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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: J u l y  1981 Community: Brockton 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Brockton i s  an i n l a n d  c i t y  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of t he  Naragansett Basin. 
There i s  a small group o f  man made ponds i n  t he  no r the rn  p o r t i o n  
o f  t he  c i t y  d ra ined  by t h e  Sa l i sbu ry  Brook which feeds t h e  
Sa l i sbu ry  P l a i n  R iver .  Other streams t h a t  feed  t h i s  r i v e r  a r e  Mal- 
f a r d a r  Brook, Cary Brook and Edson Brook. Drainage i n  t h e  western 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  i s  p rov ided  by West Meadow Brook. There a re  
areas o f  swamp i n  t he  western and easternmost p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  
There a re  areas o f  moderate topographic  r e l i e f  throughout  t h e  area. 
S o i l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Brockton was f i r s t  i nco rpo ra ted  as t h e  Nor th  P r e c i n c t  o f  Br idgewater  
i n  1738. On June 15, 1821 t he  Nor th  P r e c i n c t  was incorpora ted  as 
t he  town o f  Nor th  Br idgewater ;  i n  1874 t he  town changed i t s  name 
t o  Brockton. On A p r i l  9, 1881, Brockton was i nco rpo ra ted  as the  
f i r s t  c i t y  i n  Plymouth County. Par ts  o f  East Br idgewater  and 
Abington were annexed i n  1875. P a r t  o f  West Br idgewater  was annexed 
i n  1894. ' 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Brockton i s  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  l o c a t e d  i n  Plymouth County and has served 
as t h e  major  i n d u s t r i a l  cen te r  o f  t he  county s i nce  t h e  l a t e  19 th  
cen tu ry .  Evidence o f  Contact p e r i o d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
d i sce rn  due t o  t he  heavy u rban i za t i on  o f  t h e  area. Poss ib le  smal l  
n a t i v e  popu la t i on  du r i ng  Contact and F i r s t  Per iod.  European 
popu la t i on  growth du r i ng  t h e  Co lon ia l  Per iod  r a p i d  du r i ng  l a t t e r  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  per iod .  Economic base p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  
some l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  develop ing i n  t he  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Co lon ia l  
per iod .  La te  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  
focus a t  Sa l i sbu ry  Square area. Res iden t ia l  se t t lement  p r i m a r i l y  
sca t t e red  farm houses w i t h  some crossroads c l u s t e r i n g .  E a r l y  19 th  
cen tu ry  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Taunton-South Boston Turnpike l e d  t o  
nuc lea ted  se t t lement  a t  t h e  Pleasant  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Mid 
19 th  cen tu ry  growth o f  shoe i n d u s t r y  i n  Brockton, Campello and 
Monte l lo  r e s u l t e d  i n  e longated growth o f  t h e  town--along Main and 
Mon te l l o  S t ree t s .  Main S t r e e t  pr imary commercial focus, Mon te l l o  
which f r o n t s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  p r imary  i n d u s t r i a l  focus. I n f l u x  
o f  f o r e i g n  born popu la t i on  began i n  1850s w i t h  f o rma t i on  o f  t e r r i -  
t o r i a l  l y  de f i ned  communities w i t h i n  c i t y  1  i m i  t s .  Second ha1 f o f  
19 th  cen tu ry  con t inued  expansion o f  shoe i n d u s t r y  and c o n c o m i t a n t  
expansion o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  We1 1  de f i ned  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t s  developed a long  income l i n e s  as w e l l  as e t h n i c .  Continued 
development o f  c o m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a long  Main S t r e e t  as w e l l  as 
sma l l e r  c o m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  se rv i ng  var ious  neighborhoods. Ea r l y  
20th cen tu ry  development o f  o u t l y i n g  suburban d i s t r i c t s  as w e l l  as 
" s t r e e t c a r  suburbs". Post World War I development slowed 
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cons iderab ly  w i t h  1  i t t l e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  development u n t i l  a f t e r  
1950. 

I V .  CONTACT P E R I O D  ( 1  500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Regional r o u t e  j u n c t i o n  across Sai 1  sbury R i ve r  f rom Massachusetts 
Bay w i t h  connect ions t o  Pembroke Ponds and Neponset-Taunton Rivers .  
Pr imary nor th /sou th  t r a i l  documented as Main S t r e e t  (Hurd, 1884, p. 549) 
w i t h  presumed f o r d  over  Sa i l sbu ry  R i ve r  as Crescent-Grove S t ree t s  
and south as Chestnut-Copeland S t r e e t s  through C l i f t o n  Heights  and 
Campello. Secondary no r th / sou th  t r a i l  connect ions appear t o  f o l l o w  
Howard S t r e e t  (Route 37) through Montbe l lo  and East-Plain-Summer 
S t ree t s  over  Edson Brook t o  Sa i l sbu ry  f o r d .  East/west r ou tes  from 
Schumatuscacant (Abington)  p robab ly  as Court-Grove S t r e e t s  and Pine- 
Crescent S t ree t s  t o  Sal i s b u r y  f o r d .  Western t r a i l  connect ions f rom 
Sai 1  sbury f o r d  unc lea r  w i t h  southwest r o u t e  1 i k e l y  as Belmont-Mi 11 - 
Stonehi 11 S t r e e t s  t o  Stonehi 11 (Easton) and nor th /sou th  branches a long 
West Meadow Brook as Ash and Linwood S t ree t s .  Northwest t r a i l  t o  
Neponset con jec tu red  a long  a x i s  o f  Prospect-Pleasant S t r e e t s  t o  Brockton 
Heights,  a1 though l o c a t i o n  may have been a1 te red .  

B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

No repo r ted  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  However, i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  the  Brockton 
area was t o t a l l y  devoid o f  a  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  The community's urban 
development was p robab ly  l a r g e l y  respons ib le  f o r  the  absence o f  e x t a n t  
n a t i v e  s i t e s .  

C.  Subsistence Pat te rns :  

Seasonal f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing,  c o l l e c t i n g  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  F i sh ing  
was poss ib l e  i n  B rock ton ' s  severa l  streams. Hunt ing i n  t h e  a rea ' s  
marsh and wood lands.  P o t e n t i a l  p l a n t i n g  grounds ev iden t  i n  t he  
western p o r t i o n  o f  Brockton. 

D. Observat ions: 

Area was capable o f  suppor t ing  a small n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  Minimal 
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s u r v i v i n g  n a t i v e  Contact p e r i o d  s i t e s  due t o  B rock ton ' s  
ex tens ive  urban development , exc l  ud i  ng the  community ' s  1  ess developed 
western and southeastern f r i n g e s .  

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Na t i ve  t r a i l s  improved as reg iona l  highways w i t h  pr imary no r th /  
south pa th  f rom B r a i n t r e e  t o  Br idgewater  as Main S t r e e t  t o  Sa i l sbu ry  
f o r d  and south as Crescent-Grove-Chestnut-Copeland S t ree t s .  
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B.  Populat ion:  

V I .  

No f i g u r e s  f o r  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  No wh i t e  se t t lement  u n t i l  
c .  1697. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

V i r t u a l l y  no da ta  on n a t i v e  se t t lement  areas. Stone House H i l l  
cave ad jacen t  t o  p resen t  Brockton and Easton l i n e  and near t h e  " o l d  
road"  t h a t  l e d  f rom Brockton t o  Easton ( S t o n e h i l l  S t r e e t )  was 
repu ted l y  u t i l i z e d  by n a t i v e s  f o r  s h e l t e r .  No pre-1675 wh i t e  
se t t lement  . 

Economic Base: 

No data on n a t i v e  subs is tence rounds. Lo ts  were g ran ted  i n  t he  
Brockton area t o  s e t t l e r s  i n  c .  1665. Land was p ~ o b a b l y  u t i l i z e d  
as g raz ing  l a n d  f o r  p r o p r i e t o r s '  l i v e s t o c k .  

E. Observat ions: 

Area p robab ly  i n h a b i t e d  by a  smal l  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Format ion o f  Nor th  Br idgewater  p a r i s h  by mid-18th cen tu ry  c rea ted  
r a d i a l  roads t o  meet ing house cen te r  a long  nor th /sou th  Main S t r e e t  
ax i s .  Large f i e l d  d i v i s i o n  g r i d s  apparen t l y  l a i d  ou t  f rom Main S t r e e t  
a x i s  w i t h  eas t  d i v i s i o n  highways as East Ashland, Court  ( i n  p a r t ) ,  
Quincy, Nor th  Quincy S t r e e t s  and west d i v i s i o n  highways as Oak-Batt les,  
Prospect-Pl easant, Belmont ( i n  p a r t )  , West S t ree ts ,  i n c l u d i n g  
rea l ignment  o f  Main S t r e e t  over  Sa i l sbu ry  R iver .  Other p e r i o d  h igh-  
ways e v i d e n t l y ,  East, and West Chestnut S t ree t s .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

No f i g u r e s  f o r  n a t i v e  popu la t i on .  I n  1707 (severa l  years  a f t e r  
i n i t i a l  se t t l emen t ) ,  t h e  Brockton area had 30 res iden t s .  The wh i t e  
popu la t i on  had increased a lmost  twenty t imes t h a t  f i g u r e  by 1750 t o  
520 res iden t s .  The r a p i d  growth r a t e  cont inued i n t o  t he  second h a l f  
o f  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  By 1764, t h e  Nor th  Pa r i sh  (Brockton)  cons i s ted  
o f  120 houses, 131 f a m i l i e s  and 833 res iden t s .  

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

No da ta  on n a t i v e  se t t lement .  Zaccheus Packard i s  s a i d  t o  have 
been t h e  a rea ' s  f i r s t  permanent w h i t e  s e t t l e r .  He s e t t l e d  on t h e  no r th -  
west co rner  o f  Copeland S t r e e t  and Samuel Avenue i n  c .  1697 
(N.A.  1899:16). Sca t te red  se t t l emen t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t he  1 8 t h  
cen tu ry  i n  Monte110 and Campello. Set t lement  r a t e  increased by the  
second decade o f  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  Set t lement  ad jacen t  t o  Nor th  Main 
S t r e e t  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1710s and con t inued  i n t o  the  mid  1 8 t h  
cen tu ry .  Ear ly-mid 18 th  cen tu ry  se t t lement  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  Belmont 
S t ree t .  Community es tab l i shed  as t h e  Nor th  Par ish  o f  Br idgewater  i n  
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1738. The f i r s t  p a r i s h  meetinghouse was e rec ted  i n  c.  1738 near 
t h e  Pleasant and Nor th  Main S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n .  A second s t r u c t u r e  
was b u i l t  on t h e  same s i t e  i n  c .  1763 probably  t o  accomodate the  
r a p i d l y  expanding popu la t i on .  

D. Economic Base: 

No data on n a t i v e  economy. White s e t t l e m e n t ' s  economy based 
on a g r i c u l  t u r e  and i n d u s t r y .  F i r s t  r epo r ted  m i l  1  (saw) cons t ruc ted  
i n  c.  1717 by Ephraim Howard on Torrey S t r e e t  near t h e  p resen t  
Easton l i n e .  A second saw m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  c .  1720 by James 
Packard i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  Crescent and Summer S t ree t s  j u n c t i o n .  
The se t t l emen t ' s  f i r s t  i r o n  f o r g e  was e rec ted  by Packard and o thers  
i n  c.  1722 on t he  "saw m i l l  dam" e i t h e r  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t he  c.  1717 
sawmil l  o r  j u n c t i o n  o f  Sa l i sbu ry  Brook and Belmont S t ree t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  The e a r l i e s t  su rv i v i r l g  houses i n  Brockton a re  
dated t o  t he  1 a t e  1730s; these i nc l uded  two houses on Summer S t ree t .  
Whi le one o f  these may da te  from the  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  ( t h e  s teep 
p i t c h  o f  t h e  h i p  r o o f  suggests t h i s  may be so) ,  t he  o the r  i s  
cons t ruc ted  o f  b r i c k  whose bond seems t o  be Federal  i n  charac te r .  
B rock ton 's  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  se t t lement  makes i t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any 
houses e a r l i e r  than t h e  1730s have surv ived .  Most o f  t he  p e r i o d  
houses s tand ing  i n  Brockton probably  da te  a f t e r  1750 and a re  cen te r -  
chimney, two-s to ry  houses w i t h  s imple vernacu la r  d e t a i l  i n g  ( o n l y  
one house w i t h  a  pedimented ent rance surround was noted) ;  no houses 
o f  any g r e a t e r  p re tens ion  a re  recorded. A lso  s u r v i v i n g  a re  a 
number of center-chimney cot tages;  a t  l e a s t  a  h a l f  dozen f i ve -bay  
facade, cen te r -en te red  examples a re  known a long w i t h  one th ree-  
q u a r t e r  facade example. A few o f  these have t h e  f u l l  f i ve -bay  
shed dormer across t he  facade, a  f e a t u r e  which was noted i n  o the r  
towns i n  t h e  s tudy u n i t ,  w i t h  apparent concen t ra t ions  i n  t h e  no r the rn  
Plymouth County area. A t  l e a s t  one Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  ha l f -house i s  
known w i t h  two double i n t e r i o r  chimney houses a l s o  recorded. 
Co lon ia l  houses a r e  l o c a t e d  on Summer, P la i n ,  B a t t l e s ,  Centre, 
Grove and Nor th  Quincy S t ree t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  p a r i s h  i n  Brockton (No r th  Br idgewater)  
was organized i n  1738; t h e  f i r s t  meet inghouw was smal l ,  faced 
south, and had g a l l e r i e s  b u t  no s teep le .  I n  1762, a new meetinghouse 
was b u i l t  w i t h  t he  same dimensions as t h a t  i n  South Br idgewater  
(now Bridgewater;  t h e  1759 South Br idgewater  meetinghouse measured 
64 '  x  5 0 ' ) ;  t he  second meetinghouse i nco rpo ra ted  a 1 2 '  square b e l f r y  
85 '  h i gh  a t  t he  eas t  end. The f i r s t  school b u i l t  i n  t he  town was 
cons t ruc ted  i n  1748. 

F. Observat ions: 

The Nor th  Pa r i sh  underwent t he  most r a p i d  popu la t i on  growth o f  
Old Br idgewater  i n  the  18 th  cen tu ry .  The i n d u s t r i a l  opera t ions  
es tab l i shed  i n  t he  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t he  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  served as a 
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VII .  

foundat ion  f o r  t h e  ex tens ive  commerc ia l / i ndus t r ia1  development t he  
community underwent i n  t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  Secondary sources, however, 
p rov ide  a  l i m i t e d  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  P a r i s h '  commerc ia l / indust r ia1 
development d u r i n g  t h e  Co lon ia l  Per iod. Na t i ve  h i s t o r y  v i r t u a l  1  y  
nonex is ten t .  

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. T ransuo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Improvement o f  nor th /sou th  ax i s  w i t h  Pear l -Nor th  S t r e e t s  f rom 
Stoughton t o  Taunton as t u r n p i k e  a l t e r n a t e  through Marshal l  Corner. 
Other p e r i o d  roads i n c l u d e  Center S t r e e t  t o  Abington and secondary 
f i e l d  d i v i s i o n  highways as Rockland S t r e e t .  

Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  1810, popu- 
l a t i o n  1354. By 1830 t he  popu la t i on  had grown t o  1953. I n  1820 
t h e  b l ack  popu la t i on  was 23, i n  1830 i t  was 42. 

C. Set t lement :  

Res iden t i a l  se t t lement  develops around i n d u s t r i a l  node a t  S a l i s -  
bury  Square sometime a f t e r  1800. Area o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial 
a c t i v i t y  bounded by Main S t r e e t  f rom Belmont t o  Pleasant; Crescent, 
School and Grove S t ree t s .  Farming se t t lement  a t  t he  "West Shares" 
(Brockton He igh ts )  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Taunton and South Boston 
Turnpike and Pleasant  S t r e e t  served as commercial node f o r  a  s h o r t  
p e r i o d  du r i ng  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century .  Small commercial node a t  
A lb i on  and Oak S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  no r t he rn  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town 
near p resen t  day Monte110 p rov ided  nucleus f o r  small r e s i d e n t i a l  
se t t lement .  Cary H i l l  d i s t r i c t  i n  nor theas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  town a l s o  
a  se t t lement  node. Remaining r e s i d e n t a l  farming ( ? )  se t t lement  a long 
e x i  s t i n g  roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

Brock ton 's  i n d u s t r i a l  development i n  t he  Federal p e r i o d  had much 
o f  t h e  cha rac te r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  Old Br idgewater  t o  t h e  south.  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  seven g r i s t  and sawmi l ls  noted i n  1794, a  f o r g e  was i n  
ope ra t i on  a t  the  l a t e r  Sprague m i l l s  s i t e ,  producing i n  l a t e r  years 
eve ry th i ng  from muskets t o  shovels and anchors. A  hollow-ware 
furnace operated a t  t he  Belmont S t r e e t  s i t e  on Furnace Brook. ( I t s  
ope ra t i on  was e v i d e n t l y  g i ven  up on account o f  s c a r c i t y  of wood, 
though i n  subsequent years  (unspec i f i ed )  Boston, Abington , and Easton 
men had successive i n t e r e s t s  i n  i t . )  As i n  East Br idgewater,  t h e  
new demand f o r  domestic manufactures s t imu la ted  by the  Embargo i n t r o -  
duced t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n t o  Brockton. The Br idgewater  Manufactur ing 
Co. ( i nco rpo ra ted  1813) e rec ted  a  c o t t o n  and woolen f a c t o r y  which 
su rv i ved  p robab ly  i n t o  t h e  1840s. 

The p e r i o d  a l s o  saw the  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  Brock ton 's  e a r l y  boo t  and shoe i ndus t r y .  
Tanning had e v i d e n t l y  been c a r r i e d  on a t  l e a s t  s i nce  the  1 7 7 0 ~ ~  toge ther  w i t h  
some l o c a l  boo t  and shoe manufacture. T r a d i t i o n ,  however, r e p o r t s  t h a t  u n t i l  
1811 t he re  e x i s t e d  a  s t r o n g  dependence on Randol ph shoe-making a c t i v i t i e s .  Not 
u n t i l  t h a t  year ,  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Micah Faxon f rom Randol ph was the  e n t i r e  
process of  manufacture completed w i t h i n  t he  town. Therea f te r ,  the re  seem t o  
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have been a  heal  t h y  growth i n  t h e  co t tage  i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  a  growing Boston t rade.  
By 1832, boots and shoes were be ing  produced wor th  $118,000 annual ly .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : A t  1  eas t  a  ha1 f dozen i n t e r i o r  end-chimney Federal 
houses a r e  known across t h e  town; o f  these, a t  l e a s t  a  few i nco rpo ra te  
e l l i p t i c a l  ent rance surrounds w i t h  leaded f a n l i g h t s  and s i d e l i g h t s .  
A l l  o f  these end chimney houses have h i p  roo f s .  Most o f  t he  residences 
d a t i n g  f rom t h e  Federal p e r i o d  are, however, co t tages .  O f  t he  Federal 
co t tages  s u r v i v i n g ,  conse rva t i ve  center-chimney co t tages  predominate, 
w i t h  o n l y  a  h a l f  dozen end i n t e r i o r  chimney co t tages  known. Apparent ly,  
end i n t e r i o r  chimney co t t age  p lans  had been in t roduced by 1805 and they 
probably  f unc t i oned  as t h e  more s u b s t a n t i a l  co t t age  form throughout  
t he  per iod .  Most co t tages  s u r v i v i n g  have t h e  s tandard f i ve -bay  facade 
w i t h  cen te r  entrance; o n l y  one t h ree -qua r te r  p l a n  co t t age  i s  known. 
Several co t tages  w i t h  s l  ender double co lone t t es  and s ide1 i g h t s  f l a n k i n g  
t h e  door a re  known, b u t  most ent rance t reatments  a re  s imp le r .  A few 
double co t tages  a r e  known (on West Chestnut) and i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  more 
double cot tages were cons t ruc ted  than su rv i ve .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The 1762 meetinghouse was rep laced  i n  1827; w h i l e  
i t  i s  known t h a t  c a r r i a g e  sheds were cons t ruc ted  a long w i t h  t he  meet ing- 
house, no o t h e r  data on the  s t r u c t u r e  i s  recorded. The 1827 meet ing- 
house burned i n  1860. I n  1824, T r i n i t a r i a n s  s p l i t  f rom t h e  f i r s t  
p a r i s h  and i n  1826 b u i l t  a  meetinghouse. Al though t he  Swedenborgians 
organized i n  1827, they  d i d  n o t  b u i l d  u n t i l  1835. I n  1784, f o u r  
school d i s t r i c t s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town; by 1827, t h e  number o f  d i s t r i c t s  
had increased t o  11. O f  these schools a t  l e a s t  f o u r  d a t i n g  from the  
1790s su rv i ved  i n t o  t h e  1880s a l though none s t i l l  s tand 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Continued improvement o f  nor th /sou th  a x i s  f rom Boston w i t h  m a i n l i n e  
o f  F a l l  R i ve r  r a i l r o a d  (1846) a long  Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  p a r a l l e l  
roadway as Mon te l l o  S t r e e t  (Route 28) .  Suspected omnibus ope ra t i on  
a long  Main S t r e e t  from Campello t o  Monte l lo  by 1860s. Other p e r i o d  
roads i n c l u d e  r a d i a l s  such as Thatcher and Torrey S t r e e t s  and i n f i l l  o f  
s t r e e t  g r i d  around Main S t r e e t  ax i s .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

Continuous s t r ong  popu la t i on  growth through e n t i r e  per iod ;  1830 
popu la t i on  1,953, 1870 popu la t i on  8,007. Fore ign  born popu la t i on  91 3  
i n  1855. O f  t h i s  t o t a l ,  781 were I r i s h ;  beginnings o f  Swedish and 
Canadian communities a l s o  ev iden t .  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Roman Ca tho l i c  Church 
on Main S t r e e t  near  Wales Corner dedicated i n  1859 w i t h  2,000 
pa r i sh ione rs  . Bethesda Swedish Lutheran Church es tab l i shed  i n  
Campello, 1867. 

C.  Set t lement :  

I n d u s t r i a l  development a long r a i l r o a d  r i g h t  o f  way and Mon te l l o  
S t r e e t  r e s u l t s  i n  e l  ongated development o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t lement  
pa t t e rn .  By 1870 s e t t l e d  area i s  bounded on t h e  west by Warren 
Avenue, south i n  Campel l o  by C l  i f t o n  Avenue, eas t  by the  r a i l  road, 
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Grove S t ree t ,  Court  S t r e e t  and t h e  r a i l r o a d  and n o r t h  by D i v i s i o n  
S t r e e t .  I r i s h  c o m u n i t y  near cen te r  o f  town f rom Main S t r e e t  t o  
Sa l i sbu ry  Square south o f  Crescent S t r e e t .  The I r i s h  community was 
es tab l i shed  enough by t he  1850s t o  have i t s  own church. Swedish 
c o m u n i t y  i n  Campello centered around N i l s son  S t r e e t  es tab l i shed  
i n  the  1860s. Beginn ing o f  fash ionab le  d i s t r i c t  a long  West Elm 
S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  Small fash ionab le  d i s t r i c t  i n  Campello 
a l s o  es tab l i shed  du r i ng  t h i s  per iod .  Some i n f i l l  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  a long  Pearl  S t r e e t  ( o l d  Taunton-South Boston Turnpike)  
and Center S t r e e t  and a long  n o r t h  Main S t r e e t .  

D. Economic Base: 

By t h e  1840s, Brock ton 's  i n d u s t r i a l  base had become i n c r e a s i n g l y  
devoted t o  footwear  manufactur ing.  I n i t i a l l y ,  boots were the  town's  
dominant product .  I n  1837, f o r  every two p a i r s  o f  shoes, l o c a l  
shops produced seven p a i r s  o f  boots.  That year  the  t o t a l  annual 
va lue o f  boots and shoes was $184,200, g i v i n g  p a r t  o r  f u l l - t i m e  
employment t o  over  1  $1  00 men and women ( a  r a t i o  o f  2  t o  1  ) . E igh t  
years l a t e r ,  however, t h e  r a t i o  o f  boots and shoes manufactured had 
reversed, w i t h  shoe p roduc t i on  runn ing  3.5 t imes t h a t  o f  boots.  
D. S. Howard i s  he ld  t o  have i n i t i a t e d  t he  n a t i o n a l  fame o f  Brockton 
shoes about 1848, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Randolph and Br idgewater  R a i l -  
road b u i l t  i t s  l i n e  through town (1846).  H i s  "good, low-pr i ced  
shoe" was sen t  i n  q u a n t i t y  t o  New York, and f o r  a  t ime he i s  be l i eved  
t o  have produced more shoes than a l l  o t h e r  shoe manufacturers i n  
Brockton p u t  toge ther .  

I n  1855 boots and shoes produced i n  Brockton were valued a t  
$724,842. Ten years  l a t e r ,  though rough ly  t h e  same number o f  hands 
were empl oyed, t h e  va l  u a t i o n  had doubl ed t o  $1,466,900. Despi te  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much o f  Brock ton 's  pre-war business had been w i t h  t he  
Southy t he  C i v i l  War brought  "an u n p a r a l l e l e d  p r o s p e r i t y "  t o  the 
town. Government o rders  made t h e  town e v e n t u a l l y  " t h e  l a r g e s t  
shoe producing c i t y  i n  America" accord ing  t o  h i s t o r i a n s  w r i t i n g  f o r  
t he  WPA Guide. "Ha l f  t he  Union Army was shod by Nor th  Br idgewater,"  
( though we no te  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  " h a l f  o f  t he  Union Army was shod by 
Abington" [~hompson, p.426]). Government needs, t oge the r  w i t h  t he  
McKay sewing machine ( f i r s t  i n s t a l l e d  c .  1861), steam engines 
(by  1865) gave tremendous advantage t o  assembling a l l  p a r t s  o f  
shoe making under one r o o f ,  though t h i s  had been i n i t i a t e d  i n  t he  
1850s. The mass-produced na tu re  and q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  shoe p roduc t  
probably  a1 so f u r t h e r  pro1 onged t h e  town's  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  "cheap" 
shoes, a  r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  town would n o t  begin t o  shed u n t i l  t he  
1870s and '80s. 

Bu t  Brockton a l s o  developed a r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  pe r i od  f o r  shoe 
t o o l s  o f  va r ious  k inds.  One o f  t h e  most prominent was Chandler 
Sprague's manufacture o f  l a s t s ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t he  o l d  c o t t o n  m i l l  
beginn ing i n  1836. Sprague, us ing  Thomas [ ? )  B lanchard 's  pa ten t  
l a t he ,  i s  h e l d  t o  have " r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  t h a t  branch o f  t he  business" 
(Kingman, 1866).  Other products  i nc l uded  sewing machine need1 es, 
awls, knives, shoe pegs, shoe b lack ing ,  e t c .  The s t r e n g t h  and 
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d i v e r s i t y  of these manufactures i s  a  key i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  t he  shoe i n d u s t r y  as a whole i n  t h i s  per iod ,  as we l l  as be ing a 
major  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War and post-war expansion. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Cottages con t inued  t o  be t h e  most common house form 
i n  t he  e a r l y  years  o f  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod ;  w h i l e  t h e  shoe 
i n d u s t r y  had begun t o  assume g r e a t e r  importance, much of t h i s  a c t i v i t y  
was s t i l l  cen te red  on i n d i v i d u a l  workers ope ra t i ng  from shops a t  
t h e i r  p lace  o f  res idence.  A t  l e a s t  one smal l  Greek R e v i v a l I I t a l i a n a t e  
co t t age  w i t h  i t s  shoe shop su rv i ves  on Sumner S t r e e t .  The most 
common form o f  Greek Reviva l  co t t age  b u i l t  was t he  s to ry -and-a-ha l f  
s i d e h a l l  p l an  co t t age  w i t h  a  recessed s i d e h a l l  porch; examples o f  t h i s  
form su rv i ve  a long Summer, Pear l ,  Lyman, and Belmont S t ree t s .  Less 
common a r e  cen te r  and double end i n t e r i o r  chimney center -ent rance 
p lan  cot tages,  a l though these were s t i l l  b u i l t  w e l l  i n t o  the  per iod ,  
be ing mod i f i ed  by t h e  l a t e  1850s w i t h  b racke t ted  I t a l i a n a t e  door hoods 
and sometimes kneewall f raming.  Most cen te r -en te red  Greek Reviva l  
co t tages  were p laced w i t h  t h e  gable end on t he  s t r e e t ,  so as t o  suggest 
t h e  temple f r o n t  then popular .  Only one temple f r o n t  co t tage  i s  known, 
o f f  S t o n e h i l l  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  southwest co rner  of t he  c i t y .  Greek 
Reviva l  houses a r e  few i n  number, most o f  these be ing conserva t i ve  
double end i n t e r i o r  chimney, f i ve -bay  facade houses w i t h  very  s imple 
d e t a i l i n g ;  u s u a l l y  these s u r v i v e  o n l y  i n  o u t l y i n g  areas. Only one 
more ambi t ious Greek Reviva l  house i s  known, a  two-and-a-half s t o r y ,  
cen te r -en t rance  house on Pearl  S t r e e t  w i t h  a  recessed monumental 
s i d e h a l l  p o r t i c o  and p i l a s t e r e d  gable end w i t h  a  gable window s e t  i n  
a  s c r o l l e d  surround. Other mid-century  forms a r e  ra re ,  b u t  a  few 
story-and-a-ha1 f co t tages  w i t h  p a i r e d  o r  s i  ng l  e  facade gabl  es a re  
known. By t h e  end o f  t he  per iod,  most co t tages  were be ing b u i l t  
w i t h  a  broad gable r o o f  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a s to ry -and-a-ha l f  p l u s  an a t t i c ;  
t he  s i d e h a l l  p l an  predominated f o r  almost a l l  cons t ruc t i on .  A t  t he  
town cen te r ,  m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s  began t o  be b u i l t ;  most o f  
these a r e  two-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y ,  gable- roofed I t a l  i a n a t e  doubl e  houses, 
some numbers o f  which s u r v i v e  a long  Pleasant,  Prospect, Belmont and 
Main S t ree t s  as w e l l  as a t  Monte110 and Campello. The e a r l i e s t  examples 
o f  what would l a t e r  become an almost ub iqu i t ous  house type  i n  Brockton 
( t h e  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y ,  gable- roofed s i d e h a l l  p l a n  two- fami ly  
house w i t h  two-s to ry  square bays on t he  facade) probably  da te  f rom t h e  
l a t e  1860s; p e r i o d  examples a r e  l i k e l y  a t  Campello, where an 1853 
f i r e  spurred r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t i on .  A few more e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  
I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s  a r e  l o c a t e d  j u s t  west o f  Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town 
cen te r ;  these probably  da te  f rom t h e  1860s as do t he  few mansard-roofed 
co t tages  and houses i n  t h e  town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The e a r l i e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t he  c i t y  
i s  t he  Pearl  S t r e e t  Method is t  Episcopal meetinghouse (1830, John 
Peterson) ; a story-and-a-ha1 f, gabl e- roofed s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  two- 
stage b e l f r y  w i t h  square base and domed cupola,  t h e  meetinghouse 
combines elements o f  t he  Federal and t he  Goth ic  Reviva l  i n  i t s  
po in ted-a rch  windows w i t h  b l i n d s .  A lso  d a t i n g  from the p e r i o d  i s  t he  
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P o r t e r  Congregat ional  Church (1850, Me l v i n  and Young) : the  church i s  
impor tan t  as an e a r l y  example of t h e  use o f  t h e  Romanesque Revival  i n  
Congregat ional  Church a r c h i t e c t u r e  (an 1853 conference recommended use 
o f  t h e  Romanesque as t he  Congregat ional  church ' s  "ha1 lmark" s t y1  e) 
and as an example o f  t h e  work o f  Isaac Melv in ,  a  noted Cambridge 
a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  mid-century .  I n  1854, t he  South Congregat ional  church 
a t  Campel l o  e rec ted  a  somewhat more t r a d i t i o n a l  Romanesque Revival  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i c o  and two-stage square b e l f r y  w i t h  
s p i r e .  A number o f  schools were b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  
severa l  two-s to ry  examples, a  r a r e  form, most p e r i o d  schools be ing 
one-story  s t r u c t u r e s .  O f  t he  14 d i s t r i c t s  i n  opera t ion  i n  1884, t e n  
had schools b u i l t  i n  t h e  1840s and '50s; none of these have surv ived.  
A lso es tab l i shed  i n  the  p e r i o d  were severa l  p r i v a t e  schools i n c l u d i n g  
t he  Adelphian Academy (1844),  which cons t ruc ted  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  cupolaed 
b u i l d i n g ,  and severa l  o t h e r  schools housed i n  p r i v a t e  residences. 

Commercial: The e a r l i e s t  commercial b locks,  none o f  which a r e  
known t o  surv ive ,  seem t o  da te  from the  1850s and '60s. O f  these, the  
most s u b s t a n t i a l  was t h e  Kingman Block ( c .  1860), a  t h ree -s to r y ,  b r i c k  
I t a l  i ana te  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a r t i c u l a t e d  p i e r s ,  round-head windows w i t h  
d r i p  moldings, and a  b racke t t ed  corn ice .  Other commercial b u i l d i n g s  
probably  were o f  wooden cons t ruc t i on ,  w i t h  two and t h r e e  s t o r y  s t r uc tu res ,  
t h r e e  bays wide w i t h  cen te r  entrances be ing  most common. Al though none 
a re  known t o  su rv i ve ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  few commercial s t r u c t u r e s  
o f  t he  pe r i od  s t i l l  stand. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Only one i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  known 
t o  surv ive ,  t h e  Low Box Fac to ry  ( c .  1860), a  t h r e e - s t o r y  gable- roofed 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  square s t a i r  tower. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  b u i l d i n g ,  one 
o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  a t  366 Court  S t r e e t  
may a l s o  have been cons t ruc ted  as an i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g :  i t s  s i d e h a l l  
p l an  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t i on ,  b u t  t h e  end w a l l  f enes t ra t i on ,  
showing two windows i n  t he  a t t i c  where one o n l y  i s  usual  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
cons t ruc t i on ,  suggests an i n d u s t r i a l  f u n c t i o n .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 191 5) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Expansion o f  l o c a l  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  w i t h  Main S t r e e t  omnibus l i n e  
conver ted t o  horse c a r  (1881 ) f rom Mon te l l o  t o  Campello and secondary 
1  i nes  on Belmont and Pleasant  S t r e e t  w i t h  para1 l e l  r o u t e  on Mon te l l o  S t r e e t  
through business d i s t r i c t  (Tucker, 1960, p .  2 ) .  Conversion o f  horsecar 
r ou tes  t o  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  (1891) and expansion of s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  t o  
suburban areas w i t h  r ou tes  on Center, Crescent, Ashland-Cary-North Quincy 
and i n t e r u r b a n  l i n e s  on Howard S t r e e t  (Avon-Bra in t ree) ,  Summer-Plain- 
East S t r e e t s  (Br idgewater ) ,  To r r y  S t .  (Eas t ) ,  Pleasant-North Pearl  
S t ree t s  (Stoughton),  Copeland S t r e e t  (Br idgewater) ,  Belmont S t r e e t  
(Taunton), and Center-Crescent S t ree t s  ( Abingbon-Whi tman) . Other l o c a l  
t r o l l e y  rou tes  i n c l u d e  Gra f t on  S t ree t ,  Cour t  S t ree t ,  and Warren Avenue 
by t h e  e a r l y  1900s. M a i n l i n e  r a i l r o a d  regraded through business d i s t r i c t  
w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  stone a rch  b r idges  ( c .  1895) a t  major  s t r e e t  cross ings.  
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B. Popul a t i  on 

Strong popu la t ion  growth cont inues unabated from 8,007 i n  beginning 
o f  pe r i od  t o  62,288 i n  1915. Foreign born popu la t ion  grew from 4032 
n  1885 t o  17,709 i n  1915. Ethnic  mix o f  f o r e i g n  born popu la t ion  i n  
1885 was I r i s h ,  Swedish,English and Nova Scot ian; i n  1915 Russian 
(L i thuan ian)  , Canadian, I r i s h ,  Engl i sh ,  Swedish, and I t a l i a n .  S t .  
P a t r i c k ' s  Parochial  School es tab l  ished 1887. Church o f  t h e  Sacred 
Heart (French Canadian) es tab l  ished 1893 between Corut and Sy lves ter  
S t ree ts .  Sacred Heart  Parochial  School es tab l i shed sometime p r i o r  t o  
1898. S t .  Rocco's L i thuan ian  Church i n  Be l l vue  Park c.  1900-1905. 
Agudath Achim Synagogue near Sa l i sbury  Square es tab l i shed 1901. 
A f r i can  Methodis t  Episcopal Church es tab l  ished 1893. 

C. Sett lement:  

Working c lass  housing extended along t r o l l e y  1  i nes du r i ng  t h i s  
pe r i od  c r e a t i n g  " s t r e e t c a r  suburbs" o f  duplexes and t r i p 1  e  deckers. 
Working c lass  housing gene ra l l y  south o f  Belmont on the  west s ide  o f  
Main, i n  Campello and Monte l lo  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  Be l l vue  Park),  eas t  o f  the  
c i t y  center  between Center and Pine S t ree ts  and eas t  o f  Monte l lo  S t r e e t  
from Court S t ree t  nor th .  Jewish community i n  Sa l i sbury  Square area a t  
t u r n  o f  t h e  century  and L i thuan ian  community a t  Sawtel l  and Ames i n  
Be l l vue  Park. Fashionable d i s t r i c t  proceeds westward along West E l m  
S t r e e t  surrounded by m i  ddl  e  c l ass  housing. Res ident ia l  development a t  
Brockton Heights ( f o rmer l y  the  "West Shares") gene ra l l y  n o r t h  o f  Pleasant 
S t r e e t  and a t  Bumpas' Corner. 

D. Economic Base: 

A f t e r  t he  C i v i l  War, workers streamed i n t o  town, and by 1880 the  
popu la t ion  o f  Brockton had more than t r i p l e d .  The Late I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  
f o r  Brockton was one o f  tremendous growth. One h i s t o r i a n ,  w r i t i n g  o f  
the  pe r i od  1875-85, c a l l e d  i t  " the g rea tes t  growth of any c i t y  i n  t h e  
s t a t e "  (Thompson, 1906). It was a  growth r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  c i t y ' s  new 
s ta tus  as "Brockton" (1874), as a  c i t y  (1881), and i n  a  munic ipa l  s p i r i t  
of success t h a t  would su rv i ve  f o r  h a l f  a  century.  " I n  the  seventys," 
wrote one commentator l y r i c a l l y ,  "Brockton acqui red the  h a b i t  o f  success 
which has ever s ince  made i t  one o f  t he  most American o f  a l l  our c i t i e s  . . ." 

Back i n  t he  days when the  r e a l  Brockton was born, you 
cou ld  always t e l l  a  Brockton man by h i s  smile.  He was j u s t  
about the most thoroughly  a1 e r t  and modernized commodi t y  
t h a t  New England had t o  show. He was no t  up t o  t h e  t imes, 
he was ahead o f  them. Only t h i n k  o f  i t, Brockton was the  
f i r s t  c i t y  i n  t he  wor ld  t o  l i g h t  i t s  s t r e e t s  by e l e c t r i c i t y .  
It was the  f i r s t  c i t y  t o  run  e l e c t r i c  cars and the grea t  
Edison h imse l f  came on from New York t o  see t h e  wheels go 
round. It was a  leader  i n  i n s t a l l i n g  p o l i c e  telephone 
serv ice,  and when the  Brockton c i t y  f a t h e r s  went on t o  New 
York t o  see how i t  was done i n  the  Met ropo l i s ,  they found 
t h a t  i t  was no t  done a t  a l l ,  and New York had t o  come t o  
Brockton t o  f i n d  ou t  how. The c i t y  sewerage f i l t r a t i o n  p l a n t  
has been s tud ied  by engineers from a l l  over t he  Uni ted 
States. I t  works. . . I understand t h a t  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
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be l ieved i n  Brockton t h a t  they were the  f i r s t  t o  d iscover  
t h a t  t he  wor ld  moved around the  sun. C~owe, p.671 

Brockton expected imminent ly t o  be p a r t  o f  t he  Boston, Brockton, and 
New York Ship Canal, w h i l e  E. Moody Boynton planned an a e r i a l  
"b i cyc le  r a i l w a y "  t o  l i n k  F a l l  River,  Brockton, and Boston. 

Shoe manufacture, o f  course, was what f ue led  t h i s  success, and the  
1870s saw the  inaugura t ion  o f  many o f  t he  l a r g e  shoe companies whose 
products would become household names f o r  h a l f  a  century:  W.  L. Douglas 
( l a t e r  Governor), George E.  Kei th ,  D. W .  F i e l d ,  Preston B. Kei th ,  
M. A. Packard. 

The h e a v i l y  c a p i t a l i z e d  shoe i n d u s t r y  was i n  p a r t  made poss ib le  
by changes i n  market ing techniques, i n  some cases pioneered by 
Brockton f i rms .  I n  1884 W. L. Douglas, adopt ing h i s  p o r t r a i t  as a 
trademark, embarked on an a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign unprecedented i n  the  
indus t ry ,  market ing h i s  "3 -do l l a r  shoe" i n  o u t l e t s  around the  wor ld .  
George E. Kei th ,  one o f  the  f i r s t  Brockton shoe manufacturers t o  s e l l  
h i s  product  s o l e l y  t o  r e t a i l e r s  ins tead o f  t o  wholesalers,  pioneered i n  
the  development o f  f o r e i g n  markets i n  t he  1880s. I n  1898 K e i t h  adopted 
the  "Wal k-Over" trademark, by t he  1920s sa id  t o  be t h e  most va luab le  
shoe trademark i n  the  world.  K e i t h  and Douglas, t h e  c i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  
shoe makers by the  end o f  t he  per iod,  b u i l t  l a r g e  f a c t o r y  complexes a t  
e i t h e r  ends o f  Brockton, i n  Campello and Monte l lo .  Others a l so  made 
important  innovat ions:  the  F i e l d  and F l i n t  Co. p lan t ,  producing the  
"Foot-Joy" shoe, i s  s a i d  t o  have been t h e  f i r s t  shoe f a c t o r y  i n  the  
count ry  t o  i n s t a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  e l e c t r i c  motors a t  each machine, thus 
doing away w i t h  overhead s h a f t i n g  and pu l l eys  (Stone, p.1178). By 1906 
E. S. Thompson cou ld  w r i t e  t h a t  Brockton had become " the  grea tes t  c i t y  
i n  t h e  wor ld  f o r  t he  manufacture o f  f i n e  men's shoes." By 1910, the  
value o f  shoes manufactured was pu t  a t  $20,263,200 i n  an i n d u s t r y  
employing 1 o c a l l y  12,183 workers. 

C i v i c  improvements kept  pace w i t h  the  shoe i ndus t r y .  Brockton 
i n s t a l l e d  one o f  t he  e a r l i e s t  e l e c t r i c  (D i rec t -Cur ren t )  generat ing 
s t a t i o n s  (1883), p ioneer ing  i n  t he  3-wire d i s t r i b u t i o n  system. Ten years 
l a t e r ,  t h e  c i t y  b u i l t  a  much-praised i n t e r m i t t a n t  sewage f i l t r a t i o n  
system under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  c i t y  engineer F. Herber t  Snow. 
F. L. Olmstead & Co. drew up c i t y  park plans f o r  Trou t  Brook and S a l i s -  
bury P l a i n  River ,  and i n  1896, t h e  c i t y  became one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
communities i n  t he  s t a t e  t o  take  advantage o f  the  Massachusetts Grade 
Crossing Act (6/21/1890), b u i l d i n g  a .7-mi le long  stone r a i l r o a d  v iaduct ,  
seven pony-truss br idges (Boston Br idge Works) over the r a i l r o a d  a t  
e i t h e r  end, and th ree  i n t e g r a t e d  r a i l r o a d  s ta t i ons ,  a t  the  Centre, 
Campello, and Monte l lo .  

E. Arch i tec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Almost a l l  o f  Brockton 's  pre-1940 houses were constructed 
i n  t he  Late I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  Growth i n  t he  shoe i n d u s t r y  necessi ta ted 
t h e  cons t ruc t i on  of l a r g e  numbers of dwe l l ings  t o  house workers w i t h  a 
concommitant r i s e  i n  t he  number o f  subs tan t i a l  houses b u i l t  f o r  shoe- 
f a c t o r y  owners and 1 ocal businessmen and pro fess iona l  s. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  
Brockton conta ins comparat ive ly  few middle-c lass suburban s ing le - fam i l y  
houses f o r  t he  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  the  per iod;  n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  1900 d i d  
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neighborhoods o f  comfor tab le  s ing1 e - f am i l y  houses develop. Rather, 
f o r  t he  years  be fo re  1900, many midd le -c lass  f a m i l i e s  seem t o  have 
l i v e d  i n  two- fami ly  houses, o f  which many ve ry  subs tan t i a l  and w e l l  
d e t a i l e d  examples were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1800s and '90s. The most common 
house form f o r  work ing t o  m idd le -c lass  housing was t he  two-and-a-half 
s t o r y ,  gable- roofed s i d e h a l l  p l an  two- fami ly  house w i t h  two-s to ry  
square bay on t h e  facade. The e a r l i e s t  o f  these were b u i l t  w i t h  l a t e  
I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l i n g ,  b u t  t h e  fo rm remained popu la r  through the  end 
o f  t h e  per iod ,  so S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen Anne examples abound as w e l l .  
Whi le most houses o f  t h a t  t ype  a r e  m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  dwe l l i ngs ,  a  
number o f  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses w i t h  t h e  same form were a l s o  b u i l t .  
Around 1895 and c o n t i n u i n g  through t h e  end o f  the  per iod,  l a r g e  
numbers o f  Queen Anne and Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  three-deckers were b u i l t  
i n  Brockton, e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Monte110 and a long Main S t r e e t  south t o  
Campello. D i r e c t l y  a long Main S t ree t ,  some f l a t - r o o f e d  e a r l y  wooden 
tenements were a1 so b u i  1  t i n  t he  1880s and '90s. I n  o u t l y i n g  areas, 
cot tages , most o f  them s tand ing  a  s to ry -and-a-ha l f  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  
a t t i c  space below t h e  gable,  remained an impor tan t  modest house 
form through t he  t u r n  o f  t h e  century ;  most p e r i o d  cot tages have Queen 
Anne o r  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  d e t a i l i n g ,  a l though a  few gambrel-roofed 
Sh ing le  S t y l e  co t tages  were a l s o  b u i l t .  Brockton i s  no tab le  f o r  i t s  
many e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  Eas t lake-der ived  Queen Anne two- fami ly  
houses; many Brockton Queen Anne houses i nco rpo ra te  p i c k e t  f r e i z e s ,  
t e r r a c o t t a  c r e s t i n g ,  e l abo ra te  window t reatment ,  and a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s i d i n g  ma te r i a l s ,  w i t h  pa t t e rned  sh ing les ,  d iapered work, c lapboards, 
s t i c kwo rk  and gouged and i n c i s e d  t r i m  used i n  a  deco ra t i ve  manner 
unequal led i n  eas te rn  Massachusetts. B rock ton ' s  three-deckers a r e  a l s o  
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  forms, bo th  f l  a t - r oo fed  and gable- 
roofed,  and i n  t h e  use o f  pa t t e rned  s h i n g l e  ( u s u a l l y  i n  bands) which 
they  e x h i b i t ,  demonstrat ing i n f l uences  f rom bo th  Boston and Worcester 
i n  t he  development o f  three-decker  types.  Another no tab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
development o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  manner i n  which t he  Craftsman s t y l e  
found ready acceptance i n  Brockton; a  g r e a t  many o f  Brock ton 's  l a r g e s t  
and most p re ten t i ous  houses ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  those a1 ong West Elm, 
Moraine, Ash and Belmont S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  western h a l f  o f  town) i nco rpo ra te  
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and i nnova t i ve  d e t a i l i n g  i n  t h e  A r t s  and C r a f t s  manner 
w i t h  many w e l l  d e t a i l e d  a r c h i  tec t -des igned  houses w i t h  stucco, t i l e  
r oo f s ,  f i n i s h  and wel l -d isposed Manner is t  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l s  b u i l t  i n  
t he  years a f t e r  1900. A lso no tab le  a r e  severa l  l a t e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  
mansions i n c l u d i n g  t he  Richardsonian Romanesque Douglas House and a  
few very  l a v i s h l y  f i n i s h e d  b r i c k  and frame Queen Anne houses o f  t he  
1880s, t h e  work o f  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  Wesley Lyng Minor, a r c h i t e c t  f o r  many 
o f  Brock ton 's  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  residences. Whi le apartment b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
n o t  numerous, a  few i nnova t i ve  examples, no tab l y  t h e  Checkertown and 
Chesston b u i l d i n g s  ( 1  902, W i l  1  iam A. Dykeman) w i t h  unusual polygonal 
p lans (pa ten ted  by t h e  a r c h i t e c t )  t o  p rov ide  maximum 1  i g h t  and a i r ,  were 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Brockton con ta ins  a  l a r g e  number o f  imposing l a t e  
19 th  cen tu ry  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  many t h e  work o f  Boston a r c h i t e c t  
J. Wi l l i ams Beal w i t h  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  by noted Boston f i r m s  as we l l  as 
impor tan t  l o c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  These i n c l u d e  a  number o f  frame churches, 
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with Queen Anne and Shingle Style  churches b u i l t  in the l a t e  1880s 
and 1890s f o r  Baptist ,  Universal i s t ,  and Congregational churches; 
most of these have suffered considerable a l t e r a t i on  since construction. 
More substantial  brick and stone churches were bu i l t  in the 1890s and 
through the end of the period f o r  Episcopal, Methodist and Roman 
Cathol i c  parishes; these have understandably survived in much be t t e r  
condition. Only one important church of the period has been l o s t ,  
the grani te  Richardsonian Romanesque F i r s t  Congregational church. 
The most imposing of those s t i l l  standing include the Gothic Revival 
Saint  Paul ' s  Episcopal (1 893, Cram, Wentworth and Ferguson) , the 
Central Methodist (1900, J .  Williams Beal),  a yellow brick Romanesque 
building, the  Gothic Revival Saint  Edward's (1912, Maginnis and Walsh) 
and the Renaissance Revival Saint  Pa t r i ck ' s  (1912, Charles R .  Greco) . 
Also dating from the period a r e  the Brockton City Hall (1892-94, 
Wesley L .  Minor), Plymouth County Courthouse (1891, J .  Wi 11 iams Beal ) , 
Post Office (1898, J .  K.  Taylor) ,  Brockton Library (1912, N. C.  Smith), 
the Armory (1900) and several monuments, the  most imposing of which 
i s  the Snow Monument (1902). Perhaps more notable than Brockton's 
many architect-designed public and pr ivate  ins t i tu t iona l  buildings 
a re  i t s  surviving u t i l i t a r i a n  ins t i tu t iona l  buildings, spec i f i ca l ly ,  
i t s  schools and f i r e  s t a t i ons :  Brockton re ta ins  an outstanding 
col lec t ion of these ea s i l y  outmoded buildings, often sacr i f iced t o  
progress. Par t icular ly  noteworthy i s  the E l l i s  Bre t t  School (1892), a 
two-and-a-ha1 f s to ry ,  hi p-roofed Renaissance Revival /Queen Anne 
building with cross-gabled end ~ a v i l l i o n s ;  while the design i s  typical 
f o r  schools of the period, the Bret School i s  unusual in t h a t  i t  i s  
a ra re  surviving example in wood of t h i s  normally masonry-constructed 
type. Most other period schools (approximately four surviving) a r e  of 
brick in e i t he r  the Romanesque or Renaissance Revival and date from the 
1880s and '90s. The number of f i r e  s t a t ions  surviving i s  a l so  unusual, 
with some half dozen mansard-roofed, two-story brick s ta t ions  in very 
plain Romanesque Revival designs of the 1880s through 1900 standing across 
the c i t y .  

Commercial : Among Brockton ' s  most s ign i f i can t  surviving resources 
a re  i t s  l a t e  19th century commercial blocks; a s  the only c i t y  in Plymouth 
County, Brockton was the regional focus of major commercial a c t i v i t y  
a t  the end of the 19th century and despi te  the loss  of portions of the 
Main S t r ee t  commercial area t o  recent renewal e f f o r t s ,  much of the c i t y ' s  
commercial a rch i tec tu re ,  a rch i tec tu ra l ly  and numerical l y  the most 
imposing and the  l a rges t  such group in the county, survives. Standing 
commercial buildings include a number of three-story brick Romanesque 
Revival and Panel Brick buildings of the  1870s and '80s along with an 
equal number of three- and four-story red and yellow brick Renaissance 
and Richardsonian Romanesque buildings of the l a t e  1880s and 1890s. 
While some of the t r ad i t i ona l l y  elaborate commercial s t y l e s  of the l a t e  
19th century a r e  missing ( spec i f i c a l l y ,  the High Victorian Gothic), 
Brockton's commercial blocks, many of them architect-designed, a r e  
nonetheless highly wrought and decorative examples of t h e i r  s t y l e s .  
Par t icular ly  notable a r e  the many buildings by J .  Williams Beal, whose 
commercial work in Brockton cons t i tu tes  a major archi tec tura l  body; 
a1 though based in Boston, Beal was ac t ive  in Brockton from 1889 through 
1935. The Campel l o  sect ion,  a1 though secondary (both h i s to r ica l ly  and 
archi tec tura l  l y )  t o  the  commercial center  a t  Main and Belmont S t ree t s ,  
r e ta ins  a more cohesive cotrunercial s t ree tscape of one and two-story 
modest s torefronts .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  Al though many o f  Brock ton 's  shoe f a c t o r i e s  have been 
demolished, a  g r e a t  many s t i l l  s tand, e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Monte l lo .  Whi le 
t he re  a re  except ions,  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  shoe- factory  form can be def ined;  
t h i s  i s  a  t h r e e  t o  f i v e - s t o r y  frame s t r u c t u r e  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  appearance 
w i t h  a broad gab1 e  roo f ,  r a i s e d  basement w i t h  ent rance a t  t he  f i r s t  
f l o o r ,  square s t a i r  tower and l o n g  ranges o f  sash windows. O f  t h i s  type, 
a t  l e a s t  a  h a l f  dozen examples s u r v i v e  apparen t l y  i n t a c t .  Also da t i ng  
f rom the  p e r i o d  a r e  severa l  more formal  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d i n g  
a  Romanesque, two-s to ry  Edison S t a t i o n  (1883), one-story  Romanesque 
sewage pumping s t a t i o n  w i t h  corner  tower (1893, W .  S. Johnson), Panel 
B r i c k  t r o l l e y  barns (1895) f o r  t he  Eastern Massachusetts S t r e e t  Railway 
and Romanesque Reviva l  v i aduc t s  i n  g r a n i t e  f o r  t h e  Old Colony r a i l w a y  
(1896).  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1  915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Abandonment o f  i n t e r u r b a n  t r o l l e y  rou tes  du r i ng  1920s and convers ion 
o f  l o c a l  s t r e e t  c a r  s e r v i c e  t o  buses du r i ng  1930s. Improvement o f  l o c a l  
roads as r e g i o n a l  au to  highways w i t h  pr imary nor th /sou th  a x i s  as Route 28 
(Montel lo-Main S t r e e t s )  and east/west connectors through c e n t r a l  business 
d i s t r i c t  as Route 27 (Crescent-Pleasant-North Pea r l ) ,  Route 123 (Center-  
Belmont S t r e e t s )  and Route 37 (Howard S t r e e t ) .  Estab l ishment  o f  l o c a l  
park  system (D.  W.  F i e l d  Park) w i t h  auto parkway a long Sa i l sbu ry  R i v e r  
t o  Broc k ton Reservo i r  (Avon) d u r i n g  1930s. 

B. Popu la t ion :  

A f t e r  a  1920 peak o f  66,254 t h e  f i r s t  i ns tance  o f  popu la t i on  d e c l i n e  
i n  Brock ton 's  h i s t o r y  occurred, popu la t i on  down t o  62,353 i n  1940. 
Fore ign born p o p u l a t i o n  dropped t o  14,275 i n  1930 w i t h  t h e  same bas ic  
e t h n i c  m ix  as i n  1915. Between 1915 and 1930 two more synagogues were 
es tab l i shed ,  one on Bryan t  near Center and one on West Elm. Except f o r  
a  s l i g h t  inc rease  i n  1945 t h e  pos t  World War I 1  popu la t i on  remained 
a t  191 5  l e v e l s  u n t i l  1955 when l a r g e  sca le  growth began again.  Un l i ke  
o the r  Plymouth County towns t h e r e  was more growth i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1955-65 
than 1965-75. 

C. Set t lement :  

Continued r e s i d e n t i a l  development on pe r i phe ry  of c i t y  cen te r .  Post 
World War I 1  suburban development a long  Torrey S t r e e t  i n  t he  west and 
on East Ashland S t r e e t  t o  the  east .  

D. Economic Base: 

Brock ton 's  shoe i n d u s t r y ,  f l u s h  w i t h  World War I m i l i t a r y  con t rac t s ,  
con t inued  t o  expand. K e i t h ' s  No. 3  f a c t o r y  produced over  one m i l l i o n  
Walk-Over shoes f o r  t he  U.S. Army. By 1924, t h e  va lue  o f  boot  and shoe 
products  was double t h a t  of 1910, amounting t o  63.1% o f  t h e  t o t a l  va lue 
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o f  manufactured products .  (Cu t  s tock  and 1  eather  f i n d i n g s  amounted t o  
another  16%.) Al though some new f a c t o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred i n  the  
e a r l y  '20s, t h e  peak o f  t h e  shoe i n d u s t r y  ou tpu t  can be dated from 
census f i g u r e s  t o  1920. I n  t h a t  yea r  39 boot  and shoe manufacturers 
produced $02,538,072 wor th  o f  footwear .  Therea f te r ,  t he  f i g u r e  s t e a d i l y  
dec l ined .  Between 1919 and 1929, l o c a l  p roduc t i on  was o f f  49%. 

Var ious f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  dec l ine ,  p a r t  o f  a  general  move- 
ment f e l t  throughout  t h e  New England shoe i n d u s t r y :  s t a t e s  ou t s i de  
New England o f f e r e d  cheap, unorganized l a b o r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t a x  
abatements. Other companies i n c r e a s i n g l y  f e l t  t h e  pressure o f  compet i t i on  
f rom f i r m s  w i t h  more modern p roduc t i on  techniques. Lack o f  f o r e s i g h t  
on the  p a r t  o f  Brockton manufacturers  was a l s o  blamed. 

By 1940, though t h r e e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  shoe manufactur ing concerns 
i n  t h e  U.S. were s t i l l  i n  Brockton, t he  va lue  o f  shoe p roduc t ion  had 
dropped t o  41% o f  t h e  t o t a l  manufactured product,  o r  $14.1 m i l l  i on ,  
represented by 10 percen t  o f  t h e  manufactur ing f i r m s  i n  t he  c i t y .  
The p roduc t ion  o f  boot  and shoe c u t  s tock  and f i n d i n g s  had a c t u a l l y  
r i s e n ,  1924-40 (1  6% t o  29%) as a  percentage o f  t he  c i t y ' s  gross 
manufactured product ,  w h i l e  t h e  number o f  f i  rms producing remained 
about t h e  same. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  Whi le r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  slowed du r i ng  t he  Ea r l y  
Modern per iod ,  some c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p lace.  I t  i s  1  i k e l y  t h a t  f o r  
c e r t a i n  types o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( n o t a b l y  mu1 t i p 1  e - f am i l y  dwe l l  i n g s )  , 
s t y l e s  and forms in t roduced a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  Late I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  
remained c u r r e n t  i n t o  t h e  1920s; thus, i t  i s  probabl t h a t  a  number o f  
s imp le r  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  three-deckers and two-fami 1  i e s  (such as those 
a t  Mon te l l o  and Campello) were cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  E a r l y  Modern per iod .  
H ip - roo fed  co t tages  w i t h  r a i s e d  ha1 f - s t o r y  r ubb le  basements, cen te r  
entrances, kneewall porches and dormers were b u i l t  i n  some numbers on 
t h e  o u t e r  edges o f  es tab l  i shed r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods and a1 ong 
o u t l y i n g  roads (such as East, Ashland, Nor th  Cary, West Chestnut, 
Linwood and Rockland S t r e e t s ) .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  no tab le  a r e  Brock ton 's  
bungalows, o f  which perhaps a  dozen we1 1  -developed examples w i t h  
stucco f i n i s h ,  r u b b l e  basements, exposed r a f t e r s  and porch framing, 
s tand across t h e  town ( a t  l e a s t  a  few o f  these undoubtedly da te  f rom t h e  
La te  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ) .  Examples of t y p i c a l  suburban a r c h i t e c t u r e  
o f  t h e  1920s a r e  l e s s  common, b u t  Dutch Co lon ia l ,  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  and 
Tudor Reviva l  houses o f  some q u a l i t y  were cons t ruc ted  i n  the  western 
h a l f  o f  town i n  es tab l i shed  e l i t e  neighborhoods. A t  l e a s t  one abor ted 
s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  1920s ( w i t h  we1 1  d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  Tudor Revival  houses) 
i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t  sou th  o f  Pleasant S t r e e t  a t  Brockton Heights .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Comparat ively few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were con- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern pe r i od .  Those b u i l d i n g s  cons t ruc ted  i nc l ude  
S a i n t  Margare t ' s  Church ( 1  923, Maginnis and Wal sh) , a Lombard Romanesque 
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  War Memorial B u i l d i n g  (1929, J. H. R i t c h i e  and 
Assoc ia tes) ,  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  Beaux-Arts c l a s s i c a l  b u i l d i n g ,  a  
one-story  neoc lass ica l  ba th  house (1  927) a t  Monte l lo ,  t h e  Y .W.C.A. 
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X I .  

7 91 8, A1 1  en and Co l l  i n s )  , a  Georgian Revival  b u i l  d i n g  and the  
Y .M .H .A. ( c  . 1935), a  t h r e e - s t o r y  ModerneIRomanesque b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  . 

Commercial: Un l i ke  most towns i n  eas te rn  Massachusetts, Brockton 
con ta ins  severa l  Moderne commercial b u i l d i n g s  i n  i t s  downtown; these 
i nc l ude  the  Cook B u i l d i n g  (1927, W .  F. Bar low) ,  a  t h ree -s to r y  c a s t  
stone b u i l d i n g  w i t h  s t y l  i z e d  Goth ic  Revival  d e t a i l  i ng ,  the Mont- 
gomery Ward b u i l d i n g  ( c .  1934), a  t h ree -s to r y  concrete b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  exuberant A r t  Deco molded r e l i e f  a t  the  corn ice ,  and Almy's 
( 1  935, J . W i l l  iams Beal and Sons) , a  t h ree -s to r y  Moderne b u i l d i n g  
i n  l imes tone  w i t h  rounded corner  bay. Also s u r v i v i n g  from the  
pe r i od  i s  a  smal l ,  concrete Moderne gas s t a t i o n  w i t h  a  stepped tower 
w i t h  g lass  b l ock  d e t a i l ;  t h i s  stands oppos i te  t he  Wales Home on 
Main S t r e e t  a t  Monte l lo .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Brockton ' s  survey i s  thorough ly  documented, s t y l  i s  t i c a l  l y  accurate 
and seems t o  adequately i d e n t i f y  most s u r v i v i n g  resources o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
and a r c h i  t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Lesser commercial s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t he  
20th cen tu ry  a re  somewhat over looked ( i  .e., Moderne gas s t a t i o n  on 
Main S t r e e t  w i t h  d i n e r  nearby) as i s  more modest 20th cen tu ry  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  (bungalows) . P a r t i c u l a r l y  no tab le  a re  
Brock ton 's  Queen AnneIEastl ake two- fami ly  houses, the A r t s  and C ra f t s  
houses o f  t he  west s ide,  i t s  l a t e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  schools and f i r e  
s t a t i o n s  and l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  commercial b u i l d i n g s .  

Special  no te :  Brockton c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t  r e t a i n s  a  s i q -  
n i  f i c a n t  number o f  La te  I n d u s t r i  a1 and E a r l y  Modern pa in ted  commercial 
wa l l  s igns  (Ghost Signs) on the  s ides  o f  b r i c k  business b locks 
a long  Main S t r e e t  ax i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  landmark "5$ Coca-Cola ".example. 
These should be noted as an h i s t o r i c  resource o f  unusual s u r v i v a l  . 

I n d u s t r i a l  : Brock ton 's  c i t y  survey Iias i d e n t i f i e d  15 i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  11 o f  them shoe o r  shoe-re la ted f a c t o r i e s .  Since the 
survey was conducted, t h ree  ( t h e  P ie rce  Block,  MHC #25; the  Packard 
& Fie1 d  Factory ,  #50; and the  Low Box Factory ,  #132) have been 
demo1 i shed. Many o f  t he  s i t e s  a re  inadequate ly  i d e n t i f i e d ,  and 1  i ttl e  
e f f o r t  has been made t o  assess the  r e l a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
p l a n t s .  The reconnaissance survey i d e n t i f i e d  about 30 a d d i t i o n a l  
shoe o r  l e a t h e r - r e l a t e d  f a c t o r i e s ,  a lmost  a1 1  d a t i n g  f rom the  Late 
I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od .  A  complete survey w i l l  be necessary t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  
eva l  uate s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e s .  Specia l  a t t e n t i o n  shoul d  be g iven  
t o  pre-1870 f a c t o r i e s ,  i f  any su rv i ve .  Impor tan t  p a r t s  o f  the  two 
l a r g e s t  shoe companies, the W .  L .  Douglas Shoe Co., i n  Monte l lo ,  and 
the  George E. K e i t h  Co. i n  Campel 1  o, should be f u r t h e r  s tud ied ,  as 
should the  Douglas Block (MHC #118), p a r t  o f  the  f i r s t  Douglas f a c t o r y  
a t  P leasant  and Nor th  Warren S t ree t s ,  f rom which the  "3 -Do l la r  Shoe" 
made i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n .  The F i e l d  and F l  i n t  f a c t o r y  
(760 N. Mon te l l o )  i s  be1 ieved  t o  have been a  p ioneer  i n  the rep lace-  
ment o f  overhead 1  i n e  s h a f t i n g  by smal l  i n d i v i d u a l  e l e c t r i c  motors 
a t  each machine. 

I n  the  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  the  19 th  cen tu ry ,  Brockton made impor tan t  
innova t ions  i n  bo th  sewage t rea tment  and e l e c t r i c i t y  genera t ion  and 
t ransmiss ion .  Both the  1893 sewage pumping s t a t i o n  (MHC #99) and the  
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1883 Edison p l a n t  (#51)  should be cons idered f o r  NR des igna t ion .  

X I I .  

Developmental Pressures: In tense  c o m e r c i a l  and suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  
expansion a long  Route 24 expressway c o r r i d o r .  Development i s  most 
obvious a t  Route 27 j u n c t i o n  a t  Brockton Heights  which has complete ly  
overwhelmed remain ing a g r i c u l t u r a l  landscape and d i r e c t l y  pressures 
u t i l i t y  o f  D. W .  F i e l d  Park (Oak, Pleasant,  Nor th  Pearl  S t r e e t s ) .  
Simi 1 a r  expansion i s  e v i d e n t  a t  Route 123 j u n c t i o n  (Belmont S t r e e t )  
a t  Marshal l  Corner, a long  Route 28 a x i s  (South Main S t r e e t )  a f f e c t i n g  
h i s t o r i c  suburban d i s t r i c t  o f  Campello, and a t  East  Ashland-Cary j u n c t i o n  
a t  T rou t  Brook. O r i g i n a l  Sa i l sbu ry  R i ve r  m i l l  s i t e  has been complete ly  
c l ea red  o f  a u t h e n t i c  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  (Grove-Crescent S t r e e t s ) ,  w h i l e  
c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t  has s u f f e r e d  bo th  urban renewal and arson 
problems a long  Main-Monte110 S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r .  Secondary commercial 
d i s t r i c t s  a t  Monte1 l o  and Campel l o  remain, s t a b l e  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  
i n t a c t ,  w h i l e  commercial development a1 ong secondary c o r r i d o r s  of  
Belmont, Center and Crescent S t r e e t s  have eroded surrounding r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhoods. L ikewise,  these i n n e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  have 
s u f f e r e d  f rom gradual abandonment and decay w i t h  i s o l a t e d  evidence of  
urban arson. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  o u t l y i n g  suburban d i s t r i c t s  remain a c t i v e  
development areas which t h rea ten  s u r v i v i n g  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s .  
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