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MHC RFCONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: December, 1982 COMMUNITY: Buckland 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Buckland i s  s i t ua ted  i n  t he  Berkshi re H i l l s  o f  western Massachusetts. Local 
t e r r a i n  i s  dominated by rugged uplands which range between 1100 f e e t  and 
s l i g h t l y  more than 1600 fee t .  The greatest  e leva t ions  occur p r i m a r i l y  i n  the 
southern ha1 f o f  the town. They inc lude Drake Hi1 1 (1 536 f e e t ) ,  Lone Tree 
H i l l  (1454 f e e t ) ,  Mary Lyon H i l l  (1611 fee t )  and Moonshine H i l l  (1556 f e e t ) .  
Buckland's h ighest  peak, Hog Mountain (1621 fee t ) ,  i s  loca ted  near the  
BucklandlHawley l i n e  northwest o f  Lone Tree H i l l .  Aside from t h i s  p o i n t  and 
the s i s t e r  h i l l  o f  Snow Mountain (1618 feet),  the uplands gradua l ly  decrease 
i n  e l  eva t ion  as they extend north. Height o f  900 - 1000 f e e t  predominate on 
the up1 and's nor thern periphery. West Mountain, s i t ua ted  nor th  o f  the v i l l  age 
o f  Shelburne Fa l l s ,  was the  s i t e  o f  a t  l e a s t  two g ran i te  auarr ies t h a t  
operated throughout most o f  the 19th century . Contrast ing these up1 ands were 
two t r a c t s  o f  t h e  nor thern and eastern base of t h e  Buckland uplands. The 
Clesson Brook f l o o d  p l a i n  b i sec ts  the up1 ands and extends the length o f  t he  
town on a northeast-southwest axis.  The Deer f ie l  d River  forms Buckland's 
nor thern and eastern boundaries. I n  the former case, the r i v e r  separates 
Buckland from t h e  nor thern town o f  Charlemont. Shelburne F a l l s  i s  located on 
the Deer f i e ld  northeast o f  Goodnow H i l l .  These natura l  f a l l s  were 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  an important  n a t i v e  and co lon ia l  f i s h i n g  s i t e .  Local ly ,  t he  
Deer f i e ld  i s  fed by a number o f  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  the  l a r g e s t  o f  which i s  Clesson 
Brook. The town's on ly  body o f  f resh  water i s  a small pond s i t ua ted  i n  
southwestern Buck1 and. 

11. POLITICAL BOUWARIES 

Northern sec t ion  a1 ong Deer f ie l  d River  o r i g i n a l  l y  inc luded w i t h i n  Boston 
P l a n t a t i o n  Number 1 (Charlemont) i n  1735 w i t h  eastern boundary from Shelburne 
Fa1 1 s a t  Deer f ie l  d l i n e .  Southern boundary defined by Huntstown (Ash f i e l  d )  i n  
1736 and western 1 i n e  by H a t f i e l  d Eauival ent (Hawley) i n  1744. Central  
d i s t r i c t  granted t o  various i nd i v idua l  s beginning w i t h  Clesson Brook sec t ion  
i n  1742 w i t h  the remainder dur ing 1767-1 774 c a l l e d  No. Town. E n t i r e  d i s t r i c t  
incorporated as town o f  Buckland i n  1779 w i t h  eastern boundary along Deer f ie l  d 
River w i t h  Shelburne and southern boundary establ ished w i t h  Ashf ie ld  i n  1791. 
Southeast sec t ion  along Deer f ie ld  River  annexed from Conway i n  1838. 

I 1  I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Rural i n d u s t r i a l  h i 1  1 town loca ted on pr imary c o r r i d o r  between Greenf ie l  d and 
North Adams. Located i n  Deer f i e ld  River  v a l l e y  w i t h  important  na t ive  f i s h i n g  
area a t  Shelburne F a l l s  and suspected s i t e s  a1 ong Clesson Brook. Se t t l ed  
before Revolut ion from Deer f i e l  d va l  l e y  w i t h  c i v i c  focus es tab l  ished a t  
Buckland Center. Some l a t e  18 th  century cot tage farmsteads remain i n t a c t  
alona Deer f i e ld  River  roads w i t h  Mary Lyon house s i t e  near Ash f i e ld  1 ine. 
Agr icu l  t u r a l  po ten t i a l  developed by e a r l y  19th century w i t h  several we1 1 
preserved Federal per iod  houses along Clesson Brook from Buckland Center t o  
Four Corners and i n  West Buckland along Hawley Road. Buckland Center remained 
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as c i v i c  focus through mid-19th century w i t h  notable b r i c k  houses and Greek 
Revival church i n  o r i g i n a l  S t ree t  v i l l a g e  s e t t i n g  on Scot t  Road. Ag r i cu l t u re  
cont inued as pr imary economy w i t h  severa 1 V i c t o r i a n  barns and notab le  Gothic 
s t y l e  house along Ashf ie ld  Road. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  development o f  water power a t  Shelburne Fa1 1 s dur ing  Ear ly  
I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  w i t h  Deer f i e ld  v a l l e y  r a i l r o a d  connections, i n c l u d i n g  
o r i g i n a l  Lamson and Goodnow m i l  1 i n t a c t  w i t h  adjacent ou tbu i l  dings and Greek 
Revival housing on Conway Road. Continued expansion through l a t e  19th century 
w i t h  per iod  workers' housing on h i 1  1 s ide  above wooden commercial d i s t r i c t  
r e b u i l t  a f t e r  ser ious f i r e .  Notable br idges across Shelburne Fa1 1s inc lude 
V i c t o r i a n  i r o n  t russ  and e a r l y  concrete t r o l l e y  span (Bridge o f  Flowers) w i t h  
o r i g i n a l  e l e c t r i c  power s t a t i o n  a t  Creamery Avenue. Gradual decl i ne  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  by e a r l y  20 th  century w i t h  some per iod  c i v i c  bu i l d ings  a t  
Shelburne F a l l s  and Auto commercial s t ruc tu res  from Mohawk T r a i l  axis.  A t  
present,  development i s  g rad l~a l  l y  eroding per iphery o f  Buckland Center. 
Ag r i cu l t u re  remains a c t i v e  along Clesson Brook t o  Deerf ie l  d va l ley,  preserv ing 
h i s t o r i c  landscape features, wh i l e  Shelburne Fa1 1 s i s  su f fe r i ng  from economic 
decl ine threatening i n t e g r i t y  o f  Lamson m i l l  complex on Conway Road. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1 500-1 620) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Intermediate h ighland c o r r i d o r  w i t h  pr imary connections a1 ong Deer f ie l  d River  
from Connect icut Val 1 ey. A1 te rna te  ax i s  of important  Deer f ie l  d va l  l e y  t r a i l  
i s  repor ted from Pocumtuck (Shelburne) F a l l s  fordway along eas t  f lank  o f  West 
Mountain t o  fordway a t  Charlemont Bridge (Route 2 ) (Coste l lo ,  1975, map). 
Cont inuat ion o f  Deer f ie l  d River  t r a i l  i s  presumed on south bank f o l l o w i n g  
Bank-Ashfield Road (Route 112) t o  Clesson Brook and east a t  base o f  Walnut 
H i l l  t o  probable Deer f ie l  d River  fordway a t  T h i r d  Brook. L i k e l y  north-south 
rou te  appears a1 ong ax is  o f  Clesson Brook probably fo l l ow ing  Route 112-Scott 
Road through Buckland Center t o  Four Corners w i t h  westward branch along 
Clesson Brook as ax i s  o f  Hawley Road. Other l i k e l y  t r a i l  routes may be 
conjectured from Shel burne Fa1 1 s west over Goodnow H i l l  t o  Clark Brook (Hog 
Hollow) as East Buckland Road. 

B. Settlement Pat terns:  

There were no repor ted n a t i v e  Contact per iod  s i t es .  However, references i n  
secondary sources suggest na t i ve  pe r iod  occupation occurred on the Buckland 
s ide o f  Shelburne F a l l s  and the  Deer f i e ld  River  and Clesson Brook 
f loodpla ins.  Shelburne F a l l s  was the  s i t e  o f  1 arge na t i ve  f i s h i n g  encampments 
es tab l ished dur ing t h e  sp r ing  spawning runs of salmon and shad u n t i l  the  
outbreak o f  the  French and Indian Wars (Kendrick 1937:l). The o ther  two 
r i v e r i n e  areas woul d have been a t t r a c t i v e  l oca t i ons  fo r  f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing  and 
crop production. Smaller hunt inu  s i t e s  may have been scat te red  i n  Buckland's 
rugged uplands. 

C. Subsistence Pat te rns  

Some n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  was probably undertaken on the  Deer f i e ld  River 
f loodp la in ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the p o r t i o n  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of the Boston and Main 
Railroad, and t o  a lesser  extent,  on the  upper p o r t i o n  o f  the  Clesson Brook 
f loodpla in.  As mentioned prev iously ,  na t i ve  f i s h i n g  most 1 i k e l y  focused on 
t h e  Deer f ie l  d River  a t  Shel burne Fa1 1 s. Addi t ional  f i s h i n g  probably occurred 
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on t h e  Clesson Brook. Nat ive hunt ing l i k e l y  was undertaken i n  the broadest 
po r t i ons  o f  t he  Deer f ie l  d River  and Clesson Brook f loodpla ins.  The former 
s i t e  a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  numbers o f  deer i n  the  l a t e  18th century. 

D. Observations: 

Nat ive  occupation of Buckland was probably heaviest  du r ing  the  spr ing  months. 
This area and Shelburne appear t o  have been an important  f i s h i n g  and hunt ing  
s i t e  f o r  the  Pucumtucks centered i n  Deer f i e l  d. Buckland's p rox imi ty  t o  the  
Mohawk T r a i l ,  and important  na t i ve  rou te  between the  Hudson/Mohawk River 
Val l  ey and Connect icut River  Val l  ey, suggests the  town may have been the s i t e  
o f  contact  between na t i ve  occupants o f  these r i v e r i n e  sett lement centers. 
Evidence o f  n a t i v e  per iod  occupation i s  most l i k e l y  t o  surv ive  on the 
Deer f i e ld  River f l o o d p l a i n  ( v i c i n i t y  of Boston and Maine Ra i l  road). Vestiges 
may s t i  11 ex i  s t  a t  She1 burne Fa1 1 s. However, development and eros ion probably 
have destroyed a l a rge  p o r t i o n  o f  na t i ve  s i t e s  loca ted here. The banks o f  the 
Deerf i e l  d shoul d be exami ned pe r iod i ca l  l y  f o r  eroding s i tes .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1 620-1675) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

Nat ive  t r a i l s  remained as pr imary routes a1 ong the  Deer f i e l  d va l l ey  from 
Shelburne Fa1 1s t o  Connecticut River  w i t h  secondary a x i s  along Clesson Brook. 

B. Populat ion: 

There were no f i gu res  f o r  the  area 's  n a t i v e  populat ion. Buckland lacked a 
co lon ia l  populat ion u n t i l  ca. 1769. 

C. Sett lement Pat terns:  

Nat ive  set t lement  pa t te rns  were probably simi 1 a r  t o  those described i n  the  
preceding sect ion. 

The D e e r f i e l d  s e t t l e r s  who f i shed  a t  Shelburne F a l l s  may have erected 
temporary she1 t e r s  i n  t h a t  area. 

D. Economic Base: 

The annual sp r i ng  f i s h  runs a t  Shelburne F a l l s  a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  numbers o f  
nat ives from the surrounding area and s e t t l e r s  throughout t h i s  period. Nat ive 
hunt ing  probably continued on the  Deer f i e l  d River  and Clesson Brook 
f l oodp la ins  and the adjacent up1 ands. Development o f  t an  Engl ish market f o r  
animal f u r s  and p e l t s  l i k e l y  encouraged increased n a t i v e  t rapp ing  o f  f u r  
bear ing animals. 

It i s  unclear i f  co lon ia l  set t lements such as Deer f i e ld  exp lo i t ed  l o c a l  
resources o ther  than the freshwater f i s h .  

E. Observations: 

Buckland remained p r i m a r i l y  a resource area f o r  the  na t ives  centered i n  
Deerf i e l  d . 
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V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1 675-1 775) 

A. Transoortat ion Routes: 

Sett lement o f  Huntstown (Ash f i e l  d  1 and Charlemont (1 735) reau i  red  improvement 
o f  the  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  a  highway presumed along Clesson Brook 
as Ashf ie l  d-Scott  Road (Route 11 2) from She1 burne Fa1 1  s  fordway. Connecting 
highways were apparent ly improved as Hawley Road t o  Four Corners and probably 
as East Buckland and Bray Road around Sugar (Moonshine) H i l l  t o  Fa l l s .  
Secondary h i  ghways from Deer f i e l  d  v a l l e y  may have inc luded Charlemont Road 
over Walnut H i l l  and East Buckland Road around Goodnow H i l l .  

B. Populat ion: 

Nat ive occupants o f  t h e  Buckland area probably continued throughout t h i s  
period, s ince co lon ia l  set t lement  was 1  i m i  ted. 

None o f  t h e  secondary sources provided col on ia l  popul a t i o n  f igures.  The 
co lon ia l  set t lement  most l i k e l y  consis ted o f  no more than 10 fam i l i es .  Per iod 
s e t t l e r s  moved from a  number o f  Massachusetts communi t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Ashf ie l  d, 
Charl emont, Leomi nster ,  and Upton. 

C. Sett lement Pa t t f rns :  

Colonia l  set t lement  was 1  i m i  t ed  and dispersed. The f i r s t  set t lement  t oo l  
place i n  ca. 1769 when Captain Nahum Wood establ ished a  home i n  southwestern 
Buckland on Hawley Road s l i g h t l y  west o f  i t s  j unc t i on  w i t h  Shephard Road, 
Later  set t lement  inc luded the  e rec t i on  o f  several homes i n  t h e  Clesson R ive r  
f l o o d p l a i n  between the  v i l l a g e  of Buckland and the  r i v e r ' s  confluence w i t h  the 
Deer f i e ld  River. Joshua Johnson reputed ly  was the f i r s t  person t o  s e t t l e  i n  
eastern Buckland (ca. 1773 1. The community lacked a  meetinghouse. Area 
res idents  i n i t i a l l y  attended church i n  Charl emont, Shelburne o r  Ashf i e l  d. 
Some community meetings were he1 d  i n  the  barn o f  a  l o c a l  res ident .  

D. Economic Base: 

Colonial  res idents  focused p r i m a r i l y  on l i v e s t o c k  and crop production. 
Livestock grazed i n  the  l o c a l  uplands. Buckland i nhab i tan ts  f i shed on the 
D e e r f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n  where he hunted the  impounded deer. Lumbering probably 
took place throuahout Buck1 and's extensive wood1 ands. The se t t lement 's  
i n d u s t r i a l  development i s  poor ly  documented i n  secondary sources. Nathaniel 
Taylor constructed the community's f i r s t  m i l l  (saw) i n  ca. 1769 on Clesson 
Brook i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Ash f i e l  d  Road. A pre-1772 g r i s t  
and sawmill complex was erected near t he  HawleylBuckland 1  ine, probably on 
Ruddock Brook. An add i t i ona l  pre-1775 m i l l  may have been constructed on the 
lower p o r t i o n  o f  Clesson Bronk near i t s  j unc t i on  w i t h  Scot t  Road. 

E. Archi tecture:  

Resident ia l  : The e a r l i e s t  houses s u r v i v i n g  i n  Buckland date from the  e a r l y  
1770s, about the t ime o f  the  town's i n i t i a l  sett lement. Some four  s t ruc tu res  
of the  Colonia l  period, a1 1  w i t h  center  chimney plans, two houses and two 
cottages are extant, These i n c l  ude the  Nathaniel  Coleman (1 7741, Sameul 
Taylor  (1 770) and Wilder (1 775) Houses. One o ther  house, t h e  Habez brooks 
cottaae, a  fou r  bay wide cot tage which probably began as a  th ree  bay ha1 f 
cottage, e x h i b i t s  a  form which may have been t y p i c a l  o f  t he  e a r l i e s t  
cottages. 
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F. Observations: 

Buckland was a s a t e l l i t e  of t h e  mother town o f  Charlemont. Aside from the  
s e t t l  ement ' s  two m i l l  operations, Buckl and lacked commercial, i n d u s t r i a l  o r  
c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s  necessary f o r  pol i t i c a l  and economic autonomy. 
Substant i  a1 community development d i d  not  commence un t i 1  a f t e r  the  
Rev01 ut ion.  The town probably had c lose  commercial t i e s  w i t h  the set t lement  
center  o f  Deer f i e l  d, Considerable archaeological evidence o f  the co lon ia l  
set t lement  shoul d survive, p a r t i c u l  a r l y  on the  Clesson Brook f 1  oodpl ain. 

I I. FEDERAL PERIO" ( 1  775-1830) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

Locat ion o f  meetinghouse a t  Buckland center  i n  1793 es tab l ished rad ia l  highway 
connections from Sco t t  Road ax i s  as Avery and Orcut t  H i l l  Road over  Lone Tree 
H i l l  and Mar t in  and Hog Hollow Road around Putnam H i l l .  Sett lement o f  
Shelburne F a l l s  establ ished foo tb r i dge  (1780) and covered br idge over 
Deer f ie l  d  River  (1821 ) w i t h  highway connections around Goodnow Hi1 1 as 
O r i  t tenden and Bray Road. Secondary h i  ghways o f  the per iod  i nc l  uded Shephard 
and Cemetery road from West Buckland (Hawley) and Neilman and Howes road over 
Moonshine Hi1 1 . 
B. Population: 

Buckland's populat ion grew by 44.7% between 1790 and 1830, reaching 1,039 i n  
the l a t t e r  year. V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h i s  growth, however, occurred i n  t he  
decade o f  t h e  1790s, and u n t i l  the  establ  ishment o f  Lamson and Goodnow i n  
Buckland i n  1851, t h i s  popu la t ion  remained v i r t u a l l y  unchanged. 

C. Sett lement Pat terns:  

C i v i c  focus es tab l ished a t  Buckland Center a1 ong Scot t  Road w i t h  meetinghouse 
l o c a t i o n  i n  1793. Agr icu l  t u re  expanded as primary a c t i v i t y  along Clesson 
Brook from Deer f i e ld  v a l l e y  w i t h  secondary sett lements a t  M i l l  Yard, Four 
Corner, and West Buckl and. Economic focus developed a t  Shelburne Fa1 1s a f t e r  
opening o f  She1 burne Bridge (1822). 

D. Economic Base: 

Predominantly ag r i cu l  t u r a l  economy w i t h  small saw and g r i s t m i l l  s, Small m i l  1  
v i l l a g e s  appear t o  have been es tab l ished i n  t h e  Federal pe r iod  a t  Buckland 
upper City (forge, saw and g r i s t m i l l s ,  and wagon shop); a t  Buckland Four 
Corners ( l a t h e r  box fac tory ,  f u l l i n g  m i l  1 )  ; a t  t h e  Center (tannery, 1828; 
c lock  shop o f  Hubbard & Hi tchcock) ;  and a t  the  M i l l  Yard (cooperage, saw and 
g r i s t  m i l l s ) .  I n  1832 the  l a r g e s t  opera t ion  recorded was M e r r i t t  Stetson's  
shop f o r  t u rn ing  broom handles and shaving boxes a t  Four Corners, fo l lowed by 
the clock shop i n Clock Hollow. 

Joseph Griswold i s  sa id  t o  have in t roduced here the  making o f  sash, doors, and 
b l  inds  by machinery. About age 20 he made a t r i p  t o  D e t r o i t  where woodworking 
machinery f o r  the  purpose had been establ ished. He was so fascinated t h a t  on 
h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Massachusetts, he s t a r t e d  a small p l a n t  i n  Ashf ield. Griswold 
stayed on l y  a sho r t  t ime i n  Ashf ie ld ,  however, be fore  moving on t o  Buckland, 
and f i n a l l y  t o  what became Gr i swo ldv i l l e  i n  Co l ra in  i n  1828. 
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E. Arch i tec ture :  

Resident ia l  : As w i t h  most o f  t h e  towns i n  the  region, Buckland experienced 
widespread growth i n  the  Federal period. This pe r iod  of expansion i s  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t he  l a r g e  number o f  Federal houses standing i n  the  town, several 
o f  which are o f  outstanding aual i t y .  These inc luded houses and cottages w i t h  
a v a r i e t y  o f  p lan types i n c l u d i n g  center  chimney and center  h a l l  examples. 
Per iod houses are concentrated a t  Buckland Center and Buckland Four Corners 
w i t h  i nd i v idua l  houses noted on Hallway, Ashf ie l  d, and Conway Roads. Almost 
a l l  o f  the houses and cottages e x h i b i t  f i v e  bay facades w i t h  center  
entrances. A t  l e a s t  one house (on Hawley S t ree t )  incorporated an end gable 
overhang, a fea ture  commonly used i n  the  v a l l e y  towns of the regions, bu t  n o t  
otherwise noted i n  h ighland areas. Other somewhat 1 ess unusual features 
observed inc luded the use o f  t w i n  rearwa l l  chimney plans on a few center h a l l  
houses, among them the  Edmond Smith House (1 797). Several b r i c k  houses were 
a l so  observed on Ashf ie ld  Road and a t  the town center. Among the f i n e s t  
houses i n  the  town are  the Oaro F i e l d  House (1800), designed by Buckland's 
Joseph G r i  swol d Hose (181 81, probably desi gned by  Griswol d, an apprent ice o f  
Colonel John Ames. The F i e l d  House i s  one o f  t he  most e labo ra te l y  d e t a i l e d  
houses i n  the  reg ion  w i t h  Ion i c  p i l a s t e r s  across the facade and r i c h l y  
ornamented window hoods and cornice. The Griswold House, a double p i l e ,  end 
chimney p lan  house o f  b r i ck ,  inc ludes a t h i r d  s t o r y  ballroom. For cottages, 
t h e  center chimney form predominated up t o  1820, when i t  was gradua l ly  
supplanted b u t  the center h a l l  p lan  w i t h  end chimneys. Federal and Greek 
Revival cottages w i t h  f i v e  bay center  entrance facades and end i n t e r i o r  
chimneys were b u i l t  i n  some numbers from the  1820s through the  1840s. 
Examples were noted a t  Buckland Four Corners, a t  t he  town center,  and 
scat te red  along major roads. 

I n s t i  t u t i  onal : The present Congregational meetinghouse was constructed 
between 1793 and 1800. As o r g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  the s t r u c t u r e  was a small, modest 
one-story b u i l d i n g  w i thout  a be1 1 o r  a steeple. The s t r u c t u r e ' s  present Greek 
Revival appearance dates from an 1846 remodel l i ng .  Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  o f  t he  per iod  inc luded the  organ iza t ion  o f  a B a p t i s t  Society i n  1789 
and o f  a Methodist Society ca. 1820. Both organizat ions b u i l t  small churches 
i n  1828. The B a p t i s t  Church was moved i n  1869 t o  Ash f i e l  d, where i t  
s t i l l s t a n d s  i n  use as the  Grange Ha l l .  The Methodist Church was purchased by 
the  Buckland Grange. O f  the  seven schools s tanding i n  1830, on ly  one ( a t  Four 
Corners, 1829) remains extant. O f  considerable note was the Buckland Center 
school, a one-story h i p  roofed b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a p r o j e c t i n g  gable roofed 
porch w i th  a fan1 i t  entrance. A Female Seminary founded by Mary Lyon, founder 
o f  Mount Holyoke College, operated between 1826 and 1830. 

Commercial: O f  four  taverns known t o  have operated i n  the period, two have 
survived: t he  end chimney Zenas Graham Tavern (1797) and the F re igh te rs  I n n  
(1827), a center chimney cottages w i t h  eyebrow windows. 

X I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1870) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of Deer f i e l  d v a l l  ey c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Troy and Greenf iel  d 
(Boston and Maine) p a i l r o a d  along Buckland s ide  (proposed 1855) delayed 
complet ion by C i v i l  War (1867), i n c l u d i n g  Shelburne F a l l s  depot. Development 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Buckland



o f  Shelburne F a l l s  expanded l o c a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  along f lank  o f  Goodnow Mountain 
along ax i s  o f  Bray and Conway Road. Local fordway remained i n  use on 
Deer f i e ld  River  t o  Charlemont a t  Clesson and Th i rd  Brook, w i t h  r e b u i l  ding o f  
Shelburne F a l l s  cross ing as I r o n  Bridge i n  1869. 

B. Populat ion: 

Buck1 and's popul a t i o n  remained v i r t u a l l y  unchanged from 1830 u n t i l  the 
establ ishment o f  Lamson and Goodnow i n  Buckland i n  1851. Between 1850 and 
1970 t h e  town grew by over W%, p l a c i n g  i t  f o u r t h  among t h e  f a s t e s t  growing 
towns i n  the county. 

Many o f  t he  new res idents  were foreign-born, As e a r l y  as 1855 t h e  town had an 
immigrant populat ion o f  lo.%, w i t h  the  l a r g e s t  p a r t  cons i s t i ng  o f  Engl ish 
c u t l e r y  workers, f o l l  owed by the  I r i s h ,  and a subs tant ia l  number from Germany 
and Holland. 

C. Sett lement Pat terns:  

Buckland Center remained as the  c i v i c  focus w i t h  expansion o f  s t r e e t  v i l l  age 
along Ashf ie ld  Road (Route 11 2). S i g n i f i c a n t  development o f  economic 
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Shel burne F a l l s  w i t h  Lamson and Goodnow m i l l  i n  1835, 
meetinghouse i n  1842 and opening o f  Greenf ie ld Ra i l road i n  1867 along the 
Deer f ie l  d River, Agr icu l  t u r e  cont inued as the  pr imary a c t i v i t y  from Deer f ie l  d 
Val l e y  M i l  1 Yard t o  Four Corners along Clesson Brook. 

D. Economic Base: 

Economy remained predominantly a g r i c u l  t u r a l  though w i t h  an expanding i n d u s t r y  
i n  small woodworking shops, valued a t  $12,500 i n  1845. A small i ndus t r y  i n  
f i l e s ,  augers, and b i t s  developed i n  the  1850s, encouraged by the  invent ion  o f  
a patented brace and b i t  by the  Goodwell brothers. 

But  the l a r g e s t  establ ishment i n  t h i s  per iod  as i n  succeeding per iod  was 
Lamson & Goodnow, whose p rospe r i t y  establ  i shed the  v i l l  age o f  Shel burne Fa1 1 s 
on e i t h e r  side o f  t he  Deer f ie l  d River. S i l a s  Lamson i n  S t e r l i n g  (Worcester 
County) i s  sa id  t o  have secured a pa tent  on the crooked scythe snathe about 
1800. I n  1833, i n  search o f  ash timber, Lamson moved t o  Cummington w i t h  h i s  
sons Ebeneezer G. and Nathaniel. Probably s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he erected a 
snathe shop on the  Shelburne s ide o f  t he  Fa l l s .  As e a r l y  as 1845 he employed 
there  75 men producing snathes valued a t  $60,000. The work machinery, and 
about 1842 the  manufacture o f  c u t l e r y  was begun i n  t h i s  connection. I n  1851 
the c u t l e r y  was moved t o  i t s  present s i t e  on the Buckland s ide  o f  the r i v e r .  
Four years l a t e r ,  w i t h  an employee r o s t e r  o f  250 men and product worth 
$175,000, the f i r m  dominated the  manufacturing economies o f  Buckland and a 
good p a r t  o f  western F r a n k l i n  County, a p o s i t i o n  i t  re ta ined f o r  the remainder 
o f  the  h i s t o r i c  periods. 

Buckland, l i k e  several o f  t he  h i l l  towns, was a1 so a major producer o f  b u t t e r  
and cheese. By 1855 the town repo r ted  77,000 lbs, o f  bu t te r ,  second h ighest  
product ion i n  the county a f t e r  Ash f i e ld ;  and 38,500 lbs.  o f  cheese, making 
Buckland the lead ing  cheese town i n  the county. 
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E. Arch i tec ture :  

Resident ia l  : Resident ia l  cons t ruc t ion  cont inued a t  a steady pace through the 
f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the period. Expansion occurred a t  the town center espec ia l l y  
a long Ashf ie l  d Road, and a t  Buckland Four Corners, w h i l e  new set t lement  
developed a t  She1 burne F a l l  s. Fewer houses, however, were constructed and 
cottages became the  dominant house form, These e x h i b i t  a v a r i e t y  o f  types 
w i t h  center chimney, end chimney and s ideha l l  plans used w i th  s i m i l a r  
frequency. Well de ta i l ed  s ideha l l  p lan Greek Revival cottages w i t h  f l  ushboard 
facades, p i 1  asters and wide entrance surrounds w i t h  transom and f u l l  - length 
s i d e l i g h t s  were observed on Hawley, Ashf ie ld,  and Upper Roads and a t  Shelburne 
Fa l ls .  Eaual ly  we l l  d e t a i l e d  are  a number o f  f i v e  bay wide, center  h a l l  Greek 
Revival cottages. Center ha1 1 workers'  cottages of four o f  f i v e  bays width 
and genera l l y  i nco rpo ra t i ng  eyebrow windows were b u i l t  i n  some number on 
Ashf ie l  d Road a t  Buckland Center and a t  Shelburne Fa l l s .  O f  note are  several 
Greek Revival cottages w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  f r o n t  gables t o  form a recessed 
po r t i co ,  espec ia l l y  one on Hawley Road a t  Orcu t t  H i l l .  Also b u i l t  i n  the 
pe r iod  were several T-plan Gothic Revival cottages, a few o f  which r e t a i n  
fea tures  such as board and bat ten  s i d i n g  and carved o r  sawn bargeboards. 
examples were noted on Hawley Road, a t  Buckland Center, and a t  Shelburne 
Fa l l s .  O f  the  two-story houses b u i l t ,  s ideha l l  and center  h a l l  examples 
predominate. A few houses observed incorporated entrance surrounds w i  t h  
carved anthemion mot i fs  o f  w i t h  Greek key f r e t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  the pe r iod  inc luded remodel l i n g  the  
1793 meetinghouse i n  the  Greek Revival s t y le ,  t he  establ ishment o f  the  Second 
Methodist (1 8501, Shelburne F a l l s  Methodist (1 842 ; church 1842) and Sa in t  
Joseph's (1858) churches and the cons t ruc t ion  o f  several schools, among them a 
two-story Greek Revival school (ca. 1850) a t  Buckland Center and the  Hog 
Hollow School ) probably ca. 1860). 

Commercial : Most o f  Buckland's commercial b u i l  dings were loca ted i n  Shelburne 
F a l l s  and were destroyed i n  an 1876 f i r e .  Among the  bu i l d ings  l o s t  was the  
Anawansett Block (18531, a 3 & 112 s t o r y  gable f r o n t  Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  a one-story veranda. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The major i n d u s t r i a l  complex b u i l t  i n  the per iod  i s  the Lamson 
and Goodnow Cut lery fac tory ,  which i n c l  udes several b u i l  dings constructed i n 
1861 and others constructed a f t e r  1870. The b u i l d i n g s  are ao f  b r i c k  and are  
one and two s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  w i t h  modest Greek Revival d e t a i l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
dogtoothed courses o f  b r i c k  up t h e  r a k i n g  eaves, p i l a s t e r s  an lunet tes .  
Buckland i s  f o r tuna te  t o  r e t a i n  several frame i n d u s t r i a l  bu i l d ings  o f  the  
pe r iod  as wel l ,  among them the  Hubbard and Hi tchcock Clock Shop (ca. 1830), 
t he  Newton Griswold sash and b l i n d  f a c t o r y  (1836) and the  Townsley Cobbler 
shops, a wel l  preserved "ten-footer."  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1925) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Continued improvement o f  Deer f i e l  d River  r a i l  road c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Northampton 
and Conway branch as New YorC , New Haven and Har t fo rd  p r o j e c t  (1881 ) , l a t e r  
abandoned i n  1910. Continued improvement o f  Deer f ie l  d River cross ing a t  
Shelburne F a l l s  w i t h  r e b u i l d i n g  of Bridge S t ree t  span i n  1890 ( s t i l l  i n t a c t )  
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and expansion o f  l oca l  t r o l l e y  system to Buckland depot as e a r l y  concrete span 
(1 908, Bridge o f  F1 owers). Si gni f i  cant improvement o f  Deer f ie l  d  River  
c o r r i d o r  as e a r l y  auto highway w i t h  opening o f  Mohawk t r a i l  from Shelburne 
F a l l s  t o  Charlemont Bridge (1924) along the  base o f  west Mountain. 

B. Popul a ti on: 

Buckland's popul a t i o n  peaked i n  1870 a t  1,946. Afterwards, despi te the 
success o f  the cu t l e ry ,  the number o f  res idents  declined, reaching 1,569, a 
l oss  o f  18%, by 1915. 

I n  1880 and 1905, Buckland had a fore ign-born populat ion o f  20-24%, one o f  the  
h ighest  i n  the county. The town l a r g e s t  groups were form England and 
Germany. I n  1880 Buckland repor ted the  l a r g e s t  number o f  Germans o f  any town 
i n  the county except Montague. 

C. Sett lement Pat terns:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  expansion o f  set t lement  a t  Shelburne F a l l s  w i t h  formation o f  Main 
S t r e e t  business d i s t r i c t  from the  r a i l r o a d  depot destroyed i n  1876 f i r e  and 
workers'  housing a1 ong h i l l  s ide above the Deer f ie l  d  River. Buckland Center 
cont inued as the c i v i c  focus o f  Clesson Brook farming d i s t r i c t .  

D. Economic Base: 

Lamson & Goodnow remained t h e  dominant f a c t o r  i n  the  economy o f  Buckland and 
Shelburne Fals. I n  1875, the t o t a l  value o f  manufactured products i n  the town 
was repor ted as $426,165, p l a c i n g  Buckland t h i r d  i n  the county. O f  t h i s  
amount, however, $400,000 represented the  value o f  L&G1s products. Small 
woodworking shops continued t o  be operated i n  o ther  p a r t s  o f  town. 

The major new development o f  the pe r iod  was the  advent o f  t he  New Engl and 
Power Company, which i n  191 0-1 1 constructed four  hydroel e c t r i c  p lan ts  a1 ong 
the  Deer f i e ld  River:  two i n  Buckland, and one each i n  Conway and F lor ida .  
The four  were p a r t  o f  an even l a r g e r  scheme o f  e i g h t  o r i g i n a l l y  planned,. 
together  w i th  a ser ies  o f  rese rvo i r s  i n  Vermont and transmission l i n e s  t o  
o ther  p a r t s  o f  t he  state.  The on ly  o ther  Deer f i e l  d  River hydro p r o j e c t  a t  
t h i s  t ime was an e a r l i e r  p l a n t  b u i l t  i n  Buckland a t  Gardners F a l l s  i n  1904 f o r  
t he  Greenf ie l  d  El e c t r i c  L i g h t  and power Company. 

E. Arch i tec ture :  

Resident ia l  : r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t ion  was genera l l y  conf ined t o  the She1 burne 
F a l l s  sect ion o f  t h ~  town a1 though several notable houses were b u i l t  a t  
Buckland Center and i n  o ther  sca t te red  l o c a t i o n s  i n  the period. Housing a t  
Shelburne F a l l s  consis ted p r i m a r i l y  o f  one-an-one-half an two-story houses 
w i t h  s ideha l l  plans ' most e x h i b i t  S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen Anne d e t a i l s ,  such as 
porches w i t h  turned o r  sawn wood t r i m ,  pat terned shingles, gable screens, and 
polygonal bays. Such houses were b u i l t  on and above North S t r e e t  and on 
Conway Road south o f  the v i l l age .  Except f o r  a few double houses, mu1 t i p l e  
fami ly  housing i s  unknown. Elsewhere i n  the  town, housing o f  t he  per iod  
r e f l e c t s  the forms o f  the  e a r l y  19th century, w i t h  four  o r  f i v e  bay wide 
cottages w i t h  small center o f  double chimneys, and s ide o f  center  entrances; 
most e x h i b i t  l i t t l e  o f  no decorat ive de ta i l s .  O f  note i s  a four  bay wide, 
s ideha l l  plan I t a l  i a n a t e l s t i c k  S t y l e  house a t  Buckland Center. 

9  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : For i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  dings, as f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t ion ,  
a c t i v i t y  focused a t  Shelburne F a l l s  i n  the  period, w i t h  churches being t h e  
predominant b u i l  d ing type constructed. Per iod churches i n c l  ude the  1877 
Methodist  Episcopal church, a two-story f r o n t  I t a l  i ana te  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l  t a f t e r  
the  1876 f i r e  destroyed the  1852 church and used, s ince  1906, as the town 
h a l l  , St. Joseph Cathol i c  church (1888) and the  1906 Methodis t  Church i s  one 
o f  the town's f i n e s t  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  an asymmetrical plan, t a l l ,  square corner  
tower, and stucco and sh ing le  f i n i shes .  The on ly  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  
o f  the pe r i od  i s  t he  one-story h i p  roo fed  b r i c k  Romanesaue Revival l i b r a r y  a t  
Buckland Center. 

Commercial : Buckland r e t a i n s  several pe r i od  commercial b u i l  d ings on North 
S t r e e t  a t  Shelburne Fa l l s .  These inc luded t h e  Queen Anne/Colonial Revival  Odd 
Fel lows Ha l l  (1877), a three-story,  shed-roofed b u i l d i n g  w i t h  Pal 1 adian 
windows and i t s  o r i g i n a l  s to re f ron ts ,  the two-story b r i c k  Aubuchon hardware 
block, re faced ca. 1960, and several  o the r  l esse r  s t ruc tu res ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
one-story concrete block garage and 2 & 1/2 s to ry  frame movie theatre.  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The outstanding i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  per iod  i s  the 
re in fo rced  concrete Bridge o f  Flowers. When b u i l t  i n  1908, the Bridge was 
sa id  t o  be the  longes t  concrete b r idge  east  o f  t h e  Ohio River  (Kendrick 
1937:68). Three hundred n ine ty -e i  gh t  f e e t  l ong  w i t h  f i v e  parabol ic-arched 
spans, t h e  Bridge was constructed by t h e  Ley Construct ion Company o f  
S p r i n g f i e l d  and i s  one o f  t he  s t a t e ' s  e a r l i e s t  re in fo rced  concrete br idges. 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1 91 5-1 940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Period: 

Continued improvement o f  auto highway c o r r i d o r  along D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  from 
Shelburne F a l l s  w i t h  Route 2 as Mohawk T r a i l  and Route 112 through Buckland 
Center a1 ong Clesson Brook v a l l  ey t o  Ash f i e l  d. Local t r o l l  ey serv ice  
abandoned from Buckl and t o  Shel burne across Bridge o f  F l  owers (1 927). 

B. Populat ion: 

Bucklands' popu la t ion  remained re1 a t i v e l y  stagnant du r i ng  t h i s  per iod, 
a1 t e r n a t e l y  ga in ing  and l o s i n g  small numbers o f  res idents.  By the pe r i od ' s  
end the  town repor ted  a ne t  l o s s  o f  on ly  42 people. 

Sett lement Pat terns:  

Commercial and economic center  remained a t  Shel burne Fa1 1 s w i t h  development o f  
Main S t r e e t  no r th  along Route 2 axis.  Res ident ia l  d i s t r i c t  maintained on 
h i l l  s ides above Deer f i e l  d River  w i t h  modest expansion o f  areda. C i v i c  focus 
cont inued a t  Buckl and Center w i t h  commercial a c t i v i t i e s  along Route 11 2. 
Agr icu l  t u r e  remained as pr imary a c t i v i t y  from Deer f i e l  d val 1 ey south a1 ong 
Clesson Brook t o  Four Corners. 

D. Economic Base: 

Buckland's economic development was l i m i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  the  Shelburne Fa1 1s 
area, where r a i l  road connections, together  w i t h  t he  new Mohawk T r a i l  highway , 
brought  and expanding t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  commercial p rosper i ty .  
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About 1918, H.P. Hood & Sons opened a m i l k  s t a t i o n  a t  Shelburne F a l l s ,  and as 
m i l k  routes were es tab l ished t o  the  surrounding t o w s ,  l o c a l  farmers found i t  
inc reas ing l y  a t t r a c t i v e  to s e l l  who1 e mi lk  there  r a t h e r  than t o  l o c a l  
creameries. 

E. Archi tecture:  

Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t ion  occurred i n  the  period, except a t  
Shelburne Fa l ls ,  where several small h i p  o r  gable roofed cottages, some o f  
concrete block construct ion,  were b u i l t  i n  the 1920s. Other per iod  cottages 
were observed on Hawley, Hog Hollow and Ashf ie ld  Roads. Some small commercial 
b u i l  dings and one two-story concrete block garage were b u i l t  a t  Shelburne 
Fa l l s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General : Buckland's inventory  adeaua t e l y  documents 18th and e a r l y  19th 
century residences, e a r l y  19th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 19th century 
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l  dings. Not documented are  post-1830 res iden t i a l  
b u i l  dings, 1 a te  19th and e a r l y  20th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  dings and 20th 
century commercial b u i l  dings. D i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  a t  Buckland Center, 
on Hawley Road between Shephard and Cemetery Roads and a t  Buckland Four 
Corners. O f  special  note i n  the  town's a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  was the presence 
of master b u i l d e r  Colonel John Ames (1767-1813). Ames's exper t i se  can noted 
i n  the Ozro F i e l d  House (1800) and i n  the  A s h f i e l d  Town Ha l l  (1813) ; h i s  
i n f l uence  spread through the region through the work o f  h i s  apprent ices, among 
them Colonel Howland o f  Conway, Colonel David Snow o f  Heath and Charlemont, 
Charles Pel ton, Captain Chandler Carter,  h i s  son, John Ames and Major Joseph 
Griswol d o f  Buckland. Ames 's  most prominent i n s t i t u t i o n a l  commissions, i n  
Ashf ield, Shrewsbury, North borough and Marlborough are recognized (Kendrick 
1937: 40-41 ) , bu t  h i s  lesser  works, r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial , have no t  y e t  
been studied. 
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