producing 254,000 Ibs. o f  b u t t e r .  When i t  burned i n  1905, 
however, l o c a l  d a i r y  farms began s e l l i n g  m i l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  l a rge  m i l k  
d i s  tr ihu to rs  f o r  t h e  Boston, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  and Northampton markets. 

I n  1881 the New Haven and Northampton Rai l road completed i t s  nor thern  
extension a long t h e  Deer f i e ld  River t o  Conway Junct ion. F a i l i n g  t o  a t t r a c t  a  
steam road t o  the center o f  town, i n  the e a r l y  1890s the town bent a l l  i t s  
e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  t o  l i n k  Conway Sta t ion  (on 
the N & NRR) w i t h  the  v i l l a g e  and Burkev i l le .  I n  1895 t h i s  was accomplished, 
and w i t h  s ide  t r a c k s  t o  each o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c a r r y  f r e i g h t .  The l i n e  became 
thereb-v an important f a c t o r  i n  h a l t i n g  the town's dec l i n ing  economy and i n  the 
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years fo l l ow ing  i t s  openinq several new companies were a t t rac ted  from out of 
town: a shoe company f rom Marlboro, DeWolf, Bagnal l  & Co. (1896); a co t ton  
duck f i r m  from North Adams, narby and Moore (1900). Both the shoe and duck 
f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  were constructed b y  t h e  town as inducements t o  indus t ry .  By 
19 16 the DeWolf Shoe Company, w i t h  a product worth Q275,000 and an employee 
r o s t e r  o f  120 people, was Conway's most important indus t ry .  

But the s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  on l y  postponed Conway's decl ine. The death or  
r e t i r m e n t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  i n  t h e  two t e x t i l e  concerns brought about t h e  
c los ing  o f  the Delabarre W i l l  i n  1892 and o f  the Tucker and Cook m i l l  f i f t e e n  
years l a t e r .  A f te r  t h a t  t h e  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  hard pressed t o  
overcome opera t ing  d e f i c i t s .  

I n  t h e  years around 1900 hyd ro -e lec t r i c  power i n  t h e  Deer f i e ld  V a l l e y  became 
inc reas ing l y  a t t r a c t i v e .  I n  1897 d i r e c t o r s  o f  the  Conway E l e c t r i c  S t ree t  
Railway formed a separate concern, t h e  Conway E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  and Power 
Company, t o  s ~ l p p l y  the town and the e l e c t r i c  road ( h i t h e r t o  using a steam 
p l a n t )  w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y .  The CEL&P constructed a h-ydro-electr i c  p l a n t  and 
r e s e r v o i r  on the South River, probably one o f  the e a r l i e s t  such p lan ts  i n  the 
Deer f i e ld  Va l ley .  Thi r teen years l a t e r  t h e  town became p a r t  o f  a major 
development b y  the new E ~ g l a n d  Power Company. I n  1910-21 the u t i l i t y  
constructed fou r  hyd ro -e lec t r i c  p lan ts  a long t h e  Deer f ie ld  River:  two i n  
Ruckland, one i n  F lo r ida ,  and one, P l a n t  # 2, the Upper Bardwell Bridge 
s t a t i o n ,  i n  Conway. The fou r  were p a r t  o f  an even l a rge r  scheme o f  e i g h t  
o r i g i n a l l y  planned, together  w i t h  a ser ies  o f  r e s e r v o i r s  i n  Vermont and 
transmission l i n e s  t o  o ther  pa r t s  o f  t h e  s ta te .  

E. Arch i tec ture :  

Res ident ia l :  Comparatively few houses were b u i l t  i n  t he  period: probably no 
more than a dozen houses were constructed. Among those observed i n  the f i e l d  
were a p.yramida1 h i p  r o o f  Colonia l  Revival houses and a ca. 1880 s ideha l l  
Queen Anne house on Shelburne F a l l s  Road as w e l l  as several h i p  roo fed  Queen 
Anne s i n g l e  f a m i l y  and double houses a t  t h e  town center.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
1 im i ted  new construct ion,  some remodel 1 i ng  o f  01 der house occurred. An 
example o f  t h i s  can be noted i n  a row o f  Greek r e v i v a l  houses a t  B u r k e v i l l e  t o  
which Queen Anne verandas were added. After the t u r n  o f  the century, some 
const ruc t ion  o f  sumner houses took place i n  o u t l y i n g  locat ions;  and example o f  
t h i s  i s  a concrete b lock  Co lon ia l  Revival house on Roaring Brook Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f o r m o s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  per iod  i s  t h e  F i e l d  
Memorial L i b r a r y  (1900, Shepley, Rutland and Coolidge), a 1 & 1/2 s t o r y  , 
gable roo fed  g r a n i t e  Neoclassical s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  town center donated b y  
Conway n a t i v e  and Chicago entrepreneur, Marshal l  F ie ld .  Other hu i l d ings  o f  
t h e  per iod  a r e  t h e  present Uni ted Church, a 2 & 1/2 s t o r y  frame Queen Anne 
church w i t h  double facade towers, b u i l t  i n  1885 b y  t h e  Congregational church 
a f t e r  t h e i r  1841 meetinghouse burned. Other churches o f  t h e  per iod  were t h e  
Methodist Church, a two s t o r y  board and ba t ten  Gothic Revival s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  
i n  1871 a t  a cos t  of $9,000 and Saint  Mark's Catho l ic  Church (18791, a 1 & 1/2 
s t o r y  frame chapel w i t h  S t i ck  Style/Gothic Revival t r i m .  The Methodist church 
was taken down i n  1938 and t h e  lower s t o r y  salvaged f o r  use as t h e  post 
o f f i c e ;  the  Catho l ic  church s t i l l  stands. I n  1914, the b a p t i s t  and Methodist 
churches federated. Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  i n  t he  per iod  were an 
1885 S t i ck  Style/Queen Anne Town I-lal l  , which burned i n  1950, and the frame h i p  
roo fed  Colonia l  Revival B u r k e v i l l e  Gramnar School, b u i l t  ca. 1900. 

Commercial: Commercial b u i l d i n g s  o f  the  per iod included two r a i l r o a d  depots, 
both ca. 1885, one a s imple panel Br ick  gable roo fed  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  other  

9 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Conway



o f  frame const ruc t ion .  The most outstanding comnercial b u i l d i n g  t o  su rv i ve  i s  
the 1878 Conway Bank, a two s tory ,  h i p  roo fed  b r i c k  I t a l  ianate b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
roundhead windows. 

. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (19 15- 1940) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

Abandonment o f  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  Conway Center (1921) w i t h  roadbed i n t a c t  as 
Conway S ta t i on  Road t o  Deerf i  eld River, and abandonment o f  Northampton 
r a i l r o a d  branch (1926) t o  Deer f ie ld .  Improvement o f  east-west c o r r i d o r  as 
auto highway Route 116 f r o v  Deer f i e ld  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  br idges across South River  
a t  B u r k e v i l l e  (1926). 

B. Populat ion: 

Between 1915 and 1920, a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  due t o  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  DeWolf shoe 
factory, Conway l o s t  a f i f t h  o f  i t s  populat ion. Only i n  the 1930s were t h e i r  
marginal gains, and t h e  pe r iod  c losed w i t h  the  town's populat ion a t  944, 
represent ing  a ne t  loss  o f  22%. The populat ion reached i t s  nad i r  f i v e  years 
l a t e r  a t  867. 

C. Settlement Pat tern:  

Conway Center r m a i n e d  as l o c a l  c i v i c  focus w i t h  commercial highway a c t i v i t y  
extended alonq Route 116 t o  Rurkev i l  le .  Suburban housing gradua l ly  expanded 
on h i l l s  above town center w i t h  focus around High School. Gradual development 
o f  summer estates from Deer f i e ld  along a x i s  o f  Route 115 w i t h  selected s i t e s  
on scenic uplands a t  Popular !-till and Mathews Road. 

D. Economic Base: 

The town's major i n d u s t r y  i n  1916, t h e  Dehblf  Shoe Co., c losed two .years 
l a t e r .  The t a p  and d i e  f i r m  o f  Conant and Donelson became the town's c h i e f  
industry ,  empl oy ing twenty- f  i v e  i n  1930. Some wood product i ndus t r i es  a1 so 
survived, m i r r o r i n g  a pa t te rn ing  Charlemont and Ashf ie ld,  i n  which small t o o l  
handle shops es tab l ished Charlemont and Ashf ie ld,  i n  which small t o o l  handle 
shops establ ished i n  the 1890s were picked up b y  ou ts ide  hardware f i rms  about 
1915. I n  1896 H.G. Reed had b u i l t  a  small t u r n i n g  m i l l  on a lower South River 
p r i v i l e g e  t o  produce screwdr iver  and o ther  smal l  t o o l  handles. I n  1916 the 
m i l l  was bought b y  t h e  Goodel l-Pratt  Company o f  Greenf ield. 

The loss o f  f r e i g h t  and passenger revenues l e f t  t h e  Conway E l e c t r i c  S t ree t  
Qa i lway w i t h  heavy opera t ing  d e f i c i t s  , and e a r l y  i n  1921 t h e  cars stopped 
runn ing  a f t e r  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  heavy snowstorm. 

E. Arch i tec ture :  

Almost no cons t ruc t ion  took place i n  t he  per iod.  A very  few, modest cottages 
were observed i n  sca t te red  l oca t i ons  across the town. The cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  
community can be noted i n  t h e  f a c t  t ha t ,  i n  1919, t h e  Congregational church 
uni ted w i t h  the Bap t i s t  and Methodist churches (which had themselves federated 
f i v e  years e a r l i e r )  t o  become t h e  town' s o l e  Pro tes tan t  church. A few 
commercial b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  alonq Route 116, i nc lud inq  Germain's Garage 
(1921), a one s t o r y  concrete b lock b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a shaped parapet. 
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General: There i s  almost no i n v e n t o r y  completed f o r  Conway. Fu ture  survey 
e f f o r t s  should concentrate on v e r i  f y i nq  cons t ruc t ion  dates f o r  the town I s  
comparat ive ly  l a rge  qroup o f  Colonia l  houses and should i d e n t i f y  cons t ruc t i on  
dates, o r i g i n a l  owners and b u i l d e r s  o f  the  many w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Federal and 
Greek Revival  houses b u i l t  i n  t h e  town between 1790 and 1850. Su rv i v i ng  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  19th cen tu ry  schools),  s to res  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  should a1 so be documented. D i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  a t  
the town center.  
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