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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: October 1981 Communi t v :  Berk l  ev 

I . TOPOGRAPHY 

Bounded on t he  west by t h e  Taunton R i ve r  t he re  a re  a  number o f  small 
streams i n  t he  town. Drainage i n  the  cen te r  v i a  Quaker Brook and i n  
the west by the  Co t l ey  R iver .  H i g h l y  d issec ted  h i l l s  a long  the 
Taunton River ;  o therw ise  the t e r r a i n  i s  g e n t l y  r o l l  i ng .  Swamp lands 
a1 ong a1 1  streams. Soi  1  s  exceedi ng l  y  stony. 

I I . POL I TICAL BOUNDARIES 

Estab l  i shed  as a  town on A p r i l  18, 1735 (0.s .) f rom p a r t s  o f  Dighton 
and Taunton. Annexed Assonet Neck from Dighton 1799. Annexed p a r t s  
o f  Taunton i n  1810 and 1842. Annexed M y r i c k s v i l l e  s e c t i o n  from Taunton 
i n  1879. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Berk ley  i s  a  r u r a l  community i n  B r i s t o l  County. P o t e n t i a l  c o n t a c t  
pe r i od  n a t i v e  s i  t es  . F i r s t  se t t l emen t  p e r i o d  sate1 1  i t e  o f  Taunton. 
Some mar i  ne-based a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  f i r s t  se t t l emen t  and c o l o n i a l  
per iods ,  major  economic base was a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Whi le t he re  was some s h i p b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  West Berk ley  (Br idge  
V i l l a g e )  i n  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t he  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  the town remained 
committed t o  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  base throughout  the cen tu ry .  Out migra-  
t i o n  was epidemic d u r i n g  the  l a t e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  so much so 
t h a t  by 1872 t he re  were no descendents o f  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  l e f t  i n  
the town. Popu la t ion  increases occurred p r i m a r i l y  through the 
annexat ion o f  t e r r i t o r y  f rom Dighton and Taunton. The town r e t a i n s  
an 18 th  cen tu ry  landscape desp i t e  some suburbanizat ion and i t s  , 
a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  cha rac te r  . 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

A n a t i v e  t r a i l  r e p o r t e d l y  f o l l owed  the p resen t  r o u t e  o f  Berk ley  
S t ree t ,  ex tend ing  as f a r  South as Shore 's  Creek ( immediate ly  n o r t h  o f  
IHospi t a l  H i l l  ) . A  c o n j e c t u r a l  r o u t e  may have branched o f f  the nor thern  
p o r t i o n  o f  the Berk ley  S t r e e t  r o u t e  and extended south a long North 
Nain and Elm S t r e e t ,  the  l a t t e r  i n t e r s e c t i n g  w i t h  the Berk l  ey S t r e e t  
r o u t e .  Both o f  these t r a i l s  passed through the  h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  n a t i v e  
area extending f rom E l m  S t r e e t  t o  the  southern t i p  o f  Assonet Neck. 

B. Set t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

There were no repo r ted  n a t i v e  Contact Per iod s i t e s .  However, an 
e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  h i s t o r i a n  s t a t e d  t h a t  the  Berke ley area, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
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Assonet Neck, was a h e a v i l y  populated n a t i v e  se t t lement  area ( d a t e ? ) .  
Archeolog ica l  evidence o f  n a t i v e  se t t lement  was concentrated between 
E l m  S t r e e t  and the  Dighton Rock S ta te  Park.  Inc luded  were an extens ive 
s i t e  w i t h  a  poss ib l e  Woodland/Contact Per iod  component between Elm 
and P o i n t  S t r e e t s  and a l a r g e  Archaic/Woodland Per iod  v i l l a g e  s i t e  
ad jacen t  t o  Shore 's  Creek. Contact Per iod  se t t lement  may a l s o  have 
occurred i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  the Dighton Rock, an area from which l a r g e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  a r t i f a c t s  have been recovered. 
E .  B. Oel abar re  repo r ted  i n  1939 as many as 80,000 " I nd ian  c o r n h i l l  s "  
p resen t  on Assonet Neck. Since then, severa l  have been repo r ted  
near t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Bayview Avenue and Gr innel  S t r e e t  and south 
o f  Camp Merriwood (MHC P r e h i s t o r i c  f i l e ) .  Add i t i ona l  n a t i v e  Contact 
Per iod  se t t l emen t  may have taken p lace  n o r t h  o f  these areas, concen- 
t r a t i n g  a long  the  eas te rn  shore o f  the Taunton R i ve r .  

C .  Subsistence Base: 

The Berke ley  area was an e x c e l l e n t  source o f  l and  based and marine 
resources.  The ex tens ive  c o a s t l i n e ,  Taunton and Assonet R ivers  were 
r i c h  sources o f  s h e l l  f i s h ,  f i s h  and water fowl . As mentioned p rev ious l y ,  
t he re  was ex tens ive  evidence o f  n a t i v e  c u l t i v a t i o n  on Assonet Neck. 
P o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  l a n d  was p resen t  ad jacen t  t o  and n o r t h  
o f  Bryan t  H i l l  and Padel f o r d  S t r e e t .  There i s  a  h i gh  p robab i l  i ty  o f  
European-Indian t r ade  due i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  the a rea ' s  cons iderab le  
coast1 i n e  and access t o  Narraganset t  Bay, a  r e g i o n  o f  cons iderab le  p re -  
1620 European-nat ive con tac t .  

D. Observat ions : 

Tnere i s  an e x c e l l e n t  1  i k e l  ihood o f  l a rgesca le  n a t i v e  Contact 
Per iod  se t t lement  i n  Be rk l ey  when cons ide r i ng  the  a rea ' s  d i v e r s i f i e d  
resource base and t he  a rcheo log ica l  and documentary evidence. Fu r the r -  
more, tne  Berk ley  area may have been occupied t empora r i l y  by European 
f ishermen and exp lo re r s .  The n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  may have f unc t i oned  as 
a sub-regional  (sou theas te rn  Massachusetts) popul a t i o n  cen te r  rough1 y  
equ i va len t  t o  T i t i c u t ,  a  C o n t a c t h i s t o r i c  Per iod  se t t lement  l o c a t e d  on 
the Br idgewater  and Middleborough s ides  o f  the  Taunton R i ve r .  The 
l o c a l  community 1  i k e l y  f e l l  under t he  c o n t r o l  o f  the  Pokanokets s i t u a t e d  
i n  Montaup (Mt.  Hope, Rhode I s l a n d ) .  The con t inued  r u r a l  na tu re  o f  the  
p resen t  community suggests a  s t r ong  poss i  b i l  i ty  o f  s u r v i v i n g  n a t i v e  
Contact  Per iod  s i t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on and i m m e d i a t e l y  above Assonet 
~Vec K . 

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

No documentation o f  pre-1675 c o l o n i a l  r ou tes .  The pre-1675 wh i t e  
community p robab ly  u t i l  i zed the  Berk ley  S t r e e t  n a t i v e  t r a i l  ( r e p u t e d l y  
used by the  s e t t l e r s  p r i o r  t o  the  town's  i n c o r p o r a t i o n )  as an access r o u t e  
t o  p resen t  Taunton. An a d d i t i o n a l  pr imary r o u t e  which may have connected 
t he  se t t lement  w i t h  Taunton extended a long  Nor th  and South Main S t ree t s  
and Bayview Avenue. B e r k l e y ' s  e a r l i e s t  cemetery i s  s i t u a t e d  on the  
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eas te rn  s i de  o f  Bayview Avenue. The Taunton and Assonet R ivers  prov ided 
t he  s e t t l e r s  w i t h  a  water r o u t e  t o  Taunton, Br idgewater,  Fliddleborough 
and t he  Narraganset t  Bay. 

. Populat ion:  

ido f i g u r e s  f o r  the  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  popu la t ion .  

C.  Se t t lement  Pa t te rns  : 

Nat i ve  se t t lement  p robab ly  con t inued  a1 though great1 y  d imi  n i  shed by 
the  widespread e a r l y  1 7 t h  cen tu ry  epidemics which decimated the  na t i ves  
o f  southern New England. 

Co lon ia l  se t t l emen t  i s  p o o r l y  documented. The i n i t i a l  da te  o f  pre-  
war se t t l emen t  i s  unc lear  a1 though i t  i s  known t h a t  a  small c o l o n i a l  community 
was w e l l  es tab l i shed  by 1675. The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  were undoubtedly a t t r a c t e d  
by the  a rea ' s  ex tens ive  mar i  ne resources, wood1 and and a g r i c u l  t u r a l  1  and. 
I n i t i a l  se t t lement  probably  occurred near the  Fox cemetery, the  s i t e  of 
prev ious n a t i v e  se t t lement ,  cons iderab le  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  1  and and prox imi  t y  
t o  Assonet and Taunton R ivers .  Local and Taunton s e t t l e r s  harvested 
the  s a l t  grass a long  t he  Assonet Neck, u t i l i z i n g  i t  f o r  1  i ves tock  fodder.  
The s e t t l e r s  probably  f i s h e d  and c o l  1  ec ted  she1 1  f i s h  a1 ong the Assonet 
and Taunton R ivers .  Subsistence hun t i ng  and lumber ing probably  took 
p lace  i n  the  a rea ' s  wood1 ands. Some t r ade  1  i k e l y  occurred between the 
wn i t e  community and the  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  The l a c k  o f  water sources 
powerful  enough t o  operate m i l l  i n d u s t r i e s  undoubtedly discouraged the 
es tab l  ishment o f  m i  11 opera t ions .  

E .  Observat ions: 

The 1  i m i  t e d  da ta  makes i t  d i f f i c u l  t t o  assess the  Berk l  ey a rea ' s  
importance as a  F i r s t  Se t t lement  Per iod  n a t i v e  se t t lement .  The Co lon ia l  
comrnuni t y  f unc t i oned  p r i m a r i l y  as a  sate1 1  i t e  o f  Taunton 1  a r g e l y  because 
o f  tne  presence o f  former Taunton res iden t s ,  the  a r e a ' s  l a c k  o f  c i v i c /  
r e l i g i o u s  and i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and i t s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  
The Berk ley  a rea ' s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  Narraganset t  Bay r e g i o n  p o i n t s  t o  t he  
1  i k e l  i hood o f  s t r ong  economic connect ions w i t h  Bay communities. The low 
degree o f  development i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  Bayview Avenue i n d i c a t e s  an 
excel  1  e n t  1  i k e l  i hood o f  e x t a n t  archeol og i ca l  evidence o f  the  o r i g i n a l  
s e t  tl emen t node. 

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

No da ta  concern ing Col o n i a l  Per iod  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes .  

B .  Popu la t ion :  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  a  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  The c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  
had 659 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1765. Th is  f i g u r e  increased t o  787 res iden t s  i n  1776. 
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C .  Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

It i s  unc lear  where and how l a t e  n a t i v e  se t t lement  cont inued i n  
Berk ley .  I n  1730, a  h i s t o r i a n  s tudy ing  t h e  Dighton Rock r e f e r r e d  t o  
e l d e r l y  n a t i v e  in fo rmants  who appear t o  have been Be rk l ey  area 
res iden t s .  

White se t t lement  i s  a l s o  somewhat hazy. The community was 
abandoned a t  the  outbreak o f  K ing P h i l i p ' s  War and r e s i d e n t s  sought 
s h e l t e r  i n  p resen t  Taunton. A t  l e a s t  one r e s i d e n t  was k i l l e d  by 
h o s t i l e  Ind ians .  Proper ty  damage i s  unc lea r .  Resett lement probably  
took p lace  i n  t he  l a s t  qua r te r  o f  t he  1 7 t h  cen tu ry  i n  and around the  
o r i g i n a l  se t t lement  area. The e a r l i e s t  gravestone i n  t he  Fox cemetery 
dated t o  1704. A d d i t i o n a l  homes were e rec ted  i n  t h i s  area throughout  
t he  18 th  cen tu ry .  A new se t t lement  node and town cen te r  was estab- 
l i s h e d  approx imate ly  one m i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  cen te r  a t  the  
j u r l c t i on  o f  Nor th  Main and Sanford S t r e e t s  sometime p r i o r  t o  1735. 
Tne f i r s t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  a t  t he  j u n c t i o n  o f  these s t r e e t s  i n  
C .  1735. Up u n t i l  t h i s  date,  area r e s i d e n t s  journeyed t o  Dighton and 
Taunton f o r  town meet ings and r e l i g i o u s  serv ices .  

D. Economic Base: 

Minimal d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Be rk l ey  ' s  economy. Farming was probably  
mainta ined as t h e  p r imary  economic p u r s u i t  o f  area res iden t s ,  w i t h  
increased emphasis on commercial p roduc t ion .  Marine based a c t i v i t i e s  
l i k e l y  cont inued.  Estab l ishment  o f  t r a d e  w i t h  the  West I n d i e s  appeared 
t o  have occurred by  t h e  m i d - l a t e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  (Sanford 1872: 34) .  
Coastal sh ipp ing  1  i k e l y  expanded as a  consequence o f  the  cessa t ion  o f  
Anglo- Ind ian h o s t i l i t i e s  and B e r k l e y ' s  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  growth. The 
ex is tence  o f  cons iderab le  mar ine based economic opera t ions  suggests 
t h a t  l o c a l  small s ca le  s h i p b u i l d i n g  may have occurred as e a r l y  as the 
f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the  18 th  cen tu ry  d e s p i t e  the  f a c t  t h a t  formal s h i p  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  d i d  n o t  commence u n t i l  c .  1790 (Hurd 1883: 182) .  Be rk l ey  
cont inued t o  l a c k  m i l l  i n d u s t r y .  

Arch i  t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : Berk l  ey has compara t i ve ly  few s u r v i v i n g  18 th  cen tu ry  
b u i l d i n g s .  Tne town was apparen t l y  ve ry  sparse ly  s e t t l e d  through the  
Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  and o n l y  one road i s  shown on t he  1794 map, so the 
number o f  houses b u i l t  i n  t he  pe r i od  was p robab ly  very  small ; o n l y  f o u r  
two-s to ry  Co lon ia l  houses were i n v e n t o r i e d  and no more were observed. 
O f  these, a1 1  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  o f  c e n t r a l  -chimney p lan  w i t h  one house 
be l i eved  t o  have been cons t ruc ted  as a  h a l f  house and then l a t e r  enlarge1 
P r o j e c t i n g  pedimented enclosed porches and end-gable overhangs were 
used on the  town's  houses; bo th  f ea tu res  were in t roduced i n  the  1750s 
and used r e g i o n a l l y  as l a t e  as the  1790s. Given B e r k l e y ' s  be la ted  
development, i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any o f  the  houses i n c o r p o r a t i n g  these 
f ea tu res  i n  tne  town were b u i l t  much be fo re  t h e  end o f  t he  per iod .  A  
very  small number o f  Co lon ia l  pe r i od  center-chimney co t tages  were 
i nven to r i ed ,  b u t  they  a re  a  f a i r l y  common housetype i n  the  town and i t  
i s  poss ib l e  t h a t  more examples than were i n v e n t o r i e d  may da te  from the  
p e r i o d  . 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A t  the  t ime o f  B e r k l e y ' s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  (1735), 
tne  f i r s t  meetinghouse (40' x  34 ' x  1 8 ' )  was cons t ruc ted .  Th is  stood 
throughout  the  per iod .  No o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a re  recorded. 

F. Observat ions: 

Despi te  B e r k l e y ' s  growth and subsequent e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  incorpora-  
t i o n ,  t he re  was l i t t l e  evidence suggest ing subs tan t i a l  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  
o f  the  town's  economic base. The community e s s e n t i a l l y  remained a  r u r a l  
backwater and probably  r e t a i n e d  c l o s e  economic t i e s  w i t h  Taunton. 
Berk ley  ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  na tu re  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  i s  g r a p h i c a l l y  ill u s t r a t e d  
by t he  c r u d e l y  carved, undecorated e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  gravestones 
p resen t  i n  t he  Fox cemetery. Future research should c l a r i f y  the  town's  
development d u r i n g  t he  Co lon ia l  Per iod  because o f  the  inadequate coverage 
prov ided by e x i s t i n g  secondary sources. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Improveinent o f  e x i s t i n g  c o l  on i  a1 p e r i o d  roads, no f ede ra l  pe r i od  
t u rnp i kes .  Taunton R i ve r  remains p r i n c i p l e  means o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t he  
r e s t  o f  t he  wor ld  . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  s t a b l e  1776 t o  1790, increase i n  1800, s t a b l e  t o  1820, 
then d e c l i n e  i n  1830. 1800 inc rease  probably  due t o  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
As so ne t 11ec k  . 
C .  Se t t lement :  

Dur ing t h i s  pe r i od  Be rk l ey  was p r i m a r i l y  a  farming community w i t h  a  
1  i near se t t l emen t  p a t t e r n  a1 ong c o l  o n i a l  pe r i od  roads. West Berk l  ey, 
o therw ise  known as B r i dge  V i l l a g e ,  had a  small s h i p b u i l d i n g  based 
se t t lement .  I n  1800 t he re  were 115 houses i n  the town. Center V i l l a g e ,  
Nor th  B u r t  Neighborhood ( B u r t ' s  Corners) and Assonet Neck were small 
hamlets d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  

D.  Economic Base: 

Sh ipbu i l d i ng  i s  s a i d  t o  have been commenced here by Samuel Tobey 
about 1790, i n i t i a t i n g  an i n d u s t r y  which became a  major business o f  the  
town f o r  t h ree  qua r te r s  o f  a  cen tu ry ,  produc ing about 100 sh ips from 
Be rk l ey  yards.  A1 though t he re  were m i l  1  s  on B u r t  and Macomber s t r e e t s  
by 1830, t he  town was v i r t u a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  o f  any use fu l  waterpower 
capable o f  development. Shove and Osborn p o t t e r i e s  on Assonet Neck, 
uegun e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  by p o t t e r s  from Danvers, s t i l l  a c t i v e  through 
mid 19 th  cen tu ry .  

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : Less than a  ha1 f dozen Federal houses were observed i n  
the  town. O f  these, a t  l e a s t  two end-chimney, h i p - roo fed  houses a re  
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known, w i t n  an equal number o f  center-chimney p lan  houses. What i s  
probably  the town's  most ou ts tand ing  Federal p e r i o d  house i s  a  cen te r -  
chimney, h i  p- roofed house s tand ing  on Elm S t r e e t  a t  the  Berk l  ey/Di ghton 
br idge;  i t  i s  abandoned and i n  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  two-s to ry  houses, a  number o f  Federal p e r i o d  co t tages  were a l so  
observed, w i t h  some dozen examples known across the  town. Center and 
end-chimney p lan  co t tages  were observed i n  almost equal numbers. O f  
the  town's  co t tages ,  t he  f i n e s t  i s  a  gambrel-roofed, center-chimney 
co t t age  ornamented w i t h  quoins s tand ing  a t  Myr icks  i n  the  eas te rn  h a l f  
o f  town; i t s  gambrel r o o f  suggests a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  da te  e a r l y  i n  the  
Federal pe r i od .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The town's f i r s t  meetinghouse was rep laced  i n  1798 
w i t n  a  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g  which incorpora ted  a  s teep le  and three-bay f r o n t i s -  
p iece.  The meetinghouse was designed by a  l o c a l  b u i l d e r ,  Isaac B a b b i t t ,  
a1 so the  b u i l d e r  o f  many b r idges  i n  the  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  the  Federal per iod .  
I n  1794, Berk ley  had f o u r  school d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  f o u r  schools b u i l t  i n  
1794 a t  a  c o s t  o f  L120. Wi th  the  annexat ion o f  Assonet Neck i n  1799, 
t h ree  a d d i t i o n a l  school  district;^ came i n t o  the system. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The f i r s t  b r i dge  a t  West Berk ley  was a  t o l l  b r i dge  
b u i l t  by  Isaac B a b b i t t  i n  1806. 

V I  I I. EARLY INOUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

No new road c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

Populat ion:  

M i l d  f l u c t u a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod ;  however, popu la t i on  f o l l o w s  a  
general  dec l  i n e  t o  t he  end o f  per iod .  Negl i g i b l e  f o r e i g n  born popula- 
t i o n  i n  1855. 

C .  Set t lement :  

Very 1  i t t l e  growth d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod ;  i n  1870 t he re  were 122 houses 
i n  town, an inc rease  o f  7  s ince  1800. Se t t lement  pa t t e rns  remained 
1  i n e a r  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  

D. Economic Base: 

S h i p b u i l d i n g  con t inued  throughout  the  per iod ,  though probably  reached 
peak i n  t he  years 1830-40. Some shoemaking a l s o  c a r r i e d  on, b u t  by l e s s  
than a  dozen men and women a t  any one t ime.  I n  1865, 125 women were 
recorded sewing b r a i d  f o r  s t raw h a t  and bonnet f a c t o r i e s  i n  o t h e r  towns. 
b e r k l e y  was a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  town and as such repor ted  
129 farms i n  1865, produc ing I n d i a n  corn,  potatoes, and var ious  f r u i t s .  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  New Bedford & Taunton Ra i l  road (1839-40) 
through Myr icks  was f o l l owed  i n  1844-46 by t he  F a l l  R i ve r  R a i l r o a d ' s  1  i n e  
through t he  same v i l l a g e  ( t h e n  a  p a r t  o f  Taunton), making Myr icks an 
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impor tan t  r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n .  However, the  p r o x i m i t y  o f  Middleborough 
and Taunton seems t o  have m i t i g a t e d  aga ins t  My r i cks '  develop ing a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  commercial o r  i n d u s t r i a l  1  i f e .  I n  1858 some commerce was 
brought  t o  Myr icks  by t h e  es tab l  ishment t he re  o f  the  B r i s t o l  County 
Centra l  C a t t l e  Show and F a i r ,  though t he  annual even t  l a s t e d  o n l y  
18 years and c losed  be fo re  the  d i s t r i c t  was annexed t o  Berk ley .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : A  number o f  modest houses and co t tages  were b u i l  t i n  
Be rk l ey  i n  t he  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od .  Most o f  these a re  s i d e h a l l  o r  
center -ent rance,  end-chimney Greek Reviva l  /I t a l  i a n a t e  co t tages .  F u l l  y  
developed Greek Revival  co t tages  a re  very  r a r e ,  except  a t  Myr icks,  
where several  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  end-chimney Greek Revival  co t tages  w i t h  
f r e t w o r k  ent rance surrounds were observed. P a r t i c u l a r l y  common i s  the 
use o f  a  c e n t r a l  gable which marks a  number o f  the town's mid-19th 
cen tu ry  I t a l i a n a t e  co t tages ,  some dozen examples o f  which were observed. 
A lso common i s  the  use o f  a  p a i r  o f  roundhead windows i n  t he  gable; 
bo th  f ea tu res  a re  employed i n  one co t t age  a t  the  town cen te r ,  on Po r te r  
Road, a  story-and-a-ha1 f Greek Revival  / I t a l  i a n a t e  co t tage .  Only one 
e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  two-s to ry  house i s  known, a  double chimney 
I t a l  i a n a t e  house on South Main S t ree t ,  probably  b u i l t  c .  1865. One 
Goth ic  Revival  co t t age  was observed a t  Myr icks .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The major i n s t i t u t i o n a l  change o f  the  pe r i od  was 
the  wi thdrawal  i n  1848 o f  the  T r i n i t a r i a n  f a c t i o n  f rom the  Congregational 
church; the belatedness o f  t h a t  even t  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  Be rk l ey ' s  
backwater cha rac te r .  The Town House s tand ing  a t  t he  cen te r  i s  a  one- 
s t o r y  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  cen te r -en t rance  b u i l d i n g ,  i d e n t i c a l  i n  
appearance t o  schools o f  the  per iod ,  which f u n c t i o n  i t  may a1 so once 
have had. The p resen t  Congregat ional  church appears t o  have been con- 
s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  the  per iod ,  b u t  i t  may be t he  1798 meetinghouse w i t h  
the  1  a t e r  a d d i t i o n  o f  Romanesque Revival  roundhead windows (no ment ion 
i s  made i n  t he  1  ocal  h i  s t o r y  o f  a  new meetinghouse hav ing been b u i l  t i n  
the p e r i o d ) .  I t  i s  a  s to ry -and-a-ha l f  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  sha l l ow l y  
p r o j e c t i n g  ent rance porch and two-stage s teep le  on a  square base. A 
Greek Revival  Method is t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  a t  Myr icks d u r i n g  the  
per iod ;  t he  story-and-a-ha1 f s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  pedimented gab1 e, cen te r -  
ent rance f r o n t  w i t h  p i 1  as te r s  and two-stage square steep1 e, stands a t  
Churcn and Myr icks  S t ree t s .  

IX . LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-1 91 5 )  

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Rai 1  road acqu i red  w i t h  annexat ion o f  M y r i c k s v i l  l e  i n  1879. 

B  . Popul a t i o n  : 

Popu la t ion  shows inc rease  i n  1880 (due t o  annexat ion o f  Myr icks i n  
1879) then remains s t a b l e  t o  end o f  pe r i od .  Fore ign  born  popu la t ion  49 
i n  1885 increases t o  177 i n  191 5; 1  a rges t  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  were the 
Portugese i n  1915. 
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C .  Set t lement :  

Annexation o f  M y r i c k s v i l l e  f rom Taunton i n  1879 r e s u l t s  i n  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  r a i l  road t r a n s f e r p o i n t  and almost doubles the number 
o f  res idences i n  the town. Elsewhere the  se t t lement  pa t t e rns  remain 
1  i n e a r  w i t h  small hamlets; West Be rk l ey  had 17 houses, the  Center 
12 i n  1872. 

D. Economic Base: 

Re1 a t i v e l y  1  i t t l e  i d e n t i f i e d  change i n  Berk l  e y ' s  economic 
development. I n  1873 t he  Berk l  ey-Dighton Br idge,  t o r n  down i n  1853 
because o f  i t s  o b s t r u c t i o n  o f  r i v e r  t r a f f i c ,  was re -es tab l i shed ;  the  
p resen t  swing b r i dge  was b u i l  t i n  1896. I n  1879 the  Myr icks 
d i s t r i c t  was annexed t o  the  town from Taunton. 

H rch i  t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : Most o f  t he  houses b u i l t  i n  the  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  
pe r i od  a re  s i d e h a l l  s to ry -and-a-ha l f  o r  two-story  houses w i t h  modest 
Queen Anne d e t a i l .  A  few co t tages  w i t h  mansard r o o f s  a re  known b u t  
most houses and co t tages  o f  the  e a r l y  years o f  the  pe r i od  r e t a i n  
I t a l  i a n a t e  d e t a i l  i ng .  The 1  a r g e s t  concen t ra t i on  o f  pe r i od  houses 
i n  Be rk l ey  (and one o f  o n l y  f o u r  c l u s t e r s  o f  houses i n  the  town) stands 
on i l o r t h  Main S t r e e t  a t  the  extreme no r the rn  edge o f  town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y  was b u i l  t a t  the  town cen te r  on 
Main S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  per iod ;  a  s to ry -and-a-ha l f  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  s tucco and ha l f - t imbe red  t r i m  and a  Craftsman entrance hood, 
the L i b r a r y  was p robab ly  cons t ruc ted  c .  1910. A story-and-a-ha1 f 
I t a l  i ana te  school ( c .  1880) stands a t  Myr ick .  

Commercial : Only one s t o r e  i s  known t o  have been founded i n  the  
per iod ,  a t  Myr icks  i n  1883; i t  i s  n o t  known whether t he  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  
stands . 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

No s t a t e  highways designated, no apprec iab le  road c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

S l  i g h t  inc rease  between 1920 and 1930 then s t a b l e  t o  end o f  per iod .  
Not u n t i l  1945 does popu la t i on  surpass p rev ious  peak o f  1060 i n  1820. 
Fore ign born  popu la t i on  199 i n  1930. 

Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Se t t lement  remains 1  i near and a g r i c u l  t u r a l  w i t h  a  small node developed 
a t  the  southern end o f  Assonet Neck by  1937. 
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D. Economic Base: 

R e l a t i v e l y  1  i t t l e  i d e n t i f i e d  change. Poul t r y  farming was c a r r i e d  
on by severa l  farms. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

Res iden t i a l  : Comparat ively few houses were b u i l  t i n  t he  per iod ;  
a few h ip - roo fed  s to ry -and-a-ha l f  Craftsman co t tages  were b u i l t  a long 
Nor th  Main S t r e e t  b u t  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred. 

Commercial: An a i r f i e l d  was cons t ruc ted  on Church S t r e e t  near 
Myr icks  d u r i n g  t he  per iod ;  t he  two s t r u c t u r e s  assoc ia ted w i t h  i t ,  a  
one-story  shed and a  one-story ,  arched-roof  hangar a re  bo th  s t i l l  
s tanding.  A gas s t a t i o n  was b u i l t  a t  the town cen te r  a long w i t h  a  few 
one-story  u t i l  i t a r i a n  s t o r e f r o n t s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

B e r k l e y ' s  i nven to ry  i s  based on w indsh ie ld  survey completed by t h e  
M.H.C. i n  the  e a r l y  1970s; i t ,  the re fo re ,  has no h i s t o r i c a l  data.  
Fu r the r  survey should complete i n f o r m a t i o n  on e x i  s t i n g  i nven to ry  forms. 
While survey ing  was completed i n  the  western h a l f  o f  town, no survey 
appears t o  have been done i n  t h e  eas te rn  h a l f  o f  town; t h a t  sec t i on  
should be i nven to r i ed ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t he  Myr icks  sec t ion ,  an e a r l y  t o  mid 
19 th  cen tu ry  v i  11 age. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : The o n l y  observed omission f rom the  Berk l  ey survey 
was the  Berk ley-Dighton Br idge,  p o s s i b l y  t he  s t a t e ' s  o l d e s t  swing span, 
and i n  a  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  t h a t  has changed very  l i t t l e  s ince  the  b r i d g e ' s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1896. 
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