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l4HC RFCONNAISSANCF: SUST'FY REPORT 

D a t e  : November, 1980  Community: B u r l i n g t o n  

TOPOGRAPHY 

Town o c c u p i e s  1 1 . 8 4  s q u a r e  m i l e s  on t h r e e  w a t e r s h e d s  -- 
t h a t  o f  t h e  I n s w i c h ,  M y s t i c , a n d  Shawsheen R i v e r s .  The v a l -  
l e y  o f  t h e  Shawsheen l i e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  
town,  w h i l e  t h e  swamp and m a r s h l a n d  t h r o u g h  which t h e  Inswich  
f l o w s  i n  W i l m j n ~ t o n  l i e s  immed ia t e ly  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  R e -  
tween these two r i v e r  s y s t e m s  l i es  a  swamoy u n l a n d  a r e a  d o t t e d  
w i t h  h i l l s ,  some w e l l  o v e r  200 f e e t  i n  h e i g h t .  Vine  Brook ,  
a  Shawsheen t r i b u t a r y  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  L e x i n g t o n  and which p ro -  
v i d e d  most  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  w a t e r p o w e r ,  l i e s  i n  a  v a l l e y  t o  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t ,  now l a r g e l y  domina t ed  by t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  Y a l l  and 
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l / c o m m e r c i a l  deve lopment  a l o n q  Midd le sex  S t r e e t .  
The s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  town d r a i n s  i n t o  a  b r a n c h  of  
\ \ Jobu rn ' s  Fowle Brook ,  a M y s t i c  R i v e r  t r i b u t a r y .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  Woburn g r a n t  w i t h  1636 F i g h t  Mile L i n e  
s u r v i v i n g  as L e x i n g t o n  bounda rv .  Became Woburn Second P a r i s h  
1730  w i t h  mid-18th c e n t u r y  b o u n d a r i e s  a t  Wi lmington ,  R e d f o r d ,  
and  B i l l e r i c a  L i n e s .  Formed a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  town o f  R u r l i n ~ t o n  
1799  w i t h  d i v i s i o n  a t  Proburn l i n e .  

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Suburban  i n d u s t r i a l  town a t  . j u n c t i o n  o f  Boston-Verr imac 
c o r r i d o r .  L o c a t e d  on u p l a n d s  a l o n g  Vine-Brook-Shawshine 
v a l l e y  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  r e p o r t e d  on Sandy Brook and s i t e  no- 
t e n t i a l  a r o u n d  G r e a t  Meadow. E a r l y  c o r r i d o r  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
be tween  Voburn and  B i l l e r i c a  w i t h  a u t h e n t i c  F i r s t  P e r i o d  
h o u s e  n e a r  n r i m a r v  Cambridge S t .  a x i s .  FQodest a g r i c u l t u r a l  
develowment d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  mid-18th cen- 
t u r y  h o u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  Georg i an  ~ l a n s  and  o r i q i n a l  meet- 
i n g  h o u s e  i n  h e a v i l y  a l t e r e d  form a round  town common. I m -  
p o r t a n t  c o r r i d o r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  be tween  Bos ton  and 
Merr imac w i t h  deve lopment  a l o n g  Cambridge and M i d d l e s e x  S t s . ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v i n g  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  t a v e r n s  n e a r  town c e n t e r .  
Bywassed f rom r a i l r o a d  l i n k s  t o  Bos ton  and  Lowel l  w i t h  
l i m i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  deve lopment  i n  s h o e  c r a f t s  and  marke t  
a g r i c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Town c e n t e r  r e m a i n s  
a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  modest  examnles  o f  s u b u r b a n  V i c t o r i a n  
s t y l e s .  Auto highway deve lopment  on Cambridge-Winn S t .  
c o r r i d o r  c r e a t e s  commerc ia l  s t r i p  a r o u n d  town c e n t e r  by 
mid-20th c e n t u r y  w i t h  some examples  o f  n e r i o d  Cra f t sman  and 
H i s t o r i c  h o u s e s ,  and  n o t a b l e  E a r l y  Modern h i g h  s c h o o l .  P r e s e n t  
deve lopment  o f  B u r l i n g t o n  M a l l  a l o n g  Rou te  1 2 8  a x i s  h a s  t o t a l l y  
overwhelmed Vine  Brook V a l l e y  and  t h r e a . t e n s  i n t e g r i t y  o f  
G r e a t  Mead-ow. S i m i l a r  commerc ia l  prowth h a s  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  
Cambridge S t .  c o r r i d o r ,  a l t h o u g h  town common r e t a i n s  some of  
h i s t o r i c  c o r e  w i t h i n  i n t e n s e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b u r b a n  f a b r i c .  
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IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

I n t e r r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  be tween  Shawsh ine ,  I p s w i c h ,  
and M y s t i c  B a s i n s .  p r i m a r y  N/S r o u t e  nresumed a s  Cambridge 
S t .  a c r o s s  Sandy Brook w i t h  l o o n s  a t  Ches tnu t -County  Roads.  
A l t e r n a t e  t r a i l  a r o u n d  Sandy-Vine Brooks a p p e a r s  a s  
L e x i n g t o n  S t r e e t  w i t h  n o r t h e r n  b r a n c h  a s  G r e a t  Meadow Rd. 
However, most  s e g m e n t s  o b l i t e r a t e d  a r o u n d  B u r l i n g t o n  M a l l -  
R t e .  1 2 8  j u n c t i o n .  C r o s s  r o u t e s  E/W a r e  u n c e r t a i n ,  w i t h  
p o s s i b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  as B e d f o r d - F r a n c i s  Wyman S t r e e t s  and  
n o r t i o n s  of  Peach  O r c h a r d ,  L o c u s t  and  \ J i l l  S t s .  t o  Ip swich  
b a s i n .  Documented t r a i l  l i n k  t o  M y s t i c  a p p e a r s  a s  Mountain- 
Wyman S t s .  w i t h  N/S a x i s  presumed a l o n g  Winn S t .  

R .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

No known p e r i o d  s i tes .  S i t e s  p o s s i b l e  a l o n g  Vine  Brook ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  G r e a t  Meadows a r e a  ( i n c l u d i n g  w e l l  d r a i n e d ,  
s o u t h  f a c i n g  a r e a s  a l o n g  Sandy and  Long Meadow B r o o k s ) .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  

Good a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i n  Great Meadow a r e a ,  
o t h e r w i s e  u p l a n d  h u n t i n g  and  g a t h e r i n q .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

L o c a t e d  i n  u n l a n d  w a t e r s h e d  be tween  Merr imack/Shawsheen,  
I p s w i c h ,  and  M y s t i c  r i v e r  d r a i n a g e s .  A s  s u c h ,  a r e a  w a s  more 
l i k e l y  an  i n t e r - t r i b a l  b u f f e r  zone  t h a n  t e r r i t o r y  o f  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p .  

FIRST SETTLElilENT PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  - 

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  improved  as r e g i o n a l  highways be tween  
Woburn and B i l l e r i c a  w i t h  p r i m a r y  N/S r o u t e  a s  Cambridge 
and  L e x i n g t o n  S t s .  L o c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  of  mid-17th century included 
Mount ain-Wyman and  Redf o r d - F r a n c i s  Wyman S t s  . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n  : 

P r o b a b l y  v e r v  l i m i t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  by 1 6 7 5 ,  p e r h a p s  n o t  
more t h a n  10-12 f a m i l i e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

O u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t  be tween  B i l l e r i c a  and Woburn w i t h  docu- 
mented f a r m s t e a d s  a l o n g  Cambridge Rd. a x i s  by 1660s  and on 
p e r i p h e r y  o f  n a t i v e  f r o n t i e r  w i t h  pre-King P h i l i n ' s  War 
i n c i d e n t  on Bedfo rd  S t r e e t .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Burlington



D .  Fconomic Rase :  

S u b s i s t e n c e  f a r m i n g .  

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Meet ing  house  l o c a t i o n  a t  B u r l i n g t o n  C e n t e r  c r e a t e s  
r a d i a l  p a t t e r n  d u r i n g  mid-18th c e n t u r y  w i t h  C e n t e r ,  R e d f o r d ,  
T e r r a c e  H a l l ,  S tony  Brook,  Irllill, and  Wil-mington S t r e e t s .  

B. P o n u l a t i o n :  

S u f f i c i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  by 1730 t o  m e r i t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
s e c o n d  P a r i s h  (now B u r l i n g t o n )  i n  Woburn. Twenty-one pew 
l o t s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  c o n s t r u c t e d  1735 .  By 
end  o f  p e r i o d ,  n o n u l a t i o n  had  p r o b a b l y  r e a c h e d  450-500. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Con t inued  e x p a n s i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  n r imary  
f o c u s  a l o n g  Cambridge S t .  t h r o u g h  mid-18th c e n t u r y .  Format ion  
o f  town c e n t e r  w i t h  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  1732 a t  highway , j u n c t i o n  of  
r e g i o n a l  r o a d s  a t  B u r l i n g t o n  common and  s e v e r a l  m i l l  s i t es  
a l o n g  Sandy and Vine  Brooks .  

D .  Economic Rase :  

P r o d u c t s  o f  town w h o l l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t hough  one  o f  two 
m i l l s  p r o b a b l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l o n g  Vine Brook. 
P r o b a b l y  some shoemaking by e n d  of  p e r i o d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P e r h a p s  a  dozen e a r l y  h o u s e s  s u r v i v e  i n  
B u r l i n g t o n ;  o f  t h e s e ,  most  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney v e r n a c u l a r  
examples  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r n a m e n t a l  d e t a i l ,  s a v e  f o r  s i m p l e  
Georg ian  e n t r i e s .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  house  is  g i v e n  a F i r s t  P e r i o d  
d a t e ,  b u t  i t  seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  b e f o r e  
c a . 1 7 3 0 .  With o n l y  one  gambre l  r o o f e d  example known and no 
h i p  r o o f e d  h o u s e s  known o r  r e c o r d e d ,  i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  
v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  h i g h s t y l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Al though i t  h a s  had s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n s  
and a l t e r a t i o n s  o v e r  t i m e ,  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  
m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  b u i l t  i n  1732 s t i l l  s t a n d s .  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was s h o r t e r  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t  and 
seems t o  have  been  a  s i m p l y  d e t a i l e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  p o s s i b l y  
w i t h o u t  a  b e l f r y  o r  c u p o l a  ( t h e  p r e s e n t  b e l f r y  b e i n g  a  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  r e p l a c e m e n t ) .  
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VII .  

V I I I .  

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Improvement of N / S  r o u t e s  between Boston and Merrimac 
d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  Middlesex Turnpike  1806 and 
rea l ignment  of Cambr3dge S t r e e t  through town c e n t e r .  

P o p u l a t i o n  : 

V i r t u a l l y  no growth i n  t h e  town i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Fluc-  
t u a t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  f i g u r e  r i s i n g  and f a l l i n g  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  
decades ,  ave rag ing  about  480 throughout  p e r i o d .  1800 f i g u r e  
of 534 n o t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a t t a i n e d  u n t i l  1850. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Town c e n t e r  remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  highway t a v e r n s  
a long  Cambridge S t .  a x i s  and Middlesex Turnpike  a long  Vine 
Brook. 

D .  Economic Base:  

Almost e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town w i t h  some produce s e n t  
t o  Boston.  Hops and r y e  among p r i n c i p a l  p r o d u c t s .  Sawmill 
on C l e a r  Meadow Brook and b o t h  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  on Vine 
Brook d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Small  shoemaking shops  by end of 
p e r i o d  employed f u l l  o r  p a r t  t ime  2 1  men and 1 8  women. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The few F e d e r a l  s t y l e  houses  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a r e  g a i r e d  and r e a r  w a l l  chimney v e r n a c u l a r  examples;  on ly  
one end chimney F e d e r a l  house is r e c o r d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The West Schoo l ,  a  one room F e d e r a l  
schoo lhouse ,  is t h e  on ly  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  
though it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  o t h e r  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  were con- 
s t r u c t e d .  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

Turnpikes  and highways remain from e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
Bypassed by e a r l y  Boston-Merrimac r a i l r o a d s  w i t h  no l o c a l  
r o u t e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

F l u c t u a t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  showing l i t t l e  growth.  Between 
1830 and 1870,  town grew by 180 p e o p l e ,  r e a c h i n g  626 by l a t t e r  
d a t e .  Of t h e s e ,  about  11% were f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  most ly  of 
I r i s h  b i r t h .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

I X .  

Lack o f  a c c e s s  t o  Bos ton  r a i l r o a d s  l i m i t s  development  
t o  marke t  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  mid-19th c e n t u r y  w i t h  town 
common r e m a i n i n g  as l o c a l  c i v i c  c e n t e r .  

D .  Economic Base  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  s t i l l  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  most o f  t h e  
p r o d u c t s  of  t h e  town. I n  1865 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  105  f a r m s , w i t h  
$330 ,801  w o r t h  o f  p roduce  a n n u a l l y .  About 1840 ,  I s a i a h  
Reed began b u y i n g  hogs  and  s e l l i n g  p o r k  and s a u s a g e s ,  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  s o n  T . I .  R e e d ' s  e x t e n s i v e  "Ham Works." 
Thomas B a r r  & Co. o p e r a t e d  a  p r i n t  works on t h e  Reed M i l l  
p r i v i l e g e  p r i n t i n g  woo lens .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  No h i g h s t y l e  Greek R e v i v a l  h o u s e s  a r e  re- 
c o r d e d  and  few a p p e a r  t o  have  been  b u i l t .  Most of  t h e  Greek 
R e v i v a l  h o u s e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  
e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e .  These  are found  i n  s c a t t e r e d  
l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  Winn, C e n t e r ,  Cambridge,  and  F r a n c i s  Wyman 
S t r e e t s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few I t a l i a n a t e  h o u s e s ,  
most  o f  t h e s e  b e i n g  modest center entrance fa rmhouses  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  
s u r v i v i n g  i n  B u r l i n g t o n  is t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  b u i l d i n g ,  b u i l t  i n  1857  as a s c h o o l .  A s i m p l y  massed 
I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  r e t a i n s  a l l  o f  i ts  o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l i n g  
i n c l u d i n g  an e l a b o r a t e  w e a t h e r v a n e ;  no  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
known t o  s u r v i v e .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  : 

L o c a l  r o a d  s y s t e m  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t  f rom mid-19th c e n t u r y  
w i t h  f o c u s  upon town c e n t e r .  E x t e n s i o n  o f  s t reetcar  r o u t e  
be tween  Woburn and B i l l e r i c a  a l o n g  Winn-Cambridge S t r e e t s  
a round  town c e n t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  peaked  i n  1880 a t  711  and 
t h e r e a f t e r  d e c l i n e d ,  by 1905  r e a c h i n g  a low p o i n t  of  588.  
Only i n  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  l a s t  decade was t h e r e  any advance ,  and 
b e g i n n i n g  i n  1910  t h e  town became p a r t  of  t h e  growing move- 
ment t oward  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  By t h e  end  of t h e  
p e r i o d ,  I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a b o u t  9% of  t h e  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

L i m i t e d  development  a l o n g  Cambridge S t .  a x i s  w i t h  t r o l l e y  
r o u t e  b y p a s s  a round  town c e n t e r  p r e s e r v i n g  m e e t i n g  house  
common. 
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D .  Economic B a s e :  

The most e x t e n s i v e  b u s i n e s s ,  Hurd w r o t e  i n  1890 ,  w a s  
t h e  ham b u s i n e s s  owned by Thomas I .  Reed,  who c u r e d  t h e  
c e l e b r a t e d ' l ~ e e d  Hams" f o r  sa le  i n  Bos ton .  Two steam-powered 
s h o e  s t o c k  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of  town 
and  one  i n  H a v e n v i l l e .  T h e r e  was a l s o  one  saw and one  g r i s t  
m i l l .  Most of  t h e  t o w n ' s  economic b a s e  remained  i n  
s t r i c t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  however ,  and q u a n t i t i e s  
of  B u r l i n g t o n  m i l k ,  f r u i t ,  and v e g e t a b l e s  w e r e  marke t ed  i n  
Bos ton  and  e l s e w h e r e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  w i t h  
l i t t l e  o r  no  h i g h s t y l e  b u i l d i n g s  and  o n l y  a v e r y  few subur -  
ban Queen Anne h o u s e s  b u i l t .  These  a r e  l o c a t e d  a round  t h e  
j u n c t i o n  of  Cambridge S t r e e t  and  Lex ing ton  Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l ;  A modest  Queen Anne s t y l e  h i g h  s c h o o l  
w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  ( c a .  1 8 9 0 ) .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Abandonment of t r o l l e y  l i n e s  and  improvement of  l o c a l  
r o a d s  as a u t o  highways w i t h  N/S Route  3-3A (Cambridge S t . )  
and  E/W Route  62  (Bedford-Wilmington S t s . )  t h r o u g h  town 
c e n t e r  d u r i n g  1 9 3 0 s .  

P o p u l a t i o n  : 

Between 1920 and  1935 p o p u l a t i o n  grew s t e a d i l y  by abou t  
80  p e o p l e  a y e a r .  By 1 9 4 0 ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  11.8 s q u a r e  
m i l e s  were s t i l l  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  i ts  1915 f i g u r e  had 
been  n e a r l y  t r i p l e d .  But t h e  t o w n ' s  real  growth  was t i e d  
t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  Route  1 2 8  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  a n d ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  be tween  1955  and  1965 ,  B u r l i n g t o n  was t h e  f a s t e s t  
growing town i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  1955-60, t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  more t h a n  t r i p l e d  a s  t h e  town grew by o v e r  1520 
p e o p l e  a y e a r .  I n  1 9 7 5 ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  2 4 , 3 0 6  -- 
abou t  1 2  t i m e s  what i t  had  been  35 y e a r s  b e f o r e .  

C ,  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Development remained  of  modest  scale w i t h  commercial  
s t r i p  a l o n g  Cambridge S t .  a x i s  a t  Sandy Brook and r e s i d e n t i a l  
t r a c t  a t  Wynnmere a l o n g  Winn S t .  t r a n s i t  r o u t e .  

D .  Economic Base 

M i l k ,  f r u i t ,  and v e g e t a b l e s  remained  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  pro-  
d u c t s  o f  t h e  town i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

X I .  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  few w e l l - d e t a i l e d  
c o b b l e d  basement  bunga lows ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  h o u s e s  con- 
s t r u c t e d  w e r e  v e r y  modest  ~ r a f  t s m a n - r e l a t e d  c o t t a g e s ,  some 
of  which w e r e  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  by t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  owners .  A 
v e r y  few C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  c a p e  h o u s e s  may d a t e  f rom t h e  
l a t e  1 9 3 0 s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The B u r l i n g t o n  High S c h o o l  is an e a r l y  
and  u n u s u a l  example o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t y l e '  
i n  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t ;  b u i l t  i n  1 9 3 8 ,  i t  is a  u t i l i -  
t a r i a n  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a s i m p l y  d e t a i l e d  o f f s e t  e n t r a n c e  
w i t h  m a s s i v e  c o n c r e t e  columns and  a  two s t o r y  g l a s s  b l o c k  
s t a i r  window. The b u i l d i n g  is p r i m a r i l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  
a p p a r e n t  p r o g e n i t o r  f o r  l a t e r  s c h o o l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  B u r l i n g t b n ,  
where s e v e r a l  more I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t y l e  and B a u h a u s - r e l a t e d  
s c h o o l s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1950s  and  e a r l y  ' 6 0 s .  

Commercial:  A few of  t h e  commercial  s t r u c t u r e s  l o c a t e d  
a l o n g  t h e  Cambridge S t r e e t  s t r i p  may d a t e  form t h e  1920s  and 
' 3 0 s ;  t h e s e  are a l l  one  s t o r y  u t i l i t a r i a n  f r ame  s t r u c t u r e s .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Al though B u r l i n g t o n  had  v i r t u a l l y  no  i n d u s t r y ,  i ts  p r i n c i p a l  
claim t o  i n d u s t r i a l  fame i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  were "Reed 
H a m s "  p roduced  by t h e  Reed Ham Works on Cambridge S t r e e t .  
The wood-frame complex now o c c u p i e d  by an e l ec t r i c  s u p p l y  
company and o t h e r  t e n a n t s ,  r e m a i n s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t a c t  a t  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue. 

X I I .  SOURCES 

F o g e l b e r g ,  J o h n , B u r l i n g t o n  -- P a r t  o f  a Greater C h r o n i c l e  
( B u r l i n g t o n ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  

- - A M - - -  

, " B u r l i n g t o n  P a s t  & P r e s e n t ,  " weekly a r t i c l e s  
f rom t h e  D a i l y  Times and  C h r o n i c l e  c o l l e c t e d  by James 
B. Ashworth.  Xerox c o l l e c t i o n  now i n  B u r l i n g t o n  L i b r a r y  
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