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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1983 COMMUNITY: BERLIN 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

B e r l i n  l i e s  i n  a  l o w  r a n g e  o f  h i l l s  be tween  t h e  Mashua and A s s a b e t  
R i v e r  v a l l e y s .  I t s  s u r f a c e  g e n e r a l l y  s l o p e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  so 
t h a t  a l l  i t s  s t r e a m s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  N o r t h  B r o o k ,  f l o w  
i n t o  t h e  A s s a b e t  R i v e r  w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t h e  t o w n ' s  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r .  

Much o f  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  West B e r l i n  and B e r l i n  C e n t e r  r i s e s  t o  
500 f e e t  i n  s t o n y  h i l l s  w i t h  some g r a n i t e  and g n e i s s  b e d r o c k  
o u t c r o p s .  S o u t h  and e a s t  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  N o r t h  B r o o k  and i t s  
f i n e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s  m a r k s  t h e  n o r t h  and w e s t  l i m i t s  o f  G l a c i a l  
Lake  A s s a b e t .  Few w a t e r  power  s i t e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  town ,  a c c o u n t i n g  
f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  s m a l l  amount  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  as  a  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  p a r t s  o f  B o l t o n  and M a r l b o r o u g h ,  
1784.  P a r t  o f  L a n c a s t e r  annexed,  1791.  Bounds w i t h  N o r t h b o r o u g h  
e s t a b l i s h e d  and p a r t  o f  e a c h  t o w n  annexed,  1806 .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as  
a  town,  1812.  Bounds w i t h  M a r l b o r o u g h ,  Hudson, and C l i n t o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  1905 .  

111. HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

A r e s i d e n t i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  commun i t y  i n  t h e  u p l a n d s  be tween  
t h e  Mashua and  A s s a b e t  R i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  s i t e  a t  
B a t e s  Pond (Hudson R e s e r v o i r ) .  P o s s i b l e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t  f r o m  L a n c a s t e r  a n d / o r  M a r l b o r o u g h .  D i s p e r s e d  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  i n  hops  p r o d u c t i o n .  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c i v i c  c e n t e r  
v i l l a g e ,  and s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  d e v e l o p  a t  West B e r l i n ,  
S o u t h  B e r l i n ,  and C a r t e r v i l l e .  S m a l l  s c a l e  b o o t  and shoe 
p r o d u c t i o n  d e c l i n e s  a f t e r  1870s .  L i t t l e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  p o s t - w a r  p o p u l a t i o n  has d o u b l e d ,  w i t h  s u b u r b a n  
d e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  n e a r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t o w n s  and more  r e c e n t  e x u r b a n  
g r o w t h  as  p a r t  o f  1 -49  c o r r i d o r .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500 -1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

P r i m a r y  r o u t e  f r o m  n o r t h e a s t  t o  s o u t h w e s t  a c r o s s  c e n t r a l  p l  a i n  
t o w a r d  Nasua i n  B o y l s t o n ,  a v o i d i n g  u p l a n d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h ,  
f o l l  o w i n g  C e n t r a l  and L i n d e n .  
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B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

A l a r g e  number o f  r u m o r e d  s i t e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  p o n d s  i n c l u d i n g  s o u t h  
and  west o f  G a t e s  Pond ,  e a s t  o f  Hog Swamp on Wheeler H i l l ,  and  i n  
t h e  west n e a r  C l a m s h e l l  P o n d ,  C l i n t o n .  More p e r m a n e n t  camps  o f  
t h e  Nashaway g r o u p  o f  Nipmucks l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  i n  L a n c a s t e r  
a n d  S t e r l i n g ,  and  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a t  M a r l b o r o u g h .  

S u b s i s t e n c e  

S e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g  i n  h i l l s ,  f i s h i n g  a t  p o n d s ,  f r o m  b a s e  camps  t o  
t h e  w e s t .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t i n u e  u s e  o f  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  p l u s  L a n c a s t e r  Road t o  town c e n t e r  
h o u s e 1  o t s .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

T h i s  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  i n  two a d j a c e n t  c o l o n i a l  t o w n s  o f  l a r g e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  e x t e n t :  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  was t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  L a n c a s t e r ,  p l u s  a  s e c t i o n  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h ' s  n o r t h w e s t  s e c t i o n .  
The  L a n c a s t e r  s e g m e n t  was  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 0  mile b y  8 mile g r a n t  by 
Nashaway S h o l a n  i n  1 6 4 3 .  E p i d e m i c  ( 1 6 3 3 )  a n d  Mohawk w a r s  ( 1 6 6 0 s )  
a s  well a s  whi te  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  L a n c a s t e r  r e d u c e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  
a n d  u s e .  Area  i n c l u d e d  i n  o u t l y i n g  s e c o n d  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a n d s  by 
L a n c a s t e r  c o l o n i a l s ;  some e v i d e n c e  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  on them i n  
l o c a t i o n  o f  g a r r i s o n  a t  C a r r  R a n d a l l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a t  e n d  o f  p e r i o d .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  

Reduced  u s e  by n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  C o l o n i a l  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  f i e 1  d s  
o f  u p l a n d  v i l l a g e .  

VI.  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  e a r l i e r  r o u t e s  p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d s  
t o  Bol t o n  and  N o r t h b o r o  i n c l u d i n g :  S a w y e r  Hill  a n d  H i g h l a n d  t o  
F r i e n d s  communi ty  i n  F r y v i l l  e ,  a n d  Derby -Randa l  1  t o w a r d  Bol t o n .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

A f t e r  K i n g  P h i l l i p ' s  War,  e a r l i e s t  r e s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  was 
t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  n e a r  A s s a b e t  R i v e r ,  i n  p o r t i o n  t h a t  was 
M a r l b o r o u g h .  S low s e t t l e m e n t  o f  r e m a i n i n g  a r e a  u n t i l  i t s  
s e p e r a t i o n  f r o m  L a n c a s t e r  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  the  town o f  B o l t o n  
i n  1 7 3 8 .  Between  t h e  ? f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  a s  S o u t h  
P a r i s h  o f  001 t o n  i n  1 7 7 8 ,  s e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e s ,  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  
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t a k i n g  u p  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  i n  a l l  s e c t i o n s .  O r i e n t a t i o n  u n t i l  
t h e n  t o w a r d s  B o l  t o n  e n t e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  P a r i s h  f o r m a t i o n  due, 
p r i m a r i l y ,  t o  t h e  Goss V a l l e y  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  town o f  B o l t o n  where  
m a j o r i t y  w a n t e d  a  r e p 1  acement  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  T o r y  m i n i s t e r  
Goss. 

C.  P o p u l a t i o n  

Few f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  w h i l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  town o f  B o l t o n .  ( S e t t l e r s  
f r o m  Woburn and Wate r town .  ) I n  1 7 3 8  ca .  1 7  f a m i l  i e s  w i t h  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  50;  b y  1778,  c a .  8 0  f a m i l i e s .  

D. Economic  Base 

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l  a b l e  f o r  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  
P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  p a s t u r a g e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  u p l a n d s  and  
g r a i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p l a i n .  Saw and g r i s t  m i l l  a t  
West B e r l i n  b y  1735 .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i m i t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  p r i o r  t o  1676 ;  r e s e t t l e m e n t  
b e g i n n i n g  ca .  1700.  One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  documented s e t t l e r s  i s  
J o h n  Moore  who b u i l t  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  Waraquadock H i l l  ca .  
1720.  T y p i c a l  house  f o r m  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n .  Few o n e - s t o r y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  o r  t w o - s t o r y  
d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  p l a n s  s u r v i v e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  
h a v e  been p o p u l a r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  R e l a t i v e l y  l o w  s u r v i v a l  
r a t e  f o r  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  No e v i d e n c e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  p e r i o d .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  A t a v e r n  o r  i n n  i s  r e c o r d e d  as  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1748 .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Saw and g r i s t  m i l  1  s  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  1752-1  760 a t  West 
B e r l i n .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The c o l o n i a l  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  used,  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  h i g h w a y  
t h e  e a s t w e s t  r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  ( L i n d e n  S t r e e t ,  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t ) .  S e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  l e a d  t o  L a n c a s t e r  ( L a n c a s t e r  Road) ,  
B o l  t o n  ( H i g h l a n d  S t r e e t ) ,  and N o r t h b o r o u g h  ( P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ) .  

Popu l  a t i o n  

C a l c u l a t e d  as  p a r t  o f  B o l t o n  t o  1738 .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  ( + 1 8 0 )  
f r o m  1 7 9 0  ( 5 1 2 )  t o  1 8 3 0  ( 6 9 2 ) .  Second P a r i s h  Church  f o r m e d ,  
1779.  Q u a k e r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  b e g i n ,  1 7 9 1  New c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l  t 1825-1  826. U n i t a r i a n / O r t h o d o x  s p l i t  1830.  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Continued d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  Second p a r i s h  
meet inghouse c o n s t r u c t i o n  beg ins  1779. S t o r e  opened a t  
meet inghouse c e n t e r ,  1810. New meet inghouse bu i l  t i n  1825. 
Cen te r  r e s i d e n t i a l  development on n o r t h  s i d e  of common and Main 
S t r e e t  wes t  of common. Cross  roads  v i l l a g e  development a t  West 
B e r l i n .  

D .  Economic Base 

Throughout t h e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  B e r l i n  was a lmos t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  town. A potash  works was o p e r a t e d  i n  
l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  i t  was soon d i s c o n t i n u e d .  About 1810 wi re  
drawing was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  no r thwes t  p a r t  of town b u t  t h a t  too  
soon ended. By 1837 t h r e e  boot  and shoe  makers,  1  combmaker, a  
hatmaker ,  and 3  basketmakers  had worked i n  town, producing only  
$11 50 worth of goods. Two g r i s t m i l l s  and t h r e e  sawmil l s  s e rved  
t h e  town i n  1830. 

Mixed a g r i c u l  t u r e  of  hay g r a i n s ,  and c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  dominated 
u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  About 1810 t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of hops 
a s  a  market  c r o p  was under t aken ,  and one y e a r  13,000 I b s .  were 
h a r v e s t e d .  By 1830 t h e  number o f  hopyards began t o  d e c l i n e .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Cente r  chimney, f i v e  bay house remains p o p u l a r ,  a t  
l e a s t  f o r  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  of p e r i o d .  Double chimney form, which may 
be a  l a t e  c o l o n i a l  development ,  i s  p r e v a l e n t  wi th  a t  l e a s t  one 
hipped roof  example. R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  use of end o r  r e a r  wall  
chimney t y p e s  and few b r i c k  d w e l l i n g s .  One hipped r o o f ,  two-s to ry  
f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  end chimney recorded .  Of no te  i s  an unusual 
two-s to ry  f i v e - b a y  double  p i l e  s t o n e  dwell i n g  w i t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  
chimney placement  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s e c t i o n  of town. The 
back rooms have r e a r  wall  chimneys and t h e  chimneys i n  t h e  two 
f r o n t  rooms, wh i l e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  end w a l l s ,  a r e  so f a r  forward  
t h a t  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  must be l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  c o r n e r  of each 
room. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : F i r s t  meet inghouse i s  e r e c t e d  i n  1779. Second 
Orthodox meethinghouse i s  b u i l t  i n  1826 on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  an e l e g a n t ,  g a b l e  end plan 
w i t h  a t h r e e - b a y  v e s t i b u l e  of rounded a rch  openings  surmounted by 
t h r e e  a rched  windows w i t h  fan-shaped b l i n d s  and topped by 
s i m i l a r l y  p r o t e c t e d  1  u n e t t e .  Square tower w i t h  domed cup01 a  
comple tes  t h e  b u i l d i n g  ( t h e  i n t e r i o r  was a l t e r e d  i n  1859 t o  
p rov ide  a  second s t o r y ) .  In 1830,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end 
Evangel i c a l  Congregat ional  meet inghouse was c o n s t r u c t e d .  Four 
school  d i s t r i c t s  were c r e a t e d  i n  1785,  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  
( 1 7 9 2 ) ,  f o u r  school b u i l d i n g s ,  measur ing  1 8 '  by 22 '  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d .  181 4 powder house.  
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Commerical:  Howe t a v e r n  opened i n  c e n t e r  i n  1803;  much a l t e r e d  
l a t e  i n  c e n t u r y  and c u r r e n t l y  r e s e m b l e s  a  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  end 
s i d e - p a s s a g e  w i t h  a  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e d  wing,  a l l  p r e s e n t i n g  a  f l u s h  
f a c a d e .  The t a v e r n  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  s t o r e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n West B e r l i n .  

VI I I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1 8 7 0 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

T h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  roadways c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Branch R a i l r o a d  ( B o s t o n ,  C l i n t o n ,  and F i t c h b u r g )  opens  s e r v i c e  
t h r o u g h  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town from Northborough t o  S t e r l i n g ,  1866 ,  
w i t h  s t a t i o n s  a t  West Berl in and between t h e  C e n t e r  and South  
Ber l  i n .  

Popul a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  ( + 4 1 4 )  f rom 1830 ( 6 9 2 )  t o  a  p e r i o d  peak i n  
1860  (11 6 0 ) ,  then d e c l i n e s  t o  1870  ( 1 0 1 6 ) .  Fo re ign -bo rn  6% of  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1865.  U n i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  d i s b a n d e d  by 1844.  
M e t h o d i s t  e p i s c o p a l  S o c i e t y  a c t i v e  1856-1860s.  B e r l i n  P r i v a t e  
Academy ( M e t h o d i s t ,  a1 s o  1856 -1860s ) .  Femal e  Benevo len t  S o c i e t y  
formed 1840.  Three lyceums a c t i v e ,  1830-1 860. Farmers  and 
Mechanics  A s s o c i a t i o n  formed c a .  1860.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  

C i v i c  deve lopment  i n  c e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  town house  ( 1 8 3 0 ) ,  and 
second  mee t inghouse  remodel l i n g  ( 1 8 6 0 ) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  
n o r t h  of  c e n t e r  i n  C e n t e r v i l l e ,  Small b o o t  and s h o e  shops  a t  
f a c t o r i e s  i n  C e n t e r  V i l l a g e  and Sou th  B e r l i n .  P a r k e r  Shoe F a c t o r y  
i n  c e n t e r .  

D .  Economic Base 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  remained a  minor  c o n c e r n  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 s ,  when 
a  number o f  townsmen j o i n e d  i n  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  shoe  f a c t o r y  i n  
1868 .  The s team-powered ,  f o u r  s t o r y  f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  i n  B e r l i n  
Center and employed t h r e e  hundred i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b o y s '  and 
y o u t h s '  s h o e s .  By 1870 i t  was j o i n e d  by t h r e e  smal l  shoe  shops  i n  
B e r l i n  C e n t e r  and f o u r  shoe  shops  and f a c t o r i e s  i n  South  B e r l i n ,  
a l l  v e r y  s h o r t - l i v e d .  In  1875  o n l y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a c t o r y  r ema ined ;  
i t  produced $1 50 ,000  o f  t h e  $171,000 wor th  o f  manufac tu red  goods 
made i n  B e r l i n  t h a t  y e a r .  

The o n l y  o t h e r  i n d u s t r y  o f  n o t e  was l u m b e r i n g  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  wooden goods.  By 1865  a  p l a n n i n g  m i l l  and t h r e e  s a w m i l l s  
p r e p a r e d  n e a r l y  one-ha1 f  m i l l  i o n  f e e t  o f  b o a r d s  and s h i n g l e s  f o r  
marke t .  For a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  s t r a w  and palm l e a f  h a t  were  
m a n u f a c t u r e  i n  t h e  1840 ,  and a  smal l  s t o n e  q u a r r y  was o p e r a t e d .  
In t h e  1860  $8 ,000  wor th  o f  d r u g s  and m e d i c i n e s  were  p r e p a r e d  by 
H a r t s h o r n ' s  Medic ines  and E x t r a c t s ,  b u t  l i k e  most o t h e r  v e n t u r e s ,  
d i d  n o t  remain l o n g  i n  B e r l i n ,  removing t o  Boston i n  1870 .  
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Berl i n  ' s  a g r i  cul  t u r e  remained m i  xed,  devoted 1  a r g e l y  t o  hay,  
g r a i n s  c a t t l e ,  d a i r y i n g ,  and a p p l e  o r c h a r d s .  A f t e r  t h e  1850s more 
v e g e t a b l e s  and s e v e r a l  market ga rdens  appeared  s u p p l y i n g  nearby 
manufac tu r ing  town markets  of C l i n t o n  and Northborough. A f t e r  
1866,  when t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Branch Rai l  road was ex tended through 
B e r l i n  t o  C l i n t o n ,  l o c a l  f a rmers  tu rned  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  milk 
p roduc t ion  f o r  t h e  Boston market .  By 1875,  70,687 g a l l o n s  of milk 
were s e n t  a long  wi th  14 ,712 l b s .  of b u t t e r .  Hay s t i l l  accounted  
f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  of  t h e  $90,000 a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  - 
22%, fo l lowed by milk -12%,  and a p p l e s  -8%. 

During the  l a t e  1830 and 1840 B e r l i n  f a r m e r s ,  l i k e  many o t h e r  New 
England fa rmers  i n  s e a r c h  of  a  marke tab le  cash c r o p ,  were caugh t  
u p  i n  t h e  silkworm c r a z e ,  p l a n t i n g  hundreds of mulberry t r e e s  f o r  
f u t u r e  silkworm food.  However, t h e  worms were unable  t o  s u r v i v e  
t h e  c l  imate  and p e r i s h e d  and s i 1  kworm c u l t i v a t i o n  q u i e t l y  passed.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Some one-and-two s t o r y  c e n t e r  and double  chimney 
forms p e r s i s t ,  b u t  t y p i c a l  dwe l l ing  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  gab le  
end ,  s i d e  passage  plan of e i t h e r  one of two s t o r i e s .  Predominant 
s t y 1  i  s t i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  Greek Revival and I t a l  i a n a t e  with 
one Gothic  example. Two-bay t y p e s  wi th  d e f i n i t e  I t a l  i a n a t e  
f e a t u r e s  appea r  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Methodis t  church  b u i l t  i n  l a t e  1850s.  F i f t h  
school  d i s t r i c t  c e n t e r  i s  c r e a t e d  i n  1836. In 1856, t h e  town 
a b o l i s h e s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  sys t em,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  f i v e  new 
school  b u i l d i n g s ,  each c o s t i n g  approx ima te ly  $1,000,  a r e  b u i l t .  
B e r l i n  Academy c r e a t e d  i n  1832; from 1843 u n t i l  i t s  demise i n  
1857,  he1 d i n  former  Evangel i c a l  Congregat ional  meet inghouse.  A 
second town house i s  e r e c t e d  i n  1870,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  gab le  
end s t r u c t u r e  wi th  l a t e  Greek Revival d e t a i l .  Town farm i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1855 wi th  t h e  purchased of a  1780 house. 

Commercial: The Belmont House Hotel began o p e r a t i o n  i n  1868. 
Documented a s  an 1820s r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  i t s  heyday was a 
2 a n d  1 / 2 ,  f i v e  bay g a b l e  end ,  temple f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a 
two-s to ry  wrap-around p o r t i c o  r e c e s s e d  beneath  a l a r g e  pediment;  
v a r i o u s  a d d i t i o n s  were a p p a r e n t l y  made t o  t h e  r e a r .  D r a p e r ' s  
Hotel was in  o p e r a t i o n  by 1870. An 1854 g a b l e  end s t o r e  w i t h  a 
b r i c k  f i r s t  f l o o r  s u r v i v e s .  The F i t c h b u r g ,  Framingham, and New 
Bedford R a i l r o a d  was b u i l t  th rough B e r l i n  i n  1866 wi th  two 
s t a t i o n s :  one a t  West B e r l i n  and t h e  o t h e r  between B e r l i n  Cen te r  
a n d  South B e r l i n .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Town p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  . Major p e r i o d  i n d u s t r y  
was shoe manufac tu r ing .  Pa rke r  shoe  shop,  b u i l t  in  1868, was a  
30 '  x l o o ' ,  3  and 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  ( g a b l e  e n d )  f a c t o r y  (burned 
1 8 8 3 ) .  
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I  X .  L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1  870-1 91 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R a i l r o a d  opens  e a s t / w e s t  l i n e  t h rough  town, 
n o r t h  o f  c e n t e r  and t h r o u g h  West B e r l i n ,  1881 .  Cl in ton-Hudson  
S t r e e t  Rai lway b e g i n s  s e r v i c e  i n  1900 ,  w i t h  c a r  ba rn  power p l a n t  
i n  West B e r l i n .  From C l i n t o n ,  l i n e  f o l l o w s  B e r l i n  Road t o  West 
B e r l i n ,  t he  e a s t  on Willow Road t o  C a r t e r v i l l e ,  s o u t h  on Highland 
S t r e e t  t o  B e r l i n  C e n t e r ,  and f i n a l l y  e a s t  on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  t o  
Hudson. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e s ,  1870  ( 1 0 1 6 )  t o  1885  (8991 ,  then  r ema ins  
s t a b l e  t o  1895  ( 8 9 7 ) .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  i n  1900  ( 1 0 0 3 ) ,  t h e n  
d r o p s  t o  p r e v i o u s  l e v e l ,  w i t h  p e r i o d  low ( 8 6 5 )  i n  1915.  22 I r i s h ,  
1 3  Canadians  i n  1875.  33  I r i s h ,  11 E n g l i s h ,  1885.  1 8  Nova 
S c o t i a n ,  1 7  I r i s h ,  1 3  E n g l i s h ,  s m a l l e r  numbers of  many o t h e r  
g roups  p r e s e n t  1905.  U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  r e v i v e d  1878-1888. 
B e r l i n  Grange formed 1886 .  B e r l i n  b r a n c h ,  Lyman schoo l  f o r  Boys 
opened 1895 .  V i l l a g e  Improvement S c o i e t y  1900-1 91 7. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  

C iv ic  Growth i n  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  second  town h a l l  ( 1 8 7 0 ) ,  U n i t a r i a n  
Church ( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church ( 1 8 8 7 ) .  Sou th  B e r l i n  
Shoe F a c t o r y  b u i l  t i n  1882 ,  b u r n s  1884.  R e c r e a t i o n a l  deve lopment  
on e a s t  s i d e  o f  G a t e s  Pond (Hudson R e s e r v o i r )  by 1890s .  

D .  Economic Base 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  f u r t h e r  d e c l i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y .  In 
1903  l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  shoe  f a c t o r y  was c l o s e d  and o p e r a t i o n s  were  
moved t o  Malden. T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  r e c o r d e d  i n  B e r l i n  
i n  1895  were  f o u r  b u i l d i n g  f i r m s ,  2  lumber  m i l l s ,  and 2  m e t a l l i c  
goods m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e ,  however ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o s p e r .  Asparagus  became an 
i m p o r t a n t  c r o p  s o l d  on t h e  Boston m a r k e t ,  In 1885 ,  41 ,000  
bunches ,  grown p r i n c i p a l l y  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town, 
were sen t  t o  t h e  marke t .  By 1905 v e g t a b l e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  10% of  
t o t a l  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  

D a i r y i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h e  l e a d i n g  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  a c t i v i t y ,  
c o m p r i s i n g  32% o f  the t o t a l  v a l u e  i n  1905.  In 1835 ,  246 ,000  
g a l l o n s  were  p roduced ,  and t h e  q u a n t i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n t o  
t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y  a s  more p r o d u c t i v e  milk  cows were  b r e d .  Hog and 
p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  and o r c h a r d i n g  were  expanded i n  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y ;  
by 1905  p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  ranked  t h i r d  beh ind  t h e  d a i r y  and hay a t  
14% o f  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  deve lopmen t .  A few t r a d i t i o n a l  
d o u b l e  chimney and one c e n t e r  chimney house  fo rms  r e c o r d e d .  
I s o l a t e d  examples  o f  modes t  Queen Anne and one V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  
house .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Reviva l  o f  U n i t a r i a n i s m  r e s u l t s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  Church i n  1881 .  M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l d  a  V i c t o r i a n  
G o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1887 on s i t e  o f  f o r m e r  P a r k e r  Shoe Company 
b u i l d i n g .  High School  h e l d  b r i e f l y  i n  town h a l l  from 1875-1879.  
In  1906 ,  t h e  f i v e  1857  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e x t e n s i v e l y  r emode l ed ,  
and i n  1911 a  s econd  s t o r y  i s  added t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s c h o o l h o u s e .  In 
1915  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  h ipped  r o o f  f i e l d s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  b u i l t  t o  
s e r v e  a s  a  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  home. 

Commercia l :  Former  town form ( ? ? ? ) i s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  h o t e l  i n  
1885.  Between 1895-1900 ,  f i v e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
town; a t  t h e  C e n t e r ,  C a r t e r v i l l e ,  West B e r l i n ,  and two a t  Sou th  
B e r l i n .  Boston and Maine R a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1893 .  One - s to ry  
g a b l e d  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  (1899-1900)  which s e r v e d  a s  B e r l i n  S t r e e t  
c a r  p l a n t  and Barn s u r v i v e s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  O n e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  ( b r i c k )  w i t h  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e  
s u r v i v e s  a t  West B e r l i n .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1 91 5-1 940)  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  e n d s  1924.  Road improved f o r  a u t o m o b i l e  
t r a f f i c  i n  1 9 2 0 s ,  w i t h  main highway t h e  e a s t / w e s t  road  f rom Hudson 
t o  C l i n t o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  (Rou t e  6 2 ) .  Seconda ry  r o a d s  
improved t o  Bol t o n  ( H i  ghl  and S t r e e t )  and Northborough ( P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  1. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n s  s t a b l e  f rom 1965  ( 8 6 5 )  t o  1920  ( 8 6 8 ) ,  t h e n  
r i s e s  i n  1925  ( 1 0 7 5 )  and r e m a i n s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l  t o  1940  ( 1 0 5 7 ) .  
Board o f  T rade  o r g a n i z e d ,  1916  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  b u i l t ,  1928 .  Lyman 
s choo l  c l  o s e d ,  1942 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y  b u i l t  i n  c e n t e r ,  1928 .  L i t t l e  o t h e r  deve lopmen t .  

D.  Economic Base 

T h e  s econd  and t h i r d  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  new m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n c e r n s  and t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  o t h e r s .  A b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  1905 ,  
p r o s p e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1920  emp loy ing  a s  many a s  35  c a r p e n t e r s ,  
p l a s t e r e r s  and p a i n t e r s .  A m a n u f a c t o r y  o f  s i n k  t u b s  was begun i n  
1916  and c o n t i n u e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  t h rough  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  a s  d i d  an 
i r o n i n g  board  m a n u f a c t u r e r  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  1921 on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  
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In t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  m i l d  p roduc t ion  con t inued  t o  i n c r e a s e  
d e s p i t e  t h e  drop i n  number of m i l k  cows by a lmos t  o n e - h a l f .  By 
1940, 2 m i l l i o n  pounds of  milk were produced a n n u a l l y  by only  308 
sows. A modern d a i r y  p l a n t  was b u i l t  i n  1925 t o  p rocess  t h e  m i l k  
and cream. 

P o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d .  Between 1920 and 1925 t h e  number 
of  ch icken  and t u r k e y s  doubled;  by 1940,  83,600 dozen eggs were 
produced a n n u a l l y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : A v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  s i d e - p a s s a g e  plan found i n  B e r l i n  
c o n s i s t s  of t h e  same b a s i c  t h r e e  bay g a b l e  end f a c a d e ;  however a  
s l i c e  has been c u t  forming t h e  c o r n e r  of  t h e  main f acade  and a long  
t h e  s i d e  w a l l ,  c r e a t i n g  a  porch w i t h  a  second s i d e  e n t r y  t o  t h e  
passage .  This  form d i f f e r s  i n  p lan from t h e  s t a n d a r d  s i d e - p a s s a g e  
type  i n  t h a t  t h e  passage  does not  ex tend  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  of t h e  
house. The plan i s  double  p i l e ,  y e t  t h e  s i d e  passage  i s  only  a s  
deep a s  t h e  f r o n t  room. 
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