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MHC R E m I S S A N a  SURVEY RErCWT 

IXIE: 1984 COkMLNl'IY: Barnstable 

Barns table is located in the central portion of Cape Cod in what is often 
called the Mid-Cape area. The township is bounded by Cape Cod Bay on the 
north and Nantucket Sound to the south. Yarmouth forms i t s  eastern boundary 
with Sandwich to the northwest and Mashpee to the southwest. Bpographically, 
Barns table is divided by the Sandwich Wraine in the north and the Mashpee 
&twash Plan in the southern port ion of town, a ridge across the ent i re  
northern ha1 f of town in an east/west direction. Fran the ridge the land 
slopes davnward in a northerly direction t o  Cape Cod Bay. Land surfaces in  
this area a re  irregular,  ranging fran heights of 100 to 200 feet in the 
moraine area to sea level along the shore. In general, so i l s  to the north of 
the moraine are the most f e r t i l e  and most rocky. Stone walls are  mmon in 
this  area, but not so in the southern portion of tam.  Southof the Sandwich 
Wraine, the l%kshpee a twash  Plain forms an undulating surface, sloping 
downward to the Nantucket Sound. Land surfaces in th i s  area average 50 feet 
or  less.  In general, s o i l s  a re  sandy in upland areas with rich loam around 
ponds and in valleys. Forests in Barnstable are also divided by moraine and 
outwash plain areas. Hi1 l y  moraine areas a re  characterized chiefly by oak, 
while other forested areas are pitch pine and oak. 

Drainage in Barns table is characterized by numerous freshwater p d s  , lakes, 
streams, and r ivers  draining to various saltwater bays and estuaries north and 
south of the Sandwich Wraine. Nos t ponds and lakes, particularly the major 
ones, l i e  south of the Sandwich Moraine on the outwash plain. Several k e t t l e  
hole ponds are  also present there. Major ponds and lakes include Wequaquet 
Lake, Sa l low P d ,  Long Pcnd, Garret ts  Pond, Lovells Pond, H a d l i n  Pond, 
Mystic Lake, Middle Pond, and S & a e l  Pond. In a1 1 , Barns table is reported to 
contain more pond and lake acreage than any other township in Barnstable 
County . Beginning along the nor thern shore, sever a1 creeks drain nor ther ly  
into Great Marshes and Barstable Harbor; both areas being enclosed by an 
elongated barrier beach called Sandy Mck extending fran Sanchvich easterly 
across most of the tom. The creeks draining into th i s  harbor include 
Scor ton, Smith , Boat Cave, Spring , Br idge , Br ickyard , Mar aspin, and M i l  1 
creeks. Several bays, harbors, creeks and r ivers  also border Barnstable's 
southern shore an Nantucket Sound. Beginning in the eas t ,  the Santui t River, 
Shoestring my, and Popponesset Bay form a par t ia l  border with Mashpee. East 
of this  area a re  Cotui t Bay, North Bay, and West Bay, with the Marstons M i l  1s 
River a t  the head of North B y .  Cpposite Centerville is Centerville Harbor 
bordered by East Bay and Scudder Bay and the Centervil l e  and Fhnps r ivers .  
Halls Creek l i e s  west of Sunset H i l l  with Stewarts Creek feeding Hyannis 
Harbor to the east .  Finally, Lewis Bay and wannis Inner Harbor form a 
part ia l  border with Ymouth. Great Marsh, a sal tmarsh in Bar- table Harbor, 
is located along the northern town d o r e ,  and smaller s a l  trnarshes a1 so exist  
in the south. 

The town of Barnstable was established in 1639. Subsequent plrchases of land 
in the 1640s extended local te r r i tory  to the east and west, establishing the 



nor thside boundary with Yarmuth along M i l  1 Creek, and the western border with 
Sandwich (confirmed 1672). Southwest native purchase in 1648 led to boundary 
d i s p t e s ,  resolved in 1658. Iiyamis area plrchase of 1664 established 
southeast boundary with Yarmouth. Centerville area was purchased in 1680. 
Southwest bounds with Mashpee were adjusted in 1795 and 1894. Western 
boundary with Sandwich was a1 tered in 1916. 

Barns table is a resort c o m i t y ,  a regional comnercial center, and the county 
seat of Barnstable County. bca ted  on primary east-west overland corridors, 
the town spans the width of Cape Cod with extensive coasts on both Cape Cod 
Bay and Nantucket Sound. Many coastal and gmd-side native s i t e  
concentratims are replted to ex is t .  Firs t  Bropean settlement occurred in 
1639 on b t h r o p  H i l l  a t  IWtakeese1l region on north side a t  Barnstable Harbor, 
with f i r s t  meetinghouse s i t e  established by 1646, and first m i l l  location a t  
Marstons M i l l s  ca. 1653. Importance of Barnstable Village as a regional 
acfninistrative center was established in 1685 with creation of Barnstable 
County. Dispersed 17th and 18th century agricultural  s e t  tlement concentrated 
on north side, with secondary West Parish focus created in 1715. Early 19th 
century prosperity from fishing, saltmaking, shipbuilding, and shipping 
s t imla ted  south side vi l  lage developnent a t  Cotui t , 0s tervil  l e ,  Centervil l e ,  
and especially Hyannis. 

Mid-19th century rail connections served the north side,  but southern branch 
terminus a t  Hyamis assured its subsequent growth as  the primary local center, 
and as a south shore port of regional importance. Late 19 th century 
development of the south s ide coast intensi fied with the r i s e  of the resort  
carmunities, including high incane concentrations a t  Iiyamisport and Wianno, 
Christian camp met ing  a t  Craigville,  and 20th century estate  d i s t r i c t  a t  
0 s  tervil  l e  Grand Island. Dispersed la te  19th century cranberry bog 
development and West Barnstable brickworks drew Portuguese and Finnish 
imnigrant laborer popllations . Resort boom and expansion of Hyannis as a 
regional camnercial center continued with establishment of Route 28 automobile 
corridor. 

Intensive postwar developnent has continued, with ampletion of high-speed 
Route 6 corridor, expansicm of regional shopping mall concentration a t  Route 
132/Route 28 intersection, and widespread suburban developnent. k r e  recent 
grwth  has included concentrated condominium development along West Main 
Street Hyamis, and a t  a t e r v i l l e  Center. a n t r i f i c a t i o n  has preserved 18th 
and 19th century fabric and scale  along m u t e  6A corridor in the north, 
although intensive oomnercial developnent has taken place a t  Barnstable 
Vi1 lage. Wch of the h is tor ic  south coast resort landscape remains intact ,  
with par t ia l ly  preserved mid-19th century vil lage centers. Br ly autanobile 
oriented Hyannis Main Street comnercial center also survives. 

A. Transportation mutes  

Several reported Native Aner ican t r a i l s  a re  present. The major east/west 
t r a i l  in  the northern portion of town skirted the southern border of Great 
Marshes and Earns table Harbor in the general area of Route 6A. The major 
nortNsouth t r a i l  wmt fran Barnstable Harbor t o  Hyannis in the area of Mary 
Jhnn %ad. Trails in the south prdably  followed the shoreline around 
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Nantucket Sound through Cotuit , Centerville, and Hyamis. Interior t r a i l s  
reportedly extended fran the Brnstable  Harbor to Jdyannis and Sandwich to 
Hyannis t r a i l s .  

Population 

Since permnent Ehropean settlements m r e  not present in the Brnstable  area 
during thecontact  period, European populations were transient only. L i t t l e  
direct evidence is present an which systematic projections of Mt ive  Anerican 
populations can be made. However, known s i t e  locations and ethnohistorical 
sources indicate that a considerable Native Anerican popla t ion  may have 
existed in  the Barnstable area, particularly a lmg the northern and southern 
shores. Some contact between Native h e r  icans and Ehropeans undoubtedly took 
place as  European explorers and fishermen frequented the area lang before 
settlement . In addition, direct and indirect contact probably existed between 
Barnstable area Native Anericans and TXltch and lhglish traders who traded from 
the  Mtuxcet Post area in present-day Bourne north of Falrnouth m kzzards 
Bay. Evidence also indicates these populations were devastated a t  the end of 
the Contact period (ca. 1616) by epidemics or plagues. 

C. Settlement Pattern 

Native Anericans had set t led the Barnstable area for some time prior to 
European contact. Speci f ica l ly ,  numerous Late Woodland period ar t i fac ts  are 
noted in the the Wssachusetts Historical Camission s i t e  f i l e s ,  provenienced 
generally within the town and for the Sandy Neck, Cotuit , Hyannisport , and 
Wannis areas. In addition, known Late Woodland period s i t e s  a re  also present 
in Barnstable. At least nine Late Woodland period s i t e s  are known for the 
Sandy Mck area. Along the Nantucket sound shore, Late Woodland period s i t e s  
are also known in thecenterv i l le  River/Craigville area as well as along East 
b y ,  Cotui t Bay and Popponesset Bay. In general , La te  Woodland period s i t e s  
exhibit a s i t e  locational preference for coastal areas or bays and estuaries 
along both northern and southern shores. Hawever, this  preference could 
simply be the resul t  of the underrepresentation of s i t e s  rather than actual 
s i t e  preferences. Inland areas, par t icular ly on ponds, creeks, and r ivers ,  
should also cmta in  s i t e s .  

l\b evidence exists a t  present to identify specific Contact period vil lages in 
Barnstable. Indian vil lages are often mentioned, but rarely i f  ever are e w c t  
locations given.Brly in the 17th century an account is given in h u r t  I s  

Relation (Heath 1963: 69)  of a journey made by ten Plymouth men in search of a 
10s t boy. The ten men met M t ive  h e r  icans a t  (Xrrmaquid or Ehrns table seeking 
l o b t e r s  in  the harbor and subsequently went with them to their  vi l lage where 
they met the local sachan, Iyanough. 

While ewct  vil lage locations a re  mknown, Mt ive  Anerican place names provide 
clues to the extent to  h i c h  Native Anericans either inhabited or used the 
Earnstable area. I6r example, the name for the Earnstable townshipwas 
Mat tacheese or Mat  takeeset , embracing both the Barns table and Yarmouth area. 
Barnstable Harbor was or iginal ly  called by its native name, Chumquid Harbor. 
Other Native Anerican land t r ac t s  in the Barns table area have been referred to 
a s  I y a ~ o u g h ' s ,  Cheekwaquet, Skunkanuck, Coatuit, Mistic, Cotocheeset, 
Skanton, and lhmahepaseakon (Freeman 1869: 248). 

Thus, known Late Woodland period s i t e  loca tions , ethraohis tor ical  sources , and 
Native Anerican place names together p w i d e  evidence for extensive use of 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Barnstable



coastal areas by local native populations. Native settlement of the 
Barnstable area appears to follow trends in other regional areas of 
preferences for coastal areas such as t idal  r ivers ,  estuaries,  and pands. 
Inland s i t e  areas m y  be indicated by Mtive  h e r i c a n  place names for ponds 
and r ivers  and t r a i l s  through these areas. Coastal s i t e  locations are most 
often near extensive shel l f ish beds and in areas of anadranous fish runs. 

D. Subsistence Pat tern 

Since mropean settlements were not present in the Barnstable area during this  
period, European subsistence probably followed that of the Native Anerican 
inhabitants in the area. While sane food was mdoubtedly carried with early 
explorers, traders,  and fishermen, the bulk of their  subsistence was  probably 
secured through hunting, fishing, and the gathering of wild plants,  she l l f i sh ,  
and the trading, s teal ing,  or purchase of agricultural  products (corn, beans, 
e tc .  ) fran the local PJa t ive  h e r  icans . 
Native h e r  ican subs is tence dur ing the Contact period in the b r n s  table area 
was probably s i m i l a r  to that practiced in other Cape areas. The corrbined use 
of wild and danestic food resources formed the basis of the subsistence 
systen. I t  is unlmown a t  present exactly when horticulture was introduced to 
the PJa t ive he r i cans  in the Cape area. However, by the Contact period 
sufficient quantit ies of corn, beans, and squash were being produced for 
storage and at  times for sa le  or trade to Ihglish se t t l e r s .  Shellfishing, 
fishing, and hunting were also important subsistence pursuits. In Barnstable, 
most of the Late Modland period s i t e  locations, Mt ive  h e r i c a n  place names 
and suspected vi l lage areas are near extensive shel l f ish beds and areas of 
anadranous fish runs. In Barnstable, along the Mntucket Sound, several large 
areas of shell fish concentrations are present. Anmg than, Popponesset Bay is 
one of the larger and presently more productive areas, containing mixed 
shel l f ish beds as well a s  concentrations of soft  shelled clam (w arenaria),  
quahaug (Mercenar ia rnercenar ia)  , oys ter ( Crassos t rea virginica) and bay 
scallop (Argopectin irradians). Cotuit Bay, North Bay, East Bay, and West Bay 
contain similar shell  f ish poplat ions to Poppnesset Bay but with m r e  mixed 
beds. Lewis Bay contains s i m i l a r  mixed shel l f ish populations with more oyster 
and scallop. 

Along the Cape Cod Bay Barns table shoreline shell  f ish beds are  also found 
throughout the Sandy &ck/J3arns table Harbor area. However, these beds are 
presently not as rich as those in the southern area of the township. Soft 
shelled clams and quahaugs are found in shore1 ine areas. Som mussels 
(Mytilus edulis) is also present. In addition to she l l f i sh  beds, the southern 
coastline of Barnstable presently contains the greatest &er of anadratnous 
fish ms as well. AZewi fe runs may be found in the Santui t River to Santui t 
Pond, in the Mars tons M i  11s River to Mystic Lake, Middle Pond, H a h l i n  Pond, 
and M~ddy Pond, and in the Centervil l e  River to Long Pond and Wequaquet Lake. 
1Uunerous runs my also have existed in other areas as well. Adiammd-back 
tenapin tu r t l e  popla t ion  is also present in the Sandy Mck area and would 
have provided a valuable food source. Scortons Creek also connects with 
Barnstable Harbor and presently supports runs of alewives and sea run trout.  
In freshwater streams and ponds, t rout ,  bass, pickerel , and other species 
would have been available. In saltwater areas such as coves, t ida l  ponds, 
Cape Cod b y ,  Nantucket Sound, and possibly offshore areas, numerous species 
of fish would have been available a t  various times of the year. These species 
included sea bass, s t r iped bass, tautog, bluefish, flounder, cod, haddock, and 
others.  In the Mntucket Sound, p i l lag ic  species such as tuna and swordfish 
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muld also have been available. Sea lramtlals such as whales and seals  would 
also have been present and available along both mrthern and southern shores. 

The wetlands and forested areas of Barnstable prwided numerous species of 
marrmals for hunting. Wolves were present as well as deer, rmskrat, o t t e r s ,  
mink, raccoon, and other furbearers. 

A. Transportation mutes  

Contact period routes renrained in use by natives and IPlropeans as connectors 
between Barnstable communities and surrounding towns. Major roads and t r a i l s  
included the road to Sandwich ( l a t e r  County Fbad) along Cape Cod Bay, the 
-is road off the Sandwich road, the Yarmouth or Mashpee road along 
Nantucket Sound, the l% lmouth road and other inter ior t ra i  1 s skir t ing inter ior 
areas (Wequaque t Lake, e tc  . . 
B. Population 

L i t t l e  evidence is present indicating a Ehropean popla t ion  was present in 
Barnstable prior to 1637. At that t i m ,  the Eachiler settlement a t  Mattakeese 
was made with a church of about s ix  persons. However, this  group may not have 
remained for long. Other settlements were made with conflicting records 
indicating between thirteen and seventeen families by June of 1639. In 1640, 
41 family names appeared on lists of worship in the township of Barnstable 
(IIbwn of Barnstable 1973: 30), more than doubling the s ize  of the settlement 
in less than two years. Over the next th i r ty  years Barns table Is population 
again more than doubled with 89 freemen voters being l is ted in 1670. Thus, 
from resettlement through most of the 17th century, Barnstable's population 
was growing slowly but steadily.  

C. Settlement Pattern 

A debate exists as to exactly when and by whan Barnstable was f i r s t  set t led.  
Some researchers note that the Rev. Stephen Eachiler and h i s  church of about 
s i x  persons set t led the nor theastern por tion of the present town of Barns table 
in 1637 i n  the area then called Mattakeese or Old 'Ibwn. Eachiler and h i s  
group did not stay for long--no one rea l ly  knows how long. Between 1638 and 
1639 more s e t t l e r s  made Mattakeese their  hom under a grant given to W .  
Collicut of Ibrchester in 1638; he voided his  grant when he did not personally 
s e t t l e  in  the area. In 1639, a group of about 17 families was led by the Rev. 
Joseph Hull. However, general concensus at t r ibutes  the f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  
settlement of Barnstable to the Rev. John LDthrop and h i s  cmgregation from 
Sci tuate in 1639. S t i l l ,  i t  should be noted that h e n  Lothrop and h is  group 
arrived, "Barnstable had a name, a population, a minister and provisions for 
protect im and keeping of order" (IIbwn of Barnstable 1976:28). 'Ihe area was 
o f f i c i a l l y  declared Barnstable by a special court in 1641. 

?he i n i t i a l  settlement(s) were focused on the Mattakeese area or Barnstable 
Village in  the northeastern portion of the township. Settlement was mde on 
lands imnediately south of Barns table Harbor and extended in east/wes t 
directions roughly a lmg present -day Mute 6A rmch as it  did in Sandwich. 
Lhtil 1644, settlement was restr ic ted to the northern por t im of the township 
and not in the lb t ive  Anerican lands to the eas t ,  south, and w e s t .  In 1644 
colonists made what was called the "First  Purchase" fran the native Sermk. 
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These lands included the northerly lands of the West Barnstable area on the 
bounds of Sandwich. In 1647 the Second Purchase was made fran the native 
Ngpoyetum vd.lich included the par t ia l ly  occupied lands on the north side of  
town toward the Yarmuth l ine.  The Third Purchase was begun in 1648, but not 
resolved m t i l  1658 fran the Indian Paupmunnuck, Sachem of the South Sea 
Indians. These lands included lands facing Nntucket Sound and the Cotuit 
area. The Fourth Purchase was made in 1644 fram the Sachem Iyanno and 
included wannis , Wannispor t , and the Craigvil l e  area. This l a t t e r  tract 
also included lands on Lewis Wy deeded in  1660 to Nicholas Davis, a Quaker 
trader fran mode Island who became recognized as m e  of the f i r s t  white 
residents of Barnstable 's south shore. Davis was the only private individual 
to plrchase land fran the Indians. Finally, the Fifth Purchase was mde in 
1680 fran the native John Iyaxmo and included the Centerville area. 
Barns table has maintained the same boundaries i t  had when it  concluded the 
Fif th  Purchase fran the natives in 1680. 

For the f i r s t  100 years of &rnstablels  settlement, most settlement was in the 
northern portion of tuwn (West Barnstable and Barnstable Village) s t r m g  out 
in m e  elongated carmunity between Sandwich and Brmxlth roughly along Win 
Street or Mut e 6A. In 1646 a meetinghouse was bui l t  on Lothrop Hi 11 for the 
Barnstable Village cormnmity. Between 1639 and 1677, more than four taverns 
were constructed a lmg  the County Wad in  the vil lage area. 

D. E m a n i c  Base 

Li t t l e  direct evidence exis ts  describing speci f i c  mropean and bhtive Anerican 
econanic ac t  iv i  t i es during this period. Evidence a t  hand indicates husbandry 
and farming were practiced fran the time of i n i t i a l  Ebropean settlement, and 
that fishing and/or seafaring may have been conbined seasonally with farming. 
(Xlttle, sheep, and pigs were important to early s e t t l e r s  as well as rye, 
barley, wheat, and Indian corn. I t  has been said that the first s e t t l e r s  of 
Barns table had abundant food resources including pork, poultry, venison, f i sh ,  
rye, barley, wheat, and Indian corn (Town of Barnstable 1973: 25-28). Since 
animals were present early,  saltmarsh hay ms probably exploited fran an early 
date. Great Salt Marsh adjacent to Barnstable Harbor provided an extensive 
source for s a l t  hay. lhe early Liewis Bay settlenent by Nicholas mvis  was an 
isolated enterprise based on the exploitation of oysters i n  Lewis Bay. Other 
ear ly s e t t l e r s  in the Hyannis and wannis Port area were also primarily 
involved in fishing, par t icular ly before 1700. The first m i l l  a t  Marston's 
M i l l s  was established in 1653. 

A. Transportation Mutes 

Earlier roadways and t r a i l s  continued in use and m r e  local developnent 
continued as well. The County mad was la id out in  1685 a lmg  the old 
Sandwich %ad in the northern portion of town. Several roads were laid out 
fran the County Fbad to Barnstable Harbor pr im to 1686 including Scudder and 
Paverty Lanes and Millway. In 1747, Wannis and wannis Port were linked by a 
p&lic road as well as the Sandwich t o  Hyannis road. I n  Cape Cod Bay, 
Barns table Harbor was also linked with Boston by a packet l ine.  

B. Popla t ion  

At the end of the Plantation period, 89 freanen voters were l is ted (1670) i n  
Barnstable; assuming that freemen voters were heads of families, and five 
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persons per family, there may have been 445 irhabitants or more in  1670. 
Between 1670 and 1765, Barnstable's popla t ion  grw to 2,108 inhabitants, then 
2,610 inhabitants by 1776. Thus, the Colonial period was one of great 
popla t ion  increase in b rns t ab le .  

C. Settlement Pattern 

Settlanent in the northern por t im of town oontinued into the Colonial period 
alang the east/west pattern roughly outlined by Route 6A. In 1717 the West 
Barnstable settlement was set  off fran the Barnstable Village cmmmity and 
the East and West Precincts were established. The West Parish Meetinghouse 
was bui l t  on a small h i l l  off Meetinghouse Way. 

Settlements i n  the southern portion of town did not develop unt i l  well into 
the  Colonial period. The vil lage of Centerville probably had sane settlement 
as early as  1696 on the south side. a t e r v i l l e  had a few families by the 
early 1700s, but in general was sparsely set t led.  Cotui t was set t led la te ;  
lands were divided in 1702 and by 1820 only 20 hanes existed in  the en t i re  
area. Settlement in hhrstons Mills, continued with additicnal m i l l s  and 
vi l lage grmth  in the la te  17th century. At Hyannis, actual residential  
sett lanent did not occur m t i l  1690 in the e a s t e r m s t  cove of k i w i s  Bay. 
Only a handful of houses existed in  th is  area by 1750. Settlement began in  
1696 on the shore of e a n n i s  Port about 1 1/2 miles to the southwest of the 
ea r l i e r  settlement; as la te  as  1796 only 40 houses existed i n  Hyannis and 
Hyannis Port .  

D. Econanic Base 

By the Colonial period, most of the inhabitants of Barnstable were husbanchnen 
and farmers, cant inuing to grow s i m i l a r  crops as those during the Plantation 
period, with the possible addition of more vegetables, particularly anions. 
Merchants were also now comnon, particularly in  the Barnstable Village area. 
By 17 00, several taverns, warehouses and wharves were present along the County 
mad or Route 6A and i t s  s ide roads mainly leading to the north and Barnstable 
Harbor. In 1696 the f i r s t  storehouse in EhrnstableHarbor was bui l t  on 
Rendezvous Creek east  of the present courthouse. Several vharves were buil t 
on Barns table Harbor, par t icular ly off Scudder and Poverty Lanes . PS so, 
several inhabitants were enployed in seafaring trades, fishing, shellfishing, 
and whaling. (basting was rapidly gaining importance in Ifarnstable with farm 
produce, f ish,  firewood, and general merchandise being carried between Boston, 
the Cape, and even the West Indies. A packet l ine was also established 
between Boston and Barnstable. 

Both w i n h i l l s  and waterpowered m i l l s  m r e  now present in the Barnstable 
area. In 1687 awindmill was bui l t  onCobbls or OldMeeting House Hill to  
grind grains. In the southern portion of town, Coodspeeds River or the 
Marstons M i l l s  River was the locus of considerable m i l l  ac t iv i ty ,  eventually 
giving the area i t s  name bhrstons Mills. In 1687 a full ing m i l l  was 
constructed in th is  area followed by an additional m i l l  on the same s i t e  in  
1704 or 1705. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: The town includes several houses said to date fran the 
seventeenth century. A portion of the Sturgis Library is said to be the 
oldest in the town, bui 1 t for Fkv. Jahn Lo throp, and originally 2 1 x 2 9 feet , 
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two rooms deep, with a chinney on the west wall , and sal tbox form; la te r  
addi t ims  were made to the west, raising the f r m t ,  then rear ,  to a fu l l  two 
stor ies .  Those that follow the traditional s a l t  box form include the 1660 
John Gorham house that was la te r  raised to symnetrical gable form and the 1690 
John Gorfiarn house, both in Barns table Village , and the 1683 four-bay John 
Jenkins house in W e s t  Brnstable .  Those that were cnly 1 6 1/2 stories in 
height include in"1670 Crocker house in West Barnstable, the 1680 Hanson 
Tavern/Jacquel ine Cottage and the 1690 three bay John Dinmock house, both in 
Barnstable Village, and Goodspeed house in Marstan M i l l s  said to date to 
1653. the eighteenth century the Cape Cod house was the ms t cormon type 
here, 1 6 1/2 s to r i e s  in height under a symnetrical gable roof with an 
interior chimney. Bcamples survive of three bays in width concentrated in 
Barnstable Village, isolated instances of four bay widths, as well as the most 
canmon f ive  bay type. In contrast to other Cape towns, but in keeping with 
i t s  position on the inner cape and as the county seat and core cormnmity , an 
unusual nunber of 2 6 1/2 story houses survive. The symnetrical gable, f ive 
bay, center chinney version is the most carman, but four bay examples are 
known and a group of three bay exanples survives in Brns table  Village. 
Isolated examples are also known of paired chinney houses, including the high 
hip roof, rear wall chimney Nathaniel Baker house of 1721. The bhthaniel 
Baker house of ca. 1721 is L-plan with center chinney and h i p  roof. 

Insti tutional:  The town's f i r s t  meetinghouse was constructed in 1646 and 
stood m t i l  1681 when a second building replaced i t ;  neither is known in 
appearance. With the formation of Brns table  County in 1685 a courthouse was 
bu i l t ,  and in  1690 a j a i l  ; the l a t t e r  is a tvm story, gable-roofed, plank 
structure that s t i l l  survives. Asecond courthouse was bui l t  in 1774, a 
rectangular gable-roofed, frame structure that has undergone many later  
changes. After precinct division in 1718-19, east  and west churches were 
formed. Tne east  meetinghouse was bu i l t  in  1716; in 1753 i t  was cut through 
the center and 15 feet were added, a ten foot square, two story entry porch 
was located on the lcng side and a four story =try and be l l  tower with open 
cap and weathervane; th i s  large building apparently measured nearly 85 by 48 
feet. The w e s t  meetinghouse was constructed in 1719 and socn af te r  in 1723 
expanded by two bays and the addition of a north tower; an entry was located 
on the eastern, lcng walls. A school was bu i l t  i n  the vi l lage in 1771, 2 6 
1/2 stories in height mder a gable roof. After years of discussion a 
dwelling house was purchased in 1766 for a poorhouse. Some time late  in the 
period a brick ended structure was constructed for county off ices ,  formerly 
housed in private homes; i t s  plan included a center ha l l  with the Probate 
C o u r t  on the f i r s t  floor lef t  and wood storeage to the r ight ,  and the Clerk of 
the Courts and B g i s t r y  of Deeds in analagous positions above. 

A. Transportat ion mutes  

The 18th century road network continued in use. lhe east-west County Fbad 
through West Barnstable and Barnstable remained a primary corridor. Southeast 
access to Fhlrnouth continued fran West Brns table  along Prospect 
Street-Fhlmouth Road, and fran Barnstable alcng Oak Street-Barnstable Fhlrnouth 
road to Mrstons M i l  1s.  A southern, east-wes t connector extended along South 
County Road-Bmps River Road-Fuller Road-West Main-Main Street through 
Centerville and wannis.  Barnstable Village was served by packet lines across 
Cape Cod Efay to Boston, and la te  in  the period packet service began between 
Hyannis and Nantucket. Rderal  funding for irnprovenents in Hyamis Harbor was 
approved in  1826. 
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Barnstable's population grw by 52% between 1790 and 1830 -- about average for 
the county as a *ole. Most of this  growth was in  the first tw decades, 
1790-1810, amounting to 76% of the population r ise .  1830 there were 3,974 
persons. 

The town added a third Cmgregational meetinghouse a t  Centerville for the 
expanding south s ide population in 1796; in 1815 i t  was organized as South 
Congregational. J3r 1812 Methodists were organized in a c lass  a t  West 
Barnstable; by 1826 there were societ ies  a t  Marstm Mills, CGterville, Cotuit, 
@-is, and Barnstable Village. A lh ive r sa l i s t  Society was organized in 
Hyannis in 1829. In 1794 the town was divided into 13 school d i s t r i c t s  with 4 
English grarmar schools and one Latin g r m r  school; a t  the height of the 
d i s t r i c t  system there were 24 schoolhouses. The Masow organized a lodge i n  
the vi l  lage in 1801. In 1828 a Bmperance Society was formed. 

C. Settlement Pattern 

Developnent continued to concentrate on the m r t h  side of town, particularly 
a lmg the County mad corridor, with the main focus a t  the Barnstable Village 
county seat.  In the northwest, sett lanent at  West Barnstable continued along 
the County mad and near the West Parishmeetinghouse. A cluster developed 
northeast of M i l  1 Pond, and houses extended east of the meetinghouse along 
Cnurch Street.  From Wet Barns table, dispersed 1 inear settlement c m t  inued 
along the County Fbad to Pond Village, where a substantial cluster of period 
high s ty l e  residences developed. More dense l inear settlement extended east 
to the 1774 Court House, where a comnercial focus merged. mrther  to the 
eas t ,  the 18th century East Parish meetinghouse remained a secondary 
Barnstable Village focus. Sane residential  developnent extended north toward 
Barns table Harbor vharves. Sal tworks concatrated a lmg  the Barns table Harbor 
shore. Dispersed linear sett lenent continued east  fran the village through 
Ommaquid to the town l ine.  

Secondary centers developed in the south, and by period's end @amis  began to 
emerge as  an important port alang Nantucket Sound. In the southwest, Marstons 
M i l l s  ranained an important milling focus, with a ca. 1820 Methodist Church, 
replaced in 1830 by a s t ructure fran yarmouth. In the south, a small early 
19th century focus developed around the 1796 East Parish branch church. In 
the southeast, significant growth took place a t  Hyannis, there by 1810, a 
1 inear vil  lag8 of 40 houses extended along Main Street east  and west of the 
ca. 1788 m p t i s t  Meetinghouse. This structure was replaced in 1825. A 
Congregational Church was added on J!hin Street in 1830. a t s i d e  these 
centers, dispersed settlement continued, and concentrations of slatworks were 
constructed along mny coastal areas. 

Econanic Base 

In the Federal period the geographic focus of the town's econany began to 
sh i f t  fran the north s ide of town to the south s ide ,  reflected i n  the paral le l  
shif t  in importance fran the agriculture of the north side to the maritime 
indrs t r i  es of the south side. Never theless, in canpany with the comty as a 
whole, the anount of land under cultivation increased in the Federal period. 
By 1831 , 994 acres were planted with crops. Barnstable Indian corn amounted 
to  over a f i f t h  of the county's production, and oats ,  over 36%. Barnstable 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Barnstable



also led in  the production of rye. Olions becam a special i ty  crop in  t h i s  
period. Over ha1 f of the s a l t  hay harvested in the county came fran 
Barnstable--chiefly fran the north shore. Packets to Boston fran the north 
s ide carried sane of the town's agricultural products, including corn, 
flaxseed, rye, onions, and sal t  ; and packets returned loaded with rum, 
molasses, sugar, f l  our, and other staples . A good part of the cod caught cn 
the Grand Banks was sent to Boston on these packets. 

Despite this important packet service to Boston, the mrns tab l e  V i l  lage harbor 
was inadequate for the entrance of very large ships. The erection of the 
lighthouse m Point G a m  (Brmxlth) a t  the entrance of Wannis Harbor in 
1815, followed by the construction of a breakwater by the Federal Gavernment 
in 1826 were the key Wderal-period factors  in the growth of Wannis. The 
fieldstone tower, abandoned as  a l ight  with the corstruction of Bishop 6 
Clerks in 1858, is today the oldest l ight tower in the study uni t .  Ihe 
breakwater was one of the ea r l i e s t  to be cors tructed by the Federal 
government. The south-shore ports of Cotui tpor t (now Cotui t ) , @ tervil  l e ,  
Centreville, and Hyannis Port also developed in this  period with boat yards, 
saltworks, and other mr i t ime industries . 
The Federal period also represented the peak of the fishing indmtry for 
Barns table. Al though the whale fishery had largely been given up by the 1770s, 
cod fishing grew rapidly a f t e r  the Revolution. The Rev. John Mellen reported 
i n  1794 that "a hmdred men or upwards are  anployed in the fishery, which is 
yearly increasing." If the s t a t i s t i c s  are to be trusted, by 1832 this  figure 
had risen to 1500 men and 188 vessels -- an anplayment figure which mst have 
represented rmch the largest part of the working population of the t c m .  Five 
years la te r  (1837), ten vessels anployed 104 men -- raising sane doubt about 
the accuracy of the ear l  i e r  nunbers , or else indicating a decl ine of momen tous 
proportims . 

Architecture 

Residential : The three variet ies  of the Cape Cod house ranained the ms t 
pop la r  during this period; the large five bay version was the most numerous, 
and found in each of the v i l  lages , including w e r  20 Barnstable village alone, 
and total l ing aver 50; four bay houses nunbered about 10, three bay houses 
about 20. Large, 2 6 1/2 story,  center chimney houses were bui l t  in small 
nunbers, about seven each of five bays and of three bays, and only two of four 
bays. W r e  fashionable examples with hip roofs are  known fran a five bay, 
f ive four bay, and a three bay example. Houses with paired chinneys increased 
i n  number, and included a rear wall chimney L-pl an example, two five bay and 
one four bay, end-chinney e m p l e s ,  as well as four h ip  roofed and three gable 
roofed examples of five bays. f ive  exanples of three s tor ies  in height are 
concentrated in Barnstable Village, tw of five bays and three of three bays. 

Insti t u t i m a l  : The B p t  is t Society in Hyannis constructed a ~lleetinghouse of 
unknawn appearance in 1781, which was moved in 1788, and replaced by one 
"resanbling a factory" (Trayser 1939:66) i n  1825. With the formatian of 
South or  Centenrille Ccngregational Society a meetinghouse was constructed in  
1796, the gable f rmt =in block measured 46 by 38 feet and 21 6 1/2 foot 
studs, with an entry tower 14 feet square and 21 6 1/2 feet high; it  was moved 
in 1826. =ring the period Methodism became p o p l a r  here and several 
meetinghouses were constructed: a t  Barns table vil lage a house was bu i l t  
1818/26 with paired entr ies  and be l l  tower; a t  Marston Mills a Cmgregational 
house was moved fran Yarmouth in 1830, a gable front form with entry porch a d  
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tower, renodelled in 1858 and 1888, and ornamented with Greek revival and 
Queen h n e  el anents . A canbinat i on schoolhouse/meet inghouse was constructed 
ca. 1800 in Cbterville, a single story s t ructure with paired m t r i e s  on the 
l m g  wall. The Hyannis ul iversal is  t Church of 1830 was a simple rectangular 
structure. 'Ihe county j a i l  was replaced during the Revolution and again in 
1821, constructed of oak plank. 'Ihe county office buildings burned in 1827, 
destroying a substantial port ion of the records housed there. A Munane 
Society Hut was bui l t  in 1784 near Barnstable Village. The East District  
schoolhouse in a t e r v i l l e  was bu i l t  in 1826, rectangular under a h ip  roof. 

Cannercia1 : In the v i l  lage the Cobb boathouse survives in a gambrel block cn 
stone and wood posts; i t  was once a s tore  house. 

A. Transportation mutes  

The early 19th century roadways continued in use. By 1854, the Cape Cod 
Branch Railroad was extended eastward thrmgh W e s t  Barns table and Barnstable 
Village, and a branch was established south of the wharf south of wannis.  

B. Population 

Barnstable reached her peak 19th-century popla t ion  in 1860 when 5,129 persons 
were counted -- a year-romd residency figure the town would not reach again 
until  the early 1920s. Eighty percent of th is  pre-railroad growth occurred in 
the f i r s t  two decades 1830-1850. After 1860, Barnstable lost populatim, 
closing the period with 4,793, for a net p p l a t i o n  growth of 20% -- close to 
the average for the Cape as a *ole. The I r i sh  were Barnstable's chief 
imnigrant group. In 1855 Barnstable's I r i sh  numbered 135, the largest number 
in  the county but for Sandwich. Their presence a t  t h i s  time may be associated 
with the construction of the Cape Cod Railroad. 

A Secmd Baptist Society was organized i n  J3yannis in 1835, and a 'Ihird i n  
Barnstable Village in 1842. Bvo meetinghouses were h i l t  in Cotuit ca. 1846; 
one operated as a Ulion Chapel by Baptists, Methodists, and 
Congregationalists. InI-Iyannis, a m a n  Catholic mission was established in 
1850. In 1839 the Barnstable Academy was formed; in 1837 J3yarmi.s Hgh School; 
and in 1849 Hyannis Seminary. In 1843 the Agricultural Society was formed and 
the warmis Literary Society in 1865. The Masons moved to  Wannis in 1850, 
and a second lodge was formed in Cotui t in 1870. 

Settlemmt Pattern 

Intensi f i c a t i m  of s e t  tlanent continued a t  the established centers in the 
north side during the first part of the period, but ~na j or new development 
occurred in the southern part of town, with the growth of wannis as the main 
local p p l a t i o n  center-part icular ly a f t e r  the 1854 railroad connection--and 
the mergence of several new, secondary south coast v i l  lages . 
Linear deve lopnent cant inued a lcng the County Road in the north from W e s t  
Barnstable east ,  with the greatest  mncentration of new structures fran Pond 
Village east  to the Yarmouth 1 ine. The Barns table Village ins t i  tutional focus 
shifted east  with the new granite Court House (1831-32) and the brick Customs 
House (1855). The Agricultural Fairgrounds were located east  of the vi l lage 
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in 1832. Barnstable Academy was es tab1 ished in 1835. 'Ihe East Parish church 
was replaced in 1836. 

In the south, residential  developnent intensified a t  Centerville along South 
Main-Main-North Main-Pine Street south of Long Pond. Southes t  of 
Centerville, a new village focus merged a t  Cstervi l le  around the 1838 Baptist 
(hurch and 1847 Uzitedlbthodist  Church. Linear residential  developnent 
extended on Bay Streethilain Street ,  north cn Win Street-Old Mill Road, and 
southeast on Bates Avenue. Asmall cluster continued to develop a t  Marstons 
Mills, with the addition of I iber ty Hall in 1859. In the southwest, 
concentrations developed a t  Cotuit (now Santuit)  a lmg  Maim Street south of 
mlmouth Road, and a t  Cotuit Port m the west shore of Cotuit Ehy along Main 
and Hgh Streets ,  with an 1846 Lhion Church. In the west a smll cluster 
developed a t  Mwtown east of Long Pond. Dispersed settlanent mntinued in the 
central area. 

Significant growth occurred a t  Hyannis, where intensive linear developnent 
extended a lmg Main Street ,  and residential  expansion to& place cn parallel  
hbrth and South Streets .  Residential developnent also extended to the south 
on Sea Street beyand Oak Grave Cemetery to Frmt  St ree t ,  and on Ocean Street 
to Snws Creek. Intensive residential  developnent occurred north of wannis 
Harbor, east  of the railroad on Main, Pleasant, School, Qmp and Bay, and on 
Park and W i l l o w  Streets.  'Ihe Baptist church (remodelled 1845) and second 
Lhiversal ist church (1847) remained insti tutional foci on Main Street. The 
Masonic Hall (1854) was located opposite the Lhiversalist church. The 
c m e r c i a l  focus, with hotels  and banks, developed primarily east  of the 
depot, and car shops and repair f ac i l i t i e s  were bui l t  north along the railroad 
corr idor. 

D. E m a n i c  Base 

The period saw the cornpletic~l of the transfer of maritime business fran the 
north to the south shore. In the pre-Civil W a r  period, cod fishing remined 
the town's chief industry and in 1855 seventeen vessels anployed 160 men. Salt 
works were also in evidence, though the peak census year appears to have been 
1837, when 34 works were reported anploying 34 men. 

Hyannis I s  early growth was in large part due to the establishment of extensive 
f i sher ies  and packing establishments . As a result  of the new breakwater, the 
vil lage in  the meantime had becane one of the principal ports of cal l  for 
packets between Boston and Mw York. The construction of the Iyanough House in 
1832 was a demonstration of the v i l lage ' s  praninence. In 1830 the tonnage of 
mrns  table coastal shipping was fourth af ter  Dennis, Province town, and 
Chatham. decades la te r ,  Barnstable coastal shipping led the Cape in 
tonnages reported. The very event, however, which was meant to s p r  Hyannis 's 
prosperity even further, the canpletion of the Cape Cod Railroad t o  Hyannis i n  
1855, became m e  of the chief reasons for the demise of coastal shipping. 
In i t i a l ly  co~lstructed on the urging of Nantucket shippers and travelers to 
provide a direct Boston r a i l  connection with the Nantucket steamers, wannis 
did receive a short -term burst of prosperity. Tne l h e r  and carriage 
manufacturing business a t  q a n n i s  was m e  of the mst praninent m the Cape, 
to which were added dealers in grain, flour, and coal . Neigboring vil lages 
to Hyannis shared the same pre-railroad developnent. The cat boat developed by 
&drew Crosby and h i s  sons in the 1840s brought a measure of prominence to 
Ostervi l le ;  the f i r s t  s m r  v i s i to r s  in the town arrived in 1849 in Cotuit. 
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Barnstable's few nonmaritime industries -- hats,  chairs,  and leather -- were 
primarily located in the rural  inland vi l lage of W e s t  Barnstable. At Marston's 
Mills, carding continued unt i l  the 1850s. 

In several aspects, Barns table mirrored the agricultural  trends of both the 
county and the s ta te  as awhole. The formation of the county agricultural 
society in 1843 and the first agricultural  exhibition the following year 
marked the first serious attempts at comnercial agriculture cn a larger 
scale. Although overall t i l l age  acreage rose s l ight ly,  t h i s  was largely a 
function of nearly doubling the harvest of Indian corn and oats k e e n  1831 
and 1855, while rye and barley declined. Barnstable's harvest of Indian corn 
peaked a t  11,500 bushels in 1855, while oats ranked second cnly to Falmuth. 
Federal period special i ty  crops, hwever, particularly onions, declined. In 
the 1850s and '60s, poultry and dairy farms began to make their appearance. 
In 1865 the town produced 25% of the county's but ter  and 38% of i t s  poultry. 
g g  production ranked second in the county af te r  Orleans, and Barnstable 
County a t  that time led the s t a t e ;  Barnstable cows put the tom fourth in  milk 
production. 

E. Architecture 

Residential : By the second quarter of the nineteenth century the mst pop la r  
housetype here, as elseuhere on the Qpe, was the gable front form. ?he 1 6 
1/2 story,  three bay, s ide entry version was most corxxnon, known fran most 
vi l lages,  and nunbering about 40; an additional 20 added substantially to 
their  size through the addition of a la teral  e l l .  Large 2 6 1/2 story 
versions were also hum, total1 ing forty with a similar proportion adding 
e l l s .  Ehr rarer w r e  four bay, or five bay mnter entry examples, nunbering 
only four. ?he vast ma jority of these were treated with Greek revival 
ornament, wide cornice boards and door surrounds; a smaller number added the 
paneled p i las te r ,  labels and bracketed cornice of the Italianate,  Qthic 
ewmples a re  ra re  but known. rtelated also are  the small nransard roofed house 
of the mid-century, with s ide entry examples nunbering only three. At the 
sane time the Cape Cod house ranained in favor, including about s ix  of three 
bays, about eight of four bays, and about 11 of five bays. Within these types 
i t  became increasingly common to extend stud heights to add space in the 
garret or second s tory,  add provide space for the wide Greek revival cornice 
board. Fklated to these are  the two story,  center entry mansard roofed 
house. Small riders of large 2 6 1/2 s tory houses retained the familiar 
gable roofed form with center entry, f ive  bay facade; with both center and 
paired chimeys known. ?he town also includes a concrete octagon, a p t .  Rodney 
K. B x t e r  house of 1850-56. 

Insti tutional:  The Ehst Parish bui l t  a new, smaller metinghouse in 1836, 
gable frcnt in form, i t s  tower was semi -projecting fran the facade of the main 
block and rose to a clock, be1 f ry  and spire,  and its windows enployed the 
lancet shape of the Cbthic Revival. Ihe South Parish also rebui l t ,  a gable 
front with corner p i l l a s t e r s  and recessed entry,  ca. 1848. Newly expanding 
c m i  t i es added new Gngregat ional or union meetinghouses. In 1841 the 
Evangelical Congregaticnalists bu i l t  in Hyannis, a gable frcnt form now 
obscured by a storefront.  lhim churches were bu i l t  inCotu i t  and Cotuitport 
in 1846, a broad gable frcnt  with square tower survives. In tervi l  l e  a 
Camnuni ty Church of  simple gable front form with Greek ornament was bui l t  i n  
1847. The Eaptists also expanded, adding a metinghouse at  Osterville in 1837 
that measured 43 by 36 feet with 16 foot posts, and a tower with be1 fry and 
steeple paired entries and lancet windows, while those in the center took over 
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the old county courthouse. I n  Hyannis the Uliversal is t s  rebuilt  a Greek 
Revival house with a pilastered gable-frmt facade and square clock tower with 
belfry and spire.  Ihe 1Methodists--both Protestant md Episcopal--built houses 
ca. 1841; the former was la te r  used as a dwelling house, while the l a t t e r  was 
taken over by the Cmgregationalists, remodelled in 1865 and 1896, abandoned 
with the formati.cn of the Thim society and used for a recreation ha l l  and 
l a t e r  apartments. 

County and town govermnts  irnplenented extensive building campaigns early in 
the period. The largest was the construction of a new county courthouse from 
designs by A1 exander Parris in 1831- 32. Original ly  measuring 65 by 2 6 feet , 
i t  is constructed of Quincy granite in gable front form with a colossal 
portico of wooden fluted Ib r i c  columns and cornice, surmunted by a round, 
daned belfry. I t  housed a j a i l  as  well as  the d i s t r i c t  and probate courts. 
Later additions were made to the south in 1879, measuring 2 4  by 25 feet ,  to 
the east  in 1893 masuring 40 feet square, to the east  and west in 1906 
measuring 40 feet square, to the southeast and southmst in 1925, and to the 
south in 1971. Now the Trayser W o r i a l  Museun, the Customs House was bui l t  
in 1855 fran designs by lbnmi Ehrnham Young; the brick structure is 2 8 1/ 2 
s to r i e s  in height under a hip m h i p  roof with a center entry and a l l  romd 
headed windows. Similarly, the town house of 1837 bui 1 t with surplus revenue 
funds is unknown in appearance though it was expanded by 30 feet in 1880. The 
p lb l ic  schools were in ill replte &ring th is  period, and a report of 1849-50 
reports that many Itare l i t t l e  bet ter  than caves or dog kennelstt (Trayser 
1939:239). The except ion was the school a t  Wannis, bu i l t  in 1843, an extant 
gable f r m t  s t ructure of 1 6 1/2 s tor ies .  Private secondary schools became 
increasingly p o p l a r ;  the Barnstable kademy of 1839 is a wide f ive bay gable 
front s t ructure with Doric portico, two s to r i e s  in hei&t. Public 
meetinghalls were p r t i c u l a r l y  p o p l a r  &ring th i s  period. Liberty Hall in 
Marstm M i l l s  is a 1 8 1/2 s tory gable f r m t  constructed in  1859; Freedom Hall 
i n  Cotui t has Greek Bviva l  de ta i l  ing m its three bay, center entry facade; 
the Agricultural Hall of 1862 was a larger 2 6 1/2 s tory s t ructure with porch 
screening the three bay facade, a bracketed cornice and panelled pi lasters .  

Comnercial : In Barns table Village the Hinckley M i l l  inery Shop was bui l t  ca. 
1830, of two stor ies  mder a hip roof with narrow two bay facade; the Harbor 
corner s tore  was constructed in 1850. I n  Cotuit the B t h i c  Revival past 
office of 1846 is a small gable f r m t  of three bays; thecrocker  s tore  is a 
gable block with projecting gabled e l l s  a t  each end, of two s tor ies ,  with 
Italianate detail ing. Centervillels post office of 1834 is a gable block of 
three bays with center entry; Hallet I s  s to re  is a larger 2 6 1/2 s tory 
s t ructure with s t ick m r k  ornament bu i l t  in 1856 and xanodelled in 1868. 
Swift I s  s to re  in a t e r v i l l e  is a simple gable frant form of 2 8 1/2 s tor ies .  
The I n s t i t u t i m  for Savings is a 2 6 1/2 story gable f r m t  with two side 
s t t r i e s  and elaborate Italianate detail ing. 

Inchstrial: Snall a r t i s i an  s h o p  survive fran the period. In Earnstable 
Village the harness shop is a 1 6 1/2 s tory gable block with center entry on 
the long wall; the  blacksni th shop was a hearsehouse, a 1 6 1/ 2 story gable 
frcnt ; the print- and cabinetmaker's is a two story hip block. Th Cotuit 
blacksmith shop resembles that in the vil lage. I n a t e r v i l l e  the Crosby Yacht 
Co. building is an exceptionally long, gable block of tm s tor ies .  
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A. Transportation mutes  

The 19 th century highway and railroad sys tern continued in use, and wannis 
remained an important harbor through the l a t e  19th century. h c k e t  service 
fran Nantucket, hawever, was ranoved to Woods Hole in 1872 when railroad 
service was opened there. 

Over the period, Earnstable saw a 4% popla t ion  increase. Barnstable lost  
population s teadi ly between 1870 and 1890 as  the decline in  marit im trades 
cut into job opportunities. In 1875, the town's foreign-born poplation made 
up only 4% of the to t a l ,  but th i s  was s t i l l  the third largest local 
concentratim in the study uni t .  B e  Irish (46%) were the primary h i g r a n t  
group. Ihglish (19%) andCanadians (14%) were also present. By the 1880s, 
however, agricultural  plr sui ts , particularly in West Earns tab l e  began to 
a t t rac t  Finns and l a t e r  Portuguese. By 1905, the proportion of foreign-born 
had risen to 11%. W this time, no single group dominated, although Finns 
(19%) and Portuguese W e s t  Islanders (18%) were the most numerous, follwed by 
mglish Canadians (14%) and Irish (12%). Wre  than a score of other 
nat ional i t ies  were represented in smaller nuhers .  Between 1895 and 1915, 
Earnstable's foreign-born pop la t i an  grm fran 233 to 790, and was ent i rely 
responsbile for the t m ' s  modest p p l a t i m  gains between 1890 and 1915. 

Local gnployment opportunities rose in mmber &ring the period. In 1875, 39% 
of the tom's male workers were classif ied as mariners. Agriculture enployed 
33%, and 28% were m u f a c t u r e r s  or mechanics. By 1905, the decline in the 
maritime econany was evident in the drop in transportation anployment to 10%. 
Agriculture declined to 20% of the workforce, and manufacturing to 23%. 
Manwhile, the proportion of laborers grew from 10% in 1875 to 18% in 1905. 

With the g rwth  and diversification of Barnstable's population, nmerous new 
religious organizations were formed to serve both year-romd and seasonal 
residents. IIhe W a n  Catholic Society a t  w a n i s  bui l t  a new, St .  Francis 
Xavier Church in 1904. In 1900, a mission was formed for  Portuguese-speaking 
Qtholics in West Earnstable, and in 1915 Our Lady of Hope Church was bui l t .  
Our Iady of the Assumption Catholic Church was located at Qsterville in 1904. 
Ipiscopal services were f i r s t  held a t  Barnstable Village in 1880. In 1890, 
St. Mary's Episcopal Church was opened here, primarily for sumner residents. 
Ch the south side, @iscop1  services were f i r s t  held a t  warnisport  in 1897, 
and St. Andrew's &-the-Seachapel was canpleted in 1911. At Wianno, St .  
Peter 's  Episcopal Chapel was bu i l t  in 1903. West Earnstable Finns formed a 
Congregational Church in 1903. A black religious society was established with 
the  formatim of the Zion Mission in Hyannis in 1909. Sulmner residents formed 
the Lhion Chapel Association a t  Hyannisport in 1889. 'Ihe Craigville Camp 
Meting kksociatim was established in 1872 by the Christian denaninatian. A 
Christian Science Society was organized a t  Cotuit in 1902, and relocated to 
Hyannis in 1913. 

Vat- ious voluntary associations were formed by both resident and nonresident 
populations. AMasonic W g e  was organized a t  Cotuit Port in 1872. At 
lgmnnis, the Mw &gland Qrder of Protection, the IQlights of Hanor, and a Good 
Tenplars M g e  were a l l  active in the 1880s. The t m ' s  Finns formed the 
Raittiussevra 'IBmperance Society in 1898. Village hnpravanent societies were 
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organized a t  Hyannisport (1895), Barnstable Village (1903), and Centerville 
(1905). B l f  clubs were laid out a t  -quid (1895) and warnisport  (1897), 
and a yacht club was organized a t  Cotuit (1906). 

C. Settlement Pattern 

Some additicns were made cn the north side,  but the major period developnents 
to& place in  the south, where now resort cannunities were established a lmg  
the coast, and Hyamis g r w  into a comnercial and inst i tut ional  center of 
regional importance. At the Barnstable Village county seat ,  a new jai l  ms 
buil t in 1878, and the courthouse was en1 arged in 1906. St .  &ry l s  Ipiscopal 
Church was located here f o r  the growing sumner population in 1890. The 
Cangregational church was replaced af te r  it burned in 1905. Avil lage hal l  
was bu i l t  in 1912. Agolf course was established to the w e s t  a t  &maquid in  
1895. At West Ebrnstable, a brick factory opened in 1878. In 1900, a Finnish 
Temperance Hall ( la te r  the Lutheran Apostolic Church) was b u i l t ,  and in 1915 a 
Catholic edifice (Our Lady of Hope ) was erected to serve the Portuguese 
population. 

In the south, g rwth  of Hyamis as a business center continued, and resort  
growth extended southwest t o  Iiyannisport with developnent by the Wannis Land 
Canpany af te r  1871. M r e  intensive rebuilding occurred on Main Street ,  and a 
dis t inct  central business d i s t r i c t  emerged one block to the east  and west of  
the depot, only to be destroyed by a 1904 f i r e .  The third miversa l i s t  church 
was bu i l t  cn Main Street in 1873 and replaced in 1904. A a t h o l i c  church was 
bu i l t  to the north in 1874. This was succeeded in 1904 by St. Francis Xavier 
Church on South Street.  ?he Zion Lhion Church was bu i l t  on North Street ca. 
1903. The m j o r  inst i tut ional  developnent was the location of a State hbrmal 
School in the Central Distr ic t  in 1897. New residential  developnent took 
place as i n f i l l  and at  the edge of the k i l t - u p  area, north of &in Street 
east  of the railroad, and in the area south of South Street aromd St. Francis 
Church. The Elyamis Yacht Club is located east of Pleasant Street.  New high 
incane resort  and hotel developnent took place a t  Hyannisport in the 
Wshington Street area in the 1890s, and at  Squaw Island in the early 1900s. 
A golf club was opened here in 1897. A Lhion Chapel was located cn Wachusett 
Avenue in 1890 and St .  h d r w ' s  by the Sea (Ipiscopal) was bu i l t  for s m r  
services (1906-11 1. 

7b the west, Craigvil l e  developed as a Christian camp meeting resort  in the 
early 1870s. By 1873, a hotel had been b u i l t ,  and by the next year, 31 
cottages and two hotels were in place. Oonstructicn of cottage rm oontinued 
w e s t  and northwest of Lake Elizabeth, and a tabernacle was opened in- 1887. 
Some cottage developnent occurred to the southeast at  West Hyannisport , south 
of Craigville Beach Road. Northest of Craigville, sane residential  
developnent occurred a t  Centervil l e ,  north m Main Street to Oak Grave ( la te r  
Beechwood) Cemetery. Howard Hall was bu i l t  here in 1877. 

S i p i f i c a n t  resort  grwth  took place further *st at  Ckterville, with 
extensions of the residential  area north cn Main St ree t ,  and west a lmg Bridge 
Street to West b y .  Ihvelopnent also extended southeast along Wiamo Avenue, 
and a separate concentration of high incane oceanside estates and a hotel were 
bui 1 t along Wiamo Avenue/Seaview Avenue. 'Evo new churches were hi 1 t along 
Wianno Avenue to serve the growing population: St. Peter 's  (Episcopal) in 
1903 for the Wiamo surmer residents , and Chr Lady of the Assunpt icn 
(Catholic), located closer to Ckterville Center in 1905. Resort developnent 
continued a t  Ootuit Heights and north of Cotuit on Win Street.  AMethodist 
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church was erected on School Street in 1901. At Marstons Mills, a l ibrary was 
bu i l t  in 1894. 

D. E m a n i c  Ease 

The period was primarily characterized by trenendous growth in the 
sunmer-resort business, beginning in the early 1870s. West Barnstable, in the 
meantime, had gone in different directions.  The Wst  Ehrnstable Brick Canpany 
(1878-1929) became a substantial enployer of local men. 

Barnstable was rmch the largest agricultural town in the study uni t .  In 1905, 
its product value i n  dairy products (milk almost exclusively ) , poul t ry ,  f ru i t s  
(cranberries), hay and straw led a l l  other towns in the three counties, and 
the town was second only to Eas tham in vegetable products. In the 1870s, Abel 
D. hhkepeace (1832-1913) entered the cranberry business, which in the 20th 
century made h is  f i r m  the largest producer of cranberries in the world. His 
prchase  of a large bog in Newtown in 1874 was the f i r s t  of a series of 
purchases in Barnstable and Plymouth counties. Makepeace, himself, was once an 
owner of the West Ebrnstable Brick factory, and several of his  screen houses 
were of West Barnstablemade brick. 

E. Architecture 

Residential : New housing was dominated by resort  construction, which anplayed 
Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival s tyles .  Most was cmcentrated in 
speculative developnent m the south coast a t  Wianno and Ilj.annisport. Queen 
Anne s ty l e  houses are most numerous in Barns table Village, and include 
relat ively small gable frcnt forms of both 1 6 1/2 and 2 6 1/2 s tor ies ,  and 
large h ip  blocks of  2 6 1/2 s to r i e s  with projecting bays on side and facade 
walls as  well as nunerous examples adding corner towers. Like other region 
towns the shingle s ty l e  houses are daninated by their  roofs, banks of dormers 
and windows, porches and decks; gambrel roofs are  particularly p o p l a r .  
Colonial Revival houses are isolated in the landscape, and favor Georgian 
elenents . 
Insti tutional:  Church building ranained an important mponent  of new 
comtruction as expanding vi l lages and new religious camunities added 
s tructures . In 1874 Roman Cathol ics in Hyannis hi 1 t St . Francis Xavier , but 
is 1918 remodelling obscures i t s  original appearance. In 1876 the Mathodists 
in Mimstons M i l  1 s  renodelled in the Queen h e  s tyle .  'Ihe 'hbernacle a t  the 
Craigville campneet ing was buil t in 1887, a wide gable f r m t  form with a 
m i t o r  at its apex and center entry. ALhion Chapel of unknown appearance 
was bu i l t  i n  Hyannisport in 1889. 'Ihe following year St. Mary's Episcopal wis 
bu i l t  in Earnstable Village, a gable block with timber franed porch entry in 
the lcng wall, designed by Mr. Enerson of Boston. In a t e r v i l l e  that year the 
Lutheran Most0 l i c  Church took aver a former temperance ha1 1, a single storied 
gable front s t ructure with gabled entry porch and lunette above. In 1903 S t .  
Peter 's  wiscopal Church was constructed at  Wianno, a shingled gable block 
with tower entry on the lmg wall. Our Iady of the Assumption was bui l t  i n  
CGterville in 1905, but la te r  changes obscure its original appearance. The 
Ulitarian church was replaced in  1876, of unknown appearance, and again in  
1905-07. This building, designed by m y  Lowell, is a hip block with square 
entry tower r i s ing  to  an octagonal be1 fry and d m ,  with a pedimented entry of 
columns in ant is .  At wannis Zion Lhim Church was formed for area blacks in 
1909, and a simple gable f r m t  block with gabled entry porch was bui l t .  At 
Hyannisport St. Andrew by the sea was bui l t  of stone in 1911, with a gable 
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frcnt block with corner entry tower. In West Barnstable a Lutheran church was 
bu i l t  in 1915, a gable front block with a gabled vestibule and square tower 
with pyranidal roof. At West Barnstable, Qlr Lady of Hope was constructed of 
brick and stucco in 1915, a Spanish mission s t y l e  with gable front, square 
central entry tower and belfry.  

Mmiciple construction ranained moderate, with particular act ivi ty  in West 
Barnstable. Aselectman's of f ice  was constructed in 1889, a story and a half 
gable frcnt structure with hooded center entry, ornamental shingles, and 
bargeboards. A v i  1 lage ha l l  was bui l t  nearby in 1897, a high hip block with a 
pedimented entry porch; i t  served as a Finnish Cangregational church between 
1935 and 1963, In 1912 a ha l l  was bui l t  in Barnstable Village, a 1 6 1/2 story 
gable frcnt shingled structure with entry porch, designed by Sanuel ml l ey ,  
and known a s  the Barnstable Camedy Club. Tne State Normal School (18971, 
originally three buildings, now survives as two hip roof Queen Ann buildings 
used by the town. 

Carmercial : Numbers of surviving comnercial bui ldings increase 
substantially. In West Barnstable examples remain canparatively small early 
in the period, gable frcnt in form and frame; a 1900 office building is L-plan 
brick and frame, of 1 6 1/2 s to r i e s ,  and a related but larger 2 6 1/2 story 
example was bui l t  five p a r s  l a t e r .  In Cotuit the surviving s to re  retained 
the familiar 1 6 1/2 story gable front form. More s ty l i sh  forms were 
constructed a t  the comnercial h& at w a m i s .  Several adopted Queen Anne and 
shingle ornament, as well as Arts and Crafts and pyramidal elements la ter  in 
the period. l'he Wiamo Club was bu i l t  in 1887 fran designs by Horace Frazer, 
a shingled, three-story, mansard-roofed hotel .  

I d s t r i a l :  An 1882 Makepeace Cranberry building is a cluster of shingled 
gable blocks. The of f ice  building of the West Barnstable Brick a. is a 
single s tory brick structure. 

X EPRLY rmDWN PERIOD (19151940) 

A. Transportation Mutes 

In the north, the primary corridor along West Miin Street-Main Street-County 
Road was improved as the G. A.R. H ghway , Route 6 (now Route 6A) through West 
Barnstable, Barnstable, and C-quid. In the south, a new, primary east--st 
road was es t abl i shed as Rrxlt e 28, on an upgraded roadway fran F!dmouth road to 
south of Mirstons M i l  1 s ,  then cn a new highway ( y a m i s  Mad) passing south of 
Wequaquet Lake to a t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  north of Hyannis, then southeast to 
B r m u t h .  A new connector (Route 132) was extended southeast fran old Mute 6 
to the Hyamis c i r c l e ,  h i c h  became a regional focus for  Qpe auto t r a f f i c .  
In the west, a second connector between Mute 28 and old Mute 6 was improved 
a lmg Prospect Street-Center Street fran Marstons M i l l s  as Route 149. Other 
1 oca 1 roads were improved and paved. 

Wharf and harbor f a c i l i t i e s ,  par t icular ly in the south, were inproved for 
recreational yachting, notably alcng Nautuck Sound, West Bay, Great Bay, East 
Bay, and Lewis B y .  IBvo local a i r f ie lds  were established: Hyamis Airport 
(1936) north of the Route 28 c i rc le  (now greatly expanded as  the Barnstable 
County Airport), and the C a p  Cod Airport northeast of Mystic Iake along EBce 
Lane, h i c h  retains grass runways and period scale.  
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Fopulat ion 

Between 1915 and 1940, I s rns tab le ' s  popla t ion  g r w  by 66% -- second highest 
growth r a t e  on the Cape a f t e r  Falmouth. Warly three quarters of this  growth 
occurred in the 1920s, as the automobile made yIannis ''the metropolis of the 
Cap.  " By 1925, Hyannis alone had more than ha1 f the tom ' s  population. 

In 1915 nearly 16% of the town's popla t ion  m r e  foreign-born. Of this  nmber, 
the largest group were the Portuguese ( 21 0) d i c h  had more than doubled their  
nunber the previous decade. The town had the third largest nunber of 
Portuguese on the Qpe (following Provincetown and Falmmth), and s t i l l  the 
largest number of Finns (198). By 1940, the foreign-born population had 
declined to 11%. At that time, the t o m ' s  black population (presumably 
including Portuguese W s t  Islanders) stood a t  6%. In 1915 the town's 
enployment opportunities continued to grow. Fishing and agricul ture engaged 
24% of the male workforce, while 36% were enployed as mechanics or 
manufacturers. Trade and transportation each enployed 13% of the town's 
working ma1 es . 
With popla t ion  grcwth, new religious societies continued to be organized. 
Finnish Lutherans formed a society in West Barnstable in 1915. Qpe Cod 
Synagogue was organized a t  Hyannis in 1933. In 1939 a Greek &thodox church 
of St. George was formed, a lso a t  Hyannis. The same year, St. Jude ' s  Church 
was buil t to serve Por tuguese-speaking Catholics a t  Santui t . A nunber of 
existing societ ies  consol idated during the period. At Hyannis, the 
Cmgregationalis ts and Lhiversalis ts  federated in 1921. At Cotui t , the 
hbthodists and Cmgregationalists federated in 1923. 'Ihe Christian 
denanination at  the Craigvil l e  Camp hketing merged with Congrega t i m a l i s  t s  in 
1930. 

Nvneraus voluntary associations were organized by both residents and 
nonresidents. Beach clubs were formed a t  Hyannisport (191 6) and Centerville 
(1926).  A Canedy Theatre Club was formed a t  Barnstable Village in 1922. The 
Barnstable Wanen's Club was organized in 1922. The Ckterville Historical 
Society (1931) and the Historical Society of Barnstable (1 939) were also 
established. At Hyannis, Jewish Men's and Women's clubs were formed in 1933, 
and in 1939 a Greek Citizen's Club and Wanen's Qrganization m r e  estalbished. 
The Cape Cod Farm Bureau was located a t  Hyannis in 1922, and the Qpe Cod 
Horticulture Association was established a t  Ckterville in 1928. 

Settlement Pattern 

Coastal resort developnent continued both an the north and the south shores. 
Hyannis continued to grow as a major c m e r c i a l  center for the Qpe Cod 
region. A n w  ja i l  and house of cor rec t im were bui l t  a t  the Isrnstable  
Village county seat.  At West Barns t able, the Fimish c m u n i  ty bui l t  the 
F i rs t  Lutheran Church in 1924. Shoreline residential  developnent took place 
north of Barnstable Village a lmg  Barnstable Harbor, with a cluster a t  Cobbs 
Village north of Carmerce Road. 

Expansion of the bui 1 t -up area of Hyannis continued as  residential  developnent 
extended north toward Route 28; west on North Street and along West Main; 
south along Sea Street ,  between South Street and Grove Cenetery, and between 
Frmt  Street and the shore; and southeast a lmg Hyamis Harbor and a t  Harbor 
Bluff. Linear extension westward of the central business d i s t r i c t  on k i n  
Street occurred in the 1920s, including the Mayflower Hbtel, new town of f ices  
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(1927), a new Masonic Hall (1924), and the post office. &to dealerships 
located east  m Main Street ,  and auto service developnent extended north 
toward the Route 28 t r a f f i c  c ircle .  Cape Cod Hospital was established in the 
east  in 1920. 

Resort developnent continued a t  vannispor t ,  par t icular ly along krchand 
Avenue in the 1920s. Resort developnent cont inued a t  Craigville and a lmg the 
shore at  West warn i s .  Ejy 1939, 500 bath houses -re located m Craigville 
Beach. At Centerville, peri*eral residential  additions were mde, with 
l inear gravth along South County b a d  toward ylannis. B the north of 
Centerville, recreational cottage developnent took place on the shores of 
Wequaque t Lake . 
Residential growth occurred a t  b t e r v i l l e  north along F4nd mad,  east m Main 
Street ,  and south a lmg Parker Road. Oceanside resort  developnent extended 
west fran Wianno along Seaview Avenue. Ih exclusive estate d i s t r i c t  was 
established on @tenr i l l e  Grand Island in the 1920s. Residential growth also 
occurred a t  Cotuit and Cotuit Highlands west of Min  Street.  St. Jude's 
Catholic mapel was buil t in 1939 a t  Santui t m Route 28. 

Barnstable's maritime-related industries continued to do well. Cotuit oysters 
in 1915 were valued a t  $162,525 -- the highest in the s t a t e  and aver m e  
quarter the total  value of Massachusetts-grown oysters. ?he value of flounder, 
mackerel, and cod caught made dramatic gains in the period 1905-1915, possibly 
credited to the new use of motor boats over the slower and less  eff ic ient  
sail ing vessels. 'Ihe value of flounder caught, $25,489, was secmd in  the 
county af te r  Pravincetown, while the value of mackerel was third.  A f ish 
freezer was b u i l t  in the v i l lage  of Barnstable in 1915. C l m i n g  also became 
a big business in this period. In 1906 the selectmen began licensing sections 
of the f l a t s  and soon town residents began to propagate clam on their  grants, 
often mrked by Finns. Fran 1910 to 1925, according to H.C. Ki ttredge in his 
Qpe Cod (1930). the business was in its heyday and 'Barnstable cultivated 
clams1 appeared on b i l l s  of fare in Boston and Bbw York hotels. In 1925, the 
selectmen declared an open season year romd and the resulting hoards 
threatened to destroy the business. A closed season was declared in 1927. 

Tne autanobile came t o  Hyannis in the 1920s, with a l l  the associated 
automobile-related mmnerce. Nw industries included the Colonial Candle Co. 
(begun 1909) and the making of a r t i f i c i a l  pearls by the French amateur chemist 
Hward I. Petow, based on his  1917 invention of a fish-scale essence made fran 
the s tomach o i l  of the local herring ( I1essence d 'Orient ' I ) .  Accordingly h i s  
Cape Cod Lhited Products Caqany acquired rnmerous strearns cn Cape Cod to 
catch the needed raw material. His elaborate laboratory was located in 
l$rannis, and the chanical product he evolved was called "the biggest single 
factor i n  developing the a r t i f i c i a l  pearl industry of th is  corntry'' (S tme) .  

E. Architecture 

Residential: Housing s tar ted dropping, par t icular ly during the Bpression. 
Isolated exanples were constructed in the Arts and Crafts and Colmial Revival 
styles.  Ruses were s n e r a l l y  smaller, including Capes, pyramidal and 
bmgalow forms, as well as small gable roofed beach houses. 
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Inst i tut ional :  Both Roman Catholic churches were remodelled in  the ear ly 
years of the period. In 1916 Our Lady of the Assunptim reached its current 
appearance of square colurmed pedimented portico and false buttresses during a 
ranodelling that doubled its seating capacity. Wo p a r s  l a t e r ,  St.  Francis 
Xavier added a monumental I m i c  portico. In 1922 the Maple St.  Prayer Chapel 
was bui l t  in West EBrnstable, a simple single s tory  wble  frcnt structure. A 
seccnd Fimish  h the ran  church was added there in 1924, a single story gable 
f r m t  form with a gabled entry porch with square tower above, and ornamental 
stickwork. In 1939 the Greek Orthodox comnunit purchased a former grange ha l l  
and converted i t  into the Church of St .  Ckorge, a single s tory ~ r a m i d a l  block 
with a central entrywith portico and la teral  romd headed windows. In 1924 
the town buil t a Georgian Bviva l  high school of two stor ies  an a basanent , 
Y-plan, and central pedimented entry. The new town building i n  Hyannis is 
a lso  Georgian, a primary brick block of 2 stories under a f l a t  roof with five 
bays, a center entry with half romd portico with flanking windows in blind 
arches, la te ra l  e l l s ,  and stone t r i m .  The new County J a i l  and House of 
Correctian are also Georgian, lcng and low gabled block with a five bay 
f rmt isp iece  with parapet, housing 25 single c e l l s  and dormitory space for 20. 

Comnercial : Hyamis c m t  inued to be the focus of comnercial developnent in 
the town as r e t a i l  blocks were constructed in the years before the 
depression. Most are single s tory,  wood frame, and Colmial Revival i n  
s tyle .  The lbdor Revival Hyannis Theater was the except ion, constructed in 
1930. 'Ihe airport was constructed a t  t h i s  t i m ,  consisting of a low gable 
roofed tower and a tower in irni t a t i m  of a w i n h i l l .  
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