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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: APRIL 1982 COMMUNITY : CHICOPEE --- 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Chicopee f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
v a l l e y .  The westernmost  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town c o n s i s t s  of t h e  Connec- 
t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  which e x t e n d s  n o r t h  i n t o  South  Hadley and s o u t h  
i n t o  S p r i n g f i e l d .  The remainder  of Chicopee i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  p l a t e a u  
w i t h  a  maximum e l e v a t i o n  of approx imate ly  2 6 0 ' .  A l i m i t e d  amount of 
marshland i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town, p r i m a r i l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
and s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r i e s  of Westover A i r  Force  Base. Local  s o i l  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  sandy and g r a v e l l y ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  r i c h  loam of t h e  r i v e r  
bot tomlands .  Chicopee f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  and Chicopee 
River  d r a i n a g e  sys tems.  Area s t r e a m s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
town d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  w h i l e  t h o s e  i n  s o u t h e r n  Chicopee 
d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  Chicopee R i v e r .  The town h a s  o n l y  a  s m a l l  number of 
f r e s h w a t e r  ponds ,  none of which a r e  n a t u r a l .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of S p r i n g f i e l d  p l a n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  c a l l e d  
Chicopee S t r e e t .  Nor thern  boundary of S p r i n g f i e l d  g r a n t  (South  Hadley) 
surveyed i n  1685 a s  p a r t  of o u t e r  commons. E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  F i r s t  
P a r i s h  of S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1750 w i t h  I r e l a n d  P a r i s h  (Holyoke) .  Connec- 
t i c u t  R i v e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  West S p r i n g f i e l d  boundary i n  1774 and 
e a s t e r n  l i n e  w i t h  Ludlow 1775. I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  independen t  town of 
Chicopee i n  1848 w i t h  s o u t h  boundary a t  S p r i n g f i e l d  l i n e .  E s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  a  c i t y  i n  1890. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW - 

H i s t o r i c  i n d u s t r i a l  suburban c i t y  on pr imary  c o r r i d o r  between 
S p r i n g f i e l d  and Holyoke. Located on e a s t  s i d e  of C o n n e c t i c u t  a t  
mouth of Chicopee River w i t h  n a t i v e  s i tes  r e p o r t e d  a t  Wi l l imanse t t  
r i v e r  b l u f f  and a t  Chicopee F a l l s .  E a r l y  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  by t h e  
mid-17th c e n t u r y  on Chicopee S t r e e t  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  meadows 
w i t h  m i l l  s i tes  and bog i r o n  a f t e r  King P h i l i p 9  War. Prime farmland 
a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  f l o o d p l a i n  d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  meet ing  
house c e n t e r  a t  Chicopee S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  suspec ted  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  houses  s u r v i v i n g  on Route 116 and landmark F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
church .  Impor tan t  development of Chicopee River  waterpower s i t e s  
d u r i n g  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  by Boston f i n a n c 5 e r s  w i t h  t e x t i l e  m i l l  v i l l a g e s  
a t  Chicopee F a l l s  and C a b o t v i l l e .  O r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  of Chicopee F a l l s  
c l e a r e d  by urban renewal  e x c e p t  f o r  Edward B e l l a n y  house and workers  
d i s t r i c t  on n o r t h  s i d e ,  w h i l e  C a b o t v i l l e  r e t a i n s  o r i g i n a l  Lowell 
s t y l e  b r i c k  row housing around m i l l s  i n  a u t h e n t i c  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
s e t t i n g  w i t h  p e r i o d  town c e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  b r i c k  suburban 
houses  and Greek R e v i v a l  Church. Other  e a r l y  suburban s t r e e t s c a p e s  
remain i n t a c t  on P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  i n  Wi l l imanse t  w i t h  we l l -p rese rved  
s t o n e  Goth ic  c o t t a g e  and examples on c o n n e c t i n g  r o a d s  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  
from Chicopee F a l l s .  
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I n c r e a s i n g  suburban i n d u s t r i a l  development d u r i n g  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
forming complex s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  between urban c e n t e r s  of 
S p r i n g f i e l d  and Holyoke. L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  m i l l  complexes expanded a t  
Chicopee F a l l s  and Q b o t v i l l e  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  machine 
goods and e a r l y  b i c y c l e  and automobi le  manufac tu r ing  of n a t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  P e r i o d  f a c t o r i e s  of towered b r i c k  p l a n  remain a c t i v e  
a t  C a b o t v i l l e  w i t h  remnants  of i n d u s t r i a l  f a b r i c  a t  Chicopee F a l l s .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  growth expanded from S p r i n g f i e l d  a long  suburban t r o l l e y  
l i n e s  w i t h  o v e r l a p  of c i v i c  and commercial c e n t e r s  between C a b o t v i l l e  
and Chicopee F a l l s  w i t h  n o t a b l e  p e r i o d  s c h o o l s .  C a b o t v i l l e  r e t a i n s  
w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  s t r e e t s c a p e s  of V i c t o r i a n  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  w i t h  some 
p e r i o d  Queen Anne houses  on S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t ,  w h i l e  Chicopee F a l l s  
h a s  s e v e r a l  e l a b o r a t e  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  houses  of n o t a b l e  d e s i g n  on 
Broadway a x i s  a t  L i n c o l n  Park .  S i m i l a r  suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  expans ion 
from Holyoke e v i d e n t  i n  Wi l l imanse t  w i t h  h i g h  d e n s i t y  urban apar tment  
b locks  a t  b r i d g e  c r o s s i n g  and e x t e n s i v e  s t r e e t c a r  t r a c t  development 
t o  C a b o t v i l l e  and Chicopee F a l l s  w i t h  l o c a l  commercial c e n t e r  a t  
A l d e n v i l l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o t b a l e  NeoGothic church of e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  
d a t e .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  development  of E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  focused  around l o c a t i o n  
of Westover A i r  Base on former  p i n e  p l a i n s  d u r i n g  Second World War. 
S u r v i v i n g  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  a i r c r a f t  hangers  and Beaux 
A r t s  f o r m a l  p l a n  w i t h  p e r i o d  l i g h t p o s t s .  P r e s e n t  development c e n t e r s  
a long  Route 33 commercial s t r i p  on p e r i p h e r y  of a i r b a s e  w i t h  ex ten-  
s i v e  suburban a c t i v i t y  t o  Chicopee and C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r s  a t  i n t e r -  
change w i t h  Mass. Turnpike .  Loca l  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  remain a c t i v e ,  
a l t h o u g h  i n d i c a t i o n s  of d e c l i n e  e v i d e n t  a t  Wi l l imanse t  from Holyoke 
and e f f e c t s  of e x t e n s i v e  u rban  renewal  a t  Chicopee F a l l s .  C a b o t v i l l e  
r e t a i n s  remarkable  a u t h e n t i c i t y  of h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  a l t h o u g h  t r e a t e d  
by t r a f f i c  of new I n t e r s t a t e  391. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Impor tan t  convergence of r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  Chicopee River  t o  
t h e  f  looc@lain of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  v a l l e y .  Pr imary  nor th - sou th  t r a i l  
a long  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  documented a s  S t .  James Avenue ( S p r i n g f i e l d )  
t o  r e p o r t e d  " I n d i a n  Wading P l a c e "  a c r o s s  Chicopee River  o p p o s i t e  S z o t  
Park ( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879,  p.  962; S z e t e l a ,  1948, map) ,  a long  n o r t h  bank 
t o  Chicopee S t r e e t  (Route 116) i n  Wollomansuk (Wi l l imanse t )  and n o r t h  
a s  Prospect-Montcalm S t r e e t s .  Other  p o s s i b l e  c o n n e c t o r s  from 
S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  Chicopee R i v e r  i n c l u d e  E a s t  S t r e e t  t o  Squannugunick 
(Chicopee F a l l s )  and F a i r v i e w - S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t s  t o  C a b o t v i l l e .  
Secondary e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  a l luvia l  p l a i n  (Westover AFB) appear  
a s  B u r n d e t t  Road t o  r e p o r t e d  f o r d  a c r o s s  Chicopee a t  Skipmuck 
(Robinson Br idge;  S z e t e l a ,  1948, map) , w i t h  Pend le ton  and P r o s p e c t  
S t r e e t s  t o  Wi l l imanse t .  I t  a l s o  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  a  connec t ing  t r a i l  
l i n k e d  Squannugunick (Chicopee F a l l s )  w i t h  Wi l l imanse t  a s  p o r t i o n s  of 
House Road-Columbia S t r e e t .  
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B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no  r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  s i tes .  A 
number of u n i d e n t i f i e d  and Woodland p e r i o d  s i tes  occur red  i n  Chicopee. 
The s i tes  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  b l u f f s  over look ing  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  t h e  Chicopee River  lowlands and t h e  Chicopee 
River  i s l a n d s .  They i n c l u d e d  Woodland p e r i o d  s i tes  s i t u a t e d  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Old Ludlow Road, i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
F a i r v i e w  w e s t  of Montcalm S t r e e t  and Route 1 1 6 ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
Chicopee R i v e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  p robab ly  took p l a c e  
th roughou t  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and Chicopee R i v e r  lowlands ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Chicopee River and Chicopee F a l l s .  I n t e r i o r  
s e t t l e m e n t  was p r o b a b l y  minimal  due t o  t h e  abundance of marshland.  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  Base: 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  was r e s t r i c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  l a n d  immediately 
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and Chicopee r ivers .  E x t e n s i v e  s o u r c e s  
of f i s h  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Chicopee and C o n n e c t i c u t  r i v e r s .  The 
conf luence  of t h e s e  two r i v e r s  was r e p u t e d  t o  be an  e s p e c i a l l y  r i c h  
s o u r c e  o f  f i s h  ( s h a d ,  salmon) . Squm-ugunick o r  Chicopee F a l l s  
( immedia te ly  downstream from t h e  Montgomery S t r e e t  b r i d g e )  was l i k e l y  
an  a d d i t i o n a l  pr imary  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e .  The e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r i o r  
marsh and wood l a n d s  w e r e  p robab ly  u t i l i z e d  a s  n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and 
g a t h e r i n g  a r e a s .  

D .  Obse rva t ions :  

Chicopee was p r o b a b l y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r  v a l l e y  n a t i v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  major  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  of Agawam ( S p r i n g f i e l d ) .  The Chicopee a r e a  a l s o  
was p a r t  of t h e  h e a v i l y  p o p u l a t e d  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  L o c a l l y ,  
t h i s  l a n d  by t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  p robab ly  f e l l  w i t h i n  t e r r i t o r y  
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Agawams, a  group who w e r e  r e p u t e d  by one source  t o  
c o n t r o l  land on b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River between E n f i e l d  
F a l l s  ( E n f i e l d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t )  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and South  Hadley F a l l s  
(South  Hadley) t o  t h e  n o r t h  (Ever t s  1879: I ,  2 0 ) .  R e g i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  
t e r r i t o r y  may have been c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Nipmucs, a  n a t i v e  group who 
by t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  r e p u t e d l y  c la imed a l l  of  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r  d r a i n a g e  l a n d s  (MAS 1976: X X X V I I I ,  1 4 ) .  The g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i -  
hood f o r  s u r v i v i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  
i s  t h e  l and  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and Chicopee r i v e r s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  between McKinstry and Roy S t r e e t s ,  t h e  conf luence  of 
t h e s e  two r i v e r s  and t h e  Chicopee R i v e r  i s l a n d s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  improved a s  r e g i o n a l  highways w i t h  p r imary  nor th - sou th  
r o u t e  from S p r i n g f i e l d  a s  Chicopee S t r e e t  th rough  Wi l l imanse t  
(Route 1 1 6 ) .  D i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n s  from S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  Chicopee S t r e e t  
appear  t o  have been made a s  S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t  d u r i n g  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  improved c r o s s i n g  of Chicopee R i v e r  ( C a b o t v i l l e )  i n  1665 
(Palmer ,  1897, P. 6 ) .  
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Chicopee had s m a l l  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
However, t h e  e x i s t i n g  secondary  s o u r c e s  f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s p e c i f i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  g roups .  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
community's e a r l y  se t t lers  w e r e  former  S p r i n g f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  : 

The o n l y  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s  was t h a t  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chicopee F a l l s .  

C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was l i m i t e d  and p robab ly  d i d  n o t  occur  u n t i l  t h e  
1 6 5 0 ' s  ( S z e t e l a  1949: 10)  . S e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  i n  f o u r  r i v e r i n e  
l o c a t i o n s .  The f i r s t  homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Wi l l imanse t  a d j a c e n t  t o  Chicopee S t r e e t  and on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  
Chicopee River  n e a r  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River.  
A d d i t i o n a l  homes were b u i l t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chicopee F a l l s .  I n  
c .1660,  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  former  n a t i v e  s i t e  of "Skipmuck" 
approximate ly  one m i l e  eas t  of Chicopee F a l l s  (Hol land 1855: 11, 43) . 
Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  meetinghouse f o r  r e l i g i o u s  
and c i v i c  f u n c t i o n s  s i n c e  Chicopee l acked  a  meetinghouse.  

D. Economic Base: 

Local  n a t i v e s  p robab ly  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  rounds.  
However, t h e r e  was p r o b a b l y  n a t i v e  involvement  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  f u r  
t r a d e  o p e r a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Wil l iam Pynchon i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1 6 3 0 ' s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  p r imary  economic p u r s u i t  of t h e  l o c a l  s e t t l e r s .  
The m a j o r i t y  of c o l o n i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  occur red  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
Chicopee R i v e r  mouth and a l o n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of Chicopee S t r e e t .  There i s  no ev idence  of  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  develop- 
ment. Local  r e s i d e n t s  p robab ly  r e l i e d  on S p r i n g f i e l d  f o r  m i l l  
f a c i l i t i e s .  

Observa t ions  : 

Chicopee developed a s  an  outgrowth of S p r i n g f i e l d .  The community 
remained c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  th roughou t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  p r i m a r i l y  due  t o  Chicopee ' s  l i m i t e d  economic b a s e  and absence  
of c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s .  Chicopee p robab ly  a l s o  had s t r o n g  
s o c i a l  and economic t i es  w i t h  nearby r i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  such a s  South 
Hadley, West S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Agawam and Longmeadow. 

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (167 5-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p ~ r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Primary nor th - sou th  highway remained a s  Chicopee S t r e e t  through 
Wi l l imanse t  (Route 1 1 6 ) .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Chicopee meet ing  house 
c r e a t e d  l o c a l  c o n n e c t o r s  a s  Meeting House Road a c r o s s  p i n e p l a i n s  
t o  Chicopee F a l l s  and f e r r y  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  t o  I r e l a n d  
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(Holyoke) a t  F e r r y  Road. Other  p e r i o d  highways a c r o s s  p i n e  p l a i n s  
(Westover AFB) i n c l u d e  Granby and Ludlow Rds. Br idge  c o n s t r u c t e d  
d u r i n g  Revo lu t ion  a c r o s s  Chicopee River  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  i n  1778 
( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879, p .  976) . 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

I t  appears  most i f  n o t  a l l  of C h i c o p e e ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  had l e f t  
t h i s  a r e a  d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War. 

F i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  were l i m i t e d .  S h o r t l y  
b e f o r e  Chicopee e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  f i f t h  p r e c i n c t  ( 1 7 4 9 ) ,  
t h e  Chicopee a r e a  had 49 male v o t e r s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There appear  t o  have been s e v e r a l  n a t i v e  a t t a c k s  on Chicopee d u r i n g  
King P h i l i p ' s  War i n  which s e v e r a l  se t t lers  and s o l d i e r s  were k i l l e d .  
I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  t h e r e  was any p r o p e r t y  damage d u r i n g  t h e s e  a t t a c k s .  
The e x i s t i n g  s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  focused  on t h r e e  of 
t h e  f o u r  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  r i v e r i n e  l o c a t i o n s  and i n c l u d e d  t h e  
Chicopee,  Chicopee F a l l s  and Skipmuck v i l l a g e  s i tes .  The o n l y  
a p p a r e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  change was t h e  development  of a  pr imary  s e t t l e m e n t  
node c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Chicopee and McKinstry 
S t r e e t s ,  t h e  s i t e  of C h i c o p e e ' s  f i r s t  p r e c i n c t  meetinghouse ( c .  1751) 
by t h e  mid-18th c e n t u r y .  Community growth r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
of Chicopee i n t o  t h r e e  s h c o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  1716. The d i s t r i c t s  were 
d e s i g n a t e d  Upper Chicopee,  Lower Chicopee and Skipmuck. There 
con t inued  t o  be l i t t l e  o r  no s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  p i n e  b a r r e n s  and 
marshlands  e a s t  of t h e  b l u f f s  over look ing  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Chicopee main ta ined  i t s  s t r o n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  base .  Cons ide rab le  
f i s h i n g  took p l a c e  on t h e  Chicopee River  p r i m a r i l y  between i t s  mouth 
and Chicopee F a l l s .  The l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
marked t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  C h i c o p e e ' s  f i r s t  i n d u s t r i a l  o ~ e r a t i o n s  ; 
t h e  Chicopee R i v e r  was t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h i s  and l a t e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
development.  I n  c .1678,  a  sawmil l  was b u i l t  a t  Chicopee F a l l s .  A 
g r i s t  m i l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  s l i g h t l y  downstream i n  c .  1698. A d e p o s i t  
of i r o n  o r e  was d i s c o v e r e d  ups t ream s l i g h t l y  e a s t  of S t .  P a t r i c g s  
cemetery i n  C.1693. However, i t  a p p e a r s  commercial u s e  of t h e  o r e  
d i d  n o t  occur  u n t i l  c.1788 w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  "hol low ware" 
f u r n a c e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chicopee F a l l s .  A sawmil l  was b u i l t  on 
"Hyer Brook" ( F u l l e r  Brook?) i n  c.1698. Three sawmi l l s  appear ing  
on t h e  1794 map of Chicopee and S p r i n g f i e l d  and s i t u a t e d  upstream 
from t h e  Route 116 b r i d g e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Chicopee River  may have 
pre-1775 c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  There i s  o n l y  one p e r i o d  house known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  
Chicopee. T h i s  i s  t h e  Abel  Chapin Homestead ( c .  1750) on Chicopee 
S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  F i r s t  Meetinghouse.  The Chapin 
Homestead i s  a  two-s tory ,  g a b l e  roof  c e n t e r  chimney house which was 
h e a v i l y  a l t e r e d  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  Other  houses  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  may s u r -  
v i v e  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  c o n d i t i o n  b u t  t h e s e  have y e t  t o  be 
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V I I .  

i d e n t i f i e d ;  p o t e n t i a l  s u r v i v a l s  would most l i k e l y  c o n s i s t  of s t o r y -  
and-a-half g a b l e  roof  c o t t a g e s  and would be most l i k e l y  t o  s u r v i v e  
a long  Chicopee S t r e e t .  The o n l y  p e r i o d  houses r e c o i d e d  were a  c e n t e r  
chimney c o t t a g e  a t  Johnny Cake Hollow a t  Chicopee F a l l s  and t h e  
gambrel roof  t h r e e - s t o r y  Chapin Homestead (1785) on Chicopee S t r e e t ,  
photographs  of which appeared  i n  19 th -cen tu ry  h i s t o r i e s .  The f i r s t  
meetinghouse i n  Chicopee ( F i f t h  P a r i s h  of S p r i n g f i e l d )  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1750 when t h e  p a r i s h  was o r g a n i z e d ;  it s t o o d  42' x  3 3 ' .  

F .  Observa t ions :  

Chicopee remained e s s e n t i a l l y  a  r u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d e s p i t e  t h e  develop- 
ment of an  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  and an  expanding p o p u l a t i o n .  However, t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  Bf i n d u s t r i a l  and c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was l o o s e n i n g  i t s  economic and p o l i t i c a l  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  
mother  community o f  S p r i n g f i e l d .  The s u r v i v a l  of e x t a n t  p e r i o d  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  remains  a p p e a r s  t o  be most l i k e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  Chicopee 
S t r e e t  between McKinstry Avenue and t h e  n o r t h e r n  bank of t h e  Chicopee 
R i v e r  and a long  t h e  Chicopee R i v e r  between Chicopee F a l l s  and Bircham 
Bend. 

FEDERAL PERIOD 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Development of m i l l  v i l l a g e s  a t  Chicopee F a l l s  and C a b o t v i l l e  r e q u i r e d  
r a d i a l  c o n n e c t o r s  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  From Chicopee F a l l s  
p e r i o d  r o a d s  i n c l u d e  Main S t r e e t  t o  I n d i a n  Orchard ( S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  
Sher idan  S t r e e t  a c r o s s  p i n e  p l a i n s  (Westover AFB) and Montgomery 
S t r e e t  t o  Wi l l imanse t ,  w i t h  l o c a l  g r i d  of Grove and Broadway t o  
S p r i n g f i e l d .  From C a b o t v i l l e  p e r i o d  r o a d s  i n c l u d e  F r o n t  S t r e e t  t o  
Chicopee F a l l s  and Cen te r  S t r e e t  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Other  secondary  
highwaysalong Chicopee R i v e r  i n c l u d e  Lombard S t r e e t  from Ludlow and 
McKinstry Road t o  Chicopee f e r r y .  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  b r i d g e  opened 
t o  I r e l a n d  (Holyoke) i n  1783 from W i l l i m a n s e t .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

C h i c o p e e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  from t h a t  
of S p r i n g f i e l d .  I t  s e e m  l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 2 0 1 s ,  i t s  
s i z e  remained l i m i t e d .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of m i l l  boarding houses a t  
Chicopee F a l l s  by 1832 had added some 530 women and 244 men and boys 
t o  t h e  Chicopee Manufactur ing  Company r o s t e r ,  many of whom came from 
ne ighbor ing  towns. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Development of  Chicopee R i v e r  waterpower s i t es  c r e a t e d  m i l l  v i l l a g e s  
a t  Chicopee F a l l s  by 1810 and a t  C a b o t v i l l e  by 1825. I n d u s t r i a l  
development i n  bo th  v i l l a g e s  se t  a long  s o u t h  bank of r i v e r  w i t h  workers '  
housing a d j a c e n t  t o  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  and a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  on 
upper  h i l l s .  Chicopee S t r e e t  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  c i v i c  c e n t e r  w i t h  secondary 
s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Wi l l imanse t .  A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  on Chicopee and 
Connec t i cu t  r i v e r  f l o o d  p l a i n s .  
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D. Economic Base: 

Retween t h e  b r i d g e  a t  Chicopee F a l l s  and t h e  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r ,  t h e  
Chicopee R i v e r  f a l l s  some f i f t y  f e e t .  S e v e r a l  e a r l y  F e d e r a l - p e r i o d  
e f f o r t s  w e r e  made t o  h a r n e s s  t h i s  power w i t h  l o c a l  c a p i t a l  -- among 
them a  1786 b l a s t  f u r n a c e  a t  t h e  F a l l s ;  a  c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  m i l l ,  1801 ( ? )  ; 
and a  s m a l l  p a p e r  m i l l ,  1806,  a l s o  a t  t h e  F a l l s .  The i r o n  works was 
g i v e n  an e a r l y  b o o s t  i n  1801 when it was a c q u i r e d  by t h e  E a s t o n ,  1lA 
i r o n m a s t e r  Benjamin B e l c h e r ,  who e s t a b l i s h e d  what would l a t e r  become 
a  s u c c e s s f u l  manufactory  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  implements.  Desp i t e  t h e  
s h o r t - l i v e d  p r o s p e r i t y  of  t h e s e  s m a l l  m i l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  War of  1812, 
i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  o u t s i d e  c a p i t a l  by t h e  Boston 
A s s o c i a t e s  t h a t  Chicopee became more t h a n  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t  
of S p r i n g f i e l d .  I n  1822,  Edmund Dwight of S p r i n g f i e l d ,  on t h e  u r g i n g  
of Joseph  H a l l  ( t h e n  m i l l  a g e n t  of t h e  Monson & B r i m f i e l d  Mfg. Co. 
and l a t e r  Boston & S p r i n g f i e l d  m i l l  a g e n t )  and Joseph Brown ( l a t e r  
g u i d i n g  s p i r i t  behind t h e  m i l l s  a t  Monson), e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  
company town i n  w e s t e r n  Massachuse t t s  a t  Chicopee F a l l s .  The Boston 
& S p r i n g f i e l d  Manufactur ing  Company, i n c o r p o r a t e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  c o t t o n  
m i l l s  and town, was backed by the s m  Boston merchant  c a p i t a l  t h a t  had 
f i n a n c e d  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e g r a t e d  t e x t i l e  m i l l  a t  Waltham e i g h t  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r  and was t h e n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  c o t t o n  m i l l s  a t  Lowell.  
The company's name was changed t o  t h e  Chicopee Manufacturing Company 
i n  1828. Even b e f o r e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of i t s  s i s t e r  m i l l s  a t  
C a b o t v i l l e  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 1 s ,  it  had c a l l e d  i n t o  be ing  a  wide v a r i e t y  of 
r e l a t e d  manufac tu res  which would c h a r a c t e r i z e  Chicopee ' s s m a l l  
i n d u s t r y  f o r  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y .  Among them was t h e  W i l l i m a n s e t t  Card 
Mfg. Co., founded i n  1829 by S teven  B e m i s  of Harvard ,  MA, who became 
t h e  p i o n e e r  hardware maker of t h e  v a l l e y .  O t h e r s  i n c l u d e d  makers of 
bobbins ,  r e e d s ,  loom h a r n e s s e s ,  e t c .  The company a l s o  gave a  major 
b o o s t  t o  B e l c h e r ' s  I r o n  Works, which i n  t h e  1 8 2 0 ' s  began making 
t e x t i l e  machinery c a s t i n g s .  I n  1829 Dwight p e r s o n a l l y  induced Nathan 
Ames t o  r e l o c a t e  h i s  e d g e - t o o l  b u s i n e s s  from Chelmsford t o  Chicopee. 

Other  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  b o o t s  and b r i c k s .  Although t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  from t h o s e  of t h e  p a r e n t  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  
Chicopee b r i c k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  may w e l l  have been 
s u b s t a n t i a l .  (By 1855 t h e  town produced 74% of t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
w h i l e  S p r i n g f i e l d  accounted  f o r  o n l y  1 7 . 5 % . )  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  h a l f  dozen F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n c e s  
a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  Chicopee.  Of t h e s e ,  most a r e  two-story 
houses  w i t h  o n l y  two c o t t a g e s  d a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r i o d .  P e r i o d  houses 
i n c l u d e  c e n t e r  and doub le  chimney examples w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one F e d e r a l  
house w i t h  twin  r e a r  w a l l  chimneys, a n  uncommon form i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  
A l l  of t h e  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  known a r e  s i m p l e  frame b u i l d i n g s ,  
s e v e r a l  of which have been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  s i n c e  t h e i r  con t ruc -  
t i o n .  P e r i o d  houses a r e  l o c a t e d  on Chicopee,  S p r i n g f i e l d  and F r o n t  
S t r e e t s .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  
t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church (1825-26) on Chicopee S t r e e t .  B u i l t  
by S p r i n g f i e l d  b u i l d e r s ,  Shepherd and Whitmarsh, who a r e  s a i d  t o  
have worked under  I s a a c  Damon, t h e  Chicopee church  i s  a  v e r y  w e l l -  
d e t a i l e d  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Federa l /Greek R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  sha l low 
p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i c o  w i t h  Roman I o n i c  columns s u p p o r t i n g  a  pediment and 
two-stage b e l f r y  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  b a s e  and b l i n d  o c t a g o n a l  drum w i t h  
dome. Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  which have n o t  
s u r v i v e d  w e r e  two b r i c k  s c h o o l s  ( 2 0 '  x  3 0 ' )  of  c .1812,  a  b r i c k  s h c o o l  
(c .1825) on Church S t r e e t ,  t h e  f i r s t  Method i s t  E p i s c o p a l  meetinghouse 
(1829) and t h e  f i r s t  meetinghouse of t h e  Second P a r i s h  ( 1 8 3 0 ) .  Churches 
founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h e  Method i s t  E p i s c o p a l  ( 1 8 2 2 ) ,  t h e  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  (1828) and t h e  Second Congrega t iona l  Church (1830) . 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement o f  pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l ey  
R a i l r o a d  i n  1845 a long  base  of  r i v e r  t e r r a c e  th rough  Wi l l imanse t  
a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  t o  Holyoke w i t h  branch t o  Chicopee F a l l s  i n  1846 
th rough  C a b o t v i l l e .  C o n n e c t i c u t  River b r i d g e  t o  West S p r i n g f i e l d  
from C a b o t v i l l e  opened i n  1849. Local  highway from Chicopee F a l l s  
t o  Wi l l imanse t  improved a s  Gran tan  S t r e e t .  

B. Popu la t ion :  - 

U n t i l  1850, C h i c o p e e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  from 
t h o s e  of S p r i n g f i e l d .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  however, Chicopee recorded  a  
p o p u l a t i o n  of  8 , 2 9 1  -- a b o u t  4 2 . %  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  combined 
towns of S p r i n g f i e l d  and Chicopee -- a  f i g u r e  which cor responds  w e l l  
w i t h  t h e  town ' s  l a n d  a r e a :  Chicopee made up 42% of  t h e  l a n d  a r e a  of 
o l d  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Unl ike  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  however, Ch icopee ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  by over  a  thousand p e r s o n s  -- probab ly  a  
r e sponse  t o  t h e  tremendous boom p e r i o d  which S p r i n g f i e l d  was e x p e r i e n c i n g .  
The f i g u r e  r o s e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. Of Chicopee ' s  
immigrants ,  which made up 37% of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1855,  n i n e  o u t  of 
t e n  w e r e  I r i s h  -- a b o u t  a  t h i r d  of t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C . S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Expansion of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  and Chicopee F a l l s  
c r e a t e d  p r imary  economic c e n t e r  a long  Chicopee R i v e r .  I n d u s t r i a l  
zone extended a l o n g  s o u t h  r i v e r  bank w i t h  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  t o  
Chicopee F a l l s  and p lanned m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  by 1832. 
Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  formed a l o n g  pr imary  r o a d s  t o  
S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  by C i v i l  War, each  w i t h  commercial 
c e n t e r s  a t  Chicopee R i v e r  b r i d g e s  around t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  Secondary 
c e n t e r  developed a t  Wi l l imanse t  o p p o s i t e  Holyoke b r i d g e  a f t e r  1850 
w i t h  l o c a l  suburban d i s t r i c t  on P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  Chicopee S t r e e t  
r e t a i n e d  a s  c i v i c  c e n t e r  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  on Chicopee and 
C o n n e c t i c u t  r i v e r  p l a i n s .  
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D .  Economic Base: 

Ch icopee ' s  g r e a t e s t  development a s  a  c o t t o n  town took p l a c e  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  i t  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  machine works and s m a l l  
arms which l a s t e d  i n t o  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y .  

By t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 1 s ,  Chicopee was boas ted  a s  a  "second Lowell ."  The 
waterpower of t h e  Chicopee R i v e r ,  a l o n e ,  Hayward w r o t e ,  " i s  f u l l y  
e q u a l  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Merrimack a t  Lowell  .... " The Boston A s s o c i a t e s  
c h a r t e r e d  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Cana l  Company, Ch icopee ' s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  
L o w e l l ' s  "Locks & Canals  on Merrimack River"  e n t i t y ,  t o  b u i l d  t h e  
c a n a l s  and m i l l s .  Between 1832 and 1841 t h e  A s s o c i a t e s  b u i l t  t h r e e  
major  c o t t o n  m i l l  complexes a t  t h e  new v i l l a g e  of C a b o t v i l l e :  Cabot 
Mfg. Co. (1832) ;  P e r k i n s  M i l l s  ( 1 8 3 6 ) ;  and t h e  Dwight Mfg. Co. ( 1 8 4 1 ) .  
( A l l  t h r e e  w e r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  a s  t h e  Dwight Mfg. Co. i n  1856.)  I n  
1837 Chicopee m i l l s  were p roduc ing  t w o - t h i r d s  of a l l  t h e  c o t t o n  c l o t h  
manufactured  i n  t h e  county  -- a  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  r o s e  t o  75% e i g h t  
y e a r s  l a t e r .  

By t h e  1 8 4 0 1 s ,  t h e  Ames Manufactur ing  Company, w i t h  a p p a r e n t l y  c l o s e  
l i n k s  t o  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Armory ( a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  Boston A s s o c i a t e s  
who s a t  on i t s  b o a r d ) ,  was s e l l i n g  swords t o  t h e  U.S. government and 
producing a  v a r i e t y  of edge t o o l s .  The company had i n t r o d u c e d  e l e c t r o -  
p l a t i n g  i n  1839,  and w i t h  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Canal  
Company machine shop i n  1845, became a  major  manufac tu re r  of t e x t i l e  
and o t h e r  machinery.  The r e s u l t i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  was a i d e d  b o t h  by t h e  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  Chicopee Branch R a i l r o a d  i n  1846 and t h e  for thcoming 
government needs  of  t h e  Mexican War. By 1848 t h e r e  were 300 men 
employed i n  t h e  A m e s  shops .  I t s  p r o d u c t s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Boyden 
t u r b i n e ,  l a t h e s ,  p l a n i n g  machines ,  and gunstock machinery.  Ames 
became one of t h e  f i r s t  f i r m s  i n  t h e  U.S. t o  manufacture  and market  
a  s t a n d a r d  l i n e  of  machine t o o l s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  Among t h e  
buyers  o f  i t s  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  p i o n e e r s  i n  t h e  American machine t o o l  
i n d u s t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  b o t h  n a t i o n a l  a r m o r i e s  (Smith ,  p .  2 8 8 ) .  

A r m s  makers had been a t t r a c t e d  t o  Chicopee a s  e a r l y  a s  1836, w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  Chicopee F a l l s  Company t o  manufacture  hardware 
and f i r e a r m s ,  though by 1841  t h e  company had f a i l e d .  Some of t h e  
same men -- i n c l u d i n g  mechanics from t h e  Whitney and C o l t  p l a n t s  i n  
C o n n e c t i c u t  and from t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Armory -- t r i e d  a g a i n  e i g h t  
y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  Mass. A r m s  Co. Among them was 
Joshau S t e v e n s ,  who d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War o rgan ized  a  s m a l l  p i s t o l  
shop of h i s  own. 

Other  l o c a l  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  f r i c t i o n  matches ,  b o o t s  and b r i c k s .  
D a n i e l  Chapin and Alonzo P h i l l i p s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have been one of t h e  
e a r l i e s t  f i r m s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  manufacture  f r i c t i o n  matches ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  
though t h e  company was t a k e n  o v e r  by Boston Match a f t e r  t h e  e a r l y  
d e a t h  of t h e  p romote r s .  A .  G .  P a r k e r  moved h i s  b o o t  shop t o  
C a b o t v i l l e  i n  1853; by 1855 he was employing 30 men; and i n  1865, 
probably  i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  government o r d e r s ,  was t u r n i n g  o u t  over  
41,000 p a i r s  of  b o o t s  a n n u a l l y  -- 85% of t h e  t o t a l  b o o t  p r o d u c t i o n  
of t h e  county .  B r i c k  y a r d s  i n  1855 employed 35 men and produced 74% 
of Hampden C o u n t y ' s  b r i c k s  ($125,000) . 
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Although Chicopee never  d e r i v e d  t h e  same e x t r a o r d i n a r y  growth from 
t h e  C i v i l  War t h a t  S p r i n g f i e l d  a t t a i n e d ,  s e v e r a l  Chicopee i n d u s t r i e s  
d i d  w e l l ,  o r  s t a r t e d  w i t h ,  war c o n t r a c t s .  Swords, a rms,  b o o t s ,  
l e a t h e r  m a i l  bags numbered among t h e s e  p r o d u c t s .  I n  1865, t h e  
Chicopee Manufactur ing  Company was t h e  l a r g e s t  producer  of c o t t o n  
f l a n n e l  r ecorded  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e  o n l y  p roducer  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  was one of g r e a t  a c t i v i t y  
i n  Chicopee w i t h  t h e  founding of t h e  A r n e s ,  Cabot and Dwight Manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  companies and t h e  P e r k i n s  M i l l s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of t h e  
p e r i o d .  With t h e  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a  g r e a t  
many r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  house workers  i n  t h e  m i l l s ;  
Chicopee i s  u n u s u a l  i n  t h e  number and q u a l i t y  of i t s  e a r l y  workers '  
houses  which s u r v i v e .  Also  n o t a b l e  i s  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of b r i c k  
which became t h e  dominant  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  f o r  workers  ' 
housing of t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  workers '  hous ing ,  Chicopee 
r e t a i n s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  body of more e l a b o r a t e  houses  i n  t h e  Greek 
R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s .  P e r i o d  workers '  hous ing i n c l u d e s  a  
number o f  two s t o r y  g a b l e  roof  b r i c k  doub le  and rowhouses w i t h  
s i d e h a l l  p l a n s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  few b r i c k  tenements  of up t o  n i n e  b a y s '  
l e n g t h  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  o f f s e t  e n t r a n c e .  Most s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  t r a n -  
s i t i o n a l  Federa l /Greek R e v i v a l  o r  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  i n  s t y l e ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  conse rva t i sm g e n e r a l l y  i n h e r e n t  t o  v e r n a c u l a r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms.  Common d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e s  of Ch icopee ' s  
workers '  hous ing a r e  t h e  u s e  of a  dogtoothed c o u r s e  of b r i c k s  up t h e  
r a k i n g  e a v e s  of t h e  g a b l e  end,  t h e  u s e  of  a n  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o  wi th  a  
f l a t  e n t a b l a t u r e  suppor ted  by p a i r e d  Dor ic  columns and t h e  u s e  of  
dormers w i t h  pediments .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  houses ,  a  
number of b r i c k  two-story and s tory-and-a-hal f  s i d e h a l l  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  
houses  and c o t t a g e s  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  f o r  m i l l  workers .  Pluch of t h e  
workers '  hous ing o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  work of  a  s i n g l e  b u i l d e r ,  
C h a r l e s  McClal lan ( o r  McClel lan)  . Most p e r i o d  worker hous ing i s  
l o c a t e d  a t  Chicopee Cen te r  between F r o n t  and Cen te r  S t r e e t s  w i t h  
secondary  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a t  Chicopee F a l l s  and W i l l i m a n s e t t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  workers '  hous ing ,  s e v e r a l  neighborhoods of more e l a b o r a t e  
houses w e r e  obse rved ,  a t  Chicopee F a l l s  on Grove S t r e e t ,  a t  W i l l i m a n s e t t  
on P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  and a t  Chicopee C e n t e r  on S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t .  These 
i n c l u d e  t h e  P r i n d l e  House (1842) , a temple f r o n t  Greek Rev iva l  house 
w i t h  a  monumental I o n i c  p o r t i c o ,  t h e  E l i a s  Ga tes  House (c .1855)  , a  
b r i c k  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  house  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s ,  a  
s i d e  veranda  and a n  e l a b o r a t e l y  composed b r i c k  c o r n i c e ,  t h e  Greek 
Rev iva l  B u l l e n s  House ( c .  1840) , a n  end chimney s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  
handsome Dor ic  p o r t i c o ,  and a  number of s i d e h a l l  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s ,  
most w i t h  c r o s s  g a b l e d  b a y s ,  l a n t e r n s  o r  a s y m e t r i c a l l y  p l a c e d  towers .  
Four s q u a r e  p l a n  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  w i t h  low r o o f s ,  s q u a r e  l a n t e r n s  and 
b r a c k e t t e d  e a v e s  a r e  a l s o  known i n  b o t h  frame and b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Chicopee r e t a i n s  a  number of p e r i o d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  churches  and s c h o o l s .  Among t h e s e  a r e  
t h e  Uni ted  Method i s t  E p i s c o p a l  church  a t  Chicopee F a l l s ,  a  two-story 
Greek Rev iva l  church  b u i l t  i n  1841 and t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church a t  
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C a b o t v i l l e  (Chicopee C e n t e r ) ,  a  two-s tory  Greek R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  
e r e c t e d  i n  1836. The f i r s t  church  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  use  of  an 
o c t a g o n a l  b e l f r y  w i t h  a  c o n i c a l  s p i r e  r i s i n g  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  
o c t a g o n a l  base  w h i l e  t h e  second,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  f e a t u r e s  
a n  unusua l  p l a n  w i t h  commercial space  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and meet ing  
space  above; t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  s t i l l  occupied  by commercial u s e r s .  

S u r v i v i n g  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  Grape S t r e e t  School  (1861) 
and a  s c h o o l  on Chicopee S t r e e t  ( c . 1 8 5 0 ) .  Like  much of t h e  r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b o t h  s c h o o l s  a r e  
of b r i c k .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  e x t a n t  b r i c k  s c h o o l s ,  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  
o t h e r  b r i c k  s c h o o l s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  Chicopee i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
t h r e e  of them i n  1845. Other  i n s t i t u t i o n s  founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
i n c l u d e  t h e  p o l i c e  and f i r e  depar tments  ( 1855 ; 1845-Chicopee F a l l s ;  
1848-Cabo tv i l l e )  , t h e  town Almshouse (1849) , t h e  f i r s t  High School  
( 1842) , t h e  L i b r a r y  ( i n c o r p o r a t e d  1846) and s e v e r a l  churches .  Among 
t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  of t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  founding of  t h e  
f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h  i n  t h e  town i n  1838 w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  
church  i n  1840; o t h e r  churches  founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  Grace 
E p i s c o p a l  church  (1846) , U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  (1835) , T h i r d  
Congrega t iona l  ( 1 8 3 4 ) ,  Second B a p t i s t  (1834) and U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  
(1841) . 
Commercial: Chicopee C e n t e r  (Cabo tv i  l l e )  developed i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  
t h e  pr imary  commercial c e n t e r  of t h e  town. A number of h o t e l s  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  on ly  one ,  t h e  Kenda l l  House 
(1834-35),  s u r v i v e s ,  i n  a l t e r e d  c o n d i t i o n .  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
t h e  h o t e l  was a  three-and-a-half  s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f  b r i c k  Greek Revival  
h o t e l  known a s  t h e  Cabot  House. Although no o t h e r  commercial b u i l d i n g s  
have s u r v i v e d  from t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  few t h r e e  and f o u r  
s t o r y  b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  commercial b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  s t a n d  a t  t h e  
c i t y  c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A g r e a t  many i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  Cabot- 
v i l l e  and a t  Chicopee F a l l s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  examples 
of which have s u r v i v e d .  These a r e  a l l  of masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
Greek R e v i v a l ,  I t a l i a n a t e  o r  Romanesque R e v i v a l  d e s i g n s .  The e a r l i e s t  
of t h e s e  a r e  t h e  m i l l s  of t h e  Dwight and A m e s  Manufactur ing  companies.  
Most of t h e s e  d a t e  from t h e  1 8 6 0 1 s ,  a l t h o u g h  a  few b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  
l a t e  1 8 4 0 ' s  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  The e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s m a l l e r ,  
g e n e r a l l y  of two s t o r i e s  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s  and domest ic- type  
doub le  hung s a s h .  The b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  f o u r  t o  
s i x  stories i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  Romanesque Rev iva l  d e t a i l s  such a s  seg-  
men ta l  a rched  window h e a d s ,  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e s  and blocky s t a i r  
towers  w i t h  open roundhead a r c h e s  i n  t h e  upper s t a g e s .  Among t h e  
b u i l d e r s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  were John Chase (Reed B u i l d i n g ,  1840) 
and C h a r l e s  McClal lan (Dwight Manufactur ing  Company b u i l d i n g s  # 3 ,  
1859; # 2 ,  c .1865;  #1, 1 8 4 7 ) .  
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ---- Routes : 

Expansion of urban development from S p r i n g f i e l d  and Holyoke c r e a t e d  
s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  network t o  Chicopee R i v e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s .  T r o l l e y  
r o u t e s  from S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  C a b o t v i l l e  i n c l u d e d  l i n e s  on Cen te r  and 
S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t s  w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e  on F r o n t  S t r e e t  t o  
Chicopee F a l l s .  Pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  l i n e  from Chicopee F a l l s  t o  
Holyoke on Chicopee S t r e e t  t o  TJ i l l imanset .  T r o l l e y  r o u t e s  t o  
Chicopee F a l l s  from S p r i n g f i e l d  i n c l u d e d  l i n e s  on Broadway and E a s t  
S t r e e t s  w i t h  c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e  t o  I n d i a n  Orchard on Main S t r e e t .  
Primary c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e  t o  Holyoke from Chicopee F a l l s  l o c a t e d  on 
Gra S t r e e t  t o  Wi l l imanse t .  Suburban t r o l l e y  r o u t e  from South 
Hadley t o  F a i r v i e w  o p e r a t e d  on p r i v a t e  way t o  B r i t t o n  S t r e e t .  West 
S p r i n g f i e l d  b r i d g e  r e p l a c e d  by i r o n  t r u s s  span i n  1905 (now c l o s e d  
t o  t r a f f i c )  . 

Between 1870 and 1915,  C h i c o p e e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  t r i p l e d ,  i n  1891 pushing 
t h e  community i n t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  a  c i t y .  Much of t h e  c i t y ' s  
growth,  however, o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  1905, when t h e  c i t y  exper ienced  a  
growth r a t e  t h r e e  t i m e s  what it had averaged i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  decades .  
By 1915 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  30,138. Of t h i s  number, 38% w e r e  
f o r e i g n - k o r n ,  w i t h  A u s t r i a n  P o l e s  ( 4 0 % )  and French Canadians  ( 2 9 % ) ,  
making up t h e  hu lk  of t h e  immigrants ,  fo l lowed by t h e  I r i s h  ( 1 0 % )  . 
C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Economic development c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  Chicopee River  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  
a t  C a b o t v i l l e  and Chicopee F a l l s .  Independent  suburban d i s t r i c t s  
expanded from o r i g i n a l  m i l l  v i l l a g e s  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  a long  t r o l l e y  
l i n e s  c r e a t i n g  o v e r l a p p i n g  development  a l o n g  F r o n t  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  by 
e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y .  A f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
Chicopee F a l l s  on Broadway around L inco ln  Park  and i n  C a b o t v i l l e  on 
Fa i rv iew Avenue. S u b s t a n t i a l  development of  Wi l l imanse t  a r e a  a s  
suburban d i s t r i c t  of Holyoke w i t h  apar tment  b l o c k s  a l o n g  Chicopee 
S t r e e t  t r o l l e y  l i n e  and commercial c e n t e r  a t  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  b r i d g e .  
Secondary suburban growth extended a l o n g  Granton S t r e e t  t o  A l d e n v i l l e  
between Wi l l imanse t  and Chicopee F a l l s ,  and t o  F a i r v i e w  from South  
Eadley.  C i v i c  f o c u s  r e l o c a t e d  from Chicopee S t r e e t  t o  F r o n t  S t r e e t  
c o r r i d o r  between C a b o t v i l l e  and Chicopee F a l l s .  A g r i c u l t u r e  main- 
t a i n e d  on r i v e r  bottom w i t h  t o b a c c o  growing on p i n e  p l a i n s .  

D .  Economic Base: 

~ l t h o u g h  t h e  c o t t o n  m i l l s  con t inued  t o  be t h e  l a r g e s t  employer of 
l a b o r  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  ( c o t t o n  goods accounted  f o r  75% 
of t h e  town ' s  t o t a l  manufactured  p r o d u c t  i n  1 8 7 5 ) ,  t h e  machine-tool  
i n d u s t r y  gave b i r t h  t o  s e v e r a l  s u b s i d i a r y  p r o d u c t s ,  which brought  
n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  Chicopee -- b i c y c l e s ,  au tomobi les ,  and t i r e s .  

A l b e r t  Overman, a  H a r t f o r d  b i c y c l e  maker,  i n i t i a l l y  s u b c o n t r a c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  A m e s  Mfg. Co. t o  produce  t h e  ' V i c t o r '  wheel .  With t h e  cont inued 
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s u c c e s s  of h i s  b i c y c l e ,  Overman moved t o  Chicopee ,  e r e c t i n g  a  p l a n t  
i n  1890 i n  which e v e r y  p a r t  of t h e  b i c y c l e  was c o n t r u c t e d  -- from 
t h e  s a d d l e  c u t  from h i d e s  t o  t h e  t i res  produced from raw r u b b e r .  I n  
1894, n e a r  t h e  h e i g h t  of t h e  b i c y c l e  c r a z e ,  t h e  f i r m  employed 1 2 0 0  
men. I n  t h e  meantime a n o t h e r  machine works, t h e  Lamb K n i t t i n g  
Machine Company, had begun producing a  lower-pr iced  b i c y c l e ,  i n i t i a l l y  
f o r  Overman, and i n  1893 f o r  Overman's c o m p e t i t o r  (and one-time western  
s a l e s  a g e n t ) ,  A.  G .  S p a l d i n g ,  who bought  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Chicopee 
f i r m .  I n  t h e  mid ' 9 0 1 s f  t h e  b i c y c l e  i n d u s t r y  exper ienced  tremendous 
expans ion .  Overman, one of t h e  f i r s t  makers t o  engage i n  e x t e n s i v e  
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  f i n a n c e d  r a c i n g  teams,  and b r a s s  bands f o r  i m p o r t a n t  
r a c e s .  I n  1899 S p a l d i n g ,  though n o t  Overman, became p a r t  of t h e  
g i a n t  American B i c y c l e  Co. , a  t r u s t  c o n t r o l l i n g  65% of t h e  U .  S. 
b i c y c l e  market .  Both companies,  however, had c o l l a p s e d  by 1901 i n  
t h e  sudden b u r s t  of t h e  b i c y c l e  bubble .  Lamb, a g a i n  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  S p a l d i n g ' s  p r i n c i p a l  l i n e ,  a t h l e t i c  and s p o r t i n g  goods. 
( S z e t e l a ,  110-118) 

I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  o l d  S t e v e n s  P i s t o l  Co. had been i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  
1885 a s  t h e  J. S tevens  A r m s  and Tool Co.,  do ing  a  p rosperous  b u s i n e s s  
i n  shotguns  and s p o r t i n g  r i f l e s .  A f t e r  C h a r l e s  and Frank Duryea b u i l t  
t h e  f i r s t  American g a s o l i n e  au tomobi le  i n  1892, t h e  S tevens  company 
s t a r t e d  work on i t s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  by 1902 a d v e r t i s i n g  it a s  r e a d y  f o r  
s a l e .  

The manufacture  of r u b b e r  t i res ,  begun i n i t i a l l y  by Spaulding & Pepper 
i n  1896 t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  e x p l o d i n g  b i c y c l e  i n d u s t r y  ( ! ) ,  was bought 
o u t  by Noyes W .  F i s K  of S p r i n g f i e l d  a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  b i c y c l e  
b u s i n e s s .  I n  1901 t h e  F i sK Rubber Company made i t s  f i r s t  au tomobi le  
t i r e .  By 1912 t h e  p l a n t  was employing more t h a n  2,000 workers ,  and 
soon would s u r p a s s  t h e  combined r o s t e r s  of t h e  two c o t t o n  companies.  

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r i e s ,  Chicopee was p a r t  of a  
l a r g e r  expans ion  of b o t h  S p r i n g f i e l d  and Holyoke f i r m s  i n t o  l a r g e r  
q u a r t e r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  l o c a t i o n s  i n  W i l l i m a n s e t t  o r  South Chicopee 
a l o n g  t h e  former  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  R a i l r o a d .  I n  p a r t ,  a l s o ,  t h i s  
growth was t h e  r e s u l t  of an  a c t i v e  Board of Trade .  

Ch icopee ' s  s t r o n g  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  -- th roughou t  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
and E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d s  -- meant t h a t  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of i t s  r e s i d e n t s  
were s k i l l e d  and s e m i - s k i l l e d  f a c t o r y  employees. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  S z e t e l a  
no ted ,  Chicopee never  developed t h e  m e r c a n t i l e  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  depended 
on a  p rosperous  middle  c l a s s .  Would-be merchants  were d e t e r r e d  by 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  employed by a  
few l a r g e  f a c t o r i e s ,  r a i s i n g  t h e  s p e c t r e  of economic d i s a s t e r  i n  t h e  
e v e n t  of a  temporary o r  permanent  shutdown. T h i s  f a c t o r  was a l s o  a  
d e t e r r e n t  t o  new inves tment  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  hous ing s t o c k  ( S z e t e l a ,  127-8) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  con t inued  a t  a  s t e a d y  pace  
th rough  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  e p i s o d e  of g r e a t e s t  
a c t i v i t y  o c c u r r i n g  from t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s  th rough  1915. The m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  houses  c o n s t r u c t e d  w e r e  m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e s  w i t h  two 
f a m i l y  and t h r e e  d e c k e r  t y p e s  predominat ing .  Such houses were b u i l t  
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i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  numbers i n  C a b o t v i l l e ,  Chicopee F a l l s ,  and W i l l i m a n s e t .  
Most common a r e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  v e r n a c u l a r  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  
Rev iva l  fo rms ,  such a s  t h e  h i p  roof  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Queen Anne two 
f a m i l y  w i t h  prominent  c r o s s  g a b l e d  dormers and an e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  
ve randa .  A wider  r ange  of s t y l i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  
middle  and upper midd le  c l a s s  neighborhoods which s t a b i l i z e d  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of e l i t e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i . e .  
S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t  i n  C a b o t v i l l e ,  Grove S t r e e t  i n  Chicopee F a l l s  and 
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  i n  W i l l i m a n s e t t .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  
sequence of s t y l e s ,  from l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  and mansard houses  of  t h e  
e a r l y  1 8 7 0 1 s ,  S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen Anne houses of t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s  
and 1 8 8 0 1 s ,  th rough  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses  of 
t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t o  Georgian Rev iva l  and Craftsman s t y l e  houses  of t h e  e a r l y  
20th  c e n t u r y ,  can  o f t e n  be observed i n  a  few b l o c k s .  The houses  a t  
W i l l i m a n s e t t  a r e  s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  and less p r e t e n t i o u s  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of town, b u t  a  few n o t a b l e  examples w e r e  observed.  
The most o u t s t a n d i n g  of  t h e s e  i s  t h e  James Emerson House (c .1870) on 
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  a n  end chimney Goth ic  R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e  of 
b r i c k  w i t h  s t u c c o  f i n i s h  which combines m u l t i p l e  g a b l e s  w i t h  barge-  
boards  w i t h  roundhead I t a l i a n a t e  windows and a  one-s to ry  veranda .  A t  
F a i r v i e w ,  modest s i d e h a l l  I t a l i a n a t e ,  S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen Anne 
c o t t a g e s  predominate w h i l e  i n  t h e  A l d e n v i l l e  s e c t i o n ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
development o c c u r r e d  somewhat l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
w i t h  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of G r a t t a n  S t r e e t  f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  
Craftsman and C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  bungalows and two-family houses .  I n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  when b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
predominated ,  t h e  bu lk  of t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  houses a r e  of 
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  a  f e w  P a n e l  Br ick  a p a r t -  
ment b l o c k s  of t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and ' 9 0 ' s  and a  s m a l l e r  number of b r i c k  
Georgian and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b l o c k s  of t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  and a t  W i l l i m a n s e t t ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  c l o s e  
p rox imi ty  t o  commercial c e n t e r s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c i t y '  s i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
were b u i l t  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  C i t y  
H a l l  (1871, C h a r l e s  Edward P a r k e r ) ,  a  Rusk in ian  Gothic  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  a  t a l l  dormered campan i le ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  most o u t s t a n d i n g  p e r i o d  
m u n i c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Other  n o t a b l e  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
c i t y ' s  s c h o o l s ,  most of which a r e  two-and-a-half s t o r y  h i p  roof  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  Romanesque Rev iva l  d e t a i l i n g  i n  brownstone. Also  
n o t a b l e  a r e  t h e  c i t y ' s  c h u r c h e s ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  
examples i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F i r s t  C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  church  (1878) and Th i rd  
Congrega t iona l  church  (1868-70).  Other  p e r i o d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
a r e  t h e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  b r i c k  L i b r a r y  (c .1910) and s e v e r a l  V i c t o r i a n  
Goth ic  and Romanesque R e v i v a l  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  of 
which i s  t h e  Holy Name of J e s u s  s c h o o l ,  c .1870.  To b e  r e g r e t t e d  i s  
t h e  l o s s  of t h e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  U n i t a r i a n  church  (1893) , a  s t r u c t u r e  
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  q u a l i t y  of d e s i g n  and a s  a  compara t ive ly  r a r e  example 
of t h a t  s t y l e  l o c a l l y .  

Commercial: D i s t r i c t s  of commercial a c t i v i t y  expanded a t  W i l l i m a n s e t t ,  
Chicopee Cen te r  and Chicopee F a l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  two, t h r e e ,  
and f o u r  s t o r y  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Rena i s sance  R e v i v a l  and Georgian Revi- 
v a l  commercial b l o c k s  of r e d  and y e l l o w  b r i c k  b u i l t  i n  some numbers 
a t  a l l  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s .  The g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t h e s e  i s  l o c a t e d  
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a t  Chicopee C e n t e r .  Among t h e  b e s t  of t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Temple Block 
(1876-77 , W.C. Wedge) , t h e  Olmsted and T u t t l e  Company o f f  i c e  (1899) , 
t h e  Cabot H o t e l  (1907) and t h e  Wentworth and L e a v i t t  b u i l d i n g s ,  bo th  
E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  remodel led  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  
Plost commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  e x h i b i t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  d e t a i l s  
of p e r i o d  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b r a c k e t t e d  o r  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e s ,  
s t i l t e d  segmenta l  a rched  windows and ,  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  p r e s s e d  
m e t a l  t r i m .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s t a n d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
Chicopee d a t e  from t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  The major complexes 
of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  P e r k i n s  M i l l  ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  a  s i x  s t o r y  b r i c k  Romanesque 
Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  sha l low g a b l e  r o o f ,  and b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  
Dwight Manufactur ing  Company on F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  M i l l  #1 (1900,  
1 9 1 2 ) ,  a  s i x  s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  p i e r  and s p a n d r e l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
a s  opposed t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e a r i n g  w a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and Warehouse 
A ( 1 9 0 7 ) ,  a  f i v e  s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s m a l l  segmenta l  a rched  
windows w i t h  i r o n  s h u t t e r s .  Although t h e  technology was known by t h e  
187O1s,  p i e r  and s p a n d r e l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  does  n o t  s e e m  t o  have been 
adopted  i n  Chicopee b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD(1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Improvement of l o c a l  highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o a d s .  Primary n o r t h -  
s o u t h  r o u t e  on Chicopee S t r e e t  a s  Route 116 w i t h  b r i d g e  r e p l a c e d  
a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  t o  Holyoke i n  1931 ( s t i l l  i n  u s e ) .  Chicopee 
River  b r i d g e s  r e p l a c e d  d u r i n g  1 9 3 0 ' s  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  and Chicopee F a l l s .  
Secondary e a s t - w e s t  highway from I n d i a n  Orchard t o  Holyoke a s  Route 
1 8 1  th rough  Chicopee F a l l s  and Wi l l imanse t .  L o c a t i o n  of Westover 
A i r  Base i n  1939 r e q u i r e d  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n  from Wi l l imanse t  through 
A l d e n v i l l e  opened t o  a i r b a s e  i n  1941 (Boston & Maine) .  A s t ree t  
r a i l w a y  sys tem from Holyoke t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  abandoned d u r i n g  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

C h i c o p e e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  con t inued  i t s  r a p i d  expans ion  u n t i l  1925 when 
t h e  d e c l i n i n g  f o r t u n e s  of t h e  c i t y ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  slowed t h e  
i n f l u x  of employees. Between 1930 and 1940,  Chicopee l o s t  2200 
r e s i d e n t s ,  though w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 41,952 i n  1940, Chicopee 
remained t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  county .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Suburban development  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand a l o n g  major  t r a n s i t  r o u t e s  
from S p r i n g f i e l d  and Holyoke around i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  a t  C a b o t v i l l e  
and Chicopee F a l l s .  M u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  d i s t r i c t s  c r e a t e d  a long  Chicopee 
S t r e e t  a x i s  from Wi l l imanse t  t o  C a b o t v i l l e  and Granton S t r e e t  a x i s  
from VJil l imanset  t o  Chicopee F a l l s  w i t h  l o c a l  c e n t e r  a t  A l d e n v i l l e .  
Local  e l i t e  neighborhoods m a i n t a i n e d  on Broadway a t  Chicopee F a l l s  
and F a i r v i e w  Avenue i n  C a b o t v i l l e  w i t h  s t r e e t c a r  suburban development 
on S p r i n g f i e l d ,  E a s t  and Main S t r e e t s  from l o c a l  commercial c e n t e r s .  
S i m i l a r  expans ion  a l s o  occur red  around F a i r v i e w  from South Hadley. 
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I n d u s t r i a l  b e l t  ma in ta ined  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  
between S p r i n g f i e l d  and Holyoke through Wi l l imanse t  w i t h  c o r r i d o r  
a l o n g  Chicopee River  t o  Chicopee F a l l s .  Loca t ion  of Westover X r -  
b a s e  i n  1940 on p i n e  p l a i n s  c r e a t e d  economic f o c u s  w i t h  p lanned 
r e s i d e n t i a l  development  f o r m a l  r a d i a l  bou levards .  

D .  - Economic Base: 

C h i c o p e e ' s  major  i n d u s t r i e s  expanded t h e i r  c a p a c i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
F i r s t  World War. Due t o  war o f f  ice demands, F i s k  Rubber became t h e  
c i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  employer ,  b u t  t h e  c o t t o n  companies,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
S t e v e n s  A r m s  & Tool Co. (purchased by Westinghouse i n  1915) , and 
o t h e r s  a l s o  expanded. I n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 2 0 ' s ,  however, many Chicopee 
f i r m s  exper ienced  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of w e s t e r n  c o m p e t i t i o n  and c l o s e d  
(Stevens-Duryea) ; o r  were s o l d  t o  o u t s i d e  f i r m s  (Be lcher  & Taylor ;  
S tevens  A r m s ;  A m e s  Sword; Chicopee Mfg. ) .  I n  1927 t h e  Dwight Mfg. 
Co.,  which had b u i l t  a  m i l l  i n  Alabama i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 1 s ,  c l o s e d  i t s  
Chicopee m i l l  e n t i r e l y .  P r o d u c t i o n  f e l l  o f f  a t  F i s k  Rubber,  w h i l e  
o t h e r  companies a l s o  s u f f e r e d  f i n a n c i a l  r e v e r s e s .  The Depress ion  
worsened a n  a l r e a d y  bad economic r e a l i t y .  By 1933,  25% of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  r e l i e f .  The I n d u s t r i a l  B u i l d i n g s  C o r p o r a t i o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by Raphael Sagalyn was p a r t  of a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  
a t t r a c t  new i n d u s t r y  t o  Chicopee.  The company a c q u i r e d  Dwight 's  
v a c a n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 3 0 ' s  a t t r a c t e d  a  v a r i e t y  of 
n e e d l e c r a f  t and o t h e r  f i r m s .  

I n  t h e  l a t e  ' 3 0 1 s ,  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of F i s k  Rubber a s  a  branch of 
t h e  U.S. Rubber Co. gave  a  new l i f e  t o  t h a t  f i r m ,  which a g a i n  became 
t h e  c i t y ' s  major  employer.  

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Most of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  took 
p l a c e  on t h e  edges  of e s t a b l i s h e d  neighborhoods.  The most commonly 
c o n s t r u c t e d  house forms of t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h e  c o t t a g e  (bungalow) 
and t h e  two f a m i l y  house;  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was conf ined  
t o  i n f i l l  s i t es  a t  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .  The o n l y  a r e a  o f  e x t e n s i v e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was A l d e n v i l l e .  Most of  t h e  houses and 
c o t t a g e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r e  h i p  r o o f e d  Craftsman s t y l e d  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  
modest C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  d e t a i l i n g .  C o t t a g e s  g e n e r a l l y  d e r i v e  from t h e  
bungalow form w i t h  r e c e s s e d  p r o c h e s ,  r a i s e d  basements ,  and  hi^ roof  
dormers.  Two-family houses show a  s i m i l a r  r e s t r a i n t  of ornament.  
E l i t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of Tudor Rev iva l  and Georgian 
Rev iva l  houses  w i t h  s t u c c o  and masonry t r i m ;  such houses a r e  l o c a t e d  
s o u t h  of  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  o f f  S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Compara t ive ly  few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ;  most  of t h e s e  a r e  C a t h o l i c  churches  o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  
The f i n e s t  of t h e  churches  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Assumption 
Church (1922-25, George P.  D i o n ) ,  a  Tuscan R e v i v a l  b r i c k  nave p l a n  
church  w i t h  s i d e  a i s l e s ,  a  h i g h  c l e r e s t o r y ,  p o r t i c o  w i t h  pediment 
and Scamozzi c a p i t a l s  and o f f  set campani le .  
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Commercial: Most commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red  a t  Chicopee,  
Chicopee F a l l s ,  and W i l l i m a n s e t t  w i t h  some two s t o r y  and a  g r e a t e r  
number of one s t o r y  commercial b u i l d i n g s  i n  b r i c k  and c o n c r e t e  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Chicopee ' s  su rvey  i s  w e l l  documented f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ;  many m u n i c i p a l  and p r i v a t e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  and E a r l y  Modern 
p e r i o d s  have n o t  been i n v e n t o r i d ,  n o r  a r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  of 
t h e  20th  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  
d i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  a long  Chicopee S t r e e t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  church  and a t  t h e  Chicopee C e n t e r  a long  
S p r i n g f i e l d  S t r e e t .  E s p e c i a l l y  n o t a b l e  a r e  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  1824 
meetinghouse,  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  F e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h e  
s u r v i v a l  of  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church a t  Chicopee ,  which p r e s e r v e s  an 
unusua l  p l a n  w i t h  f i r s t  f l o o r  commercial u s e .  Also  n o t a b l e  a r e  t h e  
~ u s k i n i a n  Goth ic  C i t y  H a l l ,  t h e  town ' s  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
b r i c k  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  s t a t e  of  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r  on Chicopee S t r e e t  and of t h e  l a t e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
f a c t o r y  v i l l a g e  a t  C a b o t v i l l e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The c i t y  h a s  surveyed i n  some d e t a i l  i t s  key i n d u s t r i a l  
landmarks,  t h e  Dwight, Chicopee ,  and A m e s  manufac tu r ing  companies,  
a l l  t h r e e  of which shou ld  be  s t u d i e d  f o r  NR d e s i g n a t i o n .  (The f i r s t  
two have a l r e a d y  been d e s i g n a t e d  Chicopee landmarks;  t h e  t h i r d  has  
been determined NR e l i g i b l e .  ) 

However, some twenty  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  
by t h e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s u r v e y  a s  r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  s t u d y .  These 
i n c l u d e d  F i s h  Rubber,  B .  F. P e r k i n s  & Son ( t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e r y ) ,  Hampden 
Brewing, Coburn T r o l l e y  Track Co. ,  t h e  Chicopee water  works and 
m u n i c i p a l  l i g h t i n g  p l a n t s ,  and t h e  1919 Ilampden power s t a t y o n  of t h e  
Turners  F a l l s  Power & E l e c t r i c  Co. 
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